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PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  VII. 


This  volume  of  the  Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton  covers 
the  period  from  June  1,  1781  to  January  1,  1782.  With  it  ends 
the  Revolutionary  series.  The  seven  months  included  repre- 
sent the  gloomiest  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  glorious  of  the 
war.  Strategically  New  York  v^as  the  pivot  of  the  Confedera- 
tion; the  Hudson  river,  as  it  were,  the  Keystone  of  the  arch  that 
held  New  England  to  the  Southern  States.  Had  the  British 
obtained  possession  of  this  important  stream,  a  separation  of 
New  York  and  New  England  from  the  rest  of  the  States  would 
have  been  inevitable. 

AVashington's  policy  from  the  outset  contemplated  the  pro- 
tection and  possession  of  the  Hudson,  for  in   (liis  success  the 
solidification  of  Confederated  interests  was  certain  regardless 
.of  local   prejudices  and  local  dissensions.      Washington  for  a 
long  time  had  under  consideration   a   movement  against   New 
York   City.      His   interview   with   Kochambeau   at   llarLl'ord   in 
September,  1780,  had  that  object  in  view,  but  his  ])laii  was  upset 
primarily    through    Arnold's    treason.      N\  ashingion,    howi'V«'r, 
never  relinquished  his  jicl   idea   in  spite  of  many  discouraging 
obstacles.     In   the   following  May  (twenty-second.    ITSl)   he  re 
paired    to    Weathersliehl,    Conner! iciii,    Lo    meet    Kochambeau 
again.      It    was    ihcn   (hM-idod    Ihat   the  troops  of  France  and 
America  shonld   ftnin  a  Junction  on  the  east  l>ank  of  the  Hud- 
son near  Dobbs  Ferry,  move  down  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York 
and  be  i-caciy   lo  Inlvr  .Kh  ;in(;igc  o\'  any  opportunity  which  the 
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weakness  of  the  imumiiv  nii^lit  pri'seiit.  At  no  period  of  the  war 
was  tlie  ])ossrssion  of  the  State  of  New  York  more  essential  to 
tlie  sueeeas  (►f  the  American  eansr.  llci-  h)iin  l^ordrr  line  was  a 
short  ran«;e  tarpt  for  predatory  parties  of  Tories  and  Indians 
and  a  wearing  sonree  of  anxiety  to  (  Ionji  ihh-  Clinton.  Ma 
randinLr  expeditions  dashed  ah)n«i  or  iicross  the  frontier  of 
Tryon.  of  SclKdiaric  and  of  lister  and  kept  tlie  exposed  settlers 
in  a  stntc  of  frverish  ^larui.  The  X'ermont  question  was  far 
from  settled  and  vibrated  toward  civil  war,  open  treason  to  the 
Tnited  States  and  alliance  with  Great  Britain.  Battalions 
were  not  up  to  within  fifty  per  cent  of  their  re(iuir«Ml  strength. 
A]>peals  from  N\  asliin«xton,  from  (Jon^ress  and  from  legislatures 
were  unavailing.  Washington  himself  comi)lains  of  certain 
States  that  refuse  to  recruit  their  organizations  to  their  full 
complement  for  the  deferHc  of  their  own  lin<'s  hut  rely  uj»on 
him  to  furnish  detaeliiiK'nts  from  his  disintegrated  com- 
mand. TIm*  stalT  organization  of  the  Continental  Army  had 
prjMtically  fallen  to  pieces.  The  words  niost  frequently  encoun 
tered  in  the  following  |)ages  relate  to  requisitions,  supplies,  for- 
age and  funds;  and  r<M]uisitions  for  supplies  and  forage  were 
worthless  because  of  ihc  deplorable  s<';n'city  of  fumls.  As 
Wasliington  sj""- '^'ongress  to  arouse  ili.  Stales  to  the  necessity 
of  raising  troop.s.  .so  dcM's  Robert  M<uris  ntteinjd  to  |)iit  under 
way  the  machinery  to  raise  money.  Up  to  February,  1781,  Con- 
gress had  undertaken  no  exiHTinient  to  juti.hur  a  revenue  ade 
<|uate  to  meet  current  ♦xpenses.  The  cost  of  the  wat  averagefl 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  ;inrnuilly.  N(»  |»i;ui  hii-l  '■  ■  "  -i"*  i<«'d 
to  fund  the  National  debt.  The  luinou.s  cxjM'dii  ni  oi  i.s.suing 
loan  nftlce  rortificales  had  been  followed  until  the  National  debt 
had  reached  appalling  proiN>rtions,  until  pubTK  ercdil  was  practi 
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cally  exterminated  and  the  troops  were  driven  to  the  point  of 
mutiny.  The  Qjondition  of  affairs  was  deplorable  and  the  out- 
look discouraging  in  the  extreme.* 

When  the  tide  was  at  the  lowest  ebb,  Washington  made  that 
audacious  and  masterly  change  of  front,  that  completely  de- 
ceived his  adversary  and  stamps  him  as  one  of  the  grandest 


♦The  Battles  of  Kingsbridge. — It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that  In  every  engage- 
ment fought  in  the  vicinity  of  old  New  York  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  the 
so-called  Hessians  were  always  in  evidence,  from  the  day  they  landed  on  Long 
Island,  one  week  after  their  embarkation  from  the  transports  that  brought  them 
from  the  Faderland,  to  the  final  affair  at  Kingsbridge  in  1781.  In  spite  of  the 
condemnation  that  the  Hessians,  who  were  sold,  and  the  English,  who  bargained, 
have  been  subjected  to  for  more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter,  the  fact  remains  that 
these  German  hirelings  were  excellent  as  any  troops  in  Europe.  From  a  purely 
physical  and  financial  consideration,  the  country  who  delivered  and  the  country  who 
accepted  them,  are  beyond  criticism,  because  both  were  actuated  by  the  best  of  eco- 
nomical reasons — the  German  authorities  had  the  troops  to  sell,  the  British  had 
the  money  to  buy.  The  former  desired  cash,  the  latter  found  it  more  expedient  to 
negotiate  for  hirelings  than  to  depopulate  its  restricted  districts.  Neither  saw  any- 
thing disgraceful  in  the  transaction.  As  early  as  Edward  the  Third's  time  the 
English  Army  was  raised  by  contract.  The  military  system  was  an  expensive  one, 
and  the  men  of  influence  and  rank  who  maintained  it  found  it  profitable,  for  they 
received  blood  money  for  every  soldier,  according  to  his  station  and  the  arms  he 
bore. 

In  1775  the  Parliament  convened  unusually  early  because  of  the  "revolt,  hostility 
and  rebellion  "  of  the  Americans.  Lord  Mayor  John  Wilkes,  the  common  disturber, 
had  started  an  agitation  that  was  troublous  in  the  beginning  and  developed  into 
turbulence  the  longer  it  was  maintained.  He  drafted  petitions  to  the  King  which 
abounded  with  inflammatory  arguments  and  with  phrases  that  bordered  on  the  sedi- 
tious; which  perceived  a  real  design  to  establish  autocratic  authority  over  all 
America  and  to  uproot  and  destroy  the  constitution,  a  charge  that  subsequently  was 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Charles  James  Fox.  Upon  receiving  an  unsatis- 
factory reply  from  the  King,  Wilkes  clamored  for  the  lm|)eachmeut  of  the  evil 
counsellors  who  had  planted  popery  and  arbitrary  power  in  America.  Other  addresses 
and  petitions  began  to  roll  in  on  the  King,  especially  when  the  now  ministerial  policy 
was  divulged,  of  raising  foreign  troops  for  the  British  Army  and  undoi-  British  pay. 
a  policy  that  was  generally  regarded  with  horror  and  Indignation.  It  was  under 
conditions  such  as  these,  that  George  III.  delivered  from  the  throne  the  memorable 
2Gth  of  October  speech.  "  The  rebellious  war  now  levied,"  he  observed.  "  Is  become 
more  general  and  Is  manifestly  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  inde- 
pendent Empire.*'  It  was  the  part  cf  wlsd,»p\  and  of  clemeicy  to  put  an  end  to 
those  disorders  !»y  decisive  action  ;  and  for  tnls  purjjose  he  had  increased  his  ua\al 
eHtablisliment  and  ^nutly  augmented  bis  land  forces,  yet  In  such  a  m.Muuer  as  to 
be  least  expensive  or  burdensome  to  his  KtugMum.  The  opposltlou  In  the  Commons 
and  the  House  of  Lords  was  up  in  arms  In  an  instant.  Ihe  debntL's  were  most 
ijeusutifiiul.  The  Cabinet  Ministers  were  denounced  <'or  having  ied».;i;>J  their  sov- 
ereign to  the  most  dlsgiaceful  and  humiliating  condition,  and  the  King  was  con- 
demned for  suggesting  the  necessity  of  bringing  over  a  host  of  mercenaries  to  com- 
pose a  standing  army.  The  greatest  sensation,  however,  occurred  in  the  I'pper 
House,  where  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  lord  privy  seal,  made  the  startling  declara 
tion  that  he  had  been  deceived  and  misled  upon  the  whole  American  subject,  and 
that  ministers  by  withholding  Information  and  misrepresenting  facts  had  induced 
him  to  lend  his  countenance  to  measures  he  never  approved. 

l)isa|)i)ointed  In  securing  20,000  minions  from  Russia  In  the  summer  and  early 
fall  of  1775,  England  made  overtures  to  the  German  rulers,  whose  lands  were  poor, 
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rliar;nlri*s  mihI   ;,^f('Ml<st    ^^cin-inls  in    liishuv.       A  l»;in(lnirm<;;   his 
«M»iifirinr(l  jniljjiiH'ni  to  jhIviukm'  on  New  York,  li^*  lirhd  his  ;iiiii\ 
5U"n>ss  thr  llinlsnii  Mini   l>v  s«'v<  r.'il  ch'vri'  fi'injs     smh  .is  niniix 
in;;  Mill   Lnniind  IDi'  .111  rxtcnsivo  rri<':niif>mont  in  Now  .Icrsov.  hv 
erortin^r  l>.ilv''  <»vrns  jil  ('iiuthjini.  :in<l  i»v  decoy  hdtcis  lli;ii  «on 
v«'niontlv    fril    intn    thr   l*ritisli   roniiiuuMlrr's   IijuhIs     h;i<l    iijiv 


whoso  r«'Houirrs  wore  limit«Ml.  \\ii..>.-  i;i.\.>  w,-,,-  hi-ii  mui  wliosc  trensmv  uii>  jihmi>.>< 
low.  As  experts  In  the  art  of  parcolliii;:  out  tr«»ops  to  noljihltorlng  i)ow('ra,  lh«'  <»pr 
mnn  princes  o«'(Miplecl  nn  ndvancrd  and  isolated  position.  Tlicy  had  1'«'on  ni  it  for 
nearly  a  Imn«lr»Ml  years  without  Inspiring  a  reputation  for  partiality.  As  far  hack 
as  ir.>%7  one  of  the  landjrravcs  rented  a  thousand  troops  to  the  Venetians  who  were 
fi^htlnt;  tlip  Turks.  Hut  since  (^ueen  Anne's  time,  when  nine  thousand  Hessians 
were  s«»Id  as  so  many  cattle,  to  the  Maritime  Towers,  the  flerman  rulers  had  been 
steadily  raising  the  tariff  in  their  dej?radinK  and  Infamous  specialty.  England  had 
been  their  steadiest,  commonest  and  most  prolltahle  customer.  At  the  Iwittle  of 
I>ettlnjfen  the  Hessians  were  evenly  rei)resented  as  hirelings,  six  thousand  serving 
under  the  standard  of  (Jeorge  H.  of  Kncland  and  six  thousand  under  the  Cerman 
Kmpi'ror.  ('harles  VII. 

Fi'hruary  1".>.  177«!.  the  treaties  thai  had  lie.u  entered  Into  with  the  Landgrave  of 
Hesse Cas.sel.  the  I>uk«'  of  Hrunswlck  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse  Darmstadt 
for  the  renting  of  troops  for  service  In  America,  were  laid  before  the  House  of 
<V»nimons.  An  acrimonious  debate  ensued,  a  delwite  that  was  Intensified  In  bitterness 
when  the  abasing  conditions  were  made  known ;  when  the  Ministers  reluctantly 
a<iniitted  that  the  proposition  was  no  novelty,  as  Kngland  had  been  In  the  custom 
at  all  times  tf»  employ  foreigners  in  her  wars,  and  that  the  terms  were  such  as  the 
princes  had  iirescribed  arul  necessity  compelled  the  ministers  to  accept.  The  troops 
were  secured  at  Immoderately  high  prices.  Thus  each  .soldier  was  given  nearly 
seven  pounds,  live  shillings,  and  the  i>rinces  who  leased  them  were  to  receive  ex 
iravagant  subsidies--  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  annually  £ir».519  for  4.tM)0  slaves;  the 
luindgrave  of  Hesse  f'assel,  £10,817  per  annum  for  10.000  slaves:  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Hesse,  who  made  the  best  terms,  the  handsome  award  of  JEti.OOO  for  088. 
In  air.  six  princes  were  Involved  In  this  decrading  business  from  the  I^eginning  to 
the  end  of  the  war;  more  than  18,000  troops  sailed  for  America  in  177(5;  nearly 
:{r»,000  In  all  were  brought  over  l)efore  the  war  closed,  of  whom  more  than  12,000. 
It  In  estUnated,  never  returned  to  the  laud  of  their  birth.  It  was  the  Prince,  not 
the  fioldler.  who  recelve<l  the  blood  money  that  went  with  the  transaction,  and 
It  is  not  surprising.  In  view  of  all  the  facts,  that  so  conservative  a  man  as  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  should,  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Lords,  stigmatize  the  pro 
ceedlngs  as  a  "downright  mercenary  bargain."  and  the  victims  as  "hirelings  who 
were  Ntught  and  sc»l<l  like  so  many  l»ea8ts  for  slaughter."  The  exact  amount  which 
th*"  (Jerman  princes  received  from  Lngland  has  never  Ix'en  learned,  but  the  aggre 
Kate  has  l>een  esihnated  at  ^LT.'n.ooo,  Including  pay  and  excluding  the  cost  of 
rerruiflng  an«i  •••pilpment. 

For  the  ,\merlcans  the  Hessians  entertained  the  most  thorough  cont^jmpt.  They 
regardeil  them  as  rebels  pure  and  simple,  and  as  such  treateil  them.  At  the  battle 
of  Brooklyn,  where  they  met  for  the  Ilrst  time  no  quarter  was  asked  or  given,  and 
Ihe  Amerlrans  who  w«re  taken  prisoners  were  humiliated  by  personal  chast!m>ment 
nt  the  liands  of  the  victors.  It  wos  the  Hessians  who  captured  the  Karl  of  Ktlrling 
and  .fohn  SiilUvnn  Hoth  Were  grossly  Inwulteil  by  tlM-lr  rnptor'*  <'o|onel  Van 
II  infled    a    H«*sslan    regiment,    writes:     "John    Sullivan    was   a 

111.  a   douieHilc    Mervant,    but    a   man   of  genius   wh<im    the   reliels 

mill  niach  regret.  Among  the  prl.H<>ners  are  many  socalled  colonels,  lieutenant 
f^lonels.  mnjorh  and  other  ofTlecrs.  who,  however,  are  nothing  but  me  hniileji.  tailors. 
••iMfomakers.  wigmakera,  barlieiv,  etc.  Some  of  them  were  soundly  beaten  by  our 
p»««»p|e    who   would   by    no   means   let   surh   per^ions  pass   for   offlcers.      Stilllvan   was 
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ersed  the  State  of  New  Jersey  before  Sir  Henry  Clinton  awak 
ened  to  the  realization  that  the  objective  of  the  American  army 
was  not  Staten  Island  or  New  York  City,  but  the  South.     Wash 
ington  had  decided  to  proceed  to  Chesapeake  Bay  and  cooperate 
with  the  French  naval  forces  under  DeGrasse,  who  had  sailed 
for  that  point  from  San  Domingo,  with  twenty-five  or  thirty 


broupjlit  to  mo.  1  had  him  searched  and  found  the  original  orders  of  General  Wash- 
ington on  him."  "Among  the  officers  taken  I  did  not  lind  one  who  had  been  in 
foreign  service.  They  are  nothing  hut  rebels  and  citizens  settled  here.  Tailor  Graul 
would  play  a  considerable  part  here."  And  again  :  "  iVIy  Lord  Stirling  himself  is 
only  an  echappe  tie  famille,  and  does  not  pass  for  a  lord  in  England.  He  looks  as 
much  like  my  Lord  Granby  as  one  egg  does  like  another.  General  Putnam  is  a 
butcher  by  profession.  I  imagine  him  to  be  like  Butcher  Fischer  at  Rinteln."  So 
much  for  Von  Ileeringen,  the  subsidized,  complacently  condemning  patriots  fighting 
for  the  liberty  which  was  the  pride  and  glory  of  his  ancestors,  and  utterly  dead 
to  the  degradation  and  infamy  of  his  own  position  as  a  hireling  and  a  military 
slave. 

In  spite  of  the  devastating  fire  which  swept  the  city  upon  the  retirement  of  our 
army,  New  York  must  have  struck  the  British  and  the  Hessians  with  its  picturesque- 
ness  and  beauty.  An  officer  who  arrived  With  the  German  reinforcements  in  the 
summer  of  1777  has  this  to  say  of  it :  "I  cannot  help  saying  that  it  is  a  beautiful, 
pleasant  and  level  country,  and  New  York,  although  the  part  nearest  the  sea  is 
burned  down,  one  of  the  finest  and  most  pleasing  seaports  that  I  have  yet  seen.  For 
tlie  houses  are  not  only  all. built  in  English  fashion,  regular  and  handsome,  and 
most  of  them  like  palaces,  but  are  also  papered  and  very  expensively  furnished.  It 
is,  therefore,  a  pity  that  this  country,  which  is  also  very  fruitful,  is  inhabited  by 
such  wretches,  who,  in  their  luxury  and  wantonness,  have  not  known  what  to  do 
with  themselves  and  wlio  have  only  their  pride  to  thank  for  their  fall.  Every  one 
at  home  who  takes  their  side  and  thinks  they  had  a  reasonable  ground  for  rebellion, 
should,  for  a  punishment,  live  awhile  among  them,  and  so  understand  the  con- 
dition of  things  here  (for  (he  worst  man  here,  if  he  will  only  do  something  can 
live  like  the  richest  at  home).  Whoever  would  do  this  would  soon  change  his  tone, 
and  understand  that  not  poverty,  but  crime  and  luxury,  are  the  cause  of  the  whole 
rebellion.  For  although  most  of  them  are  descended  from  runaway  vagjibonds  who 
were  driven  out  from  their  places,  yet  they  are  so  arrogant,  and  live  in  such  state 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  esi)ecially  in  New  York,  as  I  hardly  believe  to  be 
practiced  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  For  instance,  the  women  who  are  almost 
all  handsome,  be  they  the  wives  of  shoemakers,  tailors,  or  day-laborers  (which  last, 
however,  are  but  few,  for  every  soul  here  has  a  few  black  slaves  to  wait  on  him)." — 
it  was  the  Dutch  it  must  be  remembered  who  first  brought  (he  African  slave  to 
our  shores — "go  dally  in  mantles  of  silk  or  muslin.  This  luxury  increases  dally,  for 
they  receive  much  money  from  the  troops  and  do  not  have  to  give  as  mtich  as  a 
grain  of  salt  for  nothing.  Nothing  is  indeed,  more  annoying  than  that  people  who 
after  all  are  no  more  than  rebels  must,  by  express  order  of  (he  King,  be  treated 
by  (he  soldiers  with  the  greatest  politeness;  and  as  I  said  above,  not  a  grain  of 
i-alt  can  be  denuinded  of  them  gratis.  So  (he  poor  soldiers  would  have  to  die  of 
liunger.  if  (hey  did  no(  receive  three  i)ence  wor(h  of  ship's  provisions  every  day. 
consisting  of  a  pouhd  of  biscuit,  salt  pork  hardly  fit  to  eat,  a  few  mouldy  beans,  a 
little  oatmeal,  and  a  M((!e  rum;  on  which  (hey  must  live,  (hough  many  of  (hem 
lose  (heir  health." 

Before  (he  baltle  of  Brooklyn,   the  northern  end  of  New   York  had  been  fortified. 
Some  of  the  works  were  strcnigly.   others  crudely   constructed.      The   Aniei'ican   engi 
ueers  had  perforuHMl  their  duti(>s  as  well  as  (he  material   (hey  had  at   hand  afforded. 
The    ma(erial    was    mostly    militia,    and    at    this    early    stage    t^f    the    war.    it    must 
be    confessed,     the    niililia     inspired    nuytirmg    Inil    confidence    in     their    commanding 
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ships  of  the  liiic,  August  '.k\.  Tlic  Aim  ricnn  niniy  crosscMl  the 
Hudson  at  Kinjis  Imm  r\ .  Au^nisi  Jl  ,  iIh-  I'i«  ik  li  nimy  under 
Huohainbeau,  on  tho  22d.  That  day  CornwalliH  took  j)088CR8ion 
of  Yorktown. 

Nor  was  th(^  protection  of  New  York  overlooked  in  the  j;:eneial 
plan  of  the  Ainerir-nTi  •  nmniiUKh'r  in  chief.     V"  nn«'  hctlci-  ili;iii 


officers.  When  General  llowo  took  possession  of  New  York,  as  a  wise.  If  not 
enerKetIc  commander,  he  stationed  but  a  few  troops  In  the  town,  his  main  encamp- 
ment having  been  established  six  miles  north  of  the  city,  within  gun  shot  distance 
of  WashUiKtons.  Howe's  right  was  at  Uoren's  Hook  on  the  ICast  river;  thence  his 
line  ran  for  two  miles  across  the  Island  ;  his  left  lay  at  BloomluKdale  and  the  North 
river.  Both  Hanks  were  protected  by  men  of  war.  The  nearest  American  post 
was  the  entrenched  post  at  Harlem  Heights;  the  strongest  American  point  was  at 
Klngsbrldge,  which  had  been  well  for  titled  on  both  sides.  McCJowans  I'liss  and 
.Morris  Heights  were  held  In  force  and  susctptlble  of  being  diltiMlnl  amiinvi  mijm  rlor 
numbers.  Fort  Lee  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson  and  Fort  Washington  on  the  east 
were  the  most  formidable  of  the  American  works,  the  latter  commanding  a  position 
that  was  regarded  as  unassailable  If  not  Impregnable.  A  harmless  chcrauxde-friae 
had  been  sunk  In  the  channel  of  the  Hudson  between  Forts  Lee  and  Washington.  At 
the  proper  time  the  Itrllish  frigates  swept  through  It  as  If  It  were  cobwebs.  Unwill- 
ing to  attack  the  American  position  In  front  or  by  the  Uauk.  Howe  undertook  the 
clever  movement  of  gaining  the  rear  of  the  American  forces,  thus  compelling  Wash- 
ington to  al>andou  his  fortified  camp  and  meet  the  lirlllsh  general  oui  his  own  chosen 
ground  and  upon  terms  of  his  own  selection.  In  this  plan  developed  the  movement 
of  the  British  general  from  New  York  through  Hell  Ciate  to  Throggs  Neck,  relham 
Manor  and  New  Kochelle,  where  Howe  established  headquarters,  while  Washington 
occupied  the  Heights  between  the  Sound  and  the  North  river.  The  general  officers 
of  the  American  Army  had  in  the  meantime  decided  their  posithtn  untenable.  H 
was.  however,  d«'enuMl  advisable  to  hold't-'ort  Washington  as  long  as  possible.  Accord 
Ingly  the  army  mov«Ml  <ip  ilip  North  river,  the  right  or  rear  division  under  General 
Charles^ Lee.  who  had  urged  the  change  of  Iwse  with  nun-h  vehemence,  remaining 
for  a  few  days  at  Klngsbrldge  In  order  to  bring  away  the  supplies,  baggage  and 
other  impedimenta.  The  American  front  extended  twelve  or  thirteen  miles,  from 
Valentines  Hill  near  Klngsbrldge  to  White  I'lalns.  Tlie  twu  hostile  nruiies  were 
separated  by  the  Bronx.  The  policies  of  the  two  commanding  generals  were  totaMy 
different.  Washington  wished  to  risk  nothing  more  serious  than  skirmishes  while 
Howe  skilfully  mnn<eiiv»>red  for  a  general  engag«'ment.  H«'  hoped  for  a  victory  that 
would   uttfrly   •!  'he  American  army,   which   was  known   in   l>citli   armies  to  be 

upon  tlie  point  "  Minn  from  sheer  demorail/atlon.     Several  clashes  had  already 

occurred  iietween  the  Americans  and  the  Hessians.  September  l(>th  a  small  party 
of  Americans  boldly  atiarked  the  British  left  on  the  Klngsbrldge  roa«l,  which  was 
held  by  Colonel  I>onop.  This  promisvd  to  develop  into  a  very  lively  aflfair  had  not 
the  Hessian  reserves  hurried  to  the  assistance  of  their  colleagues,  when  ttte  Amerl- 
caos  r*»tlrwl, 

.N  -  .  liment  of  Colonel    Hand's   I'en  -n 

hni.  '   v,Uo   held   high  ground   liot^'  <l)- 

Ington   and   the   Kii<  .Vmerlcans   rushed    the  emiiicnt-f   wm-re   the 

Hessian    yagers    had  .    and    by   a   cU'ver   aubtcrfui:.     .;ii«t  ji-»I    mid 

burned  the  huts  upon  it  and  escaped  before  reinforcements  could  m 

Bitterly   Indecil  were  th<>   Hcsslnnn  to  pay  for   the  insults,  IndiK'-"-^  •• 
ties  they   had  Indicted   utum   the   Americans.     The  one  word   "Trenton   "  d 

for.  d 

tov  -l. 
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be  realized  that  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Continental  forces, 
this  State  was  exposed  to  the  gravest  peril.  An  energetic  and 
ambitious  British  general,  with  an  army  of  eleven  thousand  men 
as  Clinton  commanded  in  New  York,  could  well  afford  to  seize 
the  opportunity  so  temptingly  exposed  before  him.  But  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  like  Sir  William  Howe  and  Bnrgoyne.  prctVivc!! 


York  might  produce  memorable  results.  Throup:h  the  efforts  of  Governor  Clinton 
an  army  of  respectable  numbers  had  been  assembled  at  Peekskill.  Orders  were  des- 
patched to  General  Heath  to  advance  toward  New  York  under  the  guise  ot"  foiaging. 
and,  should  opportunity  justify  the  hazard,  to  attack  the  forts  which  guarded  Man- 
hattan island  at  its  northern  extremity.  Washington  had  several  purposes  in  view 
in  ordering  this  movement.  Howe  might  be  driven  to  withdraw  his  troops  from  New 
Jersey  and  effect  a  concentration  with  those  in  New  York  or  vice  versa.  Wash- 
ington notified  Heath  that  he  would  draw  the  force  on  the  west  bank  of  the  North 
river  together  at  Morristown,  where  he  would  await  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and 
avail  himself  of  every  circumstance.  The  commander-in-chief  directed  Heath  to 
act  wi(,h  great  precaution,  but  to  take  advantage  of  every  favorable  opportunity 
of  attacking  the  enemy  consistent  with  prudence  and  safety.  The  clear  military 
mind  of  the  commander-in-chief  saw  the  possibilities,  but  the  possibilities  could 
only  be  attained  by  the  success  of  the  movement.  Heath's  expedition  was  mon- 
strously unsuccessful.  His  command  consisted  wholly  of  militia,  many  of  whom 
had  been  summarily  forced  to  the  front.  It  advanced  in  three  divisions,  each  under 
the  command  of  a  general  officer.  The  first  or  right  division.  General  Lincoln's, 
approached  from  Tarrytown  down  the  Hudson  river  by  way  of  the  old  Albany 
post  road  ;  the  second  or  center  division,  under  General  .Tohn  Mnviu  Scott,  the 
turbulent  lawyer  warrior,  approached  by  way  of  White  Plains;  the  third,  the  left 
division,  under  Generals  Wooster  and  Parsons,  came  in  from  New  Rochelle  and  East 
Chester.  The  conjunction  of  the  three  commands  was  consummated  with  excellent 
judgment,  for  they  all  approached  the  enemy's  outposts  comparatively  at  the  same 
time,  shortly  before  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  17th:  (Heath's  :Memolrs  gives 
the  date  as  the  18th)  General  Lincoln's  on  the  heights  above  Colonel  Van  Cort- 
land's; Wooster's  at  Williams's;  and  Scott's  in  the  rear  of  Valontines.  What 
followed   is  best  told   in   General    Heath's  Memoirs: 

'•  Our  General,  who  moved  with  the  center  division,  knew  that  Valentine's  house 
was  the  quarters  of  one  of  the  guards;  he  did  not  know  but  it  might  be  defended; 
as  he  approached  it,  he  ordered  Capt.  Lieutenant  Bryant  to  advance  a  field  piece 
to  the  advance  guards,  and  if  there  was  any  opposition  from  the  house,  to  can- 
nonade it  immediately.  He  then  ordered  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  the  head 
of  the  column  (as  it  was  moving  on)  to  Incline  <o  the  right,  and  by  a  double  step 
to  push  into  the  hollow,  bclween  the  house  and  the  fort,  to  cut  off  the  guard  who 
were  at  the  house,  in  case  they  sliould  run  towards  the  latter.  .\t  this  instant  (wo 
light  horsemen,  who  had  been  sent  out  by  the  enemy  as  the  day  broke  to  reconnoitre 
the  vicinity,  came  unexpectedly,  at  the  descent  of  a  hill,  plump  upon  the  head  of 
Wooster's  column.  They  attempted  to  turn  about,  but  before  it  could  be  fully 
effected,  a  field  piece  was  discharged  at  them  ;  one  of  them  was  pitched  from  his 
horse  and  taken  prisoner,  (he  other  galloi)ed  back  to  the  fort,  halloing  as  he  passed, 
'The  rebels!  The  rebels!'  This  sft  all  (ho  outguards  and  i)lck»'ts  running  to  the 
fort,  leaving  in  s(uue  places  1hi>ir  arms,  blankets,  tools,  provisions,  etc..  behind 
them.  Tliose  who  lied  from  Valentine's  and  the  Negro  fort  weie  fired  at  as  ihey 
ran,  but  none  were  killed;  one.  who  could  not  nm  so  fast  as  the  rest,  was  taken 
prisoner.  Ten  muskets  were  taken  at  Valentine's  house.  'I'lie  guard  aliove  Van 
Cortland's  was  as  completely  surprised  as  the  others,  wheri'  (ieneral  liincoln  took 
about  forty  arms,  some  Itlankets,  otc.  etc.  Then  tho  !i>rt  an«l  centor  divisions 
moved  into  the  hollow  between  Valentine's  liou.se  and  the  fort,  whereupon  General 
Heath  summoned  the  garrison  to  surrender  In  the  following  bombastic  language  : 
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tlu'    S(Kirt\     nf    mIkUkIoIDmI     WdllK'M.    |i>    ll|f    |  h  issilj'l  1  i  I  i«'S    <»('    ;nlii(V 

iiiu  ;»  t|i«  isi\  r  \  irim  \   n\  »i-  .iicinirs  in  i  hr  In -Id. 

'I'lif  Iji^lisli  t'liiiiiiuiiKlrr  rniih'iihd  liiiiistll  h\  «l<'Sp;i  I  cliin'^^ 
Arimld  on  ;in  i\|M(lii  ion  oC  dosi  i  ii(ii<in  np  \\\r  Sound  in  ilir  Iio|m' 
of  disi  r;hi  iim  W  ;isliiii«;|on's  ;iiin\  and  of  foiTJii;^  liiin  lo  ii-tiirii 
to  tlu*  banks  of  die  Hudson.     Arnold  cxaiiod  Ids  infaniv  bv  the 


••Twenty  niinutos  only  can  \>v  allowed  for  tlii-  K»i"rlKon  to  plv«'  their  nnswiM-.  ninl 
should  It  Im?  In  the  negative  tliey  must  abide  the  con8«*«iuenccs.'  The  Ranlson 
tr<*atwl   the  doninnd  with   silent   eonteiupt.      rontlntilujr  the   Memoirs  stiite  : 

"A  delnchnient  with  two  Held  pieces  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  south  of  the 
fort  to  n  hill  above  Harlem  Creek,  not  far  fn>m  the  New  Bridge.  When  the  detach 
ment  arrived  at  this  place,  a  Itattalion  of  Hessians  appeared  <lrawn  up  on  the  side 
of  the  bill.  Just  within  KlnpsbrldKe  and  back  of  Hyatt's  tavern.  Our  Kf^H'-ral  ordered 
the  artillery  to  cnnnona«le  them  Immediately.  The  tlrst  shot  Just  cleared  the  rlRht 
of  the  Imttallon.  nearly  a  platoon  .settllnj?  down  as  the  shot  passed  them,  which 
entered  the  bank  close  behind  them.  The  second  shot  passed  about  the  centre  of  the 
Itattalion.  One  of  the  pieces  was  or«lered  to  be  drawn  lower  down  the  hill  ;  on  which 
the  battalion  quitted  their  t^round,  and  marched  off  as  fast  as  they  could  Without 
running,  to  get  Iwhlnd  the  redoubt  and  hill  at  the  bridge,  receiving  one  shot  more  as 
they  were  turning  round  the  point.  It  was  not  suspected  that  the  enemy  ha<l  any 
cannon  in  the  redoubt  within  the  bridge,  but  they  now  began  to  cannonade  tlu- 
artillerymen  who  had  ilescended  the  hill,  who  had  to  draw  up  their  piece  as  fast  as 
possible,  which  they  effected  without  any  loss,  but  received  three  or  four  shots  <|ulte 
among  them  t)efore  they  could  reach  tlie  top  of  the  hill." 

Thus  skirmishing  continued  off  and  on.  assisted  by  heavy  cannonading  on  luitb 
•Ides  for  several  days,  and  on  the  'J.'Ul  what  was  spoken  of  as  "  a  snuill  skirmish  " 
t>ccurred  Just  before  dusk  In  the  broken  ground  near  the  south  aide  of  the  fort,  where 
an  ensign  and  one  man  Iielonglng  to  the  New  York  militia  were  killed  and  five 
Wounded.     The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  unknown. 

Matters  continued  In  the  same  luconcluslvo  way,  with  exchange  of  shots,  rllb' 
and  cannon,  until  the  'J'.»th.  when,  as  tljere  was  an  appearance  of  a  severe  snow 
Htorm  approaching,  rumors  that  a  brlgacle  of  the  Itrltlsh  ha<l  moved  toward  I^'ort 
Washington,  and  that  orders  had  l»<»en  sent  to  Uhode  Island  for  a  detachment  to  1m» 
forwarded  to  Klngsbrldge,  a  council  of  war  was  called.  Ipou  the  imanlmous  Judg 
ment  of  Generals  Heath.  Lincoln,  Wooster,  Scott  and  Ten  Bro»'ck.  It  was  declared 
Inadvisable  to  risk  an  assault  upon  the  fort  because  of  the  Inclemency  «»f  the  weather 
and  the  absence  of  artillery.  To  save  the  forage  the  order  was  given  for  the 
troops  to  retire:  Ceneral  Lincoln's  division  to  Dotibs  Ferry  and  Tarrytown.  (ieneral 
Wooster's  to  New  llochelle  and  <Jeneral  Scott's  to  White  IMains.  The  great  expec- 
tations arouse<l  over  this  movement  and  the  <IoIefnl  failure  that  attended  It  exposeil 
It  for  a  time  to  no  en»l  of  rl<Iictj|e.  In  which  the  numerous  uenerals  who  partlrl- 
pnted  In  it  obtained  a  share  commensurate  with  their  rank. 

The  British  policy  of  propitiation  and  conciliation,  which  had  U'en  so  admirably 
followed  by  Howe  and  Burgoyne  lioth  of  whom  had  proven  failures  as  comman«|ers. 
was  al»andone<I  In  17S0.  and  In  Us  stead  was  substituted  roblH«ry,  rapine  and  loot, 
a  duty  whirh  wos  entrusted  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Lord  Cornwallis.  who  acted 
under   Inst;  >   I/ord  <;frn»alne.      ICxpeilltlons  were  ort;aiil7.«>d  wltlt   no  otii.r 

object  In   \  •    desiru«  tit.n  of  private  property,  and  In  all  these  expeditions 

the  Hesjilant  wr*'  ••ni-rk:''ile  and  clie«>rful  workers.      New  Jersey  for  n  year  was  the 
i.rin,  ij.nl  sufferer  from  thl.t  unwarlike  and  unmllitary  p^dicy. 

II  the  time  npproAched  for  the  French  troops  to  reach  the  lliulson  river.  Wash 
mgiMii  believed  the  favorable  moment  had  come  for  him  to  cajiture  the  forts  In  the 
vIrtDltj  of  Klngnbrldge  by  a  roup  dr.  main,  his  spies  having  reported  thot  Sir  Henry 
CllDton   hn!  i"«l  a   large  foree  from   his  command  for   an   incursion   Into   New 

Jerw-y       V.  n   drew   his   plans   with   his   usual   care.      He   ordere<l   an   aide   to 
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massacre  at  Fort  Griswold  and  by  the  burning  of  New  London, 
but  the  baleful  success  of  his  diversion  failed  to  swerve  Wash* 
ington  from  his  course. 

General  Heath  was  left  in  command  of  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment. His  instructions  were  general  and  elastic.  Washington 
directed  that  the  security  of  West  Point  and  the  posts  in  the 


repair  forthwith  with  letters  to  Rochambeau  to  explain  that  the  night  of  July  2, 
1781,  had  been  selected  for  the  expedition,  and  to  request  the  French  officer  to  join 
him  at  the  place  and  time  indicated.  As  a  corollary  to  the  general  proposition. 
Washington  expected  to  cut  off  a  detachment  of  light  troops  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Delancey,  stationed  on  the  outside  of  Kingsbridge,  near  Morrisania. 

On  the  evening  of  July  2d  the  partisan  Emmerich  had  marched  out  to  the  I'hillipse 
house.  During  the  night  word  was  sent  to  Lieut.  Col.  Van  Wurmb  that  the  American 
army  was  advancing  and  that  its  advance  guard  had  reached  Sing  Sing.  A  force 
of  200  troopers  and  chasseurs  were  dispatched  at  dawn  to  reconnoitre  and  to  cover 
Emmerich's  retreat.  A  relay  of  ten  men  under  a  non-commissioned  officer  was  sent 
forward  after  passing  Kingsbridge  to  examine  the  ruins  of  Fort  Independence,  which 
commanded  the  road  and  in  which  the  Americans  were  supposed  to  have  established 
an  outpost.  At  a  little  distance  a  body  of  men  were  seen,  but  in  the  gray  of  the 
morning  the  sergeant  in  command  imagined  he  recognized  the  blue  coats  and  straw- 
colored  trimmings  of  Van  Donop's  regiment.  He  had  hardly  uttered  the  words  "  good 
morning,"  when  a  half  dozen  men  sprang  at  him.  grabbed  him  by  the  hair  and  the 
straps  of  his  cartridge  box,  and  tried  to  choke  him.  He  twisted  himself  out  of  their 
hands  and  escaped  yelling  "  Ilebels  !  Rebels  !  " 

Washington  had  confidently  expected  with  the  aid  of  his  own  and  the  French 
troops  to  overcome  whatever  resistance  the  enemy  might  make  against  him.  General 
Lincoln,  who  had  been  placed  in  command  of  the  detachment  selected  to  attack  the 
works,  embarked  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  July  at  Tellers  Toint.  The  oars  of  his 
boats  were  mullled,  and  he  dropped  down  the  river  to  Dobbs  Ferry  undiscovered. 
Here  he  concealed  his  men  and  his  boats.  Personally  recounoitering,  he  discovered 
the  works  were  .«!tronger  and  the  enemy  in  much  greater  force  than  he  had  expected. 
To  render  his  position  more  embarrassing,  a  British  man-of-war  had  taken  station 
that  comuianded  the  landing  place  selected  by  the  American  boats.  Comprehendinj; 
the  futility  of  further  operations  in  this  direction.  Lincoln  relinquished  the  design 
of  attacking  the  works  and  concluded  to  carry  out  the  alternative  orders  which  had 
been  given  hlni. 

The  commanding  olhcer  of  the  French  detachment,  l.au/.un.  had  been  unable  to 
reach  the  point  agreed  upon  at  the  hour  selected  for  the  attack.  Lincoln,  therefore, 
after  landing  al)()ve  SpuytcMi  Duyvil  Creek,  marched  to  the  high  ground  in  front 
of  Kingsbridge  ami  there  coiiceab'd  his  command  in  a  position  to  intercept  the  corps 
of  refugees  should  it  attempt  to  retreat  to  tlie  island.  The  return  of  day  gave 
Ijlncoin  tlu»  opportunity  to  surprise  the  Cernians  In  the  manner  indicated  above,  but 
at  the  sanu'  time  betrayed  his  own  position.  The  advance  guard  of  the  chasseurs 
was  caught  at  a  disadvantage  in  the  pass  between  the  hill  on  which  the  fort  stood 
and  the  llariem'river.  Tlie  ground  was  narrow  and  unfavorable,  but  Lincoln  rushed 
forward  and  the  Hessians  retreated  in  wliat  threatened  to  develop  Into  a  rout. 
Having  reformed  tiu>ir  lines  the  chasseurs  in  turn  charged.  The  Americans  fell 
back  to  the  ruins  of  the  fort,  and  thus  allowed  the  chasseurs  time  to  form  on  good 
ground  and  In  good  ord(M-.  liton  reinforcements  arriving,  the  .\mericans  were  finally 
driven  from  their  position  aiul  retired,  over  one  thousand  feet,  to  high  ground.  Th<' 
Americans  held  the  bridge,  however,  and  Emmerich  and  his  party  wore  cut  off  from 
the  main  force.  Finally  the  entire  Hessian  command,  preceded  by  cavalry,  advanced 
to  clear  the  bridge,  the  Anuuicans  giving  ground  stubbornly.  Wurmb.  from  the 
movements  of  the  An\ericans.  suspected  danger  of  an  ambuscade.  He  halted  his 
command  and  reported  to  headquarters  for  orders.     Later  in   the  day  the  Amcricaa 
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Hijjlilaiuls  should  hr  considcM'od  tlic  first  object  of  his  attention; 
that  till'  protiHlion  of  thi^  iiorlhcrn  and  wcsicrn  froiitiiTs  of  th«' 
State  of  \(Mv  Yortc,  "  as  W(dl  as  of  those  parts  of  tliat  and  other 
States  ni(^st  rontijj:uous  "  exposed  to  the  ravaj^es  and  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy  was  essential:  that  "  the  most  elipjible  ]>osi 
tion  "  for  liis  troo]»s  was  the  North  side  of  the  Croton  river, 
which  olTered  eipial  advantaj^es  for  the  support  of  West  Point 
as  in  covering  the  countrv,  annoyin«r  the  enemy  an<l  for  the 
comfort  of  the  men. 

While  Washinjxton's  troops  are  on  the  border  line  of  mutiny. 
Governor  Clinton  is  encountering]:  equally  distressing  and  seri- 
ous experiences.  General  Stark  at  Albany  is  suffering  '^  em- 
barrassments"  that  ''are  almost  intolerable."  He  has.  not  a 
single  grain  of  forage,  and  ran  procure  none;  all  he  has  received 
in  a  month  has  been  ''a  little  swamp  hay."  Daily  the  fronti<^r 
calls  on  him  for  provisions,  but  he  is  powerless,  because  the 
quartermaster  "has  no  inon<'y  to  hire  teams  and  no  authority 
to  impress  them" — and  ""Major  SiiurtlilT  who  \\ill  have  the 
honor  of  delivering  this,  can  (^numerate  many  dinicnllies  tliat  I 
have  not  mentioned.'' 

Rumors  are  ranijiani  lliai  an  Knglish  emissary  from  Canada 
was  working  tljrough  the  American  lines  via  Albany  to  New 
York;   that   the  Tories  proposed   to  destroy  Albany;  thai   an 

army  advanced  ajralri  and  took  poasosaion  of  Valentines  Hill,  extondinn  their  lines 
from  Cortland's  Hearh  to  Spuyten  Duyvll.  The  next  day  the  American  troops  fell 
back  to  I»obbs  Ferry.     Here  Count  Kochambeavi  arrived  on  the  0th  of  July. 

The   !  Ions  In  th»*  i-n^nKi-HH-nt  amounted  to  thirty  men  killed  and  wounded. 

While  \  ion  was  dlHnppolnt«'il  In  not  socurluK  the  strouj:  posts  on   Manhattan 

Island,  be  still  bolil  tr-nnr|..iiHly  to  the  lntontl<)n  to  obtain  them  llnally  by  slcgc. 
But  early  In  August  Information  reached  him  that  convinced  him  that  more  pro- 
digious achlevementa  could  be  gained  for  the  cause  by  a  suibb'n  movement  of  bit 
army  In  Virginia.  Joining  forces  with  the  French  and  annihilating  Cornwallla.  How 
masterly  his  transfer  of  the  army  was  accomplished,  and  how  brilliantly  the  opera- 
tions were  '1.  Is  blazoned  In  undying  letters  on  the  reputation  he  has  left  to 
us  and  on  •  ry  of  this  country.  A  paper  r»-a<l  by  Mr.  IluRh  lln.'*tink'«  l)efore 
the  Sons  of  the   U«volntlon   at  Delroonlco's.   New   York   City.   ITth   .Tantiary.    190'J. 
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attack  was  meditated  upon  either  Albany  or  Schenectady  by 
Sir  John  Johnson.  In  fact  until  the  first  week  of  November, 
1781,  when  the  fact  of  Cornwallis'  surrender  was  well  estab- 
lished as  far  as  Canada,  New  York  was  in  an  incessantly  agi- 
tated and  unsettled  state  from  Peekskill  to  Saratoga,  because 
of  reports  of  a  destructive  nature  from  an  ordinary  raid  to  a 
full  fledged  invasion  from  Canada. 

With  the  downfall  of  Cornwallis,  came  the  natural  hope  that 
hostilities  were  at  end  for  good  and  all.  But  with  the  conven- 
tion articles  signed  at  Yorktown,  and  the  British  prisoners  dis- 
posed of,  Washington  placed  all  the  troops  that  returned  to  the 
North  under  coiniiiaiHl  of  Ocuieral  Lincoln,  who  distributed  them 
for  the  winter  as  follows:  the  New  Jersey  troops  near  Morris- 
town;  the  two  New  York  regiments  under  James  Clinton  at 
Pompton;  the  Connecticut  troops  in  the  Highlands  of  the  Hud- 
son, in  the  huts  they  constructed  the  year  before.  The  Rhode 
Island  troops  were  brigaded  with  the  Connecticut;  two  Massa- 
chusetts brigades  were  stationed  at  West  Point,  one  was  placed 
near  the  south  redoubt  on  the  East  side  of  the  river;  the  artil- 
lery was  parked  at  West  Point.  Scouting  parties  were  main- 
tained on  the  lines  South  of  Crompond  and  Bedford. 

Both  Congress  and  the  New  York  legislature  proceeded  on 
the  lines  that  warfare  would  be  renewed  in  the  spring  and  made 
preparations  accordingly  for  men,  clothing  and  supplies.  Wash- 
ington believed  in  taking  "  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual  meas- 
ures to  be  ready  for  an  early  and  decisive  campaign."  In  a 
letter  to  Lafayette  who  was  preparing  to  return  to  France 
Washington  declared  that  "  the  honor  and  glory  of  it  [the  next 
campaign]  to  the  allied  arms  in  these  states  must  depend  abso- 
lutely upon  the  naval  force.'^ 
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As  a  maltcr  of  f;u't  tlu'  Hrilish  people  thcinseh cs  had  i^rown 
liearlily  wearv  of  tlio  war.  The  National  debt  liad  swcdled 
to  aiiiazin;:  proportions,  laxes  were  heeoniin^^  more  and  nior«' 
oppressive  from  vear  to  veai*  and  the  only  ])ersons  who  were 
profiting;  from  the  eontinnance  of  hostilities  were  the  King's 
favorites  and  the  pcditicians  who  eorrnplly  shared  in  war  loans 
with  the  arnjy  eontraelors.  The  news  of  CA)rnwallis'  surrender 
reaelu'd  T.ondon  Xov(Midier  "27),  17S1.  two  days  before  tlie  openin«r 
of  rarliament.  'J'he  Kiu<j;'s  speech  from  i  he  throne  stubbornly 
declared  in  faNor  of  maintaining::  the  war.  a  sentiment  which 
both  houses  endorsed. 

lint  on  Febrnary  1*7.  1TS2.  the  old-time  friend  of  America, 
General  Henry  Conway,  mo\<Ml  in  llic  House  of  Commons  "that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house  that  a  farther  prosecution  of 
offensive  war  afj:ainst  America  would  under  present  circum- 
stances be  the  means  of  weakeninj^  the  elTorts  of  this  country 
against  her  KurojH'an  enemies  and  tend  to  increase  tlie  mutual 
enmity  so  fatal  to  the  interests  both  of  Great  llritain  ami 
Americ;.."  The  administration  threw  the  whole  weiirht  of  its 
power  and  resources  ajjjainst  this  proposition  but  in  the  end  it 
was  adopted.  An  address  to  the  King  in  the  words  of  the  reso- 
lution was  i>iom|>tIy  voted.  The  reply  of  the  King  was  unsatis- 
factor\  and  on  .March  1  the  house  adojited  a  resolution  which 
declared  '*  that  the  liouse  will  consider  as  en<'mi<'s  to  Ids 
Majesty  and  the  country  all  those  who  shonhl  advise  or  attempt 
a  farther  prosecution  of  olTensive  war  mi  the  (  ontinent  of  North 
America." 

With  the  inevitalde  change  of  Mritisfi  ministers  came  the 
change  of  IJrilish  commanders  in  New  VurK.  Sii-  Hiiiry  Clinton 
had  for  a  long  period  desired  to  be  relieved.      His  wish  was  now 
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gratified  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  early  in  May,  1782,  arrived  in 
New  York  as  his  successor  in  command  of  all  the  British  forces 
in  America.  Sir  Guy  thoroughly  understood  the  temper  of  the 
British  ])coi)le  and  his  conduct  and  i)oli('y  toward  the  Ameri- 
cans were  marked  by  friendliness  and  conciliation.  He  promptly 
notified  General  Washington  of  the  appointment  of  himself  and 
Admiral  Digby  as  commissioners  to  conclude  a  peace  and  fur- 
nished him  with  printed  copies  of  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  with  a  copy  of  a  bill 
which  had  been  introduced  on  the  part  of  the  new  administra- 
tion, authorizing  his  Majesty  to  conclude  a  peace  or  a  truce  with 
those  who  were  still  stigmatized  as  ''  the  revolted  colonies  of 
America." 

This  bill,  however,  had  not  become  a  law  up  to  the  time  Sir 
Guy  had  sailed  from  England  and  the  Americans  were  at  once 
distrustful  and  questioned  the  sincerity  of  the  whole  transac- 
tion. They  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  powers  of  the  new 
commissioners  were  any  different  from  those  of  their  Staten 
Island  predecessors  whose  terms  had  been  rejected.  Washins:^- 
ton  was  conspicuously  skeptical.  Although  discontent  raged  in 
the  army,  the  American  commander  never  lost  his  self-poise  or 
relaxed  his  determination  to  hold  his  arms  firmly  in  his  hands. 
He  had  perused  the  debates  with  ''  great  attention  and  care  " 
and  regarded  the  measure  as  "  merely  delusory  " — *'  to  amuse 
this  country  wi(h  a  false  idea  of  peace,  to  draw  us  from  our  con- 
nexion with  France  and  to  lull  us  into  a  state  of  security  and 
inactivity."  "No  nation,"  he  writes,  '' yet  suffered  in  treaty  by 
preparing,  even  in  the  moment  of  negotiation,  most  vigorously 
for  the  field." 


August  I'lul,  ^Nir  (iiiv  Carletoii  and  Admiral  l>i;4l»v  inl'oriiu'il 
W'asliinirtdii  tli(\v  were  nntliorizod  to  iiolify  liini  tliat  in'p:()tia- 
tions  for  a  ^^t'licral  jH-acc  liad  l)(\i::un  in  I'aiis  and  iliat  Mr. 
Thomas  (irtMnillr.  j>l«'nij><>h'n!  iarv  of  ilio  l']njilisli  foroij^n  otVirr, 
who  was  invested  with  lull  jiowois  to  ojK-n  noi,ni(  iat  ions  wilh 
Vorprennes.  had  l)»M'n  coniniandrd.  by  orch'r  of  liis  .Majesly,  to 
treat  for  tlie  in(h'|M'n(k'n(t*  of  \\\v  tliirlrcn  provinces  in  lh(?  first 
instance,  instead  of  hcini:  made  a  condition  for  a  general  treaty. 
Kven  these  i*epresenlations  faih'd  to  ;illay  W'asliinirtoirs  sus- 
picions, nor  were  his  exertions  to  maintain  liis  army  slackened. 
"  I  am  induced  to  douht  everything:;  to  sus|>ect  (^verythinp:,"  lie 
said.  "  T(»o  much  conlidence  and  supineness  may  be  i>ernicious 
in  the  extreme.'^ 

It  is  no!  necessary  to  follow  the  varying  phases  of  ilic  diplo- 
matic paine  that  was  carried  on  at  \^'rsailles  foi*  many  m(»nths;. 
of  the  many  complications  that  appeared  now  ;ind  ilieii;  of  the 
Mack  shadow  of  Mniopcan  jtolitics  thai  Inin^  t)\t'v  ilie  nc^^otia- 
lions  from  beginning;  to  end;  of  the  caus«^s  that  led  the  Ameri- 
can commissioners  to  shift  fi'iim  llirii-  (Mii;in;il  l'r<'n«li  mIUcs  an<l 
form  a  c(Kilition  with  the  Kn^Hish  for  common  prot(H'tion  aj^ainst 
the  Spanish  and  the  I'rfHrli.  ji  u.is  the  tiisi  An«;lo-Saxon 
alliance. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  ini<iveniion  td"  J\n,uland,  the  Alle- 
ffhenies  would  hav(»  marked  the  Western  bonnd.iry  line  of  the 
United  States.  Ihid  it  not  b.-m  \'(^y  \\\>-  biilli;iiii  ;ind  nii:i|»|>ri' 
<  iMtcd  woi'k  of  <i<*neral  (ieorj^c  Ko^^ers  riark  ulin.  by  captnr 
in;:  tin-  I'.ritish  jMJsts  at  Kaskaskia.  X'incmnes  and  iN'troit, 
thus.  b\  ii;^ht  uf  con<|iiesl,  brought  the  Northwest  territory 
within  tin-  jurisdiction  of  the  T'nited  States,  there  is  no  reason- 
able doubt  but   that   l''rance  would  have  dem:ind»d  this  valuable 


Preface.  xvii 

domain  as  part  payment  for  the  seven  niillions  of  hard  dollars 
that  country  had  from  time  to  time  advanced  to  the  American 
cause.  Congress  obsequiously  had  directed  our  Commissioners 
in  their  negotiations  to  comply  with  every  request  made  by 
France,  instructions  which  our  good  representatives  saw  fit  to 
disregard  upon  the  discovery  that  France  was  treacherous  and 
was  playing  a  double  game. 

No  misunderstanding  ever  should  exist  as  to  the  genuine  merit 
in  this  treaty  so  far  as  American  interests  are  concerned.  Our 
Commissioners,  in  the  light  of  all  the  circumstances  that  have 
come  down  to  us,  in  view  of  the  experienced  and  crafty  diplo- 
mats to  whom  they  were  opposed,  are  entitled  to  the  fullest 
meed  of  praise  for  what  they  attained  for  their  country.  Judg- 
ment should  be  passed  not  on  what  they  failed  to  accomplish, 
but  for  what  they  actually  secured.  Jay's  master  mind  is  traced 
throughout  the  proceedings.  His  calm,  judicial  temperament 
and  inflexible  determination  were  never  more  squarely  displayed 
than  on  the  question  of  fixing  the  Western  boundary  line. 
Franklin,  from  his  long  residence  in  Paris  and  with  his  French 
associations  and  sympathies,  was  naturally  more  disposed  to 
obey  the  orders  of  Congress  than  his  colleagues,  although  iu 
the  preliminary  woi'k  his  broad  statesmanship  shines  with 
steady  brilliancy  as  it  does  with  tJiat  of  John  Adams  at  the 
end.  The  other  two  Commissioners  were  Tliomas  Jefferson  and 
Henry  Laurens,  the  senior.  Jefferson  at  the  time  was  governor 
of  Virginia  and  never  left  the  country.  His  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  passionately  attached,  dicMl  in  Se])teinl)er,  1782,  after  an 
illness  of  several  months.  Laurens  had  been  apprehended  by 
the  British  in  1780  on  an  (^xjxHlition  to  negotiate  a  loan  with  the 
Dutch  and  was  only  released  hoiu  captivity  in  time  to  demand 
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that  \\\n\\  flir  r.riiisli  rvat  iiaicd  tiir  Iniird  Stat<'S.  fhov  sliould 
imt  <ari;v  awav  "  auv  ix^jrocs  oi'  otlnM'  jH'ojKTty  of  the  inliabi- 
tants."  Thr  inrliininarv  ait  ides  wrre  si^nnl  NoveinlxT  'M), 
1  Tsi!,  Im!  Willi  iho  provisiun,  lliu  ircalv  was  not  to  be  oin'rativc 
niitil  tMuidii  ions  woro  sottlod  botwoon  Spain.  Franco  and  Hol- 
land. Tin-  formal  cessation  of  hostilities  between  Kn<;land  and 
AnnTica  occuifed  in  dannary,  17S.'J.  Eij^lit  years  to  the  day 
ifi»r  Lexin;j:ton  and  Toncord,  AjM'il  1I>,  ITS.'!,  the  ;^Had  news  was 
dhcialiy  jirotdainied  l>y  ('on;j;ress. 

In  tho  meant iine  Savannali  had  ])een  evacnated,  in  dnly,  1782, 
and  Charleston  the  following  Dt^cember.  The  official  termination 
'f  the  war  was  not  establislied  nntil  September,  1783,  when  the 
representatives  of  the  powers  assembled  at  Versailles  and  Paris, 
the  articles  relating  to  the  Ignited  States  and  Great  Britain  that 
were  signed  tlu'  previons  November  beini;  emlxMlied, 

On  the  18th  of  October,  Conjjress  issned  a  ]>roclamation  direct- 
ing; tlie  discliarjre  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  absent  on  leave;  and 
of  all  others  who  had  enjjajjed  to  serve  dnrinj;  the  war  after  the 
Thir<l  of  November.  November  I'nd.  from  Hocky  Hill  n(»ar 
Trinceton,  New  Jersey,  \\'ashin;;liin  issm-d  his  farcwdj  orders 
to  the  armies  of  the  Fnited  States  in  tlu^se  words: 

**Tbe  I'liltcd  States  In  Congress  assenibhHl  after  KivliiK  tho  most  Ijonor- 
ahlo  riy   (*>  tlio  merits  of  tlio  federal   armies,   ami  nrosentiii?  them 

»^''''  ; .inks  t;f  their  country  for  their  lon^,  eminent  ami  faithful  .Kerv- 

liavinK  thou{;ht  profHT,  by  their  prm-lnmntion  liearin;:  date  the  18th 
f\ny  of  October  last,  to  di.schnrse  such  part  of  the  tnwps  as  were  engagecl 
for  the  war.  an-]  *  rmit  the  oH'ners  on  furlough  to  retire  from  service 
from  and  after  i  "W;  wliieh  itrfMOamation  having  been  comnjunlcated 

:i  tlie  pnblie  pai)ers  for  the  infornuition  and  Kovernment  of  all  eoncerne<l. 
It  only  remains  for  the  Conunander  in-chb-f  to  address  hlms«'If  once  more, 
and  that  f<«r  ftjp  hist  time,  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States  (however 
widely  •!  1  the  individuals  who  (>on)poKe  them  may  be),  ami  to  bid 

tliem  an  affiM-tifmate,  a  long  farewell. 

"Hut  before  tlie  Commander  In  chief  takes  his  final  leave  of  those  he 
holds  most  dear,  he  wishes  to  Indulge  himself  a  few  moments  in  calling  to 
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Tnind  a  slight  review  of  tlie  past.  He  will  then  take  the  libertj-  of  exploring 
with  his  military  friends  their  future  prospects,  of  advising  the  general 
line  of  conduct,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  pursued ;  and  he  will  con- 
clude the  address  by  expressing  the  obligations  ho  feels  himself  under  for 
the  spirited  and  able  assistance  he  has  experienced  from  them,  in  the  per- 
formance of  an  arduous  office. 

"A  contemplation  of  the  complete  attainment  (at  a  period  earlier  than 
could  have  been  expected)  of  the  object,  for  which  we  contended  against 
so  formidable  a  power,  cannot  but  inspire  us  with  astonishment  and  grati- 
tude. The  disadvantageous  circumstances  on  our  part,  under  which  the 
war  was  undertaken,  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  singular  interpositions 
of  Providence  in  our  feeble  condition  were  such,  as  could  scarcely  escape 
the  attention  of  the  most  unobserving ;  while  the  unparalleled  perseverance 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  through  almost  every  possible  suffering 
and  discouragement  for  the  space  of  eight  long  years,  was  little  short  of 
a  standing  miracle. 

"  It  is  not  the  meaning  nor  within  the  compass  of  this  address,  to  detail 
the  hardships  peculiarly  incident  to  our  service,  or  to  describe  the  dis- 
tresses, which  in  several  instances  have  resulted  from  the  extremes  of 
hunger  and  nakedness,  combined  with  the  rigors  of  an  inclement  season ; 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  dark  side  of  our  past  affairs.  Every 
American  officer  and  soldier  must  now  console  himself  for  any  unpleasant 
circumstances,  which  may  have  occurred,  by  a  recollection  of  the  uncommon 
scenes  in  which  ho  has  boon  called  to  act  no  inglorious  part,  and  the 
astonishing  events  of  which  he  has  been  a  witness ;  events  which  have  sel- 
dom, if  ever  before,  taken  place  on  the  stage  of  human  action ;  nor  can  they 
probably  ever  happen  again.  For  who  has  before  seen  a  disciplined  army 
formed  at  once  from  such  raw  materials?  Who,  that  was  not  a  witness, 
could  imagine,  that  the  most  violent  local  prejudices  would  cease  so  soon ; 
and  that  men,  who  came  from  the  different  parts  of  the  continent,  strongly 
disposed  by  the  habits  of  education  to  despise  and  quarrel  with  each  other, 
would  instantly  become  but  one  i)atriotic  band  of  brothers?  Or  who,  that 
was  not  on  the  spot,  can  trace  the  steps  by  which  such  a  wonderful  revo- 
lution has  been  effected,  and  such  a  glorious  period  put  to  all  our  warlike 
toils? 

"  It  is  universally  acknowledged,  that  the  enlarged  prospects  of  happiness, 
opened  by  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and  sovereignty,  almost 
exceed  the  power  of  description.  And  shall  not  the  brave  men,  who  have 
contributed  so  essentially  to  these  in(^slimal)le  acquisitions,  retiring  victo- 
rious from  the  field  of  war  to  the  field  of  agriculture,  participate  in  all  the 
blessings,  which  have  been  obtained?  In  such  a  republic  who  will  exclude 
them  from  the  rights  of  eitizens,  and  the  fruits  of  their  labors?  In  such 
a  country,  so  hapi)ily  circinnstanced,  the  pursuits  of  connnerce  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  will  inifold  to  industry  the  certaiii  road  to  competence. 
To  those  hardy  soldiers,  who  are  actualcMl  by  tlu^  spirit  of  adventure,  the 
fisheri(vs  will  afford  ample  and  profitable  enii)loynuMit :  and  the  extensive 
and  fertile  regions  of  the  West  will  yield  a  most  happy  asylum  to  those, 
who,  fond  of  domestic  enjoyment,  are  seeking  for  personal  independence. 
Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive,  that  any  one  of  the  United  States  will  prefer 
a   national   bankruptcy,   and   a  dissolution  of  the  Union,   to  a  compliance 
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with  tilt'  niiuishioiis  ni  <  oii.mi'ss.  and  tho  pnymont  of  its  just  debts;  so 
tliMt  Ihi'  <»llir»Ms  jiiid  sohllers  may  ('Xpoct  nuisidcrMltlr  Jisslstanco,  in  rcconi- 
niencin;;  tlu-ir  civil  (XTupations.  riom  tiic  sums  due  lo  tliem  from  tlio  publir, 
widfh  must   and  will   most    in«'\il:dily  he  paid. 

**  In  order  to  erteet  this  desiral)le  purpose,  and  to  remove  the  i)rejudi«es, 
which  nniy  have  taken  possession  of  the  ndnds  of  any  of  tho  good  people 
of  the  States,  it  Is  earnestly  riviunmended  to  all  the  troops,  that,  with 
stn>ng  attaehinents  to  the  rnion,  they  slKudd  earry  with  them  into  civil 
society  the  most  conciliating  dispositions,  and  that  they  shoidd  prove  them- 
selves not  loss  virtuous  auti  us«>ful  as  eitizens.  tli.m  they  have  lieen  perse- 
vering ami  victorious  as  soldiei's.  What  th()U;;h  there  should  i»e  some 
envious  individuals,  who  are  unwilling  to  i)ay  the  debt  the  public  has  con- 
tractetl.  or  to  yield  the  tribute  due  to  merit;  yet  let  such  unworthy  treat- 
ment produce  no  invective,  or  any  instance  of  iidemju'rate  conduct.  Let 
it  l>o  remend»ered.  that  the  uid)iassed  voice  of  tho  free  citizens  of  the 
rnitoil  States  has  pronnsed  the  just  reward  and  given  tho  merited  applause. 
I/Ot  it  be  known  and  remend)ered,  that  tho  reputation  of  the  federal  armies 
is  estal)lish«'d  beyond  the  r»'ach  of  m.alevolence  ;  and  let  a  con.sciousness  of 
their  achievements  and  faine  still  incite  the  men,  who  compose  them,  to 
lionorahle  actions;  luuler  the  iiersn.isjon  that  tlie  private  virtues  of 
tM'onomy,  prudence,  and  industry,  will  not  be  less  amiable  in  civil  life,  than 
the  more  splendid  tiualitios  of  valor,  perseverance,  and  enterpri.se  were  in 
the  field.  lOvery  one  may  rest  assiu-ed,  that  much,  very  much,  of  the  future 
happiness  of  the  oflicers  and  men.  will  dei)end  ujton  the  wise  and  manly 
conduct,  which  shall  bo  adopted  by  them  when  they  jire  mingled  with  tho 
great  btwly  of  the  community.  And.  although  the  (Jeneral  has  so  frequently 
given  it  ns  his  opiidon  in  the  most  pubH<-  and  explicit  iiianner,  that,  unles.s 
the  principles  of  the  l'e<leral  iJovernment  were  pr«»perly  supi»orle<l.  and  the 
jKjwers  of  the  I'nion  increased,  the  honor,  diginty,  and  justice  of  the  nation 
would  1)0  lost  forever;  yet  he  cannot  help  repeating,  on  tlds  occasion,  so 
interesting  a  .sentiment,  and  leaving  it  as  his  last  injunction  to  everj*  oflici'r 
and  every  soldier,  who  m:iy  view  the  subject  in  the  same  serious  point  of 
liglit,  to  add  his  best  endejivors  to  those  of  his  worthy  fellow  citiz<'ns 
towards  efToi'tinir  tliese  m-e.-il  and  \ahialile  purposes,  nii  which  our  very 
existenc(>  as  :i  nation  so  materially  de|iends. 

"  Tlie  ( Vimmander-in-chief  conceives  little  is  now  wanting,  to  enable  the 
soldier,  to  eiiange  the  ndlitary  character  into  that  of  the  citizen,  but  that 
steady  and  diM'ent  tenor  of  behavi«)r,  which  has  generally  dlstinguisliod,  not 
only  the  arnjj'  muler  his  immediate  connnaiul.  but  the  dilTereid  d«Machmont.»< 
and  wparate  arndes.  through  the  «ourse  of  th<'  war.  I'rom  their  go<Ml  .sense 
and  prudrn<*e  l»e  anticipates  the  happiest  conseiiuences  ;  .ind.  while  lie  con- 
gratulates th«'m  on  the  glorious  (M-casion.  which  renders  their  services  in 
the  fleiti  no  longer  necessary,  he  wishes  to  express  the  strong  obligations  he 
f«^»I.M  himself  under  for  the  assistance  he  has  riH-eiveil  from  every  class  an»l 
In  every  Instance.  Ih»  presents  his  thaidxs  in  the  most  serious  and  alTis'tion- 
ate  manner  lo  the  general  oMlcers.  as  well  for  their  coun.sel  on  niany  inter- 
esting cH-caslons,  as  for  tlielr  ardor  In  promoting  the  smtess  o(  the  plans  he 
had  adopte<l ;  to  the  cxmimandants  of  refrlments  and  corps,  and  to  the  otJier 
oflliers,  for  their  great  zeal  ami  attiMdion  In  carrying  his  orders  f»romptly 
Intft  extN'utlon  :  to  the  staff  for  their  .il.'ici-ity  .'ind  exa<'tness  in  performing  the 
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duties  of  their  several  departments ;  and  to  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  private  soldiers,  for  their  extraordinary  patience  and  suffering,  as  well 
as  their  invincible  fortitude  in  action.  To  the  various  branches  of  the 
army,  the  General  takes  this  last  and  solemn  opportunity  of  professing  his 
inviolable  attachment  and  friendship.  He  wishes  more  than  bare  profes- 
sions were  in  his  power ;  that  he  were  really  able  to  be  useful  to  them  all 
in  future  life.  He  flatters  himself,  however,  they  will  do  him  the  justice 
to  believe,  that  whatever  could  with  propriety  be  attempted  by  him  has 
been  done. 

"And  being  now  to  conclude  these  his  last  public  orders,  to  take  his  ulti- 
mate leave  in  a  short  time  of  the  military  character,  and  to  bid  a  final  adieu 
to  the  armies  he  has  so  long  had  the  honor  to  command,  he  can  only  again 
offer  in  their  behalf  his  recommendations  to  their  grateful  country,  and  his 
prayers  to  the  God  of  armies.  May  ample  justice  be  done  them  here,  and 
may  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  favors,  both  here  and  hereafter,  attend  those, 
who,  under  the  Divine  auspices,  have  secured  innumerable  blessings  for 
others.  With  these  wishes  and  this  benediction,  the  Commander-in-chief  is 
about  to  retire  from  service.  The  curtain  of  separation  will  soon  be  drawn, 
and  the  military  scene  to  him  will  be  closed  for  ever." 

With  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  November  25,  1783,  the 
American  people  settled  down  to  construct  the  magnificent 
fabric  of  government  which  had  become  theirs  through  inde- 
pendence. 

HUGH  HASTINGS, 

State  Historian. 
March  17,  1904,  State  Capitol,  Albany. 
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•aid  Corttflcntcs  being  apprt>vp<l  mid  kIkiumI  by  tho  Commander  In  Chief  or  a  Commaud- 
ISK   Cioncral   of   a   heparnto  Army. 

Thnl  all  Ishuch  of  clolhliiK  bo  made  from  the  MuRnzines  or  plans  of  general  Issue 
wUh  the  Army  and  to  avoid  Iho  necessity  of  dtturhed  Issues  tho  ollkers  commanding 
parties  or  detachments  arc  to  be  answerable  that  they  are  sujiplyod  so  far  as  may  b» 
from  tho  magazines  or  stores  at  camp  previous  to  their  leaving  tho  Army  to  which  they 
belong. 

That  no  article  of  clothhiK  bo  Issued  by  the  Clothier  General  his  deputies  or  assistants- 
but  by   return  and  ccrtifli'ales  made  and  approved  as  oforesaid. 

That  no  non  commissioned  offlcer  or  Soldier  who  Is  not  Lngaged  during  the  war  or 
for  tho  term  at  least  of  one  year  bo  furnished  with  any  article  of  Clothing. 

That  tho  Clothier  General  from  time  to  time  notify  the  pay  Master  General  of  all 
surplusages  of  Clothing  specifying  tho  Corps  to  which  they  belong  that  stopages  may 
be  made  therefor. 

That  he  make  return  to  the  Hoard  of  War  of  all  Clothing  on  hand  and  persons- 
employed  In  the  Department  with  the  wages  given  to  each  regularly  once  In  every 
two  month''. 

That  the  Quarter  Master  General  and  his  deputies  In  the  several  States  shall  on  the 
requisition  of  the  Clothier  General  furnish  the  means  of  transportation  of  all  articles 
of  Clothing  from  the  place.*}  where  Imported,  received  or  purcha>cd  to  the  places  of 
deposit  and  a  careful  Waggon  Master  or  conductor  to  be  appointed  by  the  Quarter 
Master  General  or  some  of  his  deputies  shall  proceed  with  the  clothing  who  shall  be 
answerable  for  all  deficiencies  on  the  road  unless  they  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
same  happened  by  unavoidable  accidents  and  not  through  their  misconduct  or  want  of 
attention. 

That  in  case  of  Injuries  or  deficiencies  happening  in  the  transportation  of  Clothing 
tho  Clothier  Stationed  at  the  Magazine  or  place  of  deposit  shall  represent  the  matter  to- 
tho  nearest  commanding  Ofllcer  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  that  the  Waggon 
Master  or  conductor  having  had  charge  of  the  Clothing  so  damaged  or  deficient  may 
be  tryed  by  a  Court  Martial  and  if  found  guilty  compelled  to  restore  the  goods  lost  or 
their  value  or  make  satisfaction  for  damages  accrued  through  his  negligence  or  mis- 
management or  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offense  by  judgments  of  the 
Court  Martial. 

That  the  Clothier  General  have  the  management  direction  and  Superlutendance  of 
Hides  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  War  with  full  power  to  call  for  proper 
returns  from  such  persons  as  have  heretofore  had  the  management  of  Hides. 

That  all  Commissaries  make  monthly  returns  to  the  Clothier  General  of  the  Hides  on 
hands  and  that  the  Commissary  General  make  monthly  returns  to  him  of  all  the  live 
Cattle  delivered  over  to  the  Commissaries  of  the  Army. 

That  the  Quarter  Master  General  or  his  deputy  on  the  application  of  the  Clothier 
General  or  either  of  his  deputies  furnish  Waggons  for  transporting  raw  or  manufactured 
hides  to  such  places  as  they  shall  direct. 

That  the  Clothier  General  with  the  concurrence  of  tho  Superintendent  of  Finance  be 
authorized  to  appoint  such  number  of  persons  to  transact  the  Business  of  the  Clothing 
department  durfni?  the  present  Campaign  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  find  necessary 
and   to  ascertain  their  wages. 
That  the  Clothier  General  make  monthly  returns  to  the  Commander  In  Chief. 
That  all    rej^olutlons  heretofore  pa.^sed   respecting  tho  Clothing  and   hide  departments 
inrnnnl'^tant   with    this  arrangement  and   the   resolutions   now   passed    be   and   they   are 
herrby   repealed. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Geo.   Bond,   Dep'y.   Secy. 

[No.  n778.] 
If.  .\fuirson  MakrR  Another  Appeal  to  Governor  Clinton. 

^^lir^H•l(l,  .iiin<-  mill  usi. 

Sir,  Tho  wook  hrfoic  last    I   did   iiivs<df  tlu'  honor  lo  trouble 
jour    Excellency    with    a    recital    of    my    vindifat if)n    from    the 
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aspersions  thrown  against  my  character.  I  can  now  say  no 
more  in  my  defence,  but  must  reet  my  reputation  upon  the 
various  circumstances  that  has  attended  me  during  the  war,  and 
upon  the  generous  clemency  of  the  world.  Your  Excellency,  I 
would  beg  to  look  up  to  as  a  friend  and  one  that  would  not  be 
disposed  to  condemn  upon  the  illiberal  suspicion  of  two  or  three 
malicious  men  (for  they  were  such  in  fact  that  first  kindled  the 
fire  against  me). 

The  difficulties  &  embarasments  I  am  reduced  to  from  this 
unfortunate  event,  is  enough  for  a  philosopher  to  bear;  when  I 
add  to  this,  the  neglect  of  those  friends  I  wish  most  to  own,  I 
think  my  fate  harder  than  I  deserve.  Capt.  Brewster  who  is 
the  bearer  of  this  may  possibly  throw  some  light  upon  my  char- 
acter that  your  excellency  is  not  acquainted  with,  or  I  should 
not  have  taken  upon  myself  to  have  written  a  second  time 
without  permission.  If  your  Excellency  thinks  my  appeal 
worth  notice  I  should  be  happy  to  be  honored  with  an  answer 
or  any  other  orders  that  your  Excellency  thinks  proper,  for  I 
have  not  so  great  a  wish  on  earth  as  to  serve  my  Country.  I 
am.  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  your  Ob't  Serv't. 

His  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  3771).] 

TJie  Oovcrnor  Transmits  a  Confidvntml  Message  to  the  Legislature  in 

Regard  to  Clothing. 

Gentlemen,    Finding  that  every  provision  made  by  the  State 

for  clothing  its  Troops  in  the  Continental  Service  liad  ])roved 

abortive  and  that  they  were  likely  to  continui^  in  a  sullVring 

condition,  I  was  induced  to  "adopt  the  Measure  of   which  the 

Legislature  will  be  fully  informed  by  the  Papers  accompanying 
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[No.  3752.] 

President  Huntrngton  Indicates  that  a  Proposition  for  Peace  has 
been  Suggested  hy  Foreign  Powers. 

In  Congress  June  1st  1781. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  Congress  have  received 
undoubted  intelligence  both  from  their  minister  at  the  court  of 
Versailles  and  the  Minister  of  F[r]ance  in  America  by  order  of 
his  Court,  that  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburgh  have 
offered  their  mediation  to  the  belligerent  powers  for  the  re- 
^stablishment  of  Peace.  That  these  overtures  had  been  eagerly 
embraced  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  That  France  had  de- 
clined her  full  acceptation  thereof  untill  the  concurrence  of  her 
allies  could  be  obtained  for  that  purpose,  at  the  same  time  ob- 
serving that  should  she  again  be  pressed  on  this  head  she  would 
be  obliged  to  enter  into  a  previous  plan  of  negotiation  con- 
ditionally for  herself  and  allies.  That  Spain  had  answered  in 
such  manner  to  the  proposals  of  the  mediating  powers  as  to 
show  her  eventual  acceptance.  The  intervention  of  such  formid- 
able powers  will  undoubtedly  prove  an  event  the  most  favorable 
to  these  United  States,  if  by  a  great  and  timely  exertion  we 
sufficiently  reduce  the  force  of  the  enemy  now  operating  in  our 
country:  but  should  languor  and  inaction  subject  us  to  the  con- 
tempt of  the  negociators  all  the  consequences  will  be  charge- 
able upon  ourselves. 


4  Public  Taikus  of  clfciuuGio  Clinton. 

This  is  a  conjuih  ( uif  that  calls  for  (he  most  serious  considcrji- 
tion  of  (liose  States.     ('on«::r('ss  have  nol  a  <]'»'ihl  in  their  minds 
lull    that   cacii  State  in  the   liiion  is  (htrrmincd   to  siipijort  the 
c'oiif('(l(  ra«v    thai    lias    brcn   so   solemnly   entered    into   through 
every  dillicnlty  and  hand  it  down  unimpaired  io  their  posterity. 
I'nder  tliesi'  iiupret^sioiis  Congress  can   with  confidence  call  on 
their  constituents  for  such  exertions  as  are  proportionate  to  the 
truly  critical  situation  of  our  alTairs.     The  plan  of  ojH'rations 
for  ihe  present  campaij^n  having  been  preconcerted  on  the  prin- 
ciple^ of  ohlii^in^  the  en(»my  to  abandon  their  possessions  in  every 
part  of  these  States;  therefore,  an  unequivocal  compliance  with 
the  demands  heretofore  made  by  Congress  for  provisions,  men 
and  money, are  what  we  have  at  present  to  ask  for.    Should  these 
means  be  expeditiously  and  punctually  put  into  our  hands,  we 
have  th(»  most  pleasing  prospect  of  putting  a  speedy  and  happy 
issue  to  the  war  by  driving  the  enemy  from  their  present  posses- 
sions in  every  part  of  these  States,  but  at  all  events  to  confine 
them  to  the  sea  coasts  in  or<ler  to  give  as  little  room  as  possible 
to  the  enemy's  claim  of  utipossidetis  which  nn  ill  undoubtedly  be 
most  strenuously  insisted  on  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  ne- 
gotiation.— A  tlaini  totally  inadmissable  on  our  part      of  course 
then  nothing  should  be  left  unessayed  by  these  States  to  prevent 
the  embarrasments  that  such  a  claini  must  inevitably  produce; 
of  consetjuence  it  is  become  indispensably  necessary  by  our  im- 
niedinto  and   under  Vrovidenco  successful  elTorts  to  ]»lace  our- 
selves in  euch  a  sitnatinn  as  to  enable  (»ur  ne;:ociators  to  sp4*ak 
a  firm  and  «h'cided  language  becoming  the  chara[c]ters  of  niin- 
M^ters  of  free  sovendgn  and   lndep<'n<lent   States.     We  conclude 
with  observing,  that  fr<>ni  the  fnregoing  communications  we  are 
80   thorf)Ughly   convinced    of    the   most    strenuous   exertions    of 
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every  State  in  the  Union  to  accomplish  the  great  objects  herein 
pointed  out  that  Congress  will  immediately  proceed  to  carry 
into  full  execution  their  plans  adopted  for  defeating  the  am- 
bitious views  of  our  enemies  and  be  prepared  to  accept  of  peace 
upon  no  other  terms  than  the  Independence  of  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  America  in  all  their  parts. 

By  order  of  Congress.  Sam.  Huntington,  President. 

His  Excellency  Gov.'r  Clinton. 


[No.  3753.] 

Heorge  Trimhle  to  Colorvel  Hay — Apprehended  for  Impressing  Flour, 

Staatsburgh,  June  1st  17S1. 

Dear  Sir,    Last  summer  I  rec'd  the  following  letter  from  you, 

Tiz: 

"  Fish  Kill  9th  July  1780. 

Dear  Sir,    His  Excellency  the  Governor  wanting  a  person  to 

execute  a  certain  piece  of  business  for  him  1  have  recommended 

you  to  him,  though  not  immediately  in  the  line  of  your  duty  as 

Qr.  Master  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  enter  into  it  with  spirit 

as  it  may  be  of  essential  service  to  the  country.     I  am  &c. 

Udny  Hay. 
Mr.  Trimble." 

Having  misunderstood  the  above  letter  I  thouglit  the  Colo. 

did  not  want  that  I  should  immediately  go  to  the  Governor  but 

I  returned  for  answer  that  with  ])leasure  I  would  perform  any 

business  for  his  Excellency  tliat  would  be  of  service  to  the  coun- 

ti'v  which  my  abilities  would  admit  of  my  executing  which  caused 

the  following  answer: 

"Fish-kill  i;Uh  ,lnly  1780. 

Dear  Sir,    Yours  came  to  hand  last  night.     I  must  have  made 
«ome  mistake  in  my  last  letter  as  I  want  you  to  go  and  see  the 
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Governor  at  I'<)u;;:lik«M'psit'  wliicli  von  will  ilo  as  soon  as  iM)88i!»l(* 
aftrr  rcct.  of  lliis.     1  am  ^.c. 

I  dny  llav. 
Mi.  TrinibU'/' 

After  net.  of  which  I  inimcdiatolv  went  to  I'oii^^fhkeopsie  and 
waitod  on  his  Excolli'iicy  who  InfornKd  luc  he  wanted  sonic  flonr 
impressed  and  ac<inaint  inir  me  at  the  same  time  tliat  lie  had  iin- 
dersiood  that  Jiio.  \\  hili'and  Mr.  (Julver  had  eaeh  ten  tons  which 
ho  expected  was  ireinir  ent  of  tlie  State  and  would  !)e  jrlad  I 
would  seize  it  for  which  jjurpose  he  gave  me  tin'  following  im- 
press warrant : 

By  his  Exeidlency  George  Clinton,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  General  and  Commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same: 

To  George  Trimble,  Asst.  Dept.  (Quarter  Master  Genl: 
Whereas  the  Emergency  and  occasion  reipiires  the  same,  these 
are,  therefore,  in  jnirsuance  of  an  act  of  the  Ivegislature,  en- 
tituled,  '*An  act  authorizing  the  person  admini^tring  the  govern- 
ment of  this  State,  to  grant  warrants  of  impress,-'  passed  tlie 
23rd  day  of  June,  1780  to  authorize  and  impower  you  to  impress 
for  the  use  and  service  of  the  army  Twenty  tons  of  flour — 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Poughkeepsie  in  tlie  County  of 
Dutchess  this  IHth  .Inly  in  the  tifih  year  of  tlu*  independence  of 
the  said  State  in  the  year  of  <»nr  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

After  rect.  of  wiiich  I  immediately  ])roceeded  hack  to  Shaaron 
and  havin;,'  made  in<iniiv  where  Messrs.  \\  liite  and  (Culver  lived,  1 
went  to  Mr.  liryant  an  assessor  in  Noith  l!ast  Precinct  a  Neigh- 
bor to  the  al)Ove  gentlemen  en«iuired  (»f  him  whether  he  knew  of 
any  flour  to  b<'  sold;  he  answered  in  the  Negative.  I  asked  him 
if  he  didn't  know  where  I  could  jmri  hase  some  for  hard  money; 
he  answer)  d  h<-  did  not  know,  but  he  fancied  he  could  get  some. 
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enquiring  whether  I  wanted  it  for  the  Easter'd?  I  answered  yes; 
he  enquired  when  I  wanted  it;  I  told  him  in  two  or  three  days; 
he  asked  what  price  I  gave;  I  informed  him  that  as  I  was  a 
stranger  in  that  quarter  I  did  not  know,  but  supposed  I  should 
have  to  give  the  market  price  of  the  country  asking  him  what 
that  was?  he  answered  five  dollars — I  enquired  of  him  when  he 
could  have  it  ready;  he  told  me  I  had  better  call  the  next  day. 

Accordingly  I  returned  the  next  day;  he  then  informed  me  he 
could  procure  about  four  tons  and  that  he  could  deliver  it  the 
day  after  to-morrow;  at  which  time  I  went  with  teams  to  his 
house,  before  which  time  I  could  not  find  out  where  the  flour  was 
or  make  any  discovery  about  it,  only  that  Culver  had  sent  his 
over  the  line  or  sold  it  and  Jno.  White  had  about  two  tons  which 
he  brought  to  his  house  the  night  before  after  the  teams  had 
arrived.  Mr.  Bryant  and  myself  went  to  Mr.  White  with  two 
of  the  teams,  the  other  two  I  sent  with  Mr.  Naglee  W.  Master 
to  Mr.  Hoffman's  and  Mr.  Strevill.  When  we  arrived  at  Mr. 
White's  I  asked  him  if  I  could  see  the  flour  and  examine  it; 
accordingly  he  showed  me  it  and  after  some  talk  about  getting 
it  out  of  the  State,  the  teams  arrived,  I  ordered  them  to  begin 
to  load  and  told  Mr.  Bryant  and  Mr.  White  that  by  virtue  of 
that  impress  warrant  I  impressed  them  twenty  two  barrels  of 
flour  and  the  twenty  belonging  to  Mr.  Strevil  and  Hoffman 
showing  them  the  aforesaid  impress  warrant  accordingly;  asked 
them  in  whose  favor  the  certificate  should  be  given  they 
answered  in  Mr.  White's;  he  beg'd  of  me  to  leave  him  twv) 
barrels  at  least,  telling  me  that  he  was  by  an  acci'd  rendered 
a  cripple  and  his  family  would  doubtless  starve,  to  which  I 
immediately  assented  and  took  but  twenty,  and  gave  him  a 
certificate  for  it  on  the  Agent  of  the  State.    Mr.  Bryant  began  to 
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nlnisr  inr  with  his  lon^^uc;  afirr  some  few  iiuMncnts  I  fj^sive 
liim  a  liim  how  faiilifiillv  lie  cxcMMiicd  liis  oHire  as  an  assoHSor, 
lioNV  patriotic  like  Ik*  couhl  assist  lloiii-  niimiiii:  over  the  lines, 
but  could  not  assif^t  in  pioruiini,'  any  f(»r  the  Army  at  a  time 
wlu'n  tlu'V  were  allinost  dishandin^  for  that  very  article,  which 
reply  silenced  his  tonj^ne  very  (piiciv.  1  then  proceeded  with  the 
tr-nnis  in  the  nii^lit  to  Shaai'on.  and  s(Mit  the  flonr  to  Fislikill 
liavinix  LMven  c(»rtiliea(es  for  the  whole  of  the  tlour — And  on 
the  inth  ult.  1  was  in  Shaaron  when  the  eon^tahle  came  and  took 
nic  with  the  following  warrant : 

[To  attach  the  goods  or  estates  of  George  Trimble  now  resi- 
dent in  sd.  Sliaron  to  the  vahn^  of  two  hnndred  pounds  money 
find  for  want  thereof  to  attach  the  body  of  the  fid.  George 
Trimble  if  he  may  be  found  in  your  precinct  and  liim  safely 
keep  so  tliat  he  may  lie  had  before  the  County  court  to  be  holden 
at  l.itchGeld  in  and  for  the  County  of  Litchfield  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  in  September  next,  then  and  there  to  answer  unto  J  no. 
White  of  the  Little  Nine  ]»artners  in  Dutchess  County  and  State 
of  New  ^'ork  in  a  jdea  that  to  the  plaint  ill  the  Defendant  render 
the  sum  of  eighty  nine  pounds  thirteen  sliillings  New  York 
money  being  e(jual  to  seventy  four  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and 
nine  pence  lawfull  money  of  this  Slate.     •     ♦     *] 

[Signed  Jno.   Canfldd.  dus.   Peace.] 

After  the  sight  of  the  above  warrant   J   procured  bail  and  so 

the  suit  8tand^<.      1  am,  D«  ai-  Sii-.  wiili  respect,  Yr.  Most  Obrd't 

Hble.  Serv't. 

Geo.  Trimble. 
To  Colo.  J  lay.  ^ 
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[No.  3754.] 

President  Huntington  Requests  Secrecy  Regarding  the  Contents  of  a 

Previous  Letter, 
(Circular.) 

Philadelphia  June  2,  1781. 

Sir,  My  letter  of  yesterday*  addressed  to  your  Excellency  and 
which  accompanies  this,  contains  such  important  Intelligence, 
that  Congress  have  thought  it  indispensible  to  communicate  the 
same  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  through  their  re- 
spective Supreme  Magistrates  as  soon  as  possible;  at  the  same 
time  the  Intelligence  is  of  a  nature  that  ought  to  be  kept  secret 
as  may  be  at  present.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  to  request  that 
effectual  measures  may  be  observed  to  prevent  copies  or  extracts 
of  the  Letter  of  the  1st  Instant  from  being  taken  or  published — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  Respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

Sam.  Huntington,  President. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3755.] 
Jonas  Canniff  to  Gov.  Clinton — Application  for  Exchange. 

I  Jonas  Canniff  of  the  Precinct  of  Rumbout  in  the  County  of  Dutchess  and  State  of 
New  York,  do  by  virtue  of  a  Law  of  the  Said  State  entitled  "An  Act  to  enable  the 
person  administering  the  Government  to  exchange  persons  applying  for  that  purpose  as 
prisoners  of  war  for  the  subjects  of  this  State  Prisoners  of  War  with  the  enemy" 
hereby  make  application  to  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Governor  of  the  said 
State,  if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  exchange  myself,  and  my  family  consisting  of 
my  wife,  and  five  sons,  viz  one  of  twenty  four  years  of  age,  one  of  nlnteen  years  one 
of  sixteen  years,  one  of  fourteen  and  one  of  eight  years  old,  and  two  daughters,  one  of 
twelve  and  the  other  six  years  old,  as  prisoners  of  war  for  Mr.  Edward  Hick's  family, 
now  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  or  for  any  other  person  or  persons  subject  or  subjects 
of  this  State  Prisoner  or  Prisoners  of  War  with  the  enemy  as  your  Excellency  shall 
think  most  proper.  In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  in  the  presence 
of   the   underwritten   witnesses,    this   2d    Day   of   June   In    the   year  of   Our   Lord    One 

Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and   Eighty-one. 

Jonas  Canniff. 
Signed  by  the  said 
Jonas  Canniff,   In  the  presence  of 
Ab'm  Brinckerhoff 
Hend'k  Wyckoff, 


•See  document  37B2,  page  3. 
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[No.  nine.] 

Jivtuni  of  Ixrics  from  Gen.  Sicarticout\^  lirif/ade. 
A  rt'turn   of  llic  Icvirs   (o  ho  rccM   from   (Mn'rl.   Swarlhout's 
Bregd.     Kxcliisivo  of  Colo  (Jraius  [Ciraliaiii's]  IJc^nincnt  Fi.shkill 
3rd  June  1781. 


Colonel'*  Namee 


Cota 


Collo.  Hopkins 

52 

42 

10 

J)o.     F  rear's 

51 

32 

1!) 

Dm.     \'aii(l'l)ur«;li 

26 

25 

1 

Do.    Iiroukerliotl 

40 

39 

1 

Do.    Folds 

47 

43 

4 

Do.    LuttiTi«2^toir8 

32 

13 

!'.♦ 

Total 

248 

195 

53 

Rood. 


Deh't 


E.  V,  Bunsclioten,  Major. 


[No.  .3757.] 

Arctit  Pruyn  Files  an  AppVwation  for  Permission  for  his  Father  atvl 

Familij  to  Visit  New  York. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaiiiL  yoiiv  Excelleiicv  that  my  Father 
Mi-.  Ilariiicii  Pniyn.  who  is  at  New  York  lia^^  obtaiiHMl  and  sen: 
out  a  iH'rniissiou  from  the  Commanding  ofheer  there,  for  his 
family  and  effects  to  come  into  New  York.  I  am  to  aeciiiaint  your 
Excellency  that  liis  Family  who  air  (h-.^ired  to  go  to  him,  con 
gists  of  two  daughters,  the  one  about  Thirteen  and  the  otlic' 
about  Ten  years  old,  and  onf  Son  of  about  Twelve  years  old — 
Two  Servants  the  one  a  woman  of  about  scNrntccn  and  the  other 
a  young  negroe  l)oy  with  ilitir  cloaths  and  I»e<lding — Your  Kk- 
rellency  will  doubtless  kn(»w  ihat  my  failnr  \t^  nno  of  the  per- 
sons who  is  s<*iit  to  N'-w  \itvk  for  drclining  to  take  the  oath 
tendered   to  him.  and    I    Im-l:   bavc   fjirtln-r   to  observe  that   tint 
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'Oommissioners  informed  him  he  was  at  Liberty  either  then  to 
take  such  of  his  Family  with  him  as  were  inclined  to  go  alonj]^, 
or  to  send  for  them  at  any  time  afterwards,  upon  the  Faith  of 
Which  I  am  inclined  to  believe  my  Father  has  now  sent  for  thepj 
— I  am,  therefore,  to  desire  your  Excellency  to  be  pleased  to 
Grant  the  Necessary  Permission  for  them  to  go  with  safety  to 
New  York  by  the  way  of  Elizabeth  Town — Your  Excellency's 
Compliance  will  greatly  oblige  Sir  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedi- 
ent and  humble  servant. 

Kinderhook,  4th  June  1781. 

His  Excellency,  Govr.  Clinton. 


[No.  3758.] 

Colonel    Williams^    Disoouraging    Report    to     Governor    Clinton 
Regarding  the  Vermont  Outlook. 

White  Creek,  June  5, 1781. 
Hon  Sir,  Having  an  opportunity,  I  take  the  liberty  of  acquaint- 
ing you  of  the  Vermont  Flag  returning,  by  information,  they  were 
not  permitted  to  go  further  than  the  Island  Ore,  [Isle  aux  Noix]. 
That,  the  best  of  the  enemies  Troops  are  atQuebeck,and  the  same 
troops  which  harrassed  us  last  fall  are  now  at  Island  Ore  and  to 
be  kept  on  the  same  business  and  may  be  expected  on  our  fron- 
tier in  a  few  days,  that,  the  prisoners  could  not  be  procured  till 
an  equal  number  are  produced,  (for  which  an  application  is  to  be 
made  to  Gen'l  Washington;)  I  have  repeatedly  solicited,  for  the 
Grants  people  to  assist  us  in  case  of  an  invasion  on  our  post,  but 
<'annot  obtain  any  certainty  for  it ;  whatever  tlu'lr  intention  may 
be  time  only  can  discover  tlio,  I  must  confess  it  h)oks  dark  at 
present.     I  make  no  doubt  but  that  vou  have  been  informed  of 
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our  (lillicull  i<>s  Imtc:  nothinix  l»iit,  'S'orUcis  \  X'erinonlcrs  in 
talUrd  o\\  :iii(I  (Vi'ii  tlic  Imivs  and  vmiii^^stcrs,  arc  lij^hlin;^  almost 
dailoy  on  (ho  sul)j(M't,  and  I  can  assiirc^  you  tliat  only  a  cool  and 
calm  tlisposition  of  some,  ha(h  incNcnlcd  its  hcint,'-  a  general 
quarrcll.  I  Ixdievc  tliis  is  (lie  only  districi  wliicli  liatli  voted  for 
New  York,  and  I  expect  that  NCrnionl  will  Mxereis**  Jurisdiction 
over  it  in  a  few  days,  notwithstaudinj,' your  friend  Collo,  Warren 
Lalli  sold  his  interest  in  ^'ermont,  and  purchased  a  jjossession 
in  Grcentield  (adjoining;  Granville)  hut  haili  unhappily  taken  up 
with  this  new  claim.  Your  other  friend  Collo.  Ebenez'r  Allen  I 
am  told  hath  solicited  your  Excellency,  for  a  Commission;  you 
are  sensible  of  the  value  of  those  men,  and  I  would  wish  an 
opportunity  would  present,  for  these  being  appointed  in  otlice 
under  this  State.  Gen'l  Allen  hath  completely  done  for  himsi  If^ 
and  every  person  almost,  twits  him  for  Timber.  However,  by 
what  I  can  learn  of  him,  he  is  desirous  to  be  in  commission  under 
York  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  many  others?  in  that  State 
would  be  glad  of  tlx'  same  oj>port unity,  on  acc't  of  some  disjmsi- 
tions  taking  place. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  the  troops  could  not  have  been  for- 
warded, on  the  frontiers,  by  the  10th  of  May  last.  T  dare  say 
in  case  tliere  had  only  100  men  taken  i>ost  at  Fort  Kdw a rd  by 
that  time,  it  would  have  saved  all  these  troubles.  However,  I 
am  sensible  of  tlie  dilVicullies  which  have  arisen,  and  still  con- 
tinue. I  am  surprised  <'nngre8S  d<M*s  not  take  the  matter  into- 
consideration.  If  they  do  nut  noi-  nothing  is  <lon('  by  this  State> 
goon.  w(»  shall  be  <-()m|M'lhMl  to  submit  oui-sehes  to  the  .luiisdic- 
tion  of  Vermont,  and  what  the  i-onsecjucnces  of  it  will  be,  (i<.d 
only  knows.  Xothinf?  scarcely  talked  of  but  the  bad  conduct  of 
the   I>^gi<^lature   iV:    the    .\dininistration    of   r,n\eniiii.ii!    in    ihi» 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  13 

State;  no  troops  on  the  frontiers,  no  provisions  nor  no  money, 
nor  have  the  men  got  ammunition,  altho  an  alarm  is  every  day 
expected.  Cambridge  Regiment  is  sufficiently  supplied  with 
that  article,  from  Vermont  last  week,  and  I  am  told  some  of  this 
Keg't  got  ammunition  yesterday,  in  the  same  way.  I  could  wish 
some  method  were  devised  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  pro- 
visions from  every  district  in  the  fall,  and  persons  appointed  to 
collect  it  in  every  district  and  the  Quantity  divided  amongst  so 
many  [as]  can  be  spared,  at  killing  time  so  as  not  to  be  felt  by 
the  Inhabitants  and  be  a  sufficiency  for  the  ensuing  season. 

I  have  supplied  within  one  year,  (not  paid  for)  six  yoke  of  oxen, 
one  cow,  24  hundred  of  flower,  almost  £2000  for  expenses  of  cort 
martials,  upwards  of  a  bushell  and  J  of  salt,  and  pasturing  tv\^o 
or  three  hundred  of  horses  for  three  weeks. 

Towards*  farm  51  hundred  and  odd  of  flower,  one  yoke  of 
oxen  and  one  cow,  and  ten  bushel  Is  of  wheat. 

And  I  am  certain  were  proper  measures  taken  and  carried  into 

execution,   a  sufficient   supply   could   be   obtained.     I    have  the 

honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem  your  most 

obed't  &  most  Humble  serv't. 

John  Williams. 

To  His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  at  Poughkoepsie. 


♦Manuscript  indecipherable. 
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[No.  3760.] 
Congress  and  Bills  of  Credit  Issued  hy  the  States. 

(Circular.)  Philadelphia,  June  6,  1781. 

Sir,  Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed,  a  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  2nd  Instant,  directing  that  all  Bills  which  are  issued 
in  the  respective  States  in  Pursuance  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
18th  of  March  1780,  after  the  Expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
Time  the  Interest  on  such  bills  begins  to  be  completed,  be 
stamped  with  the  Words  or  Characters,  Int  pd  one,  (or  1)  Year. 

And  that  such  of  the  said  bills  as  have  already  issued,  when- 
ever the  Interest  is  paid,  be  stamped  in  like  Manner,  to  prevent 
the  necessity  &  Expence  of  exchanging  them. 

It  is  also  the  Sense  of  Congress  that  the  several  States  sus- 
pend, as  far  as  possible,  the  issuing  of  such  Part  of  their  re- 
spective Quotas  of  said  Bills  as  remain  to  be  issued. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greatest  Respect  Your  Excellen- 
cy's Most  obedient  &  humble  Servant. 

Sam.  Huntington,  President. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

By  The  United  States  In  Congress  Assembled.    June  2d,  1781 

Resolved,  That  all  bills  of  credit  which  issue  In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  18th 
March  1780,  in  any  of  the  States  after  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  time  the 
Interest  on  such  bills  begins  to  be  computed  be  marked  by  writing  or  stamping  before 
they  are  issued  with  the  words  or  characters  "Int.  pd.  one  (or  1)  year." 

That  such  of  the  said  bills  as  have  already  issued  or  may  issue  in  the  course  of  a 
year  from  the  time  interest  begins  to  be  computed  on  them  be,  when  sugh  interest  is 
paid,  marked  in  like  manner  to  prevent  the  necessity  and  expence  of  exchanging  them. 

That  where  any  State  has  adopted  similar  adequate  provisions,  these  shall  not 
operate. 

That  the  Several  States  suspend  as  far  as  possible  the  issuing  of  such  part  of  their 
respective  quotas  of  the  said  bills  as  remain  to  be  issued.    Extract  from  the  minutes — 

Chas.   Thomson,   Secy. 


[No.  3761.] 

Captam  James  Holmes  from-  Poughkeepsic  Gaol  Files  a  Petition 

far  Relief  with  the  Governor. 

Poughkeepsle  Gaol,  7th  June,  1781. 
To  HlB  Excellency,    The  Gov"r.    &c   &c   &c.— May   it  picas   your  excellency.     As  the 
•xtremlty  of  my  situation  and  reduced  circumstances,  produced  principly  by  the  length 


aud  i>alnfullno.s»  of  my  Imprisonments,  will  doubtless  In  a  consldcrablo  degree  apologize 
for  this  my  most  re-spoclfuU  representatlou  and  address,  bo  llkowlso  my  inability  thereto, 
Will  intillo  me  to  your  excellency's  forgivenc.<«  as  to  any  absurdities  In  the  same. 
However  critical  my  situation  or  may  bo  at  the  disposel  of  the  power  that  hath  beltherto 
directed,  the  lino  of  conduct  pcrsu'd  with  me,  I  am  urged  to  say  however  1  might  err 
In  Judgment  as  to  the  propriety  of  any  part  of  my  conduct  since  the  coramlnceinent  of 
the  contest,  I  always  concolv'd  the  causes  cooly  Judg'd  off,  with  allowences  of  many 
angravatlng  circumstances  would  Justify  the  acts.  As  Its  beyond  my  abilities  to  con- 
ceive off,  80  I  cannot  ascribe  the  singularity  and  severity  of  my  treatment  to  any  cause 
whatever,  especially  as  I  am  exceeding  clear  and  can  with  propriety  say,  conclous  to 
my  selfe,  i  have  not  been  concerned  in  any  plots  or  conspiracies  against  the  Gov't  of 
the  state,  my  conduct  while  with  the  enemy;  the  Justice  of  my  excuse  for,  and,  the 
honest  open  manner  of  my  returning  together  with  other  favorable  circumstances  some 
of  which  I  mentioned  In  my  former  address  to  yr  exrcliency,  would  have  entitled  me 
to  a  more  favorable  reception,  or  at  least,  I  could  not  have  expected  the  rigor  of  my 
treatment,  could,  so  far  exceed  that  of  any  other  persons  let  their  exertions  in  oppo- 
Bttion,  be  what  they  may,  making  no  allowances  for  the  causes  and  aggrevating  com- 
pulsary  circumstances  which  forced  me  from  the  small  retlr'd  living  I  mentlon'd  to  yr, 
excellency.  In  my  former  address.  Delng  not  only  urged  by  my  feelings  again  In  the 
most  respectfull  manner  to  request  yr.  excellency  will  If  by  any  means  Its  consistent 
with  the  policy  of  the  State,  condesend  to  grant  the  request  contained  In  my  letter  to 
the  comm'rs.  of  the  twentieth  of  Nov'r.  last,  whose  determination  thereon,  was  sub- 
mitted for  yr.  excellency's  approbation  and  confirmation;  but  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances attending  my  case,  seems  more  Immediately  to  sajest  the  propriety  and  neces- 
saty  of  such  a  measure,  more  especially  as  I  could  not  be  received  and  restored  nor 
enlarg'd  on  any  conditions  whatever,  tho  repeatedly  and  respectfully  requested;  my 
estate  confiscated;  by  the  length  and  singularity  of  my  Imprisonment  not  only  reduced 
to  needy  and  necessatous  circumstances  but  completely,  to  a  state  of  beggery.  not  having 
a  coat  to  my  back,  nor  hardly  a  shirt,  having  been  many  weeks  without  a  shilling  to 
purchase  a  drink  of  grog,  except  a  trifle  I  possessed  myself  olT,  by  the  sale  of  a  few 
articles  of  clothing,  and  very  considerably  Indebted  for  my  necessary  subsistance.  and 
without  friends  to  give  me  further  relief;  my  case,  being  thus  situated,  should  neither 
the  policy  of  the  state  admit  off,  nor  yr.  excellency  condescend  to  grant,  the  aforesaid 
request,  I  am  persuaded  and  hope  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  my  case  will 
Influence  yr.  excellency  to  devise  some  plan  for  my  relief,  thats  not  only  conslstant 
with  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  State,  but  remove  the  dismal  aspect  my  affairs 
8oeni«  to  have.  Yr.  excellency's  condesentlon  In  attending  to,  and  granting  this  my 
hum'l  request  will  not  only  give  relief  to  a  great  sufferer,  but  lay  me  under  the  most 
«ensablo  obligatlona  of  gratitude.  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  yr.  excellency's  most 
obedient  and  very  Hum'l  serv't. 

Ills  Excellency.  James  Holmes. 

P.  S.  My  being  without  any,  or,  at  least  Important  friends,  to  Join  In  soliciting,  or 
urge  the  granting,  the  above  request,  will  not.  In  my  hum'l  opinion,  Impede,  or  cause 
any  delay  in  yr.  excellency's  favorable  proceeding  therein;  on  the  other  hand  I  am 
exceedingly  convlnc'd  as  lt«  agreeable  to  yr.  excellencys  character  to  proceed  In  all 
matfcr«  uninfluenced  except  by  Just  and  political  motives  that  by  those  only  yr.  excel- 
lency will  be  directed.  J.  H. 


[No.  37G2.] 

Kiturn    of    Levies    frovi     two    Companies    in    Colonel    PnicUng's 

Regiment. 

A  R«*turn  of  Oapt.  Rarkett's  &  Capt.  William's  CoinpnnyH  in 

Lieut.  Colo.  Albert  rawliug's  Regiment,  of  New  ^Ork  I.,  vi.  s  for 

Eight  Months,  for  tho  nmnth  of  .Tunc  7th  1781. 
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To  his  Excellency  Governor  Gorg  Clinton,  Esq,  at  Pongbkeepsie. 

I  have  Received  all  the  men  of  the  Difrent  Rgments  only  6 

men  which  I  shall  have  in  a  few  days. 

Rich'd  Sackett,  Capt. 


[No.  3763.] 

Pay-roll  of   Officers  discliarjed  January  1,  1781   from   the  Fifth 

New  Yojk. 

Return  of  Officers  of  the  Late  5th  New  York  Regim't:  derang'd 

1st:  Jany  1781. 


Names 


Marlnus  Wlllet 
Saml   LoRin 
James  siewart 
Philip  D.  M.  Bevier 
Henry  (Jo'lwlu 
John  J(>hii>on 
Henry  I)(i<i>;e 
Francl-  Ilmimer 
Eben   Huichlns 
Saml.  Cook 
■Snml    EiiKllsh 
Ebenezer  Mott 
Abraham  I.eggot 


Rank 


Lt.  Col.  Com. 

Major 

Captain 

Citptain 

Captain 

Captain 

Capt,  Lieut. 

Lieut.  &  qr   1 

8urK»  Mate. 

SuTKeon 

Lieut. 

Lieut. 

Lieut. 


Time 
of  Serv'e. 


1781 
Aug.  &  Sep. 
do 
«lo 
do 
do 
do 
do 
<io 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Pay  Pr.  month       Am't  of  pay 


DoIIr's  & 
»Oths. 


50 
4U 
4U 
40 
40 

^6. (to 
39. «0 
40 
65 

art.  60 
26  60 
2b  <>0 


DoUrs  &  90ths. 


1.50. 
100 

80. 

80. 

80. 

80. 

5:<.:W 

V.».3<) 

80. 

1!?0. 

5.).  SO 
53.  SO 
5.1.30 


Dollr'8. 


1073.60 


As  I*.  Muster  Roll. 

!Mlciri.  Coniioly,  Pay  Muster,  Second  N.  York  iweg't. 

M.  Willott,  Late  Lieut.  Col.  Fifth  X.  York  Re^H. 
Albany  June  7th  17S3. 
Copy. 


lb  rtiiLic  Tai'khs  of  (Ji:<»U(;io  ('i,i\ro.\. 

I  (1«>  hereby  cortifv  that   i\w  a])()V('  is  a  true  copy  of  a  Kcturri 

filed  in   the' Treasury  Oilier  of  llir  Sialc  of   New   'i'ork  this  7th 

,]\\\\v  ITS.*^. 

Geraiii  IJaiicker,  Trcas'r. 


[No.  37G4.] 
AUwandrr  Thi^mpsmi  to  Captain  Machin  a,s  to  Driyrcciation  of  Pay. 

Dear  Sir,  Last  winter  when  the  Liquidation  Accounts  were- 
setth'd  to  many  ollicers  of  tliis  State,  I  was  in  New  Jersey  and 
on  my  Return  to  Camp,  was  informed  no  further  Accounts  would 
be  answered,  without  havinj;  an  Act  from  the  House  passed  in 
favor  of.  As  You  have  some  interest  with  his  Excellency  the 
Governor — and  many  Members  of  the  House,  I  bej;  you  to  use 
in  my  behalf  and  have  some  mode  ado])ted  to  obtain  a  settlement 
of  my  li(iuidation  account — the  want  of  cash  at  present,  prevents 
my  personally  attending  at  Poughkeepsie — and  must  remain 
close  to  (Quarters  until  1  I  can  procure  some — we  have  some  flat- 
tering accounts  here  of  clothing  being  in  store  for  us — which 
could  the  resiK^ctible  body  have  a  view  of  us  at  present,  the\ 
would  be  sensible  of  our  necessitiee.  Pray  exert  your  influence 
in  favor  of  me.  I  must  think  a  Representation  from  you,  will 
have  a  good  tendency  and  wish  if  you  remain  any  time  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  you  would  acquaint  mr  what  success  you  meet  with. 
Mr.  Cambill  who  will  hand  thic<  to  you,  is  on  business  of  the  New 
appointments  that  is  to  take  j>lace  in  the  Regiment,  and  whose 
return  I  wish  yoii  to  writr  by  and  your  opinion — Believe  me, 
Dear  Sir,  to  be  with  sentiments  of  real  regard  and  esteem  Your 
mo.Ht  obedient  Hiimb'l  serv't. 

Artillery  Park,  June  7th  IT.^L 

Onptnin  Marhin. 
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[No.  3765.] 

Benjamin  and  Selah  Havens  to  Governor  Clinton — Charge  Captain 

Stow,  of  New  London,  with  Having  Kohhed  Them. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  The  humble  petition  of  your  memorialists 
sheweth  that  since  the  British  Troops  have  taken  possession  of  this  Island,  your 
memorialists  have  at  sundry  times  been  plundered  and  personally  abused  for  their 
attachment  to  the  Cause  of  Liberty  and  Humanity  to  American  prisoners— and,  further- 
more, that  they  were  sometime  in  the  month  of  April  plundered  by  A  Certain  Capt. 
Stow,  of  N.  London  to  the  amount  of  twelve  hundred  pounds.  A  List  of  which  Goods 
your  memoralists  are  ready  to  produce.  The  humble  petition  of  your  memorialists  is, 
therefore,  to  beg  (as  they  belong  to  A  part  of  the  State  that  your  Excellency  at  present 
governs)  he  would  be  pleased  to  order  said  Goods  to  be  restored— and  they  always  shall 

think  themselves  to  your  Excellency  in  Duty  bound. 

Beng'm  Havens, 

Selah  Havens. 
Moriches,  Long  Island,  June  7th  1781. 


[No.  3766.] 

Petition  for  Pardon  of  Catherine  Buise. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  3767.] 
Colonel   Brinton    Paine    to    Governor   Clinton — Disturbed    Over 

Vermont  Affairs. 

Saratoga  June  10th  17S1. 
Dear  Gov'r.  As  I  have  but  a  moment's  time,  I  gladly  ombi-ace 
it  to  wriglit  a  line  to  you  and  heii^'ith  send  a  copy  of  a  Ix'tter 
Rec'd  this  Instant  sind  Thomas  Chittenden.  Since  1  ivc'd  your 
letter,  I  have  used  every  argomont  in  my  ])()wcr  to  put  a  sto]) 
to  the  revolt  of  your  subjects  in  tliis  Quarter  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  worthy  Mr.  Kusscl,  llatter'd  luy.^clf  iliat  I  had  ejtvted 
it  in  sum  ])arls  of  the  county  of  (^harlotte,  but  I  lind  the  tnil 
grown  again;  the  levis  in  my  Keg't.  I  luive  ordei-ed  to  march  to 
this  place  to  join  Cnp't.  Dunham,  which  they  have  rofusi-d.  as 
they  say  they  will  not  leave  their  own  county  to  guard  a  cx^rtaiu 
farme  at  Sam  toga:  thev  are  Ready  to  march  to  fort  F.dward  or 


-<'  Pi  I'.i.it-   r.\i'i.i;s  (»!•  (ii:ou<a-:  Cmnton. 

tin*  \/Aki'  if  :m\  \\i\\  {••.\\\  l«'  jMiinKMl  (nit  foi-  lliciii  lo  lh*;i\\  ]>ro- 
visiims.  I  rouI«l  wish  ^  Oiii*  llxrcHciicN 's  I  lirct  i  ion  ichitivc  !«► 
till'  ilirlosi'd  Icfhr.  I  iImmiuIh  I  li:i<i  wliciinr  in  ihrhojisl  of  iiiv 
fnillifulliicss  \o  this  vSiaU'  1ml  I  am  ((mfoiiiKlc*!  aii<l  mv  heart  is 
sunk  wiiliiii  in(».  One  woimI  df  comforl.  if  tlim-<»  is  any,  and  T 
shall  still  riMimiii  tin'  piihlirk's  friiid  ;iiid  ^'nu^  I '.Xfcllmicvs  Most 
ohcdii'iit    i  liimldi'  sm  \aiil. 

N.   it.     1   w  ish  a  »  omisioiicr  {t\'  S('<|ii('sti'ali(»n  may  Ir'  apjfointtMl 
;i>  many  arr  .liuiiiji  l<>  the  enemy. 


GOVERNOR    CHITTENDEN    TO    HKINTON    PAINE. 

Arlington.  June  9th  1781. 
Sir.  I  am  inforuiod  you  are  about  to  move  of  ji  number  of  fjimilys  from  your  Quarter 
by  force  who  have  been  peaceable  inhabitant.s  more  tlian  two  years  past.  If  this  Repre- 
sentatioD  be  true  I  am  satisfied,  sir.  you  mistake  your  policy.  The  way  to  Uisuade  a 
people  from  the  pursuit  of  the  sweats  of  Liberty  Is  not  (esteamed  by  common  polltlon- 
ere)  to  Exercise  the  mojrt  notorious  acts  of  Tyariny;  you  may  rely  on  It.  sir.  It  is  not 
viewed  in  this  part  of  the  Slate  to  be  a  small  thiuB  you  are  practicing.  Pray,  sir. 
Uoflot  a  moment,  and  as  you  vallue  your  own  peace  and  the  peace  and  safety  of  the- 
whole  District  from  such  Conduct— such  arbttary  proceedings  have  a  Direct  tendency  t«> 
Drive  people  (however  well  they  may  be  Disposed)  to  Dlsperatlon.  Your  answer  by 
the  Bearer  will  oblige  Yours  &c. 

A  true  copy. 

Thomas  riiitlonc'en 


1  No.  ;h«;s.i 

inlninl  \  'III  SilmicL  /o  ///(■  <'()iin(il  of  A  jipnint  nnnt — Coint  rniiKj 
Diacnnh  n(   Orrr  A  /i/miiit mnils  in   His  ('nniynnud . 

.\lh:iny.  .Iniir    11.    17>1. 
(lOiithMiU'ii.    I    :i!ii    (••msi  laiiicd   li\    my   duty    to  ((unmiinitatr    to 
\our   hon<mral)le   Imarcj    the    j. resent    disronicut    in    my    K<';:inient 
with    the   siihaltern    (»Mirei-s   on   a    IveiMMM    (d'    the   a|i|>oint meni    of 
Licnitciiani     I'endleton    \    others    liein;;    maile    to    till    tlie    va<-aii- 
cie«  of  IJeiil.   (Nallianiell    Ihnry  and  Tieree,   [I'eler   I*..  Trarsrl 
n*sijriH-d    ;ind    Lieut.  Ten    linnM-k    i.iomot.d.      W  hi.h    if  it    should 
be  the  vwm  I  liavo  n»ason  to  appreliend  will  hr  prodnetive  of  tlu^ 
roMijmatioiiH  of  almost   tiie  wludi'  of  the  s\d)allerns  in   iIm-   K^'L'i 
im-nt      Thev  liavo  thoir  objo<"1ionH  (in  \\\\  npinioni  (»n  a  just  f(Min 
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dation,  that  is  if  Mr.  Pendleton  or  any  other  is  not  arranged  the 
injustice  (if  any)  is  done  to  them  by  the  Corps  in  which  they 
served  and,  therefore,  they  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  incon- 
veniency;  and  that  no  rank  of  Theirs  can  be  with  justice  in- 
truded into  the  First  and  late  Third  New  York  Regiment,  which 
if  their  should  be  the  case  the  president  will  always  debar  them 
in  futer  as  well  as  at  present  of  their  just  promotion. 

With  permission  they  request  me  to  acquaint  the  honourable 
Council  and  beg  they  will  be  Pleased  to  reconsider  their  case 
(and  that  in  their  opinion)  it  will  be  doing  justice  to  their  Rank, 
and  the  honour  of  soldiers  and  Gentlemen  will  not  permit  them 
to  continue  in  service. 

I  shall  beg  leave  to  recommend  if  appointments  should  take 
place  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  my  Regiment  Mess.  John  Fonda, 
William  Peters  and  Mathew  Trotter  may  be  preferred  to  En- 
signs their  Characters  I  have  inquired  into  and  with  submission 
to  the  Honb'le  Council  b'elieve  they  will  do  honor  to  the  Corps  I 
am,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obed't  &  Humb'le  Serv't. 

To  the  Honb'l  Council  of  Appointment  for  the  State  of  New 
York. 


[No.  37C)9.] 

General  James  Clinton  Requested  hy  the  Governor  to  Make  Ixi  turns 
of  Both  Infantry  Regiments  Jielonginp  to  New  York  S!tafr. 

Pokeepsie,  IHth  June  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  The  Regimen  1  commanded  by  Colo  Van  Schaick  having 

left  West  Point  before  I  could  obtain  Returns — and  as  Wwvo  may 

be  some  alteration  since  your  last,  I  have  to  reque^si  that   you 

will  furnish  me  with  Rc^turns  of  botli  the  R(\i2:im(^nts  of  Infantry 

belonging  to  this  State  that  I  may  hiy  ilieni  before  the  Legisla- 
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turt*  ill  Oidrr  ilial  provision  niny  Itr  inndc  for  iiimUii^  np  tlie 
jh'flricncit'S.  As  they  cannot  sit  longer  than  tho  first  of  July  you 
will  bo  ])leasr(l  lo  ho  oxpoditious.  You  will  also  oblige  nx'  by 
transniil  t  in^  nio  Kotnrns  of  the  vacanciif^  of  connnissioned  ofli- 
«rrs  with  (ho  Tinios  \n  hon  llicy  rcspoctively  happened. 

It  has  been  represented  to  the  Council  that  several  younj^ 
tJeutlemen  who  were  ser«5'eants  ».^  raised  to  Ensi<;ncies  have 
thro  some  mistake  taken  Kank  of  Ensi«;n  Lan6in«;h.  You  will, 
therefore,  be  pleased  also  to  furnish  me  to  lay  before  the  Council 
with  the  l*eriod  in  which  I  hey  lirsl  did  Duty  as  Ensigns  at  which 
time  their  warrants  onj::ht  to  be  dated.  I  have  nothing  n<'w 
worth  commuuicatin','.     I  am, 

Dr.  Sir,  I  wrote  you  on  the  11th  inst.  request'g  returns  of  the 
It<'gt's  of  Infantry  of  this  State.  If  you  have  not  yet  forwarded 
them  you  will  oblige  me  by  a  transmission  of  them  by  the  very 
earliest  opportunity  as  the  L<^p:islature  have  ronvone<l  and  will 
rise  the  end  (►f  next  week,  and  I  wo\l  wish  to  lay  them  immedi- 
ately before  them  to  enable  them  without  delay  to  till  u\>  the 
Deficiencies.     I  am, 

L'Uth  June,  1781. 


[No.  3770.] 

Lieutenant   .Inn.    M(<  'hiin/Jiri/   In    (ioriinor  Clinton — Concerning 

JiCatI}/  Cash  (ukI  lircniits. 

LilLle  Britain,  .hine  lilih  1781. 

Sir,    I  collected  the  fnr.'  Keysers,  Sluter  and  Jiio.  Countryman 

together,  and  sent  them  to  liie  Kegiment  tho  twenty  sixth  ultimo. 

I  am  very  unhai>py  in  not   liaving  it  in  my  |>ower  to  renihT  the 

publir  any   servire   from    my   jnesent    ap|><>intmen(    for   want  of 

casli ;    111'  refore,  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  excellrncy  to  furnish 
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me  as  speedily  as  possible  together  with  as  early  permission  as 
the  service  will  permit,  to  recruit  on  the  frunteers.     I  have  the 
honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir,  your  Excellencys 
most  ob'dent  Very  Humble  Servant. 
George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  3771.] 
Act  of  Congress  Relative  to  Settlenient  of  Accounts. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  June  13th  1781. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  which  the 
officers  of  the  Hospital  &  Medical  Department  now  in  service  respectively  belong,  or  of 
which  they  are  or  were,  Inhabitants  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  said  officers  for 
Depreciation  on  the  principles  established  by  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of 
April  1780,  and  to  make  provision  for  paying  the  Balance  that  may  be  found  due  in 
the  same  manner  with  officers  of  the  Line. 

That  each  State  which  shall  advance  more  Money  in  making  good  the  Depreciation  to 
its  respective  Citizens  than  its  proper  proportion  shall  be  allowed  for  the  same  on 
Account  of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the   Minutes,   Chas.   Thomson,   Secy. 


[No.  3772.] 

General  Rdberdeau  Makes  Application  to  Governor  Clinton  for 
the  Appointment  of  Collector. 

Philad'l,  June  15th  17S1. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  goodness  can  best  supply  an  apology  for  this 
address  so  extraordinary  in  its  nature,  therefore,  I  shall  not  tor- 
ture invention  for  language  lees  adequate  to  my  purpose.  Nor  do 
I  mean  lo  take  up  your  time  with  abject  complaints  of  the  suf- 
ferings I  have  sustained  in  the  common  cause,  which  have  lately 
been  increased  to  an  intollerable  burthen  by  my  expulsion  from 
Virginia  leaving  within  the  Enemies  power  immovable  property 
chiefly  of  inflammable  matter  to  the  amount  of  not  less  than 
£12,000  that  Currency,  which  wilh  the  money  1  have  lent  the 
publio  constitutes  the  ])rinci]ilc  ])art  of  the  fortune  I  have  left, 
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aiul  llir  hittci"  Mol  iMiiii,^  ;jf  mv  cnmm.iiul.  rxccjtt  llir  iiilorost  piiy- 
ablc  in  Framr  ninl  ilir  jnim  ijilc  iinpaiiMMl  niorc  (li;iii  onc-luilf  by 
depreciation,  ilirsc,  wiili  iii;iiiv  oiIht  lliiii;^^s  loo  (cdious  to  men- 
tion. Iiave  so  accuinniatcd  mv  snll'i  rin.iis  that  I  am  constrained  to 
become  in  (lie  fii-si  insiancc  an  ajtjdicanl  for  an  ollice,  Collector 
of  this  Port,  of  the  5  P.  ct.  imitori  duty.'  The  Election  will  b<'  ef- 
fected as  common  liy  private  api>]ications,  and  depends  on  the 
quantity  of  inlluence  used,  and  possiblv  may  not  resj)ect  either 
sutVerinj:  m-  service;  as  it  respects  me  tlu'  voice  of  the  I)(de;;ates 
of  New  York  wlien  asseml)]ed  would  etlect  my  wishes,  and  would 
bf  an  unspeakable  relief.  If  it  may  consist  with  ofTices  of  friend- 
ship in  vour  station,  ami  I  see  no  repuj^nancy,  I  do  not  mean  an 
art  ex  otlicio,  but  by  reasonable  private  impression,  if  you  shall 
think  mc  worthy,  will  lay  me  and  mine  un(h'r  intinite  obliu^ation^ 
and  your  kind  1  Jisposit  ion  will  1  trust  insure  me  a  pardon  for  this 
freedom.  an<l  a  nej^otiation  without  the  nu'ution  of  any  applica- 
tion from  me,  which  would  probably  best  serve  the  desij::n,  and 
leave  mi'  more  youi*  Debtor,  in  jit  rfonnin<;  so  hiuh  an  act  of 
friendshij*  that  I  can  expiM'ss.  1  am  with  most  respectful  esteem 
V'r  ^Excellency's  most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  serv't. 

Oaniel    Kohei-dcan. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Duane  has  been  spoke  to  b(»tii  by  Gen.  McDougal 
and  myscdf,  if  h<'  returns  yr.  ofTiees  with  him  may  be  necessary; 
but  my  namo  in  tlint  instance  in  i>;irticular  i  b('i,^  may  not  be 
mentioned  as  an  aj»jilicant  to  yon.  oiln  rwisc  it  mij^ht  do  harm. 

The  fiovEHNOK's  Kkply. 

Poughkeejisie,  3<1  duly   17S1. 
I)car  Sir,    I  was  favored  with  youi's  of  the  inth  ultimo  yester- 
day.     r.«-  assured  in  uill  'j.'\\r  me  parti<  iil;ii'  rieasure  to  serve  you 
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in  the  affair  you  mention  and  that  nothing  in  my  power  will  be 
wanting  to  affect;  much  however,  will  depend  upon  my  having 
an  opportunity  of  a  personal  interview  with  the  gentlemen  be- 
fore they  set  out  for  Congress  which  I  have  reason  to  hope  will 
be  the  case.  The  Caution  you  have  hinted  will  be  duely  ob- 
served. I  am  Dr.  Sir  with  great  Regard  &  Esteem  Your  Most 
Ob'd  Sprv't. 

Gen'l.  Roberdeau. 


[No.  3773.] 

ijeneral  James  Clinton  to  the  Governor — Inclosing  a  Letter  from 
Lieutenant  Cannon  and  a  Proclamation  from  Sir  John  Johnson. 

Albany,  June  IGth,  ITSl. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  favour  of  the  2d  &  11th  ins't.  I  have  been  hon- 
ored with.  I  have  given  the  necessary  directions  to  have  the  re- 
quired returns  made  out  in  proper  season,  tho  from  the  difficul- 
ties attending  forwarding  and  receiving  expresses  from  the  dif- 
ferent Detachments,  I  am  apprehensive  they  will  be  attended 
with  delay.  Howe'r,  lest  Ihey  should  not  arrive  in  due  time,  I 
wou'd  observe  that  the  Arrangements  which  I  delivered  you  last 
March  may  be  depended  on  as  right.  There  are  three  vacancies 
in  (he  First  Regiment  by  the  resignations  of  Capt.  Wendell, 
Li(Miis.  Tierce  &  Henry.  Two  in  the  Second  by  the  resignations 
of  Ensigns  Brown  and  Griffen — Ensigns  Morrell  ^^  Dodge,  one  of 
1h(^  First  the  other  of  tlie  S(H'Oiu1  Regt.  are  llie  two  oHioers  who 
are  said  to  have  superceded  T>ansing  and  Fonda;  they  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  Council  to  take  Kank  as  doing  duly  from  the  1st 
Jany.  1778:  whereas  they  acted  as  S(M'g(^aiits  iniiil  \ho  1st  -Inne 
177!)  in  the  Fourth  Regt.  I  hope  IVMidlrlon,  wlio  lias  made  ap- 
plication— agreeable  to  a  Hi^solvo  of  Congress,  may  not  be  ap- 


-0  Public  Pateus  of  Grohcr  Clinton. 

puiiittHi  ill  tlic  First  N.  ^  .  Kr^iiiiiciit,  as  I  fear  it  wou'd  be  at- 
tondod  with  tho  Kcsiixnation  of  Si^vcral  ^ood  Oflicrrs,  ]>artioular- 
\y  as  his  conduct  while  in  captivity  was  not  sciuared  by  tliat  rule 
of  propriety  which  oujjjht  to  entitle  liim  to  be  readmitted — How- 
ever, this  is  only  by  information. 

Aiuon;^'  these  \'acancies  1  hope  iSergeanL  Kobt.  \\  ilson  may 
not  be  omitted;  I  have  spok(>n  to  Tol.  ^'an  Schaick  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  appointment  who  is  pcrlVctly  anxious  to  have  him  ]>i'o- 
vided  for  in  his  K<'{::'t.  It  is  needless  to  say  more  on  the  subject 
— you  know  him  &  I  am  confident  you  are  disposed  to  serve  hira 
as  far  as  is  consistant  with  vour  DuLv. 

Small  parties  of  the  enemy  frequently  make  their  api)earance 
<)n  the  frontier,  and  take  olf  some  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  it  ap- 
pears evident  that  tluir  parties  are  not  only  harboured  by  the 
tlisafTected  families,  but  assisted  with  every  necessary  while  they 
commit  their  Depredation.  1  have,  therefore,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Commissioners  ordered  parties  out  to  scour  the  settlement 
in  the  diHereiit  jKirts  of  the  Frontier  who  are  known  to  be  no- 
toriously disatTcM^ted,  to  remove  their  families  into  the  Country, 
and  seize  all  the  provision  which  may  be  more  than  sullicient  to 
support  them,  and  ai>prehend  those  who  are  suspicious  charac- 
ters. 

For  particulars  relating'  the  siluaiinn  of  tlie  Troops  in  this  !><'- 
partment  and  the  state  of  our  supplies,  I  ref^r  you  to  the  Gen'ls 
I><»tter,  wliieh  1  !•  ;ivr  ojM'u  for  your  i)erusal.  I  am,  Dear  Sir, 
Vours  sineerely. 

V.  S.  Knclosed  1  send  you  a  letlir  ami  a  hand  bill  received 
from  L't.  Cannon,  who  commands  a  l*arty  at  .lohnston. 

Gov'r.  Clinton. 
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LIEUTENANT   CANNON   REPORTS    AN   INDIAN   DEPREDATION. 

Hon'r  Sir,  The  Enemy  Yesterday  morning  entered  the  house  of  Johannas  Awl  about 
six  in  the  morning.  Made  him  and  his  son  and  a  servant  boy  Prisoners,  and  abused  the 
women  and  plundered  the  house  of  Clothing  and  furniture.  The  Party  (by  the  nearest 
Guess  the  Women  could  make)  Consisted  of  Seventy  or  Eighty  men,  among  which  were 
only  one  white  man;  the  rest  were  all  Indians:  they  said  they  would  carry  them  to 
Buck  Island.  They  behaved  in  a  Barbarous  Manner  to  the  Prisoners.  Dragged  them 
out  of  Door  by  the  hair,  and  would  not  allow  them  as  much  as  their  cloathing;  they 
threatned  the  women  if  they  should  go  out  of  the  house  to  Alarm  the  Neighbors  before 
two  Days  had  Expired,  which  has  hindred  me  from  getting  Intelligence  before  this  Day, 
upon  which  I  immediately  sent  an  express  to  Stone  Arabia  for  fear  they  should  break 
out  in  that  Place.  We  are  almost  out  of  amunition.  Please  to  order  some  this  Way. 
Parker  and  the  other  Prisoners  will  be  sent  down  to  Morrow.  The  two  Deserters  I  had 
sent  to  Captain  Pell  before  your  Letter  came  to  hand,  but  have  Immediately  sent  after 
them  and  will  send  them  down  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  Inclosed  you  have  a  handbill 
left  at  the  house  where  the  Prisoners  w^ere  taken  from.  I  am,  Hon'd  Sir,  Your  very" 
Obed't.  Hum.   Serv't. 

James  Cannon,  Lieut. 

N.  B.    The  Man  that  was  talcen  Prisoner  has  two  sons  in  Canada. 

J.  C. 

The  Hon'ble.  B.  G,  Clinton 


PROCLAMATION   BY    SIR  JOHN   JOHNSON   TO  PEOPLE   ON   MOHAWK   RIVER. 

The  Officers  &  Soldiers  of  Sir  John  Johnson's  Regt.  present  their  affectionate  and 
loving  wishes  to  their  Friends  &  Relations  on  the  Mohawk  River  &  earnestly  entreat 
them  to  assemble  themselves  &  come  into  Canada  or  the  upper  Posts,  where  under  that 
Gallant  leader,  they  may  assist  their  Countrymen  to  quell  &  put  an  end  to  the  present 
unnatural  Rebellion,  in  hopes  soon  to  return  to  their  native  homes,  there  to  enjoy  the 
happiness  they  were  formerly  blessed  with  under  the  best  of  Kings,  who  is  willing  to- 
do  every  thing  for  his  subjects. 

May  22nd  1781 


[No.  3774.] 

Colonel    Hugh    Hughes    to    Governor    Clinton — Concerning    Pres» 
Warrant    for    a    Hundred    Barrels    of    Tar. 

Albany,  June  IGtli,  1781. 

Sir,  I  am  lionorod  witli  your  Excellency's  favour,  inclosing 
the  Warrant  for  a  Hundred  Barrels  of  Tar,  ]>y  wliicli  Means 
the  Service  will  be  greatly  promoted,  as  it  was  not  ])Ossibli',  in 
our  situation,  to  obtain  a  supply  without  it.  Tlu'  Dogs  were 
deceiving  us — and  selling  or  secreting  of  it.  I  have  now  taken 
possession  of  their  kilns  and  shall  get  a  sullicient,  I  ex|>e('t. 

The  Time  for  which  the  Warrant  was  granted,  is,  1  am  appre- 
hensive, rather  too  short,  but  I  must  stretch  the  Perogative^ 
with  your  Excellency's  Permission,  \i't,  no  further  than  what 
absolute  necessity  requires. 


2H  rrnLic    IVm'i.ks  oi'  (li:(>u<;io  rLiNTON. 

At  S;u'at<\L!:a  iliis  Morning,  \]wvr  were  no  certain  accounts  of 
tlu;  Eiu'iiiv's  Ut'sij^ns.  Sonir  ol'  ilic  iiilial»itants  of  I'.alltown  liave 
boon  rnptnro<l  in  tlic  c(miis<'  of  tiiis  \\ C.-k  hv  a  small  i)arly.  \\  iili 
tlio  jjivatost  Kospoct  ^:  Estooni.  I  liavo  tlio  ll«»noni'  to  )»r  your  Kx- 
oolloncy's  most  obodiont  and  vory  Ilumblo  servant. 
His  Excel  lone  V  CJovornoiir  Clinton. 


[No.  3775.] 

•Co/o/jfV  Ixichaul  \(i rick's  Letter  of  Coni/nil idnt'uni  In  WdshiiHjton  on 
Grenie's  ^'^ctor^/  in  the  South — Washinf/tons  Vongratulatory 
Order  to  the  A  ;///;/. 

New  Windsor,  Juno  10,  1781. 

I  liavo  the  honor  of  con^ratiilatinc:  your  Excolloncy  on  the 
Success  of  our  Arms  under  M.  Gen'l.  Greene  in  the  State  of  So. 
Carolina  and  on  liis  Prospects,  as  announced  in  the  Oen'l  Orders 
of  yesterday,  Copy  of  which  I  have  the  i)leasure  of  inclosin«jj  for 
th<'  satisfaction  of  yonr  Excelh^ncy  ♦S:  tin  Oentlemen  of  our  Leg- 
islature. 

It  is  more  than  })robal)le  that  Auj];usta  and  Ninety  Six  have 
fallen  into  our  Hands,  which  will  confine  the  Enemy's  Conqueets 
to  III*'  Caj»itals  of  S.  Carolina  ^:  (Jeorgia  only,  in  the  latter  of 
which  the  enemy  are  in  no  small  State  of  Tre])edalion. 

On  the  H  t)v  k;  nit.  Lmd  Kawdon  was  at  Nelson's  Ferry  in 
Lis  route  to  Charlestown,  where  Oenls.  Mari(Mi  iV  Sumpter 
watched  Ins  motions,  h  is  certain  that  the  enemy  lost  in  killed 
«S-  wounded  before  Cannhii,  on  tin*  ^oth  A]>i  il.  not  less  than  'M^O 
men.  And  1  do  willi  rieaburL'  add  that  all  the  ullu'r  I'osts  were 
carried  with  a  loss  on  our  part  not  exceedin*:  -^^  men.  fn  killed 
^  wounded. 
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I  arrived  here  on  the  the  6th  but  finding  that  the  materials 
intended  for  my  Amusement  are  not  prepared,  I  am  to  continue 
as  one  of  the  Gen'ls.  family.  If  our  prospects  of  an  active  Cam- 
paign should  not  fail  us,  I  may  probably  wish  to  continue  witk 
the  family  for  some  time. 

With  sentiment®  of  the  most  sincere  respect  &  esteem,  I  re- 
main Your  Excellency's  Obed't  Serv't. 

Rich'd  Varick. 
His  Excellency  Gen'l  Washington. 


Head   Quarters  New   Windsor.    Friday 

June  15th  1781. 

It  is  with  singular  Pleasure  the  Commander  in  Chief  congratulates  the  Army  on  the- 
success  of  our  Arms  under  M.  General  Greene  in  So.  Carolina — On  the  10th  May  Lord 
Rawdon  who  commanded  the  Post  of  Camden  was  compelled  to  evacuate  it  with  great 
Precipitation  &  Marks  of  distress,  after  destroying  the  stores  &  several  Buildings  & 
leaving  three  Officers  &  58  men  who  were  too  badly  wounded  to  be  removed. 

On  the  11th  the  Strong  Post  at  Orangeburgh— surrendered  to  General  Sumpter,  upon 
his  making  Preparations  to  invest  it.  A  Colonel  with  several  other  officers  &  upwards 
of  80  men  were  made  Pris'rs. 

On  the  12th  the  Garrison  of  Fort  Mott  consisting  of  1  Capt.  3  Lieuts.  3  Ensigns,  one 
Serg't  Major,  1  Serg't.  8  Corp'ls,  2  Drums  &  Fifes  &  1C5  Privates  surrendered  Pris'rs 
of  War  to  B.  Gen'l.  Marion,  who  had  carried  his  Approaches  to  the  Foot  of  the  Abattis. 

On  the  15th  Fort  Granby  was  surrendered  by  Capitulation  to  Lieut.  Col.  Lee;  The 
Troops  composing  the  Garrison  consisted  of  1  Lieut.  Colo.  2  Majors,  6  Capts.,  6  Lieuts. 
3  Ensigns,  1  Surgeon,  2  Sergt.  Majors,  17  Sergts.  9  Corp'ls.  &  305  Privates,  who  were 
made  Prisoners.  Considerable  quantities  of  stores  &  Provisions  were  also  captured  at 
the  several  Posts. 

The  General  has  the  further  Pleasure  of  informing  the  Army  that  the  Posts  of 
Augusta  &  Ninety  Six  were  invested  by  Gen'l.  Pickens  &  must  in  all  probability  have 
fallen  before  this  Time,  as  Gen'l.  Greene  had  also  marched  his  Army  to  assist  in  the 
Reduction  of  them. 

These  brilliant  repeated  successes  which  reflect  so  much  glory  on  tbe  Southern  Army 
will  be  attended  with  the  most  important  Consequences  to  these  States  &  are  a  happy 
Presage  of  our  being  able  speedily  to  expel  the  Enemy  from  every  part  of  the  Continent, 
with  proper  Exertions. 

Extract  of  General  Orders 

Edw'd.   Hand,   Adjt.   Gen'l. 

1.  Camden.  On  the  Wateree  or  North  Branch  of  Santee  River,  abt.  120  miles  from 

Charlestown  on  the  Northern  Borders  of  So.   Carolina. 
Augusta.  In  Georgia,  on  the  Borders  of  So.   Carolina  on  the  Banks  of  Savanna 

River,  abt.   120  miles  from  the  Capital. 
Ninety  six.  In   So.   Carolina  abt.   140  Miles  West  of  Charlestown. 

Orangeburgh.  A  Town   on  the  North   Fork  of   Edisto   River,   abt.   half  way   between 

Charlestown    &   Ninety   six. 
Fort  Granby.  At   Fridays    Ferry   on    the   Congaree   or   South   Branch   of   the    Santee 

River  between  Camden  &  9G. 
Fort  Mott.  On   the   Communication   between   Camden   &   Orangeburgh   or  96. 
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[No.  377r).l 
Major  NiithH  DcHixiti   to  (iovvrnor  on   Dcjniyfations  of  the  Kncmy 

in  Westchester  County. 

Middle  Pattrn  Juno  ISlli  1781. 
Dr.  OovrrTior,  T  am  lioar  \\\\]\  one  limidivd  nioii,  encluding 
-eighteen  of  the  Silver  (rrays,  the  continual  allaranis  has  har- 
rassed  the  militia  the  week  past  the  troops  of  Delancey  ie  contin- 
iialy  out  bat  in;:  »^:  harking.  Capt.  Sackett  is  Not  able  to  keep 
tlie  field.  On  the  abovc^  reasons  I  hav<^  solirit<Ml  a  small  eomniand 
of  Col.  Crane  as  our  alarams  answer  no  purpose,  for  bv  the  time 
we  get  the  alaram  the  eneray  is  manuevring  back,  and  often  Re- 
turn two  or  three  Days  successively.  Col.  Crane  called  his  reg- 
nient  togetlier  Last  Fryday  &  raet  them  with  this  proposal:  if 
they  would  turn  out  one  third  for  ten  days,  the  rest  might 
return  home,  but  on  Neglect,  would  march  the  whole  Regiment 
&  keep  them  on  the  Lines  till  we  could  git  sum  releaf,  where- 
upon they  were  punctually  turned  out  &  marched  the  same 
day.  We  are  well  furnished  with  pro\ition  by  Mr.  John  Ilaynea. 
I  expect  Colo.  Crane  will  Inform  his  Excellency,  more  particular 
the  unhappy  state  of  the  County  &c.  I  act  in  conjunction  with 
Capt  Backett.  We  Hope  the  Villings  time  is  short.  I  am,  Dr 
ISir,  your  Verey  Ilum'bl  Serv't, 

Tub  Govkknou's  Kkply. 

Pokeepsie  lOth  June  1781. 
I>r  Sir.  I  liave  rec'd  your  letter  of  yesterday — and  would 
order  some  militia  to  your  assistance  if  I  was  not  well  assured 
that  your  county  will  bo  fully  protected  b<'fore  any  Force  1 
rould  order  out  wo'd  arrive  there— ^Gen'l.  Washington  will  no 
doubt   find   it   exp<^'dient    to  f-hecU    the  enemy   in   their  foraging 
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exciirsioES  and  will  take  the  necessary  movements  for  the  pur- 
pose— Coloe.  Thomas  &  Drake  will  have  orders  in  the  interim 
to  reinforce  you. 
Gover'n.  Clinton. 

[No.  3777.] 

Act  of  Congress  Relating  to  Clothing  for  Noncommissioned  Officers 

and  Troops. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  June  18  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  their  report  on  the  Clothing  Department 
together  with  the  letter  of  J,  Moylan,  Clothier  General,  delivered  in  k  report  which 
was  taken  into  consideration  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  all  State  purchases  of  Clothing  on  Continental  account  and  all  State 
appointments  and  regulations  in  the  Clothing  department  on  Continental  account  be 
abolished  on  the  first  day  of  September,  at  or  before  which  time  the  sub  and  agent 
clothiers  are  to  deliver  to  the  Clothier  General  or  his  order,  all  Clothing  procured  at 
Continental  expence  which  they  may  then  have  on  hand  taking  his  receipt  therefor,  a 
duplicate  whereof  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clothier  General  in  the  month  of  June  annually  make  and  deliver 
Into  the  Board  of  War  an  Estimate  of  Clothing  and  disbursements  for  clothing  for  a 
year  frorh  the  first  day  of  November  then  next  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to  furnish 
the  proper  sums  and  adopt  the  necessary  measures  for  procuring  the  same. 

That  all  non  Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  are  or  may  hereafter  be  enlisted 
during  the  War  be  annually  furnished  with 

One  Regimental  Coat  full  made;  Four  shirts; 

One  Cloth  Vest;  Two  pair  of  Linen  Overalls: 

One  Pair  cloth  Breeches;  Four   pair   strong   shoes; 

One  Pair  woolen  overalls;  One  Blanket; 

Two  pair  of  woolen  Hose;  One  Rifle  Shirt  & 

Two  pair  of  Woolen  Socks;  One  Pair  of  Woolen  Gloves. 

One  felt  Hat  or  Leather  Cap; 

Also,  one  pair  of  shoe  buckles  and  One  Stock  Clasp  every  Two  Years.  The  Dragoons 
to  receive  two  pair  of  Boots  and  one  pair  of  spurs,  instead  of  the  shoes  and  Buckles 
annually,   also  a  Horseman's   Cloak   every   two   years. 

That  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Commanding  General  in  a  separate  department 
respectively,  be  and  hereby  are  authorized  to  direct  whatever  clothing  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  dealt  out  to  the  Artificers  and  Waggoners  having  regard  to  the  nature  of 
their  service  and  the  terms  of  their  contract  and  time  for  which  they  are  engaged. 

That  Summer  clothing  be  ready  to  be  issued  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  annually 
and  the  Winter  clothing  on  the  first  day  of  November  following  and  be  delivered  at 
such  time  as  the  Commander  in\Chief  or  commanding  General  in  a  separate  department 
shall  direct. 

That  the  Clothier  General  deal  out  the  Clothing  regimentally  and  keep  regular 
accounts  against  the  respective  Regimental  Clothiers  taking  particular  care  to  have  the 
clothing  equally  and  impartially  distributed  when  it  is  found  incompetent  for  the 
whole  Army. 

That  previous  to  the  day  of  general  issue,  the  Regimental  Clothiers  settle  their 
accounts  with  the  Clothier  General  and  receive  his  certificate  of  the  arrearpos  of 
Clothing  due  their  respective  Regiments  and  present  him  with  a  return  of  the  number 
of  Men  for  whom  Clothing  is  to  be  drawn  on  the  day  of  General  l.ssue,  the  said  Koturn 
to  be  examined  and  certified  by  the  Officers  commanding  their  respective  Regiments 
and   Signed  by  the  Brigadier  or  Officer   commanding   the  Brigade. 

That  all  extra  issues  to  detachments  for  accidental  loss  of  Clothing  be  by  certificates 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment  or  Detachment  to  which  the  non  commis- 
sioned  officers  or   soldiers   in  whose   behalf  such  application   is   made  shall  belong,   the 
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said  Certlflcates  being  approved  nnd  Higned  by  tbo  Comtnandor  in  Cblcf  or  a  Command- 
Ing  Uotiorul  of  a  Heparnto  Army. 

Tbat  all  Ikmucs  of  clothing  bo  mado  from  tho  Magazines  or  plans  of  general  Ibbu* 
with  the  Army  and  to  avoid  tbo  necosHlty  of  dotnchcd  isHUcs  tho  oincers  commanding 
partioH  or  deiarhments  are  to  be  answerable  that  they  are  nuppiyed  ho  far  as  muy  be 
from  the  magazlneti  or  HtoroH  at  camp  pruviouH  to  their  leaving  tbo  Army  to  which  they 
belong. 

That  no  article  of  clothing  be  issued  by  the  Clothier  General  his  deputies  or  asslHtants- 
but  by  return  and  ccrtiflcnles  made  and  approved  as  aforesaid. 

Thot  no  non  commissioned  orticer  or  Soldier  who  is  not  engaged  during  tho  war  or 
for  the  term  at  least  of  one  yeor  be  furnished  with  any  article  of  Clothing. 

Tbat  the  Clothier  General  from  time  to  time  notify  the  pay  Master  General  of  all 
surplusages  of  Clothing  specifying  the  Corps  to  which  they  belong  that  stopages  may 
be  made  therefor. 

That  he  make  return  to  the  Hoard  of  War  of  all  Clothing  on  hand  and  persons 
employed  in  the  Department  with  tho  wages  given  to  each  regularly  once  in  every 
two  months. 

That  the  Quarter  Master  General  and  his  deputies  In  the  several  States  shall  on  the 
requisition  of  the  Clothier  General  furnish  the  means  of  transportation  of  all  articles 
of  Clothing  from  the  places  where  Imported,  received  or  purchased  to  the  places  of 
deposit  and  a  careful  Waggon  Master  or  conductor  to  be  appointed  by  the  Quarter 
Master  General  or  some  of  his  deputies  shall  proceed  with  the  clothing  who  shall  be 
answerable  for  all  deficiencies  on  the  road  unless  they  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the 
same  happened  by  unavoidable  accidents  and  not  through  their  misconduct  or  want  of 
attention. 

That  In  case  of  Injuries  or  deficiencies  happening  In  the  transportation  of  Clothing 
the  Clothier  Stationed  at  the  Magazine  or  place  of  deposit  shall  represent  the  matter  to 
the  nearest  commanding  Ot&cer  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  that  the  Waggoa 
Master  or  conductor  having  had  charge  of  the  Clothing  so  damaged  or  deficient  may 
be  tryed  by  a  Court  Martial  and  if  found  guilty  compelled  to  restore  the  goods  lost  or 
their  value  or  make  satisfaction  for  damages  accrued  through  his  negligence  or  mis- 
management or  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  the  offense  by  Judgments  of  the- 
Court  Martial. 

That  the  Clothier  General  have  the  management  direction  and  Superintendance  of 
Hides  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  War  with  full  power  to  call  for  proper 
returns  from  such  persons  as  have  heretofore  had  the  management  of  Hides. 

That  all  Commissaries  make  monthly  returns  to  the  Clothier  General  of  the  Hides  on 
hands  and  that  the  Commissary  General  make  monthly  returns  to  him  of  all  the  live 
Cattle  delivered  over  to  the  Commissaries  of  the  Army. 

That  the  Quarter  Master  General  or  his  deputy  on  the  application  of  the  Clothier 
General  or  either  of  his  deputies  furnish  Waggons  for  transporting  raw  or  manufactured 
hides  to  such  places  as  they  shall  direct. 

That  the  Clothier  General  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  b« 
authorized  to  appoint  such  number  of  persons  to  transact  the  Business  of  the  Clothing 
department  durfnir  the  present  Campaign  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  find  necessary 
and  to  a.^certatn  their  wages. 

Tbat  the  Clothier  General  make  monthly  returns  to  tho  Commander  in  Chief. 

That  all  revolutions  heretofore  passed  respertlng  the  Clothing  and  hide  departments 
Inronslstant  with  this  arrangement  and  the  resolutions  now  passed  bo  and  they  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Extrnr  t  from   the  minutes. 

Geo.  Bond,  Dep'y.  Secy. 

[No.  ::77S.] 

//.  .]fuirso}i    ]fiih-rs  Another  Appeal  to  (lonruor  Clinton. 

FairflcM.  .lunr  I'.Mli  1781. 
Sir,  Tho  woek  boforo  last   I  did   inv.*<«df  tlic  honor  to  trouble 
jour    Exrollonry    with    a    hm  ital    of    my    vindication    from    tho 
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aspersions  thrown  against  my  character.  I  can  now  say  no 
more  in  my  defence,  but  must  reet  my  reputation  upon  the 
various  circumstances  that  has  attended  me  during  the  war,  and 
upon  the  generous  clemency  of  the  world.  Your  Excellency,  I 
would  beg  to  look  up  to  as  a  friend  and  one  that  would  not  be 
disposed  to  condemn  upon  the  illiberal  suspicion  of  two  or  three 
malicious  men  (for  they  were  such  in  fact  that  first  kindled  the 
fire  against  me). 

The  difficulties  &  embarasments  I  am  reduced  to  from  this 
unfortunate  event,  is  enough  for  a  philosopher  to  bear;  when  I 
add  to  this,  the  neglect  of  those  friends  I  wish  most  to  own,  I 
think  my  fate  harder  than  I  deserve.  Capt.  Brewster  who  is 
the  bearer  of  this  may  possibly  throw  some  light  upon  my  char- 
acter that  your  excellency  is  not  acquainted  with,  or  I  should 
not  have  taken  upon  myself  to  have  written  a  second  time 
without  permission.  If  your  Excellency  thinks  my  appeal 
worth  notice  I  should  be  happy  to  be  honored  with  an  answer 
or  any  other  orders  that  your  Excellency  thinks  proper,  for  I 
have  not  so  great  a  wish  on  earth  as  to  serve  my  Country.  I 
am.  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  your  Ob't  Serv't. 

Hi®  Excellency  Gov'r  Clinton. 


[No.  3770.] 

The  Governor  Transmits  a  Confidential  Message  to  the  Letjislatiire  in 

Regard  to  Clothing. 

Gentlemen,    Finding  that  every  provision  made  by  the  State 

for  clothing  its  Troops  in  the  Continental  Service  had  jnovod 

abortive  and  that  they  were  likely  to  continue  in  a  sulTering 

condition,  I  was  induced  to  adopt  the  Pleasure  of   which  the 

Legislature  will  be  fully  informed  by  the  Papers  accompanying 
3 
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this  Mossafxo,  and  tlio'  it  lias  not  yet  boon  attended  with  that 
Success  which  I  hud  cvitv  rcac-^on  to  exjx'ct,  a  small  siij)itlv  lias 
iHM'n  procured — I  thou«,'li(  it  my  Duty  to  make  this  coinnuinica- 
tion  to  the  Le^i^^latiirc  tliat  they  may  give  such  Directions  on 
the  Suhj(M*t,  ])articu!arly  with  Kespect  to  tlio  Distribution  of  iho 
Goods  as  shall  api)ear  necessary  and  proper — I  need  not  obeerve 
that  the  present  Message  from  the  Nature  of  the  Business  to 
which  it  relates  ought  to  be  considered  ae  conlidential. 
Po'keepsie  I'Olh  June  1781. 


[No.  3780.] 

John   Younfflovr's  Com  plaint   lii  (jar  ding  Comlitions   in   Vermoni — 

Governor  Clinton  RcpJirs. 

Cambridge,  20th  June  1781 
May  it  Pleas  Your  Exrelleu(  y,  I  received  your  Excelencys  Tet- 
ter on  the  eavening  of  the  very  day  the  Prc^tended  Convention 
met.  I  had  just  been  warning  them  of  their  danger  &  after  re- 
ceiving your  Excelencys  T^etter,  Re])eated  it  again.  Informing 
them  of  the  JA'lter  »S:  even  went  so  far  as  to  warn  them  to  dis- 
perce  &  make  no  farther  atemts,  telling  them  they  Might  yet  ex- 
pect Mercy;  they  still  percisted.  I  also  went  to  the  Committee 
frimi  \'rrm(>nt  had  nnc  liour's  conference.  Desired  them  to  de- 
sist &  make  no  more  Disturbance,  As  we  had  trobh*  anuff;  mat- 
ters still  went  on;  I  he  first  convt-nlion  fel  (?)  at  was  the  final 
Abolishment  of  t!ieii-  al(*giance  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Then 
on  Articles  <»f  iFiion  wiih  X'timoiit;  then  sat  uj)  advertisements 
for  a  day  of  m«'ating  of  ilic  prople.  The  gratest  part  that  met 
voted  in  favor  of  the  articles;  then  proceeded  to  the  Election  of 
Members  of  Assembh-y  to  set  al  \t  rmnnt.  Mr.  Whitesid  &  one 
Ooldwell  Were  chosen  «^:  havr  taken  ilitir  seats.     As  your  Excel- 
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ency  Directed  me  to  make  returns  of  their  proceedings  as  soon 
as  I  cold  git  coppeys  of  their  papers,  I  proceeded  to  Poughkipsey 
&  found  your  Excellency  was  gone  to  the  Highlands  (to  my  grate 
sorrow)  ;  however,  I  left  My  papers  with  the  Atturney  General 
to  be  forwarded  to  your  Excelency.  I  have  (as  well  as  others) 
strove  to  keep  the  people  to  their  aleagiance  but  many  have 
swarved.  We  are  now  as  near  as  I  can  gess  about  half  &  half 
almost  at  swordspoints.  Col.  Blair  promised  the  Vermonters 
he  would  pruve  true  to  them  &  as  yet  has  bean  so;  he  has  not 
regarded  the  General  orders  he  has  received  from  time  to  time 
this  spring;  once  he  called  his  Captains  together  &  ordered  them 
to  Class  the  Men,  in  order  to  Rais  the  20th,  at  the  same  time  told 
them  it  was  not  worth  while  to  Regard  the  orders,  for  we  were 
going  to  join  Vermont;  however,  some  of  the  People  Raised  the 
men  &  he  wold  nither  receive  or  forward  them;  these  things  and 
many  more  I  am  Ready  to  i)rove.  At  two  different  times  I  have 
in  person  called  on  Major  Ashton  to  act  in  his  office  and  take 
the  Command  as  Blair  would  not.  He  always  said  he  was  wiling 
but  he  had  no  people.  I  told  him  1  was  well  asured  there  was 
two  thirds  wold  obey  him,  Yet  he  wold  never  make  the  attempt. 
So  that  we  are  now  in  the  Grateast  coufutioii.  Tliose  that  still 
adheairs  to  their  alegiance,  has  resolved  never  to  submit  untill 
It  is  the  order  of  Congress.  The  others  among  us.  as  also  of 
Vermont  is  determiiuMl  we  sliall  their  is  also  grate  devision  in 
Vermont,  so  that  unless  some.  spe;idy  r<»lief  is  granted,  we  in  all 
probability  shall  have  mornfull  times.  The  I'.arer,  Fenner 
Palmer,  one  of  (he  .lustices  of  the  District  of  Hosack.  is  now 
wateing  to  give  your  Excelency  a  much  more  ixn'ticular  account 
than  what  I  can  in  writing.  If  your  Excelency  wold  favor  me 
with  some  direction  for  our  future  conduct   It  might  be  of  Enti- 
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IKllO     s^'I'N  ire     line.        I       Ii;|\r      ||ii'      IiiHkh'      |ii      lie      ^l^lI^      I!  \('I«'II<*VS 
InUllhlr    Si  r\  "l  . 

.Ii>liii   \  <miiLrl'>N<'. 
To  Ilis  Kxrirm  \   <  H-nrp'  (  "I iiick h»ii  Ilsij. 

N.   II.      \\  r  Ii;i\«'   III  fnni|>:iii\    wiili   tliis.   Td  i  I  IoikmI   ihr  l.c^^isla- 

iiirr  fdi-  KN'lirl'. 

(l<ni:K.\«»i:  Cmnton's  l{i:ri,v. 
Sir.  I  Vi'iW  V(Hir  Lriicr  <>f  llic  I'lHli  uliu.  jircNioiis  lo  wliicli  1 
had  ilic  TajHTs  \(m  fonncrly  li-aiisiiiiiicd  inc  w  iili  siicli  oiIum's  as 
I  had  ixcr'd  rcsiKMi";::  tjic  ((Hidnci  <>!  llir  r<M»|»l('  of  ijic  (Iraiil.s 
ami  othor  misguided  siihjccts  al'  ilic  Stah'  in  your  xiciiiily.  Im- 
fuiv  ihf  lA'i^ishiiurt'.  Tlirir  jui'sc.'iit  Si's.sion  Iiowcnx't  is  so  near 
iff:  oxjx^ration  thai  havinu:  tlicii*  attention  «Mi«::a^o(l  with  niattoi>; 
of  ihc  ;,n'<'alrsi  jMihlic  iinpoiiaiK  c  I  am  in  |)onlii  wiirlluM-  ilicy 
will  now  <lo  anylhinu  ronrJiisiNc  and  ^'iVcrtnai  in  this  business, 
rf  thev  (h»  1  w  ill  apjtri/.c  \<hi  of  it  inini(Mliat(dy  after  iheir  rising. 
If  lhe\-  do  nul  I  <an  nnl>  advise  yon  lo  jmm'si'n ere  \  <'iironrap;e 
a  lirm  aiul  stead\  ali'^^iniHc  io  liiis  <'•"".  avoiding'  altiMcnt ion 
wliich  ini^dii  iiiten-npi  an  <".\i'i'iinn  ;l^l  the  roninion  laieni\. 
j»jLtiently  waitinjr  for  a  rcriod  whitli  i  lirini\  Iiojm'  is  not  far 
distant  -when  we  shall  In-  in  a  situation  to  extend  jnst  authority 
&  Jurisdiction  of  our  Stnt<'  over  all  its  suhjerts. 
PokiM'.j.sie  •_•!»  .Inn  •    17^1  . 

f  No.  ::7si.l 

ffinrul    JamtM    (linhn,     ,.,     finnrtKn'    (Tuituii      I'mh  tllnii     fur 
Frontirrs     ShfmUl     \\  ashinf/tini      \\  il  Inlrmr     Trnniis     jiinn     I  In 

Drpartninit  of  Alhninf. 

A  ll»;iii\    .1  iiiM-  'JUl    17M  . 

Dear  Sir.  Yours  of  the  Isth  insi.  1  have  lufii  lioiior<Ml  with. 
I  now  hav«'  the  Pleasure  to  emhis*'  tin-  i{<'iurns  iiM|uir<'d  and 
hojK*  thoy  may  arrive  in  time  to  U*  laid  l»efon»  tin*  Ihmsi'.  ajire** 
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ably  to  your  wishes.  You  will  observe  that  the  officers  are  not 
arranged  agreeably  to  their  rank  in  the  liet  on  the  back  of  the 
Returns;  if  you  wish  to  be  informed  with  respect  to  that,  you 
will  please  to  examine  the  arrangement  which  I  furnished  you 
with  some  time  since  &  which  I  believe  to  be  right. 

In  a  Letter  of  the  16th  inst.  from  His  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  chief,  the  following  Paragraphs  are  contained.  "  I 
must  now  inform  you,  that  the  operations  which  have  been  con- 
certed between  His  Excellency  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and 
my^self  against  New  York,  will  probably  compel  me  to  withdraw, 
not  only  these  Troops,  but  also  the  remainder  of  V  Schaick^s 
Reg't.  and  the  whole  of  Courtlandt's.'' 

I  give  you  this  previous  "  notice  that  measures  may  be  taken 
on  the  occasion  that  the  Inhabitants  may  not  be  disappointed 
in  their  Expectations,  and  that  the  greatest  possible  number  of 
the  men  for  the  Campaign  and  Levies  for  the  three  years  Service 
may  be  drawn  together  to  relieve  the  Garrisons  at  the  several 
ports,  and  defend  the  Frontiers,  whenever  all  the  continental 
Troops  should  be  ordered  from  thence." 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  nothing  but  absolute  neces- 
sity will  induce  me  to  order  the  regular  Troops  from  the  north- 
ward— and  I  request,  therefore,  it  may  be  understood,  that  when 
the  measure  becomes  indispensably  necessary,  there  is  not  any- 
thing which  can  divert  me  from  it." 

From  this  view  it  appears  evidently  our  duly  lo  exi)edite  the 
raising  and  forwarding  tiie  force  destined  for  tlie  Frontier  by 
€verv  possible  exertion,  lor  at  i)rtvsent  the  whole  strength  of 
the  Levies  will  not  amount  (o  t'oui"  hundred  men,  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  a  removal  of  llie  regular  Troops  from  this  place 
will  be  attend(Ml  wilh  an  inniHMliate  Incursion  of  the  Enemy  on 
the  Frontier. 
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'Phis  has  iiidiiccd  inr  (o  ^ivr  (lirrcjifnis  to  clKUi^n'  llir  IMan  nf 
ihv  Fort  to  Im'  erected  al  tlie  (Hiiiiaii  I^'hitts,  h'st  we  ^liouhl  in>| 
have  time  lo  liiii^h  il  \  Ite  oldij^ed  to  h'ave  it  in  an  nndefeiiHabli^ 
State.  I  lia\('  re«|net>(e<l  the  Mn^^ineer  to  eontri\('  in  such  sort 
a^s  niav  answei-  a  lein|»oi'ary  use,  with  little  work,  and  wiiicli 
may  l)e  capable  of  fnrtlier  improvement  wIumi  circumstanc(^s  will 
admit. 

TIh*  I  had  ri'asou  to  bidkne  tlie  G<  n'l.  had  ^i\en  you  an  Intima- 
tion of  this,  yet  I  thought  it  my  Duly  to  nieniion  il  to  you  olli- 
i-ially.  that  you  may  take  such  measures  for  complyin^^  with  his 
ri'ijuest  «Js:  presei'ving  the  Safety  (d"  tiu'  Frontier  as  you  may 
think  Circumstances  may  require,  and  your  Situation  may  admit 
of.  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Yours  Sincerely. 
Gov.  Clinton. 

[No.  3782.] 

iiovrt-nor  Clinton   to  Qeneral  Van  Rensselaer  as  to  Suing  Militia 

O/Jiccrs. 

Pokeepsie 

I  have  rec'd  you  letter  l>y  ('a|>i.  Salisbury.  I  should  be  ex- 
eeedin;:ly  uidiappy  if  the  (dlicers  were  to  sulVer  by  their  zeal  for 
the  Country,  tho'  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  relieve  them  and  the 
present  UKu-tinf:  of  the  I.eirislature  will  be  of  [so]  sliort  a  contin 
nance  that  1  d<\^pair  (d*  their  inlerferin*^^  at  i)resent.  I  have 
nevertheless  delivered  your  letter  to  a  .Meml>er  who  has  prom- 
ised to  introduce  it.  1  am  sorry  that  (he  Dctarhments  were  not 
made  agreeable  to  Law  a^  tiiat  would  have  prevented  the 
present  embarassment. 

[No.  :j7s:^] 

(hdrr  of  (iuiih  r  Meeting  Api^ointiny  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

(Omitted.) 
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[No.  3784.] 

JoJm  Fish  to  Governor  Clinton  Concerning  the  Exchange  of  Captain 

Townsend  and  a  Flag. 

Bedford  June  23rd  1781. 
Hon'd  Sir,  Mrs.  Townsend  is  very  desirous  of  obtaining  a 
Flag  to  the  Enemy,  for  the  Purpose  of  Conversing  with 
Delancey  on  the  Subject  of  Capt.  Townsend's  Parole,  or  Ex- 
change, as  all  hopes  of  Colo.  Skinners  effecting  it  are  now 
Blasted.  It  appears  by  information  the  matter  lays  solely  in 
the  Breast  of  Delancey.  Capt.  Hunter  has  spoke  with  Skinner 
since  his  return  from  New.  York;  his  advice  was,  that  this 
Method  should  be  pursued,  with  the  proviso,  the  person  going, 
shou'd  be  authorized  to  make  Proposals  of  some  certain  Person, 
or  Persons,  that  there  was  at  least  a  probability  of  his  Except- 
ing. Cannot  this  be  done,  or  wou'd,  it  not  be  Adviseable?  I 
am  Anxious  that  nothing  should  be  left  unturned  in  Endeavor- 
ing to  release  him,  that  there  is  the  least  probability  of  succeed- 
ing in,  as  I  have  some  time  past  determined  to  quit  this  Busi- 
ness. I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  your  Excellency,  Cou'd 
Oonisistantly  grant  a  Flag  for  this  Purpose  to  Capt.  Hunter  & 
myself,  or  wether  it  would  be  likely  to  answer  any  End.  I  am 
with  all  due  respect.  Your  Excellencys  most  Obedient  Humb'l 
Serv't 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esq, 


[No.  3785.] 
Kichbill  Williams'  Successful  Petition  for  rardon. 
To  the  honorable  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York 
in   Senate   and   Assembly   convened.     The    hnmble   Petition   of 
Richbill  Williams  humbly  hei-ewith: 

That  your  Petitioner  was  sent  within  the  enemy's  lines  in  the 
year  1778  by  the  Commissioners  for  detecting  Conspiracies  &c., 
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hy  ^"i^tll('  of  ;i  law  .nil  linii/innr  jlicm  <<)  call  upon  jxtsoms  (iT 
suspicious  aud  »Mpii\n('al  ( 'liaradrrs  ami  tcndrr  lliciii  an  oath 
of  AlU'^ianco  and  (lii-<M'iiiii;  tlicni  to  send  such  as  refused  th<' 
oath  within  \ho  Kneni.vs  TJnes. 

Tiiat  w»ur  Pclilioner  bcinj;  unlearned,  and  ignorant  of  the 
nH'rit*^  of  the  Controversy  between  Great  r»ri1ain  and  America, 
and  i^ivini::  too  iinicli  ]i(*ed  to  evil  and  dcsi^ninjij  men,  liad 
scrui)Ies  of  conscience  ajijainst  takin^i  Die  oath  when  it  was 
tendered  him. 

That  havinji:  been  a  short  time  wilh  the  Enemy,  your  Peti- 
tioner returned  determined  to  oast  himself  upon  the  Mercy  of  his 
Country,  and  become  a  faithful  c<ubject  of  the  State. 

Thai  your  Tel  it  inner  was  apprehended,  tried  uj)on  the  fore- 
said Law,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  during  life. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  in  consecpuMice  of  the  said  Sentence 
l>een  contined  foi-  near  three  years;  has  expended  bis  sub- 
stance and  is  i-educed  to  the  necessity  of  beinjij  suj)ported 
by  tbe  Charity  of  Friends. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  advanced  in  years,  and  laboring  under 
infirmities,  lias  but  a  few  Days  left  liim  to  sj)end  in  this  world, 
and  is  capable  of  doin;^'  little*  for  or  against  his  Country.  That 
little  however,  which  is  in  his  power  he  is  willing  to  do  for  his 
(Country. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  thai  the  honorable 
Legislature  in  their  great  Clemency  will  connnisserate  his  case, 
j>ardon  his  olTence,  and  discharge*  him  from  Prison,  iS:  suffer  him 
to  pass  the  few  days  he  has  to  live  with  his  Family  and  Friends 
and  Your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  every  jiray. 

his 

Kichl.ill  X  Williams. 

mark 
l*oughkeepsie  Coal  .Line  L'.'ld  1781. 
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The  Gommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Richbill 
Williams — Report : 

That  having  made  perticular  Enquiry  respecting  the  petitioner 
and  Duly  Gonsidering  all  Gireumstances  of  his  case,  the  Gom- 
mittee are  of  Opinion  that  he  is  a  proper  object  of  pardon  and 
have  Directed  me  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

I,  therefore,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  pardon 
of  Richbill  Williams. 


[No.  3786.] 
Return  of  Provisions. 
Return  of  Provisions  purchased  and  Delivered  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Undy  Hay,  Agent  for  the  State  of  New  York  from 
Aug't.  1780  to  24  June  1781,  for  which  Vouchers  have  not 
yet  been  procured. 


Species  and  Quantity 

ELY  WHOM  PURCHASED 

FLOUR 

FRESH 
BEEF 

Barrels 

Cwts 

Qr. 

lb. 

Pounds 

Major  Grosbeck 

Messrs.  Fonda  and  McFarlln 

Christopher  P.  Yaies 

Impressed  and  lent  on  the  Western  frontiers 

Do         Orange  County 

Do         on  tlie  Northern  Frontiers 
Sundries  Since  lat  of  May 

70 

150 
300 

60 
500 

123 

10-^0 

26i 

b2b 

105 
875 

a 

ioao 
ieoo 

8000 
32000 

Total  Parch.  &  Delivered 

1080 

2909 

2 

42620 

Udny  Iluy, 

State  Aijjonr. 
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[No.  3788.] 
Colonel  Udny  Hay^s  Circular  Letter  to  His  Assistants. 
^Circular)  Poughkeepsie  24  June  1781. 

Sir,  1  have  already  wrote  in  so  pressing  terms  on  the  Neces- 
sity of  getting  in  all  the  vouchers,  necessary  for  the  support  of 
jour  Accounts  in  the  Business  of  the  Agency,  that  any  farther 
Arguments  must,  in  a  great  measure,  appear  altogether  useless, 
but  as  so  few  of  the  Gentlemen  with  whom  I  am  connected 
have  as  yet  complied  with  my  Requisition  on  that  Score,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  put  you  in  Mind,  that  it  is  far  from  being 
Improbable  that  the  Principals  of  the  Public  Departments  may 
object  to  the  acknowledging  Vouchers  of  such  subordinate 
Officers  for  Articles  rec'd  by  them,  as  before  these  vouchers  can 
be  presented  by  me,  may  have  left  the  service,  and  in  all  such 
cases  the  loss  wou'd  very  justly  fall  on  the  Person  by  whose 
means  the  Voucher  had  been  so  long  detained.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  due  Regard  to  your  own  Interest  and  Inclination  to 
serve  the  State,  as  well  as  to  enable  me  to  settle  my  Accounts 
with  the  Public  Officers,  as  far  as  reasonably  can  be  expected, 
will  prove  sufficient  Inducements  for  your  Immediate  Compli- 
-ance,  by  forwarding  your  Vouchers  to  me  with  all  convenient 
Dispatch. 

Sundry  Members  of  both  Houses  of  the  legislature  have 
urged  the  propriety  of  my  coining  to  an  Immediate  Settlement 
with  the  Quarter  Master  &  Commissary  General  and  I  have 
therefore  laid  this  Letter  before  that  honorable  Body,  as  a  Proof 
on  a  future  Day  (should  it  be  necessary)  that  the  Delay  has  not 
been  owing  to  any  fault  of  mine.  I  am  with  Esteem,  Sir,  Your 
most  obed't  Servant  Signed,  Udny  Hay 

Asst's.  Purchasers  of  Provisions  &  Forage. 

P.  S.:  As  the  Letter  is  Circular,  these  Gentlemen  who  have 
already  delivered  in  most  of  their  Vouchers,  will  not  esteem  it 
designed  for  them,  in  any  other  View,  but  as  a  guide  for  their 
future  Conduct. 
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[No.  3791.] 

Colonel  Vdny  Hay  to  the  Senate — Willing  to  Explain  His  Returns 

for  Provisions  and  Forage. 

The  Memorial  of  Udny  Hay  To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of 

the  State  of  N.  York,  Sheweth: 

That  your  memorialist,  from  a  sincere  desire  to  prevent  every 
retardment  in  the  business  of  your  Honourable  House  as  far 
as  in  his  power,  has  taken  the  liberty  of  presenting,  with  his 
returns  of  Provisions  &  Forage  procured,  a  Copy  of  an  explana- 
tory letter  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of  said 
Keturns,  and  if  any  further  explanation  is  thought  necessary, 
your  Memorialist  will  be  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  at- 
tending at  any  time  and  place  where  the  Honourable  the  Senate 
may  think  proper  to  order  him  for  that  purpose.  Your  Memor- 
alist  shall  as  in  duty  bound  ever  pray, 

Poughkeepsie  24  June  1781. 


[No.  3792.] 

Governor  Clinton  Issues  Instructions  to  Squire  Horton  Regarding 

Nefarious  Transactions. 

Pokeepsie,  25th  June  1781. 

Sir,    It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  some  of  the  Justices 

of  the  Peace  of  your  County  give  Permits  to  Persons  residing 

below  our  lines  &  in  the  Power  of  the  Enemy  to  purchase  cattle 

and  drive  them  down  to  their  destination.     The  objectU'Tis  to 

such  conduct  are  so  obvious  as  to  render  it  needless  to  mention 

them  to  you.    Tho  I  have  no  reason  to  suspect  that  you  have 

been  concerned  in  this  business,  yet  I  have  thought  it  proper  to 

apprize  you  of  my  sentiments  on  the  subject  and  request  you  will 


coinnniiiicato  them  to  such  of  (he  Maj^istratcs  as  reside  near 
you  that  a  ineasure  so  inconsistent  witli  the  public  service  be 

disi'oiit  iniu'd. 


[No.  :\7\)3.] 

Cnptdin    Oucn   Shourt's  Application  to  Meet   His   lirothcr — With 

Enclosures. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander  In  Chief  of  the 
State  of  Now  York.  The  humble  Petition  of  Owen  Shourt  Refugee  from  the  City  of 
N.  York,  humbly  sheweth:  That  previous  to  the  British  Troops  taking  possession  of 
N.  York  your  Petitioner  moved  with  his  family  into  Connecticut  leaving  all  his  Effects 
In  New  York  except  a  trifle  he  brought  with  him  for  present  subslstance.  In  monthly 
expectation  that  the  events  of  war  would  be  such,  that  he  might  return  again  Into  the 
peaceable  possession  of  his  Estate.  Your  Petitioner  has  waited  In  vain,  'till  he  Is 
reduced  to  really  Indigent  Circumstances,  and  sees  no  prospects  but  those  of  poverty 
and  want:  the  little  he  brought  with  him  was  long  ago  consumed,  and  he  has  sub- 
«lsted  for  some  time  upon  his  own  Industry,  and  the  Charity  of  his  Friends,  the  first 
•of  which  resources  hath  at  length  failed,  by  reason  of  his  111  &  declining  State  of 
Health,  and  Charity  alone  must  now  be  his  support  unless  your  Petitioner  can  obtain 
permission  to  receive  some  benefit  from  his  Estate  In  N.  York.  Your  Petitioner  when 
be  Bed  from  N.  York,  left  there  a  Mother,  Father  In  Law  and  two  brothers,  since  which 
be  has  heard  that  Both  his  Parents  and  one  of  his  brothers  are  dead;  from  the  remain- 
ing Brother  he  has  received  a  letter  desiring  your  Petitioner  would  meet  him  by 
r<'  :  :i    at  the  Enemies  Lines,   where  he  wishes  to   inform  him  of  something  con- 

c  >   Estate  In  N.  York.     Your  Petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  prays  that  he 

in;'>  1  '  ;  •  rmitted  to  see  his  brother  at  the  Lines,  and  further  that  your  Petitioner  may 
be  <\i::<:vd  to  receive  some  Assistance  from  his  brother,  or  If  It  be  practicable  to  sell 
some  of  his  property  which  Is  In  New  York  and  bring  out  the  Avails  of  It  for  the 
support  of  himself  and  family,  but  If  this  request  cannot  be  granted,  your  petitioner 
prays  that  he  may  be  suffered  to  see  his  brother,  as  a  friend,  under  the  strictest 
injunctions  It  shall  be  thought  proper  to  lay  him.  Your  Petitioner  begs  leave  to  say 
that  he  has  always  been  friendly  to  the  Cause  of  the  United  States,  that  he  has,  when- 
ever r  !  &  whenever  exegences  have  required,  most  willingly  taken  his  Musket 
and  n  to  the  field  In  defence  of  the  Injured  rights  of  his  Country,  that  he  has 
from  time  to  time  been  engaged  In  Privateering  against  the  Enemies  of  the  United 
Stat^.  But  your  Petitioner  has  been  unfortunate;  the  fatigues  of  hard  service  and 
■trugglefl  with  Adversity  have  so  broken  down  his  constitution  and  Impaired  his  health 
tbat  he  is  rendered  unfit  for  business;  his  family  which  he  was  once  able  to  support 
in  affluence  are  now  calling  upon  him  In  vain  for  the  necessaries  and  conveniences 
of  Li'-  <1  by  all  the  misfortunes  that  surround  him,  and  fearfull  of  the  future, 
your  1  r  Is  emboldened  to  make  the  above  requests  &  humbly  hopes  they  will 
be  granted  &  your  Petitioner  as  In  duty  bound  will  every  pray  &c. 

Chatham,  Conne<'ticut  Juno  2iith  A.  D.   1781. 

New  Town   March  23,   '81 
I>Mir   Brother.     I    make   no   doubt,    before   this   you   have   heard   of   the   death  of   my 
Mother  who  died  In  January  l««l  ■'l©r  »  tedious  Illness,  the  remains  of  our  once  large 
ii(,(]  I,  '    ally,  but  under  such  Circumstances  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  bear  It  with  a 

man!'-  le;   hoping  thene  may   find   you  ft  Family,   well.   I   think  you   have  been 

very  I  "f  duty  In  not  even  writing  a  ulnKlo  line  to  your  onro  Tender  Mother. 

I   nhf)'  .-ippy  to  see  you  once  more  In   the  pearonblo  poHsesslon   of  your  Estate, 

but  when  that  will  be.  God  only  knows;  numbers  of  your  frionds  In  New  York  makes 
particular  enquiry  about  you  and  what  answer  to  make  them  I  know  not.  Some  months 
•go.  I  was  Informed  of  your  l)<»lng  brought  to  New  York  In  the  Beaver.  Sloop.  A  lodged 
on  board  the  prison  ship.     I  Immediately  got  the  promise  of  your  parole;  on  going  and 
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-enquiring  on  board  the  prison  ship  of  the  Master  of  the  Beaver,  he  informed  me  you 

did  not  come  out  in  Her  that  Cruize,   which  I  make  no  doubt  he  has  informed  you 

after  Exchange,   provided  you  could  get  a  Flag  to  come  to  Lloyd's  Neck  &  enquiring 

for  Robt.   Morrell  who  will  inform  me  of  your  being  there  I  will  wait  upon  you,  for 

I  have  something  to  inform  you  about  your  interest  in  New  York.    Yrs. 

EM.  M.  E. 


Capt.  Owen  Shourt  formerly  of  New  York,  having  left  the  place  of  his  Nativity  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  Independence  of  America,  hath  for  about  five  years  past 
dwelt  in  this  Town  «6:  hath  ever  behaved  himself  as  an  apparent  Friend  to  the  United 
States  &  hath  spent  much  of  his  Time  in  privateering  against  the  Enemies  of  sd  states. 

David   Sage,   Just.   Peace 
Certified  by 

Eben'r  White,  Just.  Peace. 
Moses  Bartlet,  Joseph  Kellogg,  Select  Men 
Chatham,  25th  of  June  A.  D.  1781. 


[No.  3794.] 

Governor  Clintan  to  John  Fitch  Concerning  Captain  Townsend's 

Exchange. 

Pokeepsie,  26  June,  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  ree'd  your  Letter  of  the  23^d  Int.  and  Do  not 
think  that  the  grant'g  a  Flag  to  yourself  &  Capt.  Hunter  will 
tend  to  the  Liberation  of  Capt.  Townsond.  No  moans  in  my 
power  has  or  shall  be  wanting  for  this  Purpose  but  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  solicitude  of  his  Friend  to  affect  it,  has  rather 
prevented  it  as  it  must  induce  the  Enemy  by  heightening  Capt. 
Townsend's  Importance  in  their  estimation  to  refuse  an  equal 
Exchange  and  if  so  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  negotiate  it,  I 
have  at  the  same  time  no  doubt  but  the  benevolent  feelings  of 
Capt.  Townsend's  Friends  have  also  occasioned  their  anxiety 
on  the  occasion  and  if  INIrs.  Townsend  conceives,  she  can  by 
jseeing  Mr.  Delancey  obtain  her  Husbands'  Liberty.  I  have  no 
objection  (o  her  going  (o  (he  Lines  for  ilial  ruri)()se  and  1 
liereby  signify  my  consent  thereto,  she  receiving  permission  from 
the  officer  of  our  Army  com'g  on  tlu^  Lines. 
4 
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[No.  ^705.] 

Corrrnor   Clinton    liCfjucsts  dcncral   ('lint(m    in   Complete  the  New 

York  Jxeffiment  af  Artillrrif. 

rou^^hkccpsic,  20tli  Juno  1781 

T><ai'    r.rollur,     A    vci-v   pressing   iMMpiisit  ion    from   liis   Excel- 

k'luv    ihr    ('oimiiaiuh'r   in   (Miicf   to   roinplcal    the   JU';j;iinent   of 

Artillery  belonging  to  this  State  which  is  much  more  deficient 

than  either  of  the  Regiments  of  Infantry  renders  it  necessary 

that    the    Recruits   which   vet    remain   to   he   furnished    by   the 

Classets  ishould  be  annexed  to  that  Corps  iK:   I  liave  accordingly 

to  request   that  you   will   give  orders  for   this  purpose  to  the 

Oflicer  appointed   to  receive  them.     The  intended  oi)eration  of 

the  Campaign  will  call  for  a  more  than  the  ordinary  Proportion 

of  Artillerists.     If  they  cannot  be  otherwise  acquired,  I  fear 

they  must  be  drafted  from  the  Infantry  which  makes  me  more 

anxious  about  the  I»usin(^ss.     Ca]>t.  Marhin  is  now  at  Albany  iK: 

if  it  is  necessary  some  more  of  the  otlicers  of  that  ('orps  shall 

be  forwarded  to  attend  &  receive  the  recruits.     I  am  &c 


[No.  :?70G.] 

Governor  Clinton  Orders  Colonel  MeClcufjhri/  to  Furnish  a  (Jimrtt 
for  the  Transfer  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

Pokeepsie,  27th  June  1781 

Sir,     In  Consequence  of  a  Keijuisition  to  me  from  his  Kxcel 

lency  General  Washington  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  ord^r 

a  Guard  of  Twenty  men  of  your  R<'giment  under  Command  of 

an  active  and  vigilant  Officer  to  take  charge  of  a  Number  of 

Prisoners  of  War  from  New  Hurgh  to  Sussex  ('ourt  House;  as  it 

is  necessary  that   this  servic*-  Im-  jh  i  forim-d   wiihoui    I  ><  Iwy  you 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  51 

will  give  directions  that  the  men  be  at  New  Burgh  on  Sunday 
evening  next,  that  they  may  be  able  to  march  early  on  Monday 
Morning  so  as  to  deposit  them  that  night  in  Goshen  Goal.  The 
Officer  will  enquire  for  the  Commissary  of  i?risoners  at  the  Quar- 
ter Master's  Office  at  New  Burgh,  where  he  will  receive  the  Pris- 
oners and  further  directions.  There  is  not  time  to  make  a  detail 
from  the  Different  Regiments  on  this  occasion,  but  you  may 
Depend  upon  it,  that  due  credit  will  be  given  to  your  Regiment 
for  this  Service  in  the  Rotation  of  Duty.  Let  me  entreat  that 
this  Business  be  punctually  performed.     I  am  &c. 


[No.  3797.] 

James  Black  to  Governor  Clinton — On  Clothing  Returns,  Uncertain 
Salary  and  Depreciated  Currency, 

Poughkeepsie,  28th  June,  17S1 
Sir,  Enclosed  your  Excellency  will  receive  a  Return  of  the 
cloathing  delivered  to  the  State  Troopes  for  the  present  year. 
You  will  see  the  great  deficiency  in  Hats  and  linnen  overalls, 
both  much  wanted.  There  is  little  expectation  from  the  public 
stores. 

It  is  with  pain  I  write  to  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of 
money,  but  necessity  obliges,  having  not  received  any  from  the 
imblic  since  in  the  present  office,  which  will  soon  be  two  years, 
and  I  see  by  a  law  passed  last  year  that  I  was  to  receive  thirty 
Dollars  of  the  New  Emission  per  month,  which  from  the 
fluctuating  state  of  the  Paper   Currency    is    a   very    uncertain 

salary. 

I  have  served  the  United  States  and  this  State  as  an  Otlicer, 
upwards  of  five  years  and  received  for  my  services  paper  money. 
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mostlv  in  iis  drpnu'iatt'd  Slnlr.  aii<l  nlilioii^li  I  was  an  iiiliabi- 
taiit  of  tills  Statt'  boforc  the  W  ar,  liavc  iiol  received  tlir  comiK^n- 
satiou  allow(Ml  other  ollieei-s.  1  jud«ie  it  nnnoressary  lo  l*etition 
the  llonoralde  I^'^rislatnre  (^n  (hat  Head,  relvin;;  on  (lie  wisdoin 
and  Jnstiee  of  iliat  r»od_v  in  rcnv.uMlinu:  me  as  well  as  other 
servants  of  the  l*ublic.  I  am  with  the  j^reatest  respect,  Your 
Kxcelleucy's  most  obedient  Most  Humble  Servant. 
His  Excellenev  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  aiDS.] 

General  CUuton  to  the  Governor — Cash  the  Strongest  Argument  to 

Secure  Recruits. 

Albanv  June  aoth  1782. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  favor  of  the  2r>th  inst.  I  received  last  ni^ht, 
and  Capt.  Machin  ;.''oing  down,  lurnishes  nie  with  a  conveyance 
for  this. 

If  the  Classes  would  furnish  the  ollicers  on  the  recruiting; 
S«*rvice  with  cash,  in  all  ]»robability  men  could  be  j)rocured — 
but  they  will  neither  furnish  the  one  or  other. 

L'nder  these  einumstances  1  have  judged  it  unnecessary  to 
detain  Tnyit.  Maehin  as  there  is  little  reason  to  l.opc*  success 
from  our  present  appearances,  lie  will  be  able  more  fully  to 
inform  you  of  the  i)eculiar  cirrumstances  attendinj^  this  business 
than  I  can,  &  to  him  I  b<'g  leave  to  refer  you. 

I  hope  the  House  have  passed  some  laws  in  favor  of  appre- 
hending liiberters,  as  in  my  oj»inion  it   would  be  attended  with 
more  flnccess  in   fillin;;  np  iIk-  Keg't.  ilian  all   tlir  r.nuits  you 
have  reaBon  to  j-xpect.    I  am.  Dear  Sir,  Yours  sincerely 
Oov.  Clinton. 
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r.  4  PuBiJC  pAi'Kus  OF  Qbouge  Clinton. 

[No.  3800.] 

Mr.    Sackctt    hcairvs    to    Ixiiit    (linmior    Clinton's    House   ami    the 
(tov-crnor  ShoiCfi  the  fnipractivaliiliti/  of  thr  Sut/f/cstion. 

Ih'jir  Sir,  Mr.  Haldwiii  wlio,  lives  in  the  State  of  Connocticiil, 
iiiarrit'd  luv  sistrr  and  has  had  a  Kogular  Education  in  the 
profession  (tf  tlic  Law,  lias  an  inclination  lo  sftllo  in  this  Stale 
and  set  np  the  practice  of  the  Law,  latelv  applietl  to  me  to 
reconiend  a  l*ro{x'r  Stand  for  that  business,  considering  tin' 
in-oaken  situation  of  the  State  at  present,  could  think  of  no  place 
in  the  Stale  So  convenieiii  as  vonr  house  at  New  W  indsor,  pro- 
l>osed  it  to  him,  on  giving  niv  opinion  he  Requested  me  to  make 
Application  for  it.  If  it  should  not  be  engaged  to  any  other 
IH^rson  he  would  wish  to  rent  it  and  be  glad  to  know  your 
Terms  and  tlie  Time  lie  coul'd  enter;  his  family  is  small  and  he 
t«dls  me  that  he  is  well  aciiuainted  wiili  .Judge  llubbart  who 
ran  give  your  his  Character. 

If  you  will  be  pleased  lo  Kccolcct  some  time  in  the  spring,  I 
requested  a  permission  for  Mr.  Si  Ivan  us  IMne  to  go  on  to  Long 
Island  in  order  to  sell  an  Estate  that  his  uncle  Left  him  Since 
(lie  enemy  had  lakcn  i>08session  of  I  ho  Island  and  is  suil'<'ring 
•^reat  Lf)ss  by  dist ruction  of  the  Timber  and  improvements,  and 
to  bring  olT  the  Proceed.  Von  gave  your  answer  that  as  soon 
as  our  Army  Took  tin*  held  that  yon  would  grant  a  permision 
for  him  to  go  on  and  sell  it  and  bring  of  the  Proceeds  in  Specie, 
in  conseijuence  of  which  I  would  beg  Leave  to  Suggest  that  the 
army  is  now  in  the  field  and  that  Mr.  i*ine  would  wish  to  go  on 
Eniediately,  fearing  iliai  if  an  aiiack  should  take  j»lace  the  con- 
vulsions that  would  natui'ly  lake  ]»lace  fioin  that  sircumstance 
may  orasion  the  loss  «»f  the  will  and  he  in  the  Ijid  loose  the 
whole,  which  is  an  oljject  uf  great  inijiorlance  to  him. 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  answer  the  different  parts  of  this  Let- 
ter by  the  barer,  who  is  in  wating  and  inclose  your  permission 
for  Mr.  Pine  in  yours  and  oblige,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  serv't 

Nath'l  Sackett. 

Fishkill,  July  1st  1781. 

P.  S.  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  this  day  but  am  obliged 
to  go  on  to  Connecticut  tomorrow  when  I  shall  see  Mr.  Baldwin, 
who  is  wateing  your  answer.    I  am  Sr.  Yrs  N.  S. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 
Sir,*  I  have  rec'd  your«^  of  this  date  and  sh'd  be  happy  to 
serve  your  Brother  in  Law,  but  my  house  at  New  Windsor  is  at 
present  occupied  by  Capt.  Bedlow  a  Gentleman  from  N.  York,- 
who  has  been  much^  injured  by  the  times.'^  I  fear  it  wou'd  add 
to  his  injuries^  if  he  was  obliged  to  remove  from  his  present 
situation.  If  Capt.  Bedlow  should  have  the  good  fortune  to  be 
otherwise  provided  for  before  Mr.  Baldwin  can  suit  himself  he 
shall  have  the  preference.  It  is  not  in  my  power  as  yet  to 
grant  the  Indulgence  you  request  for  Mr.  Pine.  As  soon  as  it 
is  which  I  hope  will  not  be  long  I  will  transmitt  you  the  per- 
mission. I  am  Sir 
1  July  1781 — Pokeepsie. 

*Mr.  Charles  II.  Weygant  of  Newburgh,  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  this  office 
with  a  copy  of  this  letter,  which  dilTers  verbally  in  several  iustauces  in  the  lirst  sen- 
tence.    In  the  Weygant  copy  these  changes  are  noted: 

1  Your  letter. 

2  New  York. 

3  "  Much  ■'  omitted. 

4  "And  "  inserted 

6  Distresses.— State  Historian. 


66  Prill. ic    l*Ari:i{s  »ii"  (Jkoikjk  Ci.imon. 

John     and     Uvnni     Lit  iiKjstan     hisiihii/     lAviJii     Intrrrst     in     the 
Forthcomintj  CamiHiiijn — The  T/oit/v/o/'n   Rvpbi  to  llvnrif. 

Manor   Li\  iii<j:ston,  July  2,  1781. 

8ir.   Mr.    hiiane   iiilOriird   iiic   tlial    von   i'xpcctcd   to   take  the 

Field   ill   a    slioi-i    time.      If  so    I    will    \)v  iinich   oblij^od   to  yoiii* 

Excellency  if  lie  will  hr  kind  enough  to  l<'t  nic  know,  that  I  may 

be  down  in  tiiiM-.     I  am,  vonr  Excellency's  most  obed't  servant, 

Jno.  Livin«;ston. 

For  His  Excel'y  George  Clinton,  Escjr.  Governor  of  the  State 

of  X.  York  i^c  c^c. 

IlKMiV    IvIVINGSTON    TO    GOVKHNOK    ClINTON. 

Manor  Livingston,  July  3d,  1781. 

Sir,  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Dnane  that  their  is  a  great  proba- 
l)ility  of  an  active  campaign  this  summer,  and  I  could  wish  'if 
your  Excellency  tlion^^ht  proper)  to  be  employed  with  the  army, 
that  will  be  at,  or  near,  N.  York,  if  possible. 

I  am  more  part  irnlarly  anxious  for  tliat  service,  as  I  am  in- 
formed that  your  Excellency  is  to  jiartake  in  that  part  of  the 
campaign. 

I  feel  myself  much  obliged  by  you  Intercast ini:  yourself  in  my 
favor  relative  to  the   Adjutant   ( ieneralsliij*.      I   am,  with  great 

estei'in   '^'onr   Excellency   Ihim'l   Snv't 

Henry   Livingston 
To  G.  Clinton,  Esc].,  (Jov'r  State  N.  York. 

Governor  Clinton's  Kkplv  to  IL  F.ivincjston. 

Poughkeepsie,  Aug.  (Itli.  17S1. 
Sir,    I    have   been    favM    w'tli    vonr    letter    of    the   .'ird    nit.    <*<: 
should  have  answered  it  at  a  much  earlier  I>a\   had   1   not  been 


Public  Papers  op  George  Clinton.  57 

induced  to  delay  in  hope  that  a  command  equal  to  your  wishes 
would  have  offered  itself.  The  Levies  raising  in  your  County 
&  to  the  Northw'd,  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  for  the  frontier 
service;  &  those  raising  in  this  &  the  other  counties  below,  con- 
formable to  the  Kecommendation  of  Congress  in  a  similar  case, 
I  have  conceived  it  my  duty  as  far  as  I  have  been  able,  to  officer 
from  among  the  deranged  contin'l  officers.  Besides  as  some  of 
the  Militia  field  officers  this  way  have  tendered  their  services, 
I  could  not,  without  giving  just  cause  of  umbrage,  pass  them  by 
&  take  an  officer  from  another  district. 

If  the  operations  of  the  pres't  Campaign  should,  however, 
become  serious  and  active  it  is  probable  we  may  have  a  further 
call  on  our  militia,  in  which  case  you  may  be  assured,  sir,  that 
I  shall  bear  you  in  mind  &,  if  in  my  Power  consistently  to  do  it 
gratify  your  Inclination.  Being  with  great  Esteem  &  Regard, 
Dr.  Sir,  Your  Most  Obed.  Serv't. 


[No.  3803.] 

Hovei^nm^  Clinton  to  the  Board  of  Wai'  in  Rekit'wn  to  Appointments 

in  the  New  York  lAnc. 

Pokeepsie,  4th  July  1781. 
Sir,  Agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  Sth  of  March 
1779,  I  have  the  Honor  of  Transmitting  to  your  Honorable 
Board  an  Authenticated  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of 
Appointment  of  this  State  of  the  29th  June  last  for  filling  up 
several  vacancies  in  the  different  Regts  of  this  State,  and  have 
to  request  that  Commissions  be  issued  to  the  Gentlemen  ap- 
pointed. Nothwithstandiiig  llu^  great  care  with  which  the  Coun- 
cil proceded  in  making  the  Appointments  to  fill  up  these  vacan- 
cies in  the  late  five  New  York  Battalions  on  the  5th  of  June 
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177I>.  (M>iiij>lMints  W(MT  iiiM^lc  !>y  some  of  \]\r  OcntlcnK'n.  of  In- 
justice li;i\iiiL:  Im'cii  (lone  tlimi  in  roiiii  of  lv;nil<.  \\lii(li  upon  ;i 
lU^-isal  of  tlic  Hank  KoUs  and  otlicr  I  )o(iiMi('nta  of  the  said 
IJatallion,  wvvv  discovcii'd  to  he  well  founded.  Tli(»  Council, 
thorofor(\  at  their  hist  >f(M'tinjx  have  correrted  their  former 
Ap]>ointnicut8  and  ha\e  directed  me  to  forwaid  their  Kesolu- 
tions  on  the  Subject  and  KtMpnst  that  the  pro|)er  alterations 
may  be  made  with  Dates  of  tlie  < 'onimissiona  issued  to  those 
(Jent'm  accordingly.  I  am  »S:c  (1.  (Minton.  (lovernor. 
The  llou'ble  the  President  of  the  lid.  of  W  ar,  Phii'a.* 


•July  9. — In  the  evening  of  the  2d,  Licutcnant-Colonol  Knimcrick  marched  with  one 
hundred  men,  drawn  from  the  regiments  of  the  line,  from  the  encampment  near  New 
York,  to  Phillips'  house;  as.  the  next  morning,  a  number  of  wagons,  under  an  escort 
of  two  hundred  foot,  and  thirty  mounted  Yagers,  were  to  be  sent  to  the  same  place  for 
.«;ome  hay.  Dut  about  ten  o'clock  tGe  same  evening.  Intelligence  was  received  of  General 
Wa.'^hinKton's  army  having  been  at  Sing  Sing  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant.  It 
was  therefore  resolved  to  leave  the  wagons  within  the  lines,  and  send  the  detachment 
to  recall  Colonel  Emmerlck.  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Prucschomk  with  the  following 
ofBcers  under  his  command,  viz.:  Captaini  Henricks,  Captain  De  Wangenheim,  Lieuten- 
ant Schaefer,  Lieutenant  De  Deimar,  and  Lieutenant  De  Baltholniai.  left  the  camp  at 
daybreak,  and  having  left  Kingsbrldge,  would  not  pass  a  series  of  defiles  before  he  had 
reconnoitred  Fort  Independence;  he  therefore  ordered  his  advanced  guards,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Schaefer.  and  another  party  of  a  sergeant  and  ten  men,  to  examine  the  fort 
and  Its  environs.  It  being  not  yet  quite  day,  those  parties  did  not  perceive  the  rebels 
drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle,  till  they  were  within  ten  yards  of  them,  when  they 
received  their  fire,  returned  It,  and  fell  back  to  a  proper  distance.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
D«  Pnieschenck  Immediately  and  with  great  re.solutlon  and  presence  of  mind,  endeav- 
ored to  gain  the  height  in  the  rear  of  the  fort,  and  though  he  received  the  rebels  whole 
fire,  succeeded  so  far  as  to  take  possession  of  the  ruins  of  a  house  which  was  formerly 
fortified  by  Colonel  Emmrrick.  From  this  place  he  attacked  the  rebels  In  their  advan- 
tageous position.  Intending  to  dislodge  them;  but,  observing  a  battalion  with  living 
colors  In  the  fort,  finding  their  superiority  of  numbers,  being  furiously  attacked  with 
the  bayonet,  and  at  the  same  time  neclng  no  po-^^slblllty  of  gaining  any  ground  to  his 
advantage,  he  resolved  to  fall  ba<'k  under  the  cannon  in  ('harles'  redoubt:  but  the 
rebels  pressing  too  hard  upon  him,  and  his  Infantry,  on  account  of  the  narrow  passage, 
beginning  to  lose  ground,  and  being  apprehensive  of  sustaining  some  loss  In  repassing 
the  defile  In  such  a  situation,  he  ordered  his  cavalry  under  Lieutenant  Flies,  to  charge 
the  advancing  enemy.  This  had  the  expected  effect;  the  rebels  stopped,  the  Yagers 
formed  again  and  rocoramenced  the  attack  with  redoubled  vigor,  obllgrd  the  rebels  to 
quit  the  fort,  and  drove  them  from  the  heights  as  far  as  Deveaux's  house,  taking 
poflieritlon  of  the  ground  they  had  quitted.  At  this  time  Lloutenant-Colonel  De  Wurtn 
arrlred  with  the  rest  of  the  Yager  corps  from  Kingsbrldgo.  and  took  po.HsessIoD  of  the 
rising  ground  between  the  Ilridge  and  Fort  Indopondcnce.  reconnoitred  the  enemy's  new 
poaltlOD,  ezteodlog  from  Mile-square  road  over  the  height  to  William's  Bridge,  with 
a  thick  wood  In  their  rear,  plainly  Indicating  a  design  to  conceal  their  real  strength. 
A«   repeated    Int.  was    received    that   three   hundred    French   horse   covered    the 

«>neiDT'8  Irft  at  Bridge,  Colonel  De  Wurm  artrd  with  prerautlon.  and  did  not 

think  proi>«'r  to  n^k  imuther  attack;  but  Lieulcnnnl-Coloncl  Emmrrirk  r«'trrnilng  over 
Spuyten  nuyril.  and  being  cut  off  by  the  rebels'  po-itlnn.  (two  hundred  men  being 
arrived  at  this  time  from  the  regiments  of  the  line,  and  the  refugees  from  Morrlsania 
having  Joined,)  It  was  absolutely  neccssiiry  to  force   the  rebels  from  their  ground,  to  give 
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Gov.  Clinton's  Reply  to  Letter  from  Board  of  War  May  30th. 
On  the  17th  of  last  month  I  had  the  honor  of  laying  before 
the  Legislature,  your  Letter  of  the  30th  May  with  the  Acts  of 
Congress  therein  referred  to  previous  to  their  rising  on  the  1st 
Inst.  They  passed  several  Lawe  for  the  More  effectual  collec- 
tion of  the  specific  supplies  allotted  to  this  State.  As  soon  as 
I  can  procure  copies  I  shall  transmit  them  with  the  State 
Agent's  Returns  &  Reports  which  will  give  you  the  most  satis- 
factory Information  on  the  subject. 
I  am  &c. 

[No.  3804.] 

The  Governor  to  James  Clinton  in  Relation  to  Military  Commissions 
— Allied  Troops  Assemhling  in  Westchester  County. 

Pokeepsie,  4th  July  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  Since  my  last  I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of 

the  30th  June.     I  now  enclose  you  warrants  for  the  Gentlemen 

who  are  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  two  N.  York  Regt's 

of  Infantry  with  a  warrant  for  Alex'r*,  as  a  second  Lieut  of 


Colonel  Emmerick  an  opportunity  of  joining  by  the  way  of  Cortlaudt's  house,  still  in 
possession  of  the  rebels.  The  Yagers  moved  forward  and  took  poss^ession  of  Cortlandfs 
Bridge;  the  refugees  and  the  advanced  parties  of  the  Yagers  engaged  the  rebels' 
advanced  posts  and  drove  them  to  their  main  body,  which  immediately  filed  off  to  the 
left,  and  retreated  towards  William's  Bridge.  The  passage  being  now  open.  Colonel 
Emmerick  was  desired  to  leave  Spuytcn  Duyvil  and  to  join,  which  he  did,  and  informed 
General  De  Losberg  that  he  drew  two  hundred  rebels  into  his  ambuscade  at  Phillips.' 
house,  of  which  he  killed  three  and  took  nine;  that  the  rebel  army  was  moving  in  two 
columns,  (one  of  which  was  already  soon  on  Valentino's  Hill  advancing  towards  Cort- 
laudt's Bridge.)  The  troops  were  now  ordered  to  fall  back  to  their  former  pot^ition, 
leaving  one  hundred  Yagers  at  Fort  Independence,  and  observe  all  the  motions  of 
General  Washington's  army,  who  himself  reconnoitred  Spuyteu  Duyvil  at  Three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  At  four  o'clock-  the  troops  moved  into  the  lines  and  to  their 
encampment. 

The  loss  of  the  Yagers  Is  three  men  killed;  one  otIUer,  one  sergeant,  twenty-six  men 
wounded,  and  five  missing.  That  of  the  rebels  is  very  considerable;  Intelligence  was 
received  that  they  embarked  one  hundred  and  one  wounded  men  at  Sing  Sing,  and  sent 
them  up  the  North  River,  besides  a  groat  many  who  died  of  their  wounds  before  they 
reached  that  place,  and  one  ofllcer  and  seventeen  men  who  were  left  on  the  field,  with 
seventeen  stands  of  arms. — Rivington's  Gazette,  July  14. 

•Alexander  Clinton,  the  son  of  General  James  Clinton,  had  been  commissioned  an 
ensign  in  the  First  Regiment,  September  2l\  ITSO,  and  was  transferred  to  Colonel  John 
Lamb's  Artillery  Regiment  by  a  commission  of  second  lieutenant,  dated  June  29,  1781. — 
STATB3  Historian. 


■<>0  Public   Paitks  oi-  (;i:(nj(;n  Clinton. 

Artillrrv.  wliirli  yon  \\\]]  |. lease  to  1imv(»  dclivorcd.  1  nlso  en- 
^•lose  you  Copies  of  the  Kcsolutions  of  (.'oiincil,  {'orrc'ctinf^  tho 
Mistakes  whicli  took  place  in  llicir  Ai^pointinents  of  21Mh  Juno 
1771)  \  respeiiinir  the  claiiii  of  1.^'ut  W  ('iHlcii  lo  I'lvci'drncy  of 
Ixank  to  L<Mit  \'an  Woerl  :  wlicn  this  matter  iN  adjusted  1  know 
of  no  otJHT  dispute  wliich  can  possibly  exist  in  the  Line  In 
my  let  Id-  to  the  Uoanl  of  War  t  ransmit  t  in«^  copies  of  the  new 
appointnu'nts.  1  have  mentioned  the  above  alteration  and  R<*- 
quested  that  the  Connuissions  to  the  Gentlemen  concerned  may 
be  made  to  conform  thereto. 

A  Law  passed  last  Session  foi*  the  encouragement  of  tlu'  ap- 
prehension of  Deserters  which  shall  be  published  as  soon  as 
IM>S6ible.  One  year's  exemption  fr(vm  all  Militia  Duty,  Drafts 
&  Detachment  and  ten  Pounds  New  Emission  is  the  Reward 
otTered  to  any  Person  who  shall  ai»prehend  .S:  deliver  a  Deserter 
from  our  Tronjts  ai  any  Military  Post.*  We  have  no  news.  The 
Allied  Troops  are  asseml»lin«;  fast  in  West  Chester  County.  1 
am  Yours  Sincerely. 

*Jul7  4. — The  imagination  can  scarcely  conceive  of  a  more  miserable  condition  than 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York,  between  the  Highlands  and  Albany.  The  persons 
favoring  independency,  which  consist  only  of  such  as  despair  of  escaping  the  vengeance 
of  their  countrymen,  abandon  themselves  to  all  the  cruelty  of  cowardice.  Alive  to 
suspicion,  the  general  consideration  is  about  spies  and  harborcrs  of  spies,  and  in  the 
extremity  of  their  terrors,  the  slightest  preparations  pass  with  the  tyrants  In  offl>e  for 
dcinonstratlvc  proof.  Henre  women  are  committed  lo  their  jails,  capital  executions 
grow  more  frequent,  and  to  the  reproach  ot  humanity,  there  was  an  instance 
within  a  month  past  of  a  man  under  public  condemnation,  being  hanged  in  his  prison 
to  gratify  the  pride  of  the  sheriff,  who  (obliged  to  be  executioner  himself)  was  ashamed 
to  perform  the  office  of  hangman  in  the  fields.  Albany  was  reserved  for  this  first  and 
rare  instance  of  infamy. 

And  thouKh  liio  credit  of  paper  money  Is  totally  extinct  In  all  parts  of  the  continent, 
(and  for  that  r«"n.Hon  the  Inte  mint  of  specie  or  hnrd  money  paper  not  wholly  Issued,  but 
withheld  If  pOHHible  to  increase  its  value,  or  rather  the  demand  for  it,)  their  late  mob 
assembly  have  published  a  tax  law,  to  oblige  every  man  to  give  a  bushel  of  wheat  for 
«vef7  sixty  dollars  of  bis  former  assessment,  in  old  continental,  and  If  he  has  no  wheat, 
then  twelve  HhllUngs  in  lieu  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  and  on  failure  in  ten  days,  two 
bushels  or  twenty-four  shillings.  This  wheat,  it  is  said.  Is  for  the  supply  of  Washing- 
ton's army,  but  really  Intended  to  be  sold  to  the  French  for  hard  money;  and  what 
will  be  done  with  that,  no  -  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.    Miserable  people,  the  prey 

of  plunderers  of  their  own  "How  long,  O  Lord!"  Is  the  cry  of  the  oppressed! 

By  the  abandoning  of  Fort  Stanwlx,  all  the  western  country  Is  deserted  down  to 
8«'beaectady.   and   the  porf««cutors   who  dnrc  to  continue  In  Kingston   have  fortified   and 
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[No.  3805.] 
Governor  Clinton  to  President  of  the  Board  of  War  as  to  Specific 
Supplies  from  this  State  and  a  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  as  to 

E.rrhanr/e  of  Flour  Betiveen  Xeic  York  State  and  Philadelphia. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  5,  1781. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  a  Letter  to  you  yesterday 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  7th  Ulto.  since  which 
Colo.  Hay,  our  State  Agent,  lias  furinsluMl  lue  with  the  enclosed 
Report,  by  whicli  and  tlie  returns  (lie  iiifornis  nie  he  has  for- 
warded to  your  lion'bl  lioai-d,)  you  will  liave  the  fullest  informa- 
tion I  am  able  to  afford  of  the  prospects  of  compjeating  the 
specific  supplies  allotted  to  this  State.  I  think  it  my  Duty  at  the 
same  time  to  observe  tliat  little  Dependance  ought  to  be  placed, 
for  the  regular  subsistance  of  an  Ariuv,  on  a  State  already 
almost  exhausted  hy  Ihe  AVar.  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  &  its 
Ix^s^t  Oraineries  daily  exposed  lo  their  Kavages. 

The  L(*gislature  at  their  lasl  nuM'liiig  came  to  a  Resolution,  a 
copy  of  \\'hicji  is  enclosed,  res])ec(ing  the  exchanging  of  Flour 
ill  Phila  for  the  saii.e  article  in  this  Static  The  immense  saving 
which  \\()iild  arise  to  the  jmblic  by  this  measni'i^  in  point  of 
Transjfortation  as  well  as  the  I'ase  it  would  afford  the  Inhabit- 
ants, who  are  now  chargcMl  with  the  whole  of  that  Hurthen,  to 
1h(»  great  injury  of  Agricnilnre,  which  should  at  this  time  meet 
with  e\('i*y  eiicouragemeiU,  induces  me  sinn'rely  to  wish  it  may 


drawn  ditches  arniiiid  tlioir  h(Uis(>s.  in  oxpoctnlinn  of  the  Indians  as  soon  as  the  harvests 
arc   in  staik. 

The  advooatos  for  poiico  and  tli(^  re-union,  and  who  have  boon  so  ever  sineo  the  fatal 
deolaratioM  of  ind(MHMuh)nco,  and  who  are  a  vast  majority,  grow  every  day  more  iiuiner- 
oiis,  and  it  is  rtMnnrkable  that  not  a  single  instanee  can  be  assigned  of  the  apostasy  of 
a   loyalist  to   the   wicked    and    interested   views  of  the   nsurpers. 

There  Is  a  now  set  of  mob  legislators  met  at  Poughkeepsie:  a  little  time  will  show 
whether  they  mean  to  expose  themselves  to  all  the  vengeance  of  which  the  majority 
of  the  late  assembly  and  senate  live  iji  constant  dread,  niany  of  them  changing  their 
lodgings,    to   elude    the   search    of    the  av(>ni;ers   of   the    innocent   blood    they    have  shed. 

Mr.  Clinton,  the  titular  governor,  has  fortified  his  huts  against  a  sudden  surprise,  and 
th(>  r(>bel   slaves  of  Poughkeepsie  guard   it  mery  night.— Rivlngton's  Gazette,  July  4. 


r>2  Prui.ic  1*aim:us  ok  (iKoinii-:  Cmnton. 

U»  ;nl«»|>irtl  \  1  shall  In*  iiM|»i»y  to  he  favori'd  willi  an  Aiiswor 
nil  iliis  Siihji'ci,  r(Uiroriiiai»lo  In  llir  S<'nso  of  tiic  Lci^isla  I  lilt* 
as  oarlv  as  max  Uc  roiiNcniiMit  ('SjM'cialiv  as  ilic  Season  foi- 
i'fftn*tiii«::  tliis  Hiisincss  lo  atl\antaj^o  is  t'ai-  advaiu'cd.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  ^S:c  &i*. 

The  iiou  l»k'    \\  ni.   (Iia\s(m/    lls(|r.,   I'lvsdl   ot    llie   15(1.   "f    War 
rhiln. 


1  No.  :\Sini] 
The  (Jovcruor  to  Colonel  Paine  Re(/(inlinf/  roll  tied  I  ami  Mil  if  an/ 

Affairs  in    \ Crniotit. 

I*ok(H»psio,  ()tli  .)iil,\    17S1. 

1  )e;ir    f^ir,      U    is   sumo    clavs   since    I    was    favored    with    vour 

L^'ttor  of   the    KMh   ultimo  with    its  enclosure.     The    !>ei:isla1  ure 

wjLS  then  sittin;,^  in  whom   1  had  commuFiit  aied  sncii   1  ntt'Hi;it*nce 

as  I   had   received,  respeetinj;  the  ('onduci   nl"  our  lv<'VoIted  (Mti- 

zens  in   vour  (Quarter.  ;ind    I.   i  IhmcIiuc   limu^^lit    it    iimsi    ju-o|K»r 

to  delay  j^iving  \nu  an  answer  until    1   (ould  he  informed  of  i  lui 

Hesults   of   their    1  )eliU'rat  ions   nii    that    subject.      TIjcv    did    not 

meet  punctually,  tiieir  S<\ssinn   nf  ('nurse  was  slmri   vV:   they  ha<l 

such  a   \ariely  of  Objects  of  ilic  ureatest  i!ii|>orlanc('  In  tlu'  (leii'l 

InteriNst  of  America  pressing,'  fni-  iheir  Attention,   iliai   they  had 

»Ciiree  Time  to  enter  upon   that   business  &  nothini::  elTeetual   in 

determined  upnn.      I   can.  iherelure     ti    i.r.scni   nuly  advise  what 

I   am    |M'rsuaded   fmm  your  «'oudu«  i   mi   Mm.  i    nceasions  will   l)e 

faithfully    pursue<l   on   your    Tart,  a   steady   and    lirm   adheivnec 

to  tlie  Duty  you  owe  the  State  ^S:  av(»idin;,'  as  nnnh  as  uu\y  l)0 

entering   into   any   Controversy    wiih    ihe    Hevolters   which    can 

consistently  be  avoided  aii  1  would  wish  to  eva<le  any  Contention 

m\\  ■  '  nant-ColoDol    nnd    Alde-de-Camp    to    OenenJ 

^'^  r  one  of  tbe   Sixteen   AddtUooal   Contlnontal 

1779;    CommlMiiioner   of   the    Doard 
,bor.    1781.     Died    U'th    Marrh.    1790.— 
STATU   IIirrORIAK. 
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with  them  that  might  weaken  our  opposition  to  the  Common 
Enemy,  at  least  until  the  close  of  the  present  Campaign.  Chit- 
tenden's Letter  is  beneath  your  notice  &  his  Interference  in 
Favor  of  the  disafected,  I  flatter  myself  will  not  redound  much 
to  his  credit  or  to  promote  his  cause. 

The  Legislature  from  an  Apprehension  that  the  Continental 
Troops  would  be  withdrawn  from  the  Frontier  to  assist  in  of- 
fensive operations  have  ordered  a  second  levy  of  Troops  equal 
to  the  former  and  I  now  enclose  you  my  orders  for  embodying 
them  which  I  request  you  to  execute  in  your  Regt.  with  the  least 
possible  Delay.  I  expect  Gen-1  Stark  will  be  sent  to  command 
in  your  Quarter.  I  shall  be  happy  to  have  the  present  as  well 
as  former  levies  of  your  Reg't  on  this  Frontier  if  they  can  possi- 
bly be  subsisted  &  if  I  can  see  the  Gen^l  before  he  goes  up  I  will 
speak  to  him  on  this  &  other  matters  relative  to  you..*  Quarter 
of  the  Country.    I  am  &c 


[No.  3807.] 

Robert  Morris  Transmits  to  Govetmor  Clinto7i  the  Act  of  Congress 
Relating  to  Enforcing  the  Compliance  with  Requisitions. 

Philadelphia,  July  Gth  1781. 

Sir,    I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  an  Act  of 

Congress  of  the  28th  of  June  1781,  from  which  your  Excellency 

will  perceive  that  I  am  directed  to  press  a  compliance  with  the 

several  Requisitions  of  Congress  upon  your  State.    Immediately 

upon  the  rece[i]pt  of  this  Resolution,  I  wrote  to  the  Treasury 

Board,  the  Commissary  General  and  Quarter  Master  General, 

for  returns  by  which  to  determine  the  several  Balances  due. 

Whenever  1  shall  have  received  them,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor 

of  addressing  your  Excellency  again  on  the  Subject  and  am  to 

pray  that  in  the  Interim  Measures  may  be  taken  within  your 


•  It  rriu.ic    rAi'i:i:s   oi'   (1k(H:(;io  Clinton. 

Statt'  to  Comiily  witli  these  bevcrnl  rtMiiiiaitioiifi  as  far  as  thcy 
iiiay  liithcrto  liave  been  uiKoinplicd  witli;  llic  object  of  my  pi-es- 
ent  lA^tter  is  to  ^ive  you  early  notice  of  that  Kesolutioii  and 
further  to  inform  yon.  as  the  Hahmce  of  tliese  Ke(iui8iti()ns  is 
the  only  l-'und  from  wliich  MxiM-ndit ures  of  the  Canipaip:n  are- 
to  he  drawn,  I  must  nrp'  tl»e  most  speedy  ^:  punctual  compli- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  several  States.  Your  Excellency's  Good 
sense  will  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  dw(dl  on  this  Sub- 
ject and  your  re«:ard  for  the  Public  Interest  will,  I  am  confident, 
interest  you  most  deeply  in  the  facilitatinj^  a  Compliance  with 
the  essential  demand.  With  the  Greatest  Respect  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  Your  Excellencys  Most  Obediant  H.  Serv't 

Robt.  Morris,  Sup't  of  Finance. 
His  Excellency,  The  Governour,  Commdr.  in  Chief  of  New  York. 


By  the  United  States  In  Congress  Assembled  June  28th  1781 

Ordered 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be  furnished  with  an  Account  of  the  Several 
Requisitions  of  Money  &  Supplies  from  the  States,  and  that  he  take  measures  for 
calling  upon  them  &  pressing  a  Compliance  with  the  said  Requisition. 

That  he  Order  such  sums  of  Money  Into  the  hands  of  the  Quarter  Master  General  & 
the  Commss'y  of  Military  Stores  as  upon  Consultation  aforesaid  may  be  necessary  for 
•xecuting  the  duties  requred  of  them  Respectively. 

(Copy)  Extract  from  the  Minutes 

Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton. 


05 


QO 
O 
00 
CO 


^ 


I I 

s 


§ 

O 


o 

02 

(D 

a 
o 


O    GO 
c3    tH 


CC 


4-3 


-^  o 

5 


o 
O 


> 

12; 


pajj9jsaBJx 


peaa 

p3JJ8Sda 

,H_ 

■M 

paSjBqosici 

paujof 

C>J       cc- 

SD 

IBJOl 

t-3J  — eoo 
m  T*  •<*  00 1- 

CO 

q3no(jnj  no 


pu'Baiiuoo  no 

eo 

n 

n 

jnasQB  ^o\s 

?* 

?»      j     e<» 

)n9S9.ICl  3[0IS 


iCjna  JOj  jmaasajj 

ift  rr  eo  00  i- 

9ji^  ^  umaa 

1 

Jj 

S5nt?88jas 

Tj.  T*   .^   lOlft 

C4 

O  X 

•i)2jas  "JW  "Jb 

'^ 

'^ 

o 

JofBW  iSjas 

nosSjns 

'^ 

" 

jajsBK  "Jb 

'^ 

-^ 

:jiit?inrpv 

'^ 

-^ 

CO  Q 

sjuBua^nan 

C>J  r-«C9I^J  W 

o 

^2 

8a|«)d«o 

■n 

JOfBW 

louoioo 

1 

is 

So 
o 

hi 

h 
O 


e 


«    t    ^     -     w 


>    V 


50000 

aQOQQ 


b  3 

4)        »«  . 

■«j  •-»    .  ** 

•  a  t^  * 

C  C  3  tie 

.    ,  •  ® 

♦'♦J  D  C 

hJi-}  C  O 


'o 

o 


to 
p 

»t— I 

Ph 


CO  Public  Papkks  of  (Ikouc.io  Climon. 

[No.  3S09.] 

Colonel  I'dni/  llaijs  Apjxal  to  (lijvcnior  ('Hnhm  for  litl'irf  [or  Mr. 

Trlmhk'. 

r()ii;;hlu'L'i)sii',  'Jill  July  ITSl. 

Sir,  Tlic  enclosed  iKirrativc  of  Mi-.  Triniblo's  jn'ocecdings  re- 
epectiiij;  a  «]uainilv  of  Hour  impressed  ]>y  liim  in  (•()ns('(iii('nce 
<>f  vour  Kxrtdlency's  particular  wanaiil  foi'  llial  jnn])ose,  with 
the  attciii])ts  already  made  to  ma]<e  liiiii  :Miswer;il)l<'  for  tlie 
value  thereof  in  a  way  the  Law  did  not  certainly  intend,  is  of 
Bucb  a  nature  as  comjtells  me,  in  justice  to  liim,  to  re(iuest  your 
Excellency*8  interposition  in  any  manner  you  think  most  cdigi- 
ble,  and  will  jn*ove  most  conducive  in  preventing  Mr.  Ti'imble 
from  becoming  a  jM'rsonal  sufTerer  for  having  exerted  himself 
on  a  particular  occasion  to  promote  the  public  good,  without 
the  least  view  of  any  emolument  to  himself,  or  even  any  con- 
sideration for  liis  ]>ersonal  trouble  therein.  1  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  &  very  humble  serv't, 

Udny  Day 
Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  3810.] 

Thomas  McKcan  of  Pinnst/hauia  Succeeds  Sanuol  H untin<jt(m  as 

J*rcsi<lait  of  ('omjress. 

Secretary's  Office,  Julv  lOth  1781. 

Sir,  1  have  the  honor  lo  inform  yuu  that  the  llou'ble  Samuel 
TTuntington  having  informecl  the  T'nitnd  States  in  Congress  As- 
sembled, that  the  state  of  his  lu-alth  would  not  i»ermit  him  to 
continue  longer  in  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  President  and 
requested  leave  of  absence.  Congress  have  this  day  proceeded 
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to  the  choice  of  a  President,    and    have    elected    the    Hon'ble 
Thomas  McKean.    I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  Hum.  Serv't. 

^has.  Thomson. 
His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  New  York. 


[No.  3811.] 

Oolonel  Ehenezer  Stevens  Urges  the  Governor  to  Fill  Up  the  Artillery 
Quota — The  Governor's  Reply. 

Sir,  1  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  favor  of 
the  4th  inst.  by  Capt.  Hubbell,  together  with  the  Appointments. 
As  General  Knox  is  on  the  Lines,  I  shall  forward  the  Letter 
addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  War,  the  first  op- 
portunity that  offers. 

Inclosed,  is  the  Monthly  Return  of  the  Regiment.  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  see  by  that,  how  far  short  we  fall,  of  the  Establish- 
ment. I  should  wish  to  be  informed  if  any,  and  what  steps  are 
taken  to  recruit,  as  we  shall  probably  take  the  field,  in  the 
course  of  a  very  few  days.  Every  Artillery  Man  that  can  be  mus- 
tered we  shall  want.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  your  Excellency 
will  hurry  on  such  men,  as  may  be  ordered  for  us.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  most 

obed't  &  very  humble  serv't 

E.  Stevens. 
Artillery  Park,  11th  July  1781. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

Governor  Clinton's  Rei'ly. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  11  (h  1781. 
Sr,     1  am  favored  with  your  Tx^tter  of  tills  Day  enclosing  a 
Heturn     of    the     Reg't     of    Artillery.      The     Legislature     rose 


68  I'l  Ki.h    Paikks  uf  (Ikok«;k  (iinjun. 

uilliMiil  iiiiikiiiL;  ;iii\  iitw  Pin\isinii  I'ln-  rrcniil  iii;^  niir  i-<  j^i  -. 
ThtTr  ;iiT  slill  ni;inv  (l(liin|iniil  ('l;iss<s  on  I  In*  lah'  I-:i\\;  Init 
fr(Hii  llir  inroniial  inii  ol  (itn'l  ("linloii  I  lia\»'  litllr  Iiojms  nf 
iM'iii;:  riialilrd  lo  collccl  iiianv  iikhc  Itv  Niiliic  of  ihal  law  I 
liavt'givi'U  orders -Iiuwi'vcr,  lliai  all  dial  ina.v  vd  \)v  coIIi'cI'mI 
Ik»  (l«'li\rrr(l  In  |  lir  Ai'lillcrv;  and  as  sonn  as  ilir  lines  Iicmii 
fhr  1  >«'Iin(|U('nt  classes  conic  in.  I  shall  i>u(  iIk-  monies  into  tlie 
hands  of  jh'ojm-i'  rccruitinjr  otVicers  to  recrnit  loi*  yonr  Ke^^'t 
.iccordiuulv.  In  order  to  avoid  aiiv  mistakes,  1  wish  lo  be  lurn- 
ished  with  a  rank  Uoll  of  tin-  ofHirci-s  of  yonr  Keix't  tliat  the 
Council  of  Appointment  may  unveiii  ihemselves  iherel»y  in  any 
fiitnrc  apitointnients. 
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[No.  3812.] 

Oencral  (I'uifon    l\riH)rts   tlir   Mulini/   in   flir   I'irsf    I'i</iincnt  to   the 
iiovirnor — 7'Ar  l.<nr  R(ujunVnui  Dtscrtrrs. 

Albany,  .July  Uili  1781. 

Sir,  Your  favor  of  tlio  llh  iiist.  1  liavo  bcon  lionorcd  with, 
enrlosin«j:  llu'  warrants  foi*  the  <I<'ii(  lonion  lah'ly  aj>p()int(*(l,  none 
of  which  air  sijxncd  except  that  for  my  Son,  whicli  I  liave  de- 
livered; tlie  otliers  I  have  detained  in  my  possession  until  I 
hear  from  or  sec  you. 

1  could  have  wished  the  I^aw  ciicouraiiinu^  the  a]>])rehension 
of  Deserters  had  lieen  more  extensive  and  generous.  TeOv 
pounds,  new  Emission,  is  not  an  equivalent  for  taking  up  a  De- 
serter out  of  this  State,  and  the  Expences  attending  the  ai>j)re- 
heusion  and  delivery  of  those  taken  in  the  Grants,  bear  no  j)ro- 
portion  to  the  Keward,  and  the  greater  of  them  take  refuge  in 
that  part  of  the  State. 

I  suppose  you  have  already  heard  of  tlie  Mutiny  amongst  the 
Troops  of  the  First  regiment  previous  to  their  march  from  this 
place.  It  originated  in  th<'  want  of  Tash,  and  a  Keport  which 
had  lje«'n  industriously  propagated,  that  a  (Quantity  of  Specie 
bad  been  brought  up  to  ])ay  them. 

From  Troops  whose  minds  had  been  jM)ison«'d  by  such  Ideas  a» 
this,  aiul  whose  heads  were  intiamed  with  Licpior,  the  most  dan- 
gerous Consequences  were  to  be  expected.  Every  lenient 
Method  wa^^  trie*}  hut  to  no  purj»ose.  .\t  Icn^ih  1  had  recoiii'se 
to  coercive  measures,  and  after  a  sliort  conllict,  in  which  two 
were  dangerously  uouinhd.  and  twelve  of  the  principals  con- 
fined, the  rest  were  reduced  to  a  kind  of  Oi-der.  The  sul)8e- 
quent  night,  thirteen  of  them  deserted,  amongst  whom  were 
three  Bergeants;  being   informed  several   of   them   w«re  in   the 
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vicinity,  and  having  secured  a  sufficient  number  to  exhibit  as 
Examples,  I  promised  a  Pardon  to  all  such  as  would  return  to 
their  duty,  which  was  followed  by  the  Surrender  of  a  number 
of  them. 

I  have  detached  Lt.  Colo.  Cochran  with  a  small  party  into 
the  Grants  in  pursuit  of  the  rest,  and  flatter  myself  they  will 
be  taken.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Dear  Sir,  Yours  sincerely, 
Govr.  Clinton. 

[No.  3813.] 

President  McKcan  to  Governor  Clinton — Act  of  Congress  Respecting 

French  Marines — With  the  Governor's  Reply. 
(Circular) 

Sir,  Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed,  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  this  Day,  respecting  French  Marines  who  may  be  em- 
ployed in  any  of  the  armed  &  other  Vessels  in  the  Service  of 
these  States  or  the  Citizens  thereof. 

This  proceeding  is  so  explicit,  the  thing  desired  so  necessary, 
and  the  Fruits  of  its  success  so  interesting  to  the  common  cause, 
that,  I  rest  assured,  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  your  Part  to 
promote  so  salutary  a  Purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  very  great  Regard,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  &  most  humble  Servant 

Tho.  ^IcKean,  President. 
Philadeli)hia  July  12,  1781. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

Governor  Clinton's  Kktly. 

PoughUeepsie,  July  23d  1781. 
Sir,     1   have  to  acknowledge  the  rec't   of  your   Excellency's 
Letter  of  the  12th  Inst  enc'g  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  same 


7U  1*1  r.i.n     Tai'Kks  ..i    (;i(h:«;k  ("i.i.\ro\. 

Datr.     Vvo\i\  thr  Sitnalion  nl"  tliis  S(a(<',  Uw  if  aiiv  of  ilic  l-'i-mcli 

Marines    i-aii    Im-    rmplovrd    in    it    rilli<r    liv    iis    ciliztiis    or    llir 

Sorvico  of  tin-  I'ublii'.     Hut  as  far  as  cilhcr  iiiav  he  ihc  case  Uu' 

RocoiiiMH'iHla  I  inn  of  Congress  will  lie  (liil\   allciHlcd  to.     I   havc^ 

the  honor  to  bv  tS:c  &.c 

(O.  C.) 

His  KxL-^\  Thos.  .MiKeaii,  Esii'r.  rrcs'dl  ^:c'. 


Uy  the  United  Slates  In  Congress  Ashenibled  July  12th  17S1. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  Mr.  Marbols  Charge  des 
affairs  of  France  delivered  In  a  report  whereupon  it  was  resolved  as  follows: 

Whereas    It   has  been    represented    to    the   United    States   In   Congress  Assembled   that 

there  are  many  French   seaman  subjects  of  his  most  Christian   Majesty  In  the  United 

States,   employed  on   board  armed  and  other  Vessels  In  the  service  of  the  said  States 

or  the  Citizens  thereof;  and  whereas,  It  has  also  been  represented  that  the  said  seamen 

are  necessary   for  complcatly   manning   the   squadron   under   the   Count  de   Barras,   all 

Officers,    therefore,   commanding   armed   or  other   vessels  under  commissions   from   the 

United   States  In  Congress  Assembled,   are   hereby  ordered  and  directed  immediately  to 

deliver  to  the  said  Count  de  Barras  or  to  any  person  or  persons  by  him  appointed  to 

receive  the  same,  all   French  seamen  subjects  of  his  said  Majesty,   who  are  or  maybe 

entered  on  board  their  vessels  respectively  and  If  any  officer  commissioned  as  afore- aid 

shall   neglect  or  refuse  complying  with  this  order  he  shall  forfeit  his  commission  and 

be  subject  to  such  other  punishment  as  to  right  shall  appertain.    And  it  is  earnestly 

recommended  to  the  legislatures  and  executives  of  the  several  States  to  give  effectual 

aid  and   support   for   the  executing   this  order  and  also   for  delivering  to  the  Count  de 

Barras  all   French   seamen   as  aforesaid   that   may   be   otherwi.'^e  employed   within   their 

respective  jurisdictions. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.   Thom.son,   Sec'y. 


[No.  .^S14.1 

Trroftunr  lidmkrr  to  ColotuI  /•'.  liinsnn  as  fn   ]hnui/  r<i'nl  Into  the 
Trrasuri/  on  Afconut  of  I  >i  }'nH/iir}if    Militia  (laasrs. 

A  11. an V.  .Inly    TJtli    17S1. 

I  >r.  «  ol..     in   Answer  to  tin-  (Jncries  in  yoii    Lciirr  of  tlio  Dth 

ploasc  to  bo  inforiinfl   that   Col.   Antliony   \'an   Herfjcn.  of  Cox- 

Backio,  has  paid   ialo  tlie  Troasnry  £lSJ..in..  Xrw  Emission,  on 

Acro't    of    tiio    CSi)    to   Im-    paid    by    cncli    I  >tlin(|ii<  iil    ("lass*-;   and 

that   no  rdhcr  monies  are  in   my  bamls.  |>aid  citlicr  for  the  Do 

lini|mnt  riassrs  or  \t\  those  wliosr  Sons  ar«-  irom-  to  tlir  llnomy. 

Th«"  monies  which  I  rocoivod  last  wint«  r  on  A<(<»nni  of  thr  £.'*»(), 
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Class  Money,  I  have  repaid  to  the  respective  Colonels,  pursuant 
to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of  Assembly. 

Herewith  I  send  by  Mr.  George  Taylor,  agreable  to  your  re- 
quest, five  hundred  pounds  New  Emission  for  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  on  Account  his  Contingent  Expences.  I  am,  with  es- 
teem &  Regard,  Yours  Most  Obed't 

Gerard  Bancker. 

P.  S.:  I  received  the  Packet  for  Mr.  Sands  which  you  return 
&  thank  you  for  your  trouble.  The  Money  1  send  is  very  badly 
stampt,  but  the  want  of  proper  paint,  Tipes  &  Time  must  appolo- 
gize  for  it. 


[No.  3815.] 

General  James  Clinton  to  Governor  Clinton  as  to  Sduidri/  Unsigned 
Warrants  for  Officers  and  the  Distrihution  of  their  Clothing. 

Albany,  July  13th  1781. 

Sir,  I  wrote  you  yesterday  by  express,  in  which  I  mentioned 
the  Circumstances  of  the  Warrants  for  the  Officers  lately  ap- 
pointed in  this  State,  being  unsigned;  I  have,  therefore,  con- 
cluded to  send  them  down  by  Colo.  A'an  Dyck  in  order  that  the 
Distribution  of  the  (Moaths  may  be  made  accordingly. 

Nothing  new  hath  occured  in  this  Quarter  but  what  Col.  Wil- 
l(('s  Letter  inlorius  you  of,  as  it  caine  lo  me  under  a  Hying  Seal, 
I  have  coimnunicalcd  (he  principle  Contents  to  His  l^xci^lleucy 
and  referr(Hl  him  to  you  for  particulars. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  it  Alexander  is  to  receive  his  Pro- 
portion of  Cloadis  from  the  First  Keg't  or  from  the  Keg't  of  Ar- 
tillery; unless  this  is  speedily  Mscertained  he  will  be  neglected 
by  both.    I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  l>ear  Sir,  Vour's  Sincerely, 
Gov.  Clinton. 
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[No.  asir..] 

J.     Dnn.     Cms'     h'tpnrlfi     thr     S\lual'\n)i    in     tlir     Mnluiirlc     YdUey—- 
t'onfulruir  of  thr  riojth    in    l/(///;///.s-   W  Hit  It. 

AlhMiiy,  ye  latli  of  .Inly  1781 
Sir,  Yostorday  1  arrived  here  from  llu^  MoliawlvS  Uiver,  where 
I  liave  continued  to  be  tliese  four  weelxS  ]>ast;  visit inj;  tlic  ]>rin- 
cipal  Parts  of  tlie  County;  whereby  1  am  cnabli'd  to  j^ive  you  a 
pretty  full  l)<'(ail  of  its  pi'cscnt  rondiliou.  To  my  surju'ise  I 
had  ahuost  for}::ot  the  repeated  dtsi  i  in  lions  this  County  has 
met  witli,  if  it  had  not  been  for  tlie  Kuins,  indieatinj;  tliat  the 
Inhal»itants  had  had  formerly  tlie  Comfort  of  Buildinjjs. 

All  along  the  Kiver,  and  in  the  other  settlements,  the  most 
remote  ones  exc<']>t<'<l,  viz.:  Dilh-nhnr^,  TJiomcnsiiydcr's  Bush, 
SneJls  Bush,  Germantown,  Andrewtown,  Springfield  and  Cherry 
Valley,  there  is  a  prospect  of  as  plentiful  Crops,  as  has  been  in 
the  Memory  of  Men,  and  every  spot  of  ground  flourishes  with 
some  kind  of  grain  as  much,  if  not  more,  as  in  time  of  the  pro- 
foundest  Peace,  ^^'hat  })ity  would  it  be,  if  these  bountiful  com- 
forts should  be  lost?  The  Hay  harvest  is  at  hand,  and  would  have 
been  almost  fini^shed  now  had  it  not  be<Mi  for  the  removal  of  the 
Troops,  and  the  several  incursions  of  the  enemy  since  that  time, 
which  made  it  necessary  to  call  every  man  uudt-r  Arms  for  the 
comon  Defence;  and  this  has  been  done  with  the  greatest  alacrity 
imaginable.  The  K<»moval  of  the  Troops,  has  not  Imd  that  elTect 
upon  th<'  Militia,  whieh  I  feared  it  would  have.  Colonel  Willett 
and  I  were  enjoined  by  the  General,  to  ]»i-e|i;ire  ihem  for  that 
Catastrophe  in  Time:  and  the  Iiojm'  that  soon  olhei-  troops  will 
be  Bent,  keej\*<  up  their  sj>irits  and  rather  Muimates  them  to  the 
utmost  exertions  whereof  we  have  had  several  instances  ujmn 
intelligence  that  the  Enemy  was  discovered  at  Different  places, 
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which  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Col.  Willet,  to  send  his  men 
any  where  or  to  do  anything  else  but  to  keep  them  in  readiness, 
I  wrote  to  two  officers  requesting  them  in  the  name  of  the  Col. 
to  assist  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  in  one  hour's  time  we  had 
76  effective  men  under  march  for  such  places,  where  it  was 
thought  they  would  be  of  service.  And  in  the  affair  of  Durlach, 
they  gave  full  proof  of  their  determined  zeal  to  Defend  their 
Country.  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  Militia,  if  well  regulated 
with  the  assistance  of  some  Troops,  in  my  opinion  500,  will  be 
able  to  bid  defiance  to  all  the  enemies  that  may  be  brought 
against  them,  and  effectually  protect  themselves.  But  to  bring 
about  this  regulation,  requires  more  insight  into  matters  of 
such  a  nature,  than  I  may  pretend  to;  however  with  your  Leave 
I  shall  take  the  Liberty  to  point  out  such  deficiencies,  as  have 
come  under  my  knowledge,  leaving  the  task  of  remedying  them 
to  your  Excellency. 

The  qualifications  of  the  officer  commanding  the  ^lilitia  are 
well  known  to  you.  I  have  only  to  add  that  he  has  of  late  be- 
<:ome  very  unpopular  even  suspected.  The  reason  whereof  I  con- 
ceive to  be  that  besides  his  usual  indolence  and  unconcerned- 
ness,  his  two  sons,  who  have  been  suspected  a  good  while  ago 
and  strenuouslv  defended  bv  liiiii.  aduallv  wrnt  of  to  the  (Mieniy 
iiiid  look  along  with  tluMu  11  or  ll!  otluM's  cliieHy  from  the  Col's 
Neighborhood.  There  is  a  great  cry  that  the  Col.  has  lately 
sent  his  sons  to  Albany  to  bring  up  aniunition,  and  when  brought 
has  it  not  yet  distributed,  and  I'eople  is  left  to  guess  wheter 
the  Sons  did  (acke  it  along  to  Canada  in  I  lie  whole  or  in  part. 
Tliis  mackes  the  old  gentleman  so  insignificant  in  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  County,  that  he  is  si)ok('n  of  with  (•()nl(Mn])t.  He  and 
the  other  field  officers  will  in  my  opinion  yield  to  be  comanded 


76  1*1  r.i.K     Pai'i.us  nr  (ikouck  Ci.in  ion. 

at   least    t«»  lia\r  lln-il-  men   rntn.HHicd  Itv  ;U1  nnircp  of  ('nildlicl   illl'l 

Ahilifv.  1  lia\t'  iln-  ]»a  rl  iriila  i-  |il<;isiii'«-  lo  jissiirr  vmii*  Kxcel- 
It'llcv.  llial  ('ol.  Willcl  is  iiiii\  t-isa  I  Iv  looked  ii|)on  in  lliis  Lijjjht. 
1  do  not  kiioNN  \\hai  lias  bci'ii  ilu-  reason,  iliai  1  could  not  pro- 
vail  with  liiiii  to  liavc  a  TncctiTiir  of  the  field  oIVkmm's  called  and 
an  o|»|(oiimiil  V  ^i\en  nie  lo  nio\e  iliis  in;iller.  wliicli  was 
alni08t  the  rliief  desiiin  of  niv  lioini;  n|)  wiili  ilie  ('olonel;  the 
r«'asons  he  alle^^ed  were,  that  he  is  wnitinii  foi-  insi  iiict  ions  for 
thai  juiipose  fi'oni  \o\i.  lioweM-f,  that  niav  lie.  I  <(MiId  wish 
that  th<'  .Militia  wonld  be  in  soinj^  inannef  cooi-dinated  with  Col. 
W  illei  nnder  jii-ojicr  rest  lict  ions  lo  |>rc\ciit  jc;il<iiis\  or  o\er- 
boaiance.  IJeir  yoni-  I!.\cellency  will  jiroxidc  Mint  'i'rt»o|»s  may 
be  Sent  \\]t  that  way  as  soon  as  jiossibic  and  a  snllicirncv  of 
annmilion  ilisi  liluiled  ainon;:  the  Militia.  I  lia\e  the  jlononi- 
to  Im\  Sir.  ^'oni*  most  olic^dient  and  most  hiiniMc  SiT\ant 

.1.   Dan.  <  iios. 
To  ili.«s  I  ;.\((lhiicv  ( Jox  niioi-  ( 'linloii. 

r.  S.  'Phf  (H-mrnl  tells  me  that  he  is  nndei-  some  distant* 
ex|H*ctati(>ns  of  Tioops  fiom  the  Eastward. 

I'jKMi  the  fxiiminini;  into  iln-  amnnilion  of  ihosc  militia  men 
who  Went  with  ('«d.  W  ilht,  none  was  who  had  m(He  than  i'»  (H'  7 
rounds,  sevi'ial  none  at  all. 

In  !e;:;ii-d  to  I  he  Irs  t  lie  t  ions.  1  think  lo  haNe  rrjisoii  lo  fi-ar 
more  from  o\nbrni-aiic»'.  ilmn   from    jmlousy. 

.\8  all  of  the  otlicn-s  (d'  Mm-  Ix^virs  had  ihe  iHii.tii  (d'  fi'eiin;; 
a  < 'hiss.  I  should  think,  thai  I  may  claim  the  same  lndul;;enoe. 
ISut  tliiiikini:  too  hue  on  this  1  ;im  the  nnl\  one  in  that  c-ervic«» 
unju'ovided.  If  |»ossilde  I  ho]ie  your  I'.xcellency  will  see  me  in 
some  manner  in<lemniti*  d  I  le  ed  not  Sinie  m\  necr.ssit  ies  that 
way,  and  I  ^hall  do  :tll  in  m\  jMtwer  to  deseixe  ;iiiy  fa\oui* 
b<'Hl«»wed  Upon  me. 
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[No.  3817.] 

Four  Affidavits   of  Joshua  Uohart  Implicating  Individuals   Wlio 
Traded  in  Goods  Brought  from  Within  the  Enemy's  Lines. 

I  Joshua  Hobart  declare  as  follows— That  I  have  at  sundry  times  been  at  Doctr  John 
Dorrances  in  Voluntown  with  Long  Island  Goods,  and  have  sold  of  the  said  goods  to 
the  said  John  Dorrance,  and  that  he  hath  kept  concealed  for  me  at  sundry  times  such 
goods  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  come  from  within  the  Enemy's  Lines  to  my 
satisfaction,  by  what  frequently  passed  between  us.  And  further  say,  that  Obadiah 
Wright  has  informed  me  that  Capt.  David  Dorrance  had  bought  goods  as  aforesaid  of 
him  to  the  amount  of  about  Ninety  pounds,  if  I  mistake  not,  and  that  he  purchased  the 
same  on  credit,  and  that  the  said  Obadiah  hath  sent  the  note  or  an  order  by  me,  to  the 
said  John  Dorrance,  several  times  for  payment,  but  the  said  John  informed  me  that 
his  brother  gave  such  a  price  for  said  goods  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  dispose  of 
them  neither  there,  nor  at  Providence— and  I  further  say  I  have  had  acquaintance  with 
one  Chapman  at  Norwich,  who  hath  informed  me  that  he  hath  traded  a  good  deal  in 
goods  with  Richard  Simmons  and  David  Conkling,  and  agreed  with  me  for  a  quantity 
of  goods,  and  gave  me  an  invoice  for  the  same,  and  also  a  person's  name  at  Saybrook 
where  to  leave  them,  whose  name  wars  Elliver  Chapman,  which  said  Contract  was  made 
sometime  in  March  last  past,  and  that  I  have  conversed  with  the  said  Chapman  who  I 
contracted  with  at  several  times  since,  about  said  trade. 
July  12th,  1781. 

I,  Joshua  Hobart,  declare  as  follows— That  sometime  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1780, 
I  was  in  company  with  one  Solomon  Lathrop  of  Pittsfield  at  William  Dudley,  at  Say- 
brook,  and  the  said  Solomon  traded  with  Richard  Simmens  for  goods  at  that  time,  and 
some  time  in  the  winter  following  the  said  Solomon  was  at  Saybrook  again,  and  then 
contracted  with  Capt.  Josiah  Balding,  of  North  Killingsworth,  for  a  quantity  of  goods 
which  were  to  be  ready  at  a  time,  then  agreed  on,  which  was  about  three  or  four 
weeks,  and  he  came  accordingly  and  received  said  goods,  which,  as  near  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, amounted  to  about  four  hundred  pounds  Lawful  Silver  money,  for  which  he  paid 
then  in  Cash  about  two  hundred  pounds — and  I  further  say,  that  about  Ninety  pounds 
worth  of  said  Goods  belonged  to  Obadiah  Wright  and  myself,  which  the  said  Obadiah 
had  put  into  said  Balding's  hands  to  dispose  for  us,  and  that  sometime  in  March  past, 
the  said  Solomon  came  down  to  Moodus  and  then  went  over  to  Long  Island  in  order  to 
contract  for  a  quantity  of  goods,  if  they  could  contrive  any  way  to  get  them  off  which 
was,  to  cruise  over  in  a  Boat  two  or  three  times  until  he  could  have  the  goods  ready 
on  the  shore,  and  then  he  would  asree  with  the  hands  to  give  them  as  much  for  the 
cruise,  which  he  concluded  he  could  do  for  a  half  Jo  a  Piece,  and  seize  the  same 
and  bring  them  off,  and  after  he  had  been  over  to  Long  Island  I  saw  the  said 
Solomon  at  Saybrook,  and  there  entered  into  an  agreement  with  him  for  a  quantity 
of  lumber,  w'hich  he  was  to  deliver  at  Middletown  for  me  to  take  on  board  a  vessel  to 
transport  to  New  York,  which  we  were  to  be  equally  concerned  in,  and  that  in  a  short 
time  after  I  saw  a  letter  from  said  Solomon  at  Saybrook  informing  nic  that  he  had  con- 
cluded to  raft  said  lumber  to  Saybrook  instead  of  Middletown  and  that  the  samo  should 
be  ready  at  Saybrook  on  the  7th  of  May  last.  The  (luantity  agiecd  for  was  thirty  thou- 
sand feet;  but  I  being  almost  loaded,  and  ready  to  sail  for  Now  York,  when  I  received 
said  letter,  I  left  orders  with  said  William  Dudley  to  store  said  lumber  untill  I  returned 
there  from  New  York,  which  I  have  not  done  since,  and  make  no  doubt  but  what  the 
said  lumber  is  now  stored  with  the  said  William  Dudley  at  Saybrook.  And  I  further 
say  that  some  time  in  the  fall  last  past,  one  Joshua  Welles  of  Long  Island,  obtained  a 
permit  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull,  to  remove  from  said  Island  to  the 
main  with  his  family  and  effects,  and  in  virtue  of  which  he  came  off,  and  brought 
.with  him  a  quantity  of  British  Goods,  and  that  sometime  in  the  spring  last  past,  the 
aforesaid  Capt.  Balding  contracted  with  said  Wells  for  a  quantity  of  goods  which  he 
received,  and  had  an  Invoice  of  the  same,  sworn  to  before  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  which 
said  Certificate  given  by  said  Justice,  wns  wrote  by  the  said  Obadiah  Wright,  and 
wrote  such  a  distance  below  the  invoice,  that  the  said  Capt.  Balding  had  room  to  put 
in  the  invoice  of  the  goods  which  ho  had  received  from  George  Fowler  on  Long  Island, 
which  ho  did  accordingly  after  the  said  Jiistice  had  given  the  said  Certificate  to  said 
Wells  and  without  his  knowledge— and  further  say  not. 
July  13th  1781. 
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I  Joshua  Hobnrt.  dpcljiro  »»  follows— Thnt  somo  tlmo  In  Novrmbrr  last,  I,  loRolher 
with  l)l>jull:ih  WriKht  of  Sayl»roi>k  was  triivrllliiK  tho  road  from  Saybrook  to  Provldoiue, 
and  calU'd  at  Dorrnnce's  tnvcrn  In  Voluntown  which  nnld  tavern  the  said  WriKht 
lofuruifd  mn  ho  had  frequented  wh«>n  travolliiiK  said  road,  and  that  he  had  Kold  goodH 
to  Capt  David  Dorrance  who  was  son  to  the  landlord,  and  that  John  Dorranco,  brother 
to  the  said  David  had  had  somt>  quantity  of  Roods  of  one  llumphy  Pratt  of  said  Say- 
brook,  which  said  Pratt,  the  said  Wright  further  informed  mo  had  been  a  considerable 
trader  In  the  goods  way,  and  lliat  some  time  after  this  I  was  again  at  said  Dorranre's, 
and  had  goo<ls  with  mo  and  at  the  same  time  left  some  of  them  with  tho  said  John 
Dorrance  to  sell  for  me,  to  which  he  did  to  the  amount  of  about  fifty  dollars — and  at 
another  tlmo  afterwards  I  was  again  at  said  Dorranco's,  and  had  goods  with  me,  and 
■old  a  few  articles  thereof  to  tho  paid  John  Dorrance,  which  he  then  paid  me  for.  And 
I  further  say  that  the  said  Obadlah  Wright  has  sent  an  order  by  me  several  times  to 
the  Raid  John  Dorrance  for  the  payment  of  the  goods  which  David  Dorrance  had  of  him 
the  said  Obadiah  Wright  as  abovesaid— but  tho  said  John  Dorrance  did  not  answer  the 
same  but  replied  the  goods  were  so  high  which  his  brother  bought  of  said  Wright  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  sell  them  as  yet,  tho'  he  had  carried  some  of  them  to  Provi- 
dence for  that  purpose.  And  I  further  say  that  One  Abraham  Pratt  of  Pantapauge,  has 
offered  me  Reef  or  Pork  to  carry  to  Long  Island— also  desired  me  If  I  should  see  any 
Boats  from  Long  Island  to  Inform  the  people  thereof  that  he  would  let  them  have  any 
thing  they  should  want  to  carry  to  said  Island— And  I  further  declare  that  I  myself 
have  had  of  said  Abraham  some  cheese,  and  about  a  dozen  pairs  of  shoes  to  carry  to 
said  Island  to  sell  for  him  the  said  Pratt,  which  I  did  accordingly,  and  likewise  have 
sold  goods  as  aforesaid  to  said  Pratt,  he  knowing  the  same  to  come  from  Ix>ng  Island — 
And  I  further  say  that  said  Abraham  professes  to  be  a  friend  to  British  Government 
when  he  is  with  them  that  he  can  converse  freely  with. 
July  14th  1781. 

I  Joshua  Hobart,  declare  as  follows— That  some  time  In  the  spring  last  past  I  was 
Informed  by  Obadiah  Wright,  that  he  the  said  Obadiah.  and  John  Mumford  of  Provi- 
dence, had  some  misunderstanding  about  some  money  which  the  said  Mumford  owed 
to  the  said  Obadiah— he  the  said  Obadiah  declared  to  me  the  said  Joshua  that  if  the 
said  Mumford  did  not  settle  the  affair  and  pay  him  he  would  arrest  him  and  expose  him 
al>out  the  letter  he  the  said  Mumford  wrote  to  the  said  Obadiah  to  assist  the  said 
Mumford's  brother  In  getting  to  Long  Island. 
July  15th  1781. 

Providence  SS: 

Sfnfe  of  Rhode  Island  ft  Providence  Plantations.  Those  additional  examinations  of 
Joshua  Mobart  contained  in  the  above  &  pre<^'edlng  five  pa^es  were  taken  before  me,  and 
subscribed  by  him  In  my  presence — This  seventeenth  day  of  July  1781. 

David  Howell,  Justice  Superior  rnurt. 
(Copy) 


Colonel  Willi  ft  S()nls  to  llir  (l<nvnun'  a  IxCfHirt,  an  Afl'uhiv'it  ami  a 
Stati'nirnt  Rrfjardnuj  nvprcdallnuy  \mr  Srlmluific. 

Fori  Krns.'lacr.  l.'ili  .Inly  ITSl 

Sir:  TIh-  «'TU'loR(*d  conft'ssion  of  \\'illi;im  Soiiiiimt.  one  of  the 

M«n  who  r.'HiH*  to  iik*  with  thf  I^^'llt  r  I  incntioiud   lo  your  Kx- 

(M'lh'nrv  in  inv  L«tt«  r  of  vrst«  r(hiv,  rontains  snch  ;iii  Fxliihition 

♦  •  •  • 

of  a  loiiir  train  of  horrid  X'illiany  in  tho  Mis«ro;nii  Inhabitants 
of  Torloch,  that  1  shall  s<ihl  out  a  |>;irty  to  tiiihavor  to  take 
Rurh  of  thoso  Wretches  ns  may  yot  Ik*  fonml  in  that  Set  t  h'mont, 
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in  order  to  bring  them  to  Justice.  But  as  nothing  short  of  a 
gallows  can  be  a  just  reward  for  their  actions,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  from  you,  whether  you  conceive  there  will  be  any  Diffi- 
culty in  bringing  them  speedily  to  that  punishment,  for  should 
not  this  be  the  case,  I  am  willing  to  risk  all  the  consequencea 
in  having  them  hanged  myself.  I  shall  send  this  with  an  Ex- 
press who  will  have  directions  to  see  your  Excellency  in  order 
to  procure  me  an  Answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

Cannot  power  be  given  to  me  to  remove  the  Rascally  dis- 
affected Inhabitants  from  these  Frontiers.  No  attention  hav- 
ing been  paid  to  those  Orders  you  formerly  sent  to  the  Militia 
Officers  for  that  purpose,  nor  do  they  appear  to  me  to  be  the 
proper  persons  to  do  this  business. 

My  party  is  returned  from  Torloch,  but  as  I  had  not  the  Evi- 
dence I  now  have  against  the  Inhabitants  of  that  place  before 
the  Party  went  out,  I  did  not  give  them  orders  to  secure 
the  Inhabitants.  Notwithstanding,  the  party  brought  in  ninety 
head  of  cattle,  they  left  a  considerable  number  with  the  people, 
so  that  I  am  in  hopes  they  are  not  yet  gone  off;  I  shall,  there- 
fore, send  out  a  party  in  order  to  take  the  Inhabitants  and 
bring  them  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible.  Just  at  this  time  I  am 
not  able  to  do  this,  having  very  few  men  and  a  large  party  gone 
to  drive  some  of  the  Cattle  we  took  at  Torloch  to  Fort  Herki- 
mer, for  the  use  of  the  Troops  at  that  place. 

I  wish  to  know  what  Force  1  may  expect  this  way  and  I  should 
be  very  glad  of  some  directions  from  you,  and  be  infornnMl  how 
to  manage  with  so  small  assistance  such  coniplicad'd  business 
as  I  am  (Migaged  in.  Above  everything,  I  entreat  you  try  to 
let  us  have  men  that  we  may  beat  tlu*  luicniy  again,  and  again, 
should  they  (as  no  doubt  they  will)  pay  us  any  more  visits.     Our 


BO  IMiu.ic   P.M'Kiis  oi'  < Jkokch  ('mnton. 

late  su(T088  has,  io  hv  siiii',  Immh  ^^Mraicr  tliaii  wr  liad  a  riji^ht 
to  liopr  Inr.  Imii  liio  wc  lia\<'  Imm'ii  vri'v  l(»rLuiial«'  lliis  oiico  aii<i 
llt*a\«ii  has  a jt|M'aic(l  siiiiiallv  for  us,  yet  l<*t  ns  not  forget  to 
ktM'ji  i)\\v  Slioiildris  lo  ilic  nnIkm'I  Ity  doiii^^  all  we  can;  I  hcrrforc, 
once  ajraiii  1  asU  lor  help  a^jainsi  a  tiiMiic  hay,  wiiicli  is  perhaps 
very  near,  for  we  arc  told  (d  Troops  being  on  this  way  fi'oni 
lincks  Island  and  from  oliu  r  parts  of  Canada.  Tray  j^ive  ns  all 
the  htdp  as  well  as  all  the  (.'onncil  you  can  a<;ainst  such  an 
event. 

William  Snmnn  r  is  a  Son  cd'  oTk-  hominic  Somm<r,  who  is  a 
Minister  living  at  Schidiary.  He  ajjpears  Intcdligcni,  l>ui  is  no 
donbt  a  gieat  villian;  In-  has  made  the  enclosed  discoveries  in  the 
liope  of  i>rocuring  forgiveness  which  1  told  him  would  be  i  In- 
case; if  his  Acc'l  turned  out  to  be  all  true  and  that  it  does  noi 
afterwards  appear  he  has  concealed  anything  he  knew.  W  hai 
can  become  of  the  remainder  of  ihe  Levies  from  Hutchess  County 
and  Cajii.  W  help  among  I  ho  re>i?  i  am,  Sir,  ^(>u^  most  obedient 
cS:  very  Humble  servant. 

P.  S.      1   rucdose   \ou  a  copy  of  the  cnrious  hiicr   which  Mr. 
JSomnjer  in  Company   with  one  oihci-  Man   iwho  appears  to  be 
ignorant  of  Deviltry  that  has  been  carried  on  in  that  C^narter) 
brought  to  mc  from  Torlo(di. 
Governor  Clinton. 

Aim-AVIT    OF    WlI.MAM     SOMMER. 

Sometlmo  In  the  Spring  of  the  year  1777,  Teter  Summer,  Jacob  MIrch.  and  Jacob 
Miller  KOtit  a  letter  with  a  llMt  of  the  Names  of  8uiidry  liihabitantn  living  at  Torlooh  to 
^oneph  llratit.  the  Indian,  Informing  him  that  they  would  come  over  and  Join  him; 
that  accordingly  about  the  beginning  of  August  twenty  Six  In  number  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Jacob  Miller,  a  Capt.  of  which  number  I  myself  was  one.  wont  and  Joined 
G«<neral  St  Ledger  whilut  he  lay  before  Fort  Schuyler;  that  after  continuing  there 
about  Fire  Dayn.   liar  ■  .nnd  myself  returned  again  to  Torloch.    And  that 

■ometlm*  last  fall.  Ja  :  ly  of  Torloch,  but  now  with  the  Enemy,  came  to 

Torloch  and  lnforme«l  ii.-»  llml  lli«  enemy  were  a  rommlng  down,  and  that  they  had 
passed  Fort  Schuyler,  that  they  were  very  strong  and  Intended  to  murder  every  man 
Woman  and  child  before  them,  upon  which  Lieut  Conradt  Drown,  George  Riddl<-h, 
Christopher  Rlddlch,  Jacob  Haoes.  Jun'r,  Darld  Frauta.  Jacobus  Happer.  Christian 
Otman.  Jacob  Coughman.   Robert  Aurson.   Henry  Mlrcb.  George  Walker.  Erneat  FraU. 
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Jacob  Hanes,  Mathias  Mirch,  Christopher  Fraunce,  Jacob  Fraunce,  Michael  MIrch, 
Abdries  Fichter,  Michael  Frederick,  George  Frymin,  Michael  Bost,  Michael  Frymin, 
Jacob  Fester  and  myself,  formed  ourselves  into  a  Company  under  the  Command  of 
the  aforesaid  Jacob  Mirch,  and  as  soon  as  Sir  John  Johnson,  who  commanded  the 
enemy  on  an  Expedition  into  those  parts  at  that  time,  had  got  down  into  the  Country, 
we  set  out  in  order  to  join  him  and  marched  almost  to  Schohary,  when  meeting  with 
Jost  Brown,  Isaac  Vroman,  Brassier  Cryslar  and  one,  old  Jocham,  all  Inhabitants  of 
Schohary,  who  told  us  that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  left  Schohary.  We  again  returned 
to  our  homes  at  Torloch,  except  George  Riddick,  Henry  Mirch  and  David  Frauts,  who 
went  off  with  the  said  Jacob  Mirch  to  the  Enemy. 

Sometime  in  June  last  Christopher  Riddick  wrote  to  Joseph  Brant  requesting  him 
to  come  over  with  a  party  and  fetch  him  and  several  other  families  (who  had  sons  with 
the  enemy)  with  their  Effects  away,  but  dont  know  whether  any  answers  have  been 
rec'd  to  that  Letter.  Four  days  before  the  action  of  the  10th  inst  at  Torloch,  Henry 
Mirch  who  went  off  to  the  enemy  last  Fall,  came  to  Torloch  and  informed  us  that 
Joseph  Brant  was  coming  with  a  strong  party  of  Indians  and  Tories  to  Destroy  Curry 
Town,  which  party  arrived  on  the  Borders  of  Torloch  the  Day  following,  where  they 
were  furnished  with  provisions,  and  on  the  next  day  being  Sunday,  Marched  from  Tor- 
loch for  Curry  Town  being  joined  by  Lieut.  Conrat  Brown,  Christian  Olman,  Christopher 
Riddich,  Jacob  Ilanes,  Jun'r,  Henry  Frauts,  Michael  Mirch,  Jacobus  Hopper,  Matthias 
Mirch,  Earnest  Frets,  Andres  Fichter,  Martis  Bowman,  Michael  Fichter,  George 
Walker,  Godleap  Bowman,  John  Summers,  Henry  Hanes,  Frederick  Mirch,  Henry 
Loucks,  Conrat  Hopper,  Christian  Hanover,  John  Conradt,  Jacob  Coughman,  Charles 
Hearwager,  Michael  Fredericks,  Henry  Hanes,  Jun'r,  Jacob  Fraunce  and  myself,  all 
Inhabitants  of  Torloch  and  Rynbecks;  (we  were  all  painted  and  equiped  like  Indians 
as  were  all  the  Tories  belonging  to  the  party).  We  were  promised  by  Joseph 
Brandt  and  Barent  Fry,  the  two  Commandants  of  the  Indians  and  Tories,  Ten  Dollars 
for  every  Scalp  we  took,  and  that  each  person  who  would  join  them  should  have  fifty 
acres  of  land.  That  early  on  Monday  morning  we  arrived  at  Curry  Town,  and  after 
surrounding  the  Settlement  began  to  set  fire  to  their  Houses  and  Barns  and  to  drive 
away  their  horses  &  cattle,  and  that  during  these  transactions  I  saw  two  white 
Children  and  one  Black  Child  who  were  killed.  After  having  burnt  all  the  Houses 
and  drove  away  all  the  Cattle  that  could  be  come  at,  we  returned  back  as  far  that 
night  as  the  Neighborhood  of  Torloch;  the  Indians  and  Tories  going  to  their  old 
Encampment  in  that  Neighborhood  together  with  some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Torloch, 
a  few  of  which  went  to  their  own  homes  that  night  and  joined  the  Enemy  again  before 
Day.  About  G  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Indians  were  alarmed  by  the  Hallowing  of 
an  Old  Woman,  and  the  whole  immediately  prepared  for  action  and  advanced  towards 
the  place  where  they  heard  the  hallowing,  and  upon  their  discovering  the  Enemy, 
made  great  shoutinRs  and  Fired,  but  were  soon  obliged  to  retreat.  They  afterwards 
made  several  other  Stands  and  fired  in  the  best  manner  they  could,  untill  finally  they 
were  obliged  to  Run  quite  off.  dispersing  and  running  some  one  way  and  some  another, 
having  a  great  many  men  killed  and  Wounded.  I  myself  saw  Twenty  Five  who  were 
killed;  the  greatest  part  of  which  were  Indians,  and  from  Reports  of  others,  I  was 
afterwards  told  they  had  upwards  of  Forty  Killed  and  about  as  many  wounded.  I 
counted  the  Indians  before  the  Battle  begun  and  they  wore  one  hundred  and  Ninety 
In  Number.  The  Tories  amounted  to  between  Ninety  and  a  Hundred.  After  the 
action  was  over  and  the  Enemy  gone  of,  the  People  who  lived  at  Torloch  all  went 
to  their  Homes  And  some  time  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  had  a  meeting  at 
Lieut.  Conradt  Brown's  when  it  was  agreed  to  send  the  Letter  which  we  brought  here. 
Jacob  Clock  who  lately  went  of  from'  Palatine  district  was  with  the  Party  under  the 
Command   of    Barent    Fry    as   I    was    informed. 

William   Sommer. 


Personally  appeared  at  Canajohary.   this  Fiflronth  Day  of  July,  One  thousand  Seven 

hundred   and    Eighty   One   before  mo  William    Potrio.    Esq'r  one   of  the  Justices  of   the 

Peace   for   the   County   of  Tryon,    William   Sommer.    yeoman,    living   in   the   sottloment 

called  Torloch.  and  being  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  says  that 

the  Accounts  contained  in  this  Paper  to  which  he  has  fixed  his  name  are  all  strictly 

true   to  the  best  of  his  knowledge   &   Belief. 

Sworn  before  mo, 

Wm.  Petry.  Justice. 

{\ 
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Statement  of  Lieutenant  Brow  n. 

The  mil  (.r  .lulv  1781. 
lh)iH)ir(I  Sir,  this  is  lo  ^mvc  dircclicms  of  (Ik*  unlucky  iiccidcnt 
that  is  hajUMiu'd  in  our  Si'tt h'nicnl,  Sundav  last  we  wore  all 
met  tojj;elli(  r  in  a  appoiiilod  riacr,  in  order  of  a  meeting  to 
receive  the  Sacrament  by  old  Domine  Summer;  we  met  together 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  in  about  one  half  an  hour 
after  this  there  came  in  two  Men  which  lives  in  the  Settlement 
which  brouj^^ht  uc^  tlie  news  (hat  (hey  heard  a  very  liard  firing 
of  guns  iirar  of  our  Seltlcinent.  by  lliis  Aiai'in  our  nieeling 
was  broke  up.  Some  People  run  for  Ihcir  Home  and  some 
stayed  at  the  Meeting  House  with  the  ohl  Minister;  and  pres- 
ently we  heard  (wo  guns  fired  about  a  mile  from  the  Meeting 
House;  directly  aft<'r  this  there  came  in  a  horse  with  a  saddle 
on  belonging  to  the  l*eople  wlii(  h  had  been  in  the  Meeting.  Im- 
mediately we  sent  out  a  scout  of  three  Men  towards  we  thought 
where  the  two  guns  was  fired.  The  Scout  brought  us  in  the 
news  that  they  found  the  tract  of  a  large  Party  whicdi  passed 
tlic  East  Side  through  the  SeUlenienl.  After  this  there  came 
in  two  "^Ten  which  lives  at  the  low<'r  end  of  the  Settlement, 
whiih  t  <dd  us  they  went  West  ward,  ju  id  I  ha  t  t  hiy  have  murdered 
Philip  HolTnian  and  his  wife,  and  took  away  two  Horses.     Sir, 

I  am  your  most  humble  Servant 

Conradt  Brown,  Lieut. 
(Copy)  

[No.  .'{SI!).] 

Chi  iHtojtJii  I     Mull,)-     \i>j,lirs   tit    (iinirnor   L'iuiton   fnr  <i    i'dptain'a 

Commission. 

riaverack,  July  ir.th  1781. 
Sir:      \\\    a    late  a<t   of   tin-    Legislature   1    lind    there   niuf<t   be 
Troops  Haised  untill  the  first  day  of  December  next,  and  also  find 
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by  your  Excellencie's  Orders,  that  those  who  are  Capable  and 
Willing  to  Command  the  Troops  so  to  be  raised  are  desired  to 
step  forth  Immediately  and  apply  for  a  Commission.  My  Cir- 
cumstances at  this  present  time  is  such  that  I  cannot  come  down 
myself  now,  but  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  Your 
Excellency  by  the  Post,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  enter  in  the 
Service  again  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Captain  as  I  was  in  the  levies 
last  Year  and  served  out  the  time  faithfully.  As  for  a  recom- 
mendation I  think  I  want  none  this  Time.  Your  Excellency  had 
a  Recommendation  last  Year  from  Judge  Yates  in  my  favour, 
and  enclosed  I  send  you  the  Commission  obtained  from  your 
Excellency  last  year,  which  I  hope  you  will  send  me  again. 
Enclosed  in  a  letter  by  the  Post  and  an  Answer  if  I  can  obtain 
a  Commission  in  the  levies  now  to  be  raised  until  December 
next.    I  remain,  Sir,  Your  Very  Hum'l  Servant 


Secretary  Benson   Informs  Capt.  Muller  the  Governor  is 
Unable  to  Grant  Him  a  Commission. 

July  18th,  1781. 

Sir,     I   am  directed   by   his   Excellency   the  Gov'r   to  return 

you  your  Commission  &  to  inform  you  that  Col.  Willet  ^^  Colo. 

Lush  are  directed  to  report  a  list  of  OHicers  for  tliose  of  the 

levies  now  raising  which  are  to  serve  to  the  Northw'd  iS:  Westw'd 

&  therefore,  that  he  cannot  give  you  any  encouragement  until 

he  knows  what   progress   they   have  made  in   the   llusiness,  & 

receives  their  returns.— l(\ast  a   double   set  of  OHiccm's  should 

be  engaged.     Colo.  Lush  is  now  at  Albany.     I  nin  »S:c 

Robt.  Benson. 

Capt.  Christ'r.  Muller. 


8-1  Priu.h     Tai-eus  of  GKuiniK  Clinton. 

[No.  3820.] 

Governor  Clinhm  to  James  Clinton — RetjaiiinKj  I  nsii/ned  W'urrants 
and  the  Histrihid'uni  of  ClothiiH/. 

ruiiglila'tpsic,  July  lOili,  1781. 

I><ar  Sir.  I  have  rocM  your  letters  of  tlio  lltli  \-  TJth  |  l.'Jtli] 
iii>t.  ilic  laiter  Ity  Coin  \'  |)\rk  lo  \n1h)iii  I  icIuiikmI  ilic  warrauts 
afirr  si^ninj^  tlu'iii.  to  he  delivered  to  the  (rentlenieii.  The  law 
for  enroura^inir  the  a]»pr('h<Midiiii;  of  hcserters  is  as  the  le^iela- 
tiire  tho'l  ifroper  to  jtass  it.  I  wish  the  hoinity  had  Imm-ii  iiiad«' 
inor<*  adequate  to  the  imr])Oses  intended.  The  encoiira;;ein't 
giveu  by  it  to  those  subject  to  militia  Duty  I  should  conceive  cod- 
siderable  gritt.  I  do  not  know  w  hat  distribution  the  Sub  Clothier 
has  made  of  the  elothinj;  other  iluin  that  of  j^ivinj^  to  each  Reg'r 
its  proportion.  1  understood  that  the  j]:entlemen  lately  appointed 
who  had  uol  yet  joined,  would  not  be  con<sideied  as  entitltHl  to  a 
share;  but  as  Alex'r  has  not  yet  joined  the  Artillery  I  take'  it  for 
granted  he  must  gi-t  his  })r(/poi  i  i(.n  in  the  Kej^'t  to  whieh  he  be- 
lon^^ed,  &  in  which  he  done  duty  at  the  linif.  (apt.  lllack  or 
Lieut.  Connoly  who  aie  ^(>n«'  !<►  Albany  will  however  be  able  to 
infoini  yuu  more  parlieularly  on  this  head.  1  am  i<'ad  to  believ*' 
however  tliat  the  cloathin.i;  delivered  to  the  Artillery  l\e;:'t  is  al- 
ready distributed  among  tin-  OlVn  <  rs  \  that  none  remains  for 
tliose  lately  apjxiinted. 

I  am,  &c. 

[No.  ^821.] 
Treasurer  Haneker  Reports  to  the  Governor  the  Ann)nnt  of  Delinquent 

Class  Money  He  Received. 

Albany,  .luly  Kith   1781. 
Dr.  Sir,     1  wrote  you  a  few  days  a;^'o,  and  informed  you  what 
Delinquent  Class  money  was  in  my  hands,  sine*'  which   i   have 
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examined  the  Account  of  Mr.  Auditor  General's  Transactions 
when  lately  at  Poughkeepsie  (which  I  have  not  had  time  to 
look  into  before)  and  find  he  received  for  me  and  Credits  the 
two  following  Sums  for  the  Delinquent  Classes  viz: 

Received  from  Col.  Roswell  Hopkins  £503.  .3.  .2 

Received  from   Col.   Field  80.. 


New  Emission  £583 .  .  3 .  .  2 

which  sum  you  will  be  pleased  to  add  to  that  received  from 

Col.  V.  Bergen,  &  you  have  the  amo't  of  what  has  come  to  my 

hands.     Yours  &c, 

G.  Bancker. 


[No.  3822.] 

Peter    Van    Ness    Commends    Lieutenant    Hale    for    a    Captain's 

Commission. 

Claverack,  July  16th,  1781. 
Sir,  The  bearer  Lieut.  Aaron  Hale  informs  me,  that  he  has 
sustained  a  Commission  in  the  Continental  Army  is  now  resi- 
dent within  the  Limits  of  my  Regiment,  and  offers  to  accept  an 
Appointment  in  the  Tx^vies  now  to  be  Raised  in  pursuance  of 
your  Excellency's  General  orders,  dated  the  1st  Instant,  July, 
provided  your  Excellency  should  Ihink  ])roper  to  give  him  Com- 
mand of  a  Company.  I  1inv(»  no  ohjcctioii  that  Mr.  TTale  should 
be  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Levies  now  raising,  because  no 
applications  hnvc^  as  yet  be(Mi  niach^  to  me  for  R(H'onini(Midation 
to  your  ]Ox('(^ll('nt'y  from  Olhcers  nnIio  Aduiilly  uonn  hold  Com- 
missions in  my  Regiment,  which  was  tlu^  case  wlun  the  nine 
months  Levies  now  in  Service  wcrt^  raised.  I  think  I  can  now 
with  more  propriety  expect  thai  at  least  two  offuMM's  from  my 
Regiment  should  be  appointed ;   in  case  such  as  can  hv  approved 
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of  shonlf!  nffrr  ilnii-  s;  rNirc  k^-  sIkiII,  i  lirifforo,  (Iw  nnn'c  expect 
tliMt  vour  Kxi'rll«'in\   will  rM-rjit  (it"  Mi-.  Hale's  ]ii-(»j)(>sal. 

A  li  w  I)a\s  since,  CajMaiii  TlMHiias  McKiiislrv  called  upon  nie 
and  in  ronNrisatinn  ac<|nainle(l  nie  iliat  lie  had  an  inclination 
of  cnUTin;;  the  ^^e^vice  lor  which  we  aii'  now  raisin;,^  Levies, 
]»rovided  yonr  Kxcelleiicv  wnnld  think  fa\ora]»h>  enonj:;!)  of  Ins 
.\hilities  to  recommend  him  for  the  ApjMdntment  of  Major;  he 
informs  me  thai  upon  his  nnderlakini;  to  perfoi-m  a  ]>articnlar 
service  and  did  actiiallv  peifonn  the  same;  that  (ieneral  damea 
Clinton  promised  him  thai  the  liist  Opporluniiv  that  ollered  he 
would  do  soinethinj^  ''  \('vy  (deviM*  "  for  him:  this  he  thinks  Tien- 
eral  Clinton  would  approve  of  and  w(Hi]d  now  call  njjon  the  Gen- 
eral for  his  assistance  was  the  time  not  so  short  for  accomplish- 
in;;  this  business.  Is  it  jjrohalde  and  consistent  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's ajjproltation,  that  Thomas  should  be  appointed  to  the 
liank  of  >rajor?  If  so  ]dease  to  infoini  me:  your  Exc(dlency  un- 
doubtedly knows  his  conduct  duriiiL:  the  course  of  the  three 
months  service  last  Campai;:ii:  by  information  he  behaved  well 
far  beyond  my  expectation.  Shall  be  liaiii>y,  to  be  favored  with 
your  I^xcellencies  answer  upon  the  subjects  altn\e  mentioned  I'l-. 
-Ml-,  llaie.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  ;:reatest  Kstej  ni  and 
sincerity     ^  Our    Ilxcellmcies    most     (diedimi     and    most     Hum 

Servant, 

peter   \'an  Ness. 
Ilis  Exctdlency  (Jovernur  ('lint(»n. 


[No.  •^H'2:i] 
Cnptdin  Ihmlnitn  Ordcnd  to  Rrrrirr  f.rrirs  from  ('hdtlottc  Count}!. 

Albany,  17th  July  1781. 
Sir,    I  enclose  you  his  Excellency,  the  Governor^  Orders  of 
the  7th  Inst   by  which  you   will  observe  you  are  appointed  to 
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receive  at  White  Creek,  the  Levies  from  Charlotte  Countv.  As 
it  may  be  inconvenient  for  you  to  leave  your  present  station  for 
this  Purpose  you  will  write  to  or  confer  with  Colo.  Paine  on  the 
subject  and  send  one  of  your  subalterns  to  receive  the  Troops 
as  raised.  I  think  it  proper  to  mention  to  you  that  each  man 
you  receive  must  be  provided  with  a  good  musquet  or  Furloch, 
a  cartouch  Box  or  Pouch  capable  of  containing  seventeen 
Charges  of  Ammunition  a  Knapsack  or  HaA^ersack  and  a  good 
Blanket. 

These  Levies  when  raised  are  to  be  annexed  to  your  Company 
till  further  Orders  from  Colo.  Willett  to  whom  of  Course  you 
will  make  returns  of  them.     I  am,  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedient, 
Capt.  Dunham. 


[No.  3824.] 

Orders  to  Captain  T.  Skinner  and  Ueiitenant  Josiah  Skhuwr  to 
Receive  Levies  from  Whiting^ s  and  Tan  Ness'  Regiments. 

Albany,  ITth  July  ITSl. 
Sir,  Agreeable  to  directions  received  from  ITis  Excellency  the 
Governor  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  attend  and 
receive  the  Ivevies  now  raising  for  Defence  of  the  State  in  Colo. 
Whiting's  (Van  Ness)  Ivegiment.  Deserters  from  the  British  serv- 
ice are  to  be  rejected  and  vou  are  to  receive  none  but  able  bodii^ 
Men  fit  for  active  Duty,  each  ])rovid(^d  with  a  good  musquet  or 
Furloch,  a  Cartouch  Box  or  I'oiich  capable  of  containing  seven- 
teen charges  of  ammunition,  a  Knapsack  or  Haversack  and  a 
good  Blanket.  These  I^evies  when  raised  will  be  subject  to  the 
orders  of  Colo.  AVillett  to  wlioni  you  will  make  the  necessary 
Keturns,  and  you  will  (exclusive*  of  your  ])resent  ap])ointment) 
be  recommended  to  a  Cai>taincy  (Lieutenancy)  in  the  present  ser- 
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vice.  V(MI  will  Im'  j.|r;is«MJ  willimil  hrliiy  to  w;iil  ii|miii  Colo. 
>N  hit  ill i;  mihI  toll fcr  w  il  h  liim  on  i  his  ^.ll^ill(•ss  iiinl  <l«M'Vcr\  I  liing 
in  v<Mii-  I'owrr  lo  luisicn  il  n^  ilio  safety  of  tlir  l-'i-oiit  icrs  priii- 
cipallN  (Ic|m'Ih1s  ii|)un  its  Immum  (piicUv  ((Hiiplctcd.  i  am.  Sii-. 
^'(^u^  most  oboditMit . 
(.'apl.  SUiimrr. 
McMt.  SUiniirr. 

[No.  3825.] 

Orders  to  O/livcrs  uith  lin/aid  In  I  In    Iji'ks  from  Cohtnd  Wcniitlcs 

J\rf/ini4  uf. 

Albany,  ITtli  .Iiily  1781. 

Sir,    I  oncloso  yon  (lennal  <)r(l4'rs  ol   liis  Mxccllrncy  the  (lov- 
ernoi'  of   llic  Dili  Jnst.  aiirccable  to   which  yon   will   attend  at 
Sclifnertacly  and  receive  llic   Levi<'s  now  raisinii'  foi-   Defence  of 
the  Stair  fioni   <'olo.    WCinpliS    Keiii.     Tlicsc   when   raised   will 
be  snbji'ct   lo  thr  Dii-iMiion  of  ("olo.   W  illcii.  lo  whom  you   will 
make  Ketni'iis  and  yon  will  be  ircomnuMnh'd  lexclnsive  of  your 
present  appoininieuij  to  a   Lienienamy   in   ilie   present  service. 
Each   man  yon  accept  mnst  be  jn'ovided   with   a   ixood   Mnst^not 
or  I'^nrlocli  a  ( 'arton<li  |{n\  or  pdiidi  <  aiiablr  of  rniiiainin^  se\  rn 
teen   charjjes  of  ammnniiioii   a    Kii;ij>sack   or    IIa\cisacU   and   a 
g(>o<l  blankei.      'Son   will   be  |»l«';iscd    |o   wriir  l(»  or  confer  wilh 
Colo.   \\  emple  and  do  ^n  ciyi  hin^i   in   \our   I'owri-   lo  liasicn   this 
Hiisiness  a^  t!ie  Safety  of  i  lie  l''iont  icrs  jirincipally  dcjK'nds  n|ion 
itH  l)einj;  (piickly  completed. 
IJent.    \'an    In;^<'n,   Tapi.    Li\  illusion.   <'ai>i.   dob    Wriuhl.   •'apt. 

Van  Kensselaer. 
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[No.  3826.] 

Orders  to  Captains  to  Receive  Levies  and  i  rgency  Demand^  for  the 

Protection  of  the  Frontier. 

Albany  17th  July  1781. 
Sir,   I  enclose  you  General  Orders  of  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  7th  Inst,  by  which  you  will  observe  you  are  ap- 
pointed to  receive  at   CatsKill   the   Levies  from  Vanbergen's 
Regiment.     Those  Levies  when  raised  are  to  be  annexed  to  your 
Company  till  further  Orders  from  Colo.  Willett  to  whom  you 
will  make  Return  of  them.     Each  man  you  receive  must  be  pro- 
vided with  a  good  musquet  or  Furloch,  a  Cartouch  Box  or  Poucli 
capable  of  containing  seventeen  Charges  of  ammunition,  a  Knap- 
sack or  Haversack  and  a  good  Blanket.     You  will  please  to  write 
to  or  confer  with  Colo.  Xnn  Bergen  and  do  everything  in  your 
Power  to  hasten  this  Business  as  the  safety  of  the  Frontier 
I)rincipally  depends  upon  its  being  quickly  completed.     I   am, 
Sii',  your  most  obed  Serv't. 
Capt.  White. 
Capt.  Dubois. 
Capt.  Conine. 

[No.  3827.] 

Colonel  Peter  \an  Xess  Jieeonnnends  Cd plain   Whitmi/  to  (lorernor 

Clinton  for  a  Captain^s  Command  i}i  the  J.crics — The  Governor's 

Reply. 

Clavorack,  July  17th  1781. 

Sir,    Again   I   lake  (lie  liberty  of  addressing  your  l^xcelh'iicy 

u])on  the  subject  of  recomiiHMiding  Ofticors,  to  tak(»  Coimnand 

in  the  lievies  now  raising.     Josliua  W  liitney,  tlu^  bearer,  hereof 

is  now  with  me  who  manife^^ls  a  Disposition  to  enter  the  present 

Service;  he  holds  now  a  Captain's  Coiuniission.  and  Commands 
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one  of  the  Coini>aiii<'s  in  iiiv  Kci^iinciif  ;  lie  is  capaMr  :in(l  a<'tivo^ 
aii«l  on  PilTrr^'iu  occasions  his  ('onduci  lias  been  sncli  ai>  will 
Jnstify  a  Hocomiucndal  ion  of  a  ^ood  ()lli(('r,  and  conld  wisli  that 
vonr  lixcellencv  wonld  ^ivc  him  a  Conunand  in  Iho  Levies  (Mjnal 
in  Haidc  to  tho  ono  h«»  now  Snstains  in  lh<'  Militia.  I  am  wilh 
the  hi«j:hest  Ksteem,  Your  lOxcclleiK-ies  Most  Ohed't  Servant. 
His  Kxcellency  Governor  Clinton. 

Guvi:i:\"(tK  Ci.ixi  n\'s  Kki'LV. 

July  L»nili.  ITsl. 
Sir.  I  have  rec'd  your  letter  of  the  ITtli  recommending  Capt^ 
Whitney  to  a  Command  in  the  Ix'vies  now  raising.  Altho  I 
would  wish  to  give  him  a  Command  agreeable  to  your  Ilecora- 
mendation,  vet  for  the  Reasons  contained  in  mv  Letter  of  the 
ISth  respect'g  Lieut.  Hale,  1  cannot  at  present  give  him  any 
assurancecN  of  it  as  I  have  not  yet  rec'd  a  Return  from  (.'olo. 
Willet  &  C(do.  Lush.  I  shall  write  to  Colo,  Lush  on  the  subject 
and  be  assuretl.  Sir,  that  proper  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
Gentlemen  recommended  by  you  as  far  as  the  service  &  tJustice- 
to  others  will  admit  of. 


[So.  ;]8li8.] 

The  (iovcnior  hisrouniyrs  Coloml  Willrtrs  Siinnnari/  SiKjt/vstion — - 

Levies  Slmr  in  Cinnim/  n/. 

Toughkeepaie,  18th  July  178L 

Sir,     I    am    ihib    .Moment    favored    uith    yours    of    the    iotli 

Instant.      My   Irttei*  of  tlie    H'.th    which    ft»r   want    of  a   ]>revlous 

Conveyance   will   br   (lcli\<'i<d    in   _\<tu    with    this,   is   sn    full   aii 

An.Hwer  lo  the  several   M;itt<  is  m<*ntion«(l  in  your  Lrttn-.  That 

after  referring  you  to  it  I  iiavc  littU*  farther  tt)  add.     It  contains 
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Impress  Warrants  which  will  not  only  justify  you  in  procuring^ 
subsistance  for  your  own  Troops  but  put  it  in  your  Power  to 
divest  the  disafected  of  the  Means  of  supplying  the  Enemy.  My 
Order  subjecting  the  Militia  of  Tryon  County  in  Cases  of. Emer- 
gencies to  your  Call  was  forwarded  inclosed  in  a  former  Letter 
and  in  my  last  you  have  my  Authority  to  remove  the  disafected 
into  the  Interior  parts  of  the  State  &  1  am  fully  convinced  not 
only  by  the  Examination  of  Wm.  Summer  transmitted  by  you, 
but  by  many  former  concurring  Accounts  of  the  Disafection  and 
Wickedness  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Torloch,  that  I  have  not  a 
doubt  but  they  ought  to  be  immediately  apprehended  &  secured. 
But  altho  at  the  same  Time  I  am  persuaded  that  they  merrit 
severe  Punishment,  I  cannot  venture  to  order  any  but  such  as 
may  be  inflicted  by  the  Ordinary  Courts  of  Justice,  they  not 
coming  within  the  Discription  of  Persons  subject  to  ^farlial 
Law.  They  are  undoubtedly  guilty  of  high  Treason  of  the 
blackest  Hue  &  they  may  be  committed  to  close  Custody  on  the 
Warrant  of  any  Magistrate,  until  Courts  can  be  ordered  for 
their  trj^al.  What  a  pitty  it  is  they  had  not  faHen  when  in  Arms 
ivg't  us  or  rather  that  it  was  not  known  that  they  might  have 
been  instantly  pursued  &  punished  on  that  spot. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  my  last  that  by  a  Return  which  1  hilely 
rec'd  from  Capt.  Jacob  Lansing  appointed  to  minster  the  Re- 
cruits raised  on  Hounlies  of  unapi>ropria((Ml  Lands,  ii  ajjpoarji 
that  only  seven  have  b(HMi  yet  Mustered.  Major  Hitchcock,  by 
Letter  lately  received,  informs  iiu^  (hat  he  expected  (o  be  abU' 
to  muster  forty  by  the  Midle  of  this  Mouth  but  I  Ikim*  but  lit  lie 
confidence  tliat  this  will  be  tlu^  case.  Tlu^  Time  for  recruiting 
ends  if  I  recollect  Right,  the  1st  or  tlio  Midlo  of  Aug't.  but  I 
conceive  nothwithstanding  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  continue 
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tliaf  St'r\  i((\  if  the  l*ros|><'('ts  ar(»  promisiiiLr  \  lo  rxh-nd  ij  to  the 
L<-vi«'S  as  it  will  Im'  traTisfri'riii^  lliciii  al  a  iiKKlnatc  Rale  to  a 
more  permanent  Service  in  wliicli  ihev  will  he  of  i^al  use.  Von 
may  roply  on  every  advise  and  assistance  in  my  jiewei-  to  alTord 
to  facilitate  voiir  troublesome  command  and  reiidei-  ii  useful. 
Tlio  lUMvs  at  the  Clo^-e  of  my  last  proves  witliout  foundation. 

I  am  iVic. 


[No.  3829.] 

The  (Jovcrnor  to  ("olonrl  Van  Ness  in  Regard  to  Appointments  and 

Promotions. 

Poughkeopsie,  July  18,  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  favor  of  the  IGth  Inst.  I  directed 
Colo.  Willett  «S:  Colo.  Lush  who  is  now  in  Albany,  to  collect  the 
names  &  Rank  of  the  supeinuniery  Otticeis  of  the  Levies  last 
raised  ^:  of  such  other  (lentlenuMi  who  have  heretofore  been  in 
Service  &  as  inclined  to  receive  appointments  in  the  Levies  now 
raising,  and  for  the  sake  of  l)isj)at<'h  to  order  them  to  the 
Several  Places  of  Rendezvous  to  receive  ^K:  muster  the  men. 
What  progress  thay  have  made  in  this  Business  I  have  not  yet 
been  infoimed  of  ;nnl  tlierefoi-c  cannot  assure  Mi*.  TTale  that  ho 
will  be  appointe<l  to  command  a  Company  least  by  doing  so,  I 
might  do  an  injustice  to  others  of  Superior  l^uik  &  forfeit  their 
services.  I  have  no  objection,  however,  to  appoint  him  to  a 
Lieutenancy  iS:  if  it  shall  appear  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  Company 
ho  may  rely  on  Justice  beinir  done  him. 

I  wish  to  serve  ('apt.  .MrKinstry  but  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to 
give  him  the  Pi-omotion  he  recpiests,  as  I  cannot  think  of  prom- 
ising any  Person  Rank  above  what  he  at  present  sustains  and 
C'Speciallv  ;)»<  it   will   not   be  possible  to  (Moivinrr  the  Council  to 
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confirm  the  Appointments  before  the  Troops  take  the  field.  Be 
assured,  Sir,  it  will  always  afford  me  Pleasure  to  do  your  Reg^t 
full  justice.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  impute  it  to  a  con- 
trary principle  that  there  was  no  Officers  appointed  from  your 
Regt  last  spring  as  none  offered. 


[No.  3830.] 

The   Governor   to  Dominie   Gros — Condition  of  Affairs   i7i   Tnjon 

County. 

Poukeepsie,  18th  July  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  The  Express  who  is  to  carry  this,  waiting  only  for 
it,  leaves  me  but  a  Moment  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your 
Favour  of  the  13th.  I  am  sincerily  happy  to  learn  that  the 
Frontier  Settlements  of  your  County  which  have  so  frequently 
felt  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  still  afford  such  ])romising  Pros- 
pects. I  trust  it  is  needless  to  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  feel  my- 
self much  interested  in  their  Defence  &  that  every  Means  which 
is  in  my  power  shall  be  faithfully  exerted  for  that  Purpose. 

The  Legislature  did  not  as  1  hoped  they  would,  make  any 
special  Provision  for  the  better  Government  of  the  Frontier 
Militia,  indeed  their  Session  was  so  short  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  attend  to  it.  I  have,  therefore,  issued  an  Order 
making  them  subject  to  the  Call  of  Colo  Willet  on  Cases  of 
special  Emergencies.  This  is  all  I  could  legally  do  and  in  this 
way  the  Evil  you  most  dread  will  be  least  likely  to  take  place.  I 
have  Likewise  directed  him  to  move  the  disafected  from  the 
frontiers  into  the  Interior  Parts  of  the  State,  a  Duty  the  Militia 
Officers  it  seems  have  hilheilo  lu^ixlecled  (lio  authoriziHl  by 
Law  &  my  Orders  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  1  would  fain 
hope  that  when  the  present   Levies  aro  bron«;lit   into  the  Field 


•\vlncli  I  liavc  taken  Mrasims  lo  have  alTrctcd  witli  Ihc  least 
possible  dclav.  \  Cno  I.cn  ics  fxiMMitd  liom  Massacliuscl  ts  arrive, 
lliai  \\i'  shall  Im'  aMr  lo  iiiaiiilaiii  a  I'mrr  in  Ti  v<iii  ('nuniv  (Miual 
(o  ^\hat  v(Mi  conceive  roinpeteiit  foi*  its  defence.  With  best 
KesjH'eis  (n  Ml'.  CJi'OS  I  am.  1  >r  Sir, 


[No.  3S;J1.] 

(ionrnur  L'liiUcinUn'ti  Atlcmpt  io  ('n)i/isralc  a  Lar(jc  Slice  of  New 
York  Territory  by  J'rovUnnation. 

Hy  His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esquire,  Captain-General,  Governor  and 
-Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  the  State  of  Vermont, 

A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Legislature  of  this  State  at  their  Session  in  June  last,  for  the  Reasons 
■hereafter  exhibited,  did  extend  their  Claim  of  Jurisdiction  from  the  North-West  Corner 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Westerly  in  the  tame  Direction  with  the  North 
Line  of  ."^aid  Commonwealth,  until  it  reaches  the  deepest  Channel  of  Hudson's  lliver; 
thence  running  Northerly  In  the  deepest  Channel  of  said  River,  to  the  Source  thereof; 
and  from  thence  a  due  North  Direction  to  Latitude  15  deg  North  (or  the  southern 
Boundary  of  the  Province  of  Quebec). 

AND  Whereas,  no  Part  of  the  Lands  contained  In  said  Claim,  were  ever  Included 
In  any  original  Charter  from  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  to  the  Government  of  New- 
York,  but  were  known  to  be  extra-provincial  Lands,  without  the  Limits  of  any  of  the 
chartered  Colonies,  and  annexed  to  the  former  Government  of  New  York;  Which  Juris- 
diction In  Its  own  Nature  became  null  and  void.  In  Consequence  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  by  the  United  Stales,  and  the  Annihilation  of  kingly  Power  In  America, 
And  In  consequence  of  a  subsecjuent  Commission  from  the  same  royal  Authority  to 
Governor  Philip  Skene,  which  vested  him  with  Powers  of  Jurisdiction  over  the  same 
Territory,  and  which  on  the  Position  of  the  Validity  of  royal  Traditions  and  Bound- 
aries, would  fatally  operate  against  the  Claim  of  the  State  of  New-York.  And  although 
there  may  have  been  what  some  People  call  a  Mutual  Association  and  Connexion  between 
the  Inhabitants  Included  In  said  claim,  and  the  State  of  New-York  since  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  yet  the  Nature  of  such  AlloKiance  must  be  founded  on  a 
r  il    Protection;    for    Government    and    Protoction    are    by    Nature    so    connected 

t  .    that  the  one  cannot  exist   Independent  of  the  other;   nor  can   any  Allegiance 

be  lawfully  bad  or  demanded  by  any  Government,  except  at  the  same  Time  It  afYords 
the  salutary    Influences  of  Support  or  Protection   to   its  Citizens. 

AND  whereas  the  Government  of  New-York,  for  a  Number  of  Years,  have  been  very 
''   "  In  Burrourlng.  defending  or  prote<'tlng  the  Citizens  Inhabiting  the  said  claimed 

.  and  of  late  have  wholly  abandoned  them  to  the  Ravages  of  the  common 
Eiiuoiy ,  And  whereas  this  State  have  been  their  main  Support  and  Protection  for 
several  Years  la^t  past,  and  have  lately  entered  Into  a  governmental  League  and 
Combination  with  them,  for  the  mutual  happiness  and  Security  of  each  other,  under 
the  same  Constitution  and  Code  of  Laws;  being  urged  thereto  by  the  refusal  of  the 
Oovemment  of  New-York  to  unite  with  this  Government  for  their  mutual  Defence, 
•nd  from  the  local  Situation  of  both  to  the  Waters  of  l^ke  Champlnin.  and  the  British 
Coverr.mcnt  of  ranada.  from  whence  a  powerful  Force  can  suddnily  Invade  this  State 
lnrl>i  '  •  .,   Vnlon. 

At  '  tis  both  civil   and  military  have  been  lately  Isnuod   from  the 

F  ;;  rrme  Authority  of  this  State  to  Persons  chosen,  agrrrnble  to  the  Laws  nnd  Cus- 
t-nn  ther»Kif,  In  the  several  Districts  and  Corporations  within  the  Limits  of  the  said 
western  Claim  of  Julsdlction. 

I.  bare,   therefore  thought  flt,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  my  Council,  to  Issue  this 
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Proclamation,  and  do  hereby  strictly  require,  charge  and  command  all  Persons  of  what- 
f5oever  Quality  or  Denomination  residing  within  the  said  Western  Claim  of  Jurisdiction, 
to  take  due  Notice  of  the  Laws  and  Orders  of  this  State,  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly  on   Pain   of  incurring  the  Penalties  therein   contained. 

And  I  do  hereby  further  strictly  require  and  command  all  Magistrates,  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  Constables,  and  all  other  civil,  and  all  military  Oflaces  to  be  active 
and  vigilant  in  executing  the  Laws  aforesaid,  without  Partiality. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  and  the  Seat  of  this  State,  at  Arlington,  this  18th  day  of  July, 
A.  D.  1781,  and  in  the  5th  Year  of  the  Independence  of  this  State. 

Thomas  Chittenden. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command,  Thomas  Tolman,   Dep.   Sec'ry. 

God   Save  The  People. 


[No.  3832.] 
William  Diier  Forwards  a  Suspect  to  the  Governor. 

Rhinebeck,  July  18th  1781. 
Sir,  I  send  you  in  Custody  of  John  Moffatt,  a  Person  of  a  very 
suspicious  Character  and  Conduct,  who  has  been  apprehended 
at  Rhinebeck  Flats  by  Mr.  Tremper.  He  pretends  that  he  is 
come  from  Albany,  and  that  he  is  a  seafaring  man.  His  hands 
have  no  marks  of  Labor,  and  he  is  perfectly'  ignorant  of  the 
Tow^n  of  Albany,  and  even  of  the  Captain  of  the  Vessel,  on  board 
of  which  he  says  he  has  worked — If  I  can  form  an  opinion  from 
his  appearance  and  manners,  I  should  imagine  him  to  belong 
to  some  skulking  Gang  of  Robbers;  or  that  he  is  a  Criminal 
Escaped  from  jail.  I  have  directed  Moffat  on  the  Road  to  Po- 
keepsie  to  make  all  the  discoveries  he  can  of  his  Real  Character, 
and  must  refer  you  to  him  for  further  Particulars.  As  I  have 
been  obliged  to  lake  him  from  Harvest,  I  have  promised  he 
shall  be  paid  his  time  and  Expenses:  and  must,  therefore,  beg 
the  favor  of  you  to  see  that  he  is  satisficMl,  or  it  will  be  in  vain 
in  future  to  expect  Services  from  the  lowca*  class  of  People  in 
apprehending  and  securing  such  villains,  as  I  belic»ve  this  Fel- 
low to  be.     I  am.  Sir,  with  much  Respect,  and  Esteem  Your, 

•Obed't  Hum'le  Serv't. 

Wm.  Duer. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[Ko.  3833.] 

Gorrnwr   Clinton   Ixccoinmcnds  a   Captiiinci/   for   Coptdin    Ifolr   to 

Colonel  I.iish. 

PoKccpsic,  I81I1  July  17S1. 
Pt-ar  Sir,  1  liave  tliis  iiioiih-ik  itcM  a  I.<'it('r  from  Colo.  N'an 
Ness  roconiinciulinir  Mr.  Aroii  Iial<-  Ioihk  ily  a  iJcut.  ^:  coin 
iiiaiKlcd  a  Company  in  one  of  tlic  Conncclicnl  K<'«ils.  as  a  Cajitain 
in  th(»  present  Levies,  and  anotlu  r  fi-oin  Colo,  ^\'llilin.lr  hacked  hy 
one  from  Gen'l.  Rensselaer  rcconinniidini;  Lirnt.  Asael  .laqm* 
for  Lieutenancy.  I  liave  ac(ordin;:;ly  issued  an  Order  to  tlw  lat- 
ter to  receive  »S:  muster  (he  Levies  of  Colo.  \\'liitin«;'s  K«'gt 
whicli  lie  informs  me  is  ready  lo  lake  (lie  lirld  \  for  expeilition 
sake  ((►  mareh  them  immediaiely  to  Alhany  instead  of  Clav- 
erack;  this  I  was  in  some  measure  influenced  to  in  order  to 
fjratify  the  K<'^'t  and  assign  an  otlicer;  wiili  rci^pect  to  the 
former  I  \v(»uld  not  venture  to  assure  him  more  than  a  Iaeu(en- 
ancy,  least  1  should  interfere  with  the  arranjj:emeuts  made  by 
you  &  Colo.  \Ville(,  ^^  do  injustice  to  Oflicers  who  may  liave  held 
8U])erior  Rank.  At  the  same  Time  if  (his  shouhl  not  be  the  cas«-> 
\  arrangements  are  not  already  compleatcHl  I  believe  it  will 
answer  to  give  Mr.  Hale  a  Com]»any,  as  he  is  an  Old  Officer  well 
recommended  and  a|>|M'ars  in  lie  a  dercnt  man.  and  I  wish  it  to  he 
done.  I'or  obvious  Reasons  annihci-  olhcer  may  also  be  sent  to 
assist  in  mustering  ;ind  marehing  the  Levies  of  Whitney's  l^eg't 
to  Albany. 

[No.  3834.] 

1*r\vntr  Srrrrtnri/  linhfit  lU^nsou   Offers  (i   //»■»;/ /</;// ;/r.9  C(/nnius\ii>n 

to  I'fisii/n  Mrl'Uren. 

P<Mighkeep8i(\  duly    ISIh   17S1. 
Sir,     Tliere  are  Tievies  now  raising  k*  reinforce  tlif  Army  in 
which  if  ynii  please  you  can  lia\e  an  Appointment  of  a  laeuteii 
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ancy.  His  Excellency,  the  Gov'r.  from  the  opinion  he  has  of 
your  Character  is  induced  to  make  you  this  offer.  You  will 
please  to  signify  to  him  as  early  as  possible  whether  you  will  ac- 
cept and  in  the  meantime  it  is  his  Desire  that  you  attend  at 
Orangetown  and  receive  &  muster  the  levies  from  Colo.  Hawke 
Hays  Reg't  agreable  to  the  enclosed  order. 
Mr.  McEwen  Late  Ensign  in  Spencer's  Reg't. 


Mr.  Benson  Directs  Colonel  Thomas  to  Confer  with  Colonels 

Drake  and  Crane. 

July  18th  1781. 

Sir,  As  there  will  be  a  Company  of  the  pres't  Levies  raised  in 
your  County  [Westchester]  it  is  his  Excellency  the  Gov'r's  Pleas- 
ure, that  an  Officer  be  taken  from  each  Reg't  to  command  them. 
One  Reg't  will  be  furnished  a  Capt.  &  the  other  two  each  a  sub- 
altern. Those  Officers  when  fixed  upon,  which  his  Exc'y  directs 
may  be  from  among  those  who  have  seen  service  &  (if  Such  are  to 
be  found)  who  have  served  in  the  Levies  heretofore,  are  immedi- 
ately to  attend  at  the  place  of  Rendezvous  &  receive  &  muster 
the  Levies  of  your  County.*     You  will  perceive  the  necessity  of 

•July  20.— On  Sunday  evening,  the  15th  Instant,  two  sloops  of  war,  two  tenders,  and 
one  galley,  all  British,  came  up  Hudson  River,  with  intention,  as  is  supposed,  to 
destroy  the  stores  then  moving  from  West  Point  to  the  army.  There  were  at  that 
time  two  sloops  going  down  the  river,  laden  with  cannon  and  powder.  As  soon  as 
they  discovered  the  enemy,  they  put  about  and  stood  in  for  Tarrytown,  where  they  ran 
aground.  The  enemy  having  a  fair  wind  and  tide,  came  up  the  river  so  fast  that  it 
was  impossible  to  march  infantry  down  in  time  to  unload  or  protect  the  stores,  as 
there  were  no  troops  at  Tarrytown  except  a  sergeant's  guard  of  French  infantry. 
Colonel  Sheldon  (whose  regiment  lay  at  Dobbs  Ferry)  immediately  marched  his 
mounted  dragoons  to  that  place,  where  he  ordered  his  men  to  dismount  and  assist  to 
unload  the  stores,  which  was  done  with  great  despatch.  By  this  time  the  enemy  having 
cbme  to  anchor  off  Tarrytown.  began  a  heavy  cannonade,  under  cover  of  which  they 
sent  two  gunboats  and  four  barges  to  destroy  the  vessel.-^.  Captain  Hurlbert  of  the 
second  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  was  stationed  ou  board  one  of  thoni  with  twelve 
men,  armed  only  with  pistols  and  swords;  he  kept  his  men  concealed  till  the  enemy 
were  alongside,  when  he  gave  them  a  fire,  which  they  returned  and  killed  one  of  his 
men.  Captain  Hurlhcrt  finding  himself  surrounded,  ordered  his  men  to  jump  overboard 
and  make  for  the  shore,  which  they  did,  he  following:  the  enemy  Immediately  boarded 
and  set  flre  to  the  vessels,  but  were  obliged  Immediately  to  retire,  owing  to  the  severe 

7 
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imuHMliatolv  convcrKin^  witli  Colo's  Drake  «\:  Craiir  cm  tliis  Siil» 
jrct  «S:  without  ih'lay  to  transmit t  tiir  naincs  of  tlic  (icntliMiien 
who  may  hv  a^rt'cd  on  to  iiis  Excellency. 
Colo.  Thomas. 

flre  that  was  kept  up  by  the  dragoons  and  French  guard.  Captain  Hurlbert,  Captaln- 
Lleuleuant  Miles,  yuurtermaster  Shaylor,  and  others,  Jumped  Into  the  river  and  made 
for  the  Bloopa,  In  order  to  extinguish  the  Are,  which  they  did,  and  saved  the  vessels; 
while  in  the  water,  Captain  Hurlbert  received  a  musket  ball  through  the  thigh,  but 
Is  DOW  In  a  fair  way  to  do  well.  About  daylight.  General  Howe  arrived  with  a  division 
of  troops  and  some  artillery,  a  battery  was  opened  on  the  enemy,  which  obliged  them 
to  slip  their  cables  and  fall  down  the  river  about  two  miles,  where  they  continued 
till  Tue.sday  about  noon,  when  General  Howe  again  opened  a  battery  on  them,  and 
obliged  them  to  make  sail  up  the  river.  They  continued  near  Taller's  Point  till  near 
Thursday,  during  which  they  sent  their  gun-boats  on  shore,  and  burnt  the  elegant 
hcu'^e  of  Captain  Hubert,  at  Hdverstraw.  About  noon,  taking  advantage  of  a  fair 
wind  and  tide,  they  made  sail  and  stood  down  the  river.  When  coming  near  Dobbs' 
Ferry,  (where  the  Americans  had  erected  a  battery  of  two  eighteen-pounders,  two 
French  brass  twelve,  and  seven  half-Inch  howitzers,)  they  (Americans)  commenced  a 
heavy  fire  on  them  from  the  works,  on  both  sides  of  the  river;  the  British  returned 
the  flre,  but  did  not  the  least  damage.  The  largest  of  their  ships  sustained  the  greatest 
damage,  many  shot  were  flred  through  her,  and  one  of  our  shells  bursting  on  board 
her,  threw  them  Into  great  confusion;  eighteen  or  twenty  of  their  men  jumped  over- 
board, three  or  four  of  whom  swam  on  shore,  and  the  rest  are  supposed  to  be  drowned.* 


•New  Jersey  Gazette,  August  8.  General  Washington,  In  the  general  orders  of  July 
19,  notices  this  afTair  as  follows: — "  The  Commander-in-chief  Is  exceedingly  pleased 
with  tbe  conduct  of  Major-General  Howe,  for  marching  with  so  much  alacrity  and 
rapidity  to  the  defence  of  the  stores  at  Tarrytown.  and  repulsing  the  enemy  from 
thence.  He  requests  General  Howe,  and  all  the  ofTlcers  and  soldiers  of  the  American 
and  French  armies  who  were  employed  on  the  occasion,  to  accept  this  public  acknowl- 
edgment of  their  services. 

"  The  gallant  behavior  and  spirited  exertions  of  Colonel  Sheldon  and  Captain  Hurl- 
bert, of  the  2d  regiment  of  drauoons;  Captain-Lieutenant  Miles  of  the  artillery,  and 
Lieutenant  Shaylor  of  the  4th  Connecticut  regiment,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
troops.  In  extinguishing  the  flames  of  the  vessels  which  had  been  set  on  fire  by  the 
enemy,  and  preserving  the  whole  of  the  ordinance  and  stores  from  destruction,  entitle 
them  to  the  most  distinguished  notice  and  applause  of  their  general." 
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[No.  na'^o.i 

Cohun  I  lirintnn  I*iii)n    Offns  His  Srrriccs  In  I hr  Governor — The 
Situaliitn    .\<nth   of  S(II(iI<k/<i. 

Saratop^a,  July  21st,  1781. 

\U'Av  Ciov'r.  I  r«t'(l  your  Lcihr  wiili  tlic  l']ni'l()t>;(Ml  Orders 
and  shall  I>o  all  in  my  Tower  to  put  tluMu  in  Execution,  altho 
I  have  but  little  hoi>e  to  get  the  men  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Charlotte  County  have  rhosen  their  oflieers  by  order  of  Mr. 
Chitendrn.  I  see  by  your  Excellency's  Orders  a  (len'l  Invita- 
tion for  all  oflieers  that  are  willinj;  to  servo  in  Ihc  Ix'vies  to  Give 
in  their  names  and  Rank.  My  Name  and  Rank  you  Know.  1 
had  but  two  Reasons  for  not  serving;  in  the  first  Levies;  one 
was  I  expected  the  Grand  Army  would  attempt  to  take  New 
York,  which  if  they  did,  I  thought  I  could  be  of  some  service  in 
that  Quarter;  the  other  was  Mrs.  Paine  was  under  such  circum- 
stances that  1  could  not  leve  home,  but  hope  it  will  soon  be  so 
that  I  can  serve  either  way. 

Major  McKinstrv  will  inform  vou  that  our  scout  has  Discov- 
ered  a  sloop  on  Lake  (Jeorge.  We  expect  the  Enemy  Down 
soon;  Hope  you  will  grant  us  all  releaf  in  your  power;  the 
Troops  at  this  Garrison  have  been  very  short  for  Beef.  I  have 
purcha.sed  sum.  M.ijor  .McKinstry  soased  a  Drove  last  night 
from  one  .Mr.  W'olcott,  said  to  be  purchased  for  the  French 
army,  which  he  will  rjjve  you  an  acompt.  If  there  is  no  one 
better,  and  I  can  take  post  at  this  Garrison  for  the  tirst  part 
of  the  Six  Months  1  can  serve  you. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest  Esteem  Your  Excelencys  Most  obedi- 
aiif  I liim'b  S<*rv'f 
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[No.  3837.] 

Printer  London   Advocates   the   Cause  of   the  Post  Riders   to   the 
Governor — The  Latter^ s  Reply. 

Fish  Kill,  21st  July  1781. 

Sir,  The  bearer  being  returned  from  New  York,  in  the  hopes 
of  being  exchanged  for  Doct'r  Taller,  1  wish  your  Excellency 
would  use  your  influence  to  obtain  his  immediate  exchange. 

The  Post  Master  General  has  informed  by  letter  last  week 
that  the  Post-Riders  are  to  be  allowed  no  Wages,  nor  any  con- 
sideration for  their  losses  after  they  fell  into  the  Enemy's 
hands.  This  is  extremely  hard.  Who  will  serve  in  that  busi- 
ness if  they  are  to  be  so  treated?  Montanye,  who  was  first 
taken  has  a  family;  he  lost  his  Horse,  saddle  and  bridle.  Wat- 
son, the  bearer,  was  plundered  of  the  little  cash  he  had,  like- 
wise he  lost  his  several  other  things;  besides  both  were  exposed 
to  very  considerable  expences  in  the  Provo  in  Now  York,  &c. 
These  matters  ought  to  be  considered,  and  the  men  ought  not 
to  be  left  unnoticed  nor  unpaid.  It  sours  their  spirits,  and 
renders  them  rather  indifferent  about  our  cause.  One  of  them 
says  if  he  is  obliged  to  return  to  the  enemy  he  will  not  return 
back  again.  The  other  says  he  will  never  engage  in  public 
employ  when  such  flagrant  injustice  is  done  him,  after  all  that 
he  has  suffered.  I  will  write  to  the  Post  office  Committee  in 
Philadelphia  to  urge  their  considering  this  matter.  If  your 
excellency  can  do  anything  for  them,  it  is  my  sinccu'c  wish  that 
you  would  do  what  you  can  for  them  soon.  I  am,  witli  senti- 
ments of  sincere  respect,  Your  Excellency's  most  Ob't  serv't 

S.  Loudon 


1"L*  IM  iii.ic   Papkiis  or  nKouuw  ('linton. 

OOVEKNOR   rMNTON's   RkPI.Y. 

Sir,  I  have  vvcW  your  IctU'r  of  the  L'lsl  \)\  Mr.  Watson.  1 
would  wish  with  all  my  Tloart  to  <^tToct  his  ExclianfT'*,  hnt  1 
cannot  consistently  consent  to  jjjivc  Mr.  Tall«  r  in  cxchanf^c  for 
him  while  Capt.  Townscnd  iS:  several  otlnu-  of  our  Citizens  who 
were  taken  lon<]:  before  him,  remain  Prisoners  in  close  confine- 
ment with  the  Enemy,  and  especially  as  I  have  reason  to  think 
Mr.  Teller's  lmi)ortance  with  the  Enemy  e(|uals  that  of  Mr. 
Townsends  with  us.  Mr.  Watson's  loss  of  his  Horse  &  Time 
is  undoubtedly  a  great  Hardship  for  which  the  Public  ought  to 
compensate  him. 


[No.  3838.] 

Major  John  McKinstry  Seizes  Cattle  frmn  a  Suspected  Speculator 
and  so  Reports  to  Governor  Clinton — The  Governor's  Reply, 

Saratoga,  July  22d  1781. 

Sir,  We  have  yesterday  made  seizure  of  Ten  Head  Cattle  & 
Thirty  Four  Sheep  which  were  purchased  in  &  about  Still  Water 
1^'  Wire  driving  out  of  the  State.  The  person  pretends  he  pur- 
chased them  for  Capt.  Williams  who  is  Tuiployed  by  the  French 
Agent,  but  has  no  written  Instructions  from  the  Agent  or  from 
Capt.  Williams,  if  he  had  both  I  Sliould  Esteme  the  Cattle  for- 
feit unless  he  had  your  permission  to  purcliasc^  within  the  State. 
The  Cattle  &  Sheep  are  a  very  seasonable  supi)ly  for  this  Gar- 
rison, who  have  not  had  a  pound  of  fresh  beef  these  five  weeks, 
but  what  has  bem  taken  from  the  Inhabitants  of  this  X'icinitj 
by  impress. 

The  [MTSon  I  suppose  to  be  no  other  than  one  of  those  specu- 
lators who  have  given  us  so  much  trouble  i^-  have  so  much 
inhanced  the  price  of  provisions,  &  can  be  considered  in  no  other 
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light  than  a  flagrant  violator  of  our  Laws— he  is  gone  from  here 
I  suppose  with  a  determination  to  apply  to  you  for  an  order  to 
regain  his  property.  1  am  under  no  apprehension  from  that, 
as  I  am  Convinced  you  will  not  knowingly  suffer  the  Laws  to  be 
violated  with  impunity.  1  could  wish  to  have  your  Instructions 
Respecting  this  matter  as  speedily  as  possible.  1  am  with  much 
Respect  Your  Excellencys  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

John  McKinstry, 

P.  S.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  if  there  be  anything  done  for 
the  further  incouragement  of  the  3  Year's  men — if  a  small  sum 
of  money  was  granted  in  lieu  of  Part  of  the  Land  the  men  would 
be  recruited  Immediately  or  only  the  Bounty,  which  must  be 
given  to  raise  3  Month  men  in  addition  to  the  present  Incourage- 
ment the  men  would  be  raised. 

J.  McK 
Governor  Clinton. 

Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

Poughkeepsio,  July  26th  17S1. 

Sir,  I  have  rec'd  your  letter  of  the  22d  Inst  and  a  few  minutes 
lifter  the  Person  from  whom  you  seized  the  Cattle  &  Sl^oop 
waited  on  me  with  a  Letter  from  Colo.  Wads  worth  (a  (^opy  of 
which  i^s  enclosed). 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that,  however  neecss'y  it  may 
be  to  impress  Provisions  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  there  is  no  hiw 
prohibiting  the  purchasing  &  removing  of  Cattle  witliin  this 
State,  and  that  the  Instructions  accompanying  my  impress  N\'ar- 
rants  forbid  the  taking  any  which  shall  appear  to  be  procured 
for  tlie  use  of  the  Fr(Mich  Army  &  Navy.  I  think  at  the  same 
time  the  Conduct  of  the  Person  (from   whom    you  seized    the 
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Cattlr)  in  ^oiiij;  to  so  remote  a  ])nrt  of  tlio  State  without  proper 
writicii  autlioiiiv  A:  where  our  own  Troops  were  distre^^sed  for 
fciuhsistance  just  itied  ;i  snsjiicion  llial  lie  intended  theni  for  some 
iini)roi)er  use.  hut  it  now  a|)])ears  that  tins  is  not  the  Case. 

I  am  sorrv  t(»  liear  of  the  Enemy's  havinji^  a  vessel  on  Lake 
Georpe.  It  undoubtedly  for(d)odes  an  intention  of  makinj^  In- 
cursions into  the  Country;  which  I  must  recommend  to  you  to 
LMiard  a^'t.  bv  everv  means  in  vour  Power. 

Tlie  Ix'gishiture  rose  without  making  any  further  l*rovision 
for  recruiting  the  3  years  Levies.  From  the  Returns  I  have  re- 
ceived it  appears  only  seven  men  were  actually  recruited  &  mus- 
tered which  is  very  discouraging.     I  am 


[No.  3839.] 
lAeutaxant  Pcnderson  Ordered  to  Fishkill  to  Receive  Ijcvies. 

Oeu'l  Orders,  Tokeepsie,  23d  July  1781. 
Lieut  'John  I'enderson  will  attend  at  Fishkill  immediately  & 
assist  in  receiving  the  lA'vies  there.     On  his  arrival  he  will  apply 
to  the  Officer  there  for  Directions. 


[No.  3840.] 

Governor  Clinton  Asmres  Robert  Morris  that  Xew  York  will  Yield 
Complianee   with    the    Requisitions    of    Conynss    Kquul    to    Her 

Abilities  and  Resources. 

Ponj^hkeepsie,  July  'Jl'rd,  17S1. 

Sir,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  I>etter  of  the  Gth 
Inst  previous  to  which,  in  June  last,  I  had  convened  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State  principjilly  with  a  View  of  alTord'g  them  an 
opi>ortunity  of  making  such  further  Pro\isinn  as  might  be  cr»n- 
ceived  oecessary  for  yielding  the  most  j)erfect  Compliance  with 
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the  Requisitions  of  Congress.  How  far  the  Measures  they  have 
adopted  will  effect  this  Purpose  I  am  not  able,  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiarly distressed  situation  of  the  State,  to  determine  with  pre- 
cision, but  I  can  venture  to  assure  you.  Sir,  that  they  are  fully 
equal  to  the  Abilities  &  Resources  of  the  State  &  that  the  strict- 
est attention  will  be  paid  in  carrying  them  into  execution.  Mr. 
L'hommedieu  who  is  a  Member  of  our  Assembly  now  on  his  way 
to  Congress,  will  deliver  you  this  and  be  able  to  give  you  more 
particular  Information  on  this  subject.  I  am  &c  &c. 
The  hon'ble  Rob't  Morris,  Esqr.  Superintendent  of  Finance. 


[No.  3841.] 

Colonel  James  Bruy^n  Congratulates  the  Governor  on  Colonel  Willefs 

Victory. 

Kingston,  July  23rd  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  Though  I  could  not  but  regret  the  loss  and  unhappy 
fate  of  the  two  worthy  Officers,  Elsworth  and  McKean,  a  few 
days  since  I  was  made  happy  by  the  Account  which  Colo.  WilU'tt 
brought  to  Albany  of  an  Action  he  had  with  a  superior  Number 
of  the  Enemy  in  which  the  latter  were  pretty  severely  handled; 
it  is  said  their  Loss  consisted  of  not  less  than  00  killed  and 
wounded,  when  that  of  ours  was  only  5  killed  and  a  few  woumled; 
the  Success  of  this  Engagement  will  no  doubt  be  attended  with 
great  good  Consequences  and  1  congratulate  your  Excellency 
upon  the  Occasion. 

As  I  am  informed  of  your  Intentions  to  visit  the  Army,  down 
towards  New  York*  in  the  beginning  of  next  Month  and  having 

•Diary  of  a.  French  ofTlccr  from  June  U   to  August  24,   1781,   presumed   to  be  that  of 
Baron  Cromot  du  Bourg,   aide  to  Rochambcau. 

From    Providence   to    King's    Ferry. 

JUNE 
Juno  14 — I  left  (Boston)  In  the  evening  for  Providence,  and  slept  at  Dhcdoni  (Ucdham) 
where   I    found    the    reinforcement  of   seven    hundred   men   which   came    by   the   convoy, 
and  wero  on  theli'  way  to  join  the  army;  for  want  of  a  bed  I  settled  myself  on  a  chair. 
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been  anxious  myself  to  see  it  since  my  return  from  TiOnp  Isliind, 
I  slioiild  be  liappy  in  tlie  Honor  of  escorting;  you  provided  your 
Excellency  has  nol  already  a  sullicient  number  of  (Jompaiiy  en- 
^'aped  to  attend  you. 

I  am,  Dr  Sir,  with  the  j^^reatest  Esteem  and  Resi)eet  Your  Most 
Obedient  and  Humble  Serv't 
His  Excell'y.  Geo.  Clinton. 

June  1&— I  left  at  four  o'clock  In  the  morning  for  Providence,  where  I  arrived  at 
eleven.  There  I  found  the  army  encamped,  as  I  have  staled,  since  the  eleventh. 
Providence  is  a  pretty  enough  little  town,  quite  a  business  place  before  the  war;  there 
Is  nothing  of  interest  in  it  except  an  extremely  beautiful  hospital.  Two  rivers  meet 
there  and  flow  together  to  the  sea. 

June  16-17-18—1  remained  there.  The  fir.st  division,  or  rather  the  first  regiment,  that 
of  Liourbonnais,  with  M.  de  Uochembeau  and  M.  de  Chatelus,  encamped  in  the  evening 
at  Waterman's  tavern;  we  found  the  roads  very  bad,  and  our  artillery  had  great 
difllculty   In   following  us.    The  troops   nrurched   very   badly   this  day. 

Side  Note.— The  18  the  Bourbonnais  marched  (M.  de  Kochambeau);  the  19  Deux  Ponts 
(M.  de  Viomenil,  Baron);  the  20,  Soissonois  (Count  de  Viomeuil);  the  21,  Saintouge 
(M.  de  Custine). 

March   of  15  miles. 

June  19 — We  continued  our  route,  and  came  to  Plainfleld,  the  roads  still  quite  bad, 
many  stragglers;  the  baggage  and  artillery  arrived;  there  is  at  Plainfleld  a  superb 
position  for  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  men;  it  is  beyond  the  village  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  on  the  Road   from  Providence. 

Side   Note.— March   of    15   miles. 

June  20— We  came  to  Windham.  The  village  Is  very  pretty,  and  there  is  also  a  very 
fine  position  this  side  of  Windham,  about  a  mile  distant.  The  troops  marched  much 
better.  The  baggage  arrived  very  late  because  of  the  bad  roads.  A  very  fine  river 
flows  by  here. 

Side  Note. — Nine  men  deserted  from  the  regiment  of  Solssonnols  and  one  from  Royal 
Deux   Ponts. 

March  of  15  miles. 

June  21— We  came  to  Bolton  with  the  greatest  difficulty  imaginable,  so  frightful 
were  the  roads.  The  country  all  the  way  from  Providence  Is  covered  with  woods.  At 
I'olton   the  view   is   very   pleasing. 

Side  Note.— The  host  of  M.  de  Rochambeau  was  a  minister  at  least  six  feet  three 
Inches  in  height.  This  man,  whose  name  was  Cotton,  offered  the  wife  of  a  granadier 
to  adopt  her  child,  to  secure  his  fortune  and  to  give  her  for  herself  thirty  Louis  la 
money.     She  repeatedly  refused. 

June  22 — We  reached  Hartford  easily  enough;  the  road  although  heavy,  was  even. 

Fide  Note.— We  recelv»»d  news  whirh  Informed  us  that  the  Stanislas  was  the  only 
vcvni  of  the  convoy  which   had  not  arrived. 

»--We  halted  there  to  re.«t  the  troops  and  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  to 
ll*  '■■  nnd  baggage.     Hartford  is  quite  a  considerable  place,  divided  by  the  River 

of  ih«  me,   large  enough  for  ve.Hscl8  of  some  size.    One  of  the  banks  Is  called 

East   li    '   - 

June  24— In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  see  a  charming  spot  called  Weathersfleld,  four 
miles  from  East  Hartford.  It  would  be  Impossible  to  find  prettier  houses  and  a  more 
beautiful  view.  I  went  up  Into  the  steeple  of  the  church  and  saw  the  richest  country 
I  *'n  In  America.     From  this  spot  you  can  see  for  fifty  miles  around. 

Manh  of  12  miles. 

June  Z5— In  the  morning  the  nrmy  resumed  Its  march  to  reach  Farmington.  The 
country  '-  mf,r«»  op«n  than  that  we  had  passed  over  sinre  our  departure,  and  the  road 
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fine  enough.  The  village  is  considerable,  and  the  position  of  the  camp,  which  is  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  it,  was  one  of  the  most  fortunate  we  had  as  yet  occupied. 

Side  Note. — March  of  13  miles. 

June  20— In  the  morning  we  went  to  Baron's  Tavern;  the  day's  march  was  not 
fatiguing;  the  roads  were  very  fine. 

June  27 — We  left  in  the  morning  for  Breakneck,  which  we  had  the  greatest  diflBculty 
in  reaching.  The  roads  being  difficult  because  of  the  mountains,  our  artillery  was 
greatly  delayed,  and  only  arrived  at  nightfall. 

Side  Note. — Breakneck  is  the  English  for  Casse-cou;  it  well  deserves  the  name  from 
its  difficult  approach.  The  village  is  frightful  and  without  resources.  I  noticed  some 
mills,   by  means  of  which  several  planks  are  sawed  at  the  same  time. 

March  of  13  miles. 

June  28 — We  went  to  Newtown,  the  first  four  miles  which  we  marched-  were  like  those 
of  the  evening  before,  but  the  rest  were  fine  enough.  We  arrived  in  good  season, 
our  baggage  also. 

Side  Note. — We  saw  on  the  road  several  trees  not  known  in  France;  the  tulip  tree, 
the  bunch  cherry,   etc. 

In  the  evening  an  Aid-de-Camp  of  General  Washington  arrived  at  Head-Quarters, 
who   told  us  that  the  American  Array   opened  the  campaign  on   the  2Gth. 

June  29-30— We  halted  at  Newtown,  and  should  not  have  left  it  until  the  2d  of  July 
but  for  the  orders  which  M.  de  Rochambeau  received  from  General  Washington  to 
hasten  his  march. 

Side  Note. — Newtown  is  a  place  of  small  importance;  all  its  inhabitants  are  poor. 
Our  camp  was  verv  well  placed  there. 

Five  men  of  Bourbonnois  deserted. 

March  of  15  miles. 

JULY. 

July  1 — We  left  very  early  in  the  morning  in  order  to  reach  Bridgebury,  but  instead 
of  marching  by  regiments  we  were  formed  into  brigades  and  marched  in  this  order. 
In  the  evening  news  arrived  from  the  American  general,  which  again  changed  our 
plans,  for,  instead  of  marching  to  Crampon  (Crompond)  as  we  had  proposed. 

July  2— In  the  morning  we  left  for  Betfort  (Bedford).  The  Legion  of  Lauzun,  which 
up  to  that  point  had  marched  to  the  left  of  us,  joined  us  there;  we  took  a  position 
from  which  it  was  impossible  to  drive  us.  Our  camp  this  side  of  Betford  (Bedford). 
The  granadiers  and  chasseurs  beyond  the  village,  and  the  legion  of  Lauzun  in  advance, 
and  we  had  still  further  in  front  of  us  one  hundred  and  sixty  American  dragoons. 
Washington  arrived  and  encamped  his  army  a  few  miles  to  the  right  of  us.  From 
this  moment  we  may  consider  our  campaign  is  opened;  we  are  distant  at  the  furtherest 
fifteen  leagues  from  New  York.  We  learned  on  arriving  at  Betford  (.Bedford)  that 
the  evening  before  a  party  of  English  dragoons  burned  some  houses  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  village,  which  had  itself  been  badly  used  some  little  time  before.  This  is 
a  very  small  place,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  we  could  find  room  for  the  small 
headquarters  of  our  first  division.  Our  generals  only  found  lodgings,  and  those  horrible. 
In  the  evening  the  Legion  of  Lauzun  left  for  Morrlsania  with  orders  to  surprise 
Delancy's  Corps  if  possible. 

Side  Note. — The  second  division  left  the  same  day  to  march  from  Newtown  to  Rich- 
bury.     (Ridgcbury.) 

We  had  trouble  enough  to  bring  up  ail  our  baggage,  there  being  some  mountains, 
and  the  day's  march  very  long. 

March  of  19  miles. 

July  3 -The  army  marthod  to  North  Castle,  where  it  cnnipod  in  an  exi-ollcnt  position, 
although  less  military  that  that  of  yesterday.  Our  Second  Brigade  joined  us  in  the 
afternoon;  it  made  twenty  miles  in  this  day's  march,  and  has  not  had  one  day's  rest 
since  leaving  Providence.  It  is  impossible  to  march  better  than  it  has  done  the  entire 
distance,  or  to  show  greater  willlngncs.<?.  It  is  true  that  Messieurs  de  Custlne  and  the 
Vlcomte  do  Nonillos  sot  the  example  by  marching  the  entire  distance  on  foot  at  the 
head  of  their  regiments. 

Side  Note.— A  fine  march  of  5  miles. 

July  4-5 — Wo  halted  the  I  and  o  at  North  Castlo.  to  whiih  plaro  Messieurs  de  Fersen 
and  do  Vaubaii.  to  whom  M.  do  Uocluunboau  had  given  permission  to  follow  the  Legion, 
returned;  th(\v  told  us  that  Delancy's  Corps,  which  they  had  expected  to  surprise  at 
Morrlsania.    was  at   Williamsbrldgo.   and   Informed  of  our  approach,   for  at  the  moment 
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they  appeared  they  saw  nbout  three  thousniid  RiiKli^^h  dobouch  In  several  column?, 
wuli'b  compelled  thoni  to  rcoross  a  Htreani,  and  fnll  Into  lino  of  baltlo  behind  Uencral 
LIncolD.  who  was  In  charge  of  another  expedition,  which  wan  not  Buccessful,  lowing 
four  men  kllletl  nnd  flfleen  or  sixteen  wounded.  The  Legion  flrpd  a  few  shots,  but  there 
was  no  one  killed  or  wounded. 

July  5— GoiiernI  WashlnRlou  caino  to  «eo  M.  de  Hochnmbonu.  Notified  of  his  approach, 
we  mounted  our  horses  and  went  out  to  meet  him.  He  received  us  with  the  nfTabiilty 
which  Is  natural  to  him  and  depicted  on  his  countenance.  He  Is  a  very  fine  looking 
man,  but  did  not  surprise  me  as  much  as  I  expected  from  the  descriptions  I  had  hoard 
of  him.  His  physiognomy  Is  noble  In  the  highest  degree,  and  his  manners  are  those 
of  one  perfectly  accustomed  to  society,  quite  a  rare  thing  certainly  In  America.  He 
paid  a  visit  to  our  camp,  dined  with  us,  and  later  wo  escorted  him  several  miles  od 
his  return     and  took  leave  of  him. 

July  6 — We  left  very  early  In  the  morning  to  make  a  junction  with  the  American 
Army,  and  encamped  on  the  White  Plains  at  Phlllpsburg;  wo  had  already  suffered 
terribly  on  our  Journey  from  the  excessive  heat  of  this  country,  but  It  Is  Impossible 
to  be  more  troubled  by  it  than  we  were  this  last  day.  More  than  four  hundred 
soldiers  dropped  down,  unable  to  march  further,  but  by  halts  and  care  all  reached 
their  haven  at  last,  and  we  went  into  camp,  our  right  resting  on  the  left  of  the 
American  Army  In  a  perfectly  good  position  where  we  would  be  extremely  glad  to 
Lave  M.   Clinton  come  to  seek  us. 

Side  Note. —  March  of  17  miles;  quite  fine  road,  except  some  high  hill  sides  as  we 
arrived. 

The  baggage  and  artillery  arrived  very   late. 

Three  men  of  Dcux-Ponts  deserted. 

July  7-8 — The  mornings  were  passed  in  an  exchange  of  friendly  visits.  In  the  after- 
noon of  the  8th  General  Washington  reviewed  the  two  armies;  we  went  first  to  the 
American  Army,  which  may  have  amounted  to  four  thousand  and  some  hundred  men 
at  the  most.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  In  as  good  order  as  possible  for  an  army  com- 
posed of  men  without  uniforms  and  with  narrow  resources.  The  Rhode  Island  regiment, 
among  others,  is  extremely  flue.  We  went  thence  to  the  French  army,  which,  though 
unpretending,  has  quite  another  style.  The  Americans  admit  it;  they  all  seemed  to  be 
delighted  as  well  as  their  General. 

Side  Note.— There  are  a  great  number  of  negroes  in  the  army,  and  some  very  young 
men. 

July  10 — In  evening  the  Romulus  and  three  frigates,  which  left  Newport  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Vlllebrune.  came  down  the  Sound  as  far  as  Huntington  bay.  The 
guard  ship,  which  Is  supposed  to  carry  44  guns,  withdrew  on  their  approach,  and  the 
other  small  vessels  fled  up  the  bay.  The  Pilots,  who  little  understood  their  business, 
did  not  dare  to  go  In  at  nlsht.  which  prevented  M.  Dangcly,  who  had  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men  under  his  command  on  board,  from  making  a  night  landing  at  Oyster  Bay 
point,  where  the  fort  of  Lhoyd"s  (Lloyd's)  Neck  Is.  and  caused  him  to  postpone  his 
operations  until  the  morning  of  the  next  day.  He  executed  the  plan  but  found  the 
fort  more  strongly  held  than  he  expected,  and  Its  defences  quite  different  from  what 
he  had  been  Informed:  he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  after  a  sharp  cannonade  and  a 
severe  musketry  Are;  he  had  four  men  wounded,  and  reembarked.  having  totally 
failed   In   his  movement. 

July  II— Wo  vi  Legion  of  I>auzun.  which  Is  encamped  at  Chaterton  (Chatter- 

ton)    Hill,    two  m  !it  on   our  left.     The  Americans  were  quite  as  much   plcu'-ed 

with  it  as  with  the  re.«t  of  the  army. 

July  12— M.  de  Rorhambeau  went  to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  three  miles  from  headquarters, 
directly  on  the  rlsht  of  the  American  army.  I  accompanied  him.  and  at  last  had  a 
r>u-ht  of  thin  '  North  River.    It  Is  about  two  miles  wide  at  this  point.    The  shor* 

o;  • -^i-lf**    to    t  :i    which    we   were    Is   covered    with    steop    rocks   and    woods.     The 

A  <   were  at    this  very   moment  busy   In  the  construction    at   Dobbs'   Ferry   of  a 

l:  and   two  batteries  beneath   It,   I  do  not  know  of  how  many   pieces;  we  after- 

wards made  the  rounds  of  the  parks  of  tbe  two  armies,   and   found   them  all   in   th« 
best  pos.««lble  order. 

SIdo  Note— We  received  news  that  the  Stanislas,  the  only  vessel  of  the  convoy  which 
did   not   arrive,   had   been  raptured. 

July  14— The  weather  was  frightful;  that  Is  It  rained  very  hard:  I  went  with  M. 
d«  Rochambeau   to  dine  with   General   Lincoln,   where  aUo   were  General  Washington, 
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Messrs.  de  Viomenil,  de  Chatelux  and  de  Lauzun.  There  were  conferences  enough  to 
give  me  the  impression  that  within  a  very  short  time  some  movement  will  be  made; 
in  fact  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  M.  de  Rochembeau  made  his  preparations  for 
a  march.  The  first  brigade,  the  heavy  Artillery  and  the  Legion  received  orders  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  leave;  the  Retraite  was  to  serve  for  the  signal  to  move, 
but  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  moment  of  leaving,  the  order  was  countermanded 
by  General  Washington,  who  it  seems  thought  the  weather  too  bad.  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  was  the  real  reason,  nor  do  I  know  what  was  the  purpose  of  the  march, 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  rain  had  fallen  so  heavily  all  the  afternoon  that  it  would 
have   been   difficult  to  march  the   troops. 

July  15— Caused  us  In  one  way  more  regret  than  the  preceding  day— from  the  counter- 
manding order  of  the  day  before  we  were  expected  to  march  from  one  moment  to 
another;  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  had  heard  several  cannon  shots  in  the 
direction  of  Tarrytown,  followed  immediately  after  by  a  musketry  fire.  The  Marquis 
de  Laval  caused  the  alarm  to  be  beaten  in  the  camp;  two  signal  guns  were  fired  by 
the  artillery.  As  I  was  certain  that  the  General  had  sent  no  order,  I  did  not  doubt 
for  an  instant  that  is  was  a  signal  agreed  upon,  or  that  the  camp  was  attacked,  but 
the  mountain  brought  forth  a  mouse;  it  was  a  false  alarm.  M.  de  Rochambeau 
mounted  his  horse  and  rode  to  the  camp  to  call  in  the  troops.  We  were  all  in  on 
our  side,  but  hardly  arrived  when  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Washington  came  to 
ask  M.  de  Rochambeau  two  hundred  men,  six  twelve  pounders  and  six  howitzers  to 
go  to  Tarrytown,  to  which  point  two  English  frigates  had  come  up.  General  How 
(Howe)  marched  from  his  side  with  the  Americans,  but  hardly  were  our  troops  and 
artillery  ready  to  leave,  when  I  was  myself  sent  with  counter  orders,  and  all  returned 
to  camp;    for  what  reason  I  do  not  know,   General   Howe  continued   his   march. 

July  16 — At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  fire  from  the  frigates  at  Tarrytown  caused 
a  repetition  of  the  error  of  the  night  before.  It  was  supposed  that  the  two  cannon 
shots  were  fired  by  the  American  Army,  but  this  error  was  soon  repaired.  At  half 
past  five  an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Washington  arrived  and  asked  for  two  twelve 
pounders  and  two  howitzers  to  march  to  Tarrytown;  as  I  was  on  duty  I  awakened 
M.  de  Rochambeau,  who  directed  me  to  carry  the  order  to  M.  Daboville,  and  told  me 
at  the  same  time  to  take  this  artillery  to  Tarrytown.  I  confess  that  I  was  enchanted; 
it  was  the  first  occasion  upon  which  I  could  hope  to  hear  the  sound  of  cannon.  I 
carried  the  order  immediately.  At  seven  o'clock  the  artillery  was  ready  and  left.  We 
arrived  at  Tarrytown  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  found  the  two  frigates  and  a  galley  still 
there.  During  the  night  they  had  captured  a  small  vessel,  laden  with  flour  and  cloth- 
ing for  Sheldon's  Dragoons,  and  they  had  put  nearly  all  their  crews  into  their  boats 
to  attempt  a  descent  and  carry  off  the  rest  of  the  supplies  which  were  at  Tarrytown; 
but  a  sergeant  of  the  Regiment  of  Soissonnois  who  was  there  with  twelve  men  kept 
up  so  brisk  and  direct  a  fire  that  he  prevented  the  landing:  a  half  hour  later  the 
Americans  arrived,  who  lost  a  sergeant  and  had  one  of  their  officers  severely  wounded. 
On  our  arrival  the  Americans  placed  two  eighteen  pounders  on  the  right  of  Tarry- 
town, and  we  placed  ours  on  the  left.  We  fired  a  hundred  cannon  balls,  which  must 
have  done  them  some  injuiy,  as  we  saw  several  of  them  strike  on  board.  In  fact 
we  compelled  them  to  withdraw;  they  only  replied  to  us  by  some  balls,  which  passed 
extremely  near  our  ears,  near  (Miou.nh  to  cause  several  persons  to  dodge,  but  which 
did  no  barm.  One  ball  struck  a  half  foot  beneath  one  of  our  pieces  in  the  barbette 
of  the  battery,  and  threw  the  dirt  abo\it  our  heads;  I  was  enabled  to  judge  from  what 
I  saw  that  these  gentlemen  are  brutal  enough,  but  less  dangerous  than  they  appear. 
Tarrytown  is  four  miles  above  Dobbs'  Fcny,  and  the  river  is  a  little  wider  there. 
Near  Tarrytown  begins  the  Tapan  Sea  or  the  Sea  of  Tapan  (Tappaan).  It  is  so  called 
because  at  this  place  the  river  widens' considerably. 

July  17— In  the  afternoon  I  was  between  Tarry-town  and  Dobbs-Ferry  where  I 
again  found  the  two  frigates  which  I  had  left  the  evening  before;  they  had  just  flred 
some  cannon  shot  ai;:iin  and  roroivod  sonic,  but  tluMc  was  no  danger  in  it;  they  went 
up  in  the  evening  above  Tarrytown. 

Side  Note.— On  the  morning  of  the  17  the  Legion  left  its  camp  to  march  to  Bed- 
House  (Bedford). 

The  night  of  the  17  to  IS  M.  Nortcnian  nn  officer  of  Lauzun's  Legion  while  on  a 
patrol  with  six  hussars  was  killed  by  some  of  Dclancoy's  Dragoons;  several  pistol 
shots  were  exchanged.  The  Infantry  advanced  to  support  the  hussars  but  the  enemy 
disappeared   under  cover  of  the  woods  and   of   the   night. 

Side   Note.— At   the   moment   when    the   officer   was   killed   his  horse   returned   at   full 


111!  Prill. IC    rAI'KKS    OF    (iK(tlJ<;i:    ('mnton. 

gallop  to  tho  I.cKlon.  The  hupsars  on  vldotte  cried  out  to  him  three  times  qui  vlve, 
and  for  v«>ry  Rood  rouKOua  received  no  reply,  llred  and  killed  tho  horne  stone  dead. 
July  IS -M.  do  Ilochnmbeau  nindo  a  reconnois^anip  doho  up  to  New  Vork  but  ho 
could  not  take  us  with  hlni;  hence  I  cannot  think  of  this  day  without  tho  deepest 
regret. 

Side  Note.— They  saw  all  the  works  of  tho  enemy  on  York  Island,  and  perfectly  dis- 
tinguished five  or  six  little  camps  which  supported  them,  tho  larKO.st  of  which  was  of 
two  battalions. 

July  r.>  Tho  Kriuatos  which  w«^ro  bctwren  Tanytown  ami  Dobbs-Fcrry  came  down 
to  make  Klnns'""l«Ue  ;  thry  were  sharply  cannonndtMl  on  tlu'lr  pns.snf;*' ;  two  shells  thrown 
on  board  .'•et  flro  to  one  of  these  vessels,  and  one  of  the  prisoners  they  had  made  on 
the  night  of  the  15  to  ICi.  takins  advantage  of  this  moment  of  disturbance,  jumped 
luto  the  water  and  came  to  us;  he  told  us  that  they  had  lost  several  men  by  the 
different  cannonades.  1  hope  that  this  little  lesson  will  give  these  English  gentlemen 
a  dista.ste  for  this  kind  of  plea-^^antry. 
Side    Note.— Two  spies  were   arrested   In   the  camp,    both   French. 

July  21— In  the  evening  the  Retralte  served  as  a  general  signal  for  moving,  as  It 
was  to  have  done  on  the  14.  The  first  Brigade,  the  granadiers  and  chasseurs  of  the 
four  reglmenl.s.  marched.  The  American  division  under  General  Lincoln  al>o  left  Its 
camp.    We  marched  all   night. 

Side  Note.— The  Legion  of  Lauzun  marched  on  its  side  also,  so  that  the  army  moved 
In  three  columns. 
The    .Marquis   de   Chatelux   commanded    this   detachment. 

July  22 — We  arrived  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  upon  the  brow  of  the  hill  which 
overlooks  Klngsbridge.  We  were  ten  hours  on  the  march,  the  roads  being  very  bad 
and  the  artillery  following  with  difilculty.  I  imagine  the  surprise  of  the  English  to 
have  been  considerable  when  they  saw  us  arrive,  for  they  could  have  had  no  idea  of 
our  march.  The  American  army  and  ours  made  a  junction  four  miles  above  Kings- 
bridge.  I  was  astonished  at  the  manner  in  which  they  marched;  a  perfect  silence 
and  order  reigned;  to  which  they  added  the  greatest  possible  celerity.  The  two  armies 
drew  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  heights  beyond  Kingsbridgc,  as  I  have  described,  tho 
Americans  took  the  right,  a  battalion  of  Grenadiers  was  posted  on  a  little  eminence 
beyond  the  left,  which  we  held.  Several  English  dragoons  came  out  immediately  to 
reconnoitre  us  and  send  us  a  few  musket  balls;  the  difTerent  forts  saluted  us  also 
with  a  few  cannon  shot,  but  they  did  us  no  harm.  An  American  regiment  was  sent 
forward  to  capture  a  Redoubt,  and  marched  under  fire  of  the  cannon  in  the  best 
style  possible;  one  of  their  officers  had  his  thigh  taken  off  by  a  ball.  After  having 
reconnoitred  the  position  in  front  of  us,  M.  de  Rochambeau  and  his  E.xccllency  crossed 
the  Harlem  River  to  take  a  look  at  the  opposite  side.  In  this  little  reconnoissance 
there  was  again  a  slight  cannonade.  Thence  they  recrossed  the  river,  took  up  the 
route  of  the  morning,  and  pushing  forward,  reconnoitred  the  length  of  the  Island  as 
far  as  New  York.  Some  Frigates  In  the  North  River  al.so  sent  them  a  few  shot;  they 
then  fell  back  upon  Morrlsanla.  where  the  cannonade  and  musketry  fire  was  repeated 
with  a  little  more  vigor.  The  count  dc  Damas  had  a  horse  killed  under  him;  four 
refugees  were  taken. 

M.  de  Roi-hambeau  then  returned  to  camp,  after  having  been  twenty-four  hours  on 
horseback. 

July  23 — At  half-past  five  In  the  morning  we  mounted  again  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance of  a  part  of  Long  Island  which  is  separated  from  the  continent  by  the  Sound; 
neveral  vexxels  which  were  there  flred  upon  us  without  doing  us  any  barm.  We 
returned  thence  to  Morrlsanla  to  examine  again  a  part  of  the  Island  on  our  way  back. 
I  need  not  mention  the  sang  frold  of  General  WashlnKton,  It  Is  well  known:  but  this 
gront  man  Is  a  thousand  times  more  noble  and  splendid  at  the  head  of  his  army 
tha:i   at  any  other  time. 

Side  Note.  -We  pa<«Ked  tho  morning  at  We.'tcho.stcr  Creek,  ond  on  our  return  we 
found  a  little  Englliib  vessel  which  the  Americans  had  set  fire  to.  The  tide  had  risen 
since  we  crossed  and  the  current  was  very  strong.  The  dragoons  who  served  as  escort 
to  General  Washington  all  swam  over.  We  bad  unsaddled  our  horses  and  crosred  on 
the   parapet  of  a   broken   bridge. 

I  cannot  help  remarking  that  to  my  great  surprls«  many  depredations  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Fronrh.  The  hussars  ptllaKod  many  houses,  and  even  the  grenadiers 
and  chasjieurs  had  a  hand  In  It.  This  conduct  was  severely  censured,  and  they  were 
punlnhed  by  several  hundred  blows  of     the  stick. 
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July  24 — Two   men  of  Lauzun's   Legion   deserted. 

July  26—1  went  to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  where  I  found  the  Redoubt,  which  I  had  seen  begun, 
completed;  it  was  built  by  M.  Duportail,  and  with  the  greatest  possible  care.  The 
Batteries  begun  were  also  completed;  that  for  cannon  can  carry  eight,  and  that  for 
the  shell  guns  as  many.  The  Americans  have  one  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  of 
two  pieces  of  cannon. 

Side  Note.— In  the  evening  a  shot  fired  by  one  of  the  Legion  killed  a  cannnoneer  of 
the  same  corps,  who  was  reading  in  his  tent. 

July  29— M.  de  Rochambeau  told  us  that  he  had  sometime  before  intercepted  letters 
from  Lord  Cornwallis,  by  which  he  had  learned  his  plan  of  campaign  for  the  army; 
that  he  had  just  received  some  further  letters  which  announced  that  the  Lord  had 
embarked  at  Portsmouth  with  his  troops  to  return  to  New  York.  The  same  day  we 
made  the  rounds  of  the  posts,  which  we  found  in  good  order,  and  we  went  quite  a 
distance. 

July  30— There  was  an  extensive  foraging  expedition  which  met  with  no  opposition. 
We  heard  in  the  afternoon  of  the  arrival  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at  New  York  with  two 
or  three  thousand  men.  His  army  must  be  about  forty-five  hundred  strong,  or  nearly. 
He  left  some  men  at  Portsmouth,  and  sent  some  troops  also  to  Charlestown,  which 
leads  to  the  belief  that  he  could  not  have  brought  to  Clinton  a  more  considerable 
reinforcement. 

Side  Note.— Up  to  the  present  time  there  have  been  foraging  expeditions  every  third 
day,  and  all  have  passed  very  quietly. 

Two  small  English  forts  have  been  taken  by  two  American  parties  of  the  same  force, 
In  the  Sound,   as  high  up  as  Mary  Neck  (Mamaroneck). 

July  31— M.  de  Rochambeau,  after  the  arrival  of  Cornwallis,  thought  it  advisable  to 
send  the  Battalion  of  grenadiers  and  chasseurs  of  the  Second  Division  to  take  the 
position  on  Chaterstown  (Chatterton)  hill  which  had  before  been  occupied  by  the 
Legion  of  Lauzun,  in  order  to  strengthen  his  front;  he  also  sent  there  two  pieces  of 
cannon. 

Side  Note. — To-day  five  English  deserters  came  in;  they  are  the  first,  but  several 
Hessians  had  come  in  before;  as  for  us  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  Io^e  hardly 
any  one. 

Only  three  men  have  deserted  from  the  Legion,  one  of  whom  had  committed  a  theft. 

AUGUST. 

August  1 — A  very  heavy  foraging  expedition  was  made  twelve  miles  from  here,  on 
the  shores  of  the  Sound  at  Mary  Neck  (Mamaroneck).  It  was  in  no  way  disturbed; 
considerable  detachments  were  sent  forward  to  protect  it. 

August  2— An  English  deserter  came  in,  who  assured  M.  de  Rochambeau  that  the 
troops  lately  arrived  at  New  York  were  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  Pensacola;  the 
Spaniards,  after  the  capture  of  the  town,  having  given  permission  to  the  English  to 
retire  wherever  they  chose,  always  under  the  condition  not  to  serve  against  their 
allies.  They  came  to  New  York,  and  General  Clinton  placed  them  on  Long  Island. 
With  such  a  capitulation  as  this  the  capture  of  Pensacola  is  of  more  hurt  than  benefit 
to  the  Aniericiins.  The  report  of  the  evacuation  of  Virginia  by  Lord  Cornwallis  proves 
false.     The  arrival  of  these  troops  gave  rise  to  it. 

Side  Note.— Four  men  deserted  from  Lauzun's  corps,  all  four  farriers. 

August  4 — There  was  a  foraging  expedition  in  the  direction  of  Mary  Neck  (Mama- 
roneck), which  passed  olT  very  quietly. 

Side  Note. — Two  deserters  came  Iq.  one  English  the  other  Hessian. 

August  5— About  twenty  sail,  of  which  two  or  three  frigates,  were  seen  in  the  Sound 
about  as  high  up  as  New  Rochelle;  we  supposed  that  the  enemy  desire  to  make  a 
foraging  expedition. 

August  G — I  went  to  the  Sound  with  M.  de  Rochambeau,  and  we  plainly  saw  the  ships 
which  had  been  reported  to  us  the  evening  before;  there  were  thirty-three,  but  all 
small,  and  no  vessels  of  war. 

Side  Note.— In  the  last  few  days  fifteen  wagoners  have  deserted.  This  is  the  name 
given  here  to  drivers  of  vehicles. 

August  7 — Two  deserters  came  in. 

Side  Note. — A  man  of  the  Bourbonnols,  who  had  committed  a  theft,  fearing  he  would 
be  whipped,  killed  himself. 
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August  8— Lottera  from  M.  do  la  Kayottc  annouiucd  the  departure  of  Cornwallls;  he 
u)u»l  have  embarked  the  2(>th.     We  do  not  kuow  whore  ho  hau  gone. 

Side  Note.— Two  niou  deserted.  o»o  from  the  Sol.s»onnol8,  the  other  from  the  Artillery. 

August  10— A  foraKing  expedllion  was  nmdo  closer  to  the  oneiny  near  the  Sound  than 
any  of  the  othorH.  On  the  arrival  of  the  detachment  of  iho  Legion  whkh  protected  it, 
eight  or  ten  refugees  were  been,  whom  tt  was  impossible  to  come  up  with,  except  one 
who  WEB  killed.  It  passed  off  very  quietly.  A  man  was  arrested  who  was  putting  oft 
for  I.>ong  Island,  and  who  had  a  passport  from  Clinton. 

Side  Note.— Six  men  of  the  Legion  deserted,  four  of  whom  were  a  patrol,  and  two 
Gibers  separately. 

Two  deserters  came  In. 

Augu.st  11— In  the  evening  a  woman  of  doubtful  virtue  was  arrested  on  her  way  from 
New  York  at  the  advanced  post,  and  who.  under  the  pretext  of  searching  for  her 
father,  according  to  hor  story  a  soldier  in  tlfe  army,  came  in  with  intentions  not  quite 
so  pure.  She  was  locked  up  for  safe  keeping  to  repose  from  the  fatigues  of  her 
Journey,  which  she  had  made  on  foot,  and  was  afterwards  shaved. 

Received  the  same  evening  letters  from  M.  de  la  Touche,  commander  of  the  Iler- 
mione,  In  which  he  send.s  word  that  in  company  with  the  Astree,  commanded  by  M.  de 
Im  Perouze,  he  had  taken  a  vessel  (Ilyath)  of  fourteen  guns  and  four  merchant  vessels; 
they  are  in  pursuit  of  the  rest  of  a  convoy.  We  had  news  also  that  the  American 
vessels  had  taken  an  Englishman  and  carried  her  into  New  London,  and  that  eighty 
thousand  pounds  Sterling  had  been  refused  for  her. 

Side  Note.— Desertion  is  a  kind  of  epidemic  malady  at  New  York;  for  I  only  speak 
In  this  Diary  of  the  deserters  who  come  into  our  Camp.  Some  come  in  nearly  every 
day  to  the  American  camp  of  whom  we  know  nothinR.  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this 
contagion  may  reach  the  Lesion  in  spite  of  all  the  pains  taken  by  the  Duke  de  Lauzun, 
who.  it  may  be  said,  without  Injustice  to  the  Colonels  of  the  army,  is  he  who  does  his 
duty  mo.st  thoroushly.  and  sets  the  best  example  of  subordination. 

Six  deserters  came  In,  four  Hessians,  two  English. 

August  12— We  received  confirmation  of  the  news  that  M.  de  Lamotte  Piquet  had  taken 
twenty  one  Vessels  from  the  Saint  Eustatla  convoy. 

Side  Note.— Five  Hessian  deserters  came  in,  one  on  horseback. 

A  man  de.«»erted  from  the  Deux-Ponts. 

August  13 -We  learned  that  twenty  vessels  from  Europe  had  arrived  at  New  York. 
The  Convoy  was  composed  of  two  frigates  and  eighteen  transport  vessels,  laden  with 
He.'^Hian  troops;  we  are  assured  that  this  reinforcement  is  of  twenty-five  hundred  to 
three  thousand  men. 

August  14 — There  was  a  foraging  expedition  nearly  to  the  same  place  as  the  last, 
and  It  was  no  less  quiet.  A  Dragoon  of  de  Lancey,  who  had  come  out  too  far,  was 
raptured  by  a  patrol  of  the  Legion. 

In  the  afternoon  we  received  letters  from  Newport  which  advised  us  that  the  Concorde 
Frigate,  which  had  gone  out  to  meet  M.  do  Grasse.  left  him  on  the  2Cth  July,  and  that 
he  was  to  leave  on  the  3d  August  to  make  a  Junction  with  M.  de  Darras,  so  that  he  is 
hourly  expected.  The  same  frigate  brought  a  letter  with  an  account  of  the  revolt  of 
the  English  colonies  In  the  Indies,  of  the  capture  of  Pondlchery.  the  blockade  of  Madras 
and  the  devastations  making  by  Hyder-All-Khan.  If  these  news  are  true,  as  seems 
extremely  probable.  It  Is  a  heavy  blow  to  the  English  In  that  quarter  of  the  world. 
Those  several  pieces  of  news  give  our  Politicians  a  great  deal  to  talk  over.  Some  think 
that  with  the  aid  of  the  troops  which  M.  de  Orasse  has  with  him  we  can  undertake 
fome  thing;  others  assure  us  that  In  a  short  time  we  will  be  on  Long  Island.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  sequel  may  show  that  these  reasonings  are  correct;  but  I  greatly 
fear  that  the  reinforcements  which  have  arrived  for  the  English,  even  the  troops  of 
Cornwallls  which  are  expected  from  moment  to  moment,  will  prove  an  obstacle  to  the 
de<<lre  whk-h  every  on«»  fi-olK  to  do  something.     I  hope  I  may  be  mistaken. 

Side   Note— Four   '''  <    and    four   Chasseurs  of   the   regiment  of   Salntooge  de- 

scried  on  the  foragli  'ion. 

A   man  of  the  regiment  of   Doux-Ponts  also  deserted. 

August  IS— M.  de  Rochambeau  replied  to  the  letters  which  he  received  from  M.  de 
Harras.  and  the  Count  de  Ferren  was  sent  to  Newport  with  the  replies,  which  up  to 
this  time  had  been  carried  by  an  American  Dragoon:  a  new  piece  of  politico  for  the 
amateurs.  The  same  day  a  flag  came  In  from  New  York  but  was  stopped  by  the  grand 
iruard;   he  Is   the   fourth   who   has   been   sent   In    for  simple   letters,   and   this   way   of 
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doing   things,   which   savors   strongly   of   espionage,   is  by   no  means   pleasing   to  M.    de 
Rochambeau. 

August  IG— In  the  morning  the  regiirieiit  of  Bourbonnais  manoeuvered  before  General 
Washington  who  seemed  well  satisfied.  In  the  afternoon  he  saw  that  of  Deux  Fonts 
which  was  no  less  successful. 

August  17 — Two  English  deserters  came  in;  one  of  the  Regiment  of  Bourbonnais  who 
was  captured  suffered  the  punishment  inflicted  on  deserters  in  the  field.  On  the  night 
of  the  17th  to  18th,  a  Deux  Fonts'  man  deserted  and  was  arrested. 

August  18 — A  council  of  war  held  in  the  morning  at  once  condemned  him  to  be  hung, 
but  in  consideration  of  the  number  of  relatives  he  had  in  his  Regiment,  M.  de  Deux 
Fonts  persuaded  the  General  to  consent  that  he  should,  be  shot,  and  he  was  so 
executed. 

August  19— The  army  received  orders  to  move  and  march  to  North  Castle.  The  Gen- 
erale  to  be  beaten  at  four  o'clock  and  the  march  to  begin  at  six.  M.  de  Rochambeau 
visited  the  camp  at  half  past  five  to  see  if  all  was  in  order;  the  provision  wagons  were 
wanting  and  there  were  only  five  or  six  thousand  rations  in  camp,  which  made  it 
necessary  to  delay  the  moving  till  noon;  but  the  overladen  wagons  and  the  state  of  the 
roads  from  the  heavy  rains,  delayed  the  march  in  an  incredible  manner. 

Side  Note. — Three  English  deserters  came  in.  The  American  army  left  the  same  day 
to  march  by  the  road  which  skirts  the  river. 

March  of  18  miles. 

August  20 — The  Regiments  only  arrived  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning;  one-half  of 
the  waggons  were  still  on  the  road.  M.  de  Custine  was  obliged  to  leave  the  Vicomte 
de  Rochambeau  with  the  artillery  of  the  army  and  two  hundred  men  at  twelve  miles 
from  North  Castle.  M.  de  Viomenil  who  left  with  the  rear  guard  only  made  four 
miles.  Impossible  to  make  a  more  disorderly  march.  The  orders  sent  to  M.  de 
Viomenil  were  to  march  to  Fen's  (Fine's)  bridge  instead  of  coming  here,  so  as  to 
arrive  sooner  at  King's  Ferry  which  is  our  second  march,  and  we  were  obliged  to  halt 
at  North  Castle  the  20. 

Side  Note.— Orders  given  to  the  Colonels  to  clear  their  wagons  of  the  oats  and  hay 
which  encumber  them  as  well  as  of  the  linen  coats  and  every  thing  useless.  It  is 
however  to  be  remarked  that  the  trains  of  the  regiments  of  Saintonge  and  Soissonnois 
which  were  not  unreasonably  laden,  have  arrived. 

August  21 — We  left  North  Castle  very  early  in  the  morning  to  march  to  Hun's 
(Hunt's)  Tavern;  at  this  place  there  are  four  or  five  houses,  which  are  at  the  head  of 
Crompond.  About  two  miles  from  North  Castle  we  passed  a  little  river  or  stream 
which  hears  this  name;  two  miles  further  on  the  Crotonne  (Croton),  a  river  of  some 
size  but  not  navigable;  this  point,  at  which  there  is  a  wooden  bridge  and  where  it  can 
be  also  passed  by  ford  when  the  water  is  not  too  high,  is  called  Pen's  (Fine's)  Bridge; 
the  troops  encamped  in  the  evening  at  Hun's  (Hunt's)  Tavern.  In  a  place  more  conve- 
nient than  military.  They  marched  very  well,  and  the  trains  arrived  in  quite  good 
season,  although  many  of  the  waggons  again  broke  down  on  the  way.  The  roads  are 
quite  good,  except  on  leaving  Fen's  (Fine's)  Bridge,  where  there  is  quite,  a  high 
mountain. 

Side  Note.— March  of  9  miles. 

August  22— We  left  Hun's  (Hunt's)  Tavern  to  march  to  Kings  Ferry;  nine  miles  from 
Hun's  (Hunt's)  Tavern  is  Feskill  (Pcekskill),  a  village  of  about  twenty  houses,  quite 
close  to  each  other:  it  is  on  tlio  bank  of  the  North  Uivor:  the  road  is  very  fine  as  far 
as  this  point.  From  Feskill  (Pcekskill)  to  King's  Ferry  there  only  remain  four  miles 
over  (juite  a  fair  road,  and  the  troops  arrived  in  quito  good  season  at  their  camp, 
which  was  pitched  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  overlooking  the  North  River.  They  remained 
there  on  the  23rd  and  24th.  During  this  time  arrangements  were  made  for  the  passage 
of  the  River  by  all  the  trains  and  troops,  quite  a  difficult  matter,  there  being  but  few 
boats. 

August  2.*?— As  the  Headquarters  remained  at  Feskill  (Peekskill)  there  being  at  King's 
Ferry  only  the  single  house  which  belonged  to  the  man  who  owns  the  Ferry. 

Side  Note.— So  far  the  Legion  has  marched  behind  us.  but  from  this  time  it  becomes 
our  advance  guard. 

March  of  13  miles. 

M.  de  Rochambeau  was  not  willing  to  pass  so  near  West  Point  as  nine  miles,  without 
seeing   it.    He  left  by  boat  at  eight   o'clock  In   the  morning   to  visit   It  with   General 
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WasbiDgton  and  several  ofncor.H.  I  niuuntod  a  borne  and  wont  by  land,  in  order  to 
arrlvo  as  rood  as  be.  I  rodo  by  a  fulr  onougb  road  as  far  as  tbo  C<)ntln<>ntal  Villaxo, 
whiob  consists  at  tbo  most  of  eiRbt  or  ten  buts  of  tbc  kind  tho  inhabitants  build  here 
when  they  boRln  to  clear  tho  land  of  a  Continental  VillaRe;  tho  roads  to  West  Point 
are  very  billy  and  extremely  difnrult,  bccaui^o  of  tbo  great  <iuautity  of  rocks  and  rolling 
stones.  It  passes  Mandville  (Mandevllle).  a  little  place  of  four  or  five  houses,  and  then 
descends  by  a  very  narrow  gorge  to  the  West  Point  Ferry.  About  a  half  mil©  this 
side  there  Is  a  plateau  of  considerable  extent,  on  which  some  troops  could  be  deployed, 
but  this  ploce,  as  well  as  the  road  by  which  I  come,  and  another  road  which  deboucl-ea 
on  this  plateau,  are  swept  by  the  fire  of  two  redoubts,  built  on  two  high  mountain.s, 
which  are  called  the  North  and  South  Redoubts.  Whmi  tho  Ferry  \n  reached  West 
Point  Is  .'^een  In  front,  composed  of  six  dlffcront  forts,  rising  the  ono  above  the  oth^r; 
several  batteries  are  also  posted  on  the  bank  of  the  river;  as  the  river  makes  a  very 
considerable  elbow  at  this  spot  and  returns,  so  to  say,  upon  itself,  it  would  be  very 
ditncult  for  a  Frigate  to  get  by;  a  chain  has  also  been  placed  hero;  a  little  Island, 
called  Constitution  Island,  at  this  point,  has  also  some  batteries  upon  It,  the  flre  from 
which  crosses  those  from  the  forts,  and  a  vessel  which  endeavored  to  break  the  chain 
would  be  utterly  destroyed.  All  these  different  forts,  except  Fort  Putnam,  which  is  In 
masonry  are  of  wood.  Their  parapets  are  very  low;  palisades  have  been  constructed  to 
remain  lowered  on  the  parapet  so  long  as  cannon  Is  fired  upon  the  besieged,  and  which 
can  be  lifted  at  the  moment  of  an  assault,  but  I  have  beard  them  condemned  by 
neveral  ofBcers  who  should  thoroughly  understand  fortifications,  and  who  believe  that 
a  parapet  of  four  feet  and  a  half  would  be  much  better  than  one  of  two  and  a  half 
with  this  kind  of  fortification.  The  first  fort  met  with  on  debarking  at  West  Point  is 
Fort  Clinton,  which  is  a  square  bastion.  It  entirely  overlooks  the  river,  and  is  con- 
structed on  a  rock,  which  rises  from  It,  but  on  reaching  that  a  piece  of  flat  ground 
Ib  found,  where  the  Park  of  Artillery  Is  posted  which  forms  a  very  extensive  and  fine 
place  d'armes;  above  It  rise  Fort  Putnam  and  others.  The  great  fault  which  con- 
noisseurs find  with  West  Point  Is  that  the  fortifications  are  too  much  extended,  and 
that,  being  of  wood,  they  are  very  combustible,  but  this  spot  is  very  strong  from  its 
position  alone.  It  Is  one  of  tho  finest  Imaginable.  We  found  on  the  plateau  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking  nearly  four  or  five  hundred  men  In  line  of  battle,  a  large  part  of 
whom  invalids.  Those  troops  compose  the  Garrison,  but  at  the  signal  of  alarm  the 
militia  of  tho  country  rally  and  greatly  Increase  It. 

I  was  obliged  to  return  by  the  road  which  I  took  in  the  morning,  that  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  being  impracticable,  and  came  back  by  Peekskill,  thence  to  King's 
Ferry,  which  I  crossed,  and  went  to  Headquarters,  which  was  three  miles  distant,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  River. 

Side  Note.— At  King's  Ferry  Is  Fort  Lafayette  or  Werplank  (Verplank),  which  Is 
very  small. 

August  24— M.  de  Rochambeau  went  to  the  Ferry  to  give  some  orders,  and  on  our 
return  we  passed  by  Stoney  Point,  which  is  directly  opposite  King's  Ferry.  It  over- 
looks the  spot  where  tho  landing  Is  made,  and  Is  built  upon  a  rock;  It  Is  a  square  earth 
work  With  a  double  row  of  abattls.  The  trains  of  Pourbonnois  had  passed  in  th9 
morning,  and  the  Regiment  encamped  at  three  o'clock  in  tho  afternoon  at  threo  miles 
from  King's  Ferry. 

Fide  Note.— M.  de  Rochambeau  received  letters  from  M.  de  Cholsy.  who  reports 
having  embarked  with  his  troops  on  the  21st.  He  has  with  him  about  five  hundred  men. 
One  hundred  remain  at  Providence,  under  command  of  M.  Desproz,  Major  of  tho  Deux 
Fonts,  to  guard  the  store  houses  and  the  hospital.  W^e  do  not  know  where  M.  de  Cholsy 
Is  going. 

Side  Note.— The  Second  Division  crossed  the  North  River  on  the  26th  to  take  the 
camp  we  occupied  the  day  betnrB.—yngaxine  of  American  History.  April,  1880. 
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[No.  3842.] 
.1/j   .lf7  (if  ('(mi/rtss  t<)  rror'uir  fur  llir  HcIik/cis  of  South   CurolirKi 

and  (ivonjia. 
(Omitted). 


[No.  .'^84r?.l 

I'rtd  ,J{ui  to  (loriruor  Ct'ititon  Ask'unj  His  Consent  that  Mrs.  Jay 

Maif  \  isit  Her  ^^istcr  at  Yonk^rs — The  Oovcrnors  Reply. 

I>onr  Sir,  I  am  snrrv  to  trouMo  vour  Excellencv  again  on  a 
Subject  tliat  lias  given  me  nuich  pain  ^:  am  confident  muet  be 
disagreeable  to  vou.  I  have  this  day  made  api)lication  to  Gen- 
eral Washington  for  permission  for  ^Irs.  Jay  to  spend  sometime 
at  Mr.  Cortlands  &  there  to  see  her  Friends;  he  has  no  kind  of 
objection,  jirovided  your  P^xcellency  recommendfi  it — let  me, 
therefore,  entreat  you  to  grant  a  permission  for  that  purpose 
as  6oon  as  possible.  Your  Excellency  well  knows  my  situation 
iK:  I  flatter  myself  you  will  comj)ly  with  the  request  I  now  make. 
If  your  Excellency  has  any  objection  to  Mrs.  Jay's  friends  com- 
ing as  far  as  Mr.  Cortland's,  let  me  then  ask  the  favour  of  you 
to  grant  her  permission  to  stay  sometime  with  Mrs.  (-ortland 
who  is  now  at  the  Yonkers.  The  Express  is  just  setting  off 
which  obliges  me  to  conclude. 

Your  Excellencys  Most  hnmb  Serv*t 

Fred  Jay. 
Headquarters  23  July  1781. 

Governor  Clinton's  Rkplv. 

Poukeepsie  2Sth  July  1781. 

Dear  Sir,    I   received  your   Ix'tler  of  the  l.*;Jd   Yesterday.      In 

the  present  situation  of  the  Army  ^K:  at  this  Distance  1  will  not 

venture  to  rpcommen<l  any  measure  to  hi«  Excelli'ucy  the  (Jom- 

mander  in  Chief;  tmt  if  he  conceives  that  the  granting  TN'rmis- 
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sion  to  Mrs.  Jay  to  visit  Mrs.  Cortlandt  at  the  Yonkers  will  not 
be  attended  with  inconvenience  &  open  a  door  to  future  .Applica- 
tions from  others  which  may  be  troublesome,  then  can  I  have 
no  Objection  &  you  are  at  Liberty  to  communicate  this  to  his 
Excellency  as  expressive  of  my  Consent. 

I  hardly  need  assure  you  that  it  will  always  give  me  Pleasure 
to  oblige  you  &  Mrs.  Jay  or  assign  any  reasons  why  I  would 
not  wish  to  be  more  explicit  as  you  are  already  acquainted 
with  my  sentiments  respecting  Applications  of  this  Nature. 

I  am  with  great  Regard  Yours  most 

(G.  C.) 


[Nos.  3844,  3845.] 

Major  Spencer  Recommends   a  Friend  for  a   Commission   in    the 
hemes  to  Colonel  Ldosh — Governor  Clinton.  Replies. 

Claverack,  July  23d  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  I  would  beg  it  as  a  favor  you  would  inform  me  what 
the  Legislature  did  with  regard  to  raising  the  3  years  men, 
whether  there  is  any  aditional  bounty  or  advance  pay  a  lowed 
in  money  in  order  to  Enable  the  officers  to  recruite  there  men? 
I  expected  the  Governour  would  have  wrote  to  me  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  has  for  some  reason  neglected,  or  his  Tx^tter  has 
miscared  and  as  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  apointed  a  Major 
in  said  service,  I  am  now  in  Suspence  not  knowing  whether  to 
proseed  or  not  as  it  seems  to  appear  that  the  raising  2  I\ei::t's  will 
fall  through.  T  havc^  had  thoughls'  of  olTering  my  i^ervict^  in  the 
four  months  if  it  would  be  acceptable.  Sir,  as  you  liave  tlic  a])()iiit- 
ment  of  the  oflicers  for  the  to  month's  service,  1  would  inform 
you  that  the  bearer  of  this  Letter  is  desireous  of  the  hov\\\  of 
a  subalting  officer,  and  I  believe  he  will  be  abU^  to  procure  such 
recommendations  as  you  will  require,  though  he  has  iieviM*  had 
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a  Coininilion,  he  Ikis  liad  cxpcnTicc  M^  lie  lias  served  in  tlu*  \\i\r 

almost   ever   sinct*    ilic   comiiH'ncciiuMil    lluTcof,    and    now   does 

duty  as  an  Knsi;^n  in  thr  Militia. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  respect  vonr  Most  obedient  and  humble  sehv't, 

Israel  Spencer. 
To  Steplien  LiisJi,  Esijr. 

(governor  Clinton's  Kei'ly. 

Alban^v  July  l^Hh  ITsi. 
I)r  Sir,    I  am  favorcMl  with  yours  of  yoe^terday.     The  sittinp^ 
of  the  Legislature  at   their  last.  Meeting  was  so  short  that  I 
believe  they  had  it  not  in  their  Power  to  do  anything  for  your- 
self and  the  other  officers  of  the  three  years  levies.     However, 
I  presume  something  will  be  done  for  you  at  their  next  Meeting. 
1  shall  consult  with  Colo.  \\  illett  as  to  your  Application  for 
a  Majority  in  the  present  levies  and  write  to  you  on  the  subject 
in  a  Day  or  two.     Your  Brother  has  agreeable  to  your  Kequest 
an  appointment  of  a  Lieutenancy  in  this  Service. 
I  am  in  Ilaste  with  j)articular  esteem 
Your  most  obed't 


[No.  3846.] 

Th^  Governor  Xotifics  Captain    \(i)<iu   Ihih-  o/  11  \x  Srirction  for  a 

Captiiincii  in  the  Levies. 

Albany  2Cth  duly   178L 

Bir,    Agreablc  to  Directions  received  from  his  excellency  the 

Oovr.   I  nni   to   request   that  you   will   attend   receive  and   take 

Charge  of  the  levies  now  raising  for   Defence  of  the  State  in 

Colo  Van  Ness's  Kegiment.     C)rder8  are  already  isHu<(l  for  this 

Purpose  to   Lieut.  Josiah   Skinner   who   will   assist  you    in   this 

Business.     1    presume   the   Levies   are   already    raased    in    that 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  119 

Regiment;  lest,  however,  this  may  not  be  the  Case  it  may  be 
proper  to  inform  you  that  by  his  Excellency's  Orders,  deserters 
from  the  British  service  are  to  be  rejected  and  none  are  to  be 
received  but  able  bodied  men  fit  for  active  duty,  each  provided 
with  a  good  Musquet  or  Fireloch,  a  cartouch  Box  or  a  Pouch, 
capable  of  containing  seventeen  Charges  of  ammunition,  a 
Knapsack  or  Haversack  and  a  good  Blanket,  &  if  any  Person 
ojffered  for  muster  shall  fail  in  being  able  bodied  or  armed  and 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  you  are  to  report  the  same,  together 
with  the  class  delinquent  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Regt.  to  the  end  that  another  may  be  detached  as  the  Law 
directs.  You  will  be  recommended  to  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment for  a  captaincy  in  the  service,  and  your  Company  will  be 
formed  from  Van  Ness's  &  Wemple's  Regiment.  Your  Lieut, 
will  be  Josiah  Skinner  and  Mr.  Van  Ingen  of  Schenectady  who 
is  now  attending  there  to  receive  the  Levies  from  Wemple's 
Regiment.  If  the  Levies  in  Colo.  Van  Ness's  Regiment  are  not 
yet  raised  you  will  confer  with  the  Colonel  on  this  Business  and 
do  everything  in  your  Power  to  hasten  it  as  the  Safety  of  the 
Frontiers  principally  depends  upon  its  being  speedily  completed. 


[No.  3847.] 
The  Governor  Sends  Instructions  to  Lieutenant  ^'an  ADuan. 

Albanv,  July  24th.  17S1. 
Sir,  1  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  request 
that  you  will  attend  and  receive  the  Ix^vies  now  raising  for 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers  in  Colo.  Pliilip  P.  Schuyler's  Regiment. 
Deserters  from  the  British  Service  are  to  be  rejected  ami  none 
are  to  be  received  !)ut  able  bodied  Men  fit  for  active  I>uty,  each 
provided  with  a  goo<l  Musquet  or  Fireloch  a  C;utou«  li   Hox  or 
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Ponrli  rnpnl)lo  of  confMiiiinj;  sovon<<M>n  ('liarp^os  of  Aininunition 
a  Knapsack  <>!•  IIa\  rrsadv  and  a  i^ood  r.lankct.  If  any  IVrson 
otTtMM'd  for  Miistri'  shall  fail  in  lirini,'  aide  bodied  or  aiaucd  and 
appointi'd  as  afor«'said  you  will  iniiiirdialcly  rcjiort  tho  C'lasa 
delinqiiont  to  tho  ronnnandinu:  OlVncr  of  tlu^  Kc^inicnt  1o  the 
end  ihat  anoihri-  Man  may  he  dctaclu'd  in  his  shad  as  the  Law 
directs.  You  will  be  pleased  without  Delay  to  confer  with  Colo. 
Schiiylrr  on  this  Business  and  do  every  thin*::  in  your  Power  to 
hasten  it  as  the  Safety  of  the  Frontiers  principally  de])en(ls 
upon  its  being  speedily  coniphated.  You  will  be  reeonnnended 
to  a  Lieut(»nancy  upon  the  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment and  for  the  present  you  are  to  consider  yourself  as  belong- 
ing to  the  Company  of  Capt.  Joseph  Harrison  to  whom  yon  will 
make  the  necessary  Returns. 
Mr.  \\  ni.  \'an  Ainnni. 

[No.  .3S4S.1 

ShrritJ    \  no//   to   (lairrnnr  ('Unhm  —  .1;/   Ap/Knl  for  ^loliu    Tuijlors 

Exchange. 

Goshen,  July  24th  1781. 

Dear     (Jovernor,     The     Paerer     John     Taylor     I      have     bin 

acquainted  with  for  Near  Three  Years,  and  have  Always  lucked 

on  him  to  be  a  Sincere  Friend  to  the  Ind<'pendancy  of  America, 

and  has  sui)ported  a  good  Carractor  in  his  Place;  he  of  his  one 

free  Will  was  Last  Sja-ing  Fore  days  with  me  in  the  .Mountains 

and  at  Kakiute  after  Clarck,  Miller,  Straut  and  Others,  whiih 

TTnrber'd  T*eop]e  going  to  and  from  the  Enemy,  all  whirli  time 

he  behaved  himself  WCll  and  bore  I  lis  One  KxjK'nces;  if  it  is  in 

Your  Power  to  Exchange  him   I  dobt    not   but  you   will.     I  am 

with  Rincear  Kespect  Your  Ihnnble  Servent 

Isaac  Nicoll. 

iiiH  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  121 

[No.  3849.] 

TANGLED  FINANCES. 

Robert   Morris    Writes   at   Length    to    Governor    Clinton — Claims 
Against  New  Yorh — Indifference  of  States  to  Cooperate. 

Philadelphia,  25th  July  1781. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  to  write  you  the  16th  Inst,  enclosing  A 
certified  copy  of  the  acco.  of  your  State  as  it  stands  in  the 
Treasury  Books  of  the  United  States.  I  now  pray  leave  to  recall 
your  attention  to  it. 

It  gives  me  very  great  pain  to  learn  that  there  is  it  pernicious 
Idea  prevalent  among  some  of  the  States  that  their  acco's.  are 
not  to  be  adjusted  with  the  Continent;  such  an  Idea  cannot  fail 
to  spread  listless  languor  over  all  our  operations.  To  suppose 
this  expensive  War  can  be  carryed  on  without  Joint  &  strenuous 
efforts,  is  beneath  the  wisdom  of  those  who  are  called  to  the 
high  Offices  of  Legislation. 

Those  who  inculcate  Maxims  which  tend  to  relax  their  efforts 
most  certainly  injure  the  common  cause,  whatever  may  be  the 
motives  which  inspire  their  conduct.  If  once  an  opinion  is 
admitted  that  those  States  who  do  least  &  charge  most,  will 
derive  the  greatest  benefit,  and  endure  the  smallest  evils.  Your 
Excellc'y  must  iXM-ccive  that  shnmoless  inactivity  must  take 
place  of  that  noble  emulation  which  ought  to  pervade  &  animate 
the  whole  Union.  It  is  my  particular  duty,  Sir,  while  I  remind 
my  fellow  Citizens  of  those  tasks  which  it  is  incumbent  on  them 
to  perform  to  remove  if  I  can,  every  impediment  whicli  li<'s  in 
the  way  or  which  may  have  been  raised  by  disaffection,  self 
Interest,  or  mistak(\  I  take,  therefore,  this  early  opportunity 
to  assure  you  that  all  the  acco's.  of  the  several  States  with  the 
United  States  shall  be  speedily  liquidated  if  I  can  possibly  affect 
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it  arnl  my  cfTorts  foi-  tliMt  nurposc  shall  he  iiiicoaHiii*:.  1  make 
this  assnraiirc  in  the  most  soltiim  maiiiicr  iK;  I  ciilicat  the  cnn- 
sequt'iicc'S  if  a  contra i"y  assertion  may  he  most  seriously  weighed 
&  oonsidrird  hcfoi-c  it  is  made  or  believed.  Those  nrro's.  nafnr- 
ally  di\  ide  t  hemseixes  into  i  wo  eonsiderahh'  hranelies,  viz.,  those 
whieh  are  previous  &  those  wliieli  are  subsequent  to  the  Resola- 
tions  of  Congress  of  the  IStli  >rareli  1780.  Tlie  former  must  be 
adjusted  as  soon  as  pro]>er  Oflicers  (an  be  found  «S:  appointed 
for  llie  purpose  iV:  proper  principles  established  so  as  tliat  they 
may  be  liquidated  in  an  (Mpiitable  manner — I  say.  Sir,  in  an 
equitable  manner,  for  1  am  determined  Justice  shall  be  the  rule 
of  my  conduct  as  far  as  the  measure  of  abilities  (which  the 
Almighty  has  been  pleased  to  bestow)  shall  enable  me  to  dis- 
tinguish between  right  and  wrong.  1  shall  never  permit  a  doubt 
that  the  States  will  do  what  is  right  neither  will  I  ever  believe 
that  any  one  of  them  can  exptnt  to  derive  advantage  from  doing 
what  is  wrong.  It  is  by  being  just  to  individuals,  to  each  other, 
to  the  Union,  to  all;  by  generous  grants  of  solid  Revenue, 
and  by  adopting  energetic  measures  to  collect  that  revenue,  and 
not  by  complainings,  vauntings.  or  recriminations  that  these 
States  must  exjiect  to  establish  their  IndejK'ndence  iS:  rise  into 
power,  Con8e(|uence  ^:  (Irand(  ui\  I  speak  to  your  PiXcellency 
with  freedom  because  it  is  my  duty  so  to  speak  iV  because  I  am 
convinced  that  the  language  of  plain  sincerity  is  the  only  proper 
language  to  the  lirst  Magistrate  of  a  free  Community. 

The  Aceo's.  I  liuve  mentioned  as  subsequent  to  the  Resolutions 
of  the  18th  March  17S()  admit  of  an  imediate  settlement;  the 
several  States  liave  all  the  n<'ce8sary  materials;  one  side  of  the 
Arrows,  ronsists  of  demands,  made  by  the  Kesolutions  of  Con- 
gress   Iniej-   sin.  .>    forwarded;   the   other   must   consist   of   Com- 
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pliances  with  those  demands.  This  latter  part  I  am  not  in 
capacity  to  state  «&  for  that  reason  I  am  to  request  the  earliest 
Information  which  the  nature  of  things  will  permit,  of  the 
Moneys,  Supplies,  Transportation  on  which  have  been  paid,  ad- 
vanced, or  furnished  by  your  State  in  order  that  I  may  know 
what  remains  due.  The  sooner  full  information  can  be  obtained, 
the  sooner  shall  we  know  what  to  rely  on  &  how  to  do  equal 
Justice  to  those  who  have  contributed  &  those  who  have  not — 
to  those  who  have  contributed  at  one  period,  &  those  who  have 
contributed  at  another. 

I  enclose  you  an  acco't  of  the  specific  supplies  demanded  of 
your  State,  as  extracted  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  tho  with- 
out any  mention  of  what  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  those 
Resolutions  because  as  I  have  already  observed,  your  Excellency 
will  be  able  to  discern  the  Balla.  [balance]  much  better  than 
I  can. 

I  am  further  to  entreat.  Sir,  that  I  may  be  favored  with  copys 
of  the  several  Acts  passed  in  your  State  since  the  18th  ^lar. 
1780  for  the  collection  of  Taxes  &  furnishing  supplies,  or  other 
Aids  to  the  United  States,  the  manner  in  which  such  Acts  have 
been  executed,  the  time  which  may  have  been  necessary  for  them 
to  operate,  «S:  tho  consequences  of  their  operation. 

I  must  also  pray  to  be  informed  of  so  much  of  the  internal 
Policy  of  your  State  as  relates  to  the  laying,  assessing.  Levying 
and  collecting  of  Taxes.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency 
that  I  am  not  prompted  either  by  an  idle  curiosity  or  by  any 
wish  to  discover  what  prudence  wouhl  dictate  to  conceal;  tis 
necessary  I  should  be  inforuu^l  of  these  things  ^:  so  I  take  the 
plain,  open,  candid  method  of  aciiuiring  Information.  To 
paliate  or  conceal  any  Evils  or  disorders  in  our  situation  can 
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aiiHwcr  no  j^ood  purpose.  They  must  be  known  before  they  can 
be  cured;  we  must  m1s«)  know  what  rc^sources  can  be  brou^lit 
forili  that  we  may  {)ru])()rtion  our  ellurts  to  our  means  &  our 
demands  to  both.  It  is  ncM-essary  we  should  be  in  a  condition 
to  cany  (Hi  tlie  ^\av  with  ease  before  we  can  expect  to  lay  down 
our  Amis  wiih  sccuriiy,  before  we  can  treat  of  peace  honorably, 
&  before  we  can  conclude  it  to  advantap^e.  I  feel  myself  fettered 
at  every  moment  &  embarrassed  in  every  operation  from  my 
ignorance  of  our  actual  state  *S:  what  is  reasonably  to  be  asked 
or  expected.  Yet  when  1  consider  our  real  wealth  i^  numbers 
4^:  wlien  I  compare  them  with  other  (.'ountrys  I  feel  a  thorough 
conviction  that  we  nmy  do  much  more  than  we  have  yet  done 
«.^'  with  more  ease  to  ourselves  than  we  have  yet  felt,  provided 
we  adopt  the  proper  mode  of  Revenue  &  Expenditure.  Your 
Excellency's  good  sense  will  anticipate  my  observation  on  the 
necessity  of  being  informed  what  moneys  are  in  your  Treasury 
4S:  wliat  sums  you  expect  to  have  there,  as  also  of  the  times  they 
must  probably  be  brought  in.  In  addition  to  this  1  must  pray 
you  to  communicate  the  several  appropriations. 

A  misfortune  peculiar  to  America  requires  that  I  entreat  your 
Excellency  to  undertake  one  more  Task  which  perhaps  is  far 
from  being  the  least  dillicult.  It  is,  Sir,  that  you  will  write  very 
fully  as  to  the  am't.  of  the  scverni  pajier  ( 'ni  ry's.  now  ciiTulat  ing 
in  your  State,  the  jtrolcible  Increase  or  Decrease  of  each,  c'<:  the 
respective  rules  of  depreciation.  Having  now  stated  the  several 
communications  which  are  most  indespensable,  let  me  entreat 
of  your  Excellency's  goodness  that  they  may  be  made  as  siK^edily 
as  possible,  to  the  »Mid  i  may  bi'  early  prejiared  with  those  prop- 
ositions which  from  a  view  of  all  circumstances  may  be  most 
likely  to  extricate  us  from  our  present  difliculties.  1  am  also 
to  entreat  that  you  will  inform  me  when  your  I^^'gislalure  is  to 
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meet;  my  reason  for  making  this  request  is,  that  any  proposals 
to  be  made  to  them  may  arrive  in  Season  for  their  attentive 
deliberation. 

I  know  that  I  give  you  much  trouble,  but  I  also  know  it  will 
be  pleasing  to  you  because  the  time  &  the  labour  will  be  ex- 
pended in  the  service  of  your  Country.  If,  Sir,  my  feeble  but 
honest  efforts  should  open  to  us  the  Prospect  of  American  glory, 
if  we  should  be  able  to  look  forward  to  a  period  when  supported 
by  solid  Revenue  &  Resource,  this  War  should  have  no  other 
duration  or  extent  than  the  wisdom  of  Congress  might  allow, 
when  its  object  should  be  the  honor  not  the  Independence  of  our 
Country,  if  with  these  fair  views,  the  States  shou'd  be  rouzed, 
excited,  animated  in  the  pursuit  &  unitedly  determined  to  be 
in  that  happy  situation,  find  themselves  placed  there  by  the 
very  determination,  if  Sir,  these  things  should  happen  soon  the 
reflection  that  your  Industry  has  principally  contributed  to 
effect  them  wou'd  be  the  rich  reward  of  your  Toils  &  give  to 
your  best  feelings  their  amplest  gratification. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellencys  Most  Obedient  & 

humble  servant 

Robt.  Morris, 

S.  J.  of  Finance. 

His  Excellency  The  Governor  &  Comm'r  in  Chief  of  the  State  of 

New  York. 


State  of  New  York  To  The  Ignited  States  Dr. 

To    Requisitions    made    l)j    Ket^olutious  of    Congress   for   Specific 

Su|)plies  viz : 


DATE 

Ct.  wr.  of 
Beef. 

Barrens  of 
Beef. 

3,800 

barrens 
of  Pork 

Barretis 
of  Flour 

Bushs. 
Corn. 

Tons 
Hay. 

1780 
Febru'y  35 

11.21R) 
1,761 

ISOO 

1.1,969 
16, (la) 

30,000 

500 

13.9rtl 

Ct.  wt.  of  Hfof 

2,800  bbls. 
H. 

i.r>(>o 

Bbls.  P. 

V«>,969 
BHls  F. 

JJO.OiKI 
Bs.  Corn 

ft(iO 
T  Hay 
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[No.  3850.] 

/).    lirooks  Supphmctits  Sheriff  Nicoirs  Apjtlic<iti(m    in   Jichalf  of 
John  Tinjlor's  IJjrchatKje  to  Govcnwr  Clinton. 

Nowl)\ir-li,  July  iMIth  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  The  iioaier  of  I  his  il,  Mr.  Juliii  Taylor,  whom  1 
liavo  \ouf^  known  v^-  cnn  assmc  yonr  Excellency  that  lie  is  an 
Honest  Friend  to  his  Country, — and  has,  when  opportunity 
oITered,  been  very  ready  to  yield  his  services  voluntarily; — but, 
unfortunately  for  him,  he  is  now  a  juisoner  to  the  enemy,  as  his 
Taroie  will  inform  you.  The  story  of  his  bcin^  taken,  as  he  will 
relat(\  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  just  &  ti*ne. 

If  you  Excellency  can  effect  his  exchange,  it  will  be  an  Act 
of  great  humanity  to  a  person  who  well  deserves  it,  and  has 
no  prospect  of  being  released  through  any  other  channel. 

Assured  that  you  will  do  everything  that  you  can  with  pro- 
priety, I   have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Kespect  <S:  Esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  obed't  &  very  humble  serv't. 
riis  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton. 


[No.  .'{851.] 

iJoivnwr  Clinton  liokla  Out  So  JIojh:  for  a  Commission  to  Colonel 

Pdine. 

Pokeepsie  2r)th  July  17S1. 

Hear  Sir,  I  ani  this  Moment  favoured  with  yours  of  the  2l8t 
Instant.  This  last  levies  fell  so  far  short  nf  wlial  was  expected 
tliat  I  do  not  belirve  the  raising  of  the  present  will  occasion  the 
Appointment  of  any  New  OIVkcis  except  a  Majoi-  »S:  some  sub- 
alterns, otherwise  1  should  be  happy  in  your  Service.  I  am 
exceedingly  concerned  to  learn  that  the  Knrniy  has  an  armed 
vessel    in    Lake    Cieorge    as  indicates    :in    intention    in    them    to 
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harass  our  Frontiers  in  your  quarter  at  least  with  small  Parties. 
Every  aid  I  can  afford  you  will  be  attended  to  with  the  utmost 
readiness  &  I  sincerely  wish  it  may  prove  effectual. 
[Col.  Brinton  Paine.] 

[No.  3852.] 

Colonel  JJdny  Hay  Transmits  a  Letter  to  Colonel  Pickering  and  a 
List  of  Grievances  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Camp  White  Plains,  26  July  1781. 
Sir,  1  arrived  here  last  Friday  night,  and  on  Saturday  waited 
on  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  chief  who  was  so  engaged 
in  making  out  the  disposition  of  the  Army  for  going  below  that 
I  could  not  have  an  opportunity  of  any  conversation  with  him. 
Sunday  &  Monday  he  was  employed  the  whole  time  in  recon- 
neritering  the  Enemie's  position,  by  which  means  I  was  prevented 
from  any  opportunity  of  speaking  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
Forage  till  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  result  of  the  application 
you  will  see  by  the  first  paragraph  of  my  Letter  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, Copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excel- 
lency's perusal.  I  am  promised  an  answer  to  that  l^/etter  this 
Day.  However  surprising  it  may  appear,  it  is  nevertheless  an 
undoubted  fact  that  the  Generals  of  the  Army  had  conceived 
the  same  ideas  respecting  the  non  payment  of  any  articles  taken 
in  this  quarter  for  the  use  of  the  Army  as  Colonel  Pickering 
had.  .  You  will,  therefore,  perceive  I  have  a  tolerable  share  of 
difliculties  to  encounter,  especially  as  what  has  already  been 
taken  must  be  settled  b.y  compromise,  it  being  altogether  impos- 
sible to  distinguish  with  any  degree  of  certainty  from  what 
farms  and  in  what  projiortion  the  Grass  hitluM'to  usod  has  been 
taken;  as  the  Law  has  pointed  out  no  mode  by  which  such  a 
compromise  ought  to  be  settled,  I  shall  endeavor  to  guide  my 
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conduct  by  the  strictest  rules  of  justice'  ami  iiiipaii  ialty  !»«'- 
twixt  tlir  ruitrd  StatcR  this  State  X:  iinlivuluals.  aj^rt'cable  to 
circnnistancoa  as  tlicy  may  from  time  to  tiim-  turn  uj>,  an<l  shall 
think  myself  fully  compeusatcd  lor  all  my  trouble  if  I  meet  with 
the  a])]trobati(Ui  of  your  Exeelleury  and  the  Le-^islat  ure. 

Previous  to  the  letter  I  wrote  Colonel  IMckerinj;,  we  had  a 
very  warm  and  altercated  conversation.  Amonj^st  other  matters 
the  Fora.ire  Master  General  told  me  he  was  informed  some  one 
had  the  boldness  to  allirm  he  would  arrest  him  if  he  continued 
to  give  orders  to  putt  the  Horses  to  pasture  and  refused  to  grant 
certificates  for  ihe  value  of  what  they  eat;  lie  could  wish  to 
know  who  he  was,  I  very  cooly  replyd  his  curiosity  should  be 
immediately  gratified,  for  I  myself  was  the  very  Person;  this 
naturally  led  to  a  discussion  of  sundry  other  matters,  amongst 
the  rest  the  prevailing  custom  of  European  Nations,  which  I  re- 
fused as  altogether  inadmissable  iu  the  present  case.  We 
ended  as  we  began,  each  party  determined  to  prosecute  his  own 
scheme. 

I  believe  Colonel  Pickering  will  settle  the  matter  by  giving  a 
certificate  that  sueh  a  rpiaiitity  of  giass  Xe.  has  been  used  by 
the  Army  of  the  Cnited  States  in  Westchester  County  lying  be 
tween  the  North  IJiver  \-  the  Sound,  but  will  eN.idc  mentioning 
whose  propei'ty  it  is,  as  he  wishes  the  matter  of  p;iynn'nt  should 
be  referred  to  (.'ongress.  This  will  n  rininly  be  a  point  gained, 
as  it  will  det{>rmine  the  quantity,  but  I  have  told  him  the  State 
would  never  submit  to  Tongress  a  matter  of  Property  which  was 
altogether  within  tin-  jurisdiction  of  the  Powers  of  the  St.ate 
itself. 

I  shall  take  every  opportunity  of  writing  \<mi  fllll^  f\i-v\  eir- 
ctimstance  of  conseqnenr(»  in  this  matter. 
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Delicacy  has  prevented  me  hitherto  from  speaking  to  the 
French  General  on  the  subject,  but  there  is  so  much  waste  made 
by  them,  and  so  many  complaints  made  by  the  inhabitants,  that 
my  duty  forbids  me  waiting  any  longer  without  remonstrating 
against  their  present  mode  of  procedure,  which  you  may  rely 
shall  be  done  in  the  most  decent  and  delicate  terms  I  can  make 
use  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  Your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  &  very  humble  serv't. 

Udnv  Hav. 

I  4,'  t, 

P.  S.  In  justice  to  Mr.  Carter  I  cannot  refrain  from  inform- 
ing you  that  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  he  has  dissuaded  the 
P'rench  General  from  taking  any  article  whatever  either  by  force 
or  without  payment. 

Nine  at  Night.     No  answer  from  Colonel  Pickering;  it  is  to  be 
ready  to  morrow  forenoon. 
Vide  the  enclosed  half  sheet. 


Colonel  Hay  to  Colonel  Pickering  in  Regard  to  Gathering 
Forage  and  the  Compensation  Thereof. 

Camp  White  Plains,  25th  July  17S1. 

Sir,  That  I  might,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  my  own  duly, 
comply  with  every  requisition  of  yours,  I  have  spoke  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Commander  in  Chief,  respecting  payment  of  the 
Forage  obtained  by  the  Army  in  this  County,  who  declines  in- 
termeddling at  all  in  (he  matter,  or  givirfig  even  an  opinion  on 
the  subject. 

In  hopes,  therefore,  that  you  havo  now  adopted  other  senti- 
ments than  you  entertained  when  we  last  conversed  on  (he  mat- 
ter, and  that  you  will  grant  regular  certificates  for  all  the 
0 
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Forajiro  of  evory  sort,  which  either  has  alren<ly,  or  may  linraftrr 
be  iisrd  by  the  Army  on  tin*  eonfisrated  or  s<Mnie8tere(l  Laiuls 
witliin  this  County  ifor  yon  Ixnow  imnirdjair  iiaymonl  never  luis 
bei'ii  thinandeil)  1  a^aiii  \\ail  on  you  witli  llie  most  sincere  in(di- 
iiation  to  emhrnce  any  nielliod  yon  are  jtleased  to  pi'0])OSe  for 
aniicaldy  settling  tlu^  wiioh'  of  the  present  disj>nt(»  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  do  the  strictest  justice  betwixi  the  United  States  and 
this  State, agreeable  to  the  meaniniz:  and  inleniion  of  (lie  Law  by 
wliicli  my  Conduct  must  be  governed,  and,  therefore,  take  tlie 
lilM-rty  of  proposinjx  tlie  two  followinir  methods,  eitlier  of  wliich 
that  may  meet  with  your  approbation,  I  am  ready  to  enter  into. 

The  first  is  that  a  person  appointed  by  me,  and  authorized  by 
you,  i^o  around  to  the  heads  of  all  the  Departments,  and  get  a 
cerlifyd  return  from  under  their  hands  of  the  number  of  Horses 
and  ox<'n  or  fat  cattle  belon*ring  or  attached  to  their  respective 
Departments,  and  the  nund)er  of  days  they  have  been  main- 
tained within  this  County  since  you  have  thought  yourself  justi 
fiable  in  refusing  certificates  for  their  ]»asture;  tin*  number  of 
Horses  and  oxen  or  fat  caltle  thus  ascertained,  lliat  we  lix  ni)on 
a  reasnna!)le  price  j>er  day  ]ier  head,  founded  u])on  this  ])rinciple 
that  Hay  is  worth  ten  Pounds  per  ton  (that  being  the  price  Con- 
press  has  fixed  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  each  State 
for  tliat  article)  and  that  you  tlien  giv(»  me  a  certificate  declaring 
that  «uch  a  number  of  Horses  and  oxen  or  fat  cattle  have  been 
maintained  for  such  a  time  on  the  best  of  ])astures  ^:  nn-adows 
in  Westi'hester  County  the  ]M-np<'rty  (»f  individinils  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  or  r»f  Torit'S  gone  otT  to  the  Knemy  whose  Lands 
are  now  b<Tome  the  pro]>erty  of  the  State  itself. 

The  second  Method  is  that  a  Person  be  appointed  by  you.  and 
another  br  me.  with  orders  to  rlioose  n  tliird.  which  three,  l>eing 
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upon  oath,  shall  have  full  power  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
Pasture  or  meadows  that  shall  appear  to  have  been  used  by  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  within  this  County,  fixing  the  valua- 
tion upon  the  same  principles  as  above  mentioned,  and  agreeable 
to  which  you  to  grant  certificates  to  me  for  what  appears  taken 
from  the  confiscated  or  sequestered  Estates,  and  to  individuals 
for  what  appears  to  be  taken  from  their  Estates. 

Should  neither  of  these  modes  correspond  with  your  Ideas 
on  this  subject,  please  propose  any  other,  and  if  not  materially 
different  from  these  in  spirit,  I  will  willingly  conform  therewith; 
but  if  contrary  to  my  wish  and  expectation  you  should  still 
persiet  in  a  determination  not  to  pay  for  any  of  the  Property 
consumed  in  this  quarter  by  the  Horses,  oxen  or  fat  cattle  of 
the  Army,  I  must  request  your  answer  to  the  following  Ques- 
tions, as  I  think  they  must  contain  very  material  information 
for  those  under  whom  I  have  the  Honor  to  serve: 

1st  At  what  time,  and  by  whose  authority,  were  the  original 
Proprietors  of  the  Lands  in  Westchester  County  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  which  the  public  Cattle  have  lately  been  or  now 
are  maintained,  divested  of  their  property  in  the  said  Lands  or 
any  part  of  the  Produce  thereof? 

2nd  In  whom  are  these  Lands  and  their  produce  vested  at 
present? 

3rd  Can  the  property  of  the  e;oil  and  tlie  produce  thereof  be 
by  any  legal  means  vested  ip  two  different  Persons  at  the  same 
time,  without  some  particular  .S:  express  law  for  the  purpose, 
Or  a  voluntary  compact  betwixt  the  Proprietor  of  the  soil  & 
such  other  Person? 

4th  Does  the  t^innllest  resemblance  of  such  a  Law  or  such  a 
compact  exist  in  the  present  case? 
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5th  At  what  itcriod  of  time  (if  ever)  may  these  ori«!:inaI  Own- 
ers, or  their  le^Ml  Heirs  or  assijjjns,  ajj^ain  with  propriety  claim 
their  ripht  of  ])ossessinii  in  its  full  exlciil,  and  In  whal  authority 
ouj;lit  they  to  iotiU  up  loi-  inlOrnial  inn  nn  a  jinini  so  very  conse- 
quential both  to  their  present  i.V:  future  iut(M'ests? 

I  ihini;  i(  necessary  now  In  nienlinn  in  writing  wliat  I  liave 
formerly  at  several  times  informe<l  ynu  ()i'  in  mnversation,  that 
when  a  public  otlicer  my^•elf,  I  not  mily  \).\'n\  lOr  the  produce  of 
farms  seiiuestered  to  the  State,  but  know  thai  other  public 
otVicers  did  tin*  same,  and  yet  I  am  very  certain  my  accounts 
will  b<'  a  convincing  proof  that  my  general  expenditure  of  j)ublic 
moneys  was  sutliciently  frugal. 

Vou  will  please  observe  I  have  taken  no  notice  of  any  mntie 
for  ascertaining  the  value  of  what  may  be  consumed  in  future, 
iiti  a  settlement  of  what  is  past  will  in  my  ojiinion  render  ihe 
other  extreni^dy  easy. 

I^et  me  now  recjuest,  Sir,  you  will  favor  me  with  an  answer  to 
this  as  soon  as  possible  and  adopt  some  mode  which  1  can  with 
propriety  concur  in  for  an  immediate,  equitable  and  friendly 
settlenieui.  1  am  conscious  of  my  want  of  Capacity  to  handle 
a  controv(M>y  of  this  nature  against  you,  su])ported  as  yon 
inform  me  by  the  joint  opinion  nf  the  whole  Army  Vou  have 
ever  spoke  to  on  (he  subject,  but  I  will  nevertheless  take  every 
legal  method  to  support  my  claim  in  behalf  of  the  State  I  serve, 
and  strenuously  endeavor  to  comi)ensate  for  my  want  of  abili- 
ties by  a  decent  lirmuess  and  unremitti'd  assiduity.  1  am  most 
respectfully  Sir,  Your  most  obedient  ^:  vf>ry  humble  servant 

Udny  II ay. 
Colo.  Pickering. 
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Friday  12  A.  M. 

I  have  just  reed  the  Colonel's  answer  consisting  of  a  sheet 
and  a  half  of  paper  wrote  in  a  small  hand,  without  a  single 
argument  to  support  his  claim  of  non  payment,  except  that  the 
general  idea  which  prevaild  in  favour  of  his  sentiments  was 
a  great  proof  they  were  not  erroneous. 

He  Despatches  to-morrow  an  express  to  Congress  to  know 
their  sentiments  on  the  subject.  I  shall  write  our  Delegates 
very  fully  but  have  told  the  Colonel  should  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress be  different  from  that  of  the  State  I  shall  not  pay  the 
least  respect  to  it,  should  they  however  desire  him  to  pay  upon 
the  terms  I  propose  it  will  tend  to  an  immediate  settlement  of 
the  whole  dispute. 

I  have  spoken  to  the  French  Intendant,  who  disclaims  every 
connection  with  those  who  have  given  orders  to  take  the  Forage 
in  this  quarter  without  payment.  He  says  I  must  apply  to  the 
<^ount  De  Rochambeau  which  1  shall  do  accordingly. 

1  have  requested  the  Refugees  of  this  County  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next  where  I  shall  attend.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  time  to 
copy  Colonel  Pickering's  letter  for  your  lOxcellency's  perusal, 
I  cannot  help  thinking  it  a  very  extraordinary  one.  1  am  very 
respectfully,  Your  Excellency's    most    obedic^nt  c^'  very  humbe 

Sert 

Udny  Hay 
(iov(M*noi-  Clinton 

Saturday  evening 

I  have  spok(^  to  French  Ceiicral  who  will  give  no  positive 
answer  but  leaves  the  matter  to  be  determin(Ml  by  General 
Washington  to  whom  1  a])])ly(l  who  si  ill  (h^cliiu^s  giving  any 
opinion   on   tlic  subject.     In  this  dihMuniii   l<'t    u\o  riMjuest  Your 
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Kx(*ellciU'io8    iust ructions    if    voii    ciin    wiih    propriety    ii^'iw    nn- 

anv. 

U.  Ilav 
Saturday  E  von  in  jr. 

I  find  myself  really  in  a  most  disagrwable  situation  respoctinj; 

this   Forajio  business.     'I'ho  (lenoral    I   Indiovo  bcforo   lio  knew 

anylhin;,'  of  a  demand  boin«:  made  ritlicr  by  llie  iiihabilants  or 

State  for  what  forage  the  Army  might  obtain  in  tliis  (juarter^ 

signilied  it  as  his  opinion   that  no  ]>ay  would  ever  be  required 

for  it.     Of  this  there  are  some  who  wish  to  take  great  advantage 

and  screen  themselves  under  the  sanction  of  liits  opinion,  with 

respect  to  making  any  demand  on  liie  French.     He  could  wish 

that  matters  was  deferred  till  a  full  determination  is  fixt  on 

respecting  our  own  Army,  but  he  only  gives  this  as  a  private 

Gentleman,  and  wishes  it  made  use  of  in  no  other  way,  though 

1  have  not  pressed  for  your  excellencies  directions  in  nn'  public 

letter,  yet  I   have  the  most  earnest  desire  to  receive  it 

Please  excuse  haste. 


[No.  3853.] 

Coloml  II (ly  Snuls  Governor  Clinton  Military  News  from  the  Soutk 

and  Alont/  the  1 1  ml  son. 

White  Plains,  2r>th  July  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  Agreeable  to  promise,   I  now  sit   down  to  inform  you 

of  every  thing  miiterinl  I  know  of  within  the  Camp.     Thursday 

was  a  week  the  Enemies  shipping  at  Dobbs  f(»rry  were  attacked 

from   a  battery  of  ours  erected   for  the  purpose;  wIkmi  one  of 

them  got   very  considerably  mauld,  ha\ing  reed  so  ninny  shots 

betwiJLt  Wind  \   W  nter  as  obliged  her  to  sett  both  (  hain  punijis 

ngoing.     Th«*y    were   ihrown    in    gi-eat   consternntion   by   a   shell 

which    fell    on    board,   and   sett    their   riggin    on    lire   in    such    a 
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manner  as  to  occasion  sundry  of  the  Crew  to  jump  overboard, 
amongst  others  an  American  Prisoner,  who  swam  ashore  and 
gave  particular  information  of  the  damage  she  sustained,  the 
other  vessels  reed  little  or  no  hurt. 

At  the  distance  of  Poughkeepsie  the  design  of  marching  the 
whole  Army  down  to  Kings  Bridge  may  yet  remain  unravelled; 
the  General  I  believe  had  two  principal  Objects  in  view,  both 
of  which  he  has  fully  accomplished;  the  first  to  reconnoitre  the 
Enemies'  works  and  the  Ground  where  it  would  be  most  conven- 
ient for  us  to  commence  operations  against  them;  the  second 
to  assault  them  in  their  strongholds  and  give  some  printer  of 
ours  an  opportunity  of  contrasting  some  of  Mr.  Rivington's  tales 
respecting  us  in  the  years — 76  &  77.  Nothing  of  consequence 
turned  out  on  this  Expedition;  we  killed  three  or  four,  took 
eight  or  ten,  &  rec'd  perhaps  as  many  Deserters,  and  I  believe 
lost  about  half  the  number  in  the  same  way.  There  has  been  no 
intelligence  of  consequence  from  New  York  lately  that  has  trans- 
pired, unless  the  confutation  of  Lord  Cornwallis  arrival  be 
deemed  such;  the  General  does  not  seem  to  doubt  that, 
and  it  is  generally  thought  he  will  bring  with  him 
all  the  Enemies'  force  now  in  Virginia  except  what 
may  be  esteemed  necessary  to  garrison  Portsmouth.  Should 
this  take  place  our  affairs  to  the  southward  will,  1  Hatter 
myself,  wear  a  new  aspect  in  a  few  months;  General  Greene 
lias  made  a  fruitless  attempt  against  Ninety  Six  by  sea;  after 
having  by  regular  approaches  advanced  to  their  very  ab- 
batis;  he  made  an  attemj>t  by  storm  in  which  he  failed  but 
without  any  very  considerable  loss,  he  was  however,  necessi- 
tated to  quit  the  siege  by  Lord  RawdoniS  approach  wlio  ha<l  come 
from  Charlestown  with  a  considerable  Reinforcement;  General 
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\\  ;iyno  too  lias  Imimi  iiiihuky  uiuler  tlie  Marquis.  Informed  of 
Corinvallis'  dt'ltTminatiou  lo  cross  Jniiics  Kiv<  r.  m  ;iii;i(k  was 
dotoriuiiKMl  on.  (h'signod  to  be  made  in  the  very  act  of  crossing, 
hut  unluckily  was  commenced  too  eoon,  wliicli  compelled  him  to 
engaj;(»  for  a  while  the  Enemy's  whole  force;  General  Greene 
\  the  Mar(]uis  both  write  in  terms  which  show  I  hat  each  of 
them  are  much  more  uneasy  for  the  situation  of  the  other  than 
for  his  own:  the  .Martjuis  expects  to  send  the  General  a  rein 
forcement. 

It  is  with  |>Ieasure  that  1  ae<sure  you  the  <;reaiest  friendship 
&  Harmony  subsists  betwixt  the  oflicers  »!v:  men  of  both  Armies; 
their  spirits  are  really  liij^h  and  I  doubt  not  should  they  come 
to  action  would  strenuously  endeavor  to  excell  each  other. 

The  General  at^ked  me  when  your  Excellency  was  expected 
down.     I  believe  he  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

1 1  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  when  1  shall  leave  (,'amp.  It 
depi'uds  entirely  upon  settling  this  controverted  point  betwixt 
me  and  Colon*-]  Pickering.  WC  have  been  unlucky  in  not  get- 
ting tl»e  J^adies  to  the  sea  shore;  the  position  of  the  Army  will 
not  at  present  permit  it. 

Mr6.  I  lay  recpiests  her  most  respectful  compliments  may  be 

presented  i<»  .Mrs.  ('linton,  a<cepling  ther<'of  yourself  likewise, 

in  both  which  she  is  most  sincerelv  ioin<*<l  l>\   ^ Our  lixcellencv's 

much  obliged  most  obedi<'nl  iV  ycyy  imiiiM.-  ser\;iiii 

I'dny  Hay. 
Friday  afternoon. 

I  am  informed  that  a  New  ^'o^k  pajK-r  of  l'."jih  inst.  admits, 
the  loss*  of  j)art  of  the  homeward  bound  lleet  from  Scotia.  We 
have  accounts  that  the  whole  was  taken  in  the  Channel  1. 

Please   accept   of   the   enclosed   paper    which    I    |»rnniised   <'ol. 
Dayton  I  would  transmit  you  with  his  compliments. 
Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  3854.] 

Returns  of  Levies  from  General  Swartoiifs  Brigade. 

Dr  Gov'r,    I  send  you  a  late  Return  of  the  Delinquint  men  of 

the  fore  Regts.  wieh  Number  will  make  the  one  third  of  the  men 

rased  in  this  Oonty  which  was  ordered  to  Compose  part  of  Colo 

Willets  Regt.     I  am  Your  ex'y.  Most  Obt  &  Hble  Serv't. 

E.  V.  Bunschoten. 
Ris  Exc'Py  Gov-r.  Clinton,  Fishkeels,  26th  July  1781. 

A  return  of  the  men  rec'd  from  fore  Regts.  of  General  Swart- 
out's  Brigade. 


Men 

Men 

Men 

Colo. 

Hopkfn's  Cota 

52 

Rcc(i. 

42 

Delqt. 

10 

Colo. 

Frares  Cota 

nl 

Reed. 

39 

Delqt. 

12 

Colo. 

Vanderburgh  Cota 

26 

Reed. 

25 

Delqt. 

1 

Colo 

Brenkerhoff  Cota 

40 

Reed. 

39 

Delqt. 

1 

Ibl)  143  24 

No  late  Returns  from  Colo.  Grams  Luttontons  ^:  Fields  Regt. 

However  Expect;  thare  is  five  w^onting  to  compleat. 

E.  V.  Bunschoten. 
Fishkeels,  26th  July  1781. 


[No.  3855.] 

Governor  Clinton   Directs  Colonel  Thomas  to  Appoirit  Lieutenant 

Hurst  a  Captain. 

Pokeepsie,  26th  July  1781. 

Sir,    Colo.  Benson  wrote  you  on  the  18th  instant  by  my  order, 

directing  that  each  of  the  three  regiments  in  your  county  should 

furnish  an  Officer  for  the  Present  levies  giving  preference  to 

those  who  had  seen  service.     No  answer  has  yet  been  received 

and  as  Mr.  Thomas  ITurst  who  was  a  very  old  Lieut,  in  one  of 

the  Continental  Battallions,  is  willing  to  take  Connnand  of  a 

Company  of  the  Tx'vies,  it  is  my  wisli  lie  mny  commnml  those  of 

your  County,  if  you  have  not  nIrtMdy  fixed  on  soiih"  oiIkm'  IV^rson 
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\vlu>  vou  may  liavf  (.'luoura^cd  to  expect  tliat  coinmaiKl.     \ n\i 
will,  tluM't'forc,  Please  to  inform  me  wlietlier  any  tiling  liad  been 
done  reajKH'tinjx  this  matter  »!<:  your  sentiments  as  to   the  Ajh 
pointment  of  Mr.  Hnrst  without  delay. 
[Col.  Thomas  Thomas.] 

[No.  3856.] 

Rolxrt    M(nris    WiiUs    to    the   Covcnwr   on   the    Public   Debt    ami 

J)i/JicHltic8  in  the  ^Vay  of  liaisintj  Taxes  and  of  Placing  Duties  on 

Imported  Goods. 

IMiiladelphia,  July  27th  1781. 

Sir,  I  find,  u[>oii  examination,  that  the  Recommendation  of 
Congress  of  the  tliird  of  February  last,  for  laying  an  Impost  of 
Tj  per  cent  on  Goods  Imported,  and  a  like  Impost  of  five  p  ct  on 
I'rizo«  and  Prize  Goods,  has  not  been  complied  with  by  your 
State. 

The  Object  which  Congress  had  in  view,  when  they  Issu<'<l 
this  Recommendation  was  of  the  utmost  Im])ortance;  and  every 
day  gives  it  an  additional  weight  X:  magnitude.  Whether  these 
States  are  able  to  sup])ort  the  Annual  Expences  of  the  War  by 
their  Annual  R^^venue,  and  Whether  it  would  be  ])rudent  and 
\\'ise  lu  draw  forth  such  Revenue,  are  tjuestious  whicli  may  here- 
after !)e  Agitated,  considered  and  answered.  For  the  Present 
it  is  suflicient  to  observe,  that  no  Methods  have  hitherto  bi'en 
Adopted  to  Produce  a  Revenue  by  any  means  adequate  to  the 
current  Kxpenc<'s.  The  Public  I>rl»t,  therefore,  is  large  an<l  in 
creasing.  The  Faith  of  the  Lniled  States  is  pledged  lo  the  I'ub- 
lir  rVeditors.  At  every  new  T.onn  it  must  t)e  Pledged  Aih'w, 
and  an  Aj^p^al  is  now  made  to  the  States,  individually,  to  Sup- 
port the  Public  Faith  so  solemnly  Pledged.  If  they  dn.  it  is  pos- 
sible that  Publie  rr«'dit  may  l»c  restored;  if  iH»t,  <»nr  Ilnemies 
will  draw  from  thence  strong  Arguments  in  favour  nf  what  ihey 
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liave  so  often  asserted,  that  we  are  unworthy  of  Confidence,  that 
our  Union  is  a  rope  of  Sand,  that  the  people  are  Weary  of  Con- 
^Tess,  and  that  the  Respective  States  are  determined  to  reject 
its  Authority.  I  fear  that  a  Meer  verbal  Contradiction  of  these 
assertions,  will  have  but  little  Effect.  Ko  words  will  induce 
men  to  Risk  their  Property  upon  the  security  of  a  nominal  Union. 
Your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  once  to  determine  whether  that 
Union  is  more  that  nominal,  in  which  any  part  shall  refuse  to 
be  bound  for  the  debts  of  the  whole  or  to  contribute  to  the  gen- 
eral defence.  I  must  be  permitted,  how^ever,  to  observe,  that  in 
matters  of  Public  Credit,  long  delay  is  equivalent  to  direct 
Refusal. 

Despotic  Governments  are,  in  War,  Superior  to  others  by  the 
Union  of  Efforts,  the  Secrecy  of  Operation,  and  the  Rapidity  with 
which  every  Wheel  may  be  moved  by  one  Sovereign  Will.  Thi« 
Superiority,  however,  is  amply  compensated  to  free  Govern- 
ments, by  the  Ardent  Attachment  of  their  Citizens,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Confidence  which  enables  them  to  make  Exertions  beyond 
their  force,  and  Expend  in  one  Year  the  Revenues  of  ^lany;  a 
signal  View  of  our  Enemy  in  the  unequal  Contest  she  now  car- 
ries on,  will  demonstrate  these  Advantages  more  clearly  than 
any  Arguments.  The  Credit  of  Great  Britain  is  not  only  her 
Chief,  but  it  is  almost  her  only  Support.  Inferior  in  everything 
else  to  the  Associates  combined  against  her,  she  still  makes 
Head  every  where,  and  balances  opposition  through  the  four 
Quarters  of  the  Globe.  While  we  feel  the  force  of  these  last 
Strugglings  of  her  Ambition,  we  must  admire  the  source  from 
whence  they  How.  Admiring  we  should  endeavor  to  imitate, 
and  in  Order  to  succeed,  we  need  only  to  make  the  Attempt. 
There  was  a  time  when  INiblic  Conlidencc^  was  higher  in  America, 
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than  ill  Auy  oiln  r  ("ouniiv.  Ilciicc  ilic  cxistciiro  of  tli.ii  IVijm'I-. 
whicli  \\oi'v  lis  tlii'on^rli  tlic  conllicl  «»!'  Hm-  yr;ns  Hostility.  In 
tlu'  iiHMiMiii  wlii'ii  iHMir  oiin'is  (ImiimI  ()pjK)80  (irejil  Hrltaiii  in  lu»r 
Carocr  towai'ds  Inivcrsal  l"]m|»ii<\  ur  md  lin-  .\inl»iii(»n  witli 
our  Fortiludi',  c'licouiilt'ii'd  lior 'I'\  i  niiiiy  wiiii  (»iii-  \'ii'l  iic  ami  oj»- 
posod  lior  ("t'rdil  wifli  (nir  Own.  \\ f  may  |m  rccivc  wliaf  our 
Creilit  uniild  liaxi'doiK',  liad  ii  Ixtii  siipjHUMcd  hy  Kf\rini»',  from 
^^llat  it  lias  alrrady  clVccicd  withoiii  that  snpjiorl  ;  as  wr  have 
no  reason  to  dor.ht  but  thai  it  luay  bo  restored.  \\h«n  we  rofloct 
on  the  fate  which  jKiju-r  (Jurrencit's  have  f(^rinerly  sustained. 
The  Api)eal.  as  I  have  already  liad  tlie  honor  to  Obseive,  is  made 
by  Congress  to  the  several  States;  some  of  them  have  answered 
by  pa^sinfT  the  Laws  Required,  others  are  Silent. 

^^']lene(•  this  Silence  proceeds,  I  confess  myself  at  a  Loss  to 
determine.  Some  reasons  indeed  I  lia\<'  heard  assij^ned  by  iii<li- 
viiltials.  in  ronv»rsatioii,  but  I  eanimt  conceive  that  they  should 
have  weij^iied  with  the  Legislatures,  indeed  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive how  any  Heasous  could  have  weij::lied,  a<.jainst  a  Matter  of 
Buch  iinjjortance  as  tlie  k(»e])in;^^  IMiblick  I'aith  inviolat<'. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  that  Commerce  will  not  bear  a  live  per 
cent  duty.  Those  who  make  such  assertions  must  be  \ri'\  little 
acquainted  '\ilh  the  subject.  The  aitichs  (►f  commei'ce  arc* 
either  siicli  as  ])eople  want,  or  such  as  ih<y  d<>  iu>t  want.  If  tlicy 
be  such  as  people  want,  tlu'y  must  be  ]>urchased  :it  the  |trice  for 
wliich  tliey  can  be  had,  and  the  duty  beinj;  i  tjual  on  all,  gives  to 
no  seller  any  advantage  over  anotlier.  If  (ui  tln^  Contrary  the 
Article  be  such  as  people  do  not  want,  they  must  either  increa^t* 
their  Industry  so  as  to  AlTord  the  use  of  it  with  the  duty,  or  else 
they  must  disix-nse  with  that  use.  In  the  former  case  the  com- 
merce is  just  wher«'  it  was,  an«l  in  the  latter  case  the  y)eo])le  con 
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fiume  less  of  foreign  superfluities — wliich  certainly  is  a  public 
benefit. 

I  have  also  heard  it  said,  that  the  duty  should  be  carried  to 
the  Account  of  the  State  where  it  is  levied.  Whatever  can  be 
the  object  of  those  who  contend  for  this  point  I  know  not.  If 
they  are  doubtfull  as  to  the  Justice  of  Congress,  that  body 
should  not  have  been  entrusted  with  the  power  of  apportioning 
quotas  on  the  several  States.  If  on  the  contrary  those  who 
make  this  proposition  expect  that  the  Commercial  States,  by 
carrying  the  five  per  cent  duty  to  their  private  account,  can 
derive  a  revenue  from  their  neighbors,  the  Idea  is  as  fallacious 
as  it  is  unjust.  The  Equity  of  Congress  would  lead  them  to 
relax  so  much  in  the  quotas,  as  would  render  the  contribution 
of  the  State,  proportionate,  or  if  that  could  not  be  done,  the 
suffering  State  would  be  induced  to  carry  on  its  own  Commerce. 
Thus  the  end  would  be  defeated,  as  indeed  it  ought,  for  surely 
the  advantage  derived  by  the  commercial  States,  as  a  mercan- 
tile profit,  is  sufficient;  without  exacting  a  Revenue  in  addition 
to  it.  Articles  imported  into  the  Country  are  consumed  in  the 
Country.  If  each  pay  a  duty,  that  duty  will  be  paid  by  All. 
The  tax  will  fall  ecpially  on  all,  and  therefore  ought  in  Justice 
to  be  carried  to  the  general  Account. 

I  have  also  heard  it  suggested,  that  the  public  debts  ought 
to  be  divided  among  the  Several  States,  and  each  be  called  on 
to  provide  for  its  proportion.  This  measure  would  be  sufficient 
to  destroy  the  credit  of  any  Country;  (he  Creditors  trust  the 
Union  &  there  can  be  no  right  to  alter  the  pledge  which  they 
have  accepted,  for  any  other,  even  for  a  better  one,  without 
their  free  consent.  Hut  this  is  not  all;  there  is  in  it  a  principle 
of  disunion  iuiplied,  which  uuist  l.e  ruinous.     Even  at  this  late 
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period  the  States  may  ^inirly  bo  subjiij^ated;  their  strength  is 
derived  from  their  I'nion,  everytliing  therefore  wliicli  injures 
that  Union,  must  impair  the  strengtli  wliicIi  is  dei)endent  u])on  it. 

I  shall  not  encroach  lonj^cr  upon  your  lOxceliency's  patii.'ncc. 
bj  adducing  furtlier  Arguments.  Everything  for  and  against 
the  proposition  has  doubtless  been  confjidered  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  that  Attention  which  is  due 
to  the  importance  of  those  objects  on  which  they  deliberate. 
I  think,  however,  it  may  fairly  be  concluded,  that  those  who  wi^h 
to  reestablish  the  Credit  and  confirm  the  Union  of  these  States,, 
will  comply  with  this  Requisition.  As  I  do  not  doubt  that  this 
is  the  sentiment  of  that  State  over  which  you  preside,  I  shall 
believe  that  the  I^egislature  will  at  their  next  Session  pass  the 
proper  I^aws,  and  I  shall  at  present  only  entreat  that  it  may 
be  done  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  take  the  liberty  however,  on  this  occasion,  to  make  an  obser- 
vation which  applies  indeed  to  many  others.  Thof^e  who  have 
the  public  weal  very  seriously  at  Ueart,  cannot  but  lament 
that  the  Acts  passed  by  many  States,  on  the  Requisitions  of 
Congress,  have  been  fettered  with  Restrictions  as  to  their  opera- 
tion and  effect,  very  inconsistent  with  that  confidence  whith  is 
due  to  the  integrity  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 
Nothing  can  be  more  pernicious  than  the  Jealousy  which  dictatts 
clauees  restraining  the  oiH'ration  of  Laws  until  Similar  laws 
shall  have  been  j)a8sed  by  the  other  States,  or  confining  the 
Revenue  or  Suj)jilif'S  to  partial  or  particular  objects  not  within 
the  design  of  Congress,  or  short  of  their  intentions,  or  any 
other  clauses  which  shew  a  diflidence  of  the  Statee  in  the  Sov- 
ereign representative  of  America,  or  in  cadi  otlicr.  Surh  jeal- 
ousies mu.«;t   prove   highly  detrimental,  if   nut   ruinous.       And 
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surely  there  can  be  no  ground  to  entertain  them,  for  the  Con- 
gress is  composed  of  Representatives  freely  chosen,  and  is  of 
consequence  under  the  control  of  those  by  whom  they  were 
appointed.  Nothing,  therefore,  ought  to  prevent  the  free  and 
generous  Communication  of  all  necessary  powers  to  Congress, 
&  I  am  confident  that  euch  a  communication,  will  more  effectu- 
ally dishearten  the  enemy,  encourage  our  Friends,  and  promote 
the  general  and  unanimous  Efforts  of  the  Whole  community, 
than  any  other  Circumstance  which  could  possibly  happen.  It 
is  a  truth  that  the  Enemy  do  not  even  pretend  to  hope  anything 
except  from  sowing  discord  among  us;  and  it  is  but  too  true, 
that  while  the  Whigs  of  America  are  daily  more  firm  and  united 
in  the  Cause  of  Independence,  there  has  been  too  little  attention 
paid,  to  give  to  that  union  of  sentiment  a  proper  political  Form 
and  consistency.  I  am  not,  however,  the  less  Confident,  that 
in  this  as  in  everything  else,  the  enemy  will  to  their  cost  dis- 
cover that  their  Hopes  have  been  extremely  falacious. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  &  Humble  Servant 

Robt.  Morris, 

S.  J.  of  Finance. 


[No.  3857.] 

Governor   Clinton   to   Wasliintjlon — In  Jicgani    to   Levies    and    the 
Protection  of  Our  Frantiers. 

Pokeepsie,  28th  July  1781. 
Dear  Sr,  On  the  Removal  of  the  regular  troops  from  the 
Frontiers,  Colo.  Willet  who  commands  the  I^^evies  stationed  in 
Tryon  and  Albany  Counties  wrote  to  General  Fellows  to  be  in- 
formed when  the  Levies  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
intended  for  the  Frontier   Service   might   be  expected.       This 
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morning  I  rcctiNcil  from  ('olo.  Willrl,  (loiil.  Fellows  answer  on 
that  subj(M't    wliicli    1   liaxf  tiir  limior  of  iiiclosinji;.       H.v  Genl. 
Fellows   h'tter   vour    I'^xi-elleni-v    will   jxTceive   that    (he  orders 
had  Ix^en  hut  iMMu^ntly  r(M'(MV(Ml  ^.K:  that  few  if  any  of  their  Men 
were  yet  raised.     Tiiai   Uerkshirc  County  i  which  I  i)r€^6nnie  com- 
po8e«5  his  Hrij^ade)  is  (o  furnish  only   IK.'!,  and  that   lie  had  not 
any  ( )id»'i's  for  nianhin.n  oNcn  those  to  Albany.     The  danger  to 
whiih  I  he  frontier  sellh'iiients  are  exposed  from  the  encourage- 
ment which  their  present  defenceless  situation  will  afford  the 
enemy  to  make  incursions  u|M)n  tiicm,  especially  at  this  season 
when    they   ari'  employed   in   gathering   in    their   Ilarveste   will 
apologize  for  luy  addressing  your  Excellency  on  this  Occasion 
and   rcijuetjiing   that   Measures  may  be   taken   to  expedite   the 
March  of  the   Fastern  Levies  de^^tined  for  their  Protection.     I 
\\A\i'  ordered  the  Levies  now  raising  in  this  State  to  the  North- 
ward  of  Albany  ».^   including  that  County  to   the   Frontier  in 
Confidence  that  with  those  which   I  am  authorized  to  raise  in 
the  other  parts  of  the  State  I  shall  be  fully  able  to  replace  those 
ordered  for  that  service  from  the   Faf^tern   States  i^c  which  at 
all   events   shall   be   faithfully   performed;   but   as  your    Fxcel- 
lency's  Recpiisition   on    this   State   was  not  as  early   as   to   the 
Neighboring  States  we  may  not  be  able  to  comidcat  om   (^uota 
quite  so  soon,     i    have   rea^on    to   hope,   however,   tiiat    by   the 
middle  of  next  month  we  shall   have  the  whole  of  them  in  the 
Field  tS:  a  considerable  l*roj)ortion  at  an  earlier  hay  should  they 
\>e  wanted.     As  soon  aa  this  Husiness  is  accomplished  I  mean 
to  do  myself   the   Honor   of   waiting  upon   your    l']xc(»lh'ncy  at 
Oamp.       In   the  meantime    1    haNc   the    Honor   to   !»«•   with    tlu' 
greatest  Reapect  &  Esteem 
His  Excellency  CJenl.  Washington. 
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[Xo.  n.^^iO.] 

Major  Moffat  to  Oovcrnor  Cliuton  in  Uniurd  to  Licutnwut  nrcwstcr'f 

Rank. 

I{l(K)miiij,'-Grovo,  20tli  July  1781. 

Sir,  Lioutonant  Browator  sliowod  nio  your  Exrollonsie'» 
orders  together  with  your  Lettir  jKcouipanying  tlie  same  direct- 
inpr  liini  to  proroed  to  Nr*wP»iir£:l>  in  order  to  assist  in  rollectinfc 
and  Tnust<'rinn:  the  Troops  now  raising  in  this  County  and 
Ulster  in  wliicli  you  are  pleased  to  observe  to  liiin  that  he  shall 
take  rank  agreeable  to  the  Rank  he  has  heretofore  held  in  the 
Militia. 

And  as  he  served  in  the  same  regiment  with  me  when  he  was 
first  Appointed  and  his  Commission  is  lost  he  has  made  applica- 
tion to  me  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  time  from  which 
he  ought  to  take  rank  least  there  should  be  no  other  way  of 
obtaining  it. 

I  would,  therefore,  Observe  to  your  Excellency  that  he  was 
appointed  a  Second  Lieutenant  in  a  Company  und(T  me  on  the 
2nrd  of  July  177G  and  in  Consequence  of  my  promotion  to  a 
Majority  (in  the  room  of  Major  \'erbryek  who  resigned)  he  was 
on  the  24th  or  25th  of  August  following  appointed  a  first  Lieu- 
tenant and  took  Rank  as  such  during  that  Campain— and  about 
the  first  of  August  1777  was  ordered  out  into  service  again  in 
the  same  rank  in  which  he  continued  untill  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner and  exchanged. 

I  am  however  ratlur  inclined  to  think  that  if  his  commission 
was  to  the  fore  it  would  give  him  rank  as  a  first  Lieutenant  from 
the  2?a\  of  July  177(1  as  the  return  fi.r  tilling  uj*  the  Commissions 
for  Col.  NicoH'e  Regiment  was  not  made  untill  after  my  pro- 
motion. 
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He  has  proceeded  to  NewBurgh  Attending  to  your  Excel- 
lencies orders 

I  am  with  the  most  profound  Respect  Your  Excellencies  most 

Obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

Thos.  Moffat. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3860.] 

General  Washington  Notifies  Governor  Clinton  that  a  Detachment  of 

Massachusetts  Militia  Has  Been  Ordered  to  Defend  New  Yorlc^s 

Frontier. 

Head  Quarters  Dobbs  Ferry,  30th  July  1781 . 

Dr  Sir,  Yesterday  I  was  honored  by  the  Receipt  of  youi 
Excellency's  Favor  of  the  28th  inst.  Sensible  of  the  Importance 
of  supporting  the  North'n  &  Western  Frontier  of  your  State, 
measures  were  taken  for  that  Purpose,  by  calling  for  the  Militia 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  as  early  as  the  Resolution  for 
drawing  down  the  Regular  Troops  was  adopted — and  my  Letter 
of  the  25th  June,  requesting  Governor  Hancock  to  order  600 
Militia  from  the  Western  Counties  of  that  State  to  march  to 
Albany,  was  forwarded  to  him  without  delay.  This  requisition 
I  had  Reason  to  suppose  had  been  early  complied  with,  untill 
your  Favor  informed  the  contrary.  In  Confidence,  however, 
that  tlie  orders  have  before  this  Time  been  given— but  that  no 
further  delay  may  happen  I  have  this  Day  addressed  Gov.  Han- 
cock on  the  subject,  requesting  that  my  Requisition  may  be  fully 
&  punctually  complied  with. 

I  am  happy  in  being  well  assured  of  your  Excellency's  Zeal  & 
Activity  in  forwarding  the  Levies  of  this  State  for  Public 
Service  and  trust  they  will  be  in  Readiness  by  the  Time  you 
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iTK^ntion.  ^'()ll  will  assur«' vojirsolf.  Sir!  n  mosl  licMily  Welcome 
<ui  iiiv  Tari.  wlu'iu'vcr  voiir  Convcuioncc  will  adiiiil  your  i»ayiiig 
a  \'isit  to  Camp. 

I   have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  Sentiment  of  Respect  & 
Ii<>pu'd  Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  humble  servant. 
Govr.  Clinton. 


[No.  3861.] 

Colonel  Wcisscufcis  Expresses  a  Grievance  to  Uovernor  Clinton,  who 
Promptly  Explodes  It  With  an  Offer  for  a  Commission. 

Pawlings  Precinct,  July  31st  1781. 
Sir.  Permit  me  (in  confidence)  to  Express  my  feelings  to  your 
FLxcellency,  upon  the  subject  of  the  seeming  neglect  I  experience, 
in  not  being  Called  upon  to  Serve  (Which  is  so  much  both  my 
inclination  and  my  whish.)  I  am  very  sensible,  Sir,  of  your 
Equitable  Judgment  in  either  accepting  or  Rejecting  persons  for 
public  Employ,  still  I  entreat  to  know  if  my  Character  as  an 
officer,  or  Faithfull  Citizen  has  been  impeached,  or  what  may 
be  the  occasion,  that  makes  me  unworthy  of  your  Notice.  Honor 
and  real  inclination  to  serve  my  Country  is  the  pre\ailing  motive 
which  induces  me  to  Whisli,  lif  any  stigma  of  rcllcction  lias  been 
trown  out  against  me)  to  have  the  satisfaction  Either  to  stand 
•  •r  fall  in  the  .Judgment  of  my  Fellow  Citizens,  by  an  Equall  and 
public  decision  of  facts.  I  am  with  ;^M'(at  Respect  Your  Excel 
Un»'y'«  mu.-^l  obedient   most   Inniiljle  Servant. 

Fred   Weissenfels. 
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Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

Pokeepsie,  4th  July  [Aug.]  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  expressing 
your  desires  of  having  a  Command  in  the  Present  Levies.  I  had 
reason  to  have  expected  an  earlier  Intimation  of  your  Intentions 
as  by  my  General  orders  for  embodying  these  troops  I  requested 
such  Gentlemen  Officers  as  were  acquainted  with  Service  &  in- 
clined to  enter  into  the  Present  to  signify  the  same  to  me  imme- 
diately. A  vacancy,  however,  suitable  to  your  Rank  is  still  open 
and  if  it  is  your  wish  to  fill  it,  it  is  at  your  Service.  In  this  Case 
it  will  be  Necessary  that  you  call  upon  me  for  your  Orders  with- 
out Delay.  I  cannot  conceive  what  Reason  you  have  to  suppose 
you  have  been  neglected  when  on  the  last  and  every  former 
Occasion  I  am  confident  you  have  been  treated  with  particular 
Marks  of  Attention  &  I  am  ignorant  of  any  Thing  to  occasion  a 
Change  of  the  good  Opinion  of  you  which  has  been  so  repeatedly 

manifested.     I  am  &c. 

(G.  C.) 


[No.  38G2.] 

Ezra    VHoinmedieu    to    the    Governor    on    Vei^iont    Affairs — The 
Governor  Replies  and  Alludes  to  Military  Matters. 

Philadelphia,  July  31  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  been  a(  this  Place  so  short  a  time,  that  I  am  un- 
able to  inform  you  of  many  of  the  special  MattiM-s  of  Public  Con- 
cernment now  before  Congress.  The  Arrangement  of  tlie  «lif 
ferent  Boards  a  further  proposed  Confederation,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute  with  Vermont  seem  to  be  the  Principal  ob- 
jects talked  of;  the  last  more  especially,  which  Congress  have 
had  under  Consideration  for  somelime  before  our  arrival.     Some 


intt'rcopttMl  letters  fi-oni  IjhiI  <J.  (  J<  riiiaiK'  on  this  siiltjtri.  mid 
the  sollicitations  of  New  llaiiipsliire,  lis  said  induced  tlieiii  to 
take  up  this  bTisiiiess  williont  a  ]?<*]>resontn(inTi  froiii  New  York. 
Tli(^  l^laii  is,  wliirli  is  a  Keport  of  a  Committee,  to  recommend  it 
to  New  York  and  New  I  I;inii»sliii(',  to  ndinipiish  tlieir  jurisdic- 
lion  ov  to  consult  on  tiie  I*ropriety  of  doinj^  it,  to  the  State  of 
Vermont,  according  to  her  former  claims,  ilie  Massachusetts  hav- 
injx  already  passed  a  Law  for  that  ])nr])ose  provided  tlie  other 
States  would  do  the  same.  This  report  being  the  order  of  tiiis 
Day,  was  recommitted.  This  plan  probably  might  in  some  de- 
gree exculpate  Congress  from  blame,  and  they  might  with  better 
Grace  refer  the  sufferers  to  the  State,  who  had  voluntarily  re- 
linguished  their  jurisdiction,  for  Compensation  for  their  Lands; 
lis  said  a  Person  from  our  State  lately  informed  some  members 
of  Congress  that  a  Majority  of  the  Assembly  and  a  greater  Part 
of  the  Senate  were  in  favour  of  granting  their  Independence. 
Possibly  this  might  have  some  etTect.  The  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  our  Peinonst ranee  against  the  Commissions  from 
(.'onneciicut  and  the  late  ordinance  of  Congress  liave  not  yet 
Iw^'ported,  tho  they  have  promised  me  it  shall  be  done  to-morrow, 
♦S:  I  make  no  doul»t  ii  will  be  favorable.  The  instructions  from 
the  Admiralty  I  am  told  is  j>ointed  against  going  on  tlic  Land 
and  conlines  all  Cai>lures  lo  llic  Water,  wliicli  will  !>-•  publicly 
made  known. 

The  Enclosed  Paper  contains  the  news  of  tlir  Day.  We  hoar 
nothing  late  from  Gen'l  Green  lo  be  deiH'uded  on.  Good  judges 
here  say  tliat  the  Enemy  cannot  do  anything  further  to  effect  in 
\'irginia  which  induces  ihem  lo  tiiink  they  will  be  recalled  to 
New  York.  A  great  number  of  Kefui:<«'  fannlit^s  have  lately  ar- 
rived here  in  Hags  of  Truce  from  Ciiarles  Town  in  distressed  cir- 
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cumstances  having  there  changed  their  hard  money  for  Paper, 
expecting  to  make  a  profit  on  the  same  here.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  City  at  present  are  very  kind  to  the  unhappy  sufferers. 
I  wish  it  may  continue. 

I  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  respect  and  Esteem  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  obed't  Serv't. 

Ezra  L'Hommedieu. 
Governor  Clinton. 

Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

Pokeepsie,  2Gth  Augt.  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  I  am  much  at  a  loss  how  to  make  you  a  suitable  Re- 
turn for  your  obliging  Letters  of  the  31st  July  &  16th  inst.  as  I 
have  not  one  word  of  news  worth  communicating.  The  Savages 
&  Tories  almost  daily  commit  Depredations  upon  some  one  Part 
or  other  of  our  Frontier  and  it  is  impossible  by  any  Force  we 
can  maintain  however  formidable  altogether  to  prevent  it.  A 
very  considerable  body  consisting  of  300  Indians  &  90  Tories 
lately  made  a  descent  upon  the  Settlement  of  Wawarsiuck  in 
Ulster  County  destroyed  about  12  dwelling  houses,  (among  which 
was  Job's  n.  Ilardenborgh's  Esqr.)  as  many  Barns  and  killed 
one  of  the  inhabitants.  They  were  pursued  by  the  Militia &Levies 
und(M'  Colo.  l*awling  but  without  effect.  Part  of  our  Army  and 
the  whole  of  the  French  moved  to  the  west  side  of  the  River  a 
day  or  two  ago.  This  occasions  great  speculation  »S:  various  are 
the  Conjectures;  some  of  our  most  Sanguine  Folks  pronounce 
positively  that  we  are  to  enter  the  city  by  the  Way  of  Staten  ♦& 
Long  Island  &  that  this  is  the  object  of  the  present  movement 
while  others  consider  it  as  relinquishing  the  idea  of  Offensive 
Operations  agt  our  Capital     I  hear  wilhouL  saying  a  Word. 
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li  i>  iiMTiifyiiii:  lliMt  'ri-;iit<ws  slionld  In-  i«  w  aidcil  lOi  ilnif 
Treason  \  tlial  ilios*-  in  mii-  Piil»lir  ('oiins<ls  w  Im  liav«*  eiioour- 
ajjod  iV:  alx^tttMl  tlu'iii  should  he  iniicliid  l.v  ilirir  wickedness, 
and  yvt  if  this  must  hr  the  cas*-  1  am  liai>ii\  ihal  tlir  Diajijrace 
will  not  iinnicdiatclN  f;ill  on  this  Si.iic  \  Mmi  I  li.id  a  Hand  in 
prevontinp:  it. 

I  N(..  ;:s(;;;.  I 

The  Ciovcrnor-s  I nstnicHmis  tn  Major  l.inimi  In  Otf/anizr  Levies. 

INdxcrj.si.-.  :;isi  .Inly  ITSl. 

Sir,  As  no  oth<'r  Ta-Id  ullicn-  is  yci  ;ip|toini<d  vdu  will  take 
charge  of  tlie  Levies  now  i-aisinjr  in  iliis  Sfnir  inh-ndcd  to  rein- 
force the  Aiany,  and  as  ii  \Nill  in-  necessary  ili;ii.  as  they  as- 
semble at  the  Places  of  K»'iidt'/,\ ons.  ilicx  I..-  fmnislicd  with  th<* 
means  of  subsistence  you  will,  ilierefoic,  make  seasnnalde  appli 
•  atioii  to  the  Command'jr  ()rticer(»f  the  Department  for  his  Order 
to  enable  you  to  have  them  su]»jdye<l  wiih  Tinx  isious  ^Vc.  As 
soon  as  any  numlM  r  nf  ihem  ;ne  rollected  yon  will  have  tlicm 
formed  into  S<piads  and  see  that  the  Ollicers  are  dijlii^ently  em- 
ployed in  exercizin;^'  \-  insi  iiirt  iii^  them  in  iheii-  duty  that  they 
may  take  the  field  with  K«i>nf  at  ion  ;  and  as  they  increase  you 
will  form  them  into  ('nmpanies  ;iml  assiirn  them  their  projn^r 
Oflicers  from  the  List  delivered  ynn.  >'<)u  will  make  we«'kly  re- 
turns to  me  desi«;nating  the  numlxM*  furnished  hy  ea<'h  Militia 
Regt  and  noting  tlieir  respective  Delitieuc-ies  and  you  will  Con- 
stantly hold  yourself  in  readiness  with  such  of  the  [yovios  as 
shall  be  collerted  to  move  on  the  shortest  notice. 
[Major  Lopan.] 
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[No.  3864.] 

Arrangement  of  Officers  in  New  Levies. 

Arrangement. 


Regt.  1. 
Colo.  Livingston's  40 

Colo.  P.  P.  Schuyler  25 


G5 
3. 

Oapt.  Joseph  Harrison 

Lieut.  Wni.  Van  Arnum 

Lieut.  Wm.  \VHson. 

2. 
Colo.  R.  VanRenselaer  30 

Colo.  Van  Alstjne  25 


55 


Capt.  Peter  Van  Renselaer 
Lieut.  John  Spencer 
Lieut.  Woodward 


Colo.  Whiting 

Capt.  Thomas  Skinner 
Lieut.  Raii(l()lj)h  Wilson 

4. 

Colo.  Wemples 
Colo.  Van  Xess 

Capt.  Aron  Hale 
Lieut.  Josiah  Skinner 
lyionl,  y-Au  Inchon 


40 


J.) 


50 


Colo.  K.  VanRenselaer 

C.  Cuyler 
Colo.  H.  K.  V.  Renselaer 


40 
25 
2.~i 


95 

90 


Capt.  Abin.  Livingstou 

Lieut.  Matthew  Trotter 

Lieut.  Jacob  Hogstrasst^r 
Colo.  Van  Bergens  Regt. 

Levies  to  Capt.  Conine 
Colo.  Vrooman's 

to  Capt.  Dubois 
Major  Taylor's 

to  White 
Colo.    Blair's,   Yates'   &   Van 

Veghten's  Comp't 

Capt.  Job  Wright  with  his 
present  subalterns. 


Charlotte  County 
Ca])(.  Dunham. 


ir.  1  l*Lin.ic  TAriCKs  or  (licoiuno  Clinton. 

[No.  3805.] 

(rovcnwr    (Uititan's    1  n}<tnictii)}is    tn    i'oUmrl    H<n/    U((}ayding    the 
Controvcrsu  irilh  Colontl  Pickcrifuj  on  the  Forage  Question. 

Poui^likoopsio,  1st  Aiif^.  1781. 
Sir,    I  luivo  rocM  your  Icllor  of  the  'Jdtli  nit.  wi(!i  tlie  enclos- 
ures.    As  the  disposition  of  tli«»  fora<j:e  ^:c  on  the  sequestered 
farms  in  Westchester  County  ic<  an  cxt  raordinaiy  Duly  char«,'cd 
ou  the  State  A^mt  ^:  part  icnlaily  jti-ovidf^d  for  l)y  law  I  do  not 
conceive  myself  aniliorized  to  o^ive  any  Instructions  on  the  Snli- 
ject.     My  sentiments,  therefore,  must  be  considered  as  from  an 
individual  and  not  as  a  Rule  for  the  Government  of  your  Con- 
duct.    Whatever  may   have  been   the  jren'l  sentiments  of  the 
Army  and   however  ^reat   the   Kespect   1    may   have   for   their 
opinion,  T  ran  by  no  means  admit  the  Idea,  that  tho  Property 
of  the  Stati*  in  Westrhester  County  is  become  forfeited  to  the 
Public  from  its  having  been  exposed  at  Times  to  the  Power  of 
the  Enemy;  nor  ran  precedents  founded  on  the  Practice  of  Euro- 
pean Stations,  if  any  such  there  are,  which  is  ecjually  inadmifl- 
sable,  support   the  Principle;  as  I  am  persuaded  none  can  be 
adduced  that  will  apply  to  the  Case  in  Question  when  the  nature 
of  our  War  &  the  spirit  of  our  Consideration  is  duly  considered. 
r.ut   without  entering:  on  a  Train  of  Ileaf^oninf::  which  to  you  at 
this  time  would   lie  unnecessarv,  the  Law  under  which  vou  act 
supposed  the  Prop<'rty  vested  in  the  State  &  subjects  it  to  your 
Dispositionw  and  by  this  alone  as  an  executive  oflicer  you  are 
to  be  povernod.     I  am  .sensible  that  circumstances  unforseen  at 
the  Time  may  have  turned  njt  which  may  render  it   im])ossibh' 
for  you  strictly  to  comply  with  ihc  Ix^tter  <>f  the  Law  and  in 
this  Case  you   will  stand  ju^tilied  at  least   in  my  oj)inion  «S:   1 
believe  T  may  venture  to  say  in  that  of  the  T/^'pislat nre,  in  pur- 
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suing  such  measures  as  shall  be  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  the 
Law  and  having  under  this  Idea  attended  to  the  different  Propo- 
sitions which  you  have  made  to  Colo.  Pickering  I  conceive  that^ 
should  he  agree  to  either  of  them,  you  will  as  far  as  present 
Circumstances  will  admit,  have  fulfilled  the  Intentions  of  the 
Law.  If  he  should  reject  both  of  your  proposals,  I  would  accept 
of  his  Certificate  of  the  quantity  of  Grass  &c.  need  by  the  Army 
in  Westchester  County  but  at  the  same  time  I  should  conceive 
it  your  Duty  to  procure  such  Evidence  of  the  Trespass  on  the 
different  sequestered  Farms  being  committed  by  his  or  the  for- 
age Master's  Order  as  would  support  Suits,  in  case  justice  should 
be  withheld,  and  the  State  should  think  proper  to  seek  Redress 
in  that  way.  I  perfectly  agree  that  it  would  be  most  proper 
to  have  this  matter  settled  with  our  own  Army  before  that  of 
our  Allies  should  be  pressed  on  the  Occasion  and  I  approve  of 
your  having  written  to  our  Delegates  on  the  subject. 
Colo.  Udny  Hay,  State  Agent. 


[No.  38GG.] 
Governor  Clinton  Sends  Colonel  Hay  Military  News. 

Pokeepsie,  1st  Augt.  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  Favour  of  the 
26th  ultimo  and  am  concerned  that  my  absence  at  Marble  Town 
when  your  letter  was  brought  to  my  Home  has  delayed  Major 
Chandonet  two  Days  at  this  Place  waiting  for  answer.  You 
can  expect  little  news  from  nie  worth  oommunicatiug.  Small 
parties  of  the  enemy  have  lately  made  their  Appearances  on 
Different  quarters  of  our  Frontiers  and  have  scalped  some  and 
done  others  Mischief,  particularly  at  Schohary,  where  they  have 
burnt  two  or  three  Houses,  and  I  am  informed  that  they  have 
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nil  Mrinod  sloop  in  Lnkc  (h(h-j::('  wliidi  :it  l<:is(  intli<;iirs  tlnir 
intt'iitions  to  contiinir  tlnii-  I  )i'in((lal  i(»ns  in  llinl  <^)ii;irlri-  if  not 
soinrtliinjr  nioro  srrions.  I  am  niiliajiiiv  in  iii<-  <lisappointinont 
of  I  In-  ladirs  and  pari  icnlarlv  on  acconni  of  .Mrs.  Ilav's  Indis- 
position. \o\]  will  jilcasc  to  oMVr  her  X:  acc(»pt  yonrsdf  Mrs. 
Clinton's  \  niv  best  rosport  ^:  assure  hvv  of  our  sinceivst  wislu'S 
for  luT  Kecovery.  I  bojj  yon  will  also  be  so  ohlip^ing  as  to 
present  my  Conij)linu'nts  to  my  Old  I'^iicnd  X:  Acquaintance 
Colo.  Dayton  whom  I  mucli  esteem  »S:  thank  him  for  the  news- 
paper. 


[No.  3807.] 

State    Conwiissarif    Wilvifs    Communkation    to    dorrrnor    Clinton 
Relative  to  Supplies  and  Funds. 

New  Jersey,  Westflekl,  August  2d,  1781. 
Sir:  The  last  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  paying  my  respects 
to  your  Excellency,  1  received  your  approbation  for  retiring  to 
my  Family  untill  the  Treasurer  would  be  enabled  to  Furnish 
nie  with  money  agreeable  to  the  Warrant  I  at  that  time  received. 
In  order,  however,  to  Facilitate  Husiness  and  ixpedite  the  sup- 
plies for  the  Tronj)s.  T  requested  the  Treaf-urer  to  write  me  word 
whenever  he  should  he  in  a  siluaiion  to  discharg«'  the  wai-rant, 
and  made  him  acquainted  (for  that  jnirpose)  with  the  place  of 
niy  abode.  Since  whi<  h  have  been  infornHMJ  l»y  letter  from  him 
that  he  would  shortly  be  in  a  capacity  to  |»ay  tin-  amount  of  the 
warrant;  but  as  the  depreciation  of  j>aper  money  is  now  so  great, 
I  would  request  your  Excellency's  Int^truct ions  whether  1  can, 
with  propriety  make  the  purchases,  as  I  shall  be  Under  the  disad- 
vantage of  procuring  them  within  our  own  State  at  a  very  great 
advance — the    neighboring    States    not    giving    our    money    any 
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chance  of  circulation.     I  shall  wait  your  Excellency's  commands 

at   this   place;   and   am,   Sir,   with   respect   your   very   humble 

Servant 

John  Wiley. 
His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton. 


[No.  3868.] 

Arrne  Unmsey  Appeals  to  the  Govomor  in  Behalf  of  Her  Hushand — 

The  Governor''s  Reply. 

Ballston,  3d  of  Augt.  1781. 
Sir,    Necessity  obliges  me  to  trouble  your  Excellency  at  this 
time  with  a  Request  which  I  Conceive  no  Other  Person  in  the 
State  is  Capable  of  Granting.    I,  therefore,  humble  beg  leave  io 
Acquaint  your  Excellency  with  my  Distressed  Circumstances — 
viz:  my  Husband  was  one  of  them  unfortunate  Persons  that  was 
carried  away  Prisoners  by  the  Notorious  Capt.  Waltimyer  About 
the  Eleventh  of  June  Last  to  Canada,  where  I  suppose  if  alive 
Still  Remains  by  which  means  I  am  T^ft  alone  with  a  Large 
Family  of  Children,  so  Small  as  not  to  be  able  to  Contribute 
anything  towards  there  Maintainance  and  Our  Circumstances 
being  Low  in  the  World  and  in  a  new  Country,  and  our  Living 
Chiefly  depended  on  the  Industry  of  my  Husband,  which  Revenue 
is  now  broke  uj)  by  this  Captivity — which  if  not  speedily  reme- 
died by  his  Return  must  soon  reduce  me  and  my  Family  to  the 
most  Indigent  Circumstances — To  Prevent   wliieli   Humble  beg 
that  your  Excelency  will  give  me  such  directions  as  will  W  most 
likely  lo  elTtu't  an  Exchange  of  My  Husband — Or  that   lie  may 
be  remembered  if  there  should  be  an  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 
although  I  should  not  be  able  to  atend  to  it  myself,  which  is  the 
humble  petition  of  your  Distressed  HumbU^  StM'vaiit. 

Anne  Rumsey — wife  of  David  Rumsey. 
Bxcelency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


158  rnn.ic  Paimchs  of  (Iicoikib  Clinton. 

TiiM  OovniiNOR's  FAVORAnLR  Rrply. 

Pokccj.sic,  1  nil  October  1781. 

MadniM.  I  have  ri'ccivod  your  lot  tor  of  (lic.'Jrd  instant  [Aujjust] 

Pud  have  ilirtclrd  the  Conuiiissary  of  rrisoncrs  to  pay  due  attcu- 

tion   to  tho  Exclianj^o  of  yonr  llnsbanil   and   nci^libors  in  Caj»- 

tivity  A;  you  may  rest   assnrrd   tliat    no  i»ains  will   \>v  sparccl   lo 

4'(Toct  it.     1  am  iVic. 

[G.  C] 


[No.  ;i869.] 

WiUiam   Durr   to  Governor  Clinton — Relative  to  the  Exchange  of 

}fr.  ('ovinhovcn. 

Kliinobeck,  Aiiji^t.  3rd,  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  When  I  was  at  Ponp^hkoepsie  I  mentioned  to  you  tlje 
Anxious  Desire  I  had  lo  procure  (he  exchanj^e  of  Mr,  Cov^en- 
hoven  hUelv  Caidurt'd  bv  the  llnemv,  but  vou  was  so  much  en- 
gapfMl  in  f'oincrsation  with  the  Chancellor,  that  I  am  afraid 
wliat  1  said  did  not  leave  the  Impression  I  wished.  Permit  me 
in  behalf  of  a  distressed,  and  numerous  Family,  and  of  an  hon 
est-desc'rvinj:^  man,  who  have  sacriliced  everythinjj:  from  their 
Zeal  to  tiieir  Country's  Cause,  to  Kntreat  the  favor  of  your 
Excellency  to  Interest  Yourself  in  oblainini,^  the  speedy  release 
of  ^fr.  Covenhoveii.  1  know  the  (lilliculiies  \yhicii  attend  the  ex- 
change of  citizens:  but  perhaps  some  witless  and  insi<;nifieant 
Charactf*r  with  us.  m«y  have  Interest  with  the  Knemy  to  ju'ocure 
bis  Release,  on  condition  of  beiui:  i>ermitted  to  j:o  to  New  York. 
It  IS  said  that  .Mi-.  Ifako.  and  I  >r.  Taller  are  Anxious  to  be  ex- 
changed—^] forlxai'  Enlarging  «»n  this  Subject,  because  I  know 
jour  disposition  to  Kelieve  the  l)istress«'s  of  the  firm  Friends  to 
their  Country,  and  shall  only  obt^erve  that  I  sliall  Esteem  your 
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Excellencjs  Interposition  in  this  Matter  as  a  Favor  conferred 
on  myself.     I  am,  with  much  respect. 
His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton  Addresses   the  Legislature  on  the   Condition  of 

Affairs  in  the  State. 

The  Legislature  were  convened  by  proclamation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, at  Poughkeepsie,  on  the  fourth  day  of  September;  at 
which  time  they  met;  but  the  number  of  members  present  being 
insufficient  to  proceed  to  business,  they  adjourned  from  day  to 
day,  until  the  seventh  of  the  same  month,  when  the  Governor 

delivered  the  following 

SPEECH: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 

It  was  with  regret  I  found  myself  obliged  to  convene  you  so 
early  in  the  season;  the  present  emergencies,  however,  you  will 
be  sensible,  rendered  your  meeting  at  this  time  indispensable. 

The  hearing  before  Congress,  relative  to  our  eastern  bounda- 
ries, is  to  commence  early  in  the  present  month,  and  as  the  dele- 
gates for  the  time  being,  are  the  agents  to  manage  the  contro- 
versy on  the  part  of  this  state,  and  the  present  delegation  will 
soon  expire,  you  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  proceeding  to  an 
ininiediate  election. 

I  am  unhappy  to  inform  you,  that  notwithstanding  the  provi- 
ijiion  made  for  the  defence  of  our  frontiers,  a  part  of  them  has 
again  been  desolated  by  a  merciless  enemy.  For  a  particular 
account  of  these  devastations,  I  must  refer  you  to  the  papers  I 
now  deliver  to  you — The  force  directed  to  be  raised,  by  the  legis- 
lature, for  the  frontier  service,  when  compared  with  tlie  extent 
of  country  lo  be  guarded,  nnd  with  wlmt  has  since  appeared,  the 
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8tr<'np:tli  <»f  \\w  ('iicmv  cniidovcd  amiinsl  il.  you  will  <lisrov<'r  to 
have  been  insiiflicit'iil  in  the  tirsl  inshiiuc,  ami  ii  liccam"-  loss 
cDiupotoni  in  consi'tiiu'iu'i'  of  (i»  ruiciuics,  and  l)y  ciilisl  incuts  into 
the  (^ontincntnl  hattnlions.  Allured  by  a  <:«'n«'rons  bounty,  tlic 
troops  VNcre  easily  indnccd  to  cnlcr  inio  oili<  r  corps,  wlicre  their 
time  of  service  was  i)rolon*j:ed  only  a  few  days;  and  Ifi  which 
they  were  not  exposed  to  <;reater  liardsliips  oi*  dauixei'.  To  pi-e- 
vent.  as  far  as  jyossible,  a  diuiinution  of  this  force,  1  ventured* 
althoujxh  nnanthorizcHl  hy  law,  to  r(»tain  on  the  fi-ont  ir^rs.  part 
of  the  levies  intended  to  reinforce  the  army;  whicli  1  iiusi  will 
receive  your  sanction;  and  nj)on  a  representation  of  th(»  situa- 
tion of  (lie  country  to  the  connnander  in  ehief.  his  excellency, 
from  an  earnest  desire  to  preserve  those  valuable  settkMiients, 
detached  for  their  defence,  ]>art  of  tlie  levies  from  the  Eastern 
states,  and  the  whole  briga(h'  raised  l)y  this  stat<',  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  army.  This,  liowever,  will  be  only  a  temporary  re- 
lief, it  being  uncertain  how  long  these  troops  will  remain  there: 
1  must,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  you,  to  ])rovide  against  the 
contingency  of  their  r<Mnoval,  which  will  certainly  take  place 
upon  the  ex])iration  of  the  time  limited  for  their  service. 
Gentlemen, 

Notwithstanding  the  measures  hitherto  pursued,  and  although 
these  states,  tlirough  the  indulgence  of  heaven,  abound  with  pro- 
visions, the  army  has  not  as  yet  received  seasonable  and  compe- 
tent supplies.  I  now  communicate  to  you  letters  from  the  com- 
mittee of  congress  at  head  (piarters,  an«l  the  commander  in  chi<f. 
upon  this  interesting  subject ;  and  recommended  them  to  your 
most  serious  attention,  with  the  fullest  conlidence,  that  nothing 
will  be  wanting  on  your  part;  and.  that  as  far  as  the  ability  of 
this  fitnio  extends,  no  means  will  be  left  unessaye<l.  to  ]>revenl 
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the  misfortunes  which  must  inevitably  result  from  a  failure  in 

the  essential  article  of  subsistence. 

Gentlemen, 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  present  situation  of  our  public  af- 
fairs, it  is  evident,  our  embarrassments  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  are  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  a  defect  of  power  in  those 
who  ought  to  exercise  a  supreme  direction;  for  while  congress 
only  recommend,  and  the  different  states  deliberate  upon  the 
propriety  of  the  recommendation,  we  cannot  expect  a  union  of 
force  or  council.  From  this  conviction,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sub- 
mitting, to  you,  whether  further  means  ought  not  to  be  devised, 
for  accelerating  the  proposed  confederation,  and  thereby  vesting 
congress  with  such  authority,  as  that  in  all  matters  which  relate 
to  the  war,  their  requisitions  may  be  peremptory.  It  is  with 
pleasure,  I  find  this  to  have  been  the  sentiment  of  a  convention 
of  committees  from  three  states,  lately  held  at  Boston;  whose 
proceedings,  at  their  request,  I  now  lay  before  you. 

Hitherto  the  war  has  been  carried  on  without  decisive  ad- 
vantages on  either  side,  and  though  it  might  be  presumed,  that 
our  enemies,  unsupported  by  any  ally,  and  with  every  otluM- 
power  at  least  unfavorable  to  their  cause,  would  have  been  con- 
vinced of  their  inability  to  withstand  the  United  arms  of  France, 
Spain  and  America;  and  have  witlidrawn  their  armaments  from 
our  coasts,  for  the  defence  of  their  own:  we  find  them,  however, 
obstinately  persevering  in  the  vain  hopes  of  conquest.  It  b(^- 
hoves  us,  therefore,  to  preserve  an  unremitted  zeal  and  spirit: 
and  especially  to  endeavor,  by  loiupleting  our  eontinenlal  bat- 
talions, to  establish  a  permanent  force,  suflicient,  wiili  ilic  di- 
vine blessing,  to  bring  tliis  contest  to  a  speedy  and  successful 

issue.     The  generous  aid  from  one,  and  the  mt^ati^st  exertions  of 
11 


Ik>1Ii   iialioiis  i'!i;:m;j:«m1   in    iln-  w;ir   wiili   iis,  oupjlil    to  (Micoiuage 
juul  stinnilalc  AiuriicM  In  Ihm*  utniosl  (.'Iforts. 
iNMiuhKccjtsif,  Scjit.  Till,  1780. 


The     (iorcrnor     lir'm;/s     licfore     the     Lci/ishiturr     the     Financial 
(^nfnpJirafion!^  ThrcatvnitHj  Ihr  Counfri/. 

Tlu'   li'iiislaliirc   convi^ncd   at   PonG:lilvOopsi(',   ])iirsiiant   to   the 

proclamation  of  tlic  Governor,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1781, 

but    as    there   was    not    a    (iiioriini    of    niemb(»rs    present,    they 

adjourned  from  time  to  time,  until  the  23rd  of  the  same  month, 

\Nh«'n  tluv  met  the  i::ov<M'nor  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  where  he 

made  the  followinj]^ 

SPEECH: 

Gentlemen  of  tlie  Senate  and  Assembly: 

The  elect injr  of  delej];ates  and  a  Council  of  ai)pointment  for 
the  ensuinji:  year,  rendered  the  meetinj::  of  the  len:islature  at  this 
time,  indisjH'nsable  by  the  Confederation.  A  new  conjijress  is 
to  convene  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  in  every  year.  You 
will,  therefore,  perceive  the  nec(^ssity  of  ])roceedin«x  to  the  choice 
of  members  of  this  state,  so  early,  as  that  llie  i)ersons  elected 
may  have  it  in  lliejr  ]»ower  to  attend  in  season,  and  jirevent 
the  inconveniences  which  might  n'sult  from  tlie  wnnl  of  a  repre- 
sent at  it>n  in  congress. 

Tlif  paj.ers  which  1  hav(»  now  the  h(»nor  to  lay  before  you, 
relate  lo  a  variety  of  matters  of  the  greatest  moment.  It  is 
Bubmitted  to  you  to  determine  wliich  <»f  iIkmu  lecpiire  your 
immediate  attention,  and  whi«h  may  with  saf<fy  and  projiriety, 
ha  deferred  until  the  events  of  lli.-  .ami^aign  shall  have  fully 
tinfolded  themselves,  and  the  legislatuiv  I..-  thereby  enal)led  to 
form  a  more  competent  judgment  of  the  ni<asnres  necessary  to 
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"he  adopted:  T  cannot,  however,  omit  rerommondini]:  to  vonr  par- 
ticular consideration,  the  letters  from  the  su]>erintendent  of 
"finance,  and  the  demands  on  this  state,  for  supposed  deficiencies 
in  the  sums  and  specific  supplies  recpiired  of  u*s  by  con^^ress. 
Your  deliberations  on  this  subject,  will  naturally  lead  to  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  a  settlement  of  our  i)ublic  accounts, 
^nd  a  further  and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  collection  of 
the  arrears  of  taxes  heretofore  directed  to  be  levied;  and  as  the 
fluctuating  state  of  our  paper  currency,  has  hitherto  conspired 
with  the  wishes  of  the  disaffected,  by  making  it  their  interest 
to  delay  the  payment  of  their  proportions.  I  submit  to  you  the 
propriety  of  adopting  measures  to  compel  the  payment  of  the 
•deficiencies  in  money,  at  least  equal  in  value  to  those  taxes  at 
the  time  they  severally  ought  to  have  been  paid.  This  appears 
to  me  to  be  dictated  by  policy,  and  warranted  by  justice,  other- 
wise the  burtlu^n  of  the  war,  which  ought  to  be  equally  borne, 
^ill  principally  fall  upon  the  most  zealous  friends  of  their 
country. 

1  am  ha])])y  in  being  able  to  inform  you,  that  through  the 
smiles  of  Heaven,  on  the  spirit  and  activity  of  the  troops 
stationed  on  the  frontiers,  those  settlements,  considering  their 
^reat  extent,  and  the  mode  of  warfare  ]>ursu(Ml  by  tlu^  enemy, 
have  sustained  less  injury  this  season,  than  we  lind  rensoii  to 
ji])l)rehen(l ;  and  although  we  have  recent  intelligence  wliicli 
indicate  an  invasion  of  the  Northern  ])arts  of  tlu'  stale,  yet  1 
trust  that  the  foi'inidabU^  detachments  of  regulai"  troops  and 
levies  lately  sent  thilher,  will,  willi  tlie  aid  of  ilie  militia  prove 
sufilcient  to  frustrate  \hv  di^signs  of  the  enemy,  and  ])rottH't  the 
•country  against  tluMi*  ravag(*s.  It  is  my  duty  ;u  tlie  same  time, 
to  remind  vou,  that  as  tlu^  l(>rm  for  wliich   the  levies,  for  the 


1*''^  Pritii.     rAi'i.us  or  (JKoitci:  ('mnton. 

iiniiH'diato  dcfriicr  of  tlic  st;itr  \v(MT  i-;iis(Ml,  will  soon  cxpii-,-.  it 
will  !)('  r('.|iiisit««  lo  mnkr  seasonable  provision  for  its  fm-ilier 
defence;  and  for  iliis  |.ni|)ose  fo  sn^cfest  to  yon,  (lie  exjtcdiency 
of  reviainfx  tho  law  for  raisini,^  troops  on  honiities  of  nnai)propri- 
ated  lands,  as  I  am  enconrafred  ]»y  the  otVicers  (»n<]:a^ed  in  these 
eorps,  lo  hclieve.  if  a  fnitli.r  time  was  allowed  to  roni])lote 
iliem.  and  a  small  additional  ju'cuniary  bonnty  <;i'anted,  a  nuni- 
l)er  of  valuable  recrnits  conh]  !)e  pT-ocnred,  from  tho  ])res(»nt 
lovit'S. 
(lentlomen, 

The  generous  conduct  of  our  illustrious  ally,  in  sending?  to 
our  assistance,  at  this  interestinj;  period,  such  powerful  arma- 
ments as  to  p:ive  us  a  decided  snpeiioi-ity  over  tlie  common 
enemy,  as  well  by  sea  as  land;  and  enable  us  to  commence  opera- 
tions against  them  of  the  most  important  nature,  with  flatter- 
ing prospects  of  success,  cannot  fail  atfording  th(»  highest  satis- 
faction to  evei'y  true  American,  and  demands  our  warmest 
grat  it  ude.— Every  consideration  of  interest  and  of  duty,  loudly 
calls  upon  these  states  for  correspondent  exertions,  that  by  the 
blessing  of  divine  Providence,  ujion  our  united  efforts,  we  may 
l)ring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  lionorable  conclusion,  and  secure 
the  inestimable  object  for  which  we  are  contending. 

roniihUeepsie.  ()(  t  ( .1  m  r  li.lj,  1781. 


[No.  :isio.] 

The  Nnr  York  iHhyatvs  Siilmiit  u  Mcnioriul  in  tin    \  <  rniont  Matter. 

To  tbo  United  Statps  of  America  In  CongrcHS  Asscmblod. 
The  undcrwrllton  DcloKntOM  for  thr  State  of  Now  York  have  the  Honour  In  Obedience 
to  an  exprenn  Iniitrurdon  from  the  Ix'Klflature  of  tho  State  of  Now  York  to  represent. 
tbat  on  the  2Uh  day  of  .September  177'j,  It  wan  unanlmounly  resolved  by  ConKress  that 
It  be  mont  eamently  rcrommcnded  to  the  Statc»  of  New  IlampHblre,  MasnachUHettH  Bay 
and  New  York  (among  other  thlngii)  fourthwlth  to  pbmh  Laws  to  refer  to  the  Oeclslon 
of  Contcreim  all  DlfTrrencen  and  plHputen  relative  lo  Jurlwllctlon  over  the  DiKtrlcl  call«d 


I 
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the  New  Hampshire  Grants  which  they  respectively  had  with  the  People  of  that  District, 
so  that  Congress  might  proceed  thereon  on  the  first  day  of  February  then  next  and 
Congress  did  thereby  pledge  their  Faith  to  carry  into  Execution  &  support  their  De- 
cision &  Determination  in  the  Premises. 

That  Congvesa  having  declared  it  to  be  essential  to  the  Interest  of  the  whole  Con- 
federacy that  all  intestine  Dissentions  be  carefully  avoided,  and  domestic  Peace  &  good 
order  maintained,  it  was  further  unanimously  resolved,  that  it  was  the  Duty  of  the 
People  of  the  District  aforesaid  who  denied  the  jurisdiction  of  all  the  aforesaid  States 
to  abstain  in  the  meantime  from  exercising  any  Power  over  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  said  District,  who  profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  of,  or  owe  Allegiance  to  any 
or  either  on  the  East  or  west  side  of  Connecticut  River  were  to  be  considered  as 
included  within  the  said  District  but  such  as  had  theretofore  joined  in  denying  the 
jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  said  States,  and  had  Assumed  a  seperate  jurisdiction,  which 
they  called  the  State  of  Vermont. 

And  further  that  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  the  three  States  aforesaid  ought  in  the 
meantime  to  suspend  executing  their  laws  over  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
District,  except  such  of  them  as  professed  allegiance  to,  and  confessed  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  same  respectively;  and  further  that  Congress  would  consider  any  violences  com- 
mitted against  the  Tenor,  true  intent  &  meaning  of  that  Resolution,  as  a  Breach  of  the 
peace  of  the  Confederacy,  which  they  were  determined  to  keep  and  maintain. 

And  it  was  further  resolved  unanimously  that  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  no  unappro- 
priated lands  or  Estates  which  were  or  might  be  adjudged  forflted  or  confiscated  lying 
in  the  said  District  ought,  until  the  final  Decision  of  Congress  in  the  Premises,  to  be 
granted  or  sold. 

That  in  Pursuance  of  the  said  Recommendation  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York  passed  a  law  fully  authorizing  Congress  (among  other  things)  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  differences  &  disputes  relative  to  jurisdiction  between  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said  District  which  lies  on  the  west 
side  of  Connecticut  River  as  denyed  the  Jurisdiction  of  that  State,  and  that  the  said 
Decision  being  duly  made  and  published  should  be  &  remain  final  and  Conclusive 
against  the  State  forever. 

That  in  conformity  to  the  said  Resolution  and  Law  and  at  great  Expence,  the  State 
of  New  York  made  the  necessary  Preparations  for  supporting  their  Territorial  Rights, 
and  similar  steps  were  taken  on  the  Part  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

That  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1780,  all  the  Parties  concerned  in  the  said  Con- 
troversy (the  Massachusetts  Bay  excepted)  attended,  namely  the  Delegates  &  agents  for 
the  State  of.  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  respectively,  &  Ira  Allen  and  Stephen 
Bradley  in  behalf  of  the  People  of  the  Grants  claiming  a  seperate  and  Independent 
Jurisdiction,  Luke  Knowlton  Agent  on  Behalf  of  a  Number  of  Towns  within  that  Part 
of  the  said  District  known  by  the  name  of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  and  Peter  Alcott, 
and  Bazalect  "Woodward,  Agents  for  the  Towns  in  the  Northern  Parts  of  the  said  District 
on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  River  and  the  Delegates  as  Agents  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  laid  before  Congress  Evidence  with  an  intent  to  prove,  that  the  District  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New  Hampshire  grants  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River  is 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  New  York;  that  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  had 
acknowledged  this,  and  that  the  People  of  the  said  District  had  been  represented  In  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  since  the  year  17(14.  and  submitted  to  the  authority.  Jurisdiction 
and  Government  of  the  Congress  and  Convention  of  the  said  State,  'till  late  In  the 
year  1777,  and,  therefore,  have  no  right  to  a  seperate  and  Independent  Jurisdiction: 
that  on  the  27th  day  of  the  said  month  of  September  all  the  Parties  being  present, 
except  Messrs.  Allen  and  Bradley  agents  for  the  People  of  the  Grants  claiming  a 
seperate  and  independent  Jurisdiction,  who  altho  duly  notlfyed  now  declined  any  further 
attendance.  The  Agents  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  proceeded  to  offer  Evidence 
tending  to  prove,  that  the  tract  of  Country  known  by  the  name  of  the  New  Hampshire 
grants,  was  within  the  State  of  New  Hampshire;  and  that,  therefore,  the  People 
Inhabiting  the  said  Tract  of  Country,  can  have  no  Right  to  a  seperate  and  Independent 
Jurisdiction.  That  Luke  Knolton,  Agent,  on  Behalf  of  part  of  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land within  the  said  District,  and  Peter  Olcott  and  Bazalect  Woodword.  Agents  from 
the  Towns  In  the  Northern  Parts  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  on  both  sides  of 
Connecticut  Rlvor,  being  respectively  called  upon,  and  having  nothing  to  add.  and 
pressing  Congress  to  come  to  a  determination  withdrew. 

That  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  New  York  have  repeatedly  entreated  Congress  to 
decide   the   Matters   in   Question   respecting   the   Claim   of  an   Independent   State,    set  up 
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bj   some  of  the  Inhabitants  of   tho    District  aforesaid,    but  a    Decitiion    hatli    lilthorto- 
b«en  deferreil. 

Tho  uiidcrwritton  delegates  are  further  instructed  to  represent  that  tho  State  of  New 
York    in    en  with    the   resolutions   of   ConKrcss    boforo   recited,    have    hitherto 

•utiponded  11  on  of  their  laws  over  any  of  the   inhabltnnlH  of  tho  said  district 

Stxcvpt  sui-h  lis  piiitcsscd  allc.nlnnce  to  and  confossed  tho  Jurisdiction  of  tlio  Haniu  and 
have  refrained  from  granting  any  lands  within  the  said  district.  The  inhabitants  who 
deny  our  Jurisdiction  on  the  contrary  have  strengthened  their  party  by  disposing  of 
th08«  lands  and  exercised  force  to  compel  their  neighbors  within  tho  said  district  who 
profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  of  and  to  owe  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
submit  to  their  authority:  And  in  violation  of  tho  express  resolutions  of  Congress 
have  passed  acts  to  Include  within  their  assumed  Jurisdiction  several  considerably- 
soltlrmonts  extending  Westward  from  the  claim  they  set  up,  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  said  resolutions  to  the  middle  of  Hudsons  river  that  their  high  handed  incroach- 
ments  have  greatly  Interrupted  the  raising  of  levies  and  supplies  within  the  State  of 
New  York  for  the  support  of  the  war  and  must  be  productive  of  further  weakness  an* 
disorder  and  render  the  said  state  already  greatly  oxliaustcd  and  desolated  alto- 
gether unable  to  contribute  to  the  common  cause.  From  those  weighty  considera- 
tions the  underwritten  are  expressly  Instructed  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York  to  urge  Congress  agreeably  to  their  said  resolutions  ami  engagements  to  deelda 
the  controversy  so  long  subsisting  respecting  the  claim  of  independent  jurisdiction  set 
up  under  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont  and  to  take  measures  in  the  mean  time  for 
re.'^training  the  Incroachments  of  the  said  Inhabitants  at  least  within  the  bounds  whicb 
they  themselves  have  till  the  late  extraordinary  extention  considered  represented  and- 
claimed  as  comprehending  the  Now  Hampshire  grants.  The  underwritten  do  therefore 
by  this  publlck  act  which  they  pray  may  be  received  and  filed  among  the  records  of  the 
United  Stales  make  known  the  just  expectations  and  earnest  request  of  tlie  legislature 
Of  the  State  of  New  York  declaring  their  readiness  to  lay  before  such  of  the  members 
of  Congress  as  may  be  uninformetl  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  title  of  Now  York  to  all 
that  part  of  the  controverted  district  which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river. 

Done  at  Philadelphia  in  obedience  to  the  Express  Instructloa 
of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  the  3d  day  of 
August  1781  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  Independence. 

Signed  James  Duane  j  Delegates    for    the    State    of 

Ezra  L'Hommedlcu         /  New  York  and  regents  In  th» 
^  controversy  referred  to. 

A  copy  compared  with  the  original  filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  the  United  State* 
la  Congress  Assembled. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 


[No.  3871.] 

(Jcninil     W  ash  in</h)H    In    (lorufinr    i'l'uihni       Im     l/ir    Ih  f(iirr    nf    the 

\t  ir   )  nt  1:  f'ltnifii  r. 

]I.;i<l  Qii:n-f«'rs.  DnM.s   I'.rr.v.  ."lli  An-sf.  17,^1. 

Di'ar  Sir,  \(*\\v  l-'nvor  of  tin-  Isl  Inst  iiirlnsiiiu"  tin-  LnhT 
from  <iin.  Sr|n]\l»  r  \  oIIhts.  is  tliis  iihhimiiI   conir  to  linntl. 

If  is  nnf  a  litflf  «liHtr«'ssin«r  '<>  ti»><i  that  tin-  Si;ii.s  will  not 
or  raiuiot  till  their  IJuiiliiniil  ;il  iJaflalioiis,  or  alVord  ilic  Aids 
of  Militia  n-qnirr-d  frnm  tln-ni  lnit  (hat  instead  tliereof  tln'j 
ure  t*X|M'i-t iii;j  from  iim-   tin-   U-\\   opeialiiii;  'rido|>s  wlii<  li   I   have 
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to  dopond  on.  The  Consequence  of  this  Conduct  is  too  obvious 
to  need  any  Comment.  Instead  of  offensive  Measures  a  defen- 
sive Plan  must  be  adopted — instead  of  an  active  &  decisive 
Campaign,  which  I  had  hoped  to  have  made,  we  must  end  our 
operations  in  Languor  Sc  Disgrace— &  perhaps  protract  the 
War,  to  the  Hazzard  of  our  final  Ruin. 

In  Consequence  of  your  Excellency's  former  Letter,  I  dis- 
patched an  Express  to  Govr.  Hancock,  with  a  reiterated  Request 
that  he  would  order  on  the  Militia  of  Berkshire  &  other  Western 
Counties  immediately  to  iVlbanj- — and  have  also  addressed  Ihe 
Command'g  officer  of  the  Militia  raising  in  those  counties, 
begging  him  to  march  forward  without  delay  to  the  Orders  of 
Gen'l.  Clinton.  What  effect  these  Requisitions  will  have,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  say.  In  the  meantime,  I  will  leave  the 
Remains  of  Courtlandt's  Regt.  at  Albany,  trusting  that  the 
State  will,  by  its  own  exertions,  enable  me  to  call  them  down 
when  necessary,  by  substituting  0  months  men,  if  those  for  three 
years  cannot  be  obtained. 

In  hopes  that  no  further  Delay  of  the  Militia,  from  the 
Western  parts  of  Massa'ts.  may  happen,  for  Want  of  any  Exer- 
tions on  my  part,  I  have  desired  ^laj.  Genl.  Lincoln,  an  olTu'er  of 
that  State,  to  i)roceed  to  the  County  of  Berkshire,  for  (he 
Express  ])urpos(^  of  hastening  them  on — however  little  EtYt^ct 
my  written  A]>])li('ati()ns  have  had — I  ho])e  his  personal  Attend- 
ance will  produce  the  Aid  w(^  expect  from  those  Counties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  Highest  EstecMu  «!s:  Res])ect 
Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't  &  Hum'le  Servant 

Gov'r.  Clinton. 


16S  PUBMC    Pa1»KI{S    ok    (iKOU(;K    C^MNTON. 

[No.  r?872.] 

Ilvnrff    Wisnrr    to    (tovvninr    Clinton      Ijiics    of    Colonvl    AUison^s 
}\r(j\wn\t  uful  linf  for  the  Tntops — Thv  (lovcrnors  Ixcplij. 

Fishkill,  Aii^'iist  Oth  1781. 

Dejir  Sir,  1  1*..  in^  ;il  Fishkill,  think  it  my  (inly  (o  inform  your 
Excollcnry  .tlini  it  is  ncjir  ;i  wnAi  past  Sinrc  Major  Hctfichl  in- 
foruHMl  iiH'  tliat  the  whole  of  the  Ilccruits  of  liis  llc^^iincnt  were 
raistnl,  «'Xc<'j»t  12  Or  ."»,  and  that  he  ('X]HH't<'(l  tln'in  in  cvcrv  liour. 
So  that  1  make  no  Donht  \\\\\  lliat  tlic  NN'holc  arc  (»n  tho  ;rroiind 
Hy  this  Tinu'  as  lie  sent  them  to  r('oni])a('k  as  fast  as  thoy  ware 
Raised;  he  tohl  nn*  that  he  knew  of  no  jM'ison  Heinj;  yet  ai>- 
pointiMJ  to  muster  them  I5ut  expi'cted  they  would  he  mustered 
at  some  j)laoe  on  the  frontiers.  If  your  Kxeellency  has  not  fixed 
nn  any  j»erson  for  thai  purpose  1  can  very  justly  recommend 
Major  Dewitt  a^  he  is  very  exact  about  what  sort  of  men  he 
Keceives:  I  believe  him  to  be  a  faithful  good  ollicer.  His  Be- 
liaviour  lias  been  exc<*prK»nably  j^ood.  N\  hile  on  (nir  ti-ontiers. 

1  iu'ceived  a  few  lines  from  him  *J  or  i*>  hays  since.  lie  informs 
nj«'  tliat  .*'  In<liaiis  had  then  made  their  ai»jM'arance  on  the  west 
Hanks  of  Delawar,  and  that  he  had  40  of  liis  men  there  in  pur- 
suit of  them.  Wat  success  they  have  had  1  have  not  Inward.  The 
want  of  Iteef  for  the  sMj>j>ort  of  the  troops  there  is  very  j^reat: 
not  a  sin;rle  h(»of  c-in  I»e  had  on  the  Credit  of  the  State.  Mr. 
Wood  has  by  m,\  adviee  purchased  to  ilu'  amount  of  about  one 
hundr<'d  pounds  and  given  his  own  iJond  to  the  DitTerent  persons 
payable  in  a  few  montlis  in  Silver  hollars.  I  expect  to  be 
equally  ('oncennd  with  him  in  the  Kisk.  .M«>i<'  Cattle  can  be 
had  on  tie-  same  ('onditions  \\\\\  on  no  meaihod  short  of  that. 
The  B<*ef  now  purchased  on  that  footin<:  will  last  about  one 
month   from    this   time.     There   is   scvrral   persons   tennants   t<» 
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Delancey  who  are  fating  cattle  to  Rais  Money  to  pay  for  their 
farms;  if  any  meathod  can  be  provided  by  which  those  Cattle 
might  be  turned  that  way  I  Believe  a  pretty  good  suply  might  be 
got  that  way. 

I  am  With  all  Due  Respect  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
Humble  Servant. 

Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

Pokeepsie,  10th  Augt.  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  moment  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant.  I  am  happy  to  be  informed  that  the  levies  of  your 
Regt.  is  so  nearly  compleated.  I  some  time  since  issued  an 
order  to  Major  DeWitt  to  receive  and  muster  them  but  as  it  is 
probable  it  may  not  have  been  received,  I  now  enclose  a  Dupli- 
cate which  I  beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  by  a  safe  Con- 
veyance. The  good  character  yon  give  Major  DeWitt  affords 
me  great  Pleasure,  as  his  Attention  to  Duty  and  prudent  Con- 
duct will  insure  him  the  Confidence  of  the  Inhabitants  &  facili- 
tate his  Command.  I  am  sensible  of  the  Difficulties  which 
attend  the  supplying  the  troo])s  on  the  Frontiers  with  ^leat 
and  I  have  urged  the  Agent  in  tlu^  most  pressing  Terms  to  use 
every  Exertion  for  that  Piirjvose.     1  am. 


[No.  387.-^.] 
Peremptory  Orders  to  Major  Buntschotcn. 

August  6th  1781. 
Major    Buntschotcn    will    imnuMliately    proceed    to   the    com- 
mand'g  olTicers  of  the  several  Regiments  in  Dutchess  County 
who  li:iv(^  not  yet  furnished  their  full  Quota  of  T/^vies  agreeable 
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ti>  his  Kxcrllriicx 's  ( )i(l('is  itf  (In-  'J'Jiid  of  Marcli  l;isl  Mini  tlciuand 
of  llu'in  in  flic  most  ]Mrrni|)t oi-\  inniiiii-i'  ili;M  ili<\  forthwith 
raiiso  (h'tnrliiiMiit  s  (o  he  iiuiih'  finin  I  he  i*csj)rcl  i  vc  (l('liii(|ucnt 
i'hissi'S  a^n-cable  to  J. aw.  Such  Olhci-is  as  shall  neglect  a 
]>r(iin]>t  c(>nn»lianc(^  witli  these  ()r(l<'rs  \u:\y  rest  assured  lliat 
the  Treasurer  \\ill  be  tlii'eeted  to  jirosernte  for  the  I'^ines  iui- 
lM>s<(l  on  ihein  hv  the  said  Law  wiilioni  fiii-ilier  notico.  Major 
Huntschottii  will  make  r<j)()rt  to  liis  Kxcidlencv,  as  soon  as 
j>ossihlr  of  the  result  of  this  lUisiness. 


[No.  3874.] 

Colotul   Marians    WilJdt    {<*    (loirrnor   Clinton   Conccniinrf  LevieSy 
Defence  of  the  Frontier  and  Xeir  Officers. 

Albany,  li  Au<:l.  81. 

Sir,  I  ex|>eet  this  h-tter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  the  Attorn(*y 
General.  I  Innc  had  some  talk  with  him  about  my  situation  and 
the  need  I  stand  in  of  some  ("ash.  lie  promises  me  to  accjuaint 
your  Kxcelleney  of  the  substance  of  my  Conversation  with  him. 
And  he  ttdls  me  hv  thinks  you  are  authorized  lo  order  us  money 
on  account.  If  u]>on  examination  this  should  a]>]>ear  to  be  the 
case  1  need  say  nothing  more  than  I  have  alrea<ly  said,  except 
that  the  ditlieulty  of  doin;:;  almost  every  kind  of  bnsim'ss  is  ren- 
dered greater  for  want  of  Cash. 

The  Ke^jiments  of  Colonels  W'hilin;:.  \  an  Ntss.  \'an  .\lstine 
nnd  Henry  Henssehjer,  of  Claverack  have  forwardecl  the  most  of 
their  new  levies.  I  ha\e  r<'eei\(*d  none  fiom  any  other  Ke;:i- 
nients,  but  am  (loinj:^  all  I  can  t<>  jncss  tlein  in  this  business. 
By  Governor  Hancock's  hitcr  you  will  ser  h(tw  the  reiuforce- 
tnents  from  the  Kastward  stands.  I  can  h«ar  of  nonf  njo\in^ 
this  wav.     Should  the  n«'<essarv  orders  from  the  Commamh*r  in 
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Ohief  be  not  yet  forwarded,  your  Excellency  will  perceive  the 
propriety  of  endeavoring  to  have  it  done  without  loss  of  time. 

Colonel  Lush  will  forward  to  you  a  list  of  the  Officers  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  the  new  levies.  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
vour  Excellency  that  Lieutenant  Abram  A.  Fonda,  John  Low 
and  Bartel  Hendricks  were  received  and  have  done  duty  in  the 
former  levies  in  the  place  of  some  Lieutenants  who  did  not  ac- 
cept of  their  appointments,  but  have  not  yet  received  Com- 
missions. 

Tomorrow^  or  next  day  I  i)ropose  to  set  out  for  Tryon  County 
^Vhen  I  shall  visit  every  post  in  the  County,  make  some  distribu- 
tion of  the  ordnance  which  is  at  present  at  Fort  Herkemer  a 
part  of  which  ought  before  this  time  to  have  been  removed  but 
which  has  been  out  of  power  for  want  of  strength.  I  am  Your 
Excellencie's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


iJorcnior  John  Hancock  Expresses  Surprise  to  Colonel  Willett  Over 
the  Massachusetts  Troops  Delay. 

Boston,  Augt.  2d  1781. 
Sir,  Imediately  upon  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court  for 
Raising  the  Men  for  the  Continental  Army,  1  issued  orders  to 
tlic  several  Brigadiers  r«Mjniring  them  to  i)ro('ur('  tlie  Men  as 
siKM'dily  as  Possibk%  and  to  order  their  march  to  W  et^t  or  to 
siicli  otlier  ])hi('e  as  His  Excellency  General  ^Vashington  should 
direct.  I  concluded  the  men  were  marched  some  time  ago,  and 
am  surprised  at  the  delay.  I  will  write  to  the  Brigadiers  and 
hat^ten  their  march,  but  their  ])articular  destination  must  be  de- 
termined by  the  orders  of  General  \\'ashington.  The  General 
souK'time  ago  wrote  me  he  should  order  a  part  of  our  Militia 
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to  Albanv,  \  tlirv  iwv  on*^i\iii'(\  for  any  service  &  to  march  to 
siicli  |)1mccs  MS  lie  shall  please  lo  Direct.  I  will  give  elTectual 
orders  foi-  the  Imediale  inarch  of  (he  Men. 

I    wisli   you    ha|)|»y    and    am    with   Sentiments   of    Kf^tcMMn,   Sir, 
'N'onr  \(>ry   I  hnnhle  Ser't 
Mariniis  NN'illetl.  l']s(|r.  .Mbany.     <'(»ppy. 


[No.  3875.] 
Levies  in  Sudtiout's  Urif/ddc. 
K<*tnrn  of  the  levies.  Received  at  Fishkill  from  tlie  Diferent 
Rejrts    in   (leneral    Swarioul's    liri^adc.    to   rontinue   in   Service 
until!  Dec'r  next. 

Colo.  Brlnclu'rhoff  8  Do    Hopklix  Do   V.  DprBurgh's  Do.  LiKllnton'H  Do.  Oraham'ii 

29  23  1  9  4 

Do.  Frears  Do.  Fellds 

10  27  Ti.tal   103 

Fishkill  Anjjt.  7th  1781  Christopher  Codwise.  Capt.  &  M.  Mastr. 


[No.  3870.] 

ffthmrl    Ihni    to   dnronur   Clinton    Conccrnini/    Confiscated    Estates 

and  ('(dond  IHckcrinff. 

Fislikill.  'I'nesday  niorninu  lAni:.  7.  ITSl.] 
I><'ar  Sir,  ]\\  a  Conversation  willi  an  old  friend  of  min<\  who 
yoii  will  have  an  op|K)rt  niiily  of  seeing;  at  my  house  to-day,  i 
suspect  tliat  the  jiresent  dis|)ute  with  Col.  ri(  keriuLT  is  hut  a 
prelude  to  an  attempt  for  wrest in«;  from  us  the  <"ontiscated 
Kstates.  I  could  wish  you  would  take  an  op|)ort  unity  of  liear- 
in;C  him  on  the  occasion  which  will  better  enable  you  to  l'(U'ni 
a  j»ro|HM'  .ludirnient.  1  am  very  certain  the  i(h'as  he  Indds  forth 
aie  not  his  own  thou;;li  I  rannot  form  the  least  ojjininn  from 
whence  he  ha8  got  them. 

I  am  mo<^t  rej«f>ect fully  Your  Exrellpnry's  most  ohed't  liumble 
Sev'l 
doveriioi'  Clinton. 
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[No.  3877.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Clinton — A  Suggestion  of  Treason  from 
Vermont — Pushing  Forward  Reinforcements  from  Massachusetts. 

Pokeepsie,  7th  August,  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  As  early  as  last  Fall  there  were  Reasons  to  suspect 
that  the  People  of  the  Grants,  at  least  those  of  them  who  had 
assumed  &  exercized  the  Powers  of  Government  had  formed  a 
criminal  connection  with  Great  Britain.     A  variety  of  Circum- 
stances during  the  Winter  and  since  justify  the  impression  and 
a  Letter  from  Lt.  George  Germain  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  the 
7th  of  February  last,  found  in  the  mail  on  Board  the  Maria 
Theresa,  Packet,  &  carried  into  L'Orient  &  from  thence  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  an  extract  of  which  I  now  enclose  you  fully 
establishes  the  Fact.     I  have  not  received  this  Officially  but  it 
came  to  my  Hands  in  a  Manner  that  leaves  its  authority  indis- 
putable.    I,  therefore,  conceive  it  my  duty  to  make  you  this 
Communication  that  being  early  apprized  of  the  Defection  &  the 
Design  of  the  Enemy  in  Consequence  of  it,  you  may  be  on  your 
guard  &  prepared  by  every  means  in  your  Power  to  defeat  their 
Intention.     B}'  instruction  in  this  extract,  you  will  observe  it 
woud  appear  that  the  British  ^linisterwas  led  to  hope  that  some 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Albany  were  concerned  in  the  Measure, 
but  upon  what  Evidence  I  am  ignorant  &  it  must  be  left  to  time 
to  discover  this  as  well  as  any  otlirr  Matter  which  at  Present 
appears  very  mysterious.     T  would  wish  to  believe  that  Iveaders 
only  are  concerned  in  this  wicked  business  and  that  when  their 
intentions  are  ascertained  thev   will  be  deserted  bv  the  Bulk 
of  the  People,  &  yet  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  they  would 
have  been  so  hard}'  as  to  have  ventured  on  a  Measure  of  this 
kind   in  which  they  had  so  much  to  fear  vK:   nothing  to  expect 
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witlioiit  tli(»  support  of  nl  Irnst  a  Majority  of  (lio  Inliabitaiils. 
It  is,  I  lirrt'fniT.  rci'lainly  wi^<'sl  lo  siij>|»os<'  (lio  worst  and  he 
pivparcil  acroiMliiiLriy.  It  is  jiroliahlc  that  you  may  bo  pos- 
poss(m1  of  many  ( 'ircunistancos  wliidi  itlio  at  llio  (iino  may  lia\e 
appearod  immatorial)  will  liolj)  to  uiiia\ol  tlio  Cluo  »S:  oj)en  llie 
way  \o  more  extensive  Discovorios.  I  lia\<'  mmtioiuMl  tiiat  ilic 
infoi-mat inn  (tn  this  ^ubjoct  was  not  (tlVicially  received.  It  is 
my  iK'siro,  tliori-'furi',  that  a  jtiudcnt  use  l)o  nuide  of  it,  di\ul;^- 
inj::  it  only  wlioro  it  shall  ai>j)oai*  essentially  necessary  «S:  then 
without  mentioning  how  acquired. 

Genl.  Lincoln  passed  nj»  the  Iviver  in  a  Ilar^e  about  1  O'dork 
this  Mornini:  on  his  way  to  Berkshire  County  to  exiwdite  the 
Massachusetts  i.^'vics  inimdrd  fm-  the  Frontier  Service.  By  a 
Letter  he  d<divered  me  from  His  Excellency,  the  Gen'l,  1  am 
informed  that  the  part  of  Cortlandt's  Kegt.  now  at  Albany  is 
to  remain  theie  until  those  levies  arrive.  Xothinj^  worth  com- 
municatini?.  I  am,  &c. 
Brigd.  Genl.  Clinton. 

[No.  :j8T8.] 

McsMiis.  huam  and  C H (tmnu du  ii  Foiirard  ilvidiuc(  ftf  I'rtnsan  front 
Vermont — CunnrdUis    litliind    lo    he   Mi  ilildfiii;/   (tn    Ailninir   on 

naltiniorr. 

rhiladtdphia,  7th  .\\vj:\.  1781. 

I)ear  Sir,     When   we  arrived   here  we   found    the   r.usiness  of 

Vermont  in  a   manner  settled.     A    tinal   Decision  has  been  sus- 

p4'nded  in  point  of  foiin  in  expectation  of  oui-  ricseuce  and  we 

believe  even  of  our  Assent  to  the  Recognition  ef  the  New  State. 

All   th.'it  passed   last   NVinter  at   Albany   had    preceded    us.  and 

niadi'  the  impression  which  may  naturally   be  suppo-sed.     W f, 

therefore,  found  it  necessary  to  cut  otT  all  Kn<piiries  dfiubts  and 
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Expectations  by  communicating  our  Instructions  which  we  did 
in  the  most  solemn  form  by  the  Act  of  which  we  have  the  honur 
to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  Copy.  There  are  several  Drafts  on 
the  Table  for  settling  the  Business  each  specifying  or  implying 
the  Independence  of  Vermont.  From  the  enclosed  paper  con- 
taining Lord  G.  Germain's  Letter  to  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
your  Excellency  will  perceive  the  progress  some  of  the  leading 
Men  in  that  District  have  already  made  in  a  Coalition  with  the 
Enemy;  and  the  Danger  of  their  extending  their  Encroachments 
and  spreading  Disaffection  to  our  Cause.  Those  who  were  for- 
merly most  averse  to  a  Decision  are  now  active  to  promote  it, 
but  the  time  is  come  when  they  can  place  their  Principles  on 
some  Ground,  and  oppose  Expediency  and  publick  safety  to  jus- 
.  tice  and  Right.  This  is  a  Theme  fruitful  of  Reflection,  but  the 
Time  presses  and  your  Excellency's  own  Ohscrvations  and  we  fear 
your  own  Feelings  will  supply  our  Brevity. 

Everything  in  our  Power  shall  be  exerted  to  obtain  Security 
for  our  State  beyond  the  Limits  originally  set  up  for  the  Grants, 
and  preserve  some  Dignity  in  the  cession  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States. 

There  is  reason  to  a])])r('h(Mi(l  the  Iukmiiv  are  fonniuii-  an  En- 
terprise against  Baltimore  insti'nd  of  (licir  sending  a  Reinforce- 
ment to  Sir  Henry  Clinton;  pre])arations  are  making  for  their 
Reception.  Lord  Cornwallis  seems  to  net  (he  part  of  a  j>olitical 
Quack  for  tiie  Ministry.  Tie  lias  fell  (lie  ])nls(^  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  G{n)rgia,  South  »S:  North  Carolina  and  A'irginia,  and  is 
convinced  of  llicir  {\vv\)  aversion  (o  any  reunion  willi  (^ireat 
Brit  I  a  in.  Maryland  remains  to  ho  ivyvd  and  this  may  be  the 
reason  of  his  Visit.  1I(^  will  be  enabled  (o  make  a  Report  to  his 
Employers   founded   on  exprimeutal   knowledge.     On   no   other 
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ri'inciplcs  is  liis  ("niiduci  lo  be  .H'counl.d  I'oi'.  W  r  will  not  he- 
l!«»V«»  tlial  lie  cnuld  (Icsccml  to  Im'  the  I  list  rilliicii!  of  iiKMV  N'eil 
I^Tiirt'  ami  to  roiiduct  a  War  allo^^dlicr  prrdatorv.  and  Ik-coiih* 
tlir  l»'Alva  of  Ainriica!  W C  In*;::  vom*  Ivxctdli'iicv  t(»  Ixliovc  we 
sliall  do  «'\  «'r\  ( liiiiu  in  our  Power  to  promote  tln'  Interest  of  owv 
Stale  tin/  all  our  Hojx's  are  cut  otT  that  the  Inst  inctions  of  tln^ 
Ix*«:islatiire  will  be  coniplyed  willi. 

We  lia\«'  the  Honour  to  be  willi  the  utmost  llespett,  Sir,  Your 
Excellenovs  most  obedient  ^:  very  liumble  Servt, 

Jas.  Duane. 

Ezra   Jj'Iiommedieu. 
liis  Exctdleney  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3879.] 

Art    (if   Couyriiss    C(/nvirniti(j    Connecticut    Vonuniistiions    Issiiat    to 
i<eiz€  Jiritish  Property  on   Long  JsUmd 

By  the  United  States  In  Congress  Assembled,  Aug.  7th  1781. 

It  appearing  to  Congress  from  the  representation  of  Governor  Clinton,  and  other 
information  that  commissions  have  been  granted  by  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  commerce  from  the  enemy  into  that  state 
authorizing  the  persons  to  whom  those  commissions  are  granted  among  other  things  to 
go  on  Long  Island  and  other  Islands  adjacent  and  seize  the  goods  and  merchandize 
they  should  there  find  the  property  of  British  subjects— and  that  the  said  commission* 
are  attended  with  many  abuses  dangerous  to  the  public  as  well  as  distressing  to  citizens 
and  friends  of  these  United  States  Inhabiting  the  said  Islands,  some  of  whom  under 
pretext  of  the  powers  contained  In  such  commissions  have  been  plundered  of  their 
property  and  otherwise  evilly  treated,  and  that  the  farther  continuance  of  the  aald 
commissions  would  Impede  the  public  service  In  that  quarter  therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  Gov'r  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  be  and  he  Is  hereby  desired  Itn- 

medlately  to  revoke  the  said  commissions  by  him  granted  so  far  as  they  authorise  the 

seizure   of    goods    on    Ix)ng    Island    or    eisewbcre    on     lanil     not     within    the     State    of 

Connecticut. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 

[No.  3880.] 

I'resUhnt    Mrhcdn    to    domnor    Clinton     nilh     Arts    of    Congress 
Relating  to  the  Vennout  (Question,  and  to  Cfwimissions  Issued  by 
the  Gorernor  of  Connectirut. 
Sir,    I  have  the  lionor  to  enclose  you  two  Acts  of  Congress  of 

the  7th  Instanl.  the  nn<*  paswed  in  conseipieiKe  nf  yjoir  K\<'ellen 
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<!y's  representation  respecting  commissions  granted  in  Connecti- 
cut for  capturing  the  Enemy's  property  on  Long  Island  &c.; 
the  other  relating  to  the  people  inhabiting  the  New  Hampshire 
Orants  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  river,  and  which  inti- 
mately affects  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  in  particular,  and 
the  whole  Confederacy  in  general.  The  political  expedience  of 
this  last  measure  will,  I  flatter  myself,  render  it  not  unaccept- 
able to  your  State,  and  I  trust  it  will  therefore  meet  your  Ex- 
cellency's approbation  and  support. 

Philadelphia,  August  8th,  1781.     His  Excellency,  Governor  Clin- 
ton. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  Augt.  7th,  1781. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letters  of  the  1st  and  Bth  of  July  from 
the  Governor  of  New  York  delivered  in  a  Report,  Whereupon, 

It  appearing  to  Congress  from  the  Representation  of  Governor  Clinton  &  other 
Information  that  Commissions  have  been  granted  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  Commerce  from  the  Enemy  into  that  State, 
Authorizing  the  persons  to  whom  those  Commissions  are  granted,  among  other  things, 
to  go  on  Long  Island  and  other  Islands  adjacent,  &  Seize  the  Goods  &  Merchandize  they 
sho'd  there  find  the  property  of  british  Subjects— and  that  the  said  Commissions  are 
attended  with  many  Abuses  dangerous  to  the  public  as  well  as  distressing  to  citizens 
&  friends  of  these  United  States  inhabiting  the  said  Islands,  Some  of  whom  under 
pretext  of  the  powers  contained  in  such  Commissions  have  been  plundered  of  their 
properties  &  otherwise  evilly  treated,  and  that  the  further  Continuance  of  the  said  Com- 
missions wo'd  impede  the  public  Service  in  that  Quarter  therefore 

Re.-olved  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  be  and  he  is  hereby  desired 

immediately  to  revoke  the  said  Commissions  by  him  granted  so  far  as  they  authorize 

the  Seizures  of  Goods  on   Long  Island  or  elsewhere  on  Land  not  within   the  State  of 

Connecticut. 

Extiact  irom  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 

By  the  United  States  In  Congress  Assembled,  August  7th,  1781. 

Whereas  the  States  of  Newhampshire  &  New  York  have  submitted  to  Congress  the 
decision  of  the  disputes  between  them  &  the  people  Inhabiting  the  New  Hamp.'^hiro 
Grants  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river  called  the  State  of  Vermont  concerning 
their  respective  claims  of  Jurisdiction  over  the  said  territory  and  have  been  heard 
thereon;  And  Whereas  the  people  aforesaid  claim  &  exercise  the  powers  of  a  Sovcrigii 
Independent  State,  and  have  requested  to  be  admitted  Into  the  federal  Union  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  order  thereto  and  that  they  may  have  an  Opportunity  to 
be  heard  in  vindication  of  their  said  claim 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Such  person  or  p<^rsons 
as  may  be  appointed  by  the  people  residing  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  on  the 
west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  or  by  their  representative  body  respecting  their  claim 
to  be  an  Independent  State,  and  on  what  terms  It  may  be  proper  to  admit  them  Into 
the  federal  Union  of  these  States  In  case  the  United  States  In  Congress  Assembled 
Shall  determine  to  recognize  their  Independence  and  thereof  make  report. 

And  it  Is  hereby  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  territory  aforesaid  or  their  repre- 
sentative body  to  appoint  an  Agent  or  Agents  to  repair  Immediately  to  Philadelphia 
with    full   powers   &   Instructions   to  confer  with   the   said   Committee   on   the   matters 

12 
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•  furcsnii)  nnd  on  bohnlf  of  tho  sni«l  People  to  nKroo  upon  and  ratify  terms  and  nrfirlo* 
of  I'nion  and  Confrdorntlon  with  tlio  United  States  of  Anierka  In  rase  thoy  shall  be 
admitted  Into  the  Union,  and  the  said  Committee  are  hereby  Instructed  to  give  notice 
to  the  Agents  of  tho  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  to  bo  present  at  the 
Conferonco  aforesaid. 

Hesolvetl.  That  In  case  Congress  shall  rerngnlzo  tho  Independence  of  tho  said  People 
of  Vermont,  they  will  consider  all  tho  lands  bclniiKinR  to  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York  respectively,  without  tho  limits  of  Vermont  Aforesaid  as  coming  within  tho  mutual 
Guarantee  of  territory  contained  in  tho  Articles  of  confederntion.  and  that  the  United 
States  will  accordingly  guarantee  such  lands  and  the  Jurisdiction  over  the  same  against 
any  claims  or  encroachments,  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Vermont  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 

Aug.  8th,  1781. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  the  Committee  mentioned  In  tho  foregolns 
resolutions. 

The  members  chosen  Mr.  Boudlnot,  Mr.  VanDyke,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr. 
Randolph. 


[Xo.  .•^881.] 

Con'i\siK)H(hfur   lUtirecn    Colonel   Brinton    l*ninv   and    Others    and 
Governor  Clinton  Reyardimj  the  Situation  i)i  the  State  at  Large. 

Saratojra,  8th  Aiijj:iist  1781. 

iH'ar  Sir,  W f  are  Uiuli  r  the  disagrceabh,^  Necessity  of  Intrud- 
ing T'pon  your  y)ati('n('e  by  ro(|iiPstinu:  an  ininiodiato  snpydy  of 
Aiunniniti<»n  fni  the  Militia  of  Charlotte  Countv.  Ilaviii'^  been 
Obli;:M  to  apply  to  Governor  Chittenden  to  lend  lis  a  8upi)ly  for 
our  Troops  in  the  late  allarin,  for  which  we  Are  to  be  Account- 
able. 

Vour  Kxrcjir'iicy  is  well  a('C|un inte<l  witli  tlu'  Situation  of  this 
}>.*irt  of  the  (.'ouiit  ry  and  ;ilso  of  the  Necessity  of  li;i\iiiLr  tli<* 
Militia  Amply  supplied  with  aiiniiunition. 

The  enemy,  have  been,  and  p<Thaps  Now  are,  lookin;:  about 
Near  this  phare  but  for  want  of  men  and  other  Nt^cessaries  we 
are  Not  Able  to  mak<*  I'rojMr  discoveries  or  even  to  pursue  them 
fdioiild  they  make  tlnir  App<'aranoe. 

The  treacherouH  Capt.  Woltum  Dunham  is  Not  as  Yet  Appre- 
hended, But  have  not  time  to  Communicate  you  tin*  jmrticulars 
at  present.  ITopo  you  may  soon  have  a  ^jood  Account  Il<^8p<^ct- 
ing  him. 
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In   haste,  We   are   Your   Excellency's   Most   Obd't   Humble- 

Serv'ts. 

Brinton  Paine, 

Joseph  McCraken, 

Alexander  McKnitt. 

Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Paine  with  a  Note  of  Warning. 

Pokeepsie,  14th  Augt.  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  In  consequence  of  the  letter  subscribed  by  yourself 
&  Messrs.  McCraken  &  McKnit,  Dated  the  8th  Instant,  which  I 
received  yesterday,  I  have  directed  Brig'r  Genl.  Gansevoort 
to  deliver  to  jour  order  a  Proportion  of  the  Powder  equal 
to  the  strength  of  your  Reg't,  which  was  forwarded  to 
Albany  last  spring  for  the  use  of  the  INIilitia.  You  may  recol- 
lect that  upwards  of  a  year  ago,  I  apprized  the  Legislature  that 
the  State  Magazine  was  exhausted  «&  recommended  both  then 
and  since  that  Measures  should  be  taken  to  procure  a  competent 
supply  of  that  article.  The  whole  that  has  since  been  obtained 
has  been  sent  to  Albany  for  the  use  of  the^Iilitia  of  that  and 
your  Quarter.  I  have  directed  the  Commissary  of  Military 
stores  immediately  to  forward  a  Quantity  of  Lead  to  Albany 
and  when  it  arrives  Genl.  Gansevoort  will  order  you  a  supply 
of  that  Article.  I  sincerely  regret  that  this  is  the  only  means 
I  have  of  complying  willi  your  request.  If  any  otlu'r  wori*  in 
my  power  it  would  you  may  be  assured  be  clicarfully  cxccutt^d. 

A  Party  of  the  Enemy  consisting  of  300  Indians  X'  00  Tories 
appeared  at  Wawarsink  in  T'lster  County  last  Sunday  Aforning 
&  destroyed  12  Ilouses  &c.  the  rest  of  the  setthMucnt  was  saved 
by  the  Militia  &  few  Levies  stationed  in  that  neighborhood,  who 
not  being  in  strength  sufllcient  to  turn  out  and  light  the  enemy 


ISO  I'lMLic    rAn;us   of   ( iijuiciii-;   ('i.i.niu.n. 

clt'ft  nilt'd  the  Houses  a«,M  1  licir  assaults, killed  soiiu' jiiid  wounded 
several  of  (hem.  Colo.  rawliii«^  hv  iiiv  last  account  was  in  pur- 
suit of  I  hem  but  1  fear  his  forces  not  sullicicnt  to  insui'i'  Success 

should  ho  overtake  them.     1  am  iKic. 

(G.  C.) 

(In  your  situation  it  may  be  prudent  to  destroy  this  as  well 
as  other  Letters  which  you  have  perused  them  h'ast  they  should 
fall  into  the  liands  of  the   Mnemv.) 


[No.  3882.] 

Lieut  I  nil  tit  Francis   Hamner's  Application    to   the   Governor  for  a 

Cotmnission. 

Newburgh,  Augt.  8th  1781. 
Sir.  My  absence  from  this  Quarter  has  been  the  only  reason 
of  my  Late  Date,  sij^nifyinj;  my  Intentions  to  your  Excellency, 
of  Excepting  a  Command  in  the  Levies  untill  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber, if  the  Necessary  quoto  is  yet  deficient  by  giving  me  a  Place 
in  your  a]>pointmeut,  as  Lieutenant,  will  oblige, 
llis  LxcM'llency  Govr.  Clinton. 


[No.  3883.] 

Captain  lUnry  iioihrin  to  the  Governor  Regarding  Orange  County 
Levies  and  New  Commissions — The  Governor's  Re  pi  if. 

New  Hergh.  August  8th  1781. 

Kir,  Agreable  to  Your  Excellencie's  order  1  have  attended 
Constantly  at  this  place  and  have  received  out  of  Col.  .Jansen's 
Hegt.  Twenty  Six  Men,  from  Col.  Mc('Iaghry  Thirty  one,  which 
is  only  nine  Delin(juent  in  h'w  regt  whi<h  I  expect  in  Tomorrow. 

Of  Col.  Woodlnill   onlv  I'ourteen,  and  of  Col.  Ilathorn  none. 
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I  have  applied  to  the  several  Cols,  for  their  returns  but  have  not 
been  furnished  with  any  only  Col.  McClaghry.  I  have  applied  to 
Col.  Jansen  but  he  has  only  sent  me  a  return  of  part.  I  am 
informed  that  he  intends  keeping  the  men  of  four  Companies 
as  a  guard  on  the  Frontier,  Considering  himself  authorized  by 
Ijaw  for  tliat  purpose — how  that  matter  stands  Your  Excellency 
best  knows  and  I  beg  your  Excellencie's  further  Instructions  in 
that  matter. 

The  men  that  are  already  received  are  very  good  men  and  are 
kept  to  the  strictest  discipline  and  I  hope  before  the  Campaign 
ends  will  add  Honour  to  the  State. 

Lieut.  Hanmore  has  been  absent  so  that  he  could  not  before 
apply — would  be  happy  in  being  appointed  if  your  Excellency 
pleases. 

Capt.  Stewart  was  likewise  speaking  to  me  to  mention   to 
your  Excellency  for  an  appointment  if  the  List  is  not  already 
full. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

Pokeepsie  9th  Augt.  178L 

Sir,  J  am  this  Moment  favored  with  your  Ivctter  of  yesterday 
iV:  1  HOW  enclose^  you  an  order  for  Mr.  llainiicr  (o  take  Couiinand 
as  a  Lieutenant  in  tlie  Levies.  I  wish  to  confer  a  Coniniand 
on  Capt.  Stewart  but  I  fear  liis  ap])lication  is  too  late,  as  1  be- 
lieve the  appointments  with  respect  to  Captains  are  already 
eompleat;  should,  however,  the  Number  of  Men  to  be  raised 
warrant  a  farther  AppointmcMit  fof  which  T  can  as  yet  form  no 
Just  Idea  not  having  received  any  Returns)  1  will  think  of  him. 


IS'J  rnu  ic    rAi'Kits  <»i'   (Ii;t»K«;i:  ('i. in  ion. 

(^oIo.'Tmiis'II  is  til  li;i\r  ('i-t-dil  \\ty  siidi  .M<-ii  ;is  lir  lind  puisuMU  t" 
tn  mv  <»r«liT  nf  the  'Jiiil  .M;iy  l.isl  i;iis«'(l.  :iih1  wnr  ;hIii;i1Iv  in 
StTN  irr  Oil  tlic  I'r(Hiti(  IS  at  the  Tiiuc  of  tlic  passing  the  Law  for 
rnibod villi:  tlic  j)r('S('Tit  Levies.  Tlicse  only  and  I  liav(*  reason  to 
lirlieNc  tliey  are  few,  are  to  continue  on  the  l''i'ont  iers.  Tlie 
residue  of  his  (^nota  are  to  be  received  cK:  inuslered  by  you  of 
wliii'h  you  will  ajui/e  him,  least  he  should  subject  hiinsidf  to 
the  Penalty  of  the  Law.  As  there  are  now  a  sullicient  number 
of  Ollicers  attendinjj:  at  the  Places  of  Kendesvous,  1  would 
advise  that  one  be  sent  to  each  Rej?t.  to  collect  the  Returns  & 
make  a  luciMnptory  demand  of  the  delivery  of  the  full  Quota 
by  an  early  Delay  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  make  a  iK^rfect 
Keturn  »S:  ascertain  the  Deficiencies  of  each  Regt.  1  am  «S:c 

It   is  I  he  (ien  Is  orders  that  the  Levies  take  the  held  by  the 

irith  inst.     The  fjreatest  exertions  are,  therefore,  necessary  to 

jield  a  ('ompliance.      You  \\\\\  shew  lhi«  letter  to  Major  Logan. 

(G.  C.) 


[No.  .'^884.] 

.1//.  Ii'ifif  it  Ht  nsin\  h'n/u'(sfs  Mr.   l/oxcs  YtuiiKin  to  Filr  His  I'].rp(use 
Acrdunt   for     \  pjn  i  In  tidint/   Ifiltii   (ind   Otiirrs. 

rmij^likccjisie,  Aug.  Dili,  178L 
Sir.  I  am  dir<'ct<'d  by  his  Lxcrjlcncy  the  Hovr.  to  re(|uest 
tliat  you  will  as  so(»n  as  iiossildc  transmit  him  your  acct  of 
■^orvice  and  Exp<*n8es  while  employed  in  the  aj>preh<'nsion  of 
Helm  &  others  ronrerncd  in  abetting  the  Persons  employed  by 
the  Enemy  in  conveying  Dispatclies  to  »S:  from  Niagara,  that  the 
«nme  may  be  discharge(L 
31  r.  Moses  Veoinan,  Kingston. 
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[No.  3885.] 

<jOvernor  Clinton  Orders  Gena^als  Tan  Rensselaer'  and  Gansevoort 
to  Hold  Their  Brigades  Ready  to  March  at  a  Momenfs  Notice. 

PoughkecpvSie,  Aug.    0,  1781. 

Sir,  As  the  probable  operations  of  the  Campaign  &  the  present 
•critical  situation  of  the  Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  render 
It  necessary  that  the  militia  should  be  held  in  the  most  perfect 
Keadiness,  and  vou  will  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  several 
Hegs.  composing  your  Brigade,  and  see  that  they  stand  prepared 
to  take  the  Field  on  the  shortest  notice.  You  will  give  express 
orders  to  the  Commanding  Officers  that  they  cause  the  classes 
of  their  respective  Regts,  to  be  revised  &  carefully  formed  agre- 
able  to  Law  that  if  a  Part  of  the  Militia  only  should  be  wanted 
they  may  be  drawn  out  with  Care  &  Expedition.  I  have  not 
'been  as  yet  favored  with  the  Returns  directed  by  Law  of  t\hi 
X»evies  raised  by  the  Kegts  of  your  Brigade  pursuant  to  my 
Orders  of  the  22nd  March  last  and  for  want  of  which  1  am 
Ignorant  how  far  those  orders  have  been  complied  with  iV:  it 
has  been  out  of  my  power  to  j)ut  the  Law  in  Force  agt  the 
Delinquents  (if  any  there  are).  I  have,  therefore,  to  rtM^uest 
that  you  will  cause  these  Returns  to  be  made  immediately  »S: 
that  action  may  be  commenced  agt  those  who  hav(>  Ixmmi  dctl- 
"Cient  in  their  Duly.  I  siiall  also  expect  Similar  returns  of  the 
present  Levies,  which  you  will  please  to  press  your  otlici'rs  to 
make  without  diOav. 


184  Ti  iti.ic  l*Ai'i:us  OF  (iKouoB  Clinton. 

[No.  aSSO.] 

ATTKMPT  T( )  K  1 1  )X A  P  (GENERA  I.  SC^HUYLER. 

Thv  (iturnil  Ih scribes  the  Attack  I'pon  His  Albanif  Residence  in  a 

Letter  to  Governor  Clinton. 

AlbMiiy,  Alienist  0th  1781. 

Dt'ar  Sir,  .\s  ilic  troitjis  now  in  this  <iii;irh'r  arc  dcstitiito  of 
meat,  and  as  far  as  1  can  learn  none  of  ('olo.  Hay's  Assistants 
ovon  so  niMcli  as  at  tcnij*!  in^  to  pi'ocurr  any,  I  concoive  it  my 
duty  to  advise  yonr  I^xcclh^ncy  tlicrcof.  1  could  wish  Colo.  Hay 
would  conic  up  here  lo  cxaniino  into  the  conduct  of  his  officers, 
and  to  take  measures  to  ])r('vcnt  the  troo])s  from  quitting;  the 
frontiers,  livinjr  as  they  are  under  the  necessity  of  frequently 
doinj:,  on  what  they  can  take  from  the  inhabitants,  already  too 
niu(Oi  distressed. 

Tin-   liritish   in  Canada   are  not   ashamed  to  employ  their  ad 
h»  rents  to  steal  away  individuals  out  of  the  Country,  and  even 
condescend   to  (dTer  rewards  for  some  particular  persons.     On 
the  20tli  nit.  I  was  informed  for  tlu'  first  time  that  parties  were- 
lurking  about  the  place  to  carry  me  of,  and  in  the  course  of  the- 
la^t  week  this  intelligence  was  confirmed  by  the  Commissioners 
for    deh'ctin;;    <-ons|iira(i(s,    by    information    ^iveii    to    General 
Clinfoii  bv  a    pcison  csiaiM'd   jroni  ("anada.  by  ('olo.   .Melvinstry 
from   S.'irato^M.  by  others   whose  names  it    would   be  danj^erous 
to  tliem  to  name  slioiild  this  letter  miscarry,  some  of  which  as- 
Rui-ed  me  that  two  hundred  ^niineas  had  be(^n  promised  for  de 
livering  me  in  Canada. 

This  repeated  information  indnred  me  to  take  measures  to  pre- 
vent a  surprize.  My  Gates  and  outward  doors  in  the  rear  of  my 
house  were  closed  i^-  secured  at  sunset,  and  four  white  men  and 
two  blaeks  were  armed       r.ui  for  this  precaution  ami  the  bravery 


-^  /j    .^V  1 
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of  the  men,  I  would  have  been  carryed  off  in  the  evening  of  the 
7th  Instant,  when  a  certain  Captain  Myer,  formerly  of  this 
county,  now  of  Tryon  rangers,  at  the  head  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
men,  came  to  the  gate  of  my  close  back  yard,  and  being  refused 
admittance,  immediately  began  to  force  it,  which  they  accom- 
plished, entered  the  kitchen  and  had  proceeded  into  the  back 
hall  before  they  were  met  by  the  men  who  had  gone  for  their 
arms,  and  who  made  a  gallant  opposition,  which  afforded  me 
time  to  get  out  of  my  front  Hall  and  to  gain  my  bed  room  where 
my  arms  were  deposited,  by  which  time  they  had  taken  two  of  the 
men,  wounded  the  third,  and  obliged  the  fourth  to  seek  shelter 
together  with  the  negroes  in  the  cellar.  Some  of  the  party  then 
attempted  to  surround  the  house,  whilst  others  entered  it. 
Those  in  the  quarter  exposed  to  my  fire,  retired  on  the  first  dis- 
charge, altho  I  repeated  my  fire  frequently  to  alarm  the  town. 

In  the  meantime  Myers  with  some  of  the  party  had  got  up- 
stairs into  the  saloon  leading  to  the  bedroom,  but  retired  with 
precipitation  on  hearing  me  call  to  the  citizens  to  hasten  up  and 
surround  the  house.  But  tho  the  citizens  made  all  ])0ssible  dis- 
patch to  come  to  my  relief  and  that  their  a])i)roach  was  one 
means  of  my  safety,  yet  they  came  too  late,  the  party  had  car- 
ried of  the  two  prisoners  and  some  of  my  i)late,  and  tho  pursued 
were  not  overtaken.  General  Clinton  imincdiately  ordtMHMl  a 
party  of  troops  to  my  aid,  but  as  tlu\v  were  more  n^notc^  than 
the  citizens  thpy  could  not  consequently  come  in  liiiie  to  find  tlie 
enemy.  lie  has  left  such  a  guard  for  me  that  if  these  kidnap- 
ping Gentry  should  venture  on  a  second  attack,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  retire  with  impunity. 

The  party  that  carried  of  John  Bleecker,  Esqr.  was  secured  by 
some  people  on  the  Grants  who  went  in  pursuit  of  them.     It  was 
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Coniinaiidr*!  hv  onf  ITowjutl  wlio  li;i(l  liis  oidds  in  w  riling  fi-onr 
Culo.  JSI.  Li';;or,  toiiunniHlin;:-  ;it  St.  Johns.  1  Ixlicvc  I  In-  \'<r- 
innntcrs  linvo  fhnTip:(Ml)  or  will  linnir  TInw.Mrd.  T  jun.  I>«'MI'  Sii", 
w  il  li  ;iii';it  respect  iiiid  csterni  ^'^u  i;\c.  IIcihv's  Musi  ohcdiciit 
Humlilc  Scr\  I. 
His  Kxc(»Il»'ii(\  ( ioN  »i  iKir  (/lintoii. 


Govvrnnr  ('Hiihni  Writ's  to  Cdhnul  W'ilh  ft  in  /'it/nn]  to  thr  \  (iinont 
Treason,  Drfence  of  the  Frontier  and  the  Levies. 

Pokeepsie,  0th  Anjijust,  1781. 

Sir,  y[\  \a-[\vv  of  ihc  I'^lli  ulliiiio  iiifoiiiu'd  you  that  I  had 
ti'ansiiiit ted  the  hiforniat ion  rereived  from  you  respectini^  the- 
Massaehuselts  levies  to  his  Excellency,  Clenl.  Washington  »!v: 
pressed  that  Measures  nii<;ht  Ix'  taken  to  expc^dite  their  Arrival 
&  I  now  j]m(  lose  you  a  <'o]»y  ^)\'  His  Excellency's  answei-.  I  havt^ 
since  rejieated  n»y  Apidicalion  lo  the  (leiil,  on  the  subject  of  th(^ 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers  »S:  re]>resent<'d  in  the  Stron«;<'st  torin» 
the  iMinj^ers  to  which  they  ;ire  exjiosed  hy  the  removal  of  llu>- 
Contiiieiit.il  'l'i-ooj:s  j>art  iriihirly  at  this  S<'ason  when  i  he- 
Enemy  have  the  «rreatest  Inducements  to  commit  Depredations 
upon  them.  In  conscfpiencf  of  whiih  he  has  ordered  that  i)ai"t 
of  Corth'indt's  Kejrt.  whidi  is  now  at  Albany  continiH'  tliere 
until  tin-  .Massachusetts  l.c\i«s  shall  aiii\e  and  (lenl.  Lincolm 
passed  l>y  this  place  late  last  ni;:ht  on  his  Way  to  the  West^Tn; 
Counties  of  that  State  to  hasten   their  march. 

Major  \' an  i'.iinischntcn  i  who  is  n<t\N  <»iit  on  tin-  business)  has  mv 
[M>8ilive  ordi-rs  to  repaii-  t<»  the  dillerenl  ( '<»mmandin;Z  Otlicers 
of  Rej^ts.  in  tliis  Cininty  who  have  not  furnished  ihrjr  full  (,'om- 
plement  of  Levies  iV:  tn  demand  of  I  hem  in  the  most  peremptory 
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manner  that  they  Cause  Detachments  to  be  immediately  made 
from  the  Delinquent  Classes  and  in  Case  of  Failure  or  further 
Delay  they  will  be  immediately  arrested  &  prosecuted  for  the 
Penalty  inflicted  by  Law.  He  informs  me  that  6  or  7  of  the 
Levies  of  this  County  who  were  intended  for  your  Regiment  had 
joined  without  his  knowledge,  Pawling's.  These  he  has  directed 
to  be  sent  to  Capt.  Conine  of  your  Regt.  and  it  is  accordingly 
done.  I  shall  be  happy  to  be  informed  what  Proportion  of  the 
Present  Levies  have  already  joined  &  of  your  Expectations  with 
respect  to  those  that  have  not  yet  arrived.  I  Avill  also  be  oblig<'d 
to  you  for  a  Return  of  the  former  Levies,  noting  the  whoh^  of  the 
Desertions  that  have  happened  &  the  Deficiencies  of  each  Militia 
Regt.  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  and  a  Return  of  the 
three  years  Men  if  any  such  there  are. 

As  early  as  last  fall  there  were  reasons  to  suspect  that  the 
People  of  the  Grants  (at  least  their  leaders)  had  formed  a  crim- 
inal connection  with  Great  Britain;  a  variety  of  circumstances 
during  the  winter  and  since,  justified  the  Suspicion  and  a  Letter 
from  Lord  George  Germain  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  the  7th  Feby. 
last,  found  in  the  ^fail  on  Board  the  ;^Tari^  Theresa  Packet,  taken 
&  carried  into  L'Orient  &  from  thence  transmitted  to  Congress, 
an  Extract  of  which  I  inclose  you,  tends  to  (establish  the  fact 
and  renders  it  indisputable.  Tho  I  have  not  r<HMMveil  this  otVi- 
cially,  yet  it  arriv(^s  in  such  a  inanner  as  to  leavc^  no  Doubt  of  its 
authenticity.  WluMlier  t  lie  i)ii  Ik  i)f  t  lie  People  are  to  conntenniice 
this  wretched  Business  is  iiard  to  determine,  but  1  would  earn- 
estly hope  tliey  are  not.  It  is  safest,  however,  t(^  belieM*  tlu* 
Worst  «S:  be  pre|»are(l  for  it  in  all  its  (^onsetpiences. 

I  begg  you  to  consider  this  Conununicaiion  as  strictly  conti- 
dential  ^:  that  as  such  you  will  divnlg(^  it  only  where  it  shall  ap- 
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|X'ar  absolntrly   iicrossnry  &   tlu'ii   without   nirnt ionin;;  how  ar- 
<Hiir<'(l.     It   will  serve  to  ]n\t  you  on  youi*  (Jujird.  ]M'rhap8  as  a 
rhir  to  more  extensive  l>is('oveiM('s. 
Colo.  \\  illett. 


[No.  3888.] 

Li!*t  of  Persons  Acceptable  to  f>€  Exch^inged. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  3889.] 

John    Lnmh   to    (lovernor   Clinton — Regimental  Returns   a    List    of 
Xamrs  of  Young  Men  Recommended  for  Conunissiotis. 

Philipsburgh,  10th  Augt.  1781. 

Sir,  Atrreable  to  the  re(inif:ition  contained  in  your  Excel- 
lency's lietter  (of  the  11th  ritinio)  to  Lt.  Colonel  Stevens,  I  now 
enclose  you,  the  Monthly  Keturn  of  my  Regiment;  And  a  Rank 
Roll  of  the  Officers. 

As  there  are  still  Thirteen  Second  Lieutenancies  vacant,  1 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency,  the 
following  young  Centlemen,  to  fill  sonic  of  them.  Peter  Ans- 
pack.  Henry  Demler.  I*eter  Ta]>[>en,  .lonas  Adams,  Isaac  Smith, 
and  William  .Morris.  1  Hatter  myself,  from  the  Characters  of 
the  Gentlemen,  that,  they  will  be  an  honor,  to  both  th(^  Regi- 
ment, and  the  State. 

Please  to  present  my  most  Respectful  Compliments  to  Mrs. 
Clinton,  Mrs.  Tappen.  and  tin*  rest  (»f  your  I'^aniily. 

I    am.    with   every   Sentiment    of    Respect,    ^ Our    llxrellenry's 
.Most  Obedient  Servant 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  3890.] 

Colonel  Thomas  Obeys  Governoi'  Clinton^ s  Order  and  Colonel  Drake 

Ignores  It. 

Salem,  August  the  11th,  1781. 

Dear  Governour,     Colo.  Benson's  Letter  of  the  2d   Instant 

came  safe  to  hand.     L't  Tuthill,  sen  I  wrote  to  your  Exceleney 

in  Favour  of  Capt.  Hunt,  the  Letter  of  the  18th  of  July  came 

to  hand  Fifteen  Days  after  the  date  of  it,  and  then  without  the 

Printed  General  Order  that  Colo.  Benson  mentioned;  agreeabel 

to  the  Directions  of  the  Letter  of  the  18,  1  Sumons  Colo.  Drack 

and  Crane  to  attend.     Colo.  Dracke  Refusing  obeying  the  order 

and  not  attending,  Colo  Crane  and  myself  agreed  to  fill  up  one 

of   the   Mustering   Warrants    or    General    Orders    with    Finch 

Guildersleef,  as  1st  Lieut,  to  Capt.  Hunt,  wich  was  agreeabel  to 

him  and  Lieut  Tutell.     I  culd  wish  to  know  your  Excelencys 

Pleasure  with  Respect  of  Colo  Drack  conduct. 

His  Govenour  Clinton. 


[No.  389L] 

Samuel  Hake  Files  Another  Application  for  His  Exchange,  with 

Oovernor  Clinton. 

Charlotte  Precinct  12th  August  'SI. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency,  As  it's  almost  three  years  Since  Your  Excellency  was 
pleas'd  to  put  me  on  my  Parole;  Since  which  I  have  been  deprived  of  loosing  a  very 
coubiderable  properly;  and  beinp;  in  no  way  of  business  from  my  present  confin'd  situ- 
ation.—I  am  painful  cwi  it  is,  under  the  Necessity  of  addressing  Your  Excellency,  to  beg 
Your  Excell'ys  kind  attention  and  Compliance,  of  eltheir  granting  me  my  Liberty,  that 
1  may  bo  able  to  go  into  some  kind  of  business  to  enable  me  to  ans'w  my  present 
Exigencies.  If  your  Excellency  should  think  this  too  great  an  Indulgence,  to  permit 
me  to  go  &  see  my  children  from  thence  to  N.  York  to  try  to  effect  my  exchange; 
agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Letter  10th  March  addressed  Your  Exy  in  my  favor  signed 
by  fifteen  of  the  most  respectable  Wi,s;s.  If  any  reasonable  security  is  expected,  I  will 
give  it.  If  those  Gentlemen's  request  hinted  has  not  the  desired  elTect  with  Your  Excel- 
lency. &  others  has  been  sent  your  Ex'y  in  mv  favor,  as  what  I  had  the  Honor  of 
Slating  you  fully  by  Mr.  Lush's  desire,  sometime  since  &  which  that  Genllcman  assured 
me  he  delivered  you  at  Esopus,  tis  in  vain  for  me  to  say  anything  more  relative  to  my 
situation.  If  so  reasonable  a  demand  should  be  deemed  improper  to  beg  your  Excellency 
■will  be  pleased  to  condescend  that  I  shall  have  the  Liberty  of  going  to  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  (where  the  Pacquet  on  board  of  which  I  came  passenger,  was  brought  into 
N.    London)   In   hopes   that   I   may   meet  with   more  Lenity    there  then    what   1    have   so 
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-<>niony  &  so  unjustly  experienced  In  thiH  Stnte.  I  cnnnot  account  the  renHon  my  not 
■  u  Line  from  N  York  «'om-«TnlnK  my  exrliant'e.  except  It  Ih  on  nrcount  of  the 
lantlty  of  goods  brouKht  from  thenre  In  the  FlnK.  which  I  lost;  I  realy  suspect 
this  to  be  the  Cn^o  &  hnvo  Riven  Krent  VmbrnKO  there.  I  cannot  help  remarking  to 
Your  Excellency,  the  answers  I  received  fm  Mr.  Dodgo.  the  Comml.'^Kary  are  the  most 
•vns'.ve  onen,  ^carro  two  MeRsages  alike.  1  sec  no  prospect  of  redress  from  that  quarter 
unlesH  It  comes  from  Your  Kxcollency's  kind  hnnd.  which  I  hope  yoti  will  honor  me 
with. 
His  Excellency  Ceo.   Clinton,  K^qr. 


[No.  XS02.] 

^'iiptitin   /Irmif  I)(kIi/('  In  (itnuruor  CJinton — Lrr'us  nt   I'isJihill. 

Fislikill,  Au.ixt.  i:U]i,  1781. 

Sif,  AixiM'cablo  to  your  Kxcc^llcncy's  Note  Lt.  Welcli  will  jn'o- 
•cood  to  roiii^likoepsio  this  dny.  WC  liavo  not  licard  from  C-olo. 
Wt'isinfi'ls  vc*t ;  he  lias  not  been  here  nor  .sent  us  anv  word 
wether  ho  would  join<»  us  or  not.  ra])t.  Godwin  has  this  day 
arrivt'd  wiMi  liis  incii.  rrniii  \.  iloui'Lih.  .Ma  jr.  Ldiiaii  who  is  sick 
at  \.  \\  indsor,  has  sent  orders  to  us  to  Avt'redj2;e  the  Companies, 
and  not  allow  (.'apt.  Codwise  any  iiirn,  until  writ  (en  orders  from 
the  fiovcrncr — wu  shall  this  day  st'lllc  the  Companies. 

N.  i;.     J  liccrived  the  <i<)vr.  Note  this  day.) 


[No.  3893.] 

Colonel   Levi    Pdirlimj    li( iiorls    the    Ihstruction    of    Waicarsifuj   to 

(iovernor  CI  in  ton. 

Marbh-toNvn,  Munday  morning'  !)  oclock  A'lirust  13th  1781. 
I  M"  (lOVfrnor,  Yesterday  nioininjj:  about  1)  O'clock,  Colo.  Can- 
tine  \\\n>  happened  to  be  at  .Mi!iiibak<'rs  sent  an  l^xpress  to 
Albert,  informing:  him  that  a  inimber  of  the  em'iny  had  made 
their  apfx-arance  at  W  awarsink.  sri  liic  to  several  houses,  and 
that  much  firinj^  of  Musipntry  had  bcm  heard.  Albert  bein;; 
in  a  hurry  to  get  ready  tu  go  of,  and  had  to  issue  order  to  some 
of  his  oflicers.  desired  me  to  write  a  few  lines  to  Major  Adrian 
^^■ink(^op,  (he  b<MDg  the  nearest   tield  oHir.r)  whirh  I  did.  ^nvin;; 
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liim  the  intelligence  and  sent  it  bj  Express;  the  Major  about 
Noon  went  on  with  a  few  of  their  Troopers.  About  four  o'clock 
1  received  a  letter  from  Albert  telling  me  the  enemy  was  in  force, 
had  burnt  several  buildings  at  Warwarsink,  amongst  which 
was  Esqr.  Hardenberg's  and  that  they  was  on  their  way  back, 
-and  that  Colo.  Cantine  was  with  him,  but  their  force  was  not 
sufTicient  to  attack  them;  desired  me  to  use  my  influence  in  order 
to  forward  Colo.  Snider's  men  without  delay  to  their  assistance. 
I  immediately  sent  Colo.  Snider  the  letter  itself,  that  he  might 
see  the  necessity  of  his  Regt's  marching.  About  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  I  Rec'd  another  letter  giving  me  an  account  that 
the  enemy  had  burnt  several  buildings  Viz:  Esqr.  Hardenberghs, 
Benjamin  Bruyno,  the  two  other  Bruynos,  Kubin  DeWitt's  and 
several  others,  and  had  killed  old  John  Tuttle,  and  was  moving 
back  by  the  way  of  Leghweek,  as  he  believed.  Colo.  Cantine  and 
himself  w^as  waiting  to  be  reinforced,  as  their  Number  was 
nowise  equal  with  that  of  the  Enemy;  he  also  Informed  that 
Colio.  Cantine  and  himself  had  wrote  to  the  N(^ighbouring  Com- 
manding officers  of  the  Militia  Kegts.  to  bring  on  their  men; 
with  this  letter  come  an  ojx'u  letter  Directed  to  Colo.  Elvin- 
dorph,  informing  Iiim  that  a  few  minutes  before  he  wrote,  a 
deserter  from  the  Enemy  came  in  and  iuformcd  thai  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  was  near  four  hundred,  but  tliat  they 
were  on  their  way  back,  that  they  had  two  www  killed  and  live 
wounded,  one  mortal;  Elvindor|)h  was  pressed  lund  lo  vou\r  on 
with  their  Regt.  so  as  to  be  able  to  join  about  the  Raising  of  ihe 
moon,  which  time  they  intended  to  pursue  the  iMieiny,  it  li;i\  ing 
been  a  very  rainy  night  mid  very  dark.  I  (hink  111  lie  has  been 
don(\  l^it  to  return  to  Snider's  Kegl.  tli<Te  is  not  above  ten  of 
liis  nu^n  gone  yet  Isxcejtting  the  few  TroojxM's  which  went  with 
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tlu'  >f;ijor,  and  whctluM'  tlicv  will  iimicli  ov  no!  is  uiiccrlain  to 
iiir.  Such  DcadiK'Ss  of  Mililaiv  Sjiiiii  I  lUNcr  saw  before.  1 
tliink  an  Inqiiirv  into  siu-li  conduci  (iii;;lit  to  be  niadf.  I  forj^ot 
to  mention  that  Bnirln'r  and  one  Mine  was  sent  out  al)ont  tlie 
lirst  Instant  as  spies,  as  far  as  hclawaic  and  ai-r  l)o(h  taken, 
wliich  if  tliey  bad  not,  we  mijjbt  have  been  informed  of  the 
enemies  cominji:.  I  am  with  ^reat  Esteem  your  Excellencies 
Most  lliini'Ie  Ser't 
His  Excellency,  (leor^n*  Clinton,  »S:c  ^ic 


[No.  a804.] 

Captain    Henri/    (lodirin    licports    Progress    to    Governor    Clinton 

Concerning  the  Levies. 

Fish  Kill,  August  l^th,  1TS1. 

Sii*.  Agreeable  to  your  l^xcellencie's  oi'd(  is  I  have  sent  off 
officers  to  the  dilfcrent  Colls,  the  Men  of  whose  i('j::ts  I  was  to 
Muster — they  have  nearly  tuiiuMl  in  all  their  (^uota,  Excepting 
Col.  Hathorn's,  who  has  not  yet  sent  in  one  Man.  But  I  am  con- 
fidently Informed  ihat  he  will  s<'nd  in  the  whole  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. Col.  dansin's  Letter  Your  l^xcellency  has  Inclosed;  be 
seems  to  be  in  a  passion  at  my  nririnir  him  so  hard.  I  have  spoke 
to  Major  Claike  (his  Majon  «»n  the  subject  and  he  informs  me 
that  not  above  one  thir<l  of  the  (^lota  of  the  four  Companies 
were  Turned  out.  Lieui.  English  informes  me  that  not  above 
live  are  in  actual  Service. 

Major  T>ogan  l»eing  ill  Obliged  me  to  March  with  the  men  to 
this  place.     1  have  brought  over  Seventy  four  good  men  and  I 
hop<-  I  shall  brinjr  ov<'r  the  remainder  by  Thursday,  Excepting 
Col.  Jansin's  Defieicncy  as  before  menti(»ned. 
rjeorL'e  Clinton. 
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Colonel  Jansen  to  Captain  Godwin. 

Shawangunk,  August  11th,  1781. 
Sir,  I  Received  yours  of  Yesterday  in  which  you  Desired  to 
[inform]  you  the  Number  of  Men  to  be  Raised  out  of  My  Regi- 
ment which  is  Thirty  Man  out  of  seven  company's;  four  com- 
panys  are  Exempted  as  theyhave  Raised  Twenty  Man  According 
to  General  Orders  from  his  Excelency,  the  Governor,  of  the  2nd 
of  May  Last.  If  you  will  only  aply  to  Major  Samuel  Clarke  who 
will  furnish  you  with  the  names  of  the  Head  of  every  Class  I 
shall  be  with  you  at  Newburgh  on  Monday  or  Thursday,  which 

is  from  your  very  humble  Servant 

Johannis  Janson,  Junr. 
To  Capt.  Henry  Godwin. 


[No.  3895.] 

ATTEMPT  TO  KIDNAP  GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

The  Governor  Exchanges  Compliments  with  General  Schuyler  on  the 

Latest  Design  of  the  Enemy. 

Ponghkeepsie,  14th  August  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  fortunate  Es- 
cape from  the  villanous  Attempt  of  M^ver  &  his  Party.  Your  let- 
ter advising  me  of  it  I  received  Sunday  afternoon.  It  enabled 
me  to  prepare  an  Account  of  the  Transaction  which  I  forwarded 
to  Holt,  but  it  was  loo  late  it  seems  for  his  Pa]>(^r  in  which  I  find 
an  imperfect  one  previously  delivered  him  by  Mr.  Peter  Yates. 
The  Evening  before  I  received  your  letter  I  received  an  Account 
by  Ex])ress  from  his  Excellency  (icnl.  Waf^hiiigtoii  *  «>f  a  Party 
being  out  from  New  York  to  sim/,(^  iK:  deliver  nie  there  for  which 
they  ar(»  in'omisiMl  a  cousidernble  R(>ward.  Tlie  account  is  so 
particular  as  to  give  me  the  Names  of  the  Party  &  the  People 

•See  Clinton  Papers,  Vol.  II,  page  631;  also  Vol.  Vll,  page  492.— Statb  Historian. 
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wlio  linrbniir  \-  assist  tluin  all  (»r  whom  arc  well  known  to  nu' 
^:  from  tlu'ir  charattcrs  render  the  Aeeount  more  than  probable. 
I  linv('  Pearsons  out  to  wntcli  thr'ir  motions  and  am  not  without  . 
ho])es  of  soon  havin^^  some  of  them  (at  least  in  my  Power).  This 
is  the  tliird  Party  wliicli  have  been  out  on  this  business  &  of 
whieh  I  have  been  a]»i>rized  in  tlie  course  of  the  Spring  &  Sum- 
mer »S:  some  of  tlit'iii  liave  met  thrir  fate  at  this  Place  the  for 
ditT<'r(»nt  crimes. 

Colo.  Hay  is  now  in  West  Chester  County.  On  his  Return 
from  thence  (wliieh  I  expect  will  be  in  the  course  of  a  few  days) 
he  is  immediately  to  set  out  for  Albany.  I  am  informed  by  Mr. 
Smith  one  of  his  assistants,  that  a  Drove  of  forty  Cattle  pur- 
chased in  this  county  are  now  on  the  way  up,  wliich  I  hope  may 
serve  to  supply  the  Troops  in  the  Meantime.  A  few  Days  since 
a  Major  ShortclilTe,  lately  appointed  an  Assistant  to  Colo.  ITay, 
set  out  from  here  for  Albany  to  officiate  in  that  Quarter,  instead 
of  the  late  Assistants  who  1  am  informed  have  resigned.  While 
in  tlie  Qur.  Master's  l)ei)artment  he  was  active  and  faithfull 
&  I  flatter  myself  will  be  serviceable  in  the  present.  I  have  re- 
peatedly urged  Colo.  ITay  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
Troops  on  the  Frontiers  &  represented  to  him  the  Evils  that 
would  result  from  their  not  being  properly  fed. 

On  Sunday  last  early  in  the  morning,  a  Party  of  the  Enemy 
ronsifiting  of  .'^00  Indians  and  00  Tories  appeared  at  Wawarsink 
in  Ulster  County  &  burned  12  houses  on  that  settlement  among 
which  was  that  of  Jos.  0.  Haidmburgh.  They  had  taken  a  small 
scout  that  was  ke})t  out  towards  the  Delaware  i^  by  that  means 
learned  where  our  (luards  were  ordinarily  stationed  &  were  en- 
abled to  pass  them  in  the  niirht  i^-  gain  the  Settlement  early  in  the 
Morning  without  being  discovered.     Tin-  Levies  stationed  in  the 
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Neighborhood  were  by  no  means  sufficient  to  turn  out  &  fight 
so  formidable  a  Force,  but  they  took  to  the  houses  &  defended 
them  with  Spirit  and  by  that  Means  saved  the  greater  part  of  the 
Settlement.  By  accounts  from  one  Vrooman,  who  deserted 
from  the  Enemy  when  retiring,  they  had  3  killed  and  several 
wounded.  We  lost  but  one  man;  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Place. 

This  party  is  directly  from  Niagara  &  were  almost  starved  but 
as  they  have  now  got  a  supply  it  is  likely  they  will  make  some 
farther  Attempt  before  they  return.  By  the  Bearer,  who  is  sent 
expressly  for  the  purpose,  I  have  communicated  the  above  Intel- 
ligence to  Colo.  Willett  &  Gen'l.  Gaansvoort,  &  desired  the  latter 
to  order  out  part  of  his  Brigade  to  Schohary  untill  we  have  cer- 
tain advices  that  this  Party  have  left  our  Frontiers.  Colo. 
Pawling  with  some  Levies  &  the  Neighboring  Militia  the  moment 
they  could  be  collected  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  but  his 
Force  I  fear,  should  he  overtake  them  is  not  sufficient  to  ensure 
success.  Owing  to  some  accident  or  mismanagement,  I  did  not 
receive  any  Acct  of  this  Affair  to  be  relied  on  before  this  morn- 
ing.   No  News  from  the  Southward. 


[No.  3806.] 

Governor  Clinton  Notifies  Oencral  Gansevoort  of  the  Destruction  of 

Watcarsing   and  Requests   11  itn    to  Suppli/   Colonel   Paine   with 

Ammunition. 

Poughkoopsio,  Augt.  14th,  1781. 

Sir,   Last  Sunday  a  body  of  the  Enemy  to  the  amount  of  abt 

300  Indians  &  90  Tories  appeared   on  the  frontiers  of   Ulster 

County.     They  took  a  small  Scout  Colo.  Pawling  had  sent  out 

&  from  them  it  is  supposed  obtained  information  of  the  Disposi- 
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tion  of  the  Lovio«  postod  in  that  Quarter,  whom  tlioy  passed  by 
i^-  was  first  discovered  at  the  setthMuent  at  Warsinj::  -from  the 
hist  accounts  they  have  i-<  lir* d  l»ut  how  far  is  not  known.  The 
Militia  were  collected  \  nmit  hcd  lo  oppose  or  j)ur8ue  them  as 
( 'ircunisinncts  may  rmdrr  cxpcdicnl  ;  fiinii  Ihcir  force  it  is  not 
probabh'  tluy  will  leave  the  counlry  without  attemptinj^  further 
mischief  in  that  or  some  other  Quarter.  1  conceive  it  necessary, 
therefore,  to  give  you  this  Information  that  you  may  take  the 
proper  steps  with  your  Militia  in  case  this  Party  should  take 
their  route  towards  the  frontier  of  your  County  and  I  would 
particularly  recommend  that  a  part  of  your  Brigade  be  immedi- 
ately marched  to  Schoharie  for  the  protection  of  that  settle- 
ment until  this  Party  shall  have  entirely  gone  off.  The  Acc't. 
of  the  Enemy's  strength  is  from  one  Vroman  who  deserted 
them,  which  is  confirmed  from  their  appearance  to  a  Party  of 
our  Ivevies  who  saw"  them  paraded  at  a  House  they  attacked  & 
which  this  Party  defended.  By  a  more  particular  Acc't  I  rec'd 
this  morning  (&  which  was  the  first  that  demanded  credit)  they 
have  burnt  &  destroyed  abt.  a  dozn.  Houses  with  their  Barns 
&o.  amongst  which  are  those  of  Jos.  G.  Hardenburgh,  Esquire. 
They  killed  only  one  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  rest  having  made 
a  timely  os<'ap<'  fioni  tluir  Houses.  The  L<'vies  stationed  there 
were  by  no  means  suflicient  to  tuin  out  ».^-  op]>ose  them:  but 
those  of  them  who  were  in  houses  defended  them  with  Spirit 
ag't  the  Assault  of  the  Enemy,  by  which  means  several  of  the 
enemy  are  said  to  have  fallen  &  many  houses  were  saved. 

Yesterday  1  received  a  letter  from  Colo.  Paine  for  ammunition 
for  his  Militia  wlio  he  informs  me  are  entirely  destitute.  The 
State  Magazine  has  long  since  been  entirely  exliausted  &  the 
only  resourse  we  have  to  apply  to,  is  that  forwarded  by  Gen'l. 
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Washington  to  Albany;  out  of  which,  if  it  is  not  already  dis- 
tributed, I  must  request  you  to  deliver  Colo.  Paine  a  proportion 
equal  to  the  strength  of  his  Regt.  1  have  directed  our  Commis- 
sary of  Military  Stores  to  forward  you  a  couple  Ton  of  Lead 
or  as  much  as  he  can  with  justice  to  the  militia  in  the  other 
Parts  of  the  State  spare  out  of  which  when  it  arrives  I  must 
request  you  to  deliver  Colo.  Paine  a  proportion  likewise. 
Brig'r.  Genl.  Gansevoort. 


[No.  3897.] 

Governor  Clinton  Forwards  Letters  Relating  to  the  Depredations  on 
the  Ulster  Frontier  to  James  Clinton. 

Pokeepsie  14th  Augt.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  The  enclosed  letters  for  Brig.  Genl.  Gansevoort  c^ 
Colo.  Willett  left  open  for  your  perusal  you  will  observe,  is  to 
apprize  them  of  the  Appearance  of  a  formidable  Body  of  the 
Enemy  on  the  Frontiers  of  Ulster  County  «&  therefore  when  yon 
have  read  them  you  will  please  to  seal  and  have  them  forwarded 
without  Delay,  as  also  the  one  addressel  to  Colo.  Paine.  I  un- 
derstand Mr.  Reuben  DeWitt's  is  among  the  houses  destroyed. 

Yesterday  Genl.  Lincoln  who  the  beginning  of  last  week  went 
to  the  Western  Counties  of  ^rassachusetts  Bay  to  hasten  the 
March  of  the  Levies  of  dial  SlMle  inlcnded  for  th(»  Frontier  Ser- 
vice returned.  He  informs  me  ilint  those  of  Berkshire  &  TTainp 
shire  Countys  are  (Miibodicd  ».K:  were  ready  to  movt^  so  thai  if  not 
.already  arriNcd  (hey  iiiav  be  early  expected  at  Albany.  I  no 
News  worth  communicating. 
Brig'r.  Gen'l.  Clinton. 
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[No.  3898.] 

Major  John  I>aiis  to  Captain  John  (Ircndl — Relating  to  Two  Long 

Island  Refugees. 

Snybrook,  1  Uh  Aii^^t.  1781. 

Dear  .loliii,  Mr.  .Icsiip,  the  Bearer  of  tliis,  is  one  of  our  Hrothcr 
Kefuj^ees,  and  is  wvy  desirous  of  Quilting  the  Island,  provided 
Liberty  can  be  obtained  for  Iiini  to  bring  of  his  EfTeets,  &  he  be- 
ing a  stranger  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  I  make  bold  to  recom- 
mend him  as  a  friend  to  his  Country  and  has  behaved  as  such 
since  the  Commencement  of  this  Contest,  he  being  willing  to  let 
the  State  have  a  considerable  part  of  his  Effects,  which  I  make 
no  doubt  will  be  very  suitable  for  them;  he  will  be  able  to  inform 
you  more  fully  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  Clark  who  accompanys  Mr.  Jessup,  I  would  recommend  to 
vou  as  a  very  suitable  Gentleman  to  take  a  Commission  to  Sup- 
press  trading  with  the  Enemy,  and  that  of  assisting  our  friend 
upon  the  Island.  I  shall  insist  upon  your  Getting  Commissions 
for  us;  I  swear  I  wont  put  up  with  the  Insults  I  have  received 
and  am  Daily  receiving  from  a  Sett  of  V — s. 

Begg  \n\]  will  do  for  these  two  (lenlleiiien  as  iiiueli  as  you 
j>ossibIy  can:  am  now  crossing.     Adieu. 

Come  down  as  (^nirk  as  possible  1  am  yours  in  Sincerity. 
Capt.  John  Grenell. 


[No.  :]8'J'J.J 

Governor  Clinton    Sends  Intelligence  of   the    Wairarsing  Affair   to 

Colonel  Willett. 

Pokeepsie,  14th  August  1781. 

Dear  Sir,     I^ast  Sunday  a  Ilody  of  tin*  Knemy  consisting  of 

about  300  Indians  &  90  Tories  appeared  on   the  Frontiers  of 
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Ulster  County.  Near  the  Delaware  they  took  a  small  scout  sent 
out  by  Colo.  Pawling  to  make  discoveries,  from  whom  it  is  sup- 
posed they  obtained  Information  of  the  strength  &  Disposition 
of  the  Levies  posted  in  that  Quarter  &  by  this  means  were  able 
by  marching  at  night,  to  evade  the  guards  &  enter  the  settlement 
of  Wawarsink  early  in  the  morning  undiscovered.  The  De- 
tachment of  Pawling's  Regt.  stationed  at  that  neighborhood  was 
by  no  means  competent  to  turn  out  &  fight  so  formidable  a  force, 
but  they  retired  to  the  houses  and  defended  them  with  Spirit  agt 
the  repeated  assaults  of  the  enemy.  They,  however,  set  fire  to 
twelve  Houses  which  were  destitute  of  men  to  defend  them  & 
abandoned  by  the  Owners  on  Discovery  of  the  Enemy.  &  they 
retired.  By  one  Yr^oman  who  on  their  retiring  deserted  them, 
we  are  informed  that  in  this  Attempt  the  enemy  had  3  killed 
and  several  wounded.  We  lost  but  one  man  an  Inhabitant  of 
the  Place.  Colo.  Pawling  the  moment  he  could  collect  a  part 
of  his  Regt.  &  of  the  Neighboring  Militia,  pursued  the  enemy 
but  should  he  overtake  them  I  fear  his  force  is  not  sufficient  to 
ensure  success.  Vrooman  reports  that  this  Party  were  imme- 
diately from  Niagara  &  almost  famished  for  want  of  provisions, 
but  as  they  have  now  got  a  supply  (having  taken  a  number  of 
cattle)  I  think  it  probable  they  will  make  some  farther  Attempts 
before  they  Return.  I  have,  ther('for(\  tliouglit  it  expedient  to 
communicate  this  intelligence  Hint  you  niny  bo  prepared  as  far 
as  Circumstances  will  admit,  should  they  bend  their  Force  agt 
your  Quarters,  «S:  I  liavo  also  made  a  similar  Communication  to 
B  Gen'l  Gansevoort  ».^  advised  liini  to  order  Part  of  his  Brigade 
to  Schohary  at  least  until  we  have  certain  intelligence  that  the 
Enemy  have  left  the  Com. try.  1  am  ^:e. 
Colo.  Willett. 
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[No.  :VM){).] 

Janus    Ihuiuc    tit    (hnrrnor    Clinton — Mttrc    Ctvrman     Troops    for 

Enijhmd    in    Anicriva — .1    Motion   fur   lUan    \(it((l   lh,un    in    the 

House    of    Commons — lAijJit    llmsc    Hani/    Lev    Irritating   Lord 

Raicilon — Ajjairs     in     the     iSouth — FrcncJi     Politics  -Torktoicn 

Fortified. 

rhiladiOplilM,  14th  Auj^nist  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  At  a  Juncture  so  interostinf^  your  Excellency  will 
be  anxious  for  Intellijrcnce.  I  sliall  with  j)leasure  communicate 
every  material  occureance,  sometimes  at  the  hazard  of  tincer- 
taint}/:  ^  as  I  have  no  time  nor  assistance  to  copy,  of  Repetition. 
I  IvMow  your  <;oodness  \\ill  induce  you  to  make  every  proper 
Allowance. 

The  most  material  is  a  confirmation  of  a  former  Account  that 
about  -UOO  Hessians  &  AnspacUers  had  embarlced  from  England 
for  these  States  most  ])rohahly  for  Charles  Town.  The  British 
House  of  Commons  overruled  Hartley's  late  motion  for  peace 
Ayes  72,  Noes  lOG.*  The  gallant  L.  Col.  Lee  by  a  fine  maneuvre 
lately  surrounded  iVL-  took  1  Capt,  2  Sub's  &  45  privates  of  the 
british   Dragoons,   compleatly   accoutred,   near   Monk's   Corner 

*  May  30th,  1781.  Colonel  Hartley  brought  up  the  subject  which  he  hnd  originally 
offered  the  preceding  year,  ron'iliatlon  with  Anieriia.  He  contended  that  the  House 
had  beeo  taught,  by  what  they  had  suflercd,  by  what  they  had  felt,  and  by  what 
their  coHHtltuents  had  expressed,  to  know  that  the  continuance  of  the  American  war 
was  grle%'0U8  and  alarming  to  the  bulk  of  the  people.  The  honourable  gent'omaa 
went  into  a  variety  of  argumenLs  to  prove  the  necessity  of  linpowerlng  his  Majesty's 
mlslfiters,  and  Instructing  them  to  come  to  a  negotiation  towards  peace  with  the 
Colonies.  For  thin  purpo.'^e  he  moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 
ve«t  the  Crown  with  sufllclent  powers  to  treat,  con.^ult,  and  finally  agree,  upon  the 
meann  of    restoring    peace   with    the    provinces    of   North-America." 

Tbi*  motion  was  seconded  by  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke.  He  touched  lightly  on 
the  Impossibility  of  xubduelng  America  to  unconstitutional  KUbmlsslon,  and  derided  the 
declaration  that  had  been  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  unhappy  contest. 
by  a  Doble  secretary  of  state,  which  was,  that  while  Dritaio  had  a  ship  that  could 
awim,  or  a  man  able  to  carry  a  musket,  she  ought  never  in  sound  policy  to  abandon 
her  pret#>nf«ions  to  dominion  over  her  Colonins. 

Sir  George  Savlle  went  Into  detail  of  the  various  and  contradictory  opinions  and 
measures  i»hl<h  had  been  adopted  and  held  by  government  with  re^ipect  to  the 
American  war.  First,  it  was  declared  to  be  their  design  to  rp<luce  America  to  uncon- 
dllional  submission,  and  the  country  gentlemen  were  promised  that  the  burthens 
of  this  country  should  be  lessoned  by  drawing  a  revenue  from  that.  First  one  of 
these  principles  was  abandoned  and  then  the  other.  We  then  were  fighting  only 
to  presenre   the   supremacy   of   this   country.       Every   object  for  which   we   struggled 
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about  30  miles  from  Charles  Town.  Kawdon  complains  that  he 
never  was  so  watched  as  by  Lee  for  he  can  take  no  position  for 
a  single  night  in  which  he  is  not  assaulted  by  him  on  his  weak- 
est side.  The  probability  is  that  all  the  British  Troops  will  soon 
be  confined  to  Charles  Town.  In  Virginia  afairs  have  taken  a 
new  turn.  That  part  of  Cornwallis's  Army  which  was  supposed 
to  be  destined  for  New  York  &  had  been  some  days  on  ship  board 
debarked  and  are  occupied  in  fortifying  from  York  to  Gloster 
about  16  miles  from  Williamsburgh.  The  French  have  taken  24 
sail  of  the  St.  Eustatia  plunder  on  the  passage  to  England,  the 
value  unascertained;  perhaps  the  English  have  triumphed  too 
soon.  If  they  loose  their  ill  gotten  gains  and  it  passes  into  the 
hands  of  France,  besides  the  indelible  disgrace  of  the  Invasion 
and  the  unheard  of  Rapacity  &  barberity  of  the  Conquerors,  they 
must  suffer  the  mortification  of  arming  their  Enemy  in  a  war — 
in  no  small  degree — of  Finance. 

Of  the  1500  men  which  not  long  since  were  said  to  have  arrived 
at  Charles  Town,  100  were  lately  killed  in  a  mutiny.  They  al- 
leged that  they  enlisted  not  as  soldiers  but  settlers.     Great  num- 

was  at  one  time  abandoned,  and  at  another  resumed.  The  most  strange  and  opposite 
opinions  were  held,  and  the  same  minister  who  declared  that  nothing  short  of  uncon- 
ditional submission  would  content  him,  had  the  elTrontery  to  come  down  to  the 
same  place  where  he  had  made  this  declaration,  and  propose  to  the  House  to  give 
up  every  object   for  which   this  country   had  ever  pretended   to  contest. 

Lord  North  said  that  ministers  were  already  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary 
powers  for  treating  and  concluding  a  peace  with  America,  if  America  should  at  any 
time  show  a  disposition  to  meet  them  on  that  ground.  The  present  commanders 
were  invested  with  full  powers  to  treat,  consult  and  agree  on  the  means  of 
conciliation. 

Mr.  Charles  James  Fox  denied  that  the  Crown  had  not  power  Invested  In  It  to 
settle  any  one  matter  In  dispute  t>otween  Great  Britain  and  America.  Not  a  single 
thing  in  controversy  between  them  could  be  adjusted  by  the  Crown.  The  motion 
was  necessary  If  peace  with  America  was  really  and  sincerely  Intended  and  that 
the  Crown  had  not  power,  without  the  authority  of  Pnrliament,  was  too  clear  to 
be  contradicted.  The  Crown  had  not  the  power  of  making  peace  with  America, 
as  with  France  and  Spain  and  Holland.  What  were  we  then  at  war  with.  America? 
Is  America  then  recognized  as  an  Independent  estate?  No:  you  are  at  war.  not 
with  America,  but  with  jour  revolted  colonies  In  America.  It  Is  not  a  war  with 
an  Indopeiulent  enemy  In  which  you  are  engased,  but  an  attempt  to  quash  a  rebellion, 
to  subdue  an  insurrection.  By  an  act  of  Parlinment,  no  Massachuset  trader  dare 
conic  into  niiy  of  your  harbours.  Can  peace  be  restored  without  repealing  that  act? 
and    can    that   act    be    repealed    without   the    authority    of    Parliament?       The   present 
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bors  too  porisliod  by  an  linstvinnrrli  wliidi  tlirywfM-c  conipollocl  to 
uiub'i'talcr  (HI  tlirii'  iMiidiii'^  to  r«-li('\('  IMI.  IJawdmi  is  i-cportcd  to 
b('  ill  at  Charles  Tcnvn.  A  nriitloman  lately  from  tlicnro  says 
hv  was  escorted  tliitliei-  liy  a  Trn()|>  of  Morse  wliieh  as  widl  as 
tlicir  Kiders  lookeil  like  seaieerows. 

The  Conildned  lloiis  ii  is  said  liavr  ld(K*k«'d  iij)  (lie  British 
squadron  in  the  rhaniiell. 

The  i:reat  l-^inancier  Neckar,  is  dis])la('rd:  owin<j  it  is  said  to 
his  Obstinacy  and  Ilan^htenr:  more  ])robal)ly  to  envy  and  En- 
treairne.  There  may  howevei-  be  better  reasons  for  it:  as  fai- 
as  we  can  Judije  so  wise  an  administration  as  the  French  Cabi- 
net could  not  liaNc  i)arted  with  so  <i:reat  a  minister  unless  there 
was  a  substantial  Cause. 

hostilities  commenced  In  consequence  of  the  Prohibitory  act,  as  It  was  caUed.  passed 
In  the  year  17fi5.  It  was  that  act  that  made  the  war  with  America.  We  were  there- 
fore very  differently  situated  with  America  than  we  were  with  France  and  Spain. 

Lord  George  Germalne  said.  It  was  Impossible  for  him  to  sit  longer  silent,  and 
hear  gentlemen  calling  upon  ministers  to  put  an  end  to  the  American  war  without 
suggesting,  or  e%"en  attcn:ptlng  to  suggest,  how  the  war  was  to  be  put  an  end  to. 
To  bring  the  American  war  to  a  conclusion,  in  a  manner  honourable  for  this  country, 
must  be  the  wish  of  every  man,  who  had  the  least  regard  for  the  concerns  of  his 
fellow-subjects,  the  least  regard  for  his  own  merit.  Though  gentlemen  were  extreraply 
forward  to  recommend  peace  with  America,  they  never  attempted  to  suggest  the 
means  by  which  so  desirable  an  object  might  be  attained:  they  were  ready  to  furnish 
the  Crown  with  ample  powers  to -treat:  but  not  to  point  out  In  which  way  those 
powers  might  be  exercised:  yet  the  one  would  be  useful,  the  other  was  entirely  super- 
fluous: for  the  present  powers  of  the  Crown,  notwithstanding  all  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  advanced,  were  extensive  enough  for  concluding  peace,  were  there 
a  disposition  In  the  Colonies  to  open  a  negotiation.  He  always  had  been  of  opinion, 
and  still  continued  to  be  so,  that  the  conciliatory  bills  no  longer  continued  In  force, 
nor  could  the  propositions  offered  by  our  commissioners  be  now  obligatory  on  Great 
nritnln:  for  the  other  party  not  acceding  to  them,  there  could  be  no  mutual  con- 
TenUon  to  irake  them  a  permanent  basis  of  treaty:  but  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all 
"fhor  cases,  the  one  party  not  being  bound,  so  neither  could  the  other.  He  con- 
si. l«-red  therefore,  that  act  of  the  legislature  totally  void,  and  that  its  operation 
had  ceased  with  the  return  of  the  commissioners:  but  by  the  prohibitory  act  Itself, 
from  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  argued  that  the  legislature  must  be  con- 
sulted in  making  peace,  a  clause  was  contained,  giving  sufficient  powers  to  the 
Orown  for  every  purpose  of  pacification ;  for  it  was  enacted.  "That  his  Majesty 
might,  by  his  royal  authority,  declare  any  province,  town,  or  district,  returning 
to  its  allegiance,  to  be  within  his  peace  and  protection:  and  that,  from  thenceforth, 
all  restrictions,  prohibitions,  and  penalties  imposed  thereon,  should  cease."  Under 
this  act  of  Parliament,  therefore,  a  rrnrc  might  be  concluded  by  the  King  alone, 
on  any  terms  but  those  of  independencp;  now  he  presumed  It  was  not  the  moaning 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  mntinn,  that  the  Crown  should  be  im- 
powered  to  make  America  Independent  of  the  Dritlsh  government  Parliament  could 
not  yet  be  ripe  for  a  concession  like  that,  and  If  not,  the  bill  moved  could  give 
no  powem  to   the  Crown   of  which   It  was  not  already  possessed. 

The  question  was  finally  put  and  the  House  divided.  Aye»  72,  Noes,  108.— The  Parlia- 
meoury  Register.   Vol.   IH. 
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A  valuable  prize  loaded  with  window  glass,  Cordage,  Tar,  iS:c. 
&c.  is  now  in  the  River  taken  by  the  Rising  Sun,  Privateer,  of 
this  port.  She  was  bound  from  Bristol  to  our  Capital.  One 
of  her  invoices  amounts  to  £14,000  Sterling. 

The  Affairs  which  immediately  respect  our  own  State  remain 
as  they  were  when  we  had  last  the  honor  of  addressing  your 
Excellency. 

With  affectionate  regards  to  Mrs.  Clinton  &  the  family,  I  have 

the  Honour  to  be,  Dear  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  affectionate 

&  most  obedient  humble  serv't 

Jas.  Duane. 
llis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S. 

We  find  ourselves  instructed  by  the  Legislature  to  press  the 
settlement  of  Col.  Hay's  accounts,  and  an  advance  to  our  Artifi- 
cers &c.  But  wo  have  no  information  or  materials  respecting  the 
Accounts  on  which  to  ground  a  Representation  and  as  to 
money,  the  Current  Service  calls  for  more  than  can  be  drawn 
into  the  publick  treasury.  We  have  written  Col.  Hay  to  this 
Effect.  We  have  the  capitulation  of  Tabago  which  surrendered 
to  Comte  DeGrasse  on  the  2nd  of  June  1781.  The  Terms  do 
honor  to  the  magnanimity  of  our  Ally.  Every  possible  Indem- 
nification &  Indulgence  are  granted  to  the  Inhabitants.  What 
a  contrast  between  the  two  rival  Nations!  The  French  seem 
determined  to  raise  the  contrast  between  themselves  »!v:  their 
enemy  as  high  and  to  render  it  as  striking  as  possible.  What 
glory  will  they  acquire  by  their  Humanity!  exercised  too  in  the 
face  of  the  Example  of  St.  Eustatia. 

Since  writing  what  preceeds  a  Letter  is  read  in  Congress  from 
Ray  Alton  ^:  Woodward  enclosing  their  Commissions  from  Ver- 


Jftl  Ti  p.i.K     lV\ri:i:s  nr  (liwinJic  Clinton. 

niont  to  (Miter  into  Alliance  with  the  United  States.  I  suppose 
the  treat  V  will  be  iinniedinlcl.v  oiMiicd  n?  tlwy  are  upon  the  Sjm)! 
and  Conjrress  seem  to  have  ji:ot  over  all  Objections  to  their  grati- 
licalion.  How  we  shall  art  1  know  ikjI.  It"  their  agents  should 
be  admitted  to  take  seats  as  Delegates,  can  we  continue  not 
knowing  the  Sense  of  our  own  State?  I  sincerely  wish  it  was 
the  10th  of  September  to  rid  me  of  this  embarrassment. 

Draft  of  Goveknou  ('linton's  Ivki'ly  tu  Jas.  Duani:. 

Poughkeej)sie  2r,th  Augt.  1781. 
Dr.  Sir,  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  Favour  of  the  24th 
Instant  and  should  be  liaj»i>y  in  InMug  abl(»  to  make  a  suitabk» 
Return.  I  have  not  a  word  of  News  and  my  Letter  addressed  to 
vou  tS:  Mr.  rilommedieu  convevs  mv  sentiment  so  liillv  on  public 
Affairs  as  to  leave  me  nothing  to  mention  woi-thy  your  atten- 
tion. Mr.  John  Livingston  was  kind  enough  to  call  upon  me 
yesterday  evening  by  whom  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Montgomery  who 
arrived  at  this  Place  tlie  day  before  1  iiad  ilir  IMeasure  of  learn- 
ing ilijit   Mis.  I>iianc  »,V-  the  rest  (»1\\(hii-  faiiiily  i\:  I-'rieuds  ar«*  in 

good  healt  h.     I  am  ^:c. 

(O.  C.) 

[No.  3901.] 

Orders   to  Colonel  Weisscnfils   to   Take  Commnud  of  Orange  and 

Westchester  Leiics. 

rieneinl  Orders  i'okeepsi.-  lHh  Augt.  1781. 
Taeut.  Colo.  Ooiumandant  Weissenfrls  will  take  command  of 
the  Ijevies  intended  to  reinforce  the  Army  now  assembling  at 
New  Hurgh,  Fislikill,  Orange  Town  \  IJedford.  lb-  will  be  gov- 
erned by  the  orders  given  to  Major  Logan  with  respect  to  form- 
ing the  Ck)mpanie8  &  aranging  the  Kegimeuts  iwhii  h  is  to  be  as 
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nearly  as  may  agreable  to  the  Continental  Establishment)  &  the 
greatest  Industry  is  to  be  observed  in  exercising  &  instructing 
the  Troops  in  their  Dut3\  The  Regiment  is  to  be  held  in  perfect 
readiness  to  move  on  the  shortest  Notice.  A  Return  is  imme- 
diately to  be  made  to  his  ExcelPy,  the  Governor,  specifying  the 
number  received  &  the  Deficiency  of  each  militia  Reg't  that 
Detachment  may  be  made  according  to  law. 

R.  Benson,  A.  D.  C. 


[No.  3902.] 

Major  James  Logan  Writes  to  Governor  Clinton  Regarding  the  Levies 
at  Fishkill  and  Necessary  Comforts  for  Them. 

New  Windsor,  14th  August  1781. 

Sir,  I  wold  beg  leve  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  it  has 
not  ben  in  my  power  to  make  a  weekly  return,  as  I  expected  on 
the  account  of  my  illness,  ae  I  was  taking  last  Thursday  with  a 
feaver,  which  lasted  me  three  days,  with  verey  litel  intermission, 
but  the  feaver  is  broke  for  two  days  past,  and  I  am  in  hopes  I 
shal  be  able  to  take  the  field  the  last  of  this  week,  or  the  first 
of  nixt  week.  I  gave  orders  to  Capt.  Godwin  to  take  the 
Comand  and  to  make  weekly  returns  to  your  Excellency.  1  lik- 
ways  gave  orders  the  d«iy  before  I  was  taken  ill  to  Capt.  Dodge 
in  what  manor  to  form  the  Com])anyes  at  Fishkills.  1  have  lik- 
ways  told  Capt.  Godwin.  I  ordered  the  men  (hat  was  mustered 
at  New  Burgh  to  the  Fishkills,  as  I  was  told  it  was  your  Excel- 
lency's orders,  and  left  Capl.  (loduiii  a  uood  Scrgt.  and  Corp. 
to  receive  and  niuslcM"  (lu'iu  dial  is  bclilnd,  and  to  send  them  to 
Fishkills  as  fast  as  the  ai'  iiiuslriH'cl  lo  join  ihe  rest. 

I  applied  to  Geneial  Mel>u.uel  for  tents  bnl  ]w  so-as  tlier  is  none 
for  ns;  i(  will  be  very  hard  to  do  without.     He  gave  me  orders 


for  Nvoodcii  (lislu's  ami  (.'amp  kiU'ls.  Tlic  kitds  1  ^ot,  but  the 
hols  was  not  to  ho  jxot.  Tlu^  iiion  ar  fino  fellows  in  j^cnoral;  it 
is  a  iiitrv  tho  were  imt  well  disaply  all  ho  tlio  com  on  fast  and  ar 
kept  at  it  twist  a  day  Constantly. 

Capt.  Dodj^e  is  very  sensable  in  nianuevering  them  and  verey 
fathful  to  his  dutey.  Capt.  Godwin  is  as  fcathful  in  atending 
to  the  ninsterinj::  the  men.  I  am  with  resj)ect  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  Hunibel  Serv't 


[No.  :VM):\.] 

lAvutrnunt    Wdasmft Is    Lays    a    Matter   of   Debt    Jicforc   Governor 

Clinton. 

West  Point,  Angt.  15th  1781. 
I  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  John  Dykeman, 
Tavernkeeper  Ilaverstraw,  and  make  boald  to  transmit  it  to 
your  Excellency  wishinj::  your  sentimence  on  the  occasion,  as  it 
is  out  of  my  power  to  discharge  his  account  without  your 
assistance. 

I  am  with  due  lU^spect  Your  Excellency'fi  most  obedient  Hum- 
ble Servent 

G.  P.  Weissenfels. 

John   Dvkkman  to  Lieut.  Wi:issi:nfp:ls. 

West  Point,  10  An^t.  1781. 
Sir,  As  I  have  had  no  letter  or  word  from  you  Since  I  left 
you  at  Pouj^hkeef)sie,  have  lure  waited  on  you  this  day  in  hopes 
of  sottlin;^  our  afTairs.  Now  I  expect  that  you  will  discharge 
the  Acc't,  in  a  few  Days,  afl  1  cannot  Lay  out  of  money  no  longer; 
you  are  a  single  Gentleman  iK:  I  have  a  large  family  to  maintain; 
besides  heavy  taxes  to  Support  the  Army;  therefore,  if  not  s<'t- 
tled  soon  you  cannot  think  it  hard  if  I  should  take  a  method 
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which  would  be  disagreeable  to  you,  for  I  have  been  sundry 
times  Informed  that  since  you  left  my  house,  you  have  pur- 
chased Articles  of  a  great  value  when  you  ought  to  have  first 
paid  me. 

I  am  with  due  respect  Yours,  &c. 

John  Dykeman. 


[No.  3904.] 

Robert  Morris  to  George  Clinton — The  Governor  Requested  to  Act  as 
Arbitrator  Between  the  Former  and  Colonel  Hay. 

Head  Quarters  near  Dobb's  Ferry,  August  loth,  1781. 

Sir,    I  have  received  a  letter  of  this  date  from  Udny  Hay, 

Esqr.  Agent  for  your  State,  wherein  he  assures  me  that  he  will 

deliver  on  Hudsons  River  about  3000  barrells  of  Flour  on  behalf 

of  the  State  impost  of  the  Specific  supplies,  provided  I   can 

advance  him  money  to  pay  for  the  casks,  which  I  intended  to  do, 

untill  informed  by  Charles  Stewart,  Esqr.  Commissary  General 

of  Issues,  that  there  are  empty  barrells  suflicient  or  nearly  sutli- 

cient  at  the  different  posts  on  that  Kiver,  to  answer  the  purpose; 

as  with  the  expence  of  a  little  cooperage  they  can  be  made  fit 

to  hold  the  flour.     I  have,  therefore,  directed  the  same  to  be 

delivered  to  Mr.  Hay  or  to  his  order,  and  as  I  find  this  supply 

of  fiour  indispensably  necessary  to  our  Army,  I  am  to  request 

the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  give  immediate  orders  that  Mr. 

Hay  may  be  furnished  with  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  Cooinn*- 

age  and  for  so  many  Casks  (if  any)  as  may  still  be  wanting.     I 

would  no!   lia\t'  (roiibled  you   with   lliis  api)lication  but  1  iiieet 

wilh  sncli  ])i'essiiig  demands  for  Mon(\v  as  will  consnine  the  small 

sum   I  liav(*  with  me,  and  as  1  nnisl   form  a  dependance  on  the 

specific  su])]>li('s  duo  I'roiu    lliis  Slalc.   I    trust    that   your  Mxcel- 

loncy's  exertions   will   roniove    Mi-.    Hay's  obstacles,   otherwise 
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the  ariuv  will  a^^iiii  siillVr.      I   have  I  lit'  honur  to  be  Vuur  Ex- 
cellency's Most  Obed't  \'    Ihiiiililc  ScM'vt. 

His    Mxcrlieiicv   The   (idNcinor    \    ( '(iiiiniiiiK^'r    in    ('liicf    of    the 
State  of  Nt'W  York. 

r.  S.  In  lookini:  into  Mr.  Ilav's  hiici'  ai:ain.  I  lind  he  has 
been  more  cautious  in  tiic  assurancrs  in  his  letter  than  he  was 
in  conviTsat  ion,  t  hcicfoic  I  be^  leaxc  to  enclose  a  copy  of  it. 

Udny  Uay  to  Kobert  Mouris. 

Camp  15  Augt.  1781. 
Sir,  By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  passed  27th 
>rar<h  last  X:  altered  ^v;:  ainend"<l  in  the  Month  of  June,  five  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  barrells  of  Flour  or  a  Quantity  of  Wheat 
ecinivalent  thereto,  was  to  be  collected  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
September  next.  From  every  Intelligence  yet  received,  I  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  believe  that  about  3000  Bbls  might  be 
deposited  on  the  P>anks  of  tlie  Hudson  by  the  ^fiddle  of  next 
month  had  I  at  present  a  sufTicient  sum  of  hard  Money  to  pur- 
chase the  Casks  into  which  it  must  be  put.  I  would,  therefore,  if 
consistent  with  your  other  i)lan#«,  recjuest  you  to  favour  me  with 
a  sum  sutlicient  for  that  purpose,  whi<li  I  will  engage  to  pay  as 
soon  as  any  har«l  Money  the  IM-operty  of  tlie  State  ,S:  not  appro- 
priated by  Law  comes  into  my  hands,  A:  should  1  not  receive  any 
I  will  lay  the  matter  before  tlic  L<^Msl;iiuir  nt  ih<ir  nrxt  meet- 
ing iV:  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  the  State  will  give  you  Credit 
for  &  repay  the  same  as  soon  as  in  their  power.  You  are  fully 
sensible,  Sir,  of  the  many  Disapjiuintmeuts  that  g<Miei;ilIy  occur 
in  collecting  specific  sui)plies  by  coercive  Laws.  1  will,  there- 
fore, I  doubt  not  make  the  projHT  allowance  for  any  Failure 
that   may  arise;   for  though    I   think   the  opinion  above  given 
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respecting  the  Quantity  that  may  be  collected  is  well  founded 
&  tho'  I  know  my  own  determination  to  use  the  most  vigorous 
Methods  in  my  Power  to  prevent  any  Disappointment,  yet  so 
many  untoward  Circumstances  may  turn  up  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  this  State  that  I  must  request  you  to  esteem  the  Collec- 
tion of  the  3000B1S  only  as  probable  not  absolutely  certain.  1 
have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 
The  Honorable  R.  Morris,  Esqr. 


[No.  3905.] 

Return  of  the  4  Months  Levies  Recieved  c&  Mustered  from 

GenrH  Swartout^s  Brigade, 

Fishldll  August  16  - 1781' 
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NB.    Ulster  County  men  not  Included 


Henry  Dodge,  Capt. 


[No.  390G.] 

Ocncral   Ja.nws    Clinton    Reports    to    Governor   Clinton    that    One 

JTundrcd    of    the    i]f(jssachusetts     Troops     Have    Arrived     and 

Been  Ordered  to  Sehoharie. 

Albany,  Aug.  IGth  1781. 

Dear  Sir,    Yours  of  the  14th  inst.  I  Received  r>ast  Night  with 

Its  enclosures  which  were  forwai'dcd  Imediatoly.       Near  one 
14 
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lluiulrt'tl  of  ihi'  KastiTU  Trooiis  arrived  lii'ii'  lliis  in()riiin<;.  They 
niarcli  iTiiiiirdiatoly  to  Scliobaric  with  a  few  of  oin-  Levies  and  I 
hvM  j>arl  of  tlie  Mililia  are  to  ^o  willi  iliciii. 

OenM.  J!^tari<  arriNcd  lure  a  f<'\v  days  a;:o  and  I  now  only  wait 
f«)r  the  R^'turn  of  an  Express  from  Head  (^)narlers  when  I  expect 
to  leave  Albany  with  the  Continental  Troops  that  are  here  And 
as  I  expect  to  see  yon  on  my  way  down  T  will  not  trouble  you 
with  a  long  Letter.  Small  parties  of  the  Enemy  are  often  seen 
Lnrkinjj:  about  the  Country  to  carry  of  some  of  our  prominent 
men  they  have  done  but  little  yet  though  they  have  made  several 
atteni])ts. 


[No.  3907.] 
Ezra  rJIomninJif  u   Furnishes  Governor  Clinton   WitJi   Information 
Coneerniny    the   Differences   Between    Colonel   IJay   and    Colonel 
Piekering — European  \etcs — Military  Operations  in  the  Far  South 
and  Cornuallis'  Occupation  of  Yorktoun. 

Philadelphia,  August  16th  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  In  our  last  letters  we  informed  you  of  the  conduct  of 
Congress  relating  to  Vermont  &  sent  you  enclosed  their  Resolu 
tions  respecting  the  same,  and  also  the  resolutions  desiring  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull  to  recall  his  L'ommissions  for  the  l*urpose  of 
taking  Britisli  Goods  on  T>ong  Tslaml;  we  also  informed  you  of 
the  apj>ointment  of  the  Chancellor  to  the  oHice  of  Secretary  foi* 
foreign  alTairs.  The  Committee  to  confer  with  the  agents  from 
Vermont,  have  since  been  appointed,  consisting  of  live,  most  of 
whom  are  from  the  southward. 

The  Papers  relating  to  th.-  ditTerenre  between  the  (^)n:ii-ter  Miis 
ter  General  &  Colo.  Hay  respecting  f<»rage  in  West  <'lnster  have 
been  committed  to  the  IJoard  of  W  ar.   who  (h-clinrd   reporting 
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on  the  same.  They  have  since  been  committed  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee whose  report  has  been  taken  up,  but  for  want  of  time  post- 
poned till  to-morrow.  We  shall  give  you  the  earliest  intelligence 
of  the  Decision  of  Congress  on  this  subject.  The  Board  of  Treas- 
ury at  present  is  in  such  situation  that  I  see  no  great  prospect 
of  a  settlement  of  the  purchasing  officers  accounts  in  our  State 
until  the  Financier  shall  adopt  a  general  system  for  settling  all 
public  accounts  which  he  is  determined  to  do  as  soon  as  his  Busi- 
ness will  admit.  Neither  is  it  at  present  in  our  Power  to  pro- 
cure Money  for  Colo.  Lewis  &  Hay  to  pay  of  Artificers  &  Labour- 
ers in  their  several  Departments,  unless  by  Orders  on  our  Treas- 
ury, which  I  fear  would  be  disagreeable  to  the  State  in  its  pres- 
ent Circumstances.  By  a  Resolution  at  the  Request  of  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, the  Board  of  Treasury  is  continued,  until  he  can  have  time 
to  arrange  his  Business,  and  their  Existance  being  so  precarious, 
they  would  not  willingly  enter  on  any  new  modes  for  settling 
Accounts,  they  having  no  monies  at  their  Disposal. 

By  a  Vessel  arriving  Yesterday  in  40  Days,  from  Spain  we  have 
Received  Letters  from  Mr.  Jay  of  the  29th  of  May  last,  but  hav- 
ing nothing  very  interesting,  as  it  was  an  opportunity  by  which 
he  did  not  choose  to  write  confidentially.  Letters  by  the  Same 
Vessel  confirm  the  Accounts  of  2Gth  of  the  St.  Estatia  fleet 
being  taken  by  the  French  &  carried  into  Port  &  five  others  by 
privateers,  and  that  but  five  arrived  safe  at  Cork.  Tis  true  that 
Mr.  Neckar  the  great  Financier  of  France  is  displaced  owing  tis 
said,  to  Court  Parties,  tho'  his  successor  is  accounted  a  Person 
of  great  abilities  in  that  way. 

Lord  Cornwallis  after  iiubai  kini;  liis  lroo])s  v^-  uiMiuMivrinir  in 
the  Bay,  and  inducing  a  belief  ilini  lie  iinaiu  to  land  in  Maryland, 
suddenly  went  up  James  River  and  landed  at  York  Town  which 
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is  an  ath  aiilni:inus  I'osi   foi-  liari-assiiiLr  the  ('niiiitrv  hciiii:  favor- 
al>h'  for  liis  olliri-  rust  at   Tort  siiioiii  li.     Tliis  coihIiicI  was  owiii;; 
to   Ailvifo  rccoivojl  fi'om   New  ^'oik  l>y  an  rxprcss  l^oat,  wliich 
makes  it  i)robabI('  Sii-  Ilnirv  Clinion  is  under  no  ;::r('at  ai)j)rt'lion- 
sions   from   our   ojHrations  a«:ainst   Xcw  York.     At   the  South- 
ward near  C'harK's  Town,  4r»  of  tlic  I'ut'uiics  Horse  were  taken 
lately  l>y  surprise  ]>y  a  ]*ai'ty  of  Colo.  Leo's  without  any  loss  on 
our  Side.     Flags  of  truce  are  daily  arriving  liere  with  unfortu- 
nate ^:  distressed  families  from  Charles  Town  &  Savanah,  many 
of  whom  are  forced  away.     Jiy  the  last  Letters  from  Oen'l  Green 
of  the  ITtli  of  July,  we  are  informed  that  a  Iveinforcement  has 
been  roeoived  at  Chai'h'S  Town,  tho'  not  ch'signed  for  that  place. 
They  were  engaged  to  come  over  as  settlers  of  the  Country  and 
were  not  to  fight  except  in  the  Defence  of  their  own  Settlements. 
Finding  a  necessity   for   them   at  (Charles  Town   they  were  em- 
bodied, which  occasioned  a  mutiny,  ♦!<:  in  one  regiment  One  Hun- 
dred were  killed  vK:  wounded  before  the  others  would  subnnt.  Ten 
sail  of  the  Line  and  S(l(l(^  Troo]is  are  goinu'  from  Sj>ain.  1   think 
from  th(»  Fort   (»f  Cadiz  on  a  secret  Expedition.     Many  are  the 
Conjectures    of    their    Destination.     This    intelligence    by    Mr. 
Carmities  Letter.     I  iiope  in  case  thev  should  bi'  suci-ctssful  thev 

I  •  ft. 

will  not  send  their  C.arrisona  taken  to  New  York  to  fight  against 
us.  as  they  have  <lnne  in  tlie  late  history  of  Pinsaiola.  The  en- 
cb)Hed  Instruetions  lis  sui»[posed]  sutliciently  explains  the  du- 
bious flanse  in  the  Ordinance  ]»assed  in  March  last,  by  contining 
such  seizing  to  the  High  St*as  oi-  between  high  \sater  and  Low 
water  marks.  I  shall  be  glad  to  ln-ar  from  you  uhenever  you 
may  find  it  convenieni  in  write,  and  am  with  great  respect  and 
esteem  Your  P'xrellency'H  most  obedt.  \  \eiv  Humble  Servt, 
His  Kxcellencv  (tovernor  Clinton. 
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[No.  3908.] 

Correspondence  Between  Colonel  Hay  and  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering, 

Q.  M.  G.,  in  Regard  to  their  Dispute  over  Forage. 

Poughkeepsie,  July  5th  1781. 
Sir,  Having  appointed  Captain  William  Brown,  my  Assistant, 
for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  inclosed  law  relative  to  the  se- 
questered or  confiscated  Estates  in  West  Chester  County,  I  have 
desired  him  to  become  the  bearer  of  this  and  shew  you  his  in- 
structions from  me  on  that  Subject,  hoping  such  part  of  them 
with  which  you  are  more  immediately  connected  will  correspond 
with  your  ideas  of  the  mode  in  which  this  business  ought  to  be 
transacted,  but  if  you  think  any  Amendment  or  alteration  neces- 
sary I  will  with  pleasure  enter  into  either  the  one  or  the  other 
as  far  as  the  duties  of  my  OflSce  will  permit.     I  am  respectfully 

Sir,  your  most  obt.  Srt. 

Udny  Hay. 
To  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering. 

The  following  came  enclosed  in  the  foregoing  letter. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  Commissioners  of 
Sequestration,  for  the  county  of  West  Chester,  do  permit  the  State  Agent  or  either 
of  his  assistants  to  collect  any  forage  or  other  supplies  for  the  Army  which  may 
be  found  on  any  of  the  Sequestered  or  Confiscated  Estates  in  the  County  of  West 
Chester,  and  which  otherwise  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners  to  colKect 
and  Dispose  of,  and  that  the  said  forage  and  other  supplies  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the 
said  Agent,  as  other  supplies  furnished  by  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  And 
further  That  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  the  Commissioners  of  Sequestration,  in  the 
Several  Counties,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  to  the  State  Agent,  or  one 
of  his  assistants  all  such  Beef  Cattle,  Sheep  or  SwIne,  as  they  now  have  or  here- 
after shall  have  In  their  possession  as  Sequestered  Goods  to  be  delivered  and  dis- 
posed of  by  the  said  Agent,  as  other  supplies  furnished  by  this  State,  for  the  use 
of  the  army. 

A  True  Extract  taken  from  "An  Act  relative  to  the  ofDce  of  State  Agent  "  (p.i.-!<:?d 
1st  July  1781) 

Udny  Hay  S.  Age^iU 

No.  3    From  Udny  Ilay  S.   Agent  to  Tim:  Pickering  Q.  M.  O. 

Camp    White   plains   25th    July,   ITSI. 
[See  pages   129-132] 

No.   4    From  Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  G.   to  Udny   Ilay   State  Agent. 

Camp  near  Dobbs  ferry  July  2Gth,  ITSl. 
Sir,  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  which  you  handed  me  last  evenintt,  I  have 
read  with  attention.  Divers  passages  in  it  would  lead  a  stranger  to  suppoFC  that 
a  quarrel  subsisted  between  us  on  the  score  of  forage  consumed  by  the  Army  In 
this  part  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  and  that  I  had  discovered  no  small  aversion 
to  an  amicable  settlement.  It  even  seems  to  be  Intimated  that  I  entertained  per- 
verse,   or   at    least   very    singular   sentiments   on    the   subject;    and    that   I    could    lay 


214  rrni.ic  TAnciLs  of  Opx^uob  Clinton. 

thorn  aside  nud  adopt  ollicrs  with  as  much  case  as  I  could  throw  by  an  Old  coat 
and  put  on  a  new  one.  cut  more  to  the  fancy  of  the  Tailor.  IJut  that  my  Roniimonts 
are  not  Flnsular  you  have  yourself  borne  wltnoHs,  In  tclllnR  me  you  found  the  Harao 
among  the  gentlemen  hi  general  In  the  army  with  whom  you  had  Bpokon;  tho'  in 
a  fttc  trortin  i/ou  ronvinrrd  them  of  their  miMtnkc.  They  are  sentimentH  to  which 
Bomo  at  least  of  the  owners  of  lands  here  have  entertained,  who  vlsting  their  old 
haMtations.  expressed  their  satisfaction  that  the  army  was  using  their  forage  which 
otherwise    would    either    fail    Into   the    enemy's    hands  or   perish   on   tho    ground. 

How  an  opinion  so  palpably  crronloua  (as  you  suggest  this  Is)  should  so  generally 
prevail  without  some  foundation  for  It  In  reason,  I  own  does  appear  extraordinary. 
I  am  misinformed.  If  this  opinion  Is  not  current  In  the  French  as  well  as  In  the 
American  army.  At  the  head  of  the  latter  I  may  quote  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mander In  Chief;  which  being  known,  was  sufllclent  to  teach  me  caution  how  as 
a  public  officer,  subject  to  his  command,  I  acted  In  direct  opposition  to  It.  Now 
altho'  for  an  act  of  Injustice  no  man  should  shelter  under  any  name,  however  great, 
yet  as  an  apology  for  a  supposed  error  In  Judgment,  one  may  certainly  be  allowed 
to  quote  the  opinion  of  a  superior.  But  I  would  not  have  done  It  In  this  Letter, 
had  you  not  told  me  that  you  had  already  written,  I  suppose  to  the  Governour  or 
some  gentlemen  In  power  In  the  state,  that  the  rommnndrr  in  chirf  not  only  drclincd 
intrmicddling  at  all  in  the  matter  but  even  giring  an  opinion  on  the  siibjrct:  By  which 
I  perceive  that  the  flame  which  you  tell  me  Is  already  kindled  against  me  Is  to  be 
increased.  But  I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  myself  If  either  an  arrest  which  you  have 
repeatedly  held  up  to  my  view,  or  even  the  actual  Imprisonment  of  my  Person,  for 
a  debt  really  or  supposed  to  be  due  from  the  United  States  to  any  particular  state, 
or  any  Individual  subject  of  It,  would  at  all  Influence  my  determination.  A  seizure 
of  my  Person  or  property  for  a  debt  contracted  by  me  as  a  public  ofllcer,  I  should 
Indeed  consider  as  an  act  of  cruel  Injustice.  And  even  if  it  were  warranted  by  law 
(of  which  however  I  may  at  least  express  a  doubt)  yet  'tis  an  act,  against  which  the 
common  sense  of  mankind  revolts.  This  Is  so  true,  that  notwithstanding  the  suf- 
ferings, for  many  years  past,  of  thousands  of  public  Creditors,  not  two  Instances 
I  believe  can  be  adduced  where  the  person  or  property  of  the  public  officers  have 
been  touched.  It  would  be  an  absurdity  to  suppose  that  the  public  creditors  deemed 
the  public  officers  to  be  sureties  for  the  debts  they  contracted  on  public  account. 
It  being  universally  known  that  the  riches  of  the  wcalthio-t  Ofllcer  In  America  bear 
no  proportion   to  the  public  debts  contracted   In   some  Departments. 

In  mentioning  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  In  Chief,  I  have  no  Idea  of  exposing 
him  to  censure.  For  I  trust  the  time  Is  not  yet  arrived  when  an  American  may 
not  think  Independently,  rf  apeak  tchat  he  thinks. 

That  any  one  should  imagine  I  wished  to  deprive  this  state  of  one  particle  of  its 
property,  is  doing  me  great  Injustice.  I  have  seen  Its  exertions— I  have  been  a  wlt- 
D66S  to  Its  sufferings — I  have  represented  them  to  Congress— I  have  spoken  of  them  on 
all  occasions.  To  Congress  I  said  "  The  people  in  tho  State  of  Now  York  are  under 
very  peculiar  disadvantages.  Their  trade  with  the  neishbouring  states  Is  so  con- 
fined— tho  Troops  have  been  .'^o  long  uni)aid— &  the  public  oHlcers  there  have  for  so  long 
time  past  been  furnished  with  so  liltlo  money— at  the  same  time  that  the  army  has 
drawn  from  it  such  considerable  supplies,  money  of  consequence  must  be  extremely 
B'arre.  For  its  quota  of  supplies  not  money  but  state  certificates  were  given.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  supplies  the  army  make  large  draughta  on  this  state  for  forage,  lumber, 
wood,  Ac.  and  tho  service  of  teams:  For  all  which  no  consideration  can  In  general 
b«  glren  but  certificates,  A  these  not  receivable  In  taxes:  whereby  tho  Inhahitni  i-.  of 
that  state  are  exceedingly  dlNtresscd.  There  Is  nothing  which  tho  army  A-a'itj  and 
that  state  can  furnish  which  is  not  taken  by  impress,  when  not  otherwise  to  be 
obtained  which  often  happens.  The  people  submit  to  these  oppressions  (for  such 
undoubtedly  they  are,  tho'  unavoidable)  with  astonishing  patience,  partly  from  a  con- 
Tlrtlon  that  the  articles  so  obtained  are  essential  to  the  army,  ft  partly  thro"  the 
infiuenre  of  the  military,  who  either  are  Id  fact,  or  are  expected  to  be  called  to 
enforce  the  execution  If  opposed.  Other  rtates  out  of  the  army's  roach,  experience 
DO  such  oppression.  The  Inhabitants  make  their  own  terms  for  supply  and 
•enrlce«  required  of  them;  and  without  money,  or  promise  of  speedy  payment,  refuse 
to  yield  cither." 

To  Mr  Morris  the  Superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  I  have  repre- 
•ented  the  dlstresa  of  Colonel  I^Iughes  D.  Q.  M.  of  this  state,  for  want  of  money— that 
hla  small   warrant  of  20,000  new  emlMton  dollars  on  the  loan  office  of  this  State  was 
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not  yet  paid  off — that  a  considerable  balance  yet  remained  due,  which  he  could  not 
obtain — that  this  was  his  only  resource  for  money  from  the  time  of  his  Appointment 
to  this  day  &  that  "  almost  all  persons  of  course  remained  unpaid  for  services  and 
supplies  "  (Then  subjoining  "  These  added  to  the  Debts  of  the  old  Department  would 
have  long  since  put  a  stop  to  public  business  here,  were  there  not  peculiar  energy 
in  the  executive  of  the  State,  and  a  military  force  at  hand  to  carry  into  effect  every 
necessary  order.  If  any  relief  can  be  afforded,  I  know  not  where  it  can  be  better 
applied.  It  is  due  to  the  public  Officers,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State.  The 
United  States  will  also  be  benefitted,  for  the  doing  the  public  business  here  wholly 
without  money,  increases  the  public  debt  beyond  conception." 

I  have  said  thus  much  to  justify  myself  from  groimdless  aspersions;  and  in  a  matter 
so  interesting  to  me  as  a  man,  and  still  more  as  a  public  officer,  I  trust  you  will 
excuse  me,  even  if  you  should  deem  me  tedious. 

In  adjusting  this  business,  I  have  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  avoid  an  improper 
charge  against  the  United  States.  Any  Certificate  of  facts,  with  that  caution,  I  am 
content  to  give.  To  determine  with  any  degree  of  precission,  the  separate  Quantities 
of  forage  consumed  on  confiscated  Estates  and  the  lands  of  individuals,  is  beyond  the 
power  of  calculation.  I  therefore  would  not  choose  to  attempt  it:  nor  will  it  be  just 
(admitting  the  claim  to  some  compensation  to  be  right)  that  anything  be  allowed  for 
forage  destroyed  on  the  ground,  and  not  eaten  by  the  public  Cattle;  for  such  will  only 
be  lost  as  the  whole  would  have  been  but  for  the  accident  that  the  army  has  taken 
post  here.  To  avoid  therefore  a  perplexing  discussion,  I  am  content  that  the  number 
of  Cattle  eating  public  forage  should  be  ascertained;  tho'  not  in  the  mode  you  pro- 
pose; for  it  would  be  an  indignity  to  a  public  officer  to  submit  to  it.  However,  I  will 
cause  the  necessary  returns  to  be  made,  by  which  the  number  of  such  cattle  may  be 
determined  as  accurately  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

If  I  comprehend  the  meaning  of  your  proposition  for  fixing  the  value  of  the  forage, 
thus  applied  to  the  use  of  the  army,  it  is  this —  That  if  one  ton  of  hay  worth  six 
pounds  (or  15  dollars)  will  subsist  any  given  number  of  horses  one  day,  then  that 
the  United  States  should  be  charged  the  same  sum  for  every  like  number  of  horses 
of  the  army  for  every  day  they  subsisted  on  the  forage  growing  in  this  County.  But 
this  I  can  never  agree  to.  Its  very  situation  within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  at  such  a 
distance  from  a  market  must  greatly  lessen  its  value:  for  I  presume  it  will  not  be  sug- 
gested that  a  Market  is  at  hand.  Viz:  the  army,  because  this,  by  marching  &  rescuing 
the  forage  from  the  jaws  of  the  enemy,  has  rendered  it  of  any  value  at  all.  The 
pasturage  in  this  County  is  also  lessened  in  value  because  the  lands  lay  desolate  & 
waste,  without  inclosures.  which  obliges  us  to  employ  great  numbers  of  herdsmen  to 
watch  the  Cattle  to  prevent  their  going  astray,  To  these  considerations  is  to  be  added 
the  general  one,  that  pasturage  which  will  subsist  any  number  of  Cattle  one  week.  Is 
far  less  valuable  than  the  Quantity  of  Hay  which  shall  support  the  same  cattle  as 
well  during  the  same  time. 

I  must  also  observe  that  Congress  have  for  the  present  year  demanded  no  forage  of 
any  state;  and  that  the  Prices  must  therefore  be  fixed  by  the  public  ofilcers  and  the 
owners  of  forage.  Six  pounds  per  Ton  for  the  best  of  hay.  in  this  plentiful  year,  is 
beyond  all  reason.  I  have  no  idea  of  saddling  the  United  States  with  such  an  enor- 
mous debt  as  that  would  create.  The  best  upland  hay  delivered  Immediately  from  the 
field,  after  hving  cut  and  cured  by  the  owner,  will  not  be  worth  half  the  money.  Nay 
I  doubt  whether  more  than  one  third  of  that  price  paid  down  In  hard  money  (and  In 
hard  money  tho  accounts  of  this  state  with  the  United  States  are  to  be  finally  settled) 
will  bo  given  for  the  best  hay  in  any  County  In  the  State;  much  less  should  it  be  the 
price  of  hay  within  tho  encmys  lines.  These  observations  will  also  apply  to  every 
species  of  grain  used  for  forage. 

On  these  grounds  I  am  ready  to  fix  with  you  the  value  of  the  forage  which  shall  be 
Judged  to  be  eaten  by  the  numbers  of  Cattle  ascertained  as  above  mentioned,  for 
which  I  should  propose  to  give  Certificates  In  some  such  form  as  this,  viz: 

I  certify   that  from   tho   day  of   horses  &  Oxen   In  the  public 

service  & fat  Cattle  as  nearly  as  the  numbers  could  be  ascertained,  were  sub- 
sisted on  good  pastures  and  meadows  (tho  property  of  whom  I  am  unable  to  deter- 
mine) In  the  County  of  West  Chester.  In  the  State  of  New  York.  That  during 
the  same  time  the  fields  In  general  In  that  County  lay  desolate  &  wa.^^te.  without 
Inclosures,  which  rendered  It  necessary  to  employ  considerable  numbers  of  men  as 
guards  or  herdsmen  to  watch  the  Creatures  so  pastured  to  prevent  their  going  astray 
and  being  lost.    That  tho  parts  of  the  County  thus  foraged  were  deemed  to  be  within 
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tbe  enMny's  lines;  A  till  iLc  army  marched  down,  woro  ho  totally  in  the  cucmy's 
power  that  Iho  forage  muni  hove  perished  on  the  ground  or  been  corrled  away  by  the 
enemy  uniees  thus  conHunied  by   the  army.    I  am  &c 

Timy.  Pickering  Q.  M.  Q. 

No.  6    From  Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  O.  to  His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress. 

Camp   Near   Dobbs  ferry  July  27th,   1781. 

Sir.  When  the  army  moved  into  this  County,  particularly  to  this  Quarter,  fo  far 
within  the  enemy's  lines.  It  was  generally  supposed  by  the  Onicers,  that  the  forage 
growing  on  the  desolate  lands  would  be  freely  used  by  the  army,  without  any  claim 
for  payment  from  the  owners  of-the  soil.  This  I  knew  was  the  prevailing  opinion  at 
Head  Quarters  a?  well  as  elsewhere.  It  was  therefore  a  matter  of  no  small  surprise 
when  the  State  agent  appeared  armed  with  a  recent  law  of  the  Slate  to  take  possession 
of  all  the  forage  growing  on  what  are  called  "  Sequestered  estates,"  to  apply  the 
same  (it  is  true)  to  the  use  of  the  army,  and  take  certificates  for  the  amount-  A  copy 
of  the  law  (as  handed  to  me  by  the  State  agent)  I  beg  leave  to  inclose.  The  prin- 
cipal agent  (Colo.  Hay)  has  at  length  come  down,  and  pressed  me  for  a  decision.  I 
told  him  what  I  understood  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  army  In  general,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Commander  In  Chief;  and  that  I  should  not  think  It  proper  to  act  In 
opposition  to  the  latter.  After  this  Colonel  Hay  himself  spoke  to  the  general,  who 
then  (as  he  says)  declined  intermeddling  in  the  matter,  or  even  giving  an  opinion 
about  it. 

It  was  now  agreed  by  Colo.  Hay  &  me  that  he  should  state  in  writing  his  demands. 
to  which  I  would  give  him  an  answer  also  in  writing.  This  being  done,  but  not  to  his 
satisfaction,  he  proposed  that  the  matter  should  be  laid  before  Congress,  thro'  the 
Delegate.s  of  the  State.  To  this  I  had  no  objection.  At  the  same  time  It  seemed  proper 
that  I  should  communicate  to  your  E.xcellency  the  substance  of  what  had  passed 
between  Colonel  Hay  and  me,  on  the  subject.  His  two  propositions,  &  my  observations 
In  consequence  thereof,  I  do  my.-clf  the  honour  to  inclose. 

How  it  happened  that  the  same  idea  was  taken  up  generally,  &  almost  universally  in 
the  army,  unless  it  had  some  foundation  in  reason,  must  appear  a  little  extraordinary. 
What  were  the  reasonings  of  the  Officers  on  the  subject  I  cannot  determine.  Many 
things  from  some  obvious  circumstances  attending  them,  strike  us  forcibly  as  right 
or  wrong,  without  any  formal  reasoning  at  all.  Certain  facts  presented  themselves 
here  at  the  first  view— as,  that  the  Country  was  generally  abandoned  both  by  Whig 
and  Torey— That  the  fields  lay  desolate  &  waste,  without  Inclosures— that  the  forage 
growing  there  would  have  been  carried  off  by  the  enemy  or  perished  on  the  ground — & 
that  It  could  generally  be  used  by  nobody  save  the  army,  &  by  that  only  on  the  spot 
where  the  forage  grew.  If  I  am  not  misinformed,  the  same  sentiments  prevail  in  the 
French  aa  In  the  American  army. 

The  question  arising  on  this  subject,  and  of  which  I  request  the  decision  of  Congress, 
I  take  to  be  simply  this.  Whether  the  United  States  shall  or  shall  not  be  charged 
with  the  value  of  the  forage  produced  In  this  County,  under  the  circumstances  above 
mentioned,  that  has  been  or  shall  be  consumed  therein  by  the  army?  Of  this  I  beg 
leave  to  ask  as  early  a  determination  as  pos.sible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  &c 

Timothy  Pickering,  Q    M.  O. 

*No.  6.  From  Robert  Graham  E.^qr.  Chairman  of  the  Refugees  assembled  at  White 
Plains  30  July  1781  to  Colonel  Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  Oenl. 

White  Plains  30th  July,  1781. 
Sir.  Astonished   at   the  information  of  an  attempt  being   made,   to   take  by   furjn   for 
the  use  of  the  army  the  produce  of  our  farms,  without  maklag  us  the  least  reccm- 


•  On    motion  made    '                !   unanimously   that  a  letter  be  wrote  to   the  Q.    M.  O.   of 

the   Am*»ri«nn  Army                      g  of   him    pay    for  what   forage  or  other  nrtlclex  ho   has 

obtainod  frri!  '  ■•:  rri-ir  farms  ft  at  the  same  time  give  him  their  opinions  of  his 
condu't  BM  I.' 

Rcftolved   u ly   that  Colo.    Udny   Hay   State   agent  prepare  a  draught   of  said 

letter. 

On   the  said  letter  being   read,   paragraph  by  paragraph,  the  same  was  unanimously 

t  from  the  proceodings  of  the  Refugees  of  the  County  of  Wc!«t  Chester  at  the 
»[!'•<  t'lalns  on  the  31st  of  July.  17R1. 

Ebenczer  S.   Durling. 

North  Castle  August  ye  9th.   ITU. 
(Attest) 
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t»ence,  nay  even  refusing  an  acknowledgment  by  which  we  would  obtain  pay  here- 
after, and  having  met  this  day  and  appointed  Robert  Graham  Esquire  Judge  of  this 
County  as  our  Chairman,  the  Agent  of  the  State  at  our  request  favoured  u?  with  a 
correspondence  between  you  and  him,  that  has  fully  confirmed  the  information  we 
had  received,  and  which  impells  us  to  tell  you  Sir  (for  your  unprecedented  and 
unwarranted  attempt  to  trample  on  the  Laws  of  that  State  to  which  we  are  subject, 
and  of  which  we  have,  and  ever  will  be  the  firm  and  unshaken  supporters,  forbid 
every  degree  of  delicacy.)  That  we  are  determined  to  have  full  and  speedy  satisfaction, 
for  the  insults  offered  us,  by  taking  such  Steps  as  the  Laws  of  our  Country  will  war- 
rant, for  compelling  you  to  do  us  Justice;  while  we  cannot  refrain  from  smiling  with 
disdain  at  the  folly  of  any  Individual  however  high  in  station,  presuming  openly  and 
without  the  smallest  necessity  to  set  the  Law  at  defiance.  We  nevertheless  should 
think  it  necessary  to  show  our  immediate  indignation  at  such  a  character,  were  we 
not  with  held  from  doing  so  by  that  love  of  our  country  and  regard  for  the  general 
cause,  which  induced  us  at  first  to  quit  these  habitations  &  these  fields,  which  you 
wish  to  prove  our  right  and  title  to  extinct. 

Actuated  by  these  motives,  and  at  the  particular  request  of  the  State  Agent,  not 
from  the  smallest  inclination  to  show  you  any  favour,  we  shall  defer  putting  the  Law 
in  execution  till  the  tenth  of  next  month,  against  which  time  you  will  probably  have 
received  such  instructions  from  Congress  to  whom  we  are  informed  you  have  wrote 
on  the  subject,  as  may  prevent  any  further  altercation. 

We  have  carefully  read  over  the  Agents  Letter  to  you  and  your  answer,  taking  both 
up  by  Paragraphs  and  made  the  necessary  comparisons,  and  would  make  no  observa- 
tion, Sir,  on  the  absurdity  &  childishness  of  your  reasoning  but  impute  that  to  the 
weakness  of  your  head,  did  not  the  wickedness  of  your  heart  appear  too  glaring  for 
us  to  pass  over  unnoticed  in  your  attempt  to  make  it  be  believed  your  illegal  prac- 
tices have  been  commenced  &  pursued  in  consequence  of  an  opinion  received  from  our 
illustrious  commander  in  chief.  The  well  known  character  of  that  great  man,  his 
exerted  attention  on  every  occasion  to  support  the  rights  of  individuals  the  sacred 
regard  he  has  ever  shown  to  the  civil  authority  and  Laws  of  this  State,  all  join  iu 
defeating  your  wish  to  make  us  believe  he  would  countenance  the  infringement  of  a 
Law  (unless  compelled  thereto  by  some  unavoidable  necessity)  did  he  even  think  the 
Law  in  itself  improper  or  impolitic.  Be  assured  therefore  we  have  not  the  most  distant 
idea  of  your  being  able  to  screen  yourself  in  an  illegal  Act  under  a  shield  which  would 
give  you  such   importance. 

We  have  thus  Sir,  with  that  liberty  which  as  free  Citizens  of  America  we  Claim,  as 
one  of  our  most  invaluable  priviledges,  declared  our  Opinion  of  your  late  proceedings 
respecting  the  forage  taken  by  your  direction  in  this  County,  and  our  determination 
is  firmly  fixt  to  assert  our  rights  &  rescue  our  property,  out  of  the  hands  of  every 
invader  thereof,  whether  under  the  colour  of  an  open  enemy  a  secret  Torey  or  a  self 
interested  and  designing   Whig. 

We  have  requested  Captain  William  Brown  and  Mr.  Francis  Chandonet  to  deliver  you 
this  Letter  at  your  ofl'ice  In  Camp,  and  beg  your  answer  directed  to  their  care  at  the 
Widow   Miller's,  White  Plains. 

I  am  Sir,  In  behalf  and  by  the  unanimous  order  of  the  Refugees  of  West  Chester 
County  met  at  Mr.  William  Fields,  Your  most  Obed't  humble  Serv't. 

Robt.   Graham.   Chairmau. 

No.  7.    From  Udny  Hay  S.  Agent  to  Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  G. 

Camp  near  Dobbs  ferry  S(h  Augt.,  1781. 

Sir,   incited  by  inclinntion,  and  at  the  request  of  sundry  of  the  Rofupcos  who  are  to 

moot  at  the  House  of   Michael   Hayes,    in   North  Castl«\   to  morrow   nt  ton   in   the  foi-i^- 

noon,    I   take   the   liberty   of   requesting   your   company    tlioro.    that   the   whole   mooting 

(which   I   believe   will   bo   both    numerous  and    rcspoctabio)    may    have   an    opportunity 

of  hearing  whatever  arguments  you  may  think  proper  to  offer  in  support  of  the  pi'o- 

pricty   of  your  conduct   In   refusing  to   make   sati.»^factlon   for  the  forage  used   by   the 

army   In   this   County.     I   am   Sir,    Your   Most   Obt.    hblo.    Sorvt. 

Udny  Hay,  S.  Agent 

No.  8  From  Timothy  Pickering  Q.   M.  O.  to  Udny  Hay  State  Agent. 

Camp,   Augt.   Sth,   1781. 
Sir,  As  soon   as   I   found   the  Refugees  were  to  have  another   meeting,   I   determined 
to  attend   It;   to  remove  the  prejudices  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  this  State,   who 
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by   tho  virulence  of  their  rcproachen  heaped  on   a  man   to   whoRo  real  character  they 

were  strangers.  I  saw  had  been  dcrclvod  and  Irritated  by  nitsrcprc^oiitations  &  Inflama- 

tory   speeches.     But  for   this  runsldfrattun   I   Hhoiild  huvu   made  no  answer  to  a   Letter 

conceived  la  such  tndecADt  terms.    I  am  sir.  Yours  &c. 

T.  Pickering,  Q.   M.  G. 

No.  9  From  Timothy  Pickering  Q.   M.  O.  to  Robt.  Graham  Esqr.  Chairman  Ac.  to  be 

communicated  to  the  Refugees  who  were  assembled  at  White  Plaln.s  on  the  3tJth  July 

last. 

Camp  near  Dobbs  ferry  Augt.  3rd,  1781. 

Gentlemen.  I  received  a  letter  dated  the  30th  Ulto  signed  Robert  Graham  chairman 
In  behalf  of  the  Refugees  of  West  Chester  county.  I  should  have  been  more  sur- 
prl.sed  than  I  was  at  the  contents,  had  I  not  believed  you  had  been  unwarily  drawn 
into  the  measure  by  gross  misrcpre.'^entations  of  my  character  and  conduct.  Had  I  not 
supposed  you  thus  deceived,  I  should  have  returned  your  letter  unanswered.  The  terms 
of  It  are  so  indecent  so  improper,  so  unbecoming  the  honourable  characters  you  pro- 
fess to  maintain,  as  the  supporters  of  the  Laws  &  Liberties  of  your  country.  But  as 
your  reproaches  have  arisen  from  mistake  &  misrepresentation  I  am  willing  to  unde- 
ceive you:  and  this  much  more  to  prevent  my  utefulness  as  a  public  Officer  being 
lessened,  than  from  any  concern  for  my  personal  reputation:  for  this  would  sustain 
no  injury  from  such  an  attack  as  yours,  in  the  opinion  of  any  Gentlemen  to  whom  I 
am  personally  known.  You  Gentlemen  have  been  made  to  believe  that  I  have  first 
knowingly  committed  an  act  of  palpable  injustice,  and  this  in  a  case  wherein  I  am 
totally  dlstlnterested.  In  which  I  cannot  gain  or  lose  one  farthing,  in  which  there  is  no 
conceivable  motive  to  do  wrong:  and  then,  to  cover  this  unjust  act,  that  I  falsely 
accused  the  Commander  in  Chief  as  giving  countenance  to  it!  You  were  not  aware 
gentlemen  of  the  enormity  of  the  crimes  you  have  thus  groundlessly  laid  to  my  charge. 
They  are  crimes  of  which  the  most  abandoned  of  mankind  could  scarcely  be  guilty: 
for  which  there  not  only  exists  no  conceivable  motives,  but,  on  the  contrary,  very 
powerful  reasons  against  committing  them!  By  the  supposed  act  of  Injustice  I  exposed 
myself  to  the  resentment  of  the  refugees— to  the  frowns  of  your  Legislature  and  to 
the  displeasure  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  of  this  State!  By  the  supposed  false 
accusat.on  of  tho  Commander  In  Chief,  I  subjected  myself  to  his  indignation,  &  to  be 
Broken  with  infamy!  Yet  these  are  crimes  which  you  have  imputed  to  me.  To  a 
man  who  for  divers  years  past  has  executed  several  important  public  offices  without 
the  imputation  of  the  smallest  crime!  To  a  man  who  after  such  experience  of  his 
ndellty.  was  called  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  Congress  to  his  present  office!  To  a 
man  (to  whom  Indeed  you  must  have  been  strangers,  and  should  not  therefore  have 
so  rashly  censured)  who  from  his  earliest  youth  to  the  present  hour,  has  sustained 
the  reputation  of  unspotted  Integrity  &  truth!  I  will  go  farther  (and  the  cruelty 
of  these  charges  would  even  warrant  boasting)  you  have  Imputed  these  aggravated 
crimes  to  a  man  who  bids  defiance  to  the  whole  world  to  produce  proof,  or  even  tho 
shadow  of  evidence,  that  he  was  ever  guilty,  even  In  a  single  Instance,  of  an  act  of 
dishonesty  or  fal.sehood!  Guilt  you  are  sensible.  Gentlemen,  Implies  knowledge.  I 
have  doubtless  often  erred  thro*  ignorance  &  mistake.  I  lay  no  claims  to  Infallibility. 
The  wisest  of  men  may  sometimes  err:  much  more  may  I,  and  It  was  only  for  a 
supposed  error  in  iudymrnt,  that  I  sought  for  countenance  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  If  you  again  read  my  letter  to  Colonel  Hay  you  will  see  that  so  far 
from  seeking  prote<  tlon  on  any  other  Ground,  I  say  expressly  "  for  an  act  of  injustice 
no  man  should  find  shelter  under  any  name,  however  great."  I  have  Indeed  a  better 
shield  than  the  greatest  name  on  Earth  can  give  me—  conscioua  innocime. 

Suffer  me  now  to  inquire,  what  foundation  there  was  for  so  much  calumny? 

You  begin  to  this  effect,  that  you  were  informed  that  I  had  attempted  to  take  by 
force,  for  the  use  of  the  army  (tls  fortunate  that  It  was  not  for  my  own  use)  the 
produce  of  your  farms,  wl'.hout  making  you  the  least  rerompenf^e:  that  I  even  refused 
Kiving  an  acknowledgment  by  which  you  could  obtain  payment  horonfter;  and  that 
tho  correspondence  between  Colonel  Hay  and  me  had  fully  confirmed  that  information. 
The  word  force  In  the  sense  in  which  you  use  It.  seems  hardly  applicable  to  tho  ca!"e 
In  Question.  However,  I  do  not  mean  to  dispute  about  words.  It  Is  a  fact,  that  when 
the  army  marched  Into  this  country,  every  man  turned  out  his  horse  ft  his  Ox  to 
feed  where  he  pleased  (excepting  Into  fields  of  grain,  which  I  believe  were  generally 
preserved  till  ripe)  nobody  appearing. to  forbid  It.  After  some  days  (I  do  not  recollect 
bow  many)   Mr.  Brown  brought  me  a  letter  from  Colonel  Hay  State  Agent,   inclosing 
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an  extract  of  a  law  of  this  state,  requiring  the  commissioners  of  sequestration,  to 
permit  him  &  his  assistants  to  collect  any  forage  for  the  army  which  might  be  found 
on  any  sequestered  or  confiscated  estates.  I  expressed  some  surprise  for  I  had  enter 
tained  the  same  opinion  that  generally  prevailed  in  the  army,  that  the  forage  con- 
sumed here  would  never  become  a  charge  against  the  United  States.  As  Mr.  Brown 
had  come  instructed  to  collect  the  forage,  I  asked  him  where  he  was  to  carry  it.  He 
answered  up  above.  I  asked  if  he  had  men  &  tools  &  teams  to  cut  &  carry  it  away. 
He  replied  that  he  had  not;  but  depended  on  the  army  for  those  things.  This  was 
the  substance  of  what  passed  between  us,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect;  &  being  very 
busy  I  referred  him  to  Colo.  Lutterloh  the  commissary  of  forage:  but  (I  do  not  know 
why)  Mr.  Brown  neglected  to  call  on  him.  I  heard  little  said  on  the  subject  after- 
wards, till  Colonel  Hay  came  down,  I  believe  I  repeated  to  him  what  had  passed 
between  Mr.  Brown  &  me.  We  conversed  some  time  on  the  subject  &  finally  I  told 
him  I  should  not  choose  to  come  to  a  determination  untill  I  had  consulted  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  I  accordingly  mentioned  the  matter  to  His  Excellency.  He  imme- 
diately said  that  He  thought  the  demand  a  very  extraordinary  one,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  I  observed  that  the  state  had  made  a  law  concerning  it;  at  the  same  time 
presenting  him  with  the  extract  from  it  which  I  had  received  from  Colonel  Hay.  He 
cast  his  eyes  on  it,  &  said  "  I  think  it  is  a  strange  (or  very  strange)  law,"  this 
conversation  I  communicated  to  Colonel  Hay. 

Thus  knowing  the  general's  opinion,  from  his  own  mouth,  I  did  not  think  myself 
warranted  in  giving  such  certificates  as  Colonel  Hay  desired,  that  would  positively 
make  the  United  States  debtors  for  all  the  forage  consumed  by  the  army  in  this 
county.  I  believe  I  then  proposed  that  Colonel  Hay  should  himself  speak  to  the 
General,  to  get  his  determination.  He  afterwards  informed  me  that  he  did  so,  but 
that  the  General  declined  intermeddling  in  the  matter,  or  even  giving  an  opinion  on 
the  subject.  This  however  was  not  satisfactory  to  me.  If  the  case  had  been  so  very 
clear  as  you  seem  to  think  it,  why  should  the  Commander  in  Chief  whose  justice  no 
one  will  call  in  question,  hesitate  to  direct,  or  at  least  advise  me  to  give  the  Certifi- 
cates demanded?  This  circumstance  alone  should  have  rendered  you  Gentlemen  more 
cautious  than  to  have  rashly  accused  me  as  you  have  done,  with  the  infamous  crime 
of  telling  a  falsehood  for  quoting  his  opinion  as  agreeing  with  my  own. 

As  to  a  recompense  for  the  forage,  I  grant  I  did  not  offer  any,  not  being  convinced 
that  it  was  justly  due;  but  that  I  refused  giving  an  acknowledgment  whereby  such 
recompense,  if  judged  right,  might  be  obtained  hereafter  is  not  true.  I  was  willing 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  even  the  first  day  I  saw  Colonel  Hay,  to  give  him  a 
certificate  for  that  end:  but  he  has  ever  demanded  one  of  a  different  kind,  which  with- 
out farther  inquiry  would  make  the  United  States  chargeable.  In  the  letter  to  Colo. 
Hay  I  say  explicitly  "  That  in  adjusting  this  business  I  had  no  other  object  in  view 
than  to  avoid  an  improper  charge  against  the  United  States,  any  certificate  of  facts 
with  that  caution  I  am  content  to  give  "  afterwards,  it  is  true,  I  propose  a  particular 
form,  but  subject  to  alteration  if  not  approved,  for  I  say  expressly,  "  in  some  •^ura 
form  as  this  "  which  plainly  implies  a  willingness  to  alter  it  if  objected  to.  For  tuo 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  forage  consumed  by  the  army,  Colo.  May 
proposed  two  methods,  1st  to  find  the  number  of  horses,  oxen  &  fat  Cattle  belonging 
to  the  army  which  had  subsisted  on  forage  growing  in  this  County— or  2d  to  liave 
appraisers  appointed  to  estimate  the  forage  used  by  the  army,  distinguishing  what 
was  taken  from  Confiscated  or  sequestered  estates,  &  what  from  the  lands  ot  indi- 
viduals, according  to  which  certificates  should  bo  given.  It  being  thus  referred  to 
my  choice,  to  take  one  or  the  other  of  those  two  ways  of  ascertaining  the  forage  used 
by  the  army  in  this  county,  I  preferred  the  former,  and  proposed  calling  for  iviurns 
to  fix  the  number  of  Cattle,  subsisted  as  above  mentioned,  according  to  which  certifi- 
cates should  be  given  that  would  intitle  the  owners  of  the  lands  to  payment  if  It 
should  finally  bo  adjudged  by  those  who  had  a  right  to  determine  U^o  point,  tliat 
justice  required  such  forage  to  be  paid  for.  Colo.  Hay  subjoined  a  number  of  «iues- 
tlons  to  which  ho  desired  answers.  In  case  I  closed  with  neither  of  his  propositions: 
but  as  I  agreed  substantially   to  the  first,   such  answers  were  unnecessary. 

Colonel  Hay,  after  reading  my  answer  to  his  Letter,  proposed  taking  the  sense  of 
Congress  on  the  affair.  I  readily  agreed  to  It  He  said  he  would  write  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  tho  State;  &  I  told  him  I  would  write  to  the  President  of  Congress.  I  did 
80,  and  ordered  an  express  to  be  ready  to  take  the  letters,  as  soon  as  his  should  be 
brought  to  mv  ofllcp. 

The  business  being  thus  submitted,  &  at  Colonel  Hays  own  motion,  to  the  decision 
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of  Congress.  I  confesa  I  waa  not  a  little  surprised  at  being  presented,  six  dnys  after- 
wards, with  a  letter  written  with  so  much  acrimony  as  yours,  ft  could  not  avoid  think- 
ing that  much  industry  bad  boon  used  to  excite  your  bitter  resentment,  when  there 
was  so  little  ground  for  it 

Now  Gentlemen  permit  me  to  ask— In  what  part  of  these  transactions  do  you  dis- 
cover any  foundation  for  accusing  me  of  the  heinous  crimes  you  have  Inld  to  my 
charKe?  Besides  those  already  noticed,  you  speak  of  my  "  trampling  on  llu*  laws  of 
the.  State  "—That  is  a  strong  expression.  &  means  a  contemptuous  disobedience  to 
those  Laws;  but  I  am  not  conscious  of  any  such  thing;  I  have  on  the  contrary  ever 
spoken  of  this  state  with  the  highest  respect.  But  suffer  me  to  ask.  gentlemen, 
whether  a  particular  state  may  not  pass  a  Law  which  an  offlcer  of  the  United  States 
might  justly  hesitate  to  obey?  Suppose  the  army  were  in  Jersey  &  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  state  had  made  a  law  fixing  the  price  of  hay  at  twelve  pounds  a  ton, 
(ft  being  sovereign  &  independent  It  could  pass  what  law  It  pleased)  while  New  York 
set  it  only  at  six,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  Suppose  then  that  the  ag«nt 
of  Jersey  should  demand  of  mo  certificates  for  forape  taken  then  by  the  army  at  that 
rate:  Would  you  think  me  Justifiable  In  complying  v/tth  It?  Would  you  not  rather 
think  I  went  far  enough  In  offering  a  certificate  of  facts,  untill  the  United  States  in 
Congress,  (whoso  servant  I  am)  should  determine  whether  the  price  of  forage 
demanded  by  Jersey  should  be  allowed?  But  the  Legislature  of  New  York  have  made 
a  Law  authorizing  a  demand  of  pay  for  forage,  for  which  It  was  generally  thought 
Id  the  army,  no  recompense  at  all  ought  to  be  given.  I  was  of  that  opinion.  The 
principal  officers  of  the  army  whom  I  heard  speak  of  It  held  the  same  opinion;  and 
I  have  told  you  already  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  In  Chief.  Under  these 
circumstances.  Gentlemen,  what  was  my  duty?  What  more  could  I  have  done  with 
propriety  than  I  have  offered  to  do?  Be  pleased  to  bear  In  mind  that  I  am  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  under  Oath  "  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  me  with  Justice 
ft  integrity  to  the  best  of  my  skill  d  understanding."  What  judgment  then  would  you 
have  formed  of  my  attention  to  the  duties  of  ray  ofilco,  of  my  "  Justice  &  integrity  " 
if  I  had  pursued  the  line  of  conduct  required  of  me  In  direct  opposition  to  my  "  under- 
standing "  of  what  was  just  d  upright  in  contempt  of  the  opinion  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  army;  and  especially  of  the  commander  in  Chief!  Yet  I  do  not  say  this 
opinion  was  not  an  erroneous  one:  I  never  said  it  was  not:  but  it  was  an  opinion,  sup- 
ported as  it  was  by  the  authorities  I  have  mentioned,  by  which  I  thought  my  conduct 
ought  to  be  governed. 

I  forbear  Gentlemen,  to  remark  on  those  reproachful  expressions  with  which  every 
Paragraph  of  your  letter  is  dishonourably  marked.  I  have  written  thi."  reply  not 
to  retort,  not  to  irritate,  but  to  inform.  I  have  aimed  at  giving  you  a  true  detail 
of  facts,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  If  there  be  any  circum^-tanie 
which  command  a  further  explanation  I  am  ready  to  give  It.  I  wish  only  to  have 
my  conduct  fairly  understood.  I  ask  for  justice  only  and  not  favour  from  any  man. 
Tho'  poor  yet  I  feel  myself  perfectly  Independent,  Having  neither  Ambition  nor 
Avarice  to  gratify,  I  am  not  even  under  a  temptation,  much  less  am  I  disposed, 
to  do  an  unjust,  or  an  improper  act.  knowingly,  for  the  sake  of  pleasing  any  man 
or  any  body  of  men.  What  appears  to  be  right,  whether  agreeable  or  disagreeable 
to  others,  I  mean  ever  to  pursue.  Yet  I  am  not  indifTerent  to  tho  opinion  of  my 
fellow  men:  I  wish  my  action  to  meet  with  their  approbation.  To  this  period  they 
have  generally  received  such  approbation.  Yet  I  never  used  any  species  of  bribes 
or  flattery  to  obtain  It.  I  never  even  asked  for  any  one  of  the  offices  I  have  held 
under  the  United  States.  Yet  I  have  been  appointed  to  three  very  Important  ofHces 
Id  Bucce««Ion.  One  of  them  under  the  immediate  observation  of  tho  delegates  of 
your  Staff  ft  of  all  the  members  of  rongress.  for  upwards  of  two  years:  but  after 
this  to  have  unanimously  elected  nie  to  an  office  of  such  magnitude  as  the  present. 
If  I  at  all  dcpervo  the  rhararier  you  have  so  freely  given  me,  must  have  shewn 
them  to  be  aa  destitute  of  Mindom  as  regardless  of  the  Interests  of  their  Country. 
I   am  Oeotlemen   Your  huk  h   Injured   fellow  citizen. 

T.    Pickering.    Q.  M.  0. 

P.  9.  I  bare  Rccd.  r  :r..  .' vr  from  Congress  on  the  question  submitted  to  their 
decision. 

No.  10.  ReeolTed  That  wo  will  wait  till  the  20th  Inst,  before  we  enter  any  suit 
against  Col.  Pickering  for  the  forage  taken  In  this  county,  provided  he  will  give 
boDd   to  that  be  will   be  accountable  to  our  agents   hereafter  to  be  appointed   for  all 
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losses  that  shall  legally  appear  we  may  sustain  by   such  delay;    and   we  agree  that 
every  possible  method  shall  be  taken  on  our  side  to  prevent  any  such  damages. 

North   Castle  Augt.   9.   1781. 

I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  Rive  such  bond. 

T.   Pickering  Q.  M.  G. 

N.  B.    At  the  close   of  ye   meeting  at   North   Castle   at   Colo.   Hay's   desire  I   gave 
the  certificate  relative  to  yo  Bond  proposed  in  the  above  resolution. 


No.  11  At  a  meeting  of  the  Refugees  at  Michael  Hayes  In  North  Castle  9th  Augt. 
1781. 

Will  you  give  such  certificates  for  the  forage  taken  for  the  use  of  the  army,  from 
the  sequestered  or  confiscated  Estates  in  West  Chester  County  and  the  Estates  of 
individuals  within  the  said  County  since  the  army  has  lately  been  therein  as  an 
agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  &  consonant  to  such  as  you  generally 
give. 

Ab'm.   Leggett  Chairman. 

To   Colo.    Pickering   Q.  M.  G.  

No.  12.  To  Abraham  Leggett  Esqr.  Chairman  of  the  Refugees  assembled  at  Michael 
Hayes  in  North  Castle  Augt.   9th,  1781. 

Gentlemen,  In  answer  to  the  Question  you  have  proposed  I  say.  That  I  am  content 
to  appoint  immediately  one  Person,  the  Refugees  to  appoint  another,  these  two  in 
case  of  disagreement  to  chuse  a  third,  to  ascertain  the  Quantity  &  value  of  the  forage 
taken  or  which  shall  be  taken  from  their  respective  Estates  in  West  Chester  County 
for  the  use  of  the  American  Army.  Agreeably  to  which  certificates  shall  be  given  by 
me  or  the  Commissary  of  forage.  The  same  Appraisers,  if  Agreeable  to  the  State 
Agent,  shall  determine  the  Quantity  &  value  of  the  forage  taken  or  which  shall  be 
taken  for  the  use  of  said  array  from  confiscated  or  sequestered  Estates,  or  if  not, 
others  may  be  chosen  by  him  &  me.    The  form  of  the  Certificate  may  be  like  this,  viz: 

I  Certify  that (hay,  grain,  or  pasturage,  which  ever  it  may  be)  of  the  value 

of has  been   taken   for  the   use  of   the  American   array,   from   the    Estate  of 

A.    B. (or     a    Confiscated     or     Sequestered     estate)    in    the    County   of   West 

Chester  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

As  the  only  point  in  question  has  by  mutual  agreement  between  Colonel  Hay  & 
me  (&  at  his  own  motion)  been  submitted  to  Congress,  I  cannot  with  propriety  or 
decency  undertake  to  determine  it,  untill  I  have  made  acquaintance  with  the  decision 
of  Congress  thereon.  Colo.  Ilay  at  the  same  time  said  he  should  not  think  himself 
bound  by  such  decision. 

Timothy    Pickering    Q    M.  G, 


To    Israel    Honeywell,    Francis    Chandonet   &    William    Brown    Esqrs.    Agents    for    the 

North   Castle  August  10.   1781. 

Gentlemen,  In  consequence  of  the  power  of  Attorney  reed,  from  a  number  of  Refu- 
gees In  West  Chester  County— you  will  please  Iramedlntely  apply  to  the  Quarter 
Master  General  and  endeavour  agreeable  to  his  proposal  of  yesterday  to  determine 
tho  value  of  the  fornKO  used  by  the  Horses,  Oxen  or  Fat  cattle  of  the  army  on  the  farms 
of  said  RcfuRecs,  fixing  tho  value  of  pasture  upon  this  principal  that  hay  l;-^  worth 
about  three  pounds  In  Specie  per  ton.  If  the  Q.  M.  General  consents  to  begin  upon 
this  business  Immediately  we  wish  you  not  to  enter  any  suit  against  him  till  the 
20th  Inst,  unless  he  or  the  state  agent  receive  an  answer  from  Congress  on  the 
subject  previous  to  that  time  and  he  sliould  after  the  receipt  of  such  answer  refuse 
giving   you    such    Certificates   as    were    demanded    of   him    yesterday. 

Wo  desire  you  to  acquaint  the  Quarter  Master  General  that  you  are  ready  to  have 
the  farms  valued  aKieeablo  to  tho  above  Instructions  whore  he  may  hereafter  chuse 
to  order  tho  horses  and  cattle  of  the  army  to  be  pastured,  as  it  will  be  better  to  have 
tho  pasture  valued  before  tho  horses  &  cattle  are  put  thereon  then  after  they  have  eat 
up   either  part  or  whole   thereof. 

As  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  customary  methods  hitherto  used  for  tho 
payment  of  Forage  taken  for  tho  use  of  tho  Armv  we  desire  you  to  regulate  your 
coaduct   in   every   respect   by   such   customs   agreeable   to   the   laws   of   the   State.    We 
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Aaslre  you  on  all  dlfflcult  mnttem  to  consult  with  the  ptnte  nsont  and  tako  his  advire 
prOTlJod  it  Is  not  contradictory  to  the  spirit  of  the  above   instruction^:. 

Abrnhnm    LegRot 
Jonathan  O.  Tompkios 
James   Hcquaw 

Isaiah    Maynard 

Francis  Chandonet  I    Esars 
William  Brown        * 

Camp    August   11th,   1781. 

Gentlemen,  If  Colonel  Pickering  should  think  proper  to  comply  with  his  promise 
made  on  the  9th  Inst,  respecting  the  appraisement  of  fornRe  already  used  by  the 
army  In  this  county,  you  will  take  care  to  have  a  clause  at  the  bottom  of  the  cer- 
tificate for  such  forage  of  any  sort  as  appears  taken  from  any  of  the  confiscated 
or  sequestered  Farms  that  it  Is  mutually  agreed  by  the  Quarter  Master  General  & 
the  state  agent  that  It  shall  be  left  to  Congress  &  this  state  to  determine  whether 
saJd  forage  Is  finally  to  be  credited  to  the  state  at  and  In  proportion  to  the  rates 
fixed  by  Congress  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  Quotas  of  each  state  or  at  the 
current  specie  price  at  the  time  &  place  whore  said  forage  is  taken  as  I  think  It 
would  be  better  for  the  quarter  master  general  &  me  to  enter  into  a  general  agree- 
ment for  this  purpo.se,  and  give  mutual  obligations  to  each  other  signifying  our 
joint  consent.    I  wish  you  to  mention  It  to  him. 

I   am   with  much  esteem  Gentlemen  Yours  etc. 

Udny  Hay,    State  Agent. 

From   Colonel   Hay   State  Agent  to   Colo.   Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  G'l. 

Camp,    11th   August,    1781. 

Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  took  amiss  the  first  paragraph  of  my  Instructions 
to  Messrs.  Chandenet  &  Brown,  It  arose  from  my  not  esteeming  you  in  any  respect 
bound  by  the  promise  alluded  to  therein,  as  at  the  meeting  it  was  rejected  on  the 
part  of  the  Refugees  and  you  of  consequence  had  a  right  to  retract, 

I    am    Informed    you    know    a    delay    has   been    proposed    as    long   as    the   20th    Instant 

before   any    prosecutions    should    be    entered,    unless    circumstances    shotild    turn    up    to 

make   a   speedier  prosecution    necessary;   as   the   afjents   for  the   Refugees   are   to   take 

my    advice   upon    all    dlfllcult   occasions,   &   as   another   meeting   of   Refugees   is   called 

on    the    22d    Inst     I    think   It   my   duty   to   acquaint   you    that   I    shall    advise   them    In 

the    strongest    manner   not    to   delay   longer   than    the    17th    Inst,    before   they   demand 

your    final    answer   and    think    It    necessary    to   give  you    the   earliest   notice   thereof   In 

my  power,   that  you  may  have  the  best  opportunity  of  taking  such  steps  as  will  most 

efTertually  enable  you   to  determine  with   propriety. 

I  am  sir.   Your  most  obdt.   h:   serv. 

Udny   Hay     S.   Agent. 

From  Colonel  Udny  Hay  State  Agent  to  Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  O. 

Camp.   14   August,   1781. 

Sir,  As  the  longer  the  dispute  betwixt  you  and  me  respecting  the  forage  taken 
In  this  quarter  for  the  use  of  the  army  remains  unsettled,  a  final  adjustment  will 
not  only  beromo  morn  difficult,  but  the  Quarrel  betwixt  you  and  the  individuals 
of  the  State,  especially  such  of  them  as  are  known  by  the  name  of  the  Refugees. 
must  unavoidably  Increase,  and  the  time  must  be  prolonged  before  a  demand  can 
with  propriety  be  made  on  the  French  army  for  the  Forage  they  have  taken  as  well 
as  for  many  other  rea-^'ons  too  long  to  detail  in  a  letter:  If  agreeable  to  you  I  should 
be  glad  to  meet  with  three  or  four  of  our  mutual  friends  belonging  to  the  army  at 
any  time  and  plare  you  may  think  convenient  and  cooly  and  dispassionately  weigh 
the  advantaces  and  disadvantages  that  may  result  from  your  agreeing  to  give  me 
a  promljisary  obligation  that  on  or  before  twelve  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  20th  Inst, 
you  will  grant  the  Uf»ual  certificates  to  me  for  the  forage  already  or  hereafter  to  be 
taken  from  the  seque»<tered  or  confiscated  lands  within  this  county,  and  to  Individuals 
for  what  i«  taken  from  their  lands,  provided  that  Congress  has  not  given  you  positive 
InstrurtionH  to  the  contrary  before  that  time. 

That  I  may  continue  the  same  oprnncfs  and  candour  I  have  endeavoured  hitherto 
to  fulde  my  whole  conduct  by  In  the  cotirse  of  this  altercated  business.  I  honestly 
ronfena  my  having  two  views  In  this  letter.  Ths  first  Is  to  bring  about  a  speedy 
and    amicabi*    MttlMmot   before   the    next    meeting    of    the    Refugees    without    which 
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I  will  venture  to  predict  there  will  soon  be  such  a  rupture  between  the  Inhabitants 

of  the  State  and  you  as  will  tend  further  to  clog  the  business  of  your  very  important 

department    already    too    much    embarrassed    by    unavoidable   causes;     The    second    is 

that    should   you    not   comply    with    this   requisition,    I    may    have   an    opportunity   of 

shewing  them,  the  various  proposals  I  have  made  and  you  have  rejected. 

I  am  sir.  Your  most  obdt.  h:  Servt. 

Udny  Hay,    State   Agent. 

From  Colonel  Pickering  Q.  M.  Q.  to  Colonel  Udny  Hay  State  Agent 

Camp,   August  15th,    1781, 

Sir,  I  have  already  fully  explained  myself  on  the  subject  of  your  Letter  of  yester- 
day; &  I  am  sorry  my  explanations  have  failed  in  any  degree  to  answer  my  wishes 
which  are  to  inform  &  convince  those  who  were  strangers  to  facts,  &  to  put  the 
matter  in  so  clear  a  light  that  the  arts  of  designing  men,  who  desire  to  foment 
differences,    might   be   ineffectual. 

Having  submitted  the  matter  to  Congress,  their  decision  I  am  bound  to  wait  for 
and  obey.  When  that  arrives  I  shall  immediately  act  in  consequence  thereof  and 
lest  there  should  be  an  unnecessary  delay,  I  have  wrote  a  second  time  by  express, 
representing  the  necessity  of,  and  intreating  their  immediate  decision.  In  the  mean 
time  I  shall  not  be  intimidated  by  any  threats:  for  I  have  from  the  beginning  offered 
to  do  in  this  affair  whatever  Was  consistant  with  my  duty;  and  disinterested  men 
of  discernment  and  candour,  asknowledge  it;  I  have  also  shewn  every  disposition 
to  cultivate  harmony  with  this  State  and  the  citizens  thereof  concerned  in  this  busi- 
ness; nor  would  anything  but  an  adherence  to  my  duty  Induce  me  to  hazard  an 
Interruption  of  it:  but  as  I  have  acted  intlrely  In  a  public  character,  without  any 
private  views  (none  such,  indeed,  can  possibly  exist)  I  am  willing  to  abide  the 
consequences  of  my  conduct. 

I  am  sir  Your  humble  serv't. 

T:   Pickering    Q.  M.  G. 

From  Colonel  Pickering  Q.  M.  G'L.  to  Colonel  Udny  Hay  State  Agent. 

Camp,   August  16th,   1781. 

Sir,  Mr.  William  Keese  the  bearer  Is  come  down  for  the  purpose  of  Joining  with 
such  person  as  shall  be  chosen  by  the  agents  of  the  owners  of  the  lands  where  the 
army  have  consumed  any  forage  in  this  county,  in  making  appraisements  of  the 
quantities  eaten  or  taken  from  those  lands  respectively,  &  the  value  thereof,  agree- 
ably to  the  proposals  I  made  at  the  meeting  of  the  refugees  on  the  9th  Inst. 

I  did  not  consider  myself  bound  by  those  proposals,  seeing  they  were  rejected  by 
the  refugees  and  you:  yet  as  my  Intentions  were  the  same  from  the  beginning,  viz, 
to  give  a  certificate  of  facts,  where  required;  so  I  could  have  no  objection,  on  general 
principles,  to  an  adherence  to  the  proposals  I  had  made.  The  111  treatment  I  have 
received  from  you.  &  thro'  you  from  the  refugees,  would  Indeed  warrant,  or  at  least 
excuse,  my  throwing  every  possible  embarrassment  In  your  way:  but  resentment 
will  have  no  Influence  on  my  conduct:  I  am  still  ready  to  take  any  proper  measure 
In  my  power  to  ascertain  the  quantity  &  value  of  the  forage  In  dispute;  that  the 
owners  of  the  lands.  If  pronounced  entitled  to  a  compensation,  may  have  the  proper 
evidence  of  their  respective  dues. 

If  your  meaning  In  the  first  paragraph  of  your  Instructions  of  the  lltb  Inst,  to 
your  two  assistants,  was  merely  what  you  oxplnin  In  your  letter  to  me  of  the  same 
date.  I  cannot  but  think  your  words  were  very  III  chofcn.  However,  seeing  Mr.  Keose 
Is  arrived.  &  I  would  make  no  delay  by  a  dispute  about  words.  I  will  content  myself 
with  your  explanation.  Mr.  Keese  therefore  may  proceed  to  the  appraisement  of  the 
forage  taken  from   the  sequestered  lands,  as  well  as  tho  lands  of  refugees. 

I  am  sir  Your  most  obdt.   serv. 

Tim:   Pickering  Q.  M.  O. 

From  Colonel  Udny  Hay   State  Agent  to  Colonel   Timothy  Pickering  Q.  M.  Genl. 

Camp.   16th  August.   1781. 
Sir,     As  your  resolution   to  abide  by   the  determination   of  Congress,   respecting  the 
forage  taken  In  this  quarter  for  the  use  of  the  army,  Is  bo  unalterably  flxt.  yours  of 
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ytsterdny  would  require  no  oiiKwor,  was  there  not  a  poRRlblllty  of  your  mlsappro- 
h«ndlnK  the  advlie  1  promlKe*!  In  mine  of  11th  to  Rive  the  agentH  for  the  RefugeeH,  as 
conntHied  with  InKtruitlons  I  might  give  them  as  assistant  State  agent;  I  think  It 
ncH  ossary  therefore  now  to  a»<junlnt  you  In  this  latter  capacity  they  have  my  orders 
to  fall  In  with  your  proposal  of  9th  ulto*  for  the  present  and  untlll  I  have  advice 
from  proper  authority  to  adopt  another  method,  even  tho  you  hftve  not  appointed 
the  person  on  your  part  Immediately  as  promised  In  the  proposal,  for  alwayn  willing 
to  put  the  best  possible  cont^tructlon  on  any  breach  of  promise  I  suppobe  the  delay 
has  arose  from  unforsecn  &  unavoidable  causes. 

How  your  assertion  of  having  showed  every  disposition  to  cultivate  Harmony  with 
this  state  &  the  citizens  thereof,  while  you  are  ordering  their  proi>erty  to  be  taken 
away  without  the  least  compensation,  contrary  to  Law,  contrary  to  the  established 
custom  In  similar  ca>es,  and  without  any  offlclal  authority  to  warrant  such  pro- 
ceedure.  Is  a  Paradox  that  certainly  requires  uncommon  talents  and  abilities  to 
explain. 

Though  I  acknowledge  myself  having  had  a  very  principal  hand  In  opposing  your 
measures  In  the  whole  of  this  business,  I  will  not  suppose  that  "  the  arts  of  design- 
ing men,  etc.,"  Is  Intended  against  me  as  I  defy  malevolence  Itself  to  prove  that 
I  have  cither  used  sinister  art.  Equivocation,  falsehood  or  deceit  in  favour  of  this 
cau.<;e  which  both  Duty  and  Inclination  Incited  me  so  warmly  to  espouse,  my  con- 
duct  I   know   though  warm   has  been   open   and   unequivocal. 

Time  will  shew  whether  every  one  concerned  can  prove  theirs  to  have  been  actu- 
ated by  Principles  equally  honest  &  honourable. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  very  hum:  servt. 

Udny  Hay,   State  Agent 


[No.  aooo.] 

Major  Moses  llvtflrhl  Visits  Posts  on  the  Ulster  Frontier,  Forwards 
a  Favorable  Report  With  a  Return  of  the  Stations. 

Goshen,  17th  August  1781. 
Agreeable  to  General  Orders  I  visited  the  Different  posts  on 
the  western  frontiers  of  Orange  &  Part  of  Ulster  Counties,  (the 
15th  Instant)  Commanded  by  Major  DeWett;  find  them  in  Good 
order;  the  Inhabitence  well  Satisfied  with  the  Conduct  of  the 
officers  &  behavour  of  their  men — as  the  distance  from  the  Block 
house  to  fort  Westfall  on  the  frontiers  of  Orange  was  five  miles, 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  have  one  Station  between  them.  Con- 
sulted ^fajor  De  Wett  on  the  subject  wlio  Joined  me  in  opinion. 
I  have  ordered  the  post  jit  i':\]>\  \N'«'s(  P.rooks  niid  to  bo  guarded 
by  the  Ix?vie8  I^st  Raised  from  this  Hegt.  Hope  it  will  meet 
with  vour  P:xcellencie's  Aprobation.  Inclosed  is  a  li<'turn  of 
the  Different  Stations,  their  distance  from  each  other  the  Num- 
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ber  of  officers  &  privates  at  Each.     I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
vour  Exc-elliencies  obedient  serv't. 

A  Return  of  the  Detachment  of  Col.  Albert  Pawling's  Regt. 
of  Levies  at  the  Stations  on  the  western  frontiers  of  Orange  & 
Ulster  Counties,  Commanded  bj  Major  Thomas  DeWett. 

15  August  1781. 


NAMES  OF  THE  STATIONS. 


I8t 

Peter  Klrkendals  from  the  Jersey  line 

and 

Fort  Westfall 

8d 

Fort  Gremans 

4tb 

Fort  Depews 

5 

Fort  DeWltt 

« 

Fort  Br shersKlIl 


Distance. 

Captains. 

Sub- 
alterns. 

Ser- 

Jaiits. 

Corpo- 
rals. 

Mile 

1 

a 

a 

a 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

5 

Privates 

28 
18 

9 

7 
15 

n 


Moses  Hetfield,  Major. 


[No.  3910.] 

Colonels  Canthie  and  Pawling  Report  the  Waica7'sing  Affair  to  tlie 

Oovernor. 

Marbletown,  August  17th,  1781. 

Dr  Sir,     The  Enemy  (by  Account  from  a  Deserter  from  them) 

wear  four  hundred  in  Number  and  under  the  Command  of  a 

certJiin  Capt.  Caldwell,  made  a  Descent  last  Sunday  Morning 

on  the  Frontiers  of  Warwarsink,  killed  &  scalped  one  Man.  burnt 

about  thirty  buildings  of  Houses  &  Barns,  &  moved  back  about 

ten  o'clock  the  same  ^lorning,  taking  wiih  them  a  number  of 

Horses  su])posed  to  be  about  iifty  some  horn  Cattle  Sheep  ^:c. 

We  imnuMliately  end(\avored  to  collect  proper  Force  to  pursue 

them   by   dispatching   rept^itiul    Expresses   to    Ww    neighboring 

commanding   officers   of   the    frontier    ^lilitia    Kegt.   requesting 

their  Aid,  tlio'  in  vain.     \N'i^  niovt^d  on  Monday  morning  wiili  the 

Levies  »fc  the  Militia  from  Marbletown  &  Rochester  and  a  few 
15 
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others  about  two  hundred  in  Xuuihcr,  in  pursuit  of  them,  h'avinj; 
onh'Ts  foi-  sucli  of  i\\v  Militia  as  sliould  airiNc  to  follow  on, 
which  tlios<»  from  tho  Now  PaKs  did  iK:  hy  a  forced  March  of 
about  t  hilly  Iinc  iiiilcs  onch-ax  oicd  to  over  take  &  flj;ht  them, 
but  findinp;  ourstdves  not  able  to  succeed  they  bein^  ai>i»ri/,e(l  of 
the  Pursuit  by  tlteir  spies  wlio  wo  started  several  times  vK: 
hastening;  their  Fli^^hl  with  loo  ^reat  rrecipitalion,  we  returned. 
We  had  two  >ren  taken,  Buyker  ^^'  one  TTyne.  As  the  Deserter 
informs  us  on  their  Keturn  about  twenty  Mih's  from  Sliadawkan 
where  they  were  sent  to  as  si)ies.  This  unfortunate  Circum- 
stance favoured  the  Enemy's  cominjij  upon  us  without  being 
aware  of  them.  Before  we  close  we  beg  leave  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  we  should  have  informed  you  of  the  Enemy's 
Attenii)t  on  the  I'roiit iers,  ere  we  moved  out,  but  being  earnestly 
&  very  busily  employed  in  collecting  both  Men  &  Provision  to 
be  revenged  on  the  Villians  we  passed  it  by  till  our  Return  which 
was  last  Evening. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  lii.j;:h  esteem  Your  Excellency's 

most  obed.  humble  Serv't. 

Jolin  Cantine, 

A.  PawliiiiT. 

P.  S.     The  Enemy  passed  by  the  Fort  at  Laghwick  in  the  dead 

of  Night   which   fioiii   the  situation  of  the  ground   might  easily 

be  alTected. 

His  Excellency  (loveiimr  (linton. 


[No.  :!011.] 

Cortulius   Post   .]f(ihs  Aflhhirit  of   thr   Tnatmnit   of   I*risoncrs   in 

Canuda. 

Ulster  County)  SS:  CornelluH  Pont,  of  full  nue  being  duly  Bworn  on  tho  Holy  evan- 
Kellnt.  of  almlRhty  Ood  DepoHcd  and  Snlth  that  bo  tbo  Deponant.  wa.H  wilb  a  party 
under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Vroman,  from  fort  StaDlckH,  to  the  Onida  Lake  to  destroy 
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the  Batoes  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  were  taken  prisioner  On  his  way  at  Conosarago 
on  the  Twenty-third  Day  of  October  1780,  and  was  carried  from  thence  to  Oswego  & 
from  thence  to  Montreal  where  he  arrived  on  or  about  the  seventh  of  November  last, 
and  Sometime  after  he  arrived  at  Montreal  found  some  of  his  neighbors  in  Close  Con- 
finement Viz:  Capt.  Jeremiah  Snyder,  Elias  Snyder,  Peter  Short,  Peter  Miller;  and 
some  time  during  the  winter  the  prisoners  received  Good  Usage  in  provisions,  and  the 
Deponant  farther  Saith  that  sometime  in  May  David  Abell  and  his  son,  Anthony  Abell, 
was  brought  in  as  prisioner  and  also  being  Close  Confined,  and  then  the  Allowance  for 
the  prisioners  Chiefly  being  horse  meat,  being  Condem'd  as  the  Deponant  was  Informed 
and  the  allowance  for  the  prisioners  being  one  pound  of  beef  and  about  one  pound  of 
bread  pr.  Day  each,  and  the  Deponant  farther  Saith  that  he  Brooke  Goal  at  Montreal, 
and  Made  his  escape  on  the  Twenty  Third  day  of  June  last,  and  left  the  prisioners  in 

the  Condition  as  above  Mentioned,  and  further  Saith  not. 

Cornelius  Poust. 
At  Kingston  Sworn  before  me) 
this  Sixteenth  Day  of  August  1781.)    Jobs.   Snyder,  Justice. 


[No.  3912.] 
Levies  in  Sicartwoufs  Brigade. 
Return  of  Levies  Received  at  Fishkill,  from  Different  Regts. 
In  General  Swartout's  Brigade  Augl.  18th,  1781. 


Colo.  Do.  Do.                    Do.                    Do.                        Do.                     Do. 

Brickerhoff's  Frears  Feilds  Ludinton's  Graham's  V.  D.  Burgh's  Hopkla's 

35  31  33                        21                        34                             18                          53 

Total  225 


Christopher  Codwise,  Capt.  &  M.  Mastr. 


[No.  3913.] 

Major  DcViran  Appeals  to  (ioi-<^nior  Clinton  in  Behalf  of  WiJU<ini 

y./zcY/.s',  a  ]'ieti)ii  of  the  Sugar  TToiise  and  the  Old  Provost. 

FIshkill,  August  ISth,  1781. 
Dear  Governor:  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  from  poor  unhappy  Lucas,  you  will 
plea.«e  to  see  the  Contents.  Could  wish  if  your  E.xcellency  see  proper  to  Exchange  Mr. 
Lucas.  Should  have  waited  on  you  on  tho  subject  had  I  not  have  heard  your  Excellency 
was  from  home,  as  I  think  I  cannot  do  to  much  for  one  In  his  situation  as  knowing  him 
to  be  a  good  &  Vigiicnt  Soldier  when  under  Comnmnd  &  faithful.  Lucas  Deserted  tho 
Urit  sh  about  tw(Mity  voars  Since  at  Cannada,  and  was  taken  by  Delancey's  core  at 
North  Castle  on  Uodford  N:  purchos  some  time  in  June  Last.  Lucas  was  their  with 
proposals  of  ExchaiiKO  from  Mr.  Doge,  Commissary  of  Pr.  for  his  Son  who  was  made 
a  prisoner  by  tho  same  Core  some  time  before.  Lucas  [has]  a  poor  Distressed  wife  &  a 
Number  of  small  children  In  a  plttiful  situation.  I  have  waited  on  Col.  Thomas  on  the 
subject,  not  having  tho  enclosed  by  mo  but  told  him  tho  contents;  the  Col.  Desired 
mo  to  mnko  niiMition  his  Dosiro  that  Lucas  might  bo  Extrcacated  from  tho  Hands  of  our 
cruel  Enemy.  1  have  also  waited  on  a  number  of  Gentlomon  of  our  County  who 
unanimously  aro  of  opinion  that  if  your  Excellency  [thinks]  it  proper  to  let  the  within 
Vermilla  bo  proposed  for  W.  Lucas,  but  I  would  lelve  the  matter  to  your  Excellency's 
Rotter     Judgment     Respecting     tho     above     mentioned     affair.       I    am,    Dr.    Sir,    Your 

Excelency's   Hum.   Servt. 

Nath.  Dellvan. 


22S  rriiMc  rAiM'us  or  (iI0()H(;k  Clintov. 

Mn    Lucas  to  Major  Delavan. 

sir:  I  have  Intoly  l>con  brnuRht  from  the  Sucar  Houso  to  this  plnre.  and  nm  held 
as  a  brltlsh  subject,  nml  throntmod  with  Immediate  death,  thprcfnro.  I  do.  In  the  most 
presslHR  and  urpInK  ninniicr.  requrst  you  to  use  your  Innuonco  any  every  possible  menna. 
to  extricate  me  from  the  hands  of  my  Cruel  and  mortal  Enemy,  by  obtalnlnjc  John 
Vnmllln  who  Is  under  the  sentence  of  Death  at  PouRhkoepsIo  or  some  other  person 
under  the  same  predicament,  that  they  will  accept  for  me;  If  I  have  any  friends  In  the 
country  I  Ardently  desire  there  friendship,  as  I  never  can  stand  In  Krater  need  than 
at  the  present  time;  my  fellow  Countrymen,  friends,  and  acquaintances  do  but  seriously 
consider  my  wofull  situation.  I  now  stand  on  nothInK  but  the  brink  of  a  frightful 
precipice,  expectlnf?  dayly  to  be  pluiiped  headlong  Into  the  abyss  of  eternity.  You  are 
not  Insensible  of  my  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  Cause  of  America,  therefore,  I  hav* 
no  occasion  to  expatiate  on  that  subject.  God  speed  you;  delays  on  this  occasion  are 
Dangerous. 

I  am  Sir.  Your  most  obedient  and  Humble  servt. 

_  Wm.  Lucas. 

Provost.  Augt.  4th.  178L 

Major  Dcllvan. 


[No.  3914.] 

General  John  Stark  Requests  the  Intermediation  of  the  Governor  in 
Behalf  of  Captain  Brownson — The  Governor's  Repttj. 

Albany,  IStli  Aiic^nst  ITSl. 
Dear  Sir.  An  rxclianj^^o  is  proposed  from  Canada  of  Capt.  Brnn- 
son  of  (Colonel  Warner's  Re<xinient  now  a  Prisoner  there,  for  one 
Smitli  a  Son  of  Dr.  Smith,  a  State  Prisoner  now  in  this  City  FTall. 
I  cannot  l)Ut  think  that  the  exclianj^e  will  be  very  beneficial  to 
the  Comtiinnity.  as  l>riinson  is  a  man  who  has  ^Iven  undeniable 
proofs  of  his  soldicrshij)  and  firm  attachment  to  the fanse  of 
his  country — as  a  specimen,  lie  has  ])een  in  its  service  ever  since 
the  commencement  of  the  \\';ir,  and  discharjred  his  duty  with 
universal  apprubalion;  such  men  are  an  ornament  to  the 
Country,  and  from  such  we  may  liope  to  have  it  one  day 'ex- 
tricated from  its  cruel  Enemies — while  on  the  other  hand.  Smith 
is  l)Ut  a  voutli  who  cannot  havr  it  in  bis  i)ower  to  do  anv 
esaential  Service  to  the  Kinj;,  and  tin-  injury  he  <'an  do  the 
Country  we  may  look  iijnm  with  contempt.  ThrT<'for«',  if  there 
i«  Tiotliinj:  in  Smith's  eirciimstanccs  more  than  I  liavr  ln\ard, 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  v*>ur  Kxcellencv's  readiness  to  con- 
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sent  to  an  exchange  that  has  every  appearance  to  be  infinitely 
in  our  favour. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obt.  &  Humble 
Servant. 
His  Excellency,  Gov.  Clinton. 


Draft  of  Governor  Clinton's  RErLY  to  General  Stark. 

Pokeepsie,  23rd  August  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  I  am  not  authorized  to  Exchange  an  Inhabitant  of 
this  State  for  any  other  than  one  of  its  subjects.  If  Capt.  Brun- 
son  comes  within  that  description  I  shall  cheerfully  consent  to 
give  young  Smith  for  him,  provided  he  is  not  Committed  by  the 
Civil  Authority  for  an  offense  which  w  ould  render  his  release  & 
exchange  improper.  Whether  this  is  the  case  the  Commission- 
ers of  Conspiracies  will  be  able  to  inform  you.  Doctor  Smith, 
the  Father,  at  the  Time  of  his  Elopement  was  under  Bonds  to 
effect  his  own  Exchange  for  Capt.  Wood  of  this  State,  now  a 
Prisoner  with  the  Enemy  in  Canada,  which  he  has  not  yet  done  & 
perhaps  he  may  falsely  imagine  that  his  Sureties  are  released 
from  their  Obligations  by  his  having  been  in  Confinement  subse- 
quent to  the  Execution  of  them,  tho  for  a  crime  that  had  no  re- 
lation to  him  as  a  Prisoner  &  for  whirh  lie  was  amenable  as  a 
Subject.  It  would  be  proper — therefore,  to  have  this  matter 
settled  before  young  Smith's  I'-xchangc  is  consented  to,  as  by  his 
detention  \vi*  have  addilional  Security  for  (lie  Doctor's  Comply- 
ance  with  the  Conditions  of  liis  Bonds.  Great  care  ought  to  be 
taken  in  conducting  this  business  not  to  establish  the  principle 
of  exchanging  CitiziMis  for  persons  taken  in  Arms,  as  from  our 
situation   the   EniMuv   would  diM'ive  obvious  aihanta^es  bv  the 
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Mfasiiri'.  ill  nciiuiriii;:  a  soldier  for  rvcrv  Inlial»i(;iii(   llicv  liavo 
takt'ii  from  our  Frontiers. 

I  sliall  always  hv  lia|tpy  to  licar  from  you  ^:  l)(»«j;  you  to  be  as- 
survd  it  will  alVord  \\\r  ricasuro  (o  facililatc  youi-  Couiiuauds  iV' 
rt^nder  it  ctTcclual  l>v  cvt'i'v  Means  in  mv  Power. 


[No.  31)1.').] 

Colonel  Willttt  Reports  to  the  Governor  the  Presence  of  a  Party  of 
the  Enemy  ^Vhom  lie  Yaiuhj  Pursued. 

Fort  Kc'nselacr,  lOtli  Augt.  1781. 

Sir,  Your  Excolloncies  letter  of  the  14th  Instant  was  handed 
to  me  yesterday  evening  at  the  German  Flats,  where  I  have  been 
upon  the  business  of  removing  part  of  the  ordnance  and  etores 
from  that  place  agreeable  to  Instructions  for  that  purpose  from 
General  Clinton.  T  feel  for  the  Inhabitants  of  W'awarsink  who 
have  lost  their  houses  and  Cattle.  We  will  endeavor  to  be  in  a 
situation  to  meet  those  fellows  should  they  bend  their  course 
this  way. 

Everyday  since  I  left  Albany  I  have  been  upon  the  move — The 
morning  after  my  arrival  here  from  that  place  a  party  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Indians  »S:c  made  their  a]>iM^arance  six  niiles 
above  this  jjlace  on  the  North  side  of  the  river.  They  burnt  two 
empty  houses  and  l»arns  and  three  or  four  stacks  of  wheat, 
and  made  an  attack  upon  the  house  of  Mathew  Timmcrman,  but 
were  forced  to  <|uit  it,  without  afTectiiig  anything.  r|>on  the 
appearance  of  a  small  Detachment  of  hvies  .nid  the  assembling 
of  the  neighboring  Inha!)ilants  they  tied  shooting  a  few  horses 
and  cattle  as  they  went  otT.  I  was  two  nights  and  ]>art  of  three 
days  in  pursuit  of  them.  Hut  their  llight  was  too  brisk  for  me, 
and  I  lost  considerable  ground  on  taking  a  rout  by  the  advise  of 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  231 

my  Guides  to  endeavour  to  gain  their  front.  So  that  I  was 
obliged  to  quit  the  pursuit,  having  no  prospect  of  overtaking 
them.  The  men  worn  down  with  fatigue  and  quit  out  of  provi- 
sions. By  a  fellow  who  through  lameness  had  delivered  himself 
a  prisoner  to  one  of  the  Inhabitants,  I  learnt  the  strength  of  the 
party,  and  that  they  came  from  Buck  Island,  which  place  they 
left  the  first  of  this  month. 

I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  by  your  Excellency  who  is  to 
Muster  the  levies,  and  be  directed  into  the  particular  modes 
necessary  to  be  talvcn  in  order  to  receive  their  pay. 

The  returns  called  for  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  Instant  shall 
be  prepared  and  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible.  I  find  much 
attention  and  labour  necessary  in  order  to  procure  a  supply  of 
provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  serv't 

Marinus  Willett. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  learnt  that  a  sergeant  belonging  to  the 
levies  who  had  been  two  weeks  in  Albany,  and  was  ordered  to 
march  this  way,  was  stopped  by  the  sherilT  just  as  he  was  com- 
ing out  of  town  and  confined  in  gnol  for  Debt.  Such  Villanous 
practices  as  these  ought  to  be  stopped  if  possible.  Tiner  and 
such  rascals  will  delijihl  in  inlrijjuinji:  in  this  wav. 


[No.  .SDK).] 

James   J^uanc  FiirnisJics   the  Gorcnior   with    \cirs  of   ITydcr  AJTs 
Ofuiations  .{(jdiDst   the   I\ii(/}ish    in    hulin. 

PhiiadelpluM.  -JOili  Aii.u:t.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,     T  linve  Ixmii  imncdial   in  corn^sponding  with  your 

Excellency  since  I  resunud  my  seat   in  Congress,  bm  have  not 
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leanu'd  windier  one  of  my  letters  li:is  been  reccivt'd.  The  Vor- 
nioiit  business  jjoos  on  !»risUly:  If  their  ji^^'iits  had  been  aiithor- 
iz<Ml  to  rcnonncc  their  late  llncroaelnnents  overythinj^'  was  pre- 
pared for  establishing;  their  indi'pendent  state  within  the  Limits 
of  theii'  lirst  elaini.  Hut  tlios(»  people  have  connertod  themselves 
so  closely  with  the  sett  his  of  ihe  <:rants  on  the  East  side  of  Con- 
necticut River  that  they  tind  it  dillicult  to  shake  them  off.  Un- 
der these  circumstances  we  shall  endeavor  to  p;et  everything 
etTected  for  lh«>  future  security  of  our  State  aj^ainst  encroach- 
ments, which  shall  be  in  our  powtn*.  I  am,  however,  perfectly 
satistied  that  much  will  depend  on  a  liberal  system  for  appro- 
priating and  settling  our  western  country.  Happy  would  I  have 
been  had  my  former  i)lan  which  met  with  your  Excellency's 
apjirobation,  been  adopted.  I  trust  the  wisdom  of  it  will  be 
mor(»  and  more  conspicuous.  Some  of  its  advantages  are 
alreadv  lost,  forever. 

We  have  private  letters  giving  accounts  of  the  rapid  progress 
of  the  Arms  of  Ileyder  AH  Kan  [Ilyder  AH  Khan]  against  the 
British  in  the  East  Indies.  He  has,  it  is  aOirmed,  taken  by 
storm  after  three  unsuccessful  attempts  a  garrisoned  place 
called  Anati  in  the  vicinity  of  Pondicherry  and  put  every  man 
to  the  sword  amounting  to  1  ,">()()  Europeans,  no  of  them  ollicers 
and  between  3  «!c  4000  Moors.  Polliloor  &  Porto  Novo  iS:  l*ondi- 
cherry  have  also  been  taken,  and  it  is  added  that  GOOOO  Moors 
were  marcjiing  to  altaik  Bengal,  whi(  h  had  thrown  the  English 
there  into  the  greatest  confusion  tS:  Consternation,  It  is  further 
added  that  Heyder  Ali  Kan  was  besieging  \  clour  the  strongest 
settbment  of  the  British  in  the  interior  parts  of  Indostan.  We 
have  this  intelligence  by  the  way  of  Martinecpie  where  it  had 
arrived  from  Marseilles,  but  last  from  Malega.     This  being  the 
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authority  I  do  not  give  the  informataion  as  certain  tho  it  is 
highly  probable. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  handbill  circulated  about  the  town, 
on  a  subject  very  unfit  for  publication. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  young  Mr.  Roosevelt.  Tomor- 
row we  shall  have  the  honor  of  writing  your  Excellency  an  offi- 
cial Letter.  This  is  a  friendly  scrawl  and  you  will  pardon  its 
defects. 

With  most  respectful  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton,  I  am  ever 
Dear  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  afectionate  &  most  obedient  servant 

Jas.  Duane. 

P.  S.  The  Financier  returned  from  Camp  this  morning  &  I 
have  by  him  the  pleasure  of  hearing  of  your  health. 


[No.  3917.] 

Lieutenant  Caleb  Brewster  Calls  Governor  Clinton^s  Attention  to 
Several  Atrocities  Committed,  on  Long  Island  by  Boat  Parties. 

Fairfield,  Augt.  20th,  1781. 

Sir,    I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of 

the  Conduct  of  the  plundering  boats  lately;  two  boates  crossed 

on  the  fourteenth  instant  landed  at  Millers  place,  went  up  about 

twelve  at  night  to   the  houses  of  Capt.   Ebenezer  Miller  and 

Andrew  Miller,  demanded  entrance  which  was  granted,  as  soon 

as  the  door  was   opened   they   demanded   his   arms   which   he 

gave  up;  his  son  hearing  a  noise  below  stairs  got  up  out  of  bed 

shoved  u])  the  chamber  windo.     One  of  the  ]>arl,v  without  ever 

speaking  to  hiui,  shot  hiui  dead  in  the  windo;  tho  oilier  boate's 

crew  at  the  sauie  tiuu'  w(mi1   lo  Mr.  Andrew  Miller\«?  demanded 

iMitrance  in  the  liki^  manner;  as  soou  as  Mi-.  Miller  got  the  door 

oppen,  one  of  the  pni-iy  stiMu-k  hiui  witli  the  breecli  of  his  gun, 
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broke  the  bone  owv  liis  ev(\  tore  liis  eye  all  to  j»ieses,  broke  his 
cheek  bone  and  k'ft  him  for  deatl,  as  they  thought;  these  out- 
rni:(^s  was  ronnnit(>(l  \\\{\\  out  any  njiposition  at  Kithrr  hons(\ 
They  have  boon  ovvv  at  several  other  times  at  the  Westward, 
at  Oyster  Hay.  W'mt  (o  (he  houses  of  Mr.  Simon  Flint's  and 
(lilbert  Flint's,  plundered  (hcMr  hous(»s  of  their  furniture,  liung 
Mr.  Oilberi  Flint  till  lir  was  so  mai'  dead,  that  Ihry  had  to 
aj)])ly  the  docktcr  to  fetch  him  to  and  abused  their  familic^s  to  a 
shameful  rate.  Auitther  time  they  went  to  great  Neck  jtlun 
dered  Major  Richard  Thorn  and  hung  him  up  to  make  him  tell 
wliere  his  money  was  till  they  thought  him  dead,  then  cut  him 
down  and  after  awhile  finding  life  yet  in  him,  one  of  the  party 
took  his  knif(»  and  cut  him  under  his  jaw  from  one  ear  to  the 
other,  as  he  ment  to  cut  his  throate,  then  went  to  Esqr.  Coulne 
and  hung  him  up  in  the  same  manner  to  get  his  hard  cash  and 
plundered  his  hou<?e.  Theres  not  a  night  but  they  are  over;  if 
boates  can  cross  peo])ple  cant  ride  the  roades  but  what  they 
are  robbed.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  numirate  the  instances 
the  time  and  places  in  which  th<\v  have  robbed.  I  came  of  on 
the  IGth  instant  from  the  Island. 
Gov.  Clinton. 

[No.  3918.] 

Governor  Clinton  ^^ug(/rsts  to  (lovcnwr  TrurnhuU  the  Necessity  for 
the  Revocation  of  Certain  Crymmissions. 

Poukeep8i<',  iMMli  August   17S1. 

Sir,     I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Kxccdlency^s 

Letter  of  the  20th  July,  in  answer  1o  mine  on  the  subject  of  the 

Oommissions    granted    by    your    Excellency    foi-    seizing    Hritish 

Ooo<l»  &c  on  Ix)ng  Island.     As  in  my  former,  so  in  this,  1  must 

observe,  that  from  tlie  charmter  of  your  lixcelhncy  I  presumed 
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that  these  Commissions  were  originally  granted  with  Intentions 
to  promote  the  Common  Cause;  but  from  the  great  and  number- 
less abtises  committed  under  them.  I  coiK-f^ived  they  would  pro- 
duce greater  Evils  then  they  were  intended  to  prevent,  and 
that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  be  revoked  on  the  score  of  inex- 
pedienc}'.  From  the  Concurrent  Resolution  of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly  which  accompanied  my  Letter,  your  Excelh^ncy  will 
discover  that  the  Ijegislature  have  reasoned  on  the  Legality  of 
the  Commissions,  and  supposed  that  if  they  were  not  warranted 
by  Instructions  from  Congress  they  wei'e  void,  and  that  Con- 
gress would  direct  Restorations  to  be  made  to  the  sufferers. 
The  Resolutions  are  perhaps  not  sufficiently  pointed  and  explirit 
and  I  shall,  therefore,  take  the  Liberty  of  Communicating  moi*e 
fully  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  Sentiments  of  both  Houses 
on  the  subject. 

By  the  Confederation,  no  State  shall  grant  a  commission 
except  only  under  such  regulations  as  Co)igrcss  shall  establish, 
so  that  a  previous  RegTilation  hij  Congress  is  essential  to  a  com- 
mission; and  the  States  separately  have  only  a  Power  to  deier- 
mipe  the  Persons  to  whom  they  will  grant  Commissions:  h\\\  a 
Commission  granted  before  any  Regulations  established  ov  i<vn- 
trary  to  Regulations  if  established,  is  void.  This  reasoning  ihe 
Legislature  conceived  to  be  concinsiNc,  and  1  hclicM'  ii  was  their 
wish  it  should  hv  a|>|>lie(l  lo  iIk^  ('ase  of  the  ( 'oininissions 
granted  by  your  I''xcellency  :  and  mIiIio  in  suits  against  jiersons 
acting  under  lluMii,  tlieir  \ali<lily  might  judicially  come  in  (^ut^- 
tion,  and  should  they  be  adjudged  void  ;is  not  ^^a^^anted  by  ;in 
Instruction  Ironi  Congress,  the  Tariy  acting  under  iheni  would 
Im^  liabh^  to  make,  ix'paration,  and  l)e  sul)j<Mt  t«>  a  farilnM-  Prose- 
cution in  behalf  of  the  rublie;  yet   we  llattertnl  ours<dves  that   if 
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\\\r  |>riH(i|il<'S  ;ilM»\r  ;hI\  ;iii(  fd  ;H('  IriM'.  ;ili(l  if  nil  I  lir  ;i|»|»lica- 
liuii  of  ihi^iii  to  I  he  |iii'.M'iil  case.  llu'«i'  ( "uniiiiissious  .should  be 
diTiiuMl  voi<l.  ^'<)l^•  l]\rrIl<Mi(\  in  ordor  to  |)!T\('nt  flic  innnhor- 
It'ss  suils  and  c  onl  rovcrsiivi  lo  which  tlir  < 'oiiimissions  in  their 
I'lv^'iit  l'\n*ni  wouhl  j^ivi'  birtli.  wouM  lia\<'  iccalh'd  (hciii.  And 
fi-oni  a  most  earnest  tlrsii-c  to  jncserve  tliat  ^iKxl  und(Mstanding 
and  Hannon\  which  hitiirrlo  has  sul)sisted  luMweiMi  noui-  State 
;:nd  ns.  I  must  inlreat  vour  llxceih'ncv  and  the  Honourable 
rouncil  to  recunsidci-  tiiis  matter  and  lake  ii  u|>  on  what  we 
eoncei\<'  t(>  Ih'  its  tiaie  (Iround.  What  adds  to  my  solicitude 
on  this  C)ee;usion  is  Accounts  I  ha\(*  lately  re^-eived  and  which 
merits  llie  fullest  ('re<lit,  that  I'^norniities  still  continue  to  be 
ju-iu'tised  by  Persons  aetin;^  under  those  Commissions  and 
Particularly  that  two  l*ei-sons  of  the  Name  of  Milh-r  at  Millers 
IMcTCt*  (Ml  Lou;:  Island  were  lal(dy  r(d>lMMl  and  plundered  by  a 
Uoat's  Crew  and  a  son  of  (Uie  of  them  most  crually  murdere^i. 

I    have   tlie   honoi-   to   be  wiih    the   hijzhest    K4^{)eet  &   Esteem, 
Voui"  J'^xctilleiicy's  most  OIkmIi.  Servl. 
If  is  I"!xc(dlencv  (lovr.  Trumbull. 


[No.  31)11).] 
Captain  John  (irimll  to  tin   (inrntutr  in  lUtjiud  to  ilir  I'lmidcrinf/  of 

Jauuj  Ishnut  1  nliiihitdut^. 

hanbury,  -tMh  Au^^  17^1. 
Sir,  lueb>s4'd  is  a  letter  r<M  d.  from  Mr.  Pcnsoii  for  you  which 
expected  to  have  had  tlie  ple;i.sun'  of  <ieliverinjjj  to  your  lOxcel- 
lency  at  Camp,  but  w;us  two  hours  too  hita,  l)oin^  detaino<l  on 
the  road  by  rain;  the  inclcxs^-d  aicounts  of  sundry  [ktsous  I  had 
from  Col.  Waiisworth  fur  you;  which  suppose  he  ha^i  explained, 
•iiH    T    am    informecl    that   you    saw    him   at    Head    Quarters.     Am 
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waiting  at  this  place  for  Governor  Trumbull  &  Council  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  Permitts  your  Excellency  granted  to  sundry 
persons  to  remove  from  Long  Island,  shall  be  usefull  to  them; 
was  in  hopes  a  road  would  have  been  opened  shortly,  whereby 
the  necessity  of  asking  a  passport  through  this  State  would  be 
avoided,  but  the  situation  of  those  men  on  the  Island  demand 
their  speedy  removal.  From  them  is  to  be  expected  a  large  addi- 
tion to  the  Gloathing  already  lodged  at  Poughkeepsie. 

Col.  Floyd  has  advised  to  Changing  the  place  of  landing  the 
goods  and  fixed  on  Fairfield,  as  we  have  met  with  some  difficulty 
at  Middletown,  and  threats  of  seizure  the  next  time.     Major 
Davis  desired  me  to  ask  your  Excellency  if  there  was  any  pros- 
pects  of  obtaining  the  men  he  Mentioned.     They  have  become 
more  necessary  than  heretofore  as  the  plunderers  now  practice 
laying  in  wait  in  the  middle  of  the  Island  for  the  Waggons,  and 
we  apprehend  the  loosing  a  Quantity  of  Goods,  by  that  means;  a 
large  contract  is  made  and  a  third  part  of  the  amount  is  to  be 
ready  the  last  of  this  month,  if  your  Excellency  cannot  prevail 
to  have  the  Continental  troops  requested;  a  Subaltern's  Com- 
mand of  the  New  levies  would  answer  in  their  stead;  and  beg 
leave  to  intimate  (if  3'our  Excellency  grants  us  thos(^  troops)  that 
Capt.  Codwise  may  command  them,  being  not  only  acquainted 
with  us  but  with  many  Characters  on  the  Island.     As  soon  as 
I  have  Governor  Trumbull's  answer,  shall  proceed  to  Fairfield 
and  endinivor  to  get  Lieut.  l>rewsU'r  of  the  train  (stationed  at 
.  that  place)  to  convey  us  across  the  Sound;   from   wliom  Ca])t. 
Codwise  or  any  other  officer  your  Excellency  shall  order,  may 
hear  of  us.     I  wisli  to  ]>rovide  against  every  mischief  that  likely 
may  happen,  as  the  CA)ncern  on  tlie  State  Acconnt,  independent 
of  the  goods,  from  the  ])ersons  moving  by  your  permission,  will 
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be   worth    near    four   thousand    Pounds    first   cost.     I   am    with 

respect,  Your  Excellences  Most  Obed.  lluinbl.  Servt. 

•  

[No.  :v,y20.] 

Conijnss   \itocs  the  Attmipt   of    \init<jut  to  Seize  a  Slice  of  New 

York  Territory. 

Dy   the   United   States  In  Congress  Assembled,  Augt.  2l8t,  1781. 

On  a  reconsideration  of  the  Resolution  respecting  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  It  was 
altorcd  &  agreed  to  as  follows: 

It  being  the  fixed  purpose  of  ConRrcss  to  adhere  to  the  Guarantee  to  the  States  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York  contained  In  the  Resolution  of  the  seventh  Instant. 

Resolved,  that  It  be  an  indispensable  Preliminary  to  the  Recognition  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  People  Inhabiting  the  Territory  called  Vermont,  and  their  admission 
Into  the  Federal  Union,  that  they  explicitly  relinquish  all  Demand  of  Lands  or  Juris- 
diction on  the  East  side  of  the  west  banks  of  Connecticut  River,  and  on  the  west  side 
of  a  Line  beginning  at  the  Northwest  Corner  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  thence 
running  Twenty  Miles  East  of  Hudsons  River,  &  so  far  as  said  River  runs  North 
Easterly  in  its  General  course.  Thence  by  the  west  Bounds  of  the  Townships  granted 
by  the  late  Government  of  New  Hampshire  to  the  River  running  from  South  Bay  to 
Lake  Charaplain,  thence  along  the  said  River  to  Lake  Champlain,  thence  along  the 
Waters  of  Lake  Champlain  to  the  Latitude  45  Degrees  north  excepting  a  Neck  of  Laud 
between  Missiskay  Bay  and  the  Waters  of  Lake  Champlain. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Geo.  Bond,  Depy.  Sec. 

[No.  ;]921.] 

Colonel  I  dny  Hay  to  Governor  Clinton,  Requesting  Specie  to  Pay  for 

Flour  Casks. 

(Answered  iii  Person.) 

Poughkeepsie  21  August  1781. 
Sir,  Having  assured  the  Financier  General  there  was  a  great 
probability  of  my  furnishing  from  this  State  three  thousand 
barrells  of  llour  by  the  middle  of  next  month,  provided  I  could 
be  furnished  with  Casks  or  a  sullicient  euiu  of  money  to  pur- 
chase them,  He  desired  tiie  Commissary  (lencral  to  furnish  me 
with  all  the  empty  casks  he  could,  which  I  find  will  not  exceed 
two  hundred.  My  sole  dejK'ndance,  therefore,  must  be  upon 
your  Kxcellency«  supplying  nir  with  a  suflicient  sum  of  liard 
money  for  the  pur|Mjse  of  buying  (lie  necessary  number  of  casks, 
ns  in  case  of  failure  in  the  Coininissary  General,  1  am  referred 
by  .Mr    Morris,  to  your  Excellency  for  such  a  supply.     Let  me 
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request  you  will  favour  me  with  an  immediate  answer  as  the 
time  in  which  the  business  is  to  be  done  elapses  very  fast. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  Obed.  &  very 
humble  servt. 
Governor  Clinton. 

[No.  3922.] 

Governor  Clintoii  Requests  General  McDougall  at  West  Point  to 
Hold  Jacob  Storm,  a  Prisoner,  for  Rohbenj. 

Augt.  21st,  1781. 
Sir,  Among  the  Prisoners  in  custody  of  the  Provost  lately 
sent  from  Camp  to  West  Point,  I  am  informed  there  is  one  Jacob 
Storm,  who  last  spring  was  concerned  in  the  Commission  of  sev- 
eral atrocious  Robberies  in  this  County,  Particularly  those  of 
Comfort  Sands  &  Zachaus  Newcombe,  Esquires.  Least  this  fel- 
low may  be  returned  as  a  Prisoner  of  War  &  by  being  exchanged 
as  such  escape  the  punishment  due  to  his  crimes,  I  have  sent 
the  bearer,  Capt.  Dodge,  to  your  Post,  &  if  upon  inquiry,  the 
above  Information  should  prove  true,  I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  him  such  assistance  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  have  Storm  conveyed  safely  to  this  Place. 
To  Genl.  McDougall. 

[No.  3923.] 

Colonel  Fred.  Wcissenfeh  Commends  His  TjCvivs  to  Governor  Clinton 

and    Suggests     Several     Young    Men     for    Couiinissions  —  The 

Governor's    Reply. 

Fishkill,  Augiii^t  21st,  1781. 

Sir,   ^Tr.  ^^\M('h  is  returned  from  his  roiit(^  mtkI  waits  upon  your 

Excellency  willi  liis  report.     Mr.  Loudon  did  not  i>rinl  hist  wrck 

but  I  have  lakiMi  care  that  the  several  Coloni'ls  of  iniiitia  have 

sullicieut  Notice  to  Govern  themselves. 
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The  best  lyovios.  witli  respect  (o  I  lie  lOxlerior  ;ipi>earanoe,  I 
believe,  that  have  been  raised  in  tliis  State,  I  have  tlie  lionor 
to  Coininaiul,  aiul  hope  the  most  of  them  serv<'  U-owi  i'rinciph', 
wliieh  will  I'loiiiisc^  snecess;  the  arms  ;ir<'  in  ^ood  nr(h'r  and  all 
JJa^oneiU'd,  and  llie  olliiers  1  llailcr  niNself  will  do  honor  to 
their  rc^spertive  ecMiiTnands. 

I  have  examined  the  alVair  of  Mr.  W'elcli  and  believe  his  Crime 
Comitted  in  the  rej^nlar  service,  does  not  amount,  to  a  disgrace, 
but  he  may  till  his  ]iost  as  an  adjutant,  if  youi-  Excellency  would 
Please  to  appoint  him.  I  jud^jjc  him  capable.  A  quartermaster 
will  soon  be  very  necessary,  and  I  bejr  leave  to  recommend  Lt. 
Mott  for  that  Post,  if  we  are  regulated  by  the  Regular  Troops, 
the  adjutant  and  quartermaster  are  ofticers  Exclusive  of  the 
Company  officers. 

If  your  Excellency  has  no  ]»aiii(iilar  (Jentlemen  in  View,  to 
fill  the  post  of  a  Surgeon,  I  have  presumed,  to  recommend  llenry 
Buck. 

If  I  lind  a  lic^t  of  the  several  Militia  regiments,  and  the  Quotas 
they  were  to  furnish  the  several  Countys,  I  schould  in  my  last 
return  made  the  deficiencys  known  to  your  Excellency. 

I  expect  this  day  an  order  from  the  (Jeneral  of  the  Depart- 
ment. A  munition  and  f)ther  necessarys,  but  am  at  a  loss,  when 
ordered  lo  niar<li,  how  to  nansp<ni  the  baggage,  which  hocvcr 
fimall  will  want  some  carriage. 

Winslow  is  well  .H<'cnr<il;  and  I  liinc  dis(  nNcred  him  to  belong 
formerly  to  Colo.  Courtland's  K«"giin<'ni  ;  whether  he  is  deserter, 
or  a  three  year's  man  I  am  not  able  to  say,  1  have  srcnrrd  i  he 
villain  well. 

I  waite  your  Excellenrys  order  and  am  with  sincorcst  Re6i>oct 
Your  Excellenry'ft  most  obiedient  Ihnnble  servant 
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Draft  of  Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 
Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  letter  by  Mr.  Welsh.  As  I  am  not 
able  at  present  to  convene  a  Council  of  Appointment,  I  must 
leave  it  to  you  to  nominate  such  of  the  Ofificers  as  you  shall  judge 
best  qualified  to  act  as  Adjt.  &  Qu.  Master.  I  doubt  not  they 
will  be  approved  in  form  on  the  Meeting  of  the  Council.  With 
Respect  to  a  surgeon  I  have  no  other  objection  agt.  Doctor  Buck 
than  that  1  have  been  informed  he  engaged  in  the  former  levies 
and  received  a  Bounty.  If  this  is  so,  it  would  be  improper  to  give 
him  the  Appointment  you  recommend  him  for  in  your  Regiment. 
I  have  not  rec'd  of  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Militia  Regt. 
returns  of  the  Quotas  of  Men  they  are  respectively  to  furnish. 
I  presume  Genl.  Swarthoudt  will  be  able  to  furnish  you  with 
those  of  this  County.     I  am  &c. 


[No.  3924.] 

General  Scott  and  Mr.  Wa7^d  to  the  Governor  Relative  to  Colonel  TTay 

and  the  Forage  Question. 

Fish  Kill,  22d  Augt.  17S1. 

Sir,  Agreable  to  the  Notice  which  you  have  seen  in  Loudon's 
paper,  we  have  had  a  meeting  of  the  Refugees,  at  ^^hi^h  Col. 
Hay  attended.  A  Copy  of  the  Acts  of  this  meeting  will  be  trans- 
mitted to  you  without  Delay.  \\'e  have  many  reasons  to  wish 
that  Colonel  Hay  should  wait  on  Congress, — wbicli  be  will  ex- 
plain to  you.  We  therefore,  rcijuost,  if  you  should  not  see  it 
improper,  that  you  will  giv(^  liiin  a  line  to  Jiisiify  him  in  his  Ab- 
sence from  duty  on  the  spot,  »S:  in  (he  l^xprncos  which  will  neces- 
sary attend  his  Journey. 

We  are  with   the  greatest  ResiK^ct  Your  Excellency's  most 

obedt  servants. 

Ste]>hon  ^^'anl. 

J  no.   .Morin  Scott. 
His  Excellency,  The  (Jov. 
1(> 
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[No.  3025.] 

(toirruor   Clinton    (iiants   Colonel    \  arnhnhurgh's  Request   for   the 
Capture  of  a  "  Noted  Robber. " 

lic'i'Uiiiaii's  rrc'ct.,  2lM  Au<,'t.  1781. 

Sir.    Tin*  Bearers  Mr.  Jossiip  and  Clark  T  am  acquainted  with 
and  Heconinicnd  them  to  be  Gentlemen  of  Character.     Am  sir 
your  most  obedient  Humble  Servl.     James  \'andenburgli. 
To  His  Excellency  (lovr.  (Clinton. 

X.  U.  H  your  Kxcellency  will  jx'niiit  me  to  take  a  guard  of 
five  men  out  of  Ix^vies  snlcli  as  I  .shall  chuse,  think  it  in  my 
power  to  apprehend  the  noted  Kober  Jenkins  and  sum  others 
who  are  gone  toward  the  Stat  of  Vermont.  Am  as  above  James 
Vaudenburgh. 

Rir,  T  have  no  objection  to  your  having  a  guard  of  four  or  five 
of  the  levies  to  assist  in  ai)prehending  the  robers  you  mentioa 
&  on  application  to  Colo.  W'essenfels,  they  will  be  ordered  pro- 
vided the  busin<*ss  can  soon  be  effected.     I  am  &c. 

G.  C. 


[No.  :{!I'JG.] 

Governor  Clinton  Writes  to  the  New  York  Delegates  in  Behalf  of 
Dr.  Young  and  His  Applieation  for  ReVuf. 

Po.  Augt.  22,  1781. 
Gentlemen,  TIk-  IJearer,  \U\  Young,  wiih  whose  character  1 
presume  you  are  not  altogetlM-r  nnaciiuaintcd,  iiinnenrod  as  1 
have  reason  to  believe,  by  Zeal  for  the  service  of  his  Country,  at 
the  Commencement  of  the  War,  (piitr  a  decent  Private 
Practice  in  the  City  of  Albany  ^:  entered  into  our  Hosi)ital  as  a 
Snrgpon,  pivinj:  at  tlie  same  time  to  (hr  j>ublic  his  Siiop  of  drugs 
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and  medicine  at  a  very  moderate  price  in  paper  Money.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  service  and  discharged  his  duty  of  surgeon  with 
Reputation,  until  the  late  rearrangement  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment took  place  in  which  he  was  omitted  &  Juniors  who  had 
entered  at  a  late  Day  [were]  continued  &  promoted. 

Doctor  Young  is  encouraged  by  the  present  Director,  Dr.  Coch- 
ran, who  has  taken  some  measures  in  his  Favour  to  hope  for  re- 
dress &  with  this  view  now  attends  upon  Congress.  The  pe- 
culiar hardship  of  his  Case,  and  the  pleasure  it  will  afford  you 
to  promote  Justice,  will  I  am  persuaded,  sufficiently  apologize  for 
this  Liberty  I  take  of  requesting  for  him  your  Countenance  cS: 
Assistance.  I  have  the  Honor  &c, 
Delegates. 
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[No.  3928.] 

OoveiifKyr  OUmton  Furnishes  Colonel  Wehb  icUh  a  Letter  for  Governor 

Livingston  of  New  Jersey  im  Behalf  of  Mrs.  Banaher, 

Camp  on  the  Heights  of  Peekskill,  24th  Augt.  1781. 

The  Present  situation  of  the  Army  has  induced  me  to  pay  a 
visit  to  my  friends  in  Jersey,  for  which  I  propose  acting  of  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days,  if  your  Excellency  can  favor  me 
with  a  line  to  Governor  Livingston  requesting  his  permission 
for  Mrs.  Bancker  to  go  into  New  York  &  return  again,  you  will 
add  greatly  to  the  many  favors  already  conferred. 

I  assure  you  upon  the  honor  of  a  Gentleman,  the  reasons  men- 
tioned at  our  late  interview  are  the  only  ones,  which  have  in- 
duced me  to  ask  this  favor — ^and  I  have  every  reason  to  suppose 
she  will  accomplish  her  Business, — the  present  Opportunity  will 
be  a  very  favorable  one — as  its  pix)bable  no  operations  will  soon 
commence  against  that  City. 

In  haste  I  am  with  real  Esteem  and  Respect,  Your  Excellency's 
most  Obedt.  friend  &  Very  Hum.  Servt. 

Saml.  B.  Webb. 

P.   S.     The  Bearer  will   wait  your  Excellency's  pleasure  for 
your  letter. 
Govr.  Clinton. 

Dear  Sir,  Inclosed  you  have  the  letter  to  Governor  Livingston 
you  request  which  I  intended  to  havo  transmitted  to  you  by  Colo. 
Hay  who  is  to  set  for  Philadelphia  Tomorrow  ^^  intends  jjassing 
through  Camp.     1  am  with  roal  regard  vV:  e.sicviu.  Yours,  &c. 

G.  C. 

Colo.  Samuel  B.  Webb. 


-1«I  1*1  ni.ic  Patkus  or  (ikoiujk  Clinton. 

I'tUh  Au^i.  17S1. 
I>«';ii-  Sii'.  1  li;i\('  Imi'ii  ;i|»|ili(Ml  to  hv  Afrs.  r»;unk<M-  foniMM'lv 
of  lliis  Sialc.  \'<^\-  INi'inissinu  l«»  ^<>  into  tlif  riiv  of  N<'\\  ^ Ork 
UiV  A  few  <l;ivs  l(»  sctth'  sonir  ju'iviilc  Imsiiicss  ;iihI  lii'iiirii.  Tlic 
H«Nis<)iis  she  (itlVrs  for  asking:  (his  iiHliil^ciicc  aj»|M'ars  to  iiir 
M)  iKiriifularlv  iiiU'ri'siini;  thai  if  I  cuiihl  cuiisidci-  mv  inter- 
foHMico  ns  prnpor.  T  shoiihl  Ih"  in(hi('(Ml  to  dopart  from  Ttho] 
(ieiHMiil  Kuic  of  ('onduct  I  ha\('  ('stal)IislMMl  on  tlu^se  occasions 
^:  comjiI\  ^^  itli  her  K<Mni('st.  Imt  wliicli  1  liasc  refused  {o  do  and 
ref<MTod  lin*  to  voiir  Ivxccncncy  as  I  consider  her  an  Inha))itant 
of  voiir  State.  At  the  same  time  1  ha\e  |»resiimeil  to  encourap* 
her  to  hojie  that  she  will  he  snccossful  in  h(M'  a])]»lication  if  a 
compliance  with  her  retpiest  would  not  he  imjirojier.      I  am, 

O.  C. 


[No.  :\\)'2\).] 

Colonel  Hdi/  \()ti/irs  (litii  nmr  Clin  ton  nf  flir  licasons  for  lUsir'uuj 

to  iio  to  Cony  I  CSS — The  (torrmor's  l'<  pli/. 

r«ui;;hkeejKsie.  li  1 1  h  August,   \1^{. 

Sir.  In  eons<'(|uen«  ('  of  \<Mir  I'xcellencv's  d<»sir(\  I  h(\i!:  If'^ive 
to  mention  the  prineij»al  reas()ns  whirh  indmc  me  to  suppose; 
iny  K^ing  to  l*hilad<dphia  at  this  tinu'  miiihi  !»«'  of  service  to  the 
State. 

As  1  have  such  j^larin;;  falsehoods  from  un<ler  < 'olonel  Pick- 
erinjr*R  own  Innnl  n'sjectinLr  th«'  forage  husin<^ss  in  West  (JliesliT 
County,  as  the  most  ex]>aMd.d  (  haiii>  tan  scarce  supiK)se  to  1m' 
the  effect  of  a  ineer  mistake.  1  am  alVraid  he  has  misi-eju'ci^ontetl 
that  matter  lo  Congii'ss  in  such  a  de^^rcM'.  as  will  either  n'tard 
their  disiipprobation  <d  his  measuii's.  oi-  occasiiui  some  n»«olu- 
tion  that  may  produce  a  \erv  (lisiij^M-e^'aiile  dispute'  hetwcm   that 
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Body  and  this  State,  and  I  flatter  myeelf,  from  my  thorough 
knowledge  of,  and  the  very  principal  share  I  have  had  in  the 
whole  of  this  altercated  business,  I  should  be  able  to  sett  aside 
the  force  of  these  misinterpretations,  if  any  such  there  are. 

The  Settlement  of  the  public  awards  on  which  subject  I  had 
the  honor  to  attend  a  Committee  of  Congress  about  three 
months  ago,  who  made  a  report  to  Congress  thereon,  is  another 
matter  of  no  small  importance  to  the  State  and  of  infinite  Con- 
sequence to  myself;  and  as  a  principal  part  of  the  papers  on 
which  said  report  was  founded  went  through  my  hands,  none  of 
which,  as  our  Delegates  have  lately  wrote  me,  can  now  be  found, 
or  as  I  suspect  even  the  report  itself,  I  think  my  attendance  on 
our  Delegates  a  few  days  might  be  of  considerable  service  in 
bringing  about  this  settlement  so  much  wished  for  by  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Congress  have  not  as  yet  passed  any  particular  resolve  for 
the  settlement  of  the  Quotas  demanded  of  each  State  betwixt 
the  Agent  for  each  State  and  the  public  officers  whose  Certifi- 
cates Congress  will  admit  as  a  sufficient  voucher  against  them, 
as  I  am  convinced  this  State  has  furnished  a  larger  part  of  its 
Quota  than  most  others,  it  would  be  of  considerable  importance 
that  a  plan  was  immediately  adopted  by  which  each  State  would 
have  it  in  their  power  to  show  the  exertions  they  liave  made, 
and  as  many  irregular  vouchers  will,  agreeable  to  an  Act  of 
the  Legislature  last  winter,  be  paid  by  me  and  my  assistants, 
it  might  be  very  serviceable  that  I  had  an  opportunity  of  person- 
ally conversing  willi  our  Delegates  on  that  subject. 

These  are  the  three  })rin('inal  reasons.  Sir,  wliirli  induce  me 
to  wish  I  might  go  to  lMiila(l('l|)liia  at  ]>r(^sent.  and  to  r(^(]nest 
your  Excellency's  advice  on  the  subject.     I   Have  the  honor  to 


'JI8 
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ho    with    rvory  S(^ntiiii('iit   of  rosjicct.  Vmir    Excelloncy's    most 

obi'diont  ^:  v(m*v  Iminltlc  ^^lM*vt. 

Udiiy  Hay. 


The  Governou's  Rktia'  to  Coloxel  Hay. 

rougbkeepsie  Aiigt.  25th,  1781. 
^ir,  I  have  poriised  your  letter  of  yesterday  and  I  conceive 
the  reasons  suggested  therein  for  your  ininicdiatcly  attending 
Congress  are  weighty  iK:  if  the  business  of  your  office  as  State 
Agent,  upon  the  prompt  &  faithful  execution  of  which  so  much 
depends,  will  not  suffer  by  your  absence,  you  would  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  justified  in  repairing  thither.  But  as  this  is  a  matter 
which  depends  upon  the  train  in  which  the  Business  of  your 
Agencv  is  in  at  present  ^:  of  whicli  you  u\ut>t  have  the  most 
perfect  knowledge,  you  will  be  best  able  to  judge,  of  the  pro- 
priety of  your  proceeding  to  IMiila.     I  niii  c^c 


G.Clinton. 


Udny  Ilay,  Esq.,  State  Agent. 


[No.  3030.] 

Dominic  <lc  Romlc  I'liils  to  Secure  Kjcinption  for  His  Soiis  from 

MiUhiri/  Ohliiiations. 

Saugerties,  Aug.  24th,  17S1. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  While  my  situation  in  not  f^o 
favorable  that  I  can  g«'t  an  (ijtj.oit  unity  of  waiting  on  your 
Excellencv.  1  liiid  nivsrjf  obliged  to  write  to  you  about  a  mat  tor 
in  which  I  want  your  advice  or  rather  assistance.  1  do  not 
doubt  but  your  Excellency  is  fully  sonsiblo  of  my  sentiment  con- 
cerning tliis  our  unnatural  «S:  unjust  war  with  great  T.ritain  — 
nay  rather  than  that  I  should  have  been  forced  to  do  anything 
that  would  be  repugnant    tf)  my  conscience.  I   left    in   the  year 
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1776  New  York  with  all  my  family.  Since  that  time  having 
been  yearly  deprived  of  £300  salary,  nevertheless  obliged  on  my 
own  expense  to  maintain  my  Family,  &  after  the  loss  of  eigt 
thousand  pounds  hard  Money  by  the  deprieiation  of  the  Con- 
gress bills  &  otherwise,  not  being  able  to  hold  it  out  any  longer, 
I  was  under  a  necessity  to  look  out  for  a  place  where  1  could 
be  of  service  to  the  Congregation,  which  by  God's  Providence 
I  got  here  at  Saugerties  receiving  a  salary  of  which  I  cannot 
subsist.  This  being  so,  instead  then  that  Consideration  should 
be  used,  compassion  exercised,  &  regard  shewn  to  a  Minister  & 
his  Family,  both  my  sons,  (who  being  without  any  publick  Em- 
ployment function  or  business,  or  in  a  way  of  getting  Money, 
but  in  every  respect  depending  upon  me,)  are  ordered  and  placed 
on  the  list  to  appear  &  contribute  to  the  raising  of  men,  which 
is  just  the  same  as  if  they  ask  it  from  me,  for  not  my  sons,  but 
I  must  pay  for  them.  Indeed  an  hard  task  for  me  as  a  Minister, 
a  fugitive  &  a  great  sufferer.  I  wrote  last  May  a  friendly  letter 
to  Col.  Snyder  in  Esopus  about  this  matter,  but  it  seems  he 
could  not  condescend  to  answer  me.  For  this,  therefore — 1  pre- 
sume to  apply  to  your  Excellency,  Kindly  requesting  to  take  my 
circumstances  in  due  Consideration  &  if  there  be  any  possibility 
of  exempting  my  sons  or  rather  my  person  from  whom  all  ex- 
pences  must  proceed,  you  would  greatly  oblige,  Your  most  obedt. 

Humble  Servant 

Saml.  DeRonde. 

Governor  Clinton's  Retly  to  Dominie  OeKonde. 
Tlvv.  Sir,     This  acknowledges  the  Receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
24th  Ult.  requesting  u\v  to  exempt  vour  sons  from  being  classed 
in  the  Militia. 


Alt  ho'  I  sinm-cly  iMincuf  the  Situation  to  which  you  and  many 
otlu'is  of  our  (listi'i'sscd  fellow  Cili/.ms  aic  reduced  hy  liie 
Calaiuitit^  of  War  and.  tlicreforo,  would  chearfully  do  all  in  my 
Tower  to  rtdieve  them,  yet  you  must  be  sensible  that  as  an 
l^xecutive  OlVicer  the  Law  must  l)e  my  Ivule  (jf  Conduct  and  in 
this  Instance  it  ]>i"ohibits  me  from  com])lyin*r  with  your  rec^nest. 

I  liave  authority  in  certain  eases  to  grant  Exemption  from 
Militia  Duty  but  this  Autliority  will  not  extend  to  the  Case  of 
your  Family  and  I  am  wholly  unautliorized  to  exempt  persons 
from  beinjx  classed;  it  is  notwithstanding  my  sincere  wish  that 
if  at  any  time  your  sons  should  be  classed  that  in  assessing 
them  their  Present  Situation  should  be  attended  to  and  that 
the  Burthen  should  be  laid  on  them  as  light  as  possible  and  if 
you  suppose  my  Sentiments  would  be  of  service  to  you,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  communicate  them  to  the  Person  who  may  make 
the  assessment. 


[No.  noai.] 

Colontl   \  an  A<chaick  Kn  Iioutc  to  Lay  His  Case  Jit  [ore  Congress. 

Pompton,  Augt.  25,  '81. 

Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that  I  ajn 
thus  far  on  my  way  to  Congress  in  order  to  lay  my  Case  before 
them. 

Your  Excellency  will  do  me  a  j^articular  Kindness  to  forward 
by  the  lirst  Conveyance  to  the  Itelegales  of  our  State  at  (Jongrt^^s 
the  official  Ix?tter  you  was  i>lea8ed  to  promise  me  when  1  had 
the  pleasiire  of  seeing  \ou  at    l)ol»l»s  fi  iry. 
(jovi-ruor  Clinton. 
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[No.  3932.] 

Thomas  Barclay  Appointed  ly  Congress  as  Commercial  Agent  in 
France  Offers  to  Act  as  Such  for  New  York  State  and  So  Notifies 
Governor  Clinton. 

Sir,  Some  time  ago  Congress  did  me  the  honor  to  appoint  me 
to  attend  the  Public  Commercial  business  in  France,  for  which 
place  I  intend  to  embarque  in  a  few  weeks.  I  take  the  liberty 
before  my  departure  of  making  to  your  Excellency  and  to  the 
State  of  New  York  an  offer  of  every  service  in  my  power  during 
my  stay  in  Europe.  The  conducting  the  supplies  from  France 
for  the  United  States  generally,  will  fall  under  my  care,  but  it 
is  possible  that  your  State  may  have  commands  exclusive  of 
those  given  me  by  Congress,  in  which  case  I  shall  think  myself 
honoured  in  receiving  them.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  liberty 
I  take  in  assuring  you  that  tho'  I  have  not  the  happiness  of 
being  personally  known  to  you,  yet  if  I  can  render  you  any  agree- 
able services  in  Europe  it  will  be  a  particular  pleasure  to  me, 
having  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect,  Sir, 
Philadelphia,  25th  Aug.  1781. 


[No.  3933.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  Thomas  McKcan  on  the  Wimont  Controversy — 
New  Yorlc's  Contrihutiori  in  Aid  of  South  Carolina  Refugees  Not 
TAJccly  to  Equal  the  State's  Feelings  and  ^V\xl^cs. 

Poukoepsio,  25th  Augt.  1781. 
Sir,  ]  have  tho  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your 
Excellency's  Letter  of  the  Slh  ini>tant  covering  two  Acts  of 
Congress  of  the  7lh,  (lie  on(^  relative  to  the  Pistrict  distin- 
guished by  Ihe  name  of  the  New  llaiupshire  draiils  aiul  the 
other  to  the  Commissions  granted  by  (lu^  (M>v('in(M*  of  ('oniiecti- 
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lilt  for  sri/.in^  Hritish  •::()()(l8  .S:c,  on  Lon^:  Island.  With  n'spoct 
to  ilir  foriiu  r  1  ha\o  onlv  lo  oli^crNc  lliai  iliis  State  would  un- 
liouhtrdlv  a<(iui(S('o  in  anv  Decision  of  Con^^rcss  made  a;^r(.'t'al)li' 
to  (lie  Suliniission  or  llic  Ariichs  of  Confederation;  but 
whetlier  tlic  present  procedure  is  warranted  hy  either  is  not 
within  tlie  line  of  my  Duty  to  determine.  Willi  resi)ect  to  the 
latter,  I  bej^j::  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  previous  to 
the  Keceipt  of  it,  I  received  a  letter  from  (Jovernor  Trumbull  on 
the  subject  of  these  Commissions,  a  copy  of  which  with  my 
answiT  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  as  I  am  apprehensive 
there  will  be  a  necessity  of  a  farther  Interference  by  Congress 
and  a  Decision  of  the  Question  concerning  these  Commissions 
on  what  we  conceive  to  be  its  true  Merrits. 

On  this  Occasion  1  also  do  myself  the  honor  of  acknowledging 
the  Receipt  of  the  Act  of  Congress  recommending  the  opening  of 
Subscriptions  for  the  Benefit  of  the  distressed  Refugees  from 
South  Carolina.  Congress  may  be  assured  of  every  aid  and 
sui>pori  from  me  to  their  IJenevolent  Intentions;  but  from  the 
peculiarly  distressed  situation  of  this  State  I  am  fearful  our 
Contributions  cannot  e(iual  our  Feelings  &  Wishes.  I  am  Sir, 
with  the  highest  Respect  &  Esteem, 
His  Excellency  Thomas  McKean,  Esqr.  Presdt.  of  Congress. 


[No.  3934.] 

Colotul  ^yill^tt  Mildly  Ci'iticiscs  Governor  Clinton,  who  Promptly 

Vindicates  Himself. 

Fort  Rensselaer  2r>th  Augt.  '81. 

Sir,    I  am  informed  by  (Jenoral  Stark  that  one  hundred  of  the 

troops  designed  for  this  river  is  [are]  detained  at   Schohary  by 

your  Excellency's  orders.  As  their  are  two  Companies  of  Ixjviefl 
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stationed  at  that  place,  which  is  its  full  proportion,  and  I  am 
put  to  the  greatest  difficulties  for  want  of  men  in  this  Quarter 
having  at  present  only  fifty  one  men  Including  ten  sick  at  this 
place,  and  most  of  the  Forts  above  and  below  me  without  a 
single  soldier,  many  of  the  best  inhabitants  dayly  applying  to 
me  for  Guards,  to  enable  them  to  save  their  grains,  which  I  am 
totally  unable  to  afford  them  and  the  country  constantly  Infested 
with  parties  of  the  enemy,  more  I  am  well  assured  than  any 
other  frontier  we  have,  I  must  earnestly  request  your  Excellency, 
that  the  disposition  I  had  made  with  the  Concurrence  of  Genl. 
Clinton  may  not  be  altered,  and  that  those  troops  may  be  ordered 
this  way  without  loss  of  time.  The  people  of  Schohary  &  many 
other  people  upon  the  frontier  may  depend  upon  it,  that  should 
any  enemy  appear  near  them  and  it  is  in  my  power  to  give  them 
succor,  they  shall  not  want  it,  for  to  Chastize  the  Wretches  who 
trouble  our  frontier,  for  this  campaign,  I  am  determined  to  make 
my  meat  and  my  Drink.  But  this  mode  of  deranging  our  dispo- 
sitions put  me  not  a  little  out  of  my  guesses.  I  am  your  Excel- 
lencies most  obedient  and  very  humble  serv't. 
His  Excellency  Gov'r.  Clinton. 

Governor  Clinton^s  Reply  to  Col.  Willett. 

Pokeepsie  2J)th  Augt.  ITSl. 
Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  iJ.'th 
Instant.  On  the  late  Incursion  of  the  Enemy  into  IHster  Couniy, 
I  informed  B.  Gen'l.  (^iaans(Moort  of  tlint  cwui  by  hMlcr  wliii-h 
is  nearly  similar  (o  tliat  nddiH^scMl  to  yon  on  the  sjunc  occasion, 
&  advised  the  nnircliing  rail  of  his  Brigade  to  Schohary  to  re- 
main then^  nnlil  w(^  should  obtain  certain  Intelligence  that  the 
Enemy  had  U^ft  the  Country;  bnt   I  never  gavt*  or«lcrs  for  any 
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part  of  tlir  lirvi«'s  to  ni;ircli  in  (li;it  or  .-niy  oilier  sfjilioii.  nor  in- 
iloi'd  woiiM  I  have  conceived  inv  Iniei  rcreiicc  wiili  respect  to 
thcin  eitlier  neeessarv  or  projxT  as  I  jMiiced  I  he  most  i)erfect 
coiitideiiie  in  iliose  nnder  whose  more  immediate  command  they 
are.  who  lieini::  on  1  lie  sjtot   were  better  able  to  determine. 

I  wish  von  to  coniinne  to  make  snch  Ari-anj^n'menls  ♦fc  disposi- 
tion of  the  I'orce  nnder  voni'  immediate  command  as  shall 
appear  best  calculated  for  the  general  protection  of  ihe  Frontier. 
Yon  will,  therefore,  ])lease  to  j^ive  snch  orders  to  the  Levies  at 
Schoharv  as  yon  shall  jnd<^e  condncive  tliereto.  As  soon  as  1 
can  possibly  get  a  sight  of  the  Levies  which  are  in  the  hands 
of  Greneral  Scott  I  will  answer  yonr  letter  which  did  not  reach 
[nie]  till  very  lately. 


[Xo.  30;J5.] 

Colonel    Wcissvnfils   Knuhj    /o    March    and    Airnifs   the   Governor's 
Orders — The  Governor  Corrects  a  Misapprehension. 

FisliKill,  Angust  25th,  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclo.se  to  your  llxcellency  the  weekly 
Iv^^'tnrn,  of  the  troops  lu^re  assembled,  by  which  will  appear  a 
<lisproiK)rtion  of  (dlinrs.  which  is  submitted  to  your  ICxcellencv's 
notice. 

1  Iiave  drawn  amnnition.  Flints,  C.inteens,  Camp  Kettels,  axes, 
for  the  nu-n,  anti  spontoons  foi-  ihe  ollicers,  and  are  so  far,  in 
perfect  readiness  to  mnrcli.  w  henc^ver  ynnr  Kxeell(»ncy  is  pleased 
to  order  a  movement. 

I  liave  8<»nt  to  Kxaniin*-  in  the  alTaii-  of  I)n(i(»r  r.n<k.  ;ind  if  the 
matter  i«  not  ho  as  repregontt'd,  woiild  judge  it  necessary  to  sond 
for  him  or  have  l.iy  your  leave  any  other  nomiuated,  to  be  presLiit 
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to  judge,  of  the  repeated  complaints  made  by  tbe  men.  I  am 
with  perfect  Respect,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble 
Servant. 

Return  of  Levies. 

Return  of  Levies  Received  at  Fishkill  from  ye  Different  Regts. 

in  General  Swartouts  Brigade. 

Fishkill  Augt.  the  25th,  1781. 


Colo.  Brinckeroff's 

Colo.  Frear's, 

Colo.  Felld's, 

Colo.  Liidinton's 

35 

38 

37 

23 

Colo.  Graham's, 

Colo.  V  DerBurgh's, 

Colo.  Hopkln's 

Total. 

41 

23 

54 

251 

Christopher  Codwise,  Capt.  &  M.  Mastr. 

Governor  Clinton^s  Reply  to  Colonel  Weissenfels. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  equal  date.  Your 
orders  for  moving  must  come  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Department  to  whom  you  will  please  to  make  a  return  of 
your  Regt.  and  report  your  situation.  The  two  Companys  raised 
from  West  Chester  &  the  lower  end  of  Orange,  ought  not  to  be 
taken  from  those  Parts  of  the  Country  unless  they  are  w^ell  cov- 
ered with  other  Troops  and  none  are  better  adapted  to  that  ser- 
vice. I  inclose  you  a  return  of  the  Ollicers  ap]iointed.  If  any 
decline  serving,  others  will  be  ai)pointed. 


[No.  3936.] 

Colonel  I*ick<'r'ni(/  to  (h)rcn}or  Clinton — Opcnlt/  Chunjcs  ColonvJ  llaij 
with  Tri/'nu/  to  Supplant  ll'nn  as  QiKfrtcrniastcr  Ccucral. 

Kings  ferry,  August  l!»>th.  ITv^l. 

Sir,   I  fear  your  Excellency  Ims  alri^ady  lu^nnl  too  nuich  on  the 

subject  of  th(*  forage  tak(^n  by  tlie  army  in  lh(»  county  of  West 

Chester:  yet   as   my   character   has   been   unjustly   aspersed   by 
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sonu'  iiHii  who  havr  oilu  r  views  lliaii  Id  pruiiioti'  llii*  ijublic  j;ood, 
I  tliink  it  my  dut.v.  li()l<lin«r  an  ofWvr  of  so  much  irnportnnri*  as 
tliat  of  (iiiarli  r  master  p-m  lal,  to  reciiiest  your  Excellency's  at- 
tention to  the  inclosed  j)ai)ers,  wliicli  contain  a  state  of  facts, 
which  I  also  wish  to  have  communicated  as  you  shall  think 
]»rop('r. 

A  It  ho'  many  observations  occur  which  w(iuld  farther  tend  to 
justify  my  conduct  in  tliis  business,  yet  I  will  waiv^  them,  & 
rely  on  what  is  containcul  in  tlie  papers  above  mentioned;  only 
begjjjinfr  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  John  Lawrance,  Esqr. 
Judj]:o  Advocate  General,  for  information  of  what  passed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Refugees  on  the  Dili  inst.  lie  will,  I  doubt  not, 
satisfy  you  that  so  far  from  aiming  at  an  amicable  settlement, 
as  Colonel  ITay  had  ever  pretended,  he  was  the  sole  cause  of 
preventing  it.  The  Refugees  have  now  no  means  left  of  ascer- 
taining their  respective  dues — for  which  })erhaps  they  ma\'  blame 
me:  but  your  Excellency  will  judge  whether  it  is  not  rather  due 
to  their  violent  advocate.  For  from  the  beginning  of  my  con- 
versations with  Colonel  ITay  on  the  subject,  I  offered  to  give  any 
certificate  of  facts;  whicli  would  have  answered  every  purpose 
the  refugees  could  reasonably  wish  for.  However,  as  rc^sent- 
ment  for  tlic  ill  treatment  1  have  received  will  have  no  influence 
on  my  conduct  towards  the  i)roj)rietors  of  the  lands  in  West 
Chester  County,  so  I  shall  not  declin(»  communicating  to  them 
any  information  in  my  power  respecting  the  (luantity  of  forage 
taken  by  the  American  Army  from  those  islands.  The  entire 
quantity  may  be  ascertained  with  some  degree  of  accuracy  by 
the  returns  of  the  numbers  of  horses  it  working  oxen  employed 
with  the  army  while  in  that  county,  which  I  will  transmit  to  Col. 
Hughes,  &  by  the  returns  of  fat  cattl(^  which  cm  doubtless  be 
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furnished  by  the  Superintendant  of  live  stock.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  referring  your  Excellency  to  Judge  Lawrance  for  in- 
formation in  the  case  before  mentioned,  because  Colonel  Hay 
will  probably  produce  certificates  of  propriety,  firmness,  &  even 
decency  of  his  behaviour  at  that  meeting.  It  may  seem  strange 
that  a  man  whose  conduct  had  been  evidently  governed  by  those 
principles  should  think  of  getting  certificates  to  prove  it.  Colo. 
Hay,  however,  asked  for  &  obtained  them,  as  I  was  informed. 
One  gentleman,  indeed,  who  had  understanding,  candour  &  forti- 
tude, to  think  &  determine  for  himself,  did  not  sign  it.  This  was 
Mr.  E.  S.  Burling,  clerk  of  the  meeting.  He  offered  to  sign  the 
certificate  if  the  word  decency  were  struck  out.  Your  Excellency 
will  judge  from  this  circumstance  what  kind  of  firmness  Colo. 
Hay  exhibited,  and  whether  another  word  would  not  more  prop- 
erly characterize  his  conduct  at  the  meeting. 

Colonel  Hay  may  attempt  to  palliate  all  his  virulence  toward 
me  by  haranguing  on  the  sufferings  of  the  refugees, — the 
injustice  of  depriving  them  of  their  property,  but  I  will  venture  to 
say  that  all  his  bustle  and  clamor  on  the  occasion,  spring  from 
another  Source  than  a  tender  concern  for  the  Interests  of  the 
State  or  the  sufferings  of  the  refugees;  and  that  the  affair  of 
the  forage  was  only  used  as  a  liandle  to  })romote  his  private  de- 
signs. But  he  has  overshot  his  mark;  and  convicted  liimself  of 
having  used  too  much  violence;  by  adopting  at  last  the  proposi- 
tion which  I  substantially  made  near  a  month  before. 

Colo.  Hay  had  ever  professed  a  respect  for  me  &  repeatedly 
expressed  his  desire  to  render*  every  assistance  in  his  power  to 
my  department.  Tlu^se  profi^ssioiis  were  eonlinued  mil  ill  his  re- 
ceipt of  my  letter  of  the  2r)lli  of  July;  and  cvtii  loiigi  i';  for  he 

had  the  art  to  make  the  refugees,  met  a<  White  Plains  July  31st, 
17 
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believe  that  lu^  still  wished  not  to  embarrass  me,  by  desirinp: 
that  their  suits  mi;^ht  be  postpoiu'd :  I'v:  yet  he  himself  wrote  the 
infamous  lett4'r  sij^i^Ml  by  »Iiidj;e  (irahain  in  behalf  of  that  meet- 
in«r:  and  this  letter  he  doubtless  prepared  before  the  refugees 
assembled:  I  observe  it  is  dated  July  'M)i\\ — &  the  proceedings 
of  the  meeting  bear  date  the  3lst.     This  irritating  transactioD, 
too,  your  Excellency  will  observe  was  but  three  or  four  days 
after  the  matter,  on  his  own  motion,  had  been  referred  to  the 
decision  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  amicable 
settlement!   All  these  proceedings  were  likewise  subsequent  to 
the  writing  of  a  piece  of  scurrility  published  in  Loudon's  paper 
of  the  9th  of  August,  which  was  designed  by  the  writer  to  rep- 
resent me  in  a  ridiculous  point  of  light.     I  do  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce Colo.  TTay  the  author  of  it.     The  stile  corresponds  ex- 
actly with  that  which  he  exhibited  at  the  meeting  of  the  refugees 
on  that  same  day;  there  are  divers  references  in  it  to  some  let- 
ters which  I  wrote  to  Congress  last  March  on  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchments (some  of  which  they  were  pleased  to  adopt)  &  which 
Colo.  ITay  unluckily  told  me  he  had  read  when  in  Philadelphia; — 
&  the  original  appeared  in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  his  people 
or  dependents.     It  was  left  at  the  printers  some  weeks  before  it 
was  published;  I^oudon  having  refused  to  i»rint  it;  but  the  per- 
son who  brought  it  at  last  insisted  on  its  being  printed.     The 
true  history  of  the  alTair  to  which  this  piece  alludes,  is  contained 
in  the  enclosed  extracts  of  the  letters  of  May   lOth  to  Genl. 
Washington  &  from  &  to  Mr.  Tilghman,  his  aid  d(»  cami».       The 
plan  however  was  not  i»ursued,  \  1  had  no  other  concern  in  the 
affair.     1  do  not  oven  recollect  to  have  Iward  one  wor<l  on  the 
subject  after  that  day,  mil  ill  T  was  l«>lil  1  he  tish  were  spoiled  & 
thrown  into  the  rivir.     I  will  only  observe  here,  that  one  Momll 
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&  another  assistant  of  Colo.  Hay  were  (as  I  have  been  informed) 
the  undertakers  to  catch  and  cure  the  shad  for  the  army. 

As  I  had  never  injured  Colo.  Hay,  but  on  the  contrary,  from 
the  character  given  of  him,  had  thought  and  spoken  of  him  with 
respect,  I  can  account  for  his  unprovoked  abuse  but  on  one  prin- 
ciple: His  wish  to  oust  me  of  my  office.  Early  in  the  dispute  I 
suspected,  from  his  management,  that  this  was  his  design,  that 
he  might  come  in  as  deputy  for  the  State  of  New  York,  under 
some  principal  who  with  him  was  plotting  to  destroy  my  reputa- 
tion, as  the  sure  means  of  getting  me  displaced:  some  circum- 
stances since  made  known  to  me,  put  this  almost  beyond  a 
doubt.  But  I  cannot  avoid  despising  attempts  so  basely  con- 
ducted, because  I  am  sure  they  will  be  ineffectual;  and  because 
a  removal  from  my  office  (so  it  were  not  with  disgrace)  far  from 
distressing  would  rather  relieve  me  of  a  very  heavy  and  painful 
burthen. 

I  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  these  observations,  but 
while  I  continue  in  my  present  office,  it  is  of  public  importance 
that  I  support  my  reputation;  &  it  is  on  this  ground  alone  that 
I  trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  letter  &  its  inclosures. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect  Your  Excellency's  most 

obedt.  Servt. 

Tim.  Pickering,  Q.  M.  G. 

His  Excellency  Goveruour  Cliiilon. 


[No.  .^^037.] 

Letter  front  Qovernor  Clinton  to  Delegates  in  Congress  in  Favor  of 

Dr.  McCrca. 

Poiighkeepsie,  2Gth  Augt.  ITSl. 
Gentlemen,     The  Beanr    Dr.   McCrea   an   Inhabitant   of  this 
State  at   the   Commencement   of   the   Controversy   with  Great 
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Britain,  took  an  active  i's:  (l<Mi(l('(l  Part  in  Favonr  of  this  Countrv 
i'<:  at  a  very  oarlv  Period  entered  onr  Service  in  tlie  Line  of  liis 
Profession  &  served  witli  Fidelity  ^:  Kepntation  first  Surgeon 
to  one  of  our  l\e<xinients,  &  since  as  a  senior  Snrjifeon  in  the 
TTospital  until  the  lale  Arran.ucnicnt  of  the  Medical  Department, 
when  he  as  well  as  many  other  NN'orthy  Characters  who  had 
relinquished  their  ])rivate  Practice  &  subjected  themselves  to 
the  Dangers  &  Fatigues  attending  on  a  Military  Life,  were 
deranged  and  in  some  instances  Juniors  appointed  in  their  stead. 
In  this  disagreeable  situation  &  despairing  of  redress,  the 
Doctor  is  induced  to  seek  his  Fortune  at  Sea  &  wishes  an  Ap- 
pointment to  a  Surgeoncy  on  board  of  one  of  our  Ships  of  War. 
From  a  regard  to  his  Merits,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  recom- 
mending hnn  to  your  Attention  with  my  fullest  Persuation  that 
you  will  render  him  any  Service  in  i)romoting  his  Intention 
wliich  may  lie  in  your  Power  consistent  with  the  Duty  of  your 
Station.     I  am  with  the  highest  Respect  &  Esteem, 


[No.  3938.] 

Letter  from   the  (Governor  to  I )( legates  to  Keetifi/  (in   Injustiee  to 

Colotul  ]  (Di  Sehairk. 

Poughkeepsie,  27th  August,  1781. 

Gentlemen,     In  the  Course  of  a  few  days  past  I  have  taken 

the   liberty   of    addressing    two    lA'tters   to   you    in    Favour   of 

Doctors  McCrea  ^^  Young  who  conceive  themselves  much  injured 

by  the  late  Arrangement  of  the  Medical  Department,  and  it  is 

with  much  regret   that    I   now  find  myself  under  the  necessity 

of  troubling  you  on  a  similar  subject.      Colo.   \au   Schaick  of 

this  State,  who  as  eldest  Colonel  in  the  Lino  of  tlie  Army,  was 

entitled  to  i^  had  every  Keasou  to  expect  i'romotion  on  the  first 
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New  Appointment  of  a  Brigadier,  has  the  mortification  to  find 
himself  superceded  by  a  late  Promotion  of  a  Junior  OfiQcer  in 
the  same  Division,  contrary  to  a  previous  Resolution  of  Congress 
on  that  Subject.  You  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the  feelings 
of  a  good  Officer  in  this  Situation  than  I  am  able  to  describe 
them.  He  cannot  submit  to  this  degradation  &  continue  in  the 
Army  &  to  retire  from  the  service  at  this  late  Hour  without 
any  compensation  would  be  peculiarly  injurious  &  distressing. 
He  is  now  on  his  Way  to  Congress  to  appeal  to  their  Justice  & 
Redress  &  has  requested  of  me  to  ask  what  I  am  persuaded  he 
would  receive  without  any  interposition  of  mine,  your  Counten- 
ance &  Assistance. 
To  the  Delegates. 

[No.  3939.] 

Dr.  Samuel  Stringer,  of  Albany,  Informs  the  Governor  that  a  Packet 
of  Letters  icas  in  Transit  to  New  York  from  Canada. 

Albany,  Monday  27th  Aug.  1781. 
Sir,  It  is  proper  I  should  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have 
certain  Inteligence  that  a  large  Packet  from  Canada  was 
brought  to  this  place  yesterday,  to  be  forwarded  to  New  York. 
If  you  should  be  acquainted  with  the  channel  the  Enemies  Ex- 
presses generally  take,  'tis  possible  you  may  make  such  a  Dis- 
position as  to  possess  yourself  of  those  Dispatches.  They  have 
had  one  narrow  escape.  As  it  rained  hard  hist  night  froui  Even- 
ing, I  doubt  wlu'tlier  they  are  yet  out  of  town.  I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  I  missed  an  opporl unity  of  sending  you  this  notice 
by  an  Exj)ress,  (lie  (^uarlcruiaster  (upon  enquiring  of  liiiu  for  a 
Conveyance)  told  u\v  hv  had  just  sent  off  to  your  Excellency  this 
morning. 

I  am,  Sir,  Yr.  Kxcelk'ncy's  most  obedt.  .S:  Humble  Servt. 


2t)2  Public  Papeus  of  Gioohge  Clinton. 

[Xo.  .^040.] 

Genvrul  Ilaith  ronnmls  Scvnul  rrisoticrH—Xotifics  (ioirrnor 
Clinton  the  French  Army  has  Cr<)ss(<l  to  (he  West  Bank  of  the 
If  ml  son. 

Tloadciuartors,  Peckskill,  August  27, 1781. 

Sir.  I  sciiil  (()  hv  (lisj)ns(M]  of  as  your  Excelloncy  may  dccin 
projuT,  Robert  Soaman,  soiiu'timr  since  of  Dclaiicy's  corps.  He 
was  sent  ine  yesterday  under  j^uard.  witli  tlu^  inclos(Ml  from  Gen- 
eral Parsons.*  In  a  letter  I  received  last  eveniiifi^  from  Justice 
Honeywell,  he  observes  as  follows:  "  I  am  informed  that  Robert 
Simmon  is  now  on  his  way  to  you  a  prisoner.  Tlie  Commission- 
ers of  conspiracy  ordered  liini  forty  miles  back  from  the  lines, 
but  he  went  olT  into  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  has  continued 
there — " 

The  last  eveninj]^  Colonel  Putnam  sent  uj)  tlirce  ])risoners  be- 
longing to  Colonel  Delancy's  corps.  Their  names  are  John  Mc- 
Fadin,  James  Millci-  ^:  Josejdi  IMirdy.  Tlicy  were  taken  in  arms 
driving  down  al>ont  thirty  sheei).  They  are  sent  to  the  provost 
at  Fishkiil.  As  they  had  their  arms  and  regimentals,  and  were 
under  the  command  of  a  sergeant,  they  consider  themselves 
prisoners  of  wav.  If  you  vi<'W  them  in  a  dilTerent  light,  they 
shall  be  given  nj*  lo  your  r(Miuisition. 

I  had  yesterday  six  deserters  from  tlie  enemy.  \\(»rmb's  and 
Hrlancy'a  corps  begin  to  venture  out.  Colonel  Put  nam  with  a 
strong  detachment  is  below.  A  more  vigilant  olVicer  cannot  be 
placed  there.  We  have  no  news  at  present.  The  French  army 
fluisbed  crossing  at  Kings  ferry  yesterday  morning.  1  liave  a 
letter  from  his  Excelleiny  (Jeneral  Washington  this  morning, 
dated  the  26th  at  Bamapaugh. 

*Not  found. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3941.] 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Cornelius  Van  Veghten  Lays  His  Trouhles  Bare 
to  Governor  Clinton — The  Governor  Replies. 

Saratoga,  27th  Augt.  1781. 

Sir,  I  Received  the  orders  for  raising  the  fore  months  men  on 
the  20  August  instant.  I  immediately  Convened  the  officers  of 
my  Regemt.  with  a  return  of  their  Companies  in  their  belts. 
In  order  to  prosied  upon  the  businiss,  the  Capts.  Broght  in  so 
minne  Complain  that  the  was  allmoost  consand  upon  gard  & 
patroling  &  that  For  the  fence  of  the  State  &  neglectin  their 
one  Besnis  and  that  the  was  not  able  to  heire  inne  more. 

I  must  confess  that  the  behaved  in  rising  the  Countynantle 
&  nine  monts  men  in  full  which  I  can  prodius  Recpt  for  the  hool 
but  with  a  Great  Deal  of  truble  in  the  Claim  of  Vermount  which 
we  had  at  all  most  to  recover  By  the  Corse  of  the  law. 

Which  1  find  as  I  do  prosied  according  to  hiw  That  a  Great 
Pari  of  tlie  inhabitants  will  Breack  up  even  as  it  Stands  now  I 
belief  Nombers  will  lave  them.  Phaps  by  what  lufermatiou 
we  receive  from  the  Enemy  ^^'e  will  have  tlu^ni  nniong  us. 

I  should  been  happy  to  comply  with  The  Generals  order  but  at 
present  as  things  \\vi\  I  cannot  concive  how  to  prosied  in  at  pres- 
ent. I  hope  his  Excellency  will  take  at  in  consideration  the  Diff- 
cloats  T  label'  uiulcr  at   pnsriil. 

At  the  tiiin>  I  liad  IIk^  ollicers  to  Getlier  and  bear  their  com- 
plenc(^  of  there  men  and  alarming  tims  Which  1  am  Cenviucd  of, 
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I  took  at  in  ronsidcratlon  till  sucli  time  as  1  cold  liavo  an  answer 
from  his  Exccllciicv.  At  thr  same  time  I  ;:av('  orders  to  keep 
iij>  tlu'ir  ])atroliii«:  j)arti('s  and  tluir  ('oiniiiiics  In  jtcrfcct  radinus. 

1  hopL'  the  Ke^^iiiR'uL  may  be  cxcusi'd  for  savt'ral  K(-'t5(jn.  As 
for  my  one  part  I  do  l>(»t(M'minr  now  to  send  my  famcly  Down.  By 
What  inlirmation  1  have  from  the  Norred  our  Kelief  Corns  and 
soo  slow  that  I  dare  not  trust  at  no  longer  with  my  famely  at 
there  as  now  relief  In  fore  or  Fife  Days  I  belief  nomber  will  leve 
ther  placee. 

But  in  the  same  Timc^  I  will  try  to  keep  up  the  Sperrit.  In 
last  alarm  we  had  the  turnnet  out  as  well  as  cold  be  expected. 

I  am  with  respect  your  most  humble  Servent. 
To  nis  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

TuE  Governor's  T\i:rLY  to  ror,oNi:L  Vax  Veghten'. 

Poughkeepsie,  Sept.  9th,  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  reed,  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo.  In  answer  to 
which  I  have  only  to  observe  that  the  Law  on  which  my  Orders 
of  the  1st  of  July  last  for  raising  troops  for  the  immediate  de- 
fence of  the  State  are  founded,  does  not  authorize  the  Exemption 
of  any  Regiment  from  that  Duty,  and  it  would,  therefore,  be  un- 
justifiable in  me  to  countenance  the  idea  in  your  Regiment.  It 
is  to  be  presumed  that  the  I^'gislature  were  acciuainted  with  the 
Circumstances  of  the  Inhabitants  throughout  the  State  and  if 
any  exemj)tions  coiild  with  Justice  have  t)e"n  made  in  Favor  of 
particular  Districts  they  would  have  been  expressed  in  ilie  Law. 
But  as  this  is  not  the  Case,  it  is  my  Duty  to  see  that  the  whole 
yield  a  Tomplyance  at  once  &  however  disagreeable  the  task  to 
direct  I'rosecutions  to  be  commenced  agt.  any  oflicer  who  shall 
be  found  deficient,  which  I  trust  shall  not  be  vour  case. 
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[No.  3942.] 

Captain  Elihu  Marshall  Notifies  the  Governor  that  He  Is  Stationed 
at  Albany  to  Collect  and  Forward  Levies — The  Governor's  Reply. 

Albany,  Augt.  27th,  1781. 

Sir,  In  compliance  with  Col.  Willett's  orders  I  am  attending 
at  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  forwarding  on  the 
four  months  Levies.  That  I  may  know  when  I  have  got  them 
all  I  wish  your  Excellency  would  furnish  me  with  a  return  of 
the  number  each  Kegt.  was  to  Levy  in  this  quarter. 

There  are  several  Eegts,  I  find  much  deficient;  however  shall 
be  assiduous  in  facilitating  the  matter. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  Sir, 

Draft  op  Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 
Sir,  I  have  by  this  Conveyance  directed  B.  Genl.  Renselaer  & 
Gansvoort  to  order  you  the  returns  requested  by  your  letter  the 
27th  Instant.     I  am  with  &c 


[No.  3943.] 

Governor  Chittenden  Stirs  Up  Strife  Again — Warm  Correspon- 
dence Beticeen   ni)n   and,  Colonel  Peter  Yates. 

Sir,  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  Letter,  I  received  from  Thos.  Chit- 
tenden, with  a  copy  of  my  Answer  thereto.  I  beg  your  Excel- 
lency to  return  uw  the  original  letter  inclosed,  together  with 
such  directions  to  me  relative  to  the  Contents,  as  you  shall 
deem  necessary. 

I  am  your  most  obiMlt.  ^^'  very  lium.  srrvt. 

Peter  Yates. 
Schachtekoke,  28  Aug.  1781. 

P.  S.     I  beg  your  Excellency  to  write  u\c  on  tlu^  subject  as  soon 

as  possible  that  I  nuiy  know  how  to  londiirt  myself  as  1  I'xpect 

Trouble  daily;  and  great  Confusion,  if  sonu^thing  is  not  speedily 

done. 
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I>i:ait   of   OovFKNoii   Clinton's   Kkply   of   mi:    Ini    IMiox.    to 

PirrFii  Vatks. 

Pokooi)«ie  4th  Sept.  1781. 

Sir,  I  \\;\\o  to  :u'knoNvl(>(l.i:r  llio  rcccijit  of  your  I.oth  r  of  thf 
*J8th  Aiipit.  iii(l()siii«j:  one  Iroin  Thus.  (Tiiitcmlcn  tu  you  «S:  a  Copy 
of  your  AiiswiM".  The  Oriirinal,  ni:rocaM(»  to  your  KcMpiost,  is 
now  return(»d. 

I  presume  the  iuhabitants  mentioned  in  his  Txitter  to  be 
drafted  into  the  Service  of  tliis  State  are  Detaehments  made 
from  l)rliii(iuenL"  Chisses  within  the  known  liniitcs  of  your  Kegi- 
ment.  pursuant  to  my  Orders  of  the  1st  .Tuly  last.  Tliis  heinp: 
the  ease  I  have  no  further  Directions  to  give  you  on  the  subject. 
These  orders  are  founded  on  a  Law  of  the  State  which  I  have 
neither  Power  or  Inclination  to  dispense  with  «S:  they  will  of 
course  be  the  ruh'  of  your  Conduct.  Should  Mr.  Chittenden 
intend  to  interrupt  you  in  tli<^  Execution  of  them  X:  thereby  dis- 
turb the  Peace  of  the  Confederac}-,  he  must  answer  the  Conse- 
quences.    I  am,  &c. 


Copy  of  Thomas  Ciiittrnden^s  Letter  to  Peter  Yates. 

Arlington,  L'lth  Augt.  1781. 
Sir,  I  am  unliappy  in  hearing  tliat  you  are  ofliciously  engaged 
in  exercising  tlie  authority  of  New  V<»rk  within  the  western 
Claims  of  this  State  l>.\  di  aught  ing  and  fort  il.iy  comindling  foun- 
dry Inhabitant.s  on  tin"  East  sido  of  ilir  Hudson  lin  th.-  (hnni 
aforesaid)  into  t!io  service  of  the  State  of  New  York,  And  under 
what  Pretext  soever  1  considei-  it  done  in  l><'S])ite  :ind  for  tlie 
Purpose  of  creating  disregard  to  tlie  .Jurisdiction  «»f  this  State. 
1  am  very  loth  to  enter  into  (and  absolutely  refusi')  an  alterca- 
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tion  of  this  kind,  while  I  consider  the  danger  the  Frontiers  and 
even  the  City  of  Albany  is  in,  from  the  Common  Enemy. 

The  late  Exertions  of  the  People  in  the  Union  witness  their 
Alacrity  and  Conditions  of  Defence  to  this  Government  and  the 
Common  Cause.  They  therefore  need  no  authority  but  what  is 
derived  from  this  State.  I  must  therefore  earnestly  request  you 
to  desist  exercising  your  power  over  any  of  those  People  for  I 
assure  you.  Sir,  the  Consequences  will  be  inconvenient. 

A  Determination  of  Congress  may  decide  these  Jurisdictional 

disputes  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  Parties,  but  until  then  you 

may  depend  that  Government  will  not  be  impeded  to  the  extent 

of  the  Claim,  neither  will  your  persisting  in  Contempt  thereof 

pass  with  impunity.     I  am  Sir,  your  hum.  Obed.  Servant 

Thos.  Chittenden. 
Colo.  Yates. 


Reply  of  Colonel  Yates  to  Thomas  Chiitenden. 

Sir,  You  are  wrong  in  supposing  that  I  act  as  Colonel  in 
despite  and  to  create  disregard  to  the  Jurisdiction  claimed  by 
Vermont.  As  a  Colonel  of  Militia  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
you  can  be  no  Stranger  that  I  have  taken  an  Oath  of  Oftice,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  that  Trust;  as  also  an  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance to  the  State,  long  before  the  time  it  was  even  in  contem- 
plation that  Vermont  would  assume  a  Jurisdictional  Claim  west- 
ward from  the  Grants  to  Hudsons  River.  Do  you  conceive  Sir, 
I  can  dispense  with  this  oath  because  a  few  discontented  Whigs 
(sui)ported  by  the  Tories  of  our  District)  have  joined  in  Union 
with  you.  As  an  Inliabitant  and  a  Military  OlVicer  in  the  State 
of  New  York  (o  whom  honor  and  the  obligation  of  an  Oath  is 
sacred,  I  hold  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  Obey  the  orders  I 
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received  from   my  Superioiir  OHiccrs  in  tlic  S:ii(l   SImIc  rnlcss 
Conpresa  sliould  alter  tlie  juri^'(li('tion. 

Voii  (h'sii-c  \nr  \o  d<'sist  from  exercising  any  Aniluuily  uiultT 
tlie  State  of  New  York,  iiiilil  ('onj^rcss  shall  decide  these  juris- 
dirtional  nispiit(»<5.  but  do  yon  think  it  jnst  and  (MpiitaMe  that  T 
should  submit  to  vour  Government,  and  violate  mv  oalh  of  Alle- 
gjianre,  before  the  Supreme  Tribunal  of  the  (^)nfederated  States 
shall  determine  the  Jurisdietion  in  your  favour?  Or  does  your 
Assumption  of  the  powers  of  Government,  over  any  extent  of 
Country  constitute  a  KiL::ht  until  Conj^ress  ])re6;cribes  your  l^im- 
its,  or  do  your  proceedings  not  rather  evince  that  you  mean  to 
avail  yourselves  of  the  distresses  of  the  Confederated  States 
and  Assume  Rights  in  Oj)position  to  them,  iS:  incompatible  with 
the  Confederacy. 

Whatever  con.>equences  may  attend  my  non  Compliance  with 
your  requisition,  I  mean  to  do  my  duty  as  an  honest  and  con- 
scientious man  and  I  leave  it  to  God  and  Congress  to  decide 
between  us. 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  humble  servt. 
Schachtekoke  I'Tth  Auirt.  17S1. 


[Xo.  non.] 

Dduirl  ]foffr(\  }\'iU'ui)n  Williams  and  -ihn/h  Mmjuirc,  Claii.iintj  to  he 
Jiritish  Drsrrtirs,  Uaiimj  lUrn  Arnsird  on  a  Chat'fjr  of 
Countcrfi  xtinn,  .\s1:  dorrrnor  (H7itnn\s  fnfrrccfisii))!. 

Poughkeepsie  Gaol,  Augt.  I'D,  17S1. 
Honoured  Sir,    We  humbly  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  Ex- 
cuse us  your  Humble  Petislioners  for  Troubling  your  Excellency 
with   the  request  of  iicfriendiiig  us  at   this  preseut.     NVe  are 
three  Boldiers  In  the  Eight  Months  Service  who  is  charged  with 
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Oounterfiting  some  Dollars  that  we  took  innocenly  of  a  Man 
that  sent  the  Money  by  us  to  Purchase  him  some  Linnen  to  Ware, 
but  it  being  found  to  be  Bad  we  three  are  taken  up  on  Suspicion 
of  Being  Acompliance  to  It.  But  the  man  has  since  made  his  es- 
cape and  we  are  now  under  Confinement  for  the  Same.  May  it 
pleas  your  Excellency  We  are  all  three  Deserters  from  the 
British  Service  and  has  allways  since  Behavouring  true  to  the 
States  of  America  Which  the  Capt.  Gilbert  Lewiston  that  is  in 
town  can  certifie  that  we  have  Behaived  ourselves  Well  and  sol- 
dier like.  Besides  the  Inhabitants  can  recommend  us  for  our 
good  behaviour  ever  since  we  resided  within  the  State. 

Daniel  Moore,  William  Williams,  Hugh  Maguire. 


[No.  3945.] 

General  Heath  Asks  Governor  Clinton  for  Information  Regarding 
the  Foliage  and  Flour  Question — The  Governor  s  Reply. 

Headquarters,  Peekskill,  August  29,  1781. 
Sir,  I  am  informed  that  this  army  must  in  a  great  measure 
depend  on  the  State  of  New  York  for  a  supply  of  flour.  This 
leads  me  to  request  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted  as  will 
seasonably  and  effectually  ensure  the  supplies.  I  propose  West- 
point  as  our  grand  magazine,  and  wish  the  flour  which  is  to  be 
furnished  by  your  State  may  be  deposited  there  with  all  possible 
expedition.  The  army  will  stand  in  need  of  large  quantities  of 
forage.  Such  as  can  be  drawn  from  below  the  lines,  will  be  se- 
cured. This,  however,  will  be  but  an  inconsiderable  (juantity, 
compared  with  our  wants.  1  will  (liank  you  for  information 
whether  any  recjuisilioiis  for  forage  have  been  made  on  the  State, 
or  in  what  way  the  forage  necessary  can  bo  obtained. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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PUAI  T   OF  (lOVKUNOU  ("LINTON's  RkPLY   TO  OdNKRAL  TTiOATH. 

Poukeepsie  1st  September  1781. 

Sir,  Tilt'  State  lias  loii^  since  iiKule  provision  for  collecting  its 
full  (^>ii(tta  of  speciiic  sn]>plies:  and  I  liavo  reason  to  believe  the 
state  Agent  is  pursuing  the  Measures  directed  by  I>aw  to  have 
them  collected.  How  far  he  has  accomplished  this  business 
already  &  when  he  will  be  able  fully  to  effect  it,  I  am  not  able  to 
determine  ^:  as  he  is  not  at  present  in  this  neighborhood,  I  can 
not  be  informed. 

There  have  not  been  any  requisitions  for  Forage  made  on  this 
State  &  I  presume  the  necessary  supplies  can  be  obtained  in  no 
other  way  than  by  Purchase.  I  thank  you  for  your  attention 
in  causing  the  Persons  guilty  of  plundering  on  Long  Island  to  be 
apprehended  &  sent  to  this  Place,  &  am  with  Great  Esteem  & 
regard,  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedt.  Servt. 


[No.  304G.] 

Colonel  Wcisscnfvls  Foncards  to  the  Governor  a  List  of  the  O/Jiecrs 

of  11  is  liiijiment. 

Fishkill.  August  '2!)th,  1781. 

Sir,  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  t  a  list  of  the  olTicers 
of  the  Kegiment — and  as  Mr.  llannKne.  on  account  of  his  bad 
state  of  health,  requested  nn'  to  ac(|nMint  ^'onr  I'.xcellcncy  that 
he  cannot  serve,  1  have  not  mentioned  his  name  -  so  that  there 
appear  two  vacancys. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  Mr.  Hannen. 

I  would  I>e  glad  to  have  your  Excellency's  order  what  shall  be 
done  with  Winalow. 
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I  have  sent  my  return  to  General  McDougal,  and  waite  his 
order. 

I  am  with  Respect  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  humble 
servant. 

P.  S.     I  made  a  mistake  there  are  three  vacancys. 

List  of  officers,  as  they  stand  arranged — Colo  Weissenfels 
Kegiment  of  Levies. 


CAPTAINS 

Subaltern 

Staff 

Goodwin 
Dodge 

Schepherd 

McArthur 
5  V.  Wyclc 
(  Weeks 

Ponderson 
(  Finch 
'  -Weissenfels 

Mott,  Q.  M. 
Welsh,  adjut. 

White 

Hunt 

Thompson 
Brewster 

Hanuen 
JTuthlll 
(  Gllderslleve 
(  Meyers 

Elsworth 

Stewart 

[No.  3947.] 

Respecting  Exchange  of  Prisoners — The  Board  of  Comindssioncrs  at 
Albany  to  Governor  Clinton  and  the  Governor  s  Reply. 

Albany,  30th  August  17S1. 

Sir,  Application  has  been  made  to  ue  within  a  few  days  by  sev- 
eral Women  whose  Husbands  are  with  the  Enemy  who  are  de- 
sirous of  being  exchanged.  We  have  long  wished  that  they 
should  be  removed  and  have  made  repeated  Application  for  a 
copy  of  the  last  Act  for  their  Removal  &  as  we  have  not  been 
furnished  with  a  Copy  of  it,  we  presume  that  possibly  for  Reasons 
of  State  it  may  have  been  detained;  we  are  well  persuaded  that 
tliey  are  the  cause  of  infinite  Mischief  and  have  Reason  to  tliink 
that  their  Removal  would  be  attended  with  great  Advantage  to 
the  State. 

We  inclose  your  Excellency  a  List  of  those  Persons  who  have 
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inadt'   Ajiiilicntion   lo  lie  (*xcli:niLr<'<l  mtkI   would   siilnnil    to  vour 
Exc'elkMn;\  I  111'  Kxpi'dii'iicv  of  ilu-  .M(  asurc 

Parson  Stewart  has  also  liccii  with  us  and  says  (liat  lir  lias 
givcMi  Bonds  last  Spring  to  (iciu  ral  Clinton  to  send  from  Canada 
in  I\xrhan^n'  lor  liimsrlf,  Colo,  (iordoii,  or  some  other  Persons 
mrntion<Ml  in  tlu*  said  P>ond;  he  is  very  pressing::  to  ^o  and  thinks 
nothing'  fmllicr  is  necessary  than  a  Ihscharge  from  iis  which  we 
have  declined  to  «::ive  him,  till  we  have  heard  from  yonr  Excel- 
lency which  we  wish  as  soon  as  possible. 

Inclosed  wo  also  send  your  Excellency  a  coi)y  of  a  Parole 
which  Mr.  Adam  Fonda  has  entered  into  j)revioufi  to  his  Depar- 
ture from  Canada;  he  is  anxious  to  have  it  determined  whether 
he  is  to  be  exchanged  for  Young  Smith  and  would  wish  to  know 
your  Excellency's  Pleasure  concerning  the  Matter. 

We  are  informed  by  some  of  the  Prisoners  (of  which  127  we 
hear  are  come  from  Canada  for  dilferent  States)  that  they  ap- 
pear in  Canada  to  be  solicitous  to  have  Pari-on  Stewart 
exchanged,  and  there  is  the  greatest  Probability  that  if  he 
should  be  sent  to  Canada,  that  the  Commanding  otlicer  in  that 
Department  would  immediately  s<'nd  out  Colo.  Gordon; — 
whether  the  prisent  Situation  of  i'ublick  Atlairs  will  admit  of 
his  being  sent  or  any  other  at  this  Time  is  a  Matter  which  we 
likewifre  submit  to  your  Excellency.     We  are  Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  &  Ilumb.  Servants. 

Saml.  Stringer, 

Stewart  Dean, 

Isaac  I).  Fonda, 

Commiss.  for  Conspiracy. 

P.  S.  W'v  would  sugg<'st  it  to  your  Excellency  if  you  should 
think  ]»r<>|)er  to  exchange  Young  Smith  (who  is  in  connnement) 
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whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  do  it  with  a  Provision  that 
he  remains  here  till  his  Father  Dr.  Smith  sends  out  an  Exchange 
for  his  own  Person. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

On  Board  the  Royal  George,  Lake  Champlain,  2l3t  August,  1781. 

We  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  Exchanging  of  Prisoners  with  the  Approba- 
tion of  his  Excellency  General  Haldimand,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Canada  Permit  Adam  Fonda,  to  go  to  his  Home  upon  Parole  and  that  he  will  send 
in  Exchange  for  him  Terence  Smyth  Prisoner  in  Albany. 

In  behalf  of  the  Commissrs.  A,  Dundas,  Major. 

To  the  Authority  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

Governor  Clinton  to  the  Commissioners. 

Poukeepsie  7th  Septr.  1781. 
Gentlemen,  This  morning  I  addressed  a  letter  to  youf  Board 
requesting  you  to  communicate  with  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Department  my  Consent  that  the  several  Women  therein 
mentioned  should  go  to  Canada  where  their  Husbands  or 
Friends  are  (provided  you  are  possessed  of  no  circumstances 
respecting  them  which  would  render  the  Indulgence  improper) 
that  he  might  grant  Uumu  passes  for  the  I'urposr  if  he  judged 
it  expedient.  I  also  informed  you  that  I  had  wrote  to  Genl. 
Starke  respecting  Pai'eon  Stuart  i^  Young  Smith,  that  you  might 
in  case  of  any  application  refer  them  to  him.  I  have  since  been 
favored  with  your  letter  of  the  301  h  ultimo  &  now  inclose  you  my 
consent  that  the  Women  &  Children  mentioned  in  llie  list  you 
transmitted,  be  peniiillcd  to  pass  to  Canada,  as  1  am  not  pos- 
sessed of  the  last  Law  for  sending  olT  the  Women  whose  Hus- 
bands are  with  the  Enemy,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  is 
merely  a  renewal  of  the  Former,  which  madc^  it  tlie  Business 
of  an  ordinary  MagistraU'  (o  notify  llicni  to  (it'i>art,  whicli  tlicy 
were  to  do  within  -0  days  or  be  out  of,  the  I'rotcciion  of  the 
Laws  of  the  State.     I  perfiMtly  coincide  in  Sentiment  with  you 

respecting  Young  Smith  ^:  1  have  so  expressed  myself  to  (lenl. 
IS 
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Starko.  Cnj^ts.  Wood  or  l>r:ikt'  arc  llic  Persons  Dv.  Smitli  lias 
despati'lu'd  lo  have  exchanged  &  Colo.  (Jordon  is  one  of  llic  Per- 
sons iiaiiH'd  in  Stuarts  Bond. 

I  am  ( 'icnt  lenuMi,  with  greatest  respect  Your  Most  Obedt. 
Servt. 

[No.  31)48.] 

The  Reverend  John   Stuart   lirim/s   I  p   a   .]fatttr  af  Exchange  to 
Governor  Clinton,  and  Incidentally  Ilis  Reverses. 

Augt.  ;J(),  1781. 

Sir,  I  take  the  T.i!>erty  of  addressing  your  Excellency  in  Re- 
gard to  my  jueseut  Situation,  hoping  that  your  known  Humanity 
to  the  distressed  will  j)ronipt  you  to  grant  me  Relief. 

In  Ajtril  last,  I  had  your  Excellency's  Permission  to  proceed 
to  Canada  by  the  first  Flagg,  having  given  bond  in  £5(10  to  send 
either  Messrs.  Gordon,  Harper,  Snyder  or  Fonda  in  P^xchange 
for  me.  Now,  Sir,  Mr.  Fonda  ie^  returned  in  Exchange  for  Dr. 
Smith's  Son,  &  informs  that  Mr.  Gordon  will  not  be  given  for 
me  at  present.  Sir  John  Johnson  having  sent  the  sd.  Fonda 
upon  a  verbal  Promise  that  1  should  be  returned  in  his  stead. 
Genl.  Clinton  has  not  left  my  bonds  here  that  they  might  bb 
altered  to  suit  circumstancee. 

Fonda  informs  that  the  Hoats  in  which  he  came  are  to  remain 
at  Skeenesburgh  until  the  2()th  of  Sepr.  to  take  in  the  Prisoners 
in  return:  upon  which  I  aj)plied  t<>  I  he  Commissrs.  for  a  Per- 
mission to  embrace  the  opportunity.  They  think  they  are  not 
justifiable  in  granting  it,  without  ]ireviour.ly  havini:  your  Ex- 
cellency's orders  for  that  Purpose,  in  which  Case  they  v  ill  have 
no  objection. 

Genl.  Starks  waits  likewi.se  for  your  Pleasure  on  thi«  subject. 

Mj  present  situation  obliges  me  to  be  importunate  with  your 
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Excellency — my  Farm  &  Crop  are  taken  from  me,  the  only  means 
T  had  of  maintaining  my  small  Family:  And  as  the  last  Resource 
I  am  not  permitted  to  open  a  School  (which  I  intended)  on  the 
pretence  that  a  Prisoner  is  to  intituled  to  the  Liberty  of  exer- 
cising any  lucrative  profession. 

The  Bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Gonzebert,  will  acquaint  your  Excell'y: 
with  further  Particulars. 

Now  my  Request  is  that  your  Excelly:  would  signify  your 
Pleasure  in  this  Matter  (as  soon  as  possible)  to  Genl.  Starks, 
that  I  may  have  sufficient  time  to  prepare  myself  for  the  Jour- 
ney:— and  that  my  bonds  (if  left  in  your  possession)  might  be 
sent  to  Albany  to  undergo  any  Alteration  that  may  be  deemed 
necessary. 

Your  Excellency's  compliance  with  my  Request  will  be  es- 
teemed a  great  obligation.  By  Sir,  Your  most  Obedt.  &  Very 
huml.  Servt.  ^ 

Albany. 
Govr.  Clinton. 

[No.  3949.] 

Governor'    Clinton    Calls    Colonel    Wcissenfds    to    Account    for    an 

Outrage    Committed    Ipon    Mr.    Freer    hi/    a    Partij    from    His 

Regiment. 

Pokoepsie,  .'^Olh  Augt.  1781. 

Sir,  Complaint  has  been  this  Day  made  to  me  of  gr^at  ex- 
cesses havincr  been  committed  bv  a  Partv  from  vour  rejxinunt 
under  the  Command  of  a  commissioned  Olliccr,  on  (lie  IVtsou 
of  Benjamin  Frc^-e,  of  New  Marlborougli  in  Ulster  County,  whom 
I  am  informed  af((^r  having  beat  abused  ^*s:  ireafiMl  in  {ho  most 
cruel  i^  ignominous  manner,  they  have  taken  Prisoner  ^:  con- 
veyed to  Fishkill  where  they  threatened  to  have  Military  Punish- 
ment inflicted  upon  him.     As  I  have  to  good  an  Opinion  of  you 
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to  bi*li(»vo  that  cnorinitifs  so  contrary  to  the  ri«;lits  of  the  siih- 
jeet  of  a  Free  State  &  contemptuous  of  authority  can  liave  been 
sanctified  by  your  Order  or  even  previous  knowledge.  1  am 
persuaded  tiiat  tlie  .Moment  you  receive  this  Information, 
Frere  will  unless  he  is  a  person  detached  by  Order  of  the  Com- 
mander of  Ww  ^filitia  li<^irimont  to  wliich  he  bclonjrs,  be  imine- 
diately  released  and  reparation  made  him  for  the  injury  done  to 
liim;  and  the  OlVicer  commandin*::  tlie  Party  called  to  strict  ac- 
count for  his  conduct.  From  your  Character  1  trust  this  inti- 
mation will  have  a  great  weight  [a^]  with  a  Positive  Order.  I 
am  8ir,  with  great  regard  Yours  .Sic 


[No.  3050.] 

White    Creek    Citizens    I'rohst    to    Governor   Clinton    Against    the 
Proceedings  in  Vermont  Against  Neic  York. 

White  Creek,  Aug.  31,  1781. 

Hon.  S^r..  Whereas  Congress  hath  passed  certain  Resolves  re- 
specting the  State  of  Vermont,  and  are  about  to  determine  that 
matter,  We  tho't  Exi)edient  to  transmitt  you  the  proceedings  of 
those  who  seem  to  favour  them  in  there  Unjust  Claim,  in  this 
District,  so  that  Congress  might  not  be  deceived  by  reports 
propagated  to  Injure  the  State  of  New  Yoi-k  as  well  as  its  sub- 
jects in  this  Part. 

When  the  first  Meeting  was  held  respecting  the  Matter,  very 
few  had  any  notice  given  them,  and  I  he  Hepresentatives  were 
Chosen  by  Eight  only  iiotwiihslandiiig  there  were  uj)wards  of 
ITiO  free  holders. 

The  next  Meeting  the  Inliabitants  mett  in  General  and  when 
the  Votes  were  taken,  it  appeared  there  were  two  for  one  in 
favor  for  New  York.     In  that  manner  the  Matter  now  stands. 
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Notwithstanding  the  Great  Majority  in  favour  of  New  York 
they  have  chosen  Civil  and  Military  Officers,  and  are  about  to 
collect  Taxes  and  Raise  Men.  A  Large  Number  have  Entered 
into  Combination  both  in  this  District  and  Black  Creek  to  op- 
pose it  with  their  Lives  &  fortunes,  till  Congress  shall  determine 
it.  We  are,  therefore,  desireous  of  your  Excellency's  opinion  in 
the  Matter  and  directions  how  to  conduct  for  the  future.  We 
regret  the  situation  we  are  in,  as  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to 
believe  the  Enemy  will  visit  us  in  Force,  in  a  few  days.  Scarce 
any  Amunition,  tho  we  are  about  to  send  to  Albany,  in  pursuance 
of  Directions  to  Colo.  Pain,  no  field  Officers  worth  Notice  in  the 
County,  nor  Guards,  excepting  a  few  from  Vermont  for  a  few 
days  in  front  of  Us.  Its  true  there  are  about  200  at  Saratoga, 
but  as  the  Enemy  can  easily  penetrate  between  fort  Edward  & 
Skeansbrough — to  us  without  being  Discovered,  it  w'd.  be  ex- 
pedient that  a  scouting  party  ought  to  be  kept  in  that  Quarter. 
There  are  men  to  be  raised  in  this  District  by  a  late  Law,  but 
the  Classes  are  so  intermixed  with  Vermonters,  it  cannot  be 
easily  done  tho  the  friends  to  New  York  will  exert  themselves, 
And  in  case  it  can  be  done  we  must  request  you  will  send  to 
Genl.  Stark  for  there  being  placed  here. 

We  have  nothing  to  inform  you  as  to  News;  only  that  there 
are  ten  Small  Scouts  of  the  Enemy  Lurking  about  us. 

R(Miiain  your  Excellency's  Afost  obod.  jind  most  llninlt\  Servt. 

Jno.  ^^'illiams. 

Joseph  McCraken. 

riamilt.  McCallister. 

Ebenzr.  Russel. 

John  Armstrong. 

N.  B.     Since  writing  ordci's  from  \'(>nn(>nt  is  riM'iMved  for  rais- 
ing men. 
To  Governor  Clinton. 
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fXo.  nor.i.] 

General  Stark  f.ni/s  a  Line  nf  (irieranees  Ihfore  Oovertiar  Clinton. 

Albany,  ;nst  Aiij^nist  1781. 

Vi'iw  Sir.  My  cinharrnssinrnls  in  fliis  «l<']»ari  iin'iij  ar<'  almost 
inti)h*ral)l('.  I  lia\f  not  a  siiii;!*'  ^lain  of  forrai;;*'  uov  none  can 
I  I  nor  11  re.  When  1  apply  lo  I  he  <^>u;irhM-  Master  lie  says,  "  W'liat 
can  1  do,''  and  that  is  all  I  can  .i:ot  from  liim;  lliat  is  all  that  lie 
does,  ami  almost  all  that  he  says.  Vou  must  be  sensible  that  it 
will  be  impossiblo  to  transact  the  Public  business  without  some 
majxazine  of  forrage  is  laid  u]),  or  at  least  some  for  immediate 
consumption.  It  is  a  month  that  I  have  been  on  the  ground,  and 
rec*d.  nothin;^  from  the  Quarter  ^faster  except  a  little  swamp 
hay  and  none  of  that  for  these  ten  days. 

I  have  almost  daily  calls  fi'oni  the  frontiers  for  Provisions, 
but  am  not  able  to  send  them  any  assistance  as  the  Quarter  Mas- 
ter has  no  mon<y  to  hire  Teams,  and  no  authority  to  im]>ress 
them;  and  as  you  proinise(l  me  every  assistance  in  your  ]>ower 
to  facilitate  my  command  and  the  i'ublic  business,  1  must  now 
claim  the  benefit  of  your  ]»romise,  and  befj  your  assistance  in 
this  critical  Period. 

Major  Shurtliff,  who  will  have  the  Honor  of  Didiverinj;  this, 
can  enumerate  many  difliculties  that  I  have  not  mentioned,  aTid 
which  if  meniioned.  would  stretch  this  Icller  beyond  its  designed 
length.  I  shall  be  vei-y  happy  to  be  favored  with  your  adviro. 
and  shall  apj>ri8<»  you  of  all  intelligenc«*  that  comes  to  my  Unowl 
edge  which  ai»pear8  to  affect  the  State. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedt. 
iV  very  hble.  Servant. 
Ony.  Olinton. 
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[No.  3952.] 

Governor  Livingston  Declines  Mrs.  Bancker^s  Request  for  a  Pass  to 
New  York  and  Gives  Governor  Clinton  His  Reasons. 

Trenton,  31st  Augt.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  just  now  honoured  with  your  Excellency's 
Letter  of  the  26th  Instant  in  favour  of  my  granting  a  Passport 
to  Mrs.  Banker  to  go  to  New  York  upon  private  Business  &  to 
return  into  this  State. 

I  am  confident  I  need  use  no  Arguments  with  your  Excellency 
of  my  readiness  to  pay  the  utmost  attention  to  your  Recom- 
mendations; &  that  nothing  but  my  apprehensions  of  the  ill 
consequences  of  the  Precedent  &  my  greater  opportunities  of 
knowing  the  political  Character  of  the  Lady  could  prevail  upon 
me  to  submit  to  the  mortification  of  disappointing  her  after 
being  recommended  by  so  respectable  an  Intercessor. 

From  the  incredible  Number  of  applicants  to  go  into  the 
Enemy's  lines  on  private  business,  some  of  whom  made  use  of 
that  pretence  merely  to  deceive,  &  others  who  really  had  de- 
mands in  New  York,  were  constantly  disappointed  in  their  ex- 
pectations of  succeeding,  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
refuse  all  such  applications,  except  as  to  those  who  previously 
furnished  me  with  probable  evidence  thai  they  would  obtain 
their  debts  by  going  in  person,  &  not  without  it.  And  even  to 
those  of  this  Class  who  have  been  peculiarly  distinguished  for 
their  disaffecUon  to  our  Cause,  &  conseiiuently  entitled  to  no 
favour  from  (lOverninenl,  1  have  relusi'd  it  by  way  of  punish 
nuMit  for  their  malii;nily,  save  only  on  tlio  condition  of  not 
returning,  which  not  favouring  their  treacherous  designs,  few  of 
them  have  been  willing  to  accept.  ^ly  adherence  to  this  Plan, 
has  reduced  those  kind  of  Itinerants  within  pro^Kn*  bounds;  & 
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ii  i>  (•!  ilir  utmost  iinportanro  to  ihc  puMic.  Hint  1  do  not  diniato 
from  this  line  of  Comliut.  Tlu*  Lady  in  (inc^lion  lias,  during 
luT  residiMirc  with  iis,  hccn  always  reputed  a  Tory.  It  is  not 
clear  to  nu*  that  she  has  any  private  business  at  New  York.  If 
she  has,  her  Interrst  with  tiie  i^ritie^h  is,  I  douht  not,  sullieient 
to  have  it  transacted  by  her  Fri<mds,  iK:  lier  obt;\ininp:  a  pass 
would  give  umbrage  to  hundreds  of  good  and  zealous  \\'higs  in 
this  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  esteem  Your  Excel- 
lency 6  most  obedient  servant, 
liis  Excellency  (Joveruor  Clinton. 


[No.  3953.] 

Report   of  Judges   to   Govcrtwr   Clinton   as   to   the   Convictions   of 
JiuffjUirs  at  the  l^pecial  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  3954.] 

The    Case   of    lUnjamin    Freer — Colonel    Weisscnfels    to    Governor 

Clinton. 

Fishkill,  Sept.  1st,  1781. 

Sir,  Inrjosed  is  a  letter  from  ra])tain  Goodwin,  which  this 
morning  was  to  be  sent  to  your  Excellency,  with  Mr.  I'rair.  I 
know  nothing  about  the  Matter,  only  that  Mr.  McArthur  re- 
quested of  me  a  file  of  men  to  Convey  a  fellow  to  this  place,  of 
a  bad  Character.  Nothing  <'an  be  nioore  distret-sed  to  my  feel- 
ings, then  that  by  my  knowledge  the  libertys  of  any  subject 
should  be  infringed,  and  1  nlwais  have  given  iii:inir«'st  tokens  of 
my  Respect  to  the  Civill  autli(»rity.  I  will  order  Mr.  McArthur 
to  Poughkeepsy  to  attend — and  answer  for  his  Conduct.  1  am 
Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obiedent  and  humble  servt. 
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Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

Pokeepsie,  1st  September  1781. 
Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  equal  Date  accom- 
panied with  those  from  Capt.  Godwin  and  Mr.  McArthur.  No 
Conduct  of  Frere's  however  reprehensible,  could  justify  taking 
him  in  custody  by  Military  Authority.  If  he  has  acted  in  the 
manner  represented,  he  is  liable  to  Answer  for  his  Offence  as 
the  law  prescribed  and  bear  the  punishment  inflicted.  There- 
fore, without  examining  any  Witnesses  on  the  subject  I  must 
insist  on  his  being  immediately  released  in  the  first  instance, 
and  Reperation  made  for  the  Injury  done  him.  I  cannot  doubt 
your  attachment  to  order  and  good  government,  &  I  am  Sir, 
Your  Most  Obedt.  Servt. 

Captain  Henry  Godwin  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Fishkill,  August  31,  1781. 

Sir,  The  Prisoner  Benjamin  Frayer  herewith  sent  to  Your 
Excellency  became  Security  to  me  for  the  Delivery  of  one  John 
Salsbury  whom  he  brought  to  be  mustered — but  has  since  de- 
serted. I  wrote  and  likewise  sent  to  said  Frayer  to  produce 
an  other  person,  but  he  absolutely  refused,  and  in  a  most  ridicu- 
lous manner  he  abused  the  Muster  Master  and  gave  other  abu- 
sive Language.  I  ai)plied  as  well  as  Lieut.  McArthur  to  Colonel 
Wiessenvelts  on  the  subject  and  he  sent  l\)r  him  to  this  post. 

Your  Excellency  has  his  Crime  Inclosed  and  will  Deal  with 
him  as  you  think  fitt. 
His  Excellency  George  (^lin(on,  Esqr. 

Lieutenant  Alexander  McAutiiur  to  Captain  Henry  Godwin. 

New  l>urgh,  olst  of  August  ITSt. 
Dear  Sir,   I  herewith  send  by  the  bearer,  Sergeant  Ward,  the 
person  of  Benjamin  I.  Frayer,  head  of  a  Class.     The  Crime  of 
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the  prisoniM'  cmii  be  more  fnlly  made  Out  wIh'ii  yon  Exaniino 
Serjeiit  W  :ii'«l.  who  knows  tlio  Several  Witnesses  ajxninst  the 
prisoner.  Tlirir  Nanws  Arc  John  Scott,  Capt.  Sihis  Purdy, 
Charles  Snilli-n,  Francis  Sniiih. 

His  Crime  at  Present  as  1  nndcrstand  from  Scrjcnt  Ward,  is, 
first,  for  bcinj:  concerned  with  John  Salisbnry,  the  ])erson  who 
he  hired  for  the  Class  in  Takinjj:  his  Arms  from  him,  &  Adviseing 
him  to  deseri..  IM  for  Ininjj^inj;  the  person  without  Arms  &  proper 
A])pointments,  to  be  mnstere<l,  &  on  his  Way  to  Borrow  Arms, 
On  purpose  to  Deceive  th(^  MusUr  blaster,  lUl  As  the  Muster 
Master  was  A])j)rized  of  the  above  Behaviour,  sent  Mr.  Frayer 
a  Ix^tter,  in  which  was  requested  that  he  would  furnish  Another 
man  in  the  place  of  tlic  above  John  Salisbury.  He  immediately 
befjan  to  abuse  the  Serjent  in  a  very  Abrupt  Manner,  &  Dam'd 
him  cV:  the  Muster  Master.  The  Above  W  iinesses  can  from  what 
I  have  heard,  inform  you  mon^  T\'irtieularly  Conrerninij  the  pris- 
oners Conduct  in  ihis  X'illainous  AtVair. 

I  am  with  Proper  Bespect  Or.  Sir,  Your  Most  Obedt.  &  Very 
Humble  Servant. 

The  prisoner  was  very  obstinate  last  Evenin*;,  when  we  took 
him  vV:  Swore  all  the  Mi'U  in  FishUill  couhl  not  brin^  him  there, 
but  he  has  fnund  his  mistak(\ 


[No.  .-^,1).").'.] 

Govrnwr  ('lintoii  to  (!nn ml  Slark  Ji(i/ar<limj  IUkjs  nud  lUchamjcs 

of  Prisonrrs. 

Pokeepsie,   1st   Sept.   1781. 
Dear  Sir,   When  I  was  in  Albany  last  winter  1  addresed  a  Let- 
ter to  Govern(>r  Haldifnand  re8i)ectinj;  the  Kxchanpe  &  Libera- 
tions of  a  number  df  WOrnen  ».^'  Children  capinred  l»y  the  Enemy 
on  the  Frontiers  of  this  Stale  which  was  lo  have  been  forwardeil 
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by  a  Flagg.  Brigr.  Genl.  Clinton  intended  sending  to  Canada  to 
effect  the  Exchange  of  Doctor  Smith  &  others.  But  it  seemed 
the  Situation  of  our  Affairs  while  he  had  the  Command,  rendered 
such  Communication  inexpedient  &  he  has  returned  me  the  let- 
ter &  Papers  least  the  forwarding  of  them  at  this  late  Day  might 
be  deemed  improper.  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  them 
to  you  &  to  request  that  the  Letter  be  forwarded  by  the  first 
Flagg;  as  the  Letter  is  sealed  I  enclose  30U  a  copy  of  it  to  which 
and  the  other  inclosed  Papers  I  begg  LeaA'e  to  refer  you  for  In- 
formation. It  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  observe,  that  I  am 
possessed  of  the  obligation  of  Mr.  Stuart,  executed  by  him- 
self &  two  Freeholders,  complying  with  the  Condition  ex- 
pressed in  the  Paper  signifying  my  Consent  to  his  being 
exchanged  &  for  the  Liberation  of  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State 
now  a  Prisoner  with  the  Enemy  for  a  Negro  Man,  he  is  to  be 
permitted  to  take  with  him.  And  also  of  Doctor  Smith's  obliga- 
tion also  subscribed  by  two  other  Persons  for  the  Exchange  of 
Capt.  Wood  or  Drake  agreable  to  the  State  Commissary  of  Pris- 
oner's Certificate.  You  will  find  among  the  Papers  now  trans- 
mitted, a  Petition  of  ISIargaret  McKenny  supported  by  one  in 
Favour  of  her  Bequest  by  a  nunilxu"  of  the  most  respectable^  In- 
habitants of  Schenc'cfady.  I  should  be  hai)})y  if  I  was  at  Libi^rty 
to  grant  her  the  indulgence  she  asks,  as  I  believe  her  Case  (&  it 
is  an  extreani  hard  one)  is  truly  represented  by  (he  Gentlemen 
of  Schenectady  wIjo  have  inl(M'fered  in  \\vv  behalf.  But.  how- 
ever, Insignilicaiit  in  Characici',  I  do  not  conceive  niysdf  aiuhor- 
ized  to  pennil  a  siibjcM-l  of  jlic  Slalc^  to  I'haiip:!^  thcMr  AlU'^iance 
without  a  Coniplyance  with  a  Law  of  tlie  State  which  impowera 
me  to  exchange  them  on  malviiiu  i>roper  api)lication  for  the 
Purpose  as  mentioned  in  my  Certificate  at  the  Foot  of  the  Peti- 
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tioii.  Mr.  McFnrlaiids  Chnrartor  as  zoalous  Whifi:  indiiccMl  mo  to 
conscut  to  his  af('oini)anyin«;  (he  Flaj,';^  :>i»<l  I  Ix'licvr  he  may  be 
confuhHl  in.  Vou  will  please  to  return  nie  the  papers  respectinpf 
Mrs.  McKeiiiiy  wlieu  you  have  perused  them.  1  transmit  them 
to  you  under  tlio  idea  of  her  applyinjx  to  you  on  the  subjeet  and 
juM-haps  she  may  conceive  herself  able  to  comply  with  the  Law 
to  facilitate  which  I  will  af]jreo  to  take  the  most  insij^nificant 
Character  in  Exchanjre  for  her  on  an  enjjjagement  to  return  when 
requested  in  case  she  cannot  eil'ect  any.  1  am  Sir,  with  ^reat 
Regard  &C 
Brigr.  Genl.  Stark. 

[No.  395G.] 

Oovcnior  Clinton  Suggests  to  General  Heath  that  Colonel  Weisscnfcls 
Regiment  is  Readg  (or  the  Field. 

Pokeepsie  1st  Sepr.  1781. 
T^r  Sir,  It  is  some  Time  since  I  directed  Colo.  Weissenfels  who 
commands  the  Levies  of  this  State  intended  to  reinforce  the 
Army  to  make  a  Return  of  his  Regiment  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  I)ei)artment  &  take  his  orders.  They  are  now  at  Fish- 
kill  «S:  1  conceive  it  would  not  only  be  an  advantage  to  them- 
selves, but  of  public  service  to  bring  them  into  the  Field  as  soon 
as  may  be.  I  trust  their  Appearance  as  w(  11  as  Conduct  will 
plea.HC  you.  I  am  &c 
Genl.  Heath. 

[No.  .?0.57.] 
Levies  in  Sirart trout's  lirigade. 
Return  of  the  I^'vies  lU»ceiv'd  at  Fishkill  from  the  Different 
Regt§.  In  General  Sartwout's  Brigade,  September  the  Ist  1781. 


Colo   Brlnckcroir*. 

Do.  Fffar'*, 

Do.  Pellilii. 

Do.  I^udlntOD'a, 

Do.  Oraham'*, 

S5 

40 

a» 

37 

ii 

Da.  V  OerBurgb'*, 

Do.  Ilopktn'ii, 

Total 

4 

ftl 

2«l 

Christopher  Cod  wise,  Capt.  &  M.  Mastr. 
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[Xo.  :\[):^\).] 

Oovcrtwr   Clinton   to    General    Ihatli    on    the    Enemt/'s   Method   of 
Communieation  litticeen  Canada  and  Xew  York. 

Pokoopsie,  2(1  Scpr.  1781. 
Sir,  I  this  Moment  I'ocH'iwd  the  Ix'tter  of  which  I  inclose  vou 
a  Copy.  Notwitlistnndinj;  tho  cxtraordinnry  Dcljiy  it  has  met  on 
its  way  from  Albany,  I  conceive  it  my  Duty  to  transmit  you 
tlie  Intellijxence  it  contains,  as  the  Dispatches  from  Canada 
aludi'd  to,  may  not  yet  have  passed  our  Lines  &  I  think  it  prob- 
able they  Iiave  not.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  Enemy's 
present  channel  of  Communication  but  I  am  lead  to  believe  it 
will  be  either  thron<;h  the  Eastern  Parts  of  this  County  &  into 
West  Chester  and  Smiths  Clove  &  so  to  Elizabeth  Town  or  Paulus 
Hook  on  the  west  side  of  the  river;  on  either  route  there  are  so 
many  disposed  to  «xive  their  Assistance  that  it  is  impossible  to 
fix  uj)on  Particular  Persons.  The  most  probable  way  of  inter- 
cepting them  is  to  apprize  the  Magistrates  «S:  Militia  Officers 
near  the  Lines  to  have  trusty  Persons  to  watch  the  Roads  and 
no  persons  suffered  to  pass  unless  well  known  without  being 
strictly  examined.  The  communication  for  some  time  past  from 
Canada  to  New  York  I  have  reason  to  believe  has  been  prin- 
cipally through  the  Grants  or  across  the  Country  by  Niagara. 
I  am  &C. 


[No.  30G0.] 

Colonel  Wilktt  to  Governor  (U  in  ton  Retjnrding  Three-Year  Men — A 
Jiaid  on   CohhskiU — Governor  Clinton^s   Reph/. 

Fort  Renselear.  IM  September,  1781. 

Sir,    I  am  endeavouring  to  procure  the  necessary  materials 

to  send  you  a  return  agreeable  to  your  Excellencies  directions 
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in  your  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo.  Some  of  the  returns  I  have 
ordered  to  enable  me  to  do  this  business  have  this  day  arrived, 
and  Nothwithstanding  my  having  sent  to  each  officer  Command- 
ing a  Company  a  plain  and  easy  form  to  make  the  returns  by, 
two  that  I  have  received  are  both  wrong,  so  that  I  shall  have 
to  send  them  back  to  be  rectified.  Should  this  go  through,  the 
whole  of  the  Companies  distant  from  this  post,  which  I  have 
reason  to  fear  on  account  of  the  Greeness  of  most  of  the  Officers, 
it  will  be  some  time  before  I  shall  be  able  to  furnish  a  return 
agreeable  to  my  wish.  I  shall  do  my  best  to  send  you  one  as 
good  and  as  soon  as  I  can. 

With  respect  to  the  Three  Years  men — By  returns  from  the 
different  officers  who  were  recruiting  for  my  regiment,  the  first 
of  August  their  appeared  to  have  been  forty  seven  Inlieted,  Only 
twenty  two  of  which  were  Mustered  and  five  of  those  on  Fur- 
long, so  that  there  were  only  ninteen  who  had  Joined.  Since 
that  some  have  been  Inlisted  out  of  the  levies.  These,  however, 
reinforce  us  none,  And  the  Nineteen  are  in  such  a  situation  that 
they  are  hardly  worth  naming  in  the  Article  of  strength  at 
present.  About  half  of  them  are  with  Captain  Wright  at  Sara- 
toga and  tlio  rest  scattered  among  the  Companies  of  levies 
from  Schoharv  to  Fort  TTerkiuHM',  \Vlint  number  ^Injor  Mc- 
Kinstry  has  I  don't  know.  But  conceive  it  would  be  best  to 
have  the  whole  formed  into  soiiu^  Corps,  niid  all  ordered  to  one 
])lace.  Tryon  County  is  undoubtedly  the  ])lace  I  would  wish  to 
have  thcMu,  and  il  is  without  Doubt  the  place  that  stands  in 
most  need  of  assit^tance.  For  Saratoga  must  have  5  or  000  hun- 
dred UKMi  for  Tts(^lf  from  llic  New  York  •.K:  New  luiglar.d  levies, 
and  the  wliole  New  Knglaud  NN'orld  at  band  to  augmcMit  their 

strength  in  time  of  nct'd.     \\hile  onr  r<Muol(»  sitnaiiou   will  al- 
19 
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wavs  roiuliT  us  niori'  exposed  and  r('(iiiirc  inoi-c  time  (o  alTord 
us  surcor.  l*>ut  wlictlicr  fliry  arc  ordered  (o  jliis  or  any 
other  (Quarter  they  assuredly  had  best  bo  formed  into  some  kind 
of  a  Corps,  and  ordered  to  take  j)ost  toj^ether  in  some  particular 
plaee,  for  at  present  they  arc  cvciy  w  licic  \-  no  wiici-e. 

I  bejx  leave,  tiierefore,  to  reijuesl  ^'our  Excellency  to  give  some 
or«lers  respecting  these  troops,  and  it  will  he  necessary  to  do 
this  ae  soon  as  may  be,  as  the  men  ought  to  be  furnished  with 
Cloathing  which  can  hardly  be  done  in  their  present  situation. 

Permit  me  likewise  to  suggest  to  you,  Sir,  Whether  it  would 
not  be  worth  while  to  procure  if  possible,  some  cloathing  ready 
to  issue  to  such  men  as  may  Inlic^t  into  this  service  from  the 
levies,  I  think  this  will  become  a  strong  Inducement  for  men 
to  Inlist,  as  the  Weather  grows  cold  and  the  men  becomes  hare 
of  Cloath'unj.  If  your  Excellency  should  be  of  this  opinion,  I 
f<hould  be  Glad  to  have  your  assistance  in  endeavoring  to  j)ro- 
( ure  a  sujjply  of  Cloathing  to  be  sent  to  these  posts  as  soon  as 
possible. 

There  is  a  Lieutenant  Simmons  of  my  regiment  who  ha^  him- 
self been  a  prisoner  in  Canada  from  whence  he  made  his  Escape. 
11.-  has  a  brother  who  was  taken  at  the  same  time  he  was 
and  who  is  still  a  inisonci',  and  is  treated  with  remark- 
able He\erity  at  Chambly.  If  your  Excellency  can  j)rovide  any 
way  to  have  liiin  exchanged  1  am  well  informed  ihat  it  will 
<leliver  a  good  \N  hig  from  great  Distree^s.  S(»nie  jtrisoners  have 
b«M'n  taken  from  the  enemy  this  way.  I  shall  send  ono  we  have 
liere  bidonging  to  tlie  ThiiMy  fourth  IJritish  regt.  now  at  Canada 
to  Albany  to  morrow,  perhaps  this  one  or  sonu,'  other  sohlier,  or 
it  inny  to  a  Ton*,  would  be  received  for  the  said  Simmons. 
Should  it   b»'  thought   right    I   wish   to  have  the  Commie^sary  of 
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•Si 

prisoners  directed  to  tr}-  to  effect  his  exchange  because  he  is  a 
suffering  Whig. 

I  should  be  gUid  to  know  wliat  is  to  l>e  done  with  the  places 
of  such  disatfected  i)ersons  as  may  be  removed  from  the  fron- 
tiers into  the  Interior  parts  of  the  State.  If  Colonel  Benson 
can  furnish  me  with  the  whole  of  the  law  for  this  purpose  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  him. 

Last  Sunday  a  pairty  of  the  enemy  Went  to  Oobes-kill,  and  did, 
as  I  have  been  informed  a  considerable  deal  of  Mischief.  It  was 
more  than  thirty  hours  after  they  were  gone  before  I  knew  any 
about  it,  so  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  do  anything  with  them. 
How  it  came  to  ])ass  Ihat  I  had  no  early  intimation  of  this 
affair  from  a,  distance  of  about  24  miles  I  have  not  yet  learned. 
And  I  had  a  considerable  I)art3'  at  Terloch  which  is  only  S  or  10 
miles  distance  who  were  longer  than  1  was  before  they  knew 
XI ny thing  about  it. 

Cobes-kill  is  a  jdace  that  we  havc^  had  no  Guards  at  for  some 
time,  nor  A\'ill  it  do  for  me  at  present  to  extend  my  Guards  that 
way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  U',  Y'our  Excel liMicies  most  obedient  and 
very  hnmble  servt. 

Draft  of  Governor  Clinton's  Kkplv. 

Vok(H»l»si(\  11  ill  Septr.  ITS  I. 
Sir,  1  was  favoured  w  ilii  yonr  LiUter  of  liie  2iul  Insianl  yes- 
terday. Trcnious  to  which  1  had  issuc^d  an  onh^*  (^f  which  T 
now  enclose  yon  a  cojiy,  to  Capi.  Job  NN'riulii  to  take  charge  of 
such  Keciuits  in  Sai-aghtoga  and  its  \'icinity  as  wen*  <Milisted  oi\ 
Bounti{\<?  of  unajijtn»iuiated  lands  \-  1  diivcted  the  MusIcm-  Mas- 
ter   (o   repair    to    that    Tlaci*   ^:    iiuisKm'    tluMii.      l-'roiu    his    Kvpre.- 


^^-  PiJBLir  Papkks  oi'  (Jkoiige  Clinton. 

W'litafioii  (»f  fhciii  tlir\  can  he  of  liiilc  s<M'vir('  aiivwIuMV'  as  th('\ 
ail'  cliirilN  imaniusl  \  ii  is  iiol  in  inv  INtwcr  ai  jtrcscMil  to  pi-o- 
vido  any  \'i*v  ilinn.  it  would,  i  lu'i-cfoir.  not  add  siilVicirntly  \i> 
your  sircnirili  to  «oiii|MMisat<'  for  the  'I'roiihN'  of  moving  thoni 
inti)  TrNon  ("onni_\.  I  am  pcrsuadcMl  could  \\r  cloathc  the  f<'\\ 
that  aro  alit^ady  (Milistrd  it  would  indjuc  many  mor<'  to  ingajjjo 
lull  tliis  is  ripially  out  ^^\'  my  r«>\\('r  vS:  as  I  was  not  fornnilat<'<l 
with  any  lioturns  of  new  llccruits  tlio  i-<'|»oato(lly  rallcil  for. 
Ilj'fon*  tlic  ('onnuand<'i-  in  (Miicf  left  this  (^iiartor.  I  was  not 
auihorizod  to  make  any  application  to  him  on  the  subject  v*^ 
'  have  Iveason  to  Iwdieve  he  lias  left  no  Orders  n^speetinp;  them. 
I  will  nevertheless  take  th<^  (Mirliest  opportunity  of  nientioninjr 
this  Matter  to  (Jenl.  Heath  \  ur.Lie  him  to  lunc  tluMn  Arme<l  \ 
('loathed,  ^'ou  may  recollect  that  the  Time  for  compleatini!: 
lliese  L'urps  i^xpii-ed  last  Month  and  1  am  no  lon;^er  authorized 
to  take  any  measures  foi*  etlectinir  it.  It  is  nevei'theless  my 
Opinion  that  the  Idea  ouiih;  not  Im»  ndintpiished  and  I  mean  to 
propose  to  the  Lejiislaliire  \\\n>  are  to  meet  at  this  Place  tlie 
Itejjinnin^  of  next  Month  an  enIai-«^«Mnent  of  the  Time  cK:  some 
additioual  Kucoura;;eiueuts  for  this  Ser\  ice  iS:  i  would  wish  l«> 
have  your  Ideas  of  what  would  he  etVectual.  T  liave  directed 
the  Slate  ('onimis8ar\  of  rj-isoncrs  to  pay  j>articular  attention 
to  the  I*'xchan;;e  of  Mr.  Saiiions  in  a  Letter  this  Day  addivssed 
to  him  vSc  informed  him  that  you  will  send  a  rrisonrr  fi-om  TiNon 
rouuly  to  oiler  f(»r  him.  1  ha\e  carefidls  inspected  all  the 
T.aws  which  have  any  Relation  to  the  Levies  ^^  lind  I  have  no 
authority  to  draw  any  Mone\  from  the  TreasuiN  tui  .\c<-ount 
of  their  Pay.  It  I  h  id  in  the  Tase  of  the  L'  hays  .Men  raised 
laj*t  Fall  extended  to  no  other.  I  sincerely  wish  it  was  in 
niv  [xnver  to  relive  yuii   frxMii  end»aiTsiw*ui<»nt    tor  want    (jf  < ';ish 
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to  answer  contingent  Expenses.  Experience  for  two  years  past 
gives  me  the  fullest  Conviction  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
conduct  public  business  without  it.  I  have  Reason  to  believe 
Genl.  Heath  might  spare  with  safety  a  small  aditional  Force 
for  the  frontier  from  his  Army  &  I  wrote  him  yesterday  upon 
the  subject  &  pressed  they  might  in  such  Case  be  sent  imme- 
diately sent  to  your  Assistance.     I  am  &c  &c. 


[No.  39G1.] 

General  Heath  Reports  to  the  Governor  the  Arrival  of  English 

Reinforcements. 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  Sept.  3rd,  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  been  honored  with  your  two  favors  of  the  1st 
Instant.  I  hope  the  agent  will  be  able  seasonably  to  collect  the 
specific  supplies,  which  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  state;  with 
respect  to  Forage  I  am  apprehensive  that  without  some  extra 
aid,  the  Commissaries  will  not  be  iible  to  obtain  a  sufliciency. 

Colonel  Weissenfel's  Regiment  will  be  immediately  ordered 
to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  West  Point,  or  join  this  army.  I 
will  thank  you  for  your  opinion,  where  the  Regiment  will  ]irob- 
ably  be  most  usefull,  whether  in  the  Garrison,  or  on  the  Lines. 

By  a  New  York  ])aper  of  the  3()th,  I  find  that  on  Tuesday  last 
Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  arrived  at  Sanily  Hook,  with  Four- 
teen Sail  of  (he  Line,  Four  Frigates,  oiw  Sloop  and  a  Fireship. 
The  liarCeur  of  DO  Guns,  thirteen  of  7L  Three  of  11  and  one  of 
28,  it  is  said  three  old  I'.iitish  Regiments  V'v/.:  First  Battalion 
Royal,  the  Thirteenth  and  Sixty-ninth,  eame  in  the  Meet;  these 
Regiments  probably  are  much  reduced  by  sickness,  in  the  Wi-st 
Indies. 

I  have  the  honor  (o  bt^  wilh  the  highest  respect  your  Excel- 
Icncys  Most  Obedient  Servant. 


-'.H  rri'.i.ic  TAriiiM  ok  Gi<X)ucje  Clinton. 

[No.  ?^i)C^2.] 

(ii'iurul   lUath   Informs  Governor  Clinton    II r  is   WatcJiinr;  for  the 

Courier  from  Canada  to  Xcic  York. 

Hcjid  Quarters,  Peokskill,  Sept.  3rd,  1781. 

Sir,  I  am  (liis  inoincnt  honored  with  yours  of  yesterday,  en- 
closing intelligence  of  a  Tackel  from  Canada  bein«;  on  its  way 
to  New  York.  I  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  information. 
I  ha<l  received  a  hint  of  it  a  day  or  two  since  from  General 
Schuyler,  and  had  jriven  particular  instructions  to  the  troops  on 
the  Lines,  on  both  sides  of  the  Hudson  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout; 
it  is  also  communicated  to  the  Guides,  and  some  trusty  militia 
ofhcers,  but  I  fear  so  much  time  has  ela])S(Hl,  that  the  person  has 
passed  even  before  I  had  the  first  notice  of  it,  as  Genl.  Schuyler's 
letter  was  dated  the  20th  ulto.  and  he  observes  the  man  passed 
two  Days  before.  A  sharp  watch  will  however  be  kept  for  some 
time  to  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  your  Excel- 
lencys  most  obedient  servant. 
Governor  Clinton.  y 

[No.  39G3.] 

Ifuf/h  MitcJicll  Writes  to  the  Governor  in  Regard  to  Exchanges  and 

of   an    Outrage  Committed  at   the  Ilclderhergs — The  Governor's 

Re  pig. 

Schenectady,  the  3rd  Sept.  1781. 

Sir,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  on  the  arrival  of 
the  last  prisoners  from  Canada  a  number  of  Women  whose  hus- 
bands are  with  the  enemy  made  application  to  me  for  leave  to 
go  there  by  the  llagg  that  brought  the  prisoners  or  the  first  that 
i»!>  sent  from  here.  There  is  a  Nunilxr  of  tlu'Tii  th;it  1  know  no 
Reason  why  they  may  not  be  permitted  to  go  of  the  first  oppor- 
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tunity.  Their  is  others  who  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  dail 
with  and  beg  your  direction  in  the  matter.  They  have  sons  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  if  the  mothers  is  permitted 
to  go  or  sent  of  (which  in  my  opinion  some  of  them  ought  to  be) 
their  sons  will  follow  them  as  soon  as  they  are  able.  If  they 
are  detaind  long  they  will  send  their  sons  of  as  soon  as  they  are 
able  to  perform  the  journey;  this  I  know  to  be  their  Common 
practice  here.  In  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  them  while  in  our 
power,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  for  your  Consideration  whether 
it  would  not  be  best  to  Exchange  such  boys  as  soon  as  possible 
for  some  of  ours  now  with  the  Enemy,  and  should  you  approve 
of  such  a  Measure  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  appoint  some 
person  at  Albany  to  negotiate  the  business  in  such  a  Manner  as 
you  think  proper.  The  distance  is  so  great  that  many  of  the 
poor  women  is  not  able  to  make  application  to  vou  in  person  and 
I  am  told  that  their  is  several  old  men  whose  sons  is  with  the 
Enemy  and  themselves  of  no  use  to  us  desires  to  be  Exchanged. 
I  further  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  that  I  know  a  number  of 
families  in  this  Quarter  of  the  Country  much  distressed  on  Ac- 
count of  the  men  who  laboured  for  their  support  b(ung  Now  in 
Captivity  and  sincerely  wisli  that  every  Stop  may  be  taken  for 
their  Relief  Consistant  willi  (lie  imblick  good. 

I  have  been  told  by  some  of  the  prisoners  who  is  come  from 
Canada  that  Colonel  Gordon  is  sent  to  Qnebeck  on  Account  of 
some  sus])ission  tlicy  have  of  his  Corresponding  with  us.  He  is 
a  valiiabh'  olliccr  and  I  am  afraid  lie  will  sntTcr.  Mr.  St(Mvart  is 
now  going  down  to  wait  on  yonr  I\xr«'ll(MU'y  <m  llir  business  of 
his  Exchange.     I  wish  it  might  take  place  fov  Cohmcl  Gordon. 

I  just  now  rec'd.  Information  by  a  ])arty  who  had  been  to  the 
Ilelbergh  on  a  Scont,  that  one  Captain  Teets  who  lived  at  the 


-1)G  Public  Tai'icks  of  Gioougk  Clinton. 

HcavrT  Pnni  was  (akni  prisoner  last  Saturday  ni;;ht  by  a  party 
of  the  Kiiciny  consistiii;:  of  al)o»i(  (wclvc  or  liflcon  men  inoatly 
Indians.  The  rest  of  Ca])tain  Ticls  family  consistinp  of  his  old 
Father  and  seven  other  jtersons  were  most  inlinmanly  Murdered, 
and  his  house  and  barn  hurnl.  Tlioir  was  but  this  and  another 
family  in  that  settlement  who  were  deemed  friends  to  the  Coun- 
try. My  opinion  is  that  not  a  house  Ouj^ht  to  be  left  standing  in 
the  settlement.  There  is  not  one  of  the  disafected  people 
ordered  of  from  this  district  yvt,  and  I  am  sure  we  can  never  be 
safe  while  so  many  of  them  are  amongst  us. 
I  am  with  Respect,  Your  Excellencys 


Draft  of  Governou  Clinton's  Reply  to  IIugii  Mitchell. 

Pokeepsie,  the  5th  Sept.  1781. 

Sir,  I  am  this  Moment  favourc^d  with  your  L(^tter  of  the  3rd 
Instant  by  Mr.  Stuart.  I  shall  have  no  objection  agt.  giving  my 
Consent  that  such  Women  whose  Husbands  are  with  the  Enemy 
in  Canada  be  permitted  (with  such  of  their  children  as  are  not 
capable  of  bearing  arms)  to  join  them,  in  such  manner  as  to  atTect 
the  Liberation  of  an  e(|ual  number  of  our  Friends  captured  on 
the  Frontier,  this  being  the  only  object  which  could  render  tlieir 
Detention  necessary,  and  upon  a  List  of  their  Names  being  trans- 
mitted, I  will  accordingly  signify  my  Consent  to  the  Command- 
ing Oflicer  i»f  the  Department  who  will  when  he  finds  it  expedient 
grant  them  his  Pa^s.  With  respect  to  those  who  have  sons 
grown  nji.  I  p<*rfectly  agree  with  you  that  if  th(\v  incline  to  be 
exchanged  it  would  be  most  advisable  for  the  Reasons  you  men- 
tion to  indulge  them;  but  in  this  Case  they  must  make  their  Re- 
quest to  me  in  writing  agreable  to  the  Law  passed  last  Session 
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&  it  would  be  unjustifiable  in  me  to  depute  any  other  Person  to 
transact  this  Business. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  Disaster  of  Mr.  Teets  and  his  Family  and  it 
is  with  surprise  I  learn  that  the  disafected  have  not  been  ordered 
in  from  that  Part  of  our  Frontier  as  Genl.  Gaansevoort  had  my 
orders  for  that  Purpose  with  an  Extract  of  the  Law  making  it 
his  Duty  transmitted  him  last  spring.     I  am  &.c. 


[No.  3964.] 

Major  John  McKinstry  Recommends  Ah'am  Fonda  to  Command  a 
Company — The  Three  Tears  Levies — The  Governor's  Reply. 

Saratoga,  Sept.  3rd,  1781. 

Honoured  Sir,  The  Baror  Capt.  Wright,  of  my  Regiment,  will 
be  able  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  Dificulties  we  Labour 
under  in  recruiting  for  the  three  year  service  for  the  want  of 
Cloaths  to  give  to  those  already  engaged.  I  hare  about  seventy 
very  likely  Men,  if  the  Cloathing  Could  be  obtained  for  them, 
and  some  suits  to  spare  ready  for  those  who  are  inclined  to 
engage,  would  be  of  great  service.  I  dare  say  if  I  had  cloathing 
to  give  I  could  Engage  a  number  of  the  Bay  Levies  now  on  the 
Ground. 

Lieutenant  Abraham  Fonda,  who  was  last  Spring  Recom- 
mended by  General  Renselaer  for  a  Company,  I  have  given  the 
Command  of  Capt.  Dunham's  Company,  untill  your  Excelencey's 
Pleasure  might  be  known.  I  can  Recommend  him  as  a  fit  Per- 
son to  Command  a  Company;  if  thought  proper  to  have  him 
appointed  to  the  Company  he  now  lias  in  Care  as  he  has  always 
heretofore  been  a  Capt.  in  the  Militia. 

I  am  Your  Excelenceys  Most  ObcnK.  TTiiinbl.  Servt. 
Ilis  Excelency  George  Clinton. 


29S  PuBLio  pArKHs  OP  George  Clinton. 

DUAFT  OK  (iDVKKNOU  ("I.INTON's  KkPLY  TO  MaJOK    McKlNSrilY. 

Pokeepsic,  Dth  Keptr.  1781. 
Dr.  Sir,  I  have  recd  your  Tx^ttor  of  the  3d  Instant  &  conversed 
fully  with  (,'ai)t.  W  ri^lit  on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates.  1  am 
unliapjjy  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  obviate  tlie  DiHiculties  which 
attend  the  raisinj:  of  the  Levies  on  Bounties  of  una])proj)riated 
hinds.  Altho  1  have  frequently  called  both  upon  the  Recruitinj^ 
(^flicers  \-  Muster  Mastci-  for  Kctuins.  I  iirvci-  have  Imch 
favoured  with  any  except  one  from  the  latter  of  7  Men  which 
he  had  mustered  .S:  before  I  saw  Capt.  Wrij^ht  I  had  little  Reason 
to  believe  that  any  irreater  Number  were  actualy  enlisted.  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  the  Continent  would  advance  Cloath- 
injj  for  men  l)efore  they  were  Mustered,  especially  at  a  Time  when 
they  are  scarcely  able  to  sup])ly  those  actually  in  Service.  The 
Time  when  these  Regts.  were  to  have  been  compleated  is  now 
elapsed,  «S:  1  am  no  longer  authorized  to  take  Measures  for  com- 
pleating  them.  I  will,  however,  Order  an  OHicer  to  attend  & 
muster  those  already  enlisted  nnd  give  the  command  of  them  to 
proper  OfTicers  and  on  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature,  which  is 
appointed  for  the  1st  next  Month  it  is  ])rol)able  they  make  some 
new  Provision  for  protecting  this  Service  at  least  enlarge  the 
Tim**  for  its  compleation.  If  the  Xumbcr  of  Men  you  have  under 
your  Command  will  wariant  the  appointment  of  Cai)t.  Fonda  in 
the  place  of  huuhani.  I  li;i\c  im  objections  lo  its  b(»ing  done.  I 
wish  to  l)e  favored  with  a  return  of  the  I.c\l<'s  under  your  imme- 
diate Cominand  v'v:  am  w  ith  great  regard,  w's:**. 
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[No.  3965.] 

Elizabeth  Newman  Petitions  the  Governor  for  the  Exchange  of  Her 

Hushand. 

Caughnawaga,  4th  September,  1781. 

May  It  Please  Your  Excelancy:  To  hear  the  Cryes  of  your  Humble  Petloner  who 
has  had  the  misfortune  to  Losing  her  husband,  a  True  Subject  of  the  State  of  New 
York  and  a  well  wisher  to  the  American  Cause;  he  was  taken  the  Last  of  March  in  the 
Year  Eighty  by  a  Party  of  the  Enemy  commanded  by  Gilbt.  Tlce  and  by  the  Information 
of  the  Late  Flag  from  Canada  was  carried  to  Niagary  and  from  thence  was  brought 
to  a  Farm  belonging  to  Joseph  Brant  Lying  within  Sixty  Miles  of  Niagary,  and  your 
Petioner  being  in  Great  Distress,  having  a  Family  of  three  small  Children  and  nobody 
but  herself  to  maintain  those  small  children  and  your  Petloner  Desires  to  have  her 
husband  Exchanged  by  the  Present  Flag;  might  it  Please  Your  Excelancy  to  Grant 
Request  and  your  Petioner  as  in  Duty  Bound  will  for  Ever  Pray. 

Elizabeth  Newman. 

N.  B.    the  prisoner's  name  Is   Joseph  Npwman. 
To  his  Excelancy,  George  Clinton,  Esq.  Governor  and  Commander  of  the  State  of  New 

York  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 


[No.  3966.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Stark  as  to  Provisions  and  Forage. 

Pokeepsie,  4th  Sept.  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  I  was  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  31st  Ultimo  by 
Major  Shurtliffe  yesterday  Evening.  From  the  Difficulties  the 
Officer  you  releived  had  to  encounter,  I  can  easily  conceive  of  the 
Embarrassments  you  meet  with  in  your  present  Command.  It 
cannot  be  doubted  but  1  had  a  Disposition  to  render  his  com- 
mand as  comfortable  &  efficacious  as  possible  &  you  may  be 
assured,  Sir,  that  equal  Attention  will  be  paid  to  the  public 
Service  under  your  Direction  i^  if  at  any  Times  your  Applications 
to  UK^  <'n*e  ineirectual  I  bcir  you  (hey  may  not  be  imputed  to  the 
Want  of  Inclination  but  of  Power  to  serve  you. 

With  res])ect  to  Forage,  Congress  has  not  made  any  Requisi- 
tion on  the  State  for  that  Article.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  th(\v  have  ]mt  it  in  the  Power  of  the  ])ublic  Officers 
to  provide  a  sufficient  supply  by  purchase  vK:  this  being  tlu^  Case 
it  would  be  utliM'ly  unjustiliable  in  nu^  to  grant  an  Impress 
especially  for  the  ordinary  eonsuinption  of  ilie  Depart iiu'iit  «S: 


300  PURLK^    rAI'KIia    OF    (jICOUUE    rMNTON. 

under  this  hIva  1  refused  (»verv  ApplicMtinii  of  tliis  Tinfnro  by 
llripr.  Oonl.  riiiitoii  last  Winter.  As  to  Tejuns  for  the  Trans- 
portation of  Trovisions  for  the  Troops,  you  will  find  Warrants 
of  Iinpi'ess  inelosrd  in  my  Letter  of  the  1st  inst.  in  Answer  to 
yours  of  the  LMst  ult.  on  that  Subjeet,  which  are  authorized  by 
tlie  present  (^nergeney.     I  am.  Sir, 


[No.  3007.] 
Willini.i  S^pntfrn  7'ransiiiits  Letters  luid  I  ii  format  ion  Bcarinf/  on 

the  Vermont  Case. 

Fishkill  Landing,  5  Sept.  1781. 

Sir.  I  do  niysolf  the  TTonop  to  transmit  you  two  letters  which 
I  had  intended  myself  the  honor  of  delivering  personally,  but 
was  preventea  last  evening  by  the  fairness  and  freshnesG  of  the 
wind;  have  thought  best  to  forward  them  now  from  this  j)lace, 
and  1  shall  wait  upon  your  Excellency  for  an  Answer  to  them  on 
my  return  which  will  be  in  a  few  Days. 

I  have  the  Lienor  to  be  very  respectfully  Your  Kxcellency's 
very  Ilumble  Servant, 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton  Escjr.  Governor,  &c. 

Flouks  Ba.nkkii  to  Gkoiige  Clinton — Tin:  SecniLN  Case. 

New  City  29th  Aug.  1781. 
Sir,  As  a  Subject  of  the  State  of  New  York  (though  in  no  au- 
thority) I  conceive  myself  under  obligations  to  keep  and  main- 
tain the  peace  of  the  same,  which  in  this  place  has  been  greatly 
impoodod  and  put  in  Tonvulsion  by  reason  of  the  claim  of  Ver- 
mont being  extended  to  the  South  of  this  place  and  including 
it  within  the  Jurisdiction  thereof.  They  have  chosen  their  Civil 
and  Military  Ofllcers,  who  Immediately  are  Sworn;  they  gener- 
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ally  are  composed  of  Persons  of  Little  or  no  property  or  princi- 
pal and  are  supported  by  the  Tory  faction.  They  seem  to  en- 
dea\  /r  at  all  opportunities  to  dragoon  people  in  compliance  with 
their  Governments;  several  frays  have  ensued  which  had  I  not 
interfeared  in,  and  acted  as  Mediator  between  them — in  all  prob- 
ability the  conf^equen^  es  might  have  i)roven  verry  fatal. 

On  Saturday  morning  last,  an  Armed  party  of  the  Vermont 
faction  took  two  sons  of  the  bearer,  Mr.  William  Spotten,  of  this 
place  Prisoners;  (one  of  them  a  Constable  of  this  District  under 
this  State)  notice  of  which  was  immediately  brought  me.  I  went 
out  and  got  them  released.  The  particulars  of  which  Mr.  Spot- 
ten  can  inform  your  Excellency.  I  have  done  everything  in  my 
power  to  Cultivate  peace  and  Harmony  here,  as  the  contrary  dis- 
position lays  us  open  to  become  an  easy  prey  to  our  Enemies, 
who  have  threatened  me,  and  one  or  two  more  Prisoners  to 
Canada. 

Lieut.  Col.  Ilenry  Van  Renselaer  has  received  a  Letter  from 
Governor  Chittenden  forbidding  him  the  Exercise  of  his  Commis- 
sion over  the  people  within  the  new  Claim,  a  copy  of  which  will 
be  lui'ukd  your  Excellency  by  Genl.  Gansevort,  whom  I  have 
consUi.ed,  concerning  these  disputes,  as  they  Chieiiy  arise  about 
M^L^ary  Orders.  1  have  recommended  a  Neutrality  on  both 
sides  until!  tlu^  Detcnuination  of  Congress  as  1  conceive  the 
safety  of  the  Whigs  of  this  place  require  it. 

Inclosed  is  the  copy  ofan  Advertisement  put  u[)  in  this  place 
yesterday.  Should  be  more  ]»artiiuhir  but  the  Pearer,  Mr.  Will- 
iam Spotten,  waits  Iini)ationatcly,  it  being  just  night  and  con- 
ceiv(^s  hiniseir  unsal'c  in  town  any  longiM*.  I  am  v^  KiMiiain  Vour 
Excellencies  most  obediant  and  most  humb.  Scrvt. 
His  Excel kncy  (ieorge  Clinton,  Esqr. 
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A    XOTICB  FOR  TRB  CaLL  OF  A  VrRMONT  StATE  ELECTION. 

Notiro  is  licreby  jriv(Mi  to  tlic  Inliahitants    of    tlic    Town    of 

Schorticoko  to  meet  at  tlio  IToiiso  of  Ilonry  Jackson,   in  Tom- 

haiiork  on  (nsday  tlie  fourtii  l)ay  of  Scptcnihcr  next  at  1)  O'clock 

on  said  day  in  Ord(M*  to  Elect  a  Governor,  Licnt.  Governor  and 

twelve  Counsellors  and  two  Representatives  for  the  year  ensu- 

inir,  also  a  States  Treasurer  by  order  of  the  Selectmen. 

Jona.  Hobbart,  Const. 
August  27,  ITSl. 

Robert  Yates  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  Au^-t.  31st,  1781. 

Sir,  The  Bearer  hereof,  Mr.  William  Spotten,  an  Inhabt  of  the 
new  City,  for  his  op])Osition  to  the  usurpation  of  the  Vermonters, 
has  been  obliged  to  i\\u[  his  abode.  He  will  inform  your  Excel- 
lency of  their  i)roc(M'dings,  and  the  insoleney  with  which  they 
treat  the  supporters  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  state. 

As  I  have  been  long  acquainted  with  the  Gent'm.  I  presume  to 
recommend  him  to  your  Excellency's  notice,  and  that  you  can 
rely  on  the  Information  he  will  give.  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  humble  servt. 


[No.  31)GS.] 

General    llnith    to    fiorrrnor   CUutnn    Htfjnrdinfj    the   Frontier   and 

Ijei'uH. 

Headquarters,  reekskill,  Sept.  5,  1781. 

Sir,   His  Excellency  the  commander  in  chief  in  Ids  instructions 

to  me  among  other  things  is  pleased  to  direct  my  attention  to 
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the  Northern  and  Western  frontiers  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
I  shall  at  all  times  think  myself  happy  in  affording  them  every 
assistance  and  protection  in  my  power.  From  your  knowledge 
of  the  State  and  its  frontiers — unwearied  attention  and  endeav- 
ors to  protect  them,  you  have  the  most  perfect  knowledge  of 
their  situation  and  what  may  at  any  time  be  necessary  for  their 
particular  aid.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  ask  your  opinion  and 
advice  on  every  occasion  in  which  the  safety  of  the  frontiers  may 
require  it.  In  granting  this  request  I  shall  esteem  myself  much 
honored;  and  I  am  sure  the  safety  of  the  State  will  thereby  be 
much  promoted. 

If  there  are  any  levies  on  the  frontiers  which  are  considered  as 
under  my  command,  I  will  thank  you  for  information  where  they 
are — by  whom  commanded — and  whether  you  are  of  opinion  they 
are  stationed  in  the  best  places  to  cover  the  frontiers  or  whether 
a  removal  of  any  of  them  to  other  places  will  be  more  beneficial. 
If  any  sudden  emergency  should  happen,  I  pray  you  to  give  such 
immediate  orders  to  any  of  those  troops  you  may  judge  neces- 
sary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  30(J0.] 

Jolui  Tai/lcr  Apprehensive  that  ilic  Tories  Will  Destroy  Albaiu/  and 

So  Notifies  the  (lorernor. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  favor  of  the  23d  Ultimo  1  Koceived.  1  thank 
you  for  the  paper  you  was  pleased  to  Inclose.  I  wish  1  in  Re- 
turn  could   eend   you    agreeable   News   from    this   Quarter — a 


.■><U  rUHMC    PArKKS    OF    (JlCORGE    ClINTOX. 

Koport  prevails  tliat  the  Eikmiiv  nro  (Icterniinod  to  attompt  to 
burn  this  City  many  a[re]  racking  up  tlicir  Valual)l('  KlTiM-ts  in 
order  to  liavr  tliciii  Conveyed  to  some  place  of  fjreater  Safety. 
The  City  Kci^iinent  were  Under  Arms  and  Aildressed  on  the 
occasion  by  the  General,  hard  (hity  three  nights  in  bed  &  no 
Kations.  A  Party  of  the  Enemy  Consisting  of  fifteen  Tories  & 
Indians,  murdered  Capt.  Dietz's  Fatlier  &  Mother,  his  wife  & 
four  (Miildren  with  one  Scotch  Girl  &  took  himself  off  after  hav- 
in<:  Exhibited  to  his  A'icw  this  horrid  Scene;  the  house  and 
Barn  was  IJurut.  They  were  pursued  &  overtaken  at  Breaka- 
been,  but  permitted  to  escape. 

Yesterday  John  Cuyler  from  Schenectady  Inforra'd  that  ac- 
counts were  received  from  Coll.  \\  illet  that  a  large  party  were 
discovered  by  some  Indians  at  Oneida,  a  part  British,  with 
Drums,  »S:c.  An  Express  from  ileury  Glen  is  just  arrived,  In- 
forming that  Lieut.  Woodworth  &  ^Vilson  with  thirty  eight  men 
were  Attacked  near  the  Fallts  Hill;  the  Two  Lieuts.  with  Twenty 
six  privates  are  killed,  twelve  only  Escaped,  Collo.  Willet  is 
Collecting  all  the  force  he  has  in  order  to  attack  them. 

Betlis  ^:  Myers  are  again  in  the  N'icinity  of  this  City;  the 
Tories  near  the  Town  will  I  fear  cause  its  destruction  ^:  our 
Militia  otVicers  will  not  Execute  a  law  Enabling  of  them  to 
remove  them.  General  Stark  sot  off  for  Saratoga  the  day  be- 
fore Yesterday.  Dunham  ^:  Grant  are  Gone  with  him  in  order 
to  Receive  1  hope  the  Kewaid  of  th<'ir  Treasons.  They  are  to 
be  tried  at  Saratoga.  Mrs.  Tayhr  Ixgs  to  be  remembered  to 
Mrs.  Clinten.  She  talkf^  of  packing  nj)  some  few  articles  & 
sending  them  down  the  Country.  I  a«lvis<'  her  to  i)ack  herself 
\\\}  with  them  i^  go  to  Toughkeepsie.  This  she  declines;  her 
Reason  is  that  the  Enemy  may  kill  me,  I,  therefore,  am  to  con- 
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sider  her  as  my  body  guard.     Present  my  best  wishes  to  Mrs. 
Clinton  and  believe  me  to  be  with  unfeigned  Esteem, 

Dr  Sir,  Yours  most  affectionately. 
Albany  Sept  1781. 
[To  George  Clinton]. 


[No.  3970.] 

THE  FRENCH  FLEET  IN  THE  CHESAPEAKE. 

Colonel  Vdny  Hay  Informs  Governor  Clinton  that  CornicalUs  is 

Regarded  as  a  Prisoner, 

Philadelphia,  6th  Sept.  1781. 

It  is  with  ever  feeling  of  joy  that  I  do  myself  the  Honor  to 
enclose  for  your  Excellency's  perusal  the  handbill  announcing 
the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  Cheseapeak  esteemed  by 
both  Whig  and  Torey  a  prelude  to  one  of  the  greatest  events 
that  has  happened  since  the  war.  Cornwallis  is  already  looked 
upon  by  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men  as  a  Prisoner;  his  Escape 
is  certainly  barely  possible. 

We  are  a  little  uneasy  about  the  French  squadron  from  Rhode 
Island,  as  the  English  fleet  under  Sir  Samuel  Hood  has  been 
lately  seen  off  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  and  the  Rhode  Island 
squadron  were  to  form  a  junction  with  Admiral  De  Grasse.  I 
hope  to  leave  this  in  a  couple  of  days  and  in  Ave  after  that  be 
at  Poughkeepsie. 

I  am  witli  every  sentiment  of  respect  &  esteem,  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  &  very  humbel  servt. 

Governor  Clinton. 
20 
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[No.  3972.] 

General  Parsons  Invokes  Governor  Clinton's  Interest  in  Behalf  of 

Major  Lawrence. 

Middletown,  7tli  Sept.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  The  bearer  Majr.  Lawrence  waits  on  you  upon  the 
particular  Circumetances  of  his  Case — his  Estate  in  the  hands 
of  the  Enemy  &  he  destitute  of  any  Means  of  subsisting  himself. 
I  need  say  Nothing  to  you  of  him  personally  as  you  know  him 
&  his  Character  fully. 

He  is  offered  a  Quantity  of  Goods  from  New  York  on  his 
Estate,  which  will  from  the  interest  arising  from  it  be  able  to 
support  himself  with  Decency;  this  offer  he  cannot  accept  with- 
out your  Consent  &  Permission  to  bring  out  the  Goods.  The 
Council  of  this  State  to  whom  he  has  applied  inform  me  that  he 
being  a  Subject  of  your  State,  your  Permission  ought  to  be 
granted  &  on  such  Permission  they  will  give  every  necessary 
Aid  he  wants,  and  that  they  are  convinced  of  the  Propriety  of 
the  Grant. 

As  the  Principles  on  which  he  applies  are  such  as  obviate 
all  the  material  Objections  to  receiving  Goods  from  that  Quarter 
and  perfectly  coincide  with  the  Principles  on  which  Individuals 
have  had  Liberty  to  bring  out  their  Effects,  and  public  bodies, 
particularly  your  own  Stale,  have  Supplied  NiHH'ssary  Clothing 
for  their  Troops,  I  cannot  doubt  your  granting  him  the  Licence 
desired;  as  no  Payment  is  to  be  made  'till  the  W-av  ends,  supplies 
of  Money  or  Provisions  which  have  been  the  most  substantial 
Objections  seem  to  be  at  an  end  in  this  Case. 

I  cannot  entertain  a  Doubt  of  your  Friendship  for  him  or  me 
and  have  full  confidence  in  your  Compliance  with  his  Request 
and  am  with  the  gn^atest  Friendship  &  Esteem,  Dr.  Sir,  your 
most  obedt.  Servt. 
[Governor  Clinton]. 
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[No.  307.^.] 

Ezra   rilommttUvu    Pmlirts    the   Douufall   of    ConwruUis   and   the 

Capture  of  His  Arinij. 

IMiila(l('li»liiM,  Sti)(riiil)(r  7,  17S1. 
Sir,  Mr.  Siuitli  this  luoinciit  iiiforuis  iiic  that  lie  is  ^oinj^  out 
of  Town.  1  hav(»  only  time  to  ('on<rrat iilate  yon  on  tlie  Arrival 
of  the  Count  !>(»  Grassc  at  the  (.^hcasapeakc  .S:  inform  you  that 
Girl's  Letter  to  the  General  is  erroneous  in  Point  of  Time.  By 
a  Letter  from  the  ^L^•(luis  Tx^fayotte  to  the  Minister  received  last 
Evening;,  the  Count  Do  Grasse  arrived  on  the  thirty  first,  had 
landed  5000  Men  ineludin^j:  Marines.  The  Marcpiis  was  urpjed  to 
make  a  stroke  at  C'ornwallis,  whi<  h  he  ((Mil  1  do  with  i)rohahility 
of  success,  but  declined  it  as  the  Comr.ander-in-Chief  was  on  his 
way,  and  there  was  no  i»rol>ahility  o{  Cornwallis  being  able  to 
effect  an  Lscape.  The  Marquis  makes  no  mention  in  his  Letter 
of  the  capture  of  Lord  Kawden,  which  makes  dirt's  information 
doubtful.  We  are  anxious  to  hear  of  Count  de  Darras  with  his 
fleet  fioMi  Khode  Island,  who  sailed  from  thence  the  2r)tli  as  was 
said,  to  join  De  Grasse.  General  Washinj^ton  was  at  the  Head 
of  Elke  yesterday  about  noon.  N'cssels  are  there  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  Troops,  a  I  least  most  of  them,  ^:  he  writes  that  he  shall 
loose  no  time  in  forwardin<^  tliem  on.  Our  expiM-tations  are 
greatly  raised,  and  those  who  are  best  a((juainted  with  Corn- 
wallis'  situation  make  no  doubt  but  his  whole  army  must  fall 
into  our  hands,  I  hope  no  unforeseen  accidents  (which  are  fre- 
quent in  warj  may  deprive  us  of  so  great  a  Trize,  which  probably 
will  put  an  Fnd  to  the  War  in  a  short  time.  (\do.  Lawrence  has 
returned  from  France  and  has  been  very  succesful  in  his  Lmbassy 
of  which  I  shall  inform  you  by  Colo.  Hay,  who  has  been  neces- 
sarily detained  longer  than  he  expected,  but  probably  will  set 
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of  Doxt  Day  after  tomorrow.     Tis  Determined  that  Certifirates 

be  jT^iven  for  the  forrage  taken  in  Westchester  by  the  Deputy 

Quarter  Master  under  the  Direction  of  General  Heath.     I  am 

Sir,  with  great  Esteem  &  respect  Your  Excellency's  most  obedt. 

Servt. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  3974.] 
Act  of  Congress  in  Relation  to  Forage  Taken  in  Westchester  County. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  Sept.  7th,  1781. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  War 
upon  the  Letter  from  the  Qr.  Master  General  respecting  forage  in  West  Chester  was 
taken  into  Consideration,  whereupon. 

Resolved,    That   Major   General    Heath    or    the    Commanding    Officer    of   the    Eastern 

Department,  can  cause  immediate  and  equitable  Measures  to  be  taken  for  Ascertaining 

the  Quantity  of  forage  expended  by   the  allied   army  under  the  Command   of  General 

Washington    in.  the    county    of   West   Chester    in    the    state    of    New    York    during    the 

present  Campaign,  which  hath  not  been  accounted  for.    And  that  he  direct  the  deputy 

Quarter  Master  in  that  Department  to  give  Certificates  accordingly  to  the  State  Agent 

of  New  York,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Geo.  Bond,  Depy  Secy. 


[No.  397.5.] 
Major  Letvis  Morris  to  Governor  Clinton  Respecting  Depreciation 

of  Pay. 

Society  Hall,  Sept.  7th,  1781. 
I  have  done  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  the 
ranks  and  dates  of  service  which  inlitle  me  to  depreciation.  I 
have  left  the  account  to  he  liquidated  by  the  commissioners,  and 
your  Excellency  will  oblige  me  by  sending  the  certificates  to 
my  Father. 

I  should  not  have  troubled  you  u])ou  tliis  subject,  if  T  was  not 
under  the  indispensabh^  ueci'ssily  of  returning  immediately  to 
Soutii  Carolina.  1  brought  dispatches  from  Gcul.  Grei^ne  to  the 
commander  in  chief,  ;ind  lie  has  some  matters  of  importance  to 
communicate  in  leturu,  which  1  am  lo  be  charged  with. 


niO  Public  PArEiis  of  Gbouoe  Clinton. 

A  late  resolution  of  (\)n«:ross,  dirortinjj:  tin*  States  to  make 
\\\)  tlio  (l('iu'o(iai  ion  of  pay  lo  (licir  citizoiis  in  service,  and  should 
anv  one  pav  more  than  ils  proiK)rtion,  (lie  ovcrjilus  to  be  re- 
funded from  tlie  (fenl  Treasnrv,  must  obviate  the  objection  which 
the  Slate  made  to  me,  and  as  Lt.  Colonel  Smith,  Major  Piatt 
and  st'veral  others  in  the  same  predieanuMit  with  myself,  have 
received  their  eertilicates  1  shall  conceive  it  pecnliarlv  hard  to 
be  deprived  of  the  same  indulj]:ence.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
Excellency's  most  obdt.  Iluml.  Servt. 
His  Kxcellency  Governor  Clinton. 

The  State  of  New  York  to  Lewis  Morris  junr.  Dr.  For  the 
depreciation  of  his  pay  as  Major  from  the  1st  of  January  1777 
to  the  !)th  of  September  1779. 

The  State  of  New  York  to  Lewis  Morris  junr.  Dr.  For  th(* 
depreciation  of  his  pay  as  Lt.  Colonel  from  the  l)th  of  September 
1779  to  the  Lst  of  Au^'ust  1780. 


[No.  3970.] 
As  to  Persons  to  be  J'Jj-clunujed  or  Sent  Into  Canadu. 

Albany,  8th  Sept.  1781. 
Sir,    We  have  just  now  received  from  your  Excellency  two 
letters  of  the  4th  Instant  and  observe  the  Contents. 

Since  writinp  our  last,  several  r('rst)ns  have  ottered  them- 
selves for  Kxcliange  whose  applications  to  your  Kxcellency  in 
writing  are  inclosed,  and  apainst  whom  we  have  no  particular 
Charges. 

Numbers  of  ^Volnen  whose  Husbands  and  Friends  are  with 
the  Enemy  have  also  made  application  to  go  to  Canada,  and 
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have  given  in  their  Names  to  us  for  that  Purpose:  we  could  wish 
to  know  whether  your  Excellency  will  permit  all  the  Women  and 
Children  who  make  application  and  are  so  circumstances  to  go 
with  the  Flag  now,  or  hereafter,  or  whether  there  are  any  par- 
ticular Persons  whom  your  Excellency  intends  should  be  de- 
tained, and  whether  such  as  go  should  not  be  sent  for  Exchange. 
We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Dumond  has  taken  with  him  Appli- 
cations from  William  Shepherd  and  Joshua  Bloore  to  your  Ex- 
cellency to  be  exchanged.  Had  Mr.  Dumond  communicated  to 
us  his  Intention  of  taking  with  him  such  applications  we  would 
have  advised  him  not  to  do  it,  as  they,  with  Ivy  Chambers,  have 
been  committed  by  us  for  Capitol  Offences. 

We  are  with  Respect  Your  Excellency's  very  humble  Servants 
Saml.    Stringer,   John    M.    Beeckman,    Commissrs.    for   Con- 
spiracies. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 
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[No.  ;;!)77.] 
("I.(^SIX(;    I\  ox  COKNWALLIS. 

Major   ir.    Pnpham    Infnrms   the  (lonrnor  of    Waslihujton's  Rapid 

Mnrtnmit  to  the  South — 77/c  Troops  raid  in  Specie  for  the  First 

Time. 

nond  of  Klk,  Sept.  8tli,  1781. 

Sir,  After  a  very  ra])i(l  marcli  of  near  two  wooke,  attended 
with  preat  fatij^ue  we  at  len^tli  are  eollected  at  this  place  both 
Freneh  and  Americans,  aniountinj]^  in  the  whole  to  near  seven 
thousand,  with  an  aniaizinj^  train  of  ordnance  and  Military 
Stores,  tlie  li,2:ht  Cory^s  under  Scannuell.  The  advance  of  the 
French,  and  the  detached  Corps  of  our  Army  will  embark  with 
the  Stores  &C  tomorrow  and  proceed  by  Water — the  remainder 
of  the  Troops  will  move  by  Land,  at  least  as  far  as  Baltimore. 
The  Count  de  Grass  has  arrived  in  the  Bay  with  twenty  eijijht 
Sail  of  the  line,  and  landed  a  considerable  Body  of  Troops,  who 
have  joined  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  taken  post  in  the 
rear  of  Cornwallis,  efectually  cutting  off  his  retreat,  as  his 
whole  Force  does  not  consist  of  more  than  four  thousand  six 
hundred  efective  men,  who  are  entrenched  on  the  South  side 
of  York  Kiver,  at  a  Town  of  the  same  name.  The  Gen'l  left 
Camp  this  inorninj^  on  his  rout  to  Baltimore  where  a  Cutter  is 
ready  to  receive  him.  Nothing::  can  equal  the  Dispatch  with 
which  our  Opperations  are  carryinjij  on,  in  so  much  that  by  the 
12th  inst.  it  is  hop«'d  we  sIimII  clear  out  from  lliis  Post,  ;in<l  it 
is  comy)uted  that  five  weeks  from  that  Date  will  compleat  the 
grand  Design. 

This  Day  will  Ix'  famous  in  the  Annals  of  History  for  being 
the  first  on  which  th«»  Troops  of  the  United  States  Received  one 
Month's  Pay  in  Specie— all  the  civil  <S:  military  Stall  are  ex- 
cluded.    I  rannot  even  obtain  my  pay  as  Captain  in  the  Line. 
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It  is  very  shagreening  to  be  thus  marked  out  as  black  sheep, 
but  if  we  should  be  so  happy  as  to  capture  Cornwallis,  I  shall  be 
content.  I  will  endeavor  to  borrow  as  much  as  will  bring  me 
home. 

It  is  extraordinary  that  notwithstanding  the  Fatigue  of  such 
a  long  and  rapid  March,  there  is  scarcely  a  sick  man  to  be  found. 
Our  Provisions  are  good  in  their  kind,  and  our  supplies  regular — 
and  as  far  as  my  judgment  will  enable  me  to  determine  our  Pros- 
pects are  very  flattering. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  intrude  thus  far  on  your  ExcePs 
Patience  without  any  Apology,  hoping  it  may  not  be  disagree- 
able. I  believe  the  Intelligence  it  contains  may  be  depended  on, 
as  I  have  been  particularly  careful  in  collecting  it. 

The  enclosed  I  beg  your  Excy  will  please  to  forward  to  its 
address — present  my  best  respects  to  the  Family,  and  believe 
me  to  be  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Servt. 
His  Excy.  Govr.  Clinton. 

[No.  3978.] 
General  Swarticoufs  Levies. 
Return  of  the  Levies  Keceived  at  Fic>hkill,  from  the  DilTerent 
Kegts.  in  General  Sartwout's  Brigade,  Fishkill  Sept.  8th,  1781. 
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[No.  31)79.] 

Ensign  ^Villia^n  Peters  Acknouhdi/es  to  the  Governor  the  Reecipt  of 

Uis  Warrant. 

Schenectady,  Sept.  Sth,  1781. 

Sir,    I  just  now  received  a  letter  from  Col.  Henson  Covering 

my  Warrant  as  Ensign  in  the  Second  New  York  Kegiment,  which 
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1  shall  join  wiiliont  Delay.  1  T^(»g  your  Exrellenry  will  arro])t 
my  Sincerest  thanks  t'oi-  I  his  iiislance  of  your  kin(l^('^s,  and 
shall  t'ndravor  to  mcril  a  ((Mil  iiniai:(<*  of  your  ^^ood  opinion. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Excelh'ncys  Most  Humble 
Scrvt. 
His  Exrellency  deo.  Clinton  Escir. 


[No.  3080.] 
Captain  Job  Wright  Ordered  to  Command  Levies  at  Saratoga. 

nd.  Qrs.  Poughkeepsie,  Sept.  0,  1781. 
Capt.  Job  Wright  will  take  Charjjje  &  Connuand  of  the  Levies, 
now  at  i^'  in  the  vicinity  of  Saratoga,  raised  on  bounties  of  un- 
aj)propriated  Lands  until  further  Orders.  This  Order  is,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  Officer  wlio  may 
have  enlisted  any  of  these  Levies  or  to  prevent  him  from  any  ad- 
vantages he  may  be  entitled  to  in  consequence  thereof. 


[No.  3981.] 
Captain  Jacob  I.  Lansing  Ordered  to  Repair  to  Saratoga. 

Poughkeepsie,  Sept.  Oth,  178L 
Sir,  His  Excellcy  the  (Jovr.  being  informed  that  there  are 
several  Recruits  raised  on  I^ouTities  of  un:ippro])riated  Lands, 
now  at  Saratoga  who  cannot  without  the  greatest  Inconvenience 
attend  at  Albany.  He,  therefore,  requests  that  you'l  go  uj)  «S: 
muster  them  as  soon  as  i)Ossil)le.  A 11  ho  the  Time  limited  by  the 
J. aw  for  comj)leting  tlifse  Ivegts.  is  expired  yet  he  wishes  to 
have  all  the  men  mustered  tK:  a  Return  of  tlicm  made  to  him  be- 
fore the  Meeting  of  tlie  Legislature  as  they  may  think  it  expedi- 
ent to  extend  the  Time  to  a  further  Pay.     I  am  &c. 

U.  Benson. 
Jacob  L  Lansing  E8(|r.  Albany. 
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[No.  3982.] 

Governor  Clinton  Writes  of  the  Exposed  Condition  of  the  Albany  and 
Tryon  Frontiers  to  General  Heath. 

Pokeepsie,  9th  Septr,  1781. 
Sir,    I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
5th  and  7th  Instant  &  to  thank  you  for  the  Attention  which  you 
are  pleased  to  promise  to  the  Frontiers  of  this  State  &  I  begg 
you  to  be  assured,  Sir,  of  every  Assistance  in  my  Power  to  facili- 
tate your  Command  in  every  particular  and  render  it  effacacious. 
At  the  Instance  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  I  made  the  Disposi- 
tion of  the  Force  intended  for  the  Protection  of  the  Frontiers  in 
the  first  Instance.     They  consisted  of  two  Regiments  of  Levies 
Commanded  by  Lieut  Colonels  Willet  and  Pawling,  each  consist- 
ing of  between  four  &  five  hundred  Men.     Willet's  Regiment  was 
dispatched  to  the  different  Posts  on  the  Frontiers  of  Albany  & 
Tryon  County  to  wit  Saraghtoga,  Forts  Herkimer  &  Rensalaer, 
at  Schohary  &  other  intermediate  Settlements.    The  two  New 
York  Regiments  were  also  at  the   Time  on   that  Service.    Paw- 
ling's  Regiment  is  stationed  on  the  Frontiers  of  Orange  &  Ulster 
from  Minisink  Northward  to  Joseph  Lamontje  at  the  Line  of  the 
County  of  Albany  inclusively  &  occui)y  the  ditTerent  important 
passes  in  that  extent  leading  from  the  westward  to  the  settle- 
ments.   AVilliam's  &  Sacketts  Company  in  West  (^hester  County 
are  also  part  of  this  Regiment.    AVillet's  Regiment  is  since  augu- 
mented  by  the  late  Levies  of  this  State  (the  quota  directed  to  be 
raised  in  the  Counties  of  Albany  &  Tryon  being  ordered  to  join 
his  Command)  but  for  want  of  a  Return  1  am  not  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  Amount  cS:  1    am    (M]ually  ignonint  of    ihe  Number    of 
Eastern  Levies  which  were  iutc^nded  for  Frontier  service  that 
have  arrived  but  I  presume  Genl.  Starke  has  furnished  \o\\  with 
regular  Returns. 
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Witli  Tv«'S|mm(  to  rnwliiij^'s  Kej^inicnl  1  am  of  t  lie  opinion  they 
cannot  be  bettor  (lisj)osed  of  tlian  (hcv  arc  at  j)ro8eut  and  that 
with  tlic  aid  of  the  Militia  which  is  held  in  constant  readiness 
they  will  he  able  to  alTord  as  «:rcal  a  dc«::rce  of  security  to  those 
Frontier  Seltlcnunls  as  their  Situation  will  admit  of,  for  1  pre- 
sume tlie  Force  w,o  are  able  to  maintain  on  the  l^'iontiei's  how- 
ever formidable  would  be  able  so  to  j^uard  such  an  Extent  of 
Country  as  to  pive  perfect  Security  to  the  Inhabitants  agt.  the 
sudden  Incursions  of  small  ravaj^nng  Parties  of  the  Enemy  & 
to  cover  every  settlement  would  so  divide  a  much  larj^er  Force 
than  the  i)resent  is  as  to  prevent  their  beinjr  suddenly  able  to 
collect  &  oppose  any  large  Body  of  the  Enemy. 

The  Frontier  Settlements  of  Albany  &  Tryon  Counties  are  if 
possible  still  more  exposed  to  the  Enemy,  not  only  from  their 
being  a  less  Distance  from  the  Enemy's  Posts  but  by  their  being 
more  remote  from  each  other  &  the  natural  Force  of  the  Country 
not  so  easily  collected.  I  should,  therefore,  conceive  that  any 
adition  of  Force  in  that  Quarter  that  can  be  spared  conven- 
iently would  be  of  real  service.  It  would  have  been  imprudent 
to  have  assigned  i)articular  stations  to  the  Troops  in  Tryon 
County  »^:  to  the  westward  of  Albany,  therefore  Colo.  Willet  in 
whom  I  ]»lace  great  confidence  «S:  whom  I  wish  niay  be  continued 
to  have  immediate  command  of  tiiem,  jms  discretionary  orders 
to  dispose  of  them  according  to  exig<*ncie8.  Genl.  Stark  who  is 
stationed  at  Saraghtoga  has  the  general  direction.  As  I  men- 
tioned in  my  last  1  am  ignorani  of  the  eirriniistances  attending 
the  information  received  by  the  .Mavor  of  .\lbany  resj)ecting  the 
designs  r»f  the  enemy  agt.  that  city  and  ilieicfore  nni  not  abh'  to 
judge  precistdy  of  tlie  credit  it  merits  or  of  the  measures  most 
projKT  to  be  taken  on  the  occasion,  but  I  sho'd  imagine  that  the 
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public  service  would  be  most  effectually  promoted  and  the  cit\' 
derive  the  best  security  by  having  the  frontiers  through  which 
they  must  pass  before  they  can  r-each  it  well  guarded,  and  that 
therefore  the  bulk  of  the  troops  that  can  be  spai-ed  ought  to  be 
applied  to  that  service,  reserving  only  a  small  number  to  mount 
guard  in  the  city  with  the  militia  to  incite  to  vigilance  and 
intimidate  incendaries  from  any  attempt  they  may  have  in  con- 
templation against  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  resi)ect  &  esteem,  Sir,  your 
most  obed't.  servt. 

N.  B.  Pawling's  Regt.  I  believe  from  its  being  very  remote  from 
Genl.  Starke  is  not  included  in  his  command. 


I  No.  :«)y:J.] 
James  (rraiit  A.sks  Governor  Cl'nitoii  lo  be  liclkrcd  of  His  l\iroh\ 

Please  Your  Excellency:  The  Duration  of  War  is  uncertain  Its  Effects  hard  and 
insupportable  to  me,  Considering  my  conduct  and  Situation  from  the  Commencement  of 
it,  to  this  Date,  urges  and  obliges  by  making  Application  to  your  Excellency  for 
Redress;  the  Regulations  and  Laws  of  the  States  being  Settled  Hopes  from  your  Attach- 
ment to  the  Rights  and  Libertys  of  Mankind  in  generall.  to  have  immediate  Relief  from 
my  singular  Disadvantageous  Disagreeable  sul'lering  Situation,  which  Causes  groat  loss 
and  sufloriug  to  me  without  any  possible  Advantage  to  the  States. 

Early  in  the  Troubles  I  formed  my  mind  upon  the  best  Lights  that  my  understanding 
coud  Convey  to  me,  and  has  ever  Acted  agreeable  to  the  Articles  of  Probity  and  the 
strictist  Honor,  yet  the  Exigence  of  the  Times,  were  such,  that  in  May  Seventh  Six. 
I  was  called  on  by  Order  of  Congre.-s  to  attend  the  County  Committee  of  Dutchess:  in 
Complyance  1  readily  did,  when  Committee  infornioil  wo  that  it  was  Ordered  by  Con- 
gross  that  I  and  all  suih  as  had  not  joined  in  full,  shoud  be  paroled  or  give  Equivalent 
satisfaction.  I  told  them  I  coud  not  give  my  Parol  as  it  would  be  Evincelng  that  I 
was  Opposed  to  Liberty,  property,  the  Protestant  Religion  and  no  Taxation  without  True 
Representation  .which  certainly  1  was  not.  this  being  all  that  was  then  held  forth.  But 
to  give  all  the  satisfaction  possible  for  me  thereto  give.  The  Piofr>ssit)ns  of  the  Com- 
mittee then  being  great  to  King  and  Country.  I  made  the  following  Bargain  with  and  by 
Authority  and  Direction  of  Congress:.  To  wit  Should  I  bei-omn  Disagreeable,  they  wore 
to  give  reasonable  notice  to  me  to  Settle  my  Business  and  go  away  from  where  they 
Ruled,  it  beiii!!;  agreeable  to  tlu-  Laws  of  Nations;  should  I  not  go  a<'cordingly.  to 
become  lyable  to  their  Laws  nuuli'  or  to  bo  nuide  good  Bad  or  Indifferent,  and  on  their 
part  they  were  at  any  and  all  times  to  allow  of  my  going  without  any  the  least  hlnder- 
ance.  or  IntiM-uption  from  them  or  any  Cnder  Congress  to  me  or  any  my  Property. 
unless   it   was  by   the   Laws  that  subsisted   at  the  time  of  my   Settleing  here. 

Notwithstanding  this  Mnrgain  which  1  held  sacred  on  my  part  it  was  soon  insisted 
on  that  1  should  give  my  Parol  to  the  Limits  of  Six  Miles  as  a  Prisoner  of  War;  'tho 
1  had  no  Hand  in  the  War  again  to  give  nu)io  satisfaction,  by  great  Persuasion  & 
being  Assured  that  giveing  such  Parol  should  net  Deprive  me  of  my  Bargain,  on  them 
Terms  I  gave  my   Parol. 

My  Parol  and  all  other  my  Engagements  I  have  strictly  kept.  Entr«>at  that  your 
Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  allow  me  my  first  Agreement,  as  my  Durance  is  be*'ome 
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Insupportable  by  It*  Durotlon  and  other  Inconvcnlcnrcs;  Hhould  It  not  be  nKroenble  to 
your  Will,  or  the  Tollry  of  the  States  to  allow  of  my  flrst  Hnrgaln,  Kxpp«'ts  Your 
Exi'ollency  will  be  pleased  to  Pernilt  my  goInK  In  sonie  other  Manner  equally  Honorable 
and  08  Boon  as  possible  and  your  Petitioner  will  evrr  Pray. 

Mr.  Benson  the  Attorney  Gonoral  ean  af^qualnt  your  Kxcollen«-y  with  rvorything 
Kolntlve  to  me.  My  necessity  must  plead  my  excuse  for  IniportunelnK  Your  Kxrelleney 
with  this  Letter,  and  from  your  Goodness  be  Pleased  to  Rrant  my  desired  Relief. 

I    havo    the    Honor    to    be    Your    Excellency's    Most    Obedient    and    Obliged    Humble 
Servant. 
Kredericksburgh  the  10th  September  1781.    Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  ::084.] 

ficmral    S<hni/h'r    rrdtfuJ    that    (In     l!inini/    an-    M< dihil in</    an 

Attinl:  A  Inn  If  l/ir  Mohair/,-  nr  I  In    U  itilson  ]\ir<r. 

Alh.-my.  Scj.t.  KMli,  17S1. 

hi-.  Sir.  Tlir  scnrriiy  of  |»:i|m'1-  iiidmcs  mr  to  h^ivc  llio  hotter 
for  (i(Mi.  Ileatli  iiinlri-  llyiiiii  sml,  arici*  imtusmI  jdcji.^:'  to  close 
and  for\\;ir(l  ii.  Il  i.'<  liixcn  oiil  llial  ilic  lliiniiy  olVciidctl  ;ii  hav- 
inj;  U^iMi  (liijM'<l  1»\  ilic  N'criiioiih'sc.  iiiicnd  lo  aitack  tliciii:  tliis 
willi  tlie  iinlicaiioiis  ai  Si.  .loliiis  iiiscs  me  ^rcai  reason  l<>  sns- 
I)ect  that  tln'v  moan  lo  attacU  ilir  .Moliawk  or  tliis  rivci-. 

YesteiMlay  iwo  sj»ir.s  or  lniiisji  cmissai-ics  passed  ilno  ilie  town 
and  found  moans,  alilio  discoNcn'd.  io  eseaj»e. 

I  am.  \H'.  Sir.  wiili  ;^'roat  rps]i(MM  and  «'sieem  ^'oul•  lOxecdlencv's 
mosl  ubedt.  Servani,  IMi.  Scliuylor. 
ni.^  Kx.  r.nvr.  Plinton.  kv.  kc 

I  iifnrmai  ion  cont'd,  in  lie-  l-clK-i-  lo  ("n'li'l.  Ilcalli  alluded  !<► 
io  the  within  : 

That  a  P.i-i;:ade  of  'I'immhis  had  airi\<'d  at  Si.  .lohiis  fr«»m  (^nc- 
Lk'c  un  tiie  -iMh  Aii;;t.  Tiieir  desiinalinn  not  madr  jmldit-  \et  the 
I*rof)arntions  tnadr-  then*  indicated  a  sih^mIv  'rraverse  of  the 
Lakes. 

Governor  Clinton's  Keply  to  Tienl.  Sciujyler. 

I'okoepHie,  llth  Sept.  1781. 
I)r  Sir.    I  liave  this  Moment   ii'ceivod  \oui-  Favonr  of  tin*  KMli 
InMtnnt  &  have  foi-warded   ih**  I>'tter  it  enilosed  to  Oenl.  Heath 
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by  Express.  Previous  to  the  Receipt  of  yours  I  had  written  to 
him  on  the  Subject  of  the  Frontiers  &  recommended  the  sending 
an  Aditional  Number  of  Troops  for  their  Defence  if  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands  they  could  be 
spared  from  the  Army  under  his  immediate  Command.  You'l 
please  to  excuse  this  short  Scroll  as  I  am  much  indisposed  & 
write  with  great  Pain.    I  am  &c. 


[No.  3985.] 

Hugh  Mitchell  to  Governor  Clinton  with  Lists  of  TFomen,  etc.,  Whose 

Hushands  are  in  Canada. 

Schenectady,  the  10th  Sepr.  1781. 

Sir,  I  am  Honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst.  by  Mr.  Stuart  Covering  a  letter 
with  a  warrant  inclosed  for  Mr.  Peters  which  I  delivered  and  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  favour  don  to  him.  I  also  delivered  your  Message  to  Mrs.  McFarlan.  I  herewith 
transmit  you  a  list  of  the  names  of  a  Number  of  women  whose  husbands  are  with  the 
Enemy.  I  have  not  seen  their  Children  but  by  the  account  they  gave  me  all  the  males 
on  the  list  is  under  twelve  ye?rs  of  age.  At  the  Request  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  BallsTown  I  send  you  a  list  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  that  District  that  you  may 
the  better  know  who  to  apply  for. 

I  am  with  Grate  Respect  Your  Excellencys  most  Hubl.  Servt. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  3986.] 

Qovernor  Clinton  to  the  Commissioners  at  Alhanj/  in    Relation  to 

Exchanges. 

Pokeepsie,  lltli  September  1781. 
Gentlemen,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  your  care 
a  Letter  to  Capt.  Dodge  Commissary  of  Prisoners  for  this  State 
now  at  Albany  enclosing  Papers  Relating  to  his  Ollice.  As  I 
wish  you  to  be  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  Let((M-  I  have*  loft 
U  oj)cn  for  your  Perusal  and  when  you  have  voixd  it  you  will 
please  to  seal  «S:  have  it  delivered  to  him.  You  will  observe  I 
have  ventured  to  recommend  him  to  your  Assie^tauce  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  lousiness  with  which  ho  is  cliMrgi^d  which  I  Hatter 
myself  will  not  be  refused.     If  any  of  ihc   1  n!i;il>iiams  on  the 
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list  to  whose  I'].\(lianj;o  I  li;ivo  consoiitod  (<tan(l  coiiHuit tod  by 
the  Civil  Authority  yoii  will  s<*o  tho  Iin|)roi)rioty  of  iiilar^ing 
thom  iK:  my  Consont  is  to  ho  (•onsi(h'ro(l  as  conditional  I  hat  this 
is  not  the  case.  Tho  Heason  for  not  consenting  at  i)re8ent  to 
the  Exclianp:o  of  Hloore  &  Sho])hai'(l  is  fully  explained  in  my 
letter  to  the  Coniniissaiy.  1  am  &.c. 
Commissrs.  for  Consi)iracios,  Albany. 


[No.  a087.] 

Commisftioners  <it  Alhanif  to  Governor  Clinton  as  to  Foundry 
Exchanfjfs  vith  an  Interesting  Statement  Coneerning  Captain 
Moses  Davis,  irho  iras  Captured  by  Carleton\'i  ^[en. 

Albany,   September  11.  1781. 

Sir:  Tbe  Bearer  of  this  la  old  Capt.  Harris  whose  Son's  charaoter  you  have  some 
knowIedKe  of.  As  he  has  some  matters  of  Importance  to  communirate,  we  have 
Insisted  upon  his  seeing  your  Exrellenry  with  as  much  dispatch  as  pnsslMe.  He  Is  on% 
of  the  Prisoners  lately  sent  down  from  Canada,  who  with  David  Abeel.  and  Peter  Short 
we  have  got  exchanged  for  William  Hogan,  Zachariah  Overmouf.  and  William  Rummer 
as  pr.  a  Receipt  Inclosed,  signed  William  Marsh,  dated  at  Sckenesborough.  7th  Reptr. 
1781,  a  Copy  whereof  we  have  filed  with  us  for  fear  of  Accidents.  This  Exchange  has 
been  hastened  on  account  of  the  Information  we  understood  they  could  give.  With  all 
due  respect  we  are  Your  Excellency's  hum.  Servants 

Saml.   Stringer,  John  M.   Beeckman.  Commissrs.  for  Conspiracies. 

Rec'd.  Schenesborough  Septr.  7th.  17S1.  Zachariah  Overmouf.  William  Ilogan.  William 
Somer.  Citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  Exchange  for  Moses  Harris.  David  Abeel 
4k  Peter  Short,  pri.soners  of  War  permitted  to  return  from  Canada  on   Parole. 

WMIllara  Marsh. 

Capt.  Mo'^es  Davis,  of  Kingsbury,  was  taken  last  October  on  his  W^ay  from  his  Home 
to  Fort  Anne  by  a  Party  detached  from  MaJ.  Carlton's  Command.  He  surrendered  to 
Moffat  late  of  White  Creek.    The  same  Day  Carlton  took  Fort  Anne. 

He  was  carried  to  Montreal  whore  ho  continued  a  Prisoner  untlll  the  14th  Augt.  la«Jt 
when  he  was  permitted  to  come  home  on  a  Parole  &  Is  since  exchanced.  Three  days 
before  he  came  away  one  Hugh  Mosler  (formerly  of  Hicks  Hollow.  Dutchess  County  A 
who  left  that  last  Spring  went  to  Cox-ackie  &  then  fell  In  with  a  Lieut,  of  Butler's 
Corps  who  had  lnll«ted  10  or  11  Men  &  went  with  them  across  the  Country  to  Niagara 
4  owing  to  a  Dispute  with  the  Lieut,  was  sent  Pr'soner  from  there  to  Montreal)  was 
wnt  to  lodre  In  the  same  House  with  him  by  whom  hr>  was  Informed  that  all  the 
People  In  Hick's  Hollow  except  i  Families  had  Inllsted  with  Ino.  Walter  Myer  A  sworn 
In  the  British  Servko.  that  of  the«e  he  remembers  the  Names  of  the  following  -one 
Stone  as  a  J?«rgt.  one  of  Silas  Devils  son  as  a  Sergt.  Thomas  Oay  (now  lives  at  Cox- 
nrkor  )  He  left  a  suit  of  riontbs  a  Now  «adle  A  Bridle  that  co«t  him  twenty  three 
pound"  Sn«v|e  40  hard  dollars  9  Guenas  5H  Jos.  with  Oay  who  was  to  r»  turn  them  to  bis 
wife.  Harrln  knew  Mosler  In  Dtitchess  County  A  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  him 
without  letting  him  know  he  was  a  Prisoner  or  any  thing  of  his  Political  Character. 

That  on  bis  way  Home  from  Montreal  they  were  detained  three  days  about  H  mile 
North  of  St  Johns  where  they  encamped  till  the  Boats  could  be  prepared  to  take  them 
nr-n  p  the  I.4ikc  That  while  there  they  had  Liberty  to  go  to  the  Homo*  In  tbe  Nelgh- 
!  -'  od  to  purchase  Provisions  Ac.  That  one  Bremon  who  formerly  lived  In  King'bury 
with  whom  the  Rtsmlnnnt  was  well  acnunlnted.  now  rc'ldes  In  that  Neighborhood  A 
falling    In    with    him    Invltrd    the   Examlnant   to   I.mIi-o   nt   his    Hou^e   &    he   nrrrptrvl    the 
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Invitation.  That  on  Sunday  night  he  thinks  the  19th  Augt.  he  was  in  Bed  at  Bremen's 
that  Bremon's  son  who  is  a  non-Commlssioned  Officer  or  Private  in  the  Enemy's  Service 
came  to  his  Father's  late  in  the  night  with  a  Dozen  or  more  Indians  with  him.  That  he 
knew  nothing  of  Harris's  being  in  the  House  &  was  conversing  freely  with  the  Indians 
about  the  Designs  of  the  Enemy.  He  said  they  intended  to  make  a  Bold  Push.  They 
intended  to  take  Castle  Town  that  it  was  garrissoned  by  400  men  that  they  intended  to 
take  howitzers  &  other  light  artillery  ag't  it  &  a  strong  force;  that  they  intended  also 
to  burn  Albany  &  Schenectady:  that  they  had  Friends  plenty  in  the  country  that  would 
subsist  and  assist  them  to  effect  their  Designs,  The  Indians  said  they  would  go  with 
him;  that  they  were  now  going  a  fishing  &  that  by  &  by  all  the  Indians,  a  great  many, 
would  come  on  &  go  along.  There  was  no  troops  at  St.  Johns  he  thinks  at  that  Time 
but  the  ordinary  Garrison,  as  there  were  no  Incampment,  &  he  thinks  when  he  left 
Montreal  there  was  not  more  than  140  Troops  at  that  Place,  to  wit  100  Hessians  &  40 
British.  He  did  not  understand  that  there  was  any  Body  of  Troops  collected  at  a  Point 
in  any  one  Place;  they  were  divided  among  the  different  Posts  which  they  garrissoned. 
Sir  Jno.  [John  Johnson]  was  about  30  Miles  up  the  river  from  Montreal  with  his  Corps; 
Jessup  at  Sorrel  with  his,  &  Rodgers  at  St.  Johns.  The  produce  of  the  Country  is 
almost  totally  destroyed  by  worms,  except  wheat  which  is  also  much  injured.  Their 
public  stores  he  understands  is  almost  exhausted  &  little  or  no  supplies  to  be  got  in  the 
country;  Wheat  3  Dolls,  pr.  Bushel;  Beff  20;  Butter  40  &  Cheese  40  coppers  per  pound 
Salt,  a  guina  pr.  Bushel.  He  did  not  hear  of  any  troops  coming  from  elsewhere  to 
St.  Johns  when  he  left  that.  A  sailor  who  came  with  the  prisoners  to  take  the  Boats 
back  and  had  some  notion  of  Desertion  told  him  he  expected  there  would  be  an  expedi- 
tion on  foot  very  quick.  That  he  could  take  all  the  enemy's  vessels  on  the  Lake  with 
boats  well  manned  with  good  hands. 


[No.  3988.] 

Sieur  Eolker  Officially  Recognized  as  Consul  General  of  France  in 
the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware. 

Sir:  Inclosed  herewith  your  Excellency  will  receive  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  10th 
instant,  acknowledging  the  Sieur  Holker  as  Consul  General  of  France  in  the  States  of 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware;  and  a  form  of  an  exequatur,  or 
notification  of  his  quality  which  is  recommended  as  proper  to  be  used  by  those 
States  upon  the  occasion. 

Similar  forms  are  to  be  used  in  all  such  cases  hereafter,  as  you  will  perceive  by  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  31st  August  herewith  also  Inclosed.  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with 
very  great  respect.  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedt  hbble  Servant 

Thos.  McKean,  President. 

Philadelphia,   September  12.  1781 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  August  31st,  1781. 

RESOLVED,    That  upon  •  •  •  •  presenting  to  the  United  States 

in  Congress,  Assembled  his  Commi.ssion  as  Consul  General  of  France,  an  Act  be  there- 
upon passed  recognizing  him  in  his  proper  character.  That  upon  the  delivery  thereof, 
the  cxrquatur  or  a  public  Notification  of  the  quality  of  •  •  •  shall  Issue 

from  the  supreme  executive  power  without  fee  or  perquisite  of  office. 

RESOLVED,  That  until  the  ratlflrntion  of  some  convention  respecting  Consular  power 
between  his  most  Christian  Majesty  &  the  United  States,  the  same  mode  of  recognition 
be  observed. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 

By  the  United  States  In  Congress  Assembled  Sept.  lOth.  1781. 
A  Memorial  of  the  Honble.   Minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  wns  road,   enclosing  a 
Commission  of  the  Sleur  Holker.  Consul  Goncrnl  of  France  In   the  States  of  Now  York. 
New  Jersey,  Pensylvanin  nnd   Dolawnro.  Whereupon  Ordered,  (h.it  the  said  Commission 
be  registered,  and  that  the  Act  of  Recognition  be  In  the  following  Word*: 

21 
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By  the  United  StatoR  In  Congress  Assembled. 

It  Is  hereby  made  known  to  all  whom  It  may  concern,  that  full  Credence  and  respect 
are  to  be  paid  to  the  Steur  Holker  as  Concul  General  of  France,  for  the  States  of  New 
York.  New  Jersey,  ronsylvnnia  and  nolawnre,  Which  States  are  called  upon  respectively 
br  Vlturo  of  tho  powers  delesntod  by  the  confederation  to  the  United  States  In  Con- 
gress assembled  to  furnish  the  sold  Sleur  llolker  with  their  Exequatur  or  Notification 
of  his  Quality,  delivering  one  copy  thereof  to  the  said  SIcur  Holker.  and  causing 
another  to  be  published  In  one  or  more  Gazettes. 

Done  at  Philadelphia  this  tenth  day  of  September  In  the  Year 

of  our  Ix)rd  One  Thousond  Seven  Hundred  and  eighty  one. 

and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  Independence.     By  the  United 

States  In  Congress  Assembled. 
Attest  Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 

New  York,  to  wit.  To  all  whom  It  may  concern 

•  •  •  having  been  recognized  by  the  United  States  In  Congress  assembled 

as  Consul  General  of  France  In  the  State  aforesaid.  It  Is  hereby  declared  that  the 
privlledges  preeminence  and  authority  belonging  to  such  character  and  quality  are 
due  to  him. 


[No.  3989.] 

Colonel  Lush  Asks  Instructions  from  the  Governor  Concerning  an 
Election  CompUcntion  in  Alhany  Count}/. 

Albany,  12th  Sept.  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Ck)lo.  Benson  of  the 
9th  Instant  with  some  letters  without  Directions  for  the  Assem- 
blymen of  this  County — he  desires  me  to  apply  to  the  sheriff  for 
their  Names.  Your  Excellency  doubtless  knows  that  Wendell 
•S:  Ten  Broeck  have  each  returned  Poll  Lists  as  Sheriff  of  the 
County.  Under  these  Circumstances  I  conceived  it  improper  to 
take  the  Members  from  either  of  their  Lists,  lest  if  it  should  be 
hereafter  determined  that  if  I  acted  wronjr,  your  Excellency 
miglit  be  censured  as  it  mi;;lit  be  suppo.sfd  I  had  rec'd  your 
Instructions  for  the  Purpose.  Ton  T^roeck  returns  the  following; 
Persons: 


1   !'.fn»elmer. 


Jsmwi  Harker, 
Vi»lk«Tt  I".  L»ouw, 
Iiuiac  Vrooiiian* 
I>lrk  .Sworl* 


Matthew  AdRnte* 
I'blllp  lUK'kefelier 


Wendell  returns 


Matthew  Adgate* 
Dirk  Hwarf 
I.  > 


j.ii'itj  i-i>r<l, 
I'hillp  KrUbf, 
Nra'l  Thunip«nn, 


Samtiol  Tpd  Iirn««k, 
John  lAnmnK,  Junn. 
aeorge  Cnlvroll, 
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I  have  forwarded  Letters  to  Adgate,  Vrooman  and  Swart  as 
they  are  on  both  Lists.  As  to  the  rest — if  your  Excellency  con- 
ceives it  absolutely  necessary  to  transmit  circular  Letters  one 
of  the  following  Methods  must  be  taken. 

1st.  To  take  Ten  Broeck's  List?    2.  Or  Wendell's? 

3rd.  Or  Add  the  numbers  on  both  Lists  together  and  take 
those  who  stand  highest?  4.  Or  send  Letters  to  those  that 
are  returned  by  both  Wendell  &  Ten  Broeck? 

The  third  method  I  should  be  prevented  from  doing  here  (if 
your  Excellency  should  think  proper  to  direct  it)  as  Mr.  Wendell 
has  refused  to  let  me  enspect  &  take  Extracts  from  the  Poll 
Lists,  but  he  informs  me  they  are  in  the  Secy's,  office.  The 
fourth  I  conceive  (with  submission)  to  be  the  best,  as  it  will 
leave  the  Decision  to  the  Legislature  who  are  judges  of  their 
own  members.  If  your  Excellency  is  of  the  same  Opinion,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  direct  Colo.  Benson  to  send  me  Eight  or  nine 
more  Blanks  without  Delay — and  if  your  Excellency  thinks 
proper,  I  will  act  as  if  without  your  particular  Directions  in  the 
Business. 

1  have  forwarded  the  Letters  to  Tryon  County  by  an  Express 
which  went  the  day  after  I  reed,  them — the  Letters  for  the 
Senators  of  this  County  are  also  sent  and  delivered.  1  am  with 
the  highest  Respect  and  esteem  your  Excy's  most  obedt.  Servt. 

Ilis  Excy.  Gov.  Clinton. 

[No.  3990.] 

Henry  (Ucn  Foncards  to  the  Governor  Xcics  from  the  MoJiawk  a)ni 
Su(j<jesfs  Stronger  MUitary  Proteetion. 

Schenectady,  12th  Septr.  17S1. 

Sir,  The  Bearer  goes  too  your  Excellency  with  a  Letter  from 

Hugh  Mitchell,  P^sqr.  on  the  subject  of  one   Dan'l.   McKiuney 


(joeing  wilh  his  faiinlv  into  ("aiiada  ^:  has  Ki'(iii(\st<(l  a  line  from 

ino.     Th(^  Tnatt(M'  stands  as  follows:    McKinncy  is  a  ]^c^nr  nnfoi" 

wuct  Uivti  who  at  times  is  Not  by  his  Sencies.     Tho  Faimly  docs 

not  Come  under  the  Directions  of  the  Law  for  sending  persons 

in  to  Montreal. 

Mrs.  McKiiiny  iia<l  iwo  itrcMlicrs,  wim  died  in  (hat  Country  vS: 

Lift  this  women  a  Considerable  Large  sum  of  money  «&  she  wants 

to  go  their  in  order  to  lleceive  the  Same  «&  Carry  her  faimly  with 

Iw  r.     Its  needless  for  me  to  say  more;  if  his  Excellency  cane 

any  ways  posible  permit  them  to  Go  in  the  first  Flag,  will  do 

them  a  piece  of  service  &  oblidge  his  Most  obedt.  Uumble  Servt. 

U.  Glen. 
Ilis  Kxrellency  G.  Clinton  &c. 

V.  S.  Since  writing  this  letter  I  Reed  some  interesting  Intel- 
ligence from  the  south,  north  and  west.  I  shall  give  your  Excel- 
lency the  north  &  west.  As  to  the  southern  you  must  had  before 
It  came  this  farr. 

Meaning  by  the  southern  news  of  the  arieval  of  the  French 
fleet  in  the  Chesepeake  &  some  of  them  at  York  Town;  Great 
is  the  News  I  We  have  an  Ac't.  of  all  the  force  they  can  Spare 
in  Canada  was  on  tlie  25th  ulto.  at  St.  Johns  in  order  to  Come 
across  Lake  Champlain  &  its  said  they  mean  tlie  Vermounters 
i\:  that  Sir  John  is  in  the  Expedition  i^  to  have  a  Sepreate  Com- 
mand. 1  am  a  little  of  o])inioii  Sir  John  will  Come  somi'thing 
near  this  Quarter.  As  their  is  a  posibility  of  Albany  or  this 
Town  being  their  object,  both  valuable,  iK:  an  Eye  sore  to  them. 
I  could  wish  we  had  some  more  Assistance;  if  Sir  John  should 
come  as  low  down  as  in  this  Neighberhood  &  No  intelligence 
from  any  force  from  the  westward,  tho  their  has  been  a  parly 
of  about   l.'.o   who  have  Surprised  the  Brave  &  Gallant    Wood- 
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worth  who  Killed  the  Indians  at  Scandaga  two  years  1st  March 
who  was  Killed  with  11  more  14  missing  with  a  Lieut.  Willson 
&  15  made  their  Escape;  this  happened  5  miles  from  Fort  Day- 
ton on  the  7th  Instant;  if  my  friend  Colo.  Willett  was  to  move 
his  force  as  Low  as  Johnstown  &  Conayaga  might  be  of  Service 
to  this  place  &  General  Starck  cutt  of  his  Communication  to 
send  a  Sufficient  force  Across  from  Saratoga. 

You  will  please  to  Excuse  my  write.  I  am  in  a  horry  &  did 
not  like  to  miss  this  opertunity  of  leting  your  Excellency  heare 
^hat  I  am  still  in  the  land  of  the  Liveing  &  hope  God  will  spare 
me  to  see  and  End  of  the  Glories  Cause  we  are  Engaged  in;  our 
Town  is  at  last  Clossd.  &  in  pretty  Good  condition  could  I 
But  Convert  some  of  the  Inhabitants  I  should  be  happy  to  learn 
wether  we  cant  without  delay  have  some  assistance  from  the 
Easthren  Brethren  or  from  General  Heath?  I  remain  Your 
Excellency  most  sincer  well  wisher  &  most  obied  Humb.  Servt. 

To  His  Excellency  G.  Clinton,  &c  &c. 


[No.  3991.] 

The  Allied  Armies  Advancing  on  YorJctown. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  the  Southern  army,  dated 
Elk,  Sept.  12, 1781: 

"  Yesterday  our  grand  fleet  of  nearly  an  hundred  vessels  sailed 
from  IMiiinb  Island,  1  miles  from  KlU,  having  on  board  French 
grenadiers,  chasseurs,  infaniry  of  ilie  Duke's  legion.  American 
light  corps.  Second  New  Jersey  regiment,  colonel  Lamb's  corps 
of  sap[)crs  and  miners,  ariilicers  of  every  kind.  ai>i>arains,  and 
slorc^s  niHM'ssary  for  a  long  siege.  This  joyful  day.  the  rear  di- 
vision   ^\\\\\    \\\\\c\\    gcniM'al     Lincoln    (Miiliarkcd :  consisting    of 
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Hazon's.  01iu\v's  and  First  J(Ms<'y,  sails.  TIk^  roniaininj?  part  of 
both  annit^s  have  inarclKMl  (o  llaltiinoic,  win  re  llicy  aro  to  wait 
the  rotiirn  of  the  vessels  whicli  carry  troops  from  hence,  or  use 
such  as  can  be  procured  by  other  means. 

**  It  said  tliis  day,  tlie  inarciuis  dc  la  Fayette  lias  written  to  Mr. 
Lee  of  IJaltimorc,  that  Loi-d  Corwallis  had  otTcred  to  surrender 
on  tlie  same  terms  which  general  P»urgoyne  did,  but  was  re- 
jected. His  negroes  have  small  pox  raging  amongst  them  vio- 
lently, lie  has  changed  his  position  at  Yorktown  for  Glocester, 
which  is  directly  across  the  river,  and  said  to  be  more  eligible." 


[Xo.  a002.] 
A  Return  of  Levies. 

Albany,  12th  Sept.  1781. 
A  Return  of  the  Levies  Rec'd.  from  the  Difrent  Regeraents 
Command  by  Colonels  Cuyler,  Killian  V'n.  Renslaer,  Hen.  V'n. 
Ronslers,  &  P.  P.  Schuvler. 

Col.  Abrm.  Cuyler  Col.  Kiln.  Vn    Rensilaer  Col.  Hen.  Vn.  HeoMlaer 

3«  29  10 

Col    Philip  P.  S<hu>ler  Total 

■^«  y{  Mm. 

Jacob  ITochstrasser,  Lieut.  N.  York  Levies. 


[Xo.  .'^OOn.] 

The  Amhuseading  of  Lieutenant  Woodworih'S  Party — Only  Fifteen 
Out  of  Thirty  nine  Persons  Escaped — Captain  E.  Marshall 
Reports  the  Affair  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  Sept.  12th,  1781. 

Sir.    P.y  Sundry  letters  within  five  Days  from  Colo.  Willet,  the 

Enemy  have  been  too  Successful  in  Amliuscading  a  ])arty  of  our 

Men.     The  following  are  Extracts  from  the  above  letters; 
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Fort  Plain  Sept.  7,  1781. 
"  By  information  from  Fort  Herkimer  the  enemy  are  down  in 
force.     I  am  collecting  the  Militia,  and  shall    pursue  them    as 
soon  as  possible.     You  will  inform  Genl.  Stark  of  this  as  soon 
as  possible."    This  is  the  whole  of  his  Letter  of  that  Date. 

Fort  Harkimer  Sept.  8th  1781. 
"  The  Enemy  have  returned,  nor  does  it  appear  the  Party  was 
anything  like  so  Strong  as  was  at  first  supposed.  I  am  endeav- 
ouring to  make  every  possible  discovery.  If  I  make  any  that  will 
be  an  Object  of  pursuit  I  shall  do  it,  if  not,  shall  return  to  Fort 
Plain — please  to  communicate  this,  in  your  Quarter  to  prevent 

longer  alarms  than  is  necessary." 

Fort  Plain,  Sept.  10th. 

^'  I  am  just  leturned  to  this  place;  the  party  that  Lieut.  Wood- 
worth  fell  in  with,  and  which  has  occasioned  the  late  alarm — did 
not  appear  to  be  anything  like  so  strong  .as  was  represented  to 
me, — they  were  far  gone  before  we  could  get  near  them.  Poor 
Woodworth  was  taken  in  by  their  ambuscade  &  was  unfortu- 
nately killed  the  Second  fire;  it  cost  us  dear,  only  fifteen  (out 
of  Thirty  Nine  Men  &  Two  Ollicers,)  Escaped.  Eleven  of  our 
Men  including  Woodworth  were  found  Dead.  The  Remainder 
with  Wilson  we  have  no  Account  of;  Wilson  in  doubt  did  every- 
thing in  his  Power.  The  Enemy  were  too  heavy  for  him  i^-  I 
fear  some  of  his  men  left  him  in  the  Lurch.  It  hi[a]s  been  an 
unfortunate  allair;  we  must  hope  for  better  hereafter.  Please 
to  inform  G'l.  Stark  &  Governor  Clinton  of  this  Disaster;  want 
of  paper  prevents  me  from  doing  it  myself." 

I  rec'd.  your  Excellencys  favour  of  the  21)th  ulto.  have  applyd 
but  can  get  no  Returns — there  are  great  deliciencies  yet;  by 
the  enclosed  you  will  see  the  Numbers  furnished  by  the  Regi- 
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Hunts  within  tin's  \'iriniiv.  I  linvo  applinl  ^^  rcMnonatrated  re- 
pfatt'illv  Imt  ii  li;is  Itccn  of  liiiic  ;i\.'iil.  Ciivlcis  liri^iiiicnt  is 
coniploto. 

1   am   witli   ^^rcat    Mstrciu   Sir,   Wmw   llxcrllciicv's  Most  obedt. 
liuiiibl.  Servt. 
OoviM'nor  riinton. 


[No.  3004.] 
Giilion  lUikiV  to  (iorvrnor  Clinton — Petition  for  I'ardoti. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  300.").] 

Casvi/  J  J  Id  ridge's  Petition  for  Pardon. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  3000.] 
\rnoId  li'rifnolds  to  Gorcrnor  Clinton — Petition  for  Pardon. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  3007.] 

Livuttnant  lUtir  Wtlnli  Jicports  fit  the  (iorernor  on  S^ccret  Service — 
Robert  Benson  Malcca  Reply. 

Sir,   The  Hearer  Hichd.  Prince,  a  soldier  in  the  leviee,  is  the 
person  I  have  had  Out   with  me  amonp^st  the  McDonalds  &c.     I 
have  had  him  out  for  Ki<jjlit  davs  .since  1  have  been  at  Poughkeep 
sic,  and  as  he  reports  I  nni  of  opinion,  there  is  none  of  those 
viiians  in  that  (piarter  of  the  Country. 

leaac  Tnbious  sends  me  word  to  be  on  my  guard  in  future,  as 
the  Chief  of  little  Hritton  was  in  jtursute  after  me  the  next 
day  after  1  left   there,  supposing  me  to  be  (as  hv  tliought)  a 
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British  officer  he  sends  word  they  serched  his  house;  he  used 
the  Bearer  with  the  greatest  kindness  Imaginable. 

Should  any  of  those  vilians  atempt  to  harbour  in  this  quarter 
of  the  Country  I  am  in  hopes  to  render  you  an  agreable  account 
of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  strictest  atention  to  your  Design  your 
Excelencies  Most  Obediant  and  very  Humble  servant 

Peter  Welsh,  Lieut. 

N.  B.  The  Bearer  will  Inform  the  particulars  of  what  passed 
while  he  was  out.  I  wish  to  have  a  line  to  Know  whether  this 
matter  may  be  Continued  or  not. 

Poughkeepsie  Sept.  14th,  1781. 
Sir,  His  Excellency  is  indisposed  &  therefoer  could  not  ex- 
amine Prince  relative  to  the  business  you  have  employed  him  in. 
He  however  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  rect.  of  your  Letter 
&  to  inform  you  that  he  leaves  it  to  your  Discretion  whether  it 
is  necessary  to  prosecute  the  business  any  farther  at  present.  If 
it  should  not  be  inconvenient  to  you  at  any  Tinu^  »S:  you  should 
judge  it  necessary  to  renew  the  business  you  will  take  the 
necessary  Measures  accordingly. 

I  am  &c  K.  B. 
Lieut.  Welsh. 


[No.  3008.] 

(lorcrnor  (linton  to  Ilcnri/  (iUn   in   linjatd  to   l\,V('ha}iuis  and  the 

Protection  of  the  Frontiers. 

Pokeepsie,  14th  Septr.  178L 

Dr  Sir,    I  have  reed,  your  Letter  of  \'2th  Inst.     Some  days 

since  I   wrote  to  Mr.  Mitchel  in  answer  to  a   Letter  from  him 
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n^pertinn:  Mr.  Kenny  &  liis  family  &  told  him  that  I  could  not 
^'ran{  the  KiMjiicst  unless  Mr.  Kenny  applied  to  me  in  writing 
n^'ix^able  to  the  Law  authorizinp:  mv  to  exrhan,i]:o  Inhal.itants  of 
this  State  who  claimed  to  owe  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  for 
the  Subjects  of  this  State  Prisoners  with  the  Enemy.  This  Law 
was  passed  last  Winter,  and,  however  willing  to  relieve  tlie  dis- 
tress of  this  Poor  Family,  I  conceive  myself  altogether  unau- 
thorized to  consent  to  their  joining  the  enemy,  however  insig- 
niflcant,  in  any  otlier  mode  than  that  prescribed  by  it.  I  beg 
you  will  communicate  this  to  Mrs.  Kenney  that  if  she  chooses 
her  application  may  be  made  accordingly. 

T  nm  obliged  to  you  for  your  Intelligence — the  news  from  the 
Southw'd  respect'g  the  arrival  of  the  French  tleet  is  truly  inter- 
esting &  we  have  Reason  to  hope  soon  to  receive  very  important 
Intelligence  from  that  Quarter.  I  wrote  to  Genl.  Heath  a  few- 
Days  ago  informing  him  of  the  State  of  the  Frontiers  &  recom- 
mended to  him  the  send'g.  an  additional  Force  (if  the  Safety  of 
the  Pofts  below  would  admit  of  his  sparing  any)  for  their  Pro- 
tection &  1  am  not  without  Hopes  that  we  shall  be  able  with 
Common  Exertions  to  frustrate  any  Attempts  the  Enemy  have 
in  Contemplation  agt.  your  Quarter.  Be  pleased  to  inform  Mr. 
Mitchel  (to  whom  I  have  not  liy  the  present  Time  to  write)  that 
I  have  transmitted  the  List  of  Tory  Wonirn  he  sent  me  to  the 
Com'rs.  in  Albany  with  my  Consent  to  their  Departure  for 
Canada  nt^  Security  that  an  e(iual  Number  of  our  Friends  in  Cap- 
tivity be  liberated  &  permitted  to  return  Home. 
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[No.  3999.] 

Inhabitants  of  Ballston  Prisoners  with  the  Enemy. 

Pokeepsie,  Uth  Septr.  1781. 

Sir,  I  enclose  yoii  a  List*  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  BallsTown 

in  this  State  Prisoners  with  the  Enemy  &  it  is  my  Desire  that  you 

pay  due  Attention  to  their  Exchange  whenever  an  Opportunity 

offers.     I  am  &c. 

G.  C. 

Capt.  Dodge,  State  Corny,  of  Prisoners. 


[No.  4000.] 

Governor   Trumhull   of    Connecticut   Requests    Governor    Clinton's 
Assistance  in  Apprehending  Joel  Beach. 

Hartford,  Sept.  15th,  1781. 

Sir,  Joel  Beach  a  Subject  of  this  State  was  in  the  Year  1780 
largely  concerned  in  the  importation,  and  passing  of  Counterfeit 
Money,  in  which  practice  he  was  detected  and  a  prosecution 
instituted  against  him,  as  you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  Complaint 
&  Warrant — of  which  sd.  Beach  geting  information  made  his 
escape  out  of  this  State,  and  it  never  has  since  been  in  the  power 
of  the  officer  to  apprehend  him  and  we  are  informed  that  Beach 
Secreets  himself  in  the  State  of  New  York  to  escape  the  punish- 
ment due  to  his  Crimes.  And  as  I  am  confident  you  would  will- 
ingly afford  your  Aid  to  bring  such  atrotious  offenders  to  pun- 
ishment, I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  the  papers  to  you  and 
wish  you  would  back  them  witli  sufticioiit  authority  to  apprehend 
Beach  in  the  State  of  New  York,  if  he  can  be  there  found. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  with  Sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  Your 
Excelencies  obt.  Huml.  Servt. 

•List  not  found. 
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[No.  4001.] 

(UneraJ  Heath  to  Governor  Clinton  in  Rcfjord  to  the  Disposition  of 

Wcissenff  Is  Rnjimt  nt. 

lleadciiiartors,  Continciilal  villaf]:o,  Sept.  15,  1781. 

Sir,  I  liave  boon  honored  wiUi  yours  of  tlir  Ttli  and  (hank  yon 
fur  tlic  parti('uh\r  dotail  of  ])osts  and  Iroops  on  the  frontiors. 
I'olontd  W'ilk't,  of  whom  1  have  the  liij^hest  opinion,  shall  not  be 
intorrnpted  in  liis  roniinand^considcrinc:  the  importnnee  of  the 
northern  frontiers,  liow  nnnh  tlu  y  have  been  harrassed,  and  that 
they  aro  still  menaced.  After  I  wrote  to  general  Stark  in  tho 
letter  whieh  passed  through  yonr  hands,  I  ordered  Major  Logan 
with  two  companies  of  Weissenfids  re«;iment  to  i)roceed  immedi- 
ately to  Albany  for  the  security  of  that  place.  I  have  since  been 
informed  that  a  phice  called  J'.alUown  is  a  pass  through  which 
the  enemy  will  probably  come  should  they  attempt  Albany — if 
80,  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  send  one  of  the  two  companies 
there — the  remainder  of  colonel  Weissenfels  regiment,  except 
the  company  in  Orange  county,  are  on  the  lines  with  colon<  1 
Putnam.  They  are  an  exceeding  line  corps — and  if  you  think 
the  northern  frontier  is  not  sufficiently  covered,  and  that  Weis- 
senfels regiment  will  be  more  serviceable  tliere  than  below,  he 
shall  be  ordered  to  the  nuithward;  or  if  you  think  the  two  com- 
panies are  sufficient,  and  it  will  be  ])est  to  station  one  of  them 
at  Balltown,  it  shall  be  done.  1  request  your  opinion  freely  in 
these  matters,  being  the  best  judge.  My  wish  is  to  afford  the 
frontiers  tho  best  protection  in  my  [)owor,  compatible  with  the 
primary  object  of  my  eommaiid,  tlie  effe<'tual  security  of  the 
posts  of  the  Highlands. 

I  send  to  be  disposed  of  as  your  Excellency  may  think  proper, 
one  Ezekiel   Youmans  an  inhabitant   of  the  city  of  New  York. 


'<-i^— —    I     II— I  II  wnpiwiBii— III  '■ii"«w<wiH'^Pii"  II  'Ml  ■   III     •z-i'V — ^rrr  ■■-■•>^rrr^nrpy^tJfr''r'i^f:r:^M 


ZIET  7Z\ 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  333 

lately  taken  near  Hobuck  ferry  by  one  of  our  parties.  He  was 
trading  when  taken,  says  he  has  been  appointed  a  captain  in 
Ward's  corps,  but  resigned — is  now  one  of  his  soldiers.  He  was 
not  taken  in  arms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4002.] 

Major   Popham    Sends    Intelligence    to    the    Governor    Concerning 
Washington's  Army  and  the  French  Fleet. 

Baltimore,  Sept.  loth,  1781. 

Sir,  Two  motives  have  induced  me  to  address  your  Excellency 
in  this  as  well  as  in  a  former  Letter;  the  first  is  a  desire  to  con- 
tribute to  your  Satisfaction,  by  comunicating  any  interesting 
Intelligence  which  may  come  to  my  knowledge,  respecting  the 
movements  of  our  Army  in  this  Quarter — the  second,  and  which 
I  fear  you  will  conceive  to  be  the  most  powerful,  is  a  Desire  to 
profit  by  your  Excellency's  Consequence  in  the  Conveyance  ot 
my  Letters  to  the  Northward. 

However,  as  your  Excellency  must   be   more   intimately  ac- 
quainted with  tlie  secret  Springs  which  actuate  the  great  ma- 
cliine,  than  I  can  ]!0ssibly  l)(^  sui)])0S(m1  to  be,  I  sliall  only  taki^  tin' 
liberty  to  iiironn  you  tlint  accts.  just  rereivid  in  town  I  ho'  not 
omcially  say  that  '^  the  Count  de  Grass  has  been  joined  by  tlio 
Meet  from  Rhode  Island,  and  that  he  has  captured  &  sent  in  one 
()4  Gun  ship  and  four  Frigates  "    -that   previous  to  the  Arrival 
of  General  Washington  in  A'irginia  Lord  Cornwallis  sent  out  all 
the  usoh>ss  ]\[en,  WonuMi  .K:  Cliihlrcn  and  has  made  every  Dispo- 
sition which  indicates  a   Dolcrniinai  ion  to  stand  out   to  the  last 
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Extremity — Hut   obstinacy  aj^ainst  such   a  dccidod  superiority, 
will  savor  of  Madness,  ratlu-r  lliaii  (rue  Coiira^M'.     Please  to  di- 
rect your  Aid  to  forward  tlie  enclosed  to  its  address. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Your  KxccUcncv's  humble  Servt. 


[No.  4003.] 
Levies  Received  at  FishJdU. 
Return  of  the  Levies  Keceived  at  Fishkill  from  the  Different 
Rcgts.    In  General  Swartwout's  Uriirade,  Fishkill  Septr.  ye  IHth, 
1781. 

Colo    Brlnokerhoff  8               r>o.  Frears  Do.    Feilds  Do.  Linllnton's           Do    Graham's 

:t5                                        41  40  31                               4  4 

Do.  V.  DerHurgh'8  Do.  Hopkln's  Total 

26                                        54  271 

Christopher  Codwise,  Capt.  &  M.  Mastr. 


[No.  4004.] 

Petition  of  Francis  West  in  lirhulf  of  Pardon  for  Reynolds,  Baker 

and  FA d red. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4005.] 

Oovernor  Clinton  to  the  Connnissioners  at  Albanjf  as  to  Exchange  of 
Persons  and  Especialli/  of  Women. 

Tokecpsie,  12th  Septr,  1781. 

Genth*meii,    Since  writing  the  above  (see  my  Letter  of  y(^ster- 

day)  Your  Letter  of  the  8th  Instant  is  received.     By  the  enclosed 

papers  to  the  State  Com'y.  of  Prisoners  you  will  observe  I  have 

Bi;:nified  my  Consent  to   the   F.xchanj^e  of  several   Inhabitants 

whose  Requests   I   found   Witnt'ssed  by   two  of  your   Hoard.     I 

have  now  added  to  the  List  the  names  of  tliose  transmitted  to 

me  in  vour  last.     You  will  p<'rceive  I  had  withheld  mv  Consent 

»  I  » 

to  Hloore  &  Shepard  for  other  Reasons  than  those  you  mention 


I 


I 
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&  that  as  to  the  whole  it  is  Conditional.     It  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine what  is  best  to  do  with  the  Women.    Those  who  have  Sons 
grown  up  ought  not  to  be  permitted  on  any  Consideration  to  go 
into  the  Enemy  until  their  Sons  who  will  certainly  follow  their 
Parents  are  first  exchanged,  nor  indeed  is  it  my  Opinion  that 
one  more  ought  to  be  suffered  to  go  than  will  be  sufficient  with 
those  who  were  sent    off    last  Fall  to  exchange  those  of    our 
Friends  who  are  lately  returned  from  Canada  unless  all  our 
female  friends  are  released  and  the  present  system  of  Warfare 
discontinued  in  future.    I  have  written  on  this  subject  &  to  this 
effect  to  Gov.  Haldeman  &  it  would  [be]  absurd  &  improper  to 
depart  from   my  Determination   before  I  have  his   Answer.    I 
am  4&c. 

[No.  4006.] 

General  Heath  to  Governor  Clinton — Weissenfels  Ordered  to  Albany 
— Fears  of  a  Dash  of  the  Enemy  on  the  Northern  Frontier. 

Headquarters,  Continental  Village,  Sept.  IT,  1781. 

Sir,  Since  writing  on  the  15,  I  have  received  the  inclosed  from 
Lieut.  Shaylor,  the  ofificer  who  took  Yeoman.  If  your  Excellency 
should  not  view  him  in  any  other  light  than  a  prisoner  of  war, 
I  shall  ha«ve  no  objection  to  gratifying  Mr.  Shaylor.  If  you 
should  think  Yeoman  deserves  a  different  treatment,  I  have 
nothing  to  say. 

Yesterday  I  received  information  by  a  person  from  Montreal, 
that  the  enemy  have  for  some  time  been  building  canoes  and 
small  batteaux  at  St.  Johns,  baking  hard  bread  at  Montreal  and 
forwarding  it  to  St.  Johns.  This  morning  1  received  information 
from  Gen.  Schuyler  that  a  number  of  troops  had  arrived  at  St. 
Johns  from  Quebec,  and  it  was  supposed  a  descent  on  the  fron- 
tiers is  meditating.     The  person  who  informs  of  the  building  of 
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the  onnoes  nnd  small  hattcMiix,  su|)pos(»s  tlu-m  from  tlicir  8iz«*, 
latluT  oalrulatt'd  for  a  dcsicnt  dii  llic  scttlrnu'iits  on  the  liead 
of  ronnorticnt  river,  tlian  to  cross  IIh^  lakoa. 

General  Soliuyler  writes  me  tliai  Ik-  has  <j:iven  your  Excellency 
the  intelligence.  I  liave  ordered  Weissenfel's  rgiment  to  Albany 
immediately;  one  company  to  be  stationed  in  the  city,  the  others 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  public  service 
nnd  security  of  the  fi'ontiers.  Shall  write  general  F(*11owr  to 
liave  tlie  militia  of  Berkshire  in  readiness,  should  thev  be 
wanted.  Your's  are  always  in  readiness.  1  have  the  honor  to 
be  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 
servant. 


[No.  4007.] 
a.  IloircU  .l.s'Ax  tin   (lorrrnor's  Assistancr  in  Iitiit(jrat'u))i  tu  Freedom. 

Southampton,  Long  Island,  September  17tb,  1781. 
Sir:  Altho'  I  have  not  the  happiness  of  being  personaUy  known  to  your  Excellency— 1 
hope  your  goodness  will  excuse  my  addressing  you— on  a  subject,  the  disagreeable  part 
of  which,  has  undoubtedly  reached  you  before  this.  I  do  design  by  a  proper  representa- 
tion, through  the  mediation  of  this  Letter,  and  Major  Davice;  to  obviate  the  bad 
tendency  of  reports,  that  have  been  propagated  to  my  prejudice,  while  in  the  Country 
In  order  to  which.  It  is  necessary  strictly  to  adhere  to  truth,  and  to  avoid  sophistry  in 
the  relation;  as  It  must  undergo  an  examination  and  inspection— and  if  after  a  thorough 
«>xpllcation.  It  should  prove  to  your  Excellency  Satisfaction— I  have  no  doubt— you'll 
then  be  disposed  to  render  me  any  assistance  to  facilitate  my  return  to  the  Continent— 
from  whence  I  was  drove,  by  the  violent  prosecution,  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Trum- 
bull—the  most  8o:  perhaps  that  ever  was  known  to  a  person  sircumstanccd  as  I  was: 
provided  with  the  amplcnt  Pasport,  and  Protection,  that  the  Supreme  Legislative 
Authority,  could  invest  me  with— for  my  peanible  residence.  However,  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  the  Prosecution  was  levied  from  any  other  motive  than  genuine  affection— 
and  a  zeal  to  serve  bis  Country,  tho'  I  am  conscious  that  it  was  unjust— nnd  that  the 
Qovernor  was  under  the  influence  of  a  wrong  guidance-  and  a  desire  to  serve  ones 
C.'ountry  w»»U — hn«»  a  fendrnry  fr<"inently  to  lend  thn  most  wl.'^e  and  cautious,  too  far. 
I   V  ,1    ^ijnt  little  property  that   I  bad 

not  ut   any  other   proof,   than   a  bare 

aitertlon.  that  a  future  day  would  enable  my  Prosecutor,  to  convict  me.  A  protedure 
eoDtrary  to  the  established  laws  of  every  free  Country— and  to  every  Idea  of  freedom 
and  reason- 1  rested  a  long  time  under  this  exemption  from  Justice,  satisfied ;  in  this 
princaple,  that  when  a  ("  f<>ncd  with  danger,   it  was  allowable  to  brake 

riv»r   or    to   utriN'h    th**  to    nv«rt    a    probable   danger — howerer,    this 

',    and    rcrtlflod,    a.n   soon    a"< 
list  the  legality  of  the  pro- 
'edurr.    and    «ppll<  aliens    for    a    tryal    bouth    before    an<l    after    I    had    departed    from 
Pri-.,«r,  ),.,,i  proved  Incfrectual,  I  did  not  know  to  what  length  their  teal  might  lead  to 
I.  .   left  them;   Indeed  I   could  not   long  have  abided   in   Prison,   as  my  health 

was  •(rn-Mhly  efTwted  by  It.  After  four  weeks  spent  in  fruitless  attempts,  I  returned  to 
ibis  plarr,  whrre  I  havo  remained  ever  sinro— In  constant  rxpertatlon  that   yome  of  my 
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friends  would  be  able  by  their  assistance,  to  place  me  on  the  footing  of  a  subject— 
which  is  all  that  I  do,  or  ever  did  claim— and  what  I  am  justly  entitled  to.  I  impute  it 
entirely  to  a  want  of  method,  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  my  wishes. 
Major  Davice  being  frequently  on  the  spot,  I  thought  proper  to  advise  with  him  on  my 
case,  and  to  sollicit  his  assistance — which  he  is  good  enough  to  grant  me;  and  has 
undertaken  accordingly  and  I  doubt  -not  but  that  he  will  be  able  to  clear  up  the 
matter,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  Excellency,  and  also  to-  the  neighbouring 
Authority  as  I  could  wish,  and  that  there  might  be  no  farther  dificulty  or  uneasiness  in 
the  affair.  Indeed  I  should  prefer  remaining  here,  to  undergoing  another  such  cam- 
paign (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  term).  My  Pasport  authorizes  me  to  go  to  any  of  the 
United  States.  I,  therefore,  chose  N.  York  as  I  am  best  acquainted  with  its  laws  and 
Government  and  have  lived  within  its  territories— and  hope,  and  shall  expect  to  meet 
with  effectual  suport  and  Protection  under  your  Excellencv's  wise  and  salutary  adminis- 
tration. I  am  willing  to  give  every  testimony  of  my  allegiance  which  the  laws  of  my 
Country  require— and  to  deposit  One  thousand  Pounds  in  the  Bank  as  a  further  proof 
that  my  intentions  are  as  upright  and  sincere,  as  my  professions  are  explicit.  I  can 
also  bring  anything  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  Army's  uniform,  &c  &c. 

Hopeing  that  your  Excellency  will  think  proper  to  adopt  such  measures— as  will  tenri 
to  the  completion  of  my  wishes— 'til  a  future  oppertunity  offers  to  assure  you,  of  the 
esteem  I  bear  towards  you  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  Your  Excellency's  most  hum- 
ble Servant 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

[No.  4008.] 

General  Heath  to  Governor  Clinton — Disturbed  Over  the  Prospects 
of  Obtaining  Forage  for  the  Army. 

Headquarters,  Continental  Village,  September  18, 1781. 
Sir,  The  difficulties,  not  to  say  Impossibilities  of  obtaining 
forage  for  this  army  in  its  present  encampment,  are  become  so 
many  and  great,  that  I  am  constrained  to  lay  our  situation 
before  your  Excellency.  The  county  of  West  Chester,  although 
fertile  in  forage,  yet  from  the  length  of  time  which  the  American 
and  French  armies  encamped  there,  the  quantities  of  forage  con- 
sumed by  them,  with  what  has  since  been  brought  to  this  army, 
and  what  perished  in  the  fields  by  not  beiug  seasonably  secured, 
have  rendered  this  part  of  the  country  unwilling  and  nearly 
unable  longer  to  supply  the  army — at  the  same  time  the  public 
service  requires  that  it  should  in  some  wa^^  be  done.  The  other 
counties  of  the  State  have  for  this  year  hitherto,  fortunately, 
not  been  called  u])on,  and  1  am  told,  are  full  of  forage.  I  have 
represented  our  situation  to  Congress;  but  your  Excellency  well 
knows,  tliiit   in  \\\c  vaiicly  of  business,  with  which  that  august 
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body  nr(»  Burroiindod,  answers  aro  not  iininodiately  obtained. 
There  is  yvt  sonw  fora«;e  in  tliis  eounty,  but  the  forajre  masters 
have  nothinjx  at  coininand  but  certificates  and  cannot  allure  the 
inhabitants  to  part  with  their  forage  for  them,  while  large  sums 
for  former  supplies  are  due.  I  sincerely  feel  for  the  inhabitants. 
Hut  what  is  the  army  to  do?  We  must  have  forage,  or  quit  the 
ground.  Thus  circumstanced,  I  am  compelled  to  request  your 
Kxcellencv's  aid  in  such  wav  as  vou  mav  think  most  conducive 
H)  the  public  service,  and  least  injurious  to  the  inhabitants. 
The  same  reluctance  is  discovered  respecting  pastures  as  fur- 
nishing dry  forage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  servant 

P.  S.  I  am  this  moment  informed  that  the  neighborhood  of 
Fredericksburgh  is  full  of  forage  both  long  and  short,  but  the 
inhabitants  will  not  spare  it.  The  oflicer  of  the  day  reports  to 
me  that  the  few  saddle  horses  kept  in  camp  will  very  soon  be 
totally  unlit  fur  service.  1  must  repeat  my  request  for  immedi- 
ate relief.  W.  H. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

[No.  4001).] 
Ilobart  Lathains  Petition  Askin<j  to  Remove  His  Vamihj. 

To  Hl»  Excellency  tbo  Oovornor  &  the  Secret  Committee  for  the  State  of  New  York: 
The  Petition  ft  Prayer  of  your  Mumble  Scrvt.  Hobart  Latham  on  Long  Island  humbly 
•hewetb  Your  Excellency  ft  Committee,  that  I  have  a  Wife  &  F'amely  with  a  sum  of 
Property  which  l«  to  me  considerable  at  Sagg  Harbour  which  has  been  for  some 
Years  exposed  to  be  plundered  ft  De.-troyed  by  the  Drltlsh  Troops.  And  I  have  actually 
suffered  not  only  by  them  but  by  the  American  Doata.  Had  It  been  practicable  for  Me 
to  Remove  my  Property  I  should  long  slnre  have  brought  my  Kamcly  on  to  Connecticut 
or  New  York.  I  now  have  a  considerable  supply  of  KngHf^h  Ooodn  &  other  Prnp.rty 
which  can  be  easily  Changed  Into  such  property  ft  efrecis  as  can  be  removed  If  they 
can  be  protected  from  Selsure.  Your  HumbU?  SorVt.  therefore.  Is  willing  to  giv.  any 
Bwrurity  Your  Excellency  shall  think  fit  to  Require  for  Good  behaviour  ft  fair  upright 
conduct  In  the  matter?  Whereupon  your  Petitioner  Prays  Your  Excellency  ft  the 
Commtte  to  grant  Liberty  for  to  Remove  my  famcly  ft  Effects  from  Long  Island  Into 
the  Stale  of  Connecticut  Under  nu«h  Roitrlctlons  A  In  such  way  ft  manner  as  to  your 
Excellency  ft  Commltfe<»  shall  srrm  be  t  for  the  Publick  Good.  Hobart  Latham. 
Dated  at  Saxg  Harbour  ye  18tb  of  Sept  178L 
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[No.  4010.] 

Albany  Commissioners  Expose  to  the  Governor  the  True  Character  of 
Several  Persons  who  Desire  to  he  Exchanged — Threatened  Destruc- 
tion of  Albany  Reported. 

Albany  19  Sept.  17$1. 

Sir,  We  inclose  your  Excellency  applications  for  exchange. 
Abraham  Volwyder  one  of  the  persons  applying,  we  are  of  Opin- 
ion ought  to  be  detained,  as  his  Father  and  all  his  Connections 
are  residing  among  us  which  will  be  an  inducement  for  him  to 
come  into  the  Country;  and  from  the  Character  of  his  Friends 
we  have  great  Reason  to  think  they  will  harbour  him.  He  is 
an  old  offender;  it  was  him  who,  when  General  Burgoyiie 
came  down,  conducted  Capt.  Campbell  of  the  British  Army  to 
this  Place  in  disguise.  We  inclose  Your  Excellency  an  Exami- 
nation of  five  persons  from  Montreal,  three  of  whom  on  their 
Way  homeward  to  Caretuck  we  have  directed  to  wait  on  Your 
Excellency.  James  Dugan  who  remains  here  is  a  son  of  Colo. 
Dugan  who  entered  our  service  when  General  Montgomery  was 
in  Canada,  and  who  has  since  gone  to  France;  he  appears  to  be 
an  intelligent  young  Man,  and  from  the  Opportunities  he  has 
had  while  in  Canada  with  his  Friends,  and  being  acquainted 
with  the  French  Language,  he  is  more  particular  in  his  Account 
than  the  others;  but  the  Principal  Parts  they  all  agree  in,  which 
are  summed  up  in  the  Examination.  We  are  Your  Excellencies 
Most  Obedt.  &  humble  Servants 

Saml,  String(M\  -.   Commissrs. 

John  M.  Peecknuiu,  ^  for 

Isaac  1).  Fonda,         ^  Conspiracies. 

His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 
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TllHKATENED    INVASION    HY   THIO    W  AY    OF   CANADA   Klil'OUTED    WITH 

A  Mknacb  on  Albany. 
Cainplu'll  Ix'f(»v(»r,  J()st'{)li  \\  illhoii,  Juliu  Aii^^cll  and  John 
Dunrnn.  InliaMlnnls  of  KaiicMicky  Connlv.  in  tlir  Siair  of  \'ii- 
ll'inUi,  and  . lames  Dn^'an,  (Son  of  Colo.  I)u«,Mn)  being  examined 
«!iy  that  tlioy  h'ft  Montreal  the  2tUli  of  August;  that  the  Satur- 
day before  they  came  away  between  250  or  300  of  Sir  John  Jolin 
«on's  men  crossed  the  River  St.  Lawrence  on  their  way  to  St. 
Johns  where  tluv  were  lo  be  joint d  by  some  white  men  and 
Savages  who  are  to  come  over  the  lake  and  to  make  an  Attack 
<*ither  on  the  Mohawk  river  or  the  North  River;  that  previous 
to  their  leaving  Montreal  a  large  quantity  of  hard  Bread  was 
baked;  that  it  is  conjectured  that  they  intend  to  fall  upon  some 
jdaee  and  draw  the  whole  of  the  Militia  that  Way  and  that 
ji  party  is  tlien  to  fall  upon  that  Part  of  the  Country  which  is 
left  destitute  of  Men;  that  it  was  reported  that  the  fleet  liad 
arrived  in  Canada  but  that  they  do  no  believe  it,  as  they  have 
often  before  heard  it  reported  without  foundation;  that  they 
have  frequently  heard  Sir  John's  men  say  that  they  intended  to 
destroy  Albany  this  Fall  and  that  they  have  understood  a  Party 
is  to  come  from  Niagara  who  art-  to  join  with  tlic  |»arty  that  is 
to  come  over  the  Lake  from  St.  lolms. 
Albany  19  Sept.  1781. 

[No.  4011.] 
.\()(ih   Wihbs  iamily  Left  Institute  hi/  His  Distrtion. 

■  ^r  ot  tho  State  of  New  York  Oenl.  and 
«  rnJ  nf  the  Nnvy  of  the  Bnme: 

Maj   it  piea««  7our  Excellency 

Wli«»rea«  Noah  Webb,  of  FredfricK   i.urk-n  '    .•   V        County  .1  f.  v   M  .nili 

pant  at>i*rnnied  and   hath   Kone  Within  the   '.  \.  ■  •      I.<  .v  iig  bcbinil   .1    \\.'>'  an  I 

tliree  Sm.  ;  .<?clvc8. 

W*»  f^r-  .,iiU  Your  Excellency  that  Consider- 

•  '^  r   and    innt.ihtjr   of    the    Wifr   of   the  Kaid    Webb   of   Soportin    hernelf   and 

<'  our  opplnion  that  Sbe  cannot  Subntat  rery  long  in  this  Precinct  without 

kalag  ft  Publlck  ISzp«nc«  to  said  Precinct.    We.  therefore,  pray  that  Your  Excellency  In 
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Wisdom  would  see  fit  to  grant  a  Permit  to  Phebe  Webb  Wife  to  the  said  Noah  to  Pass?- 
With  her  three  Children  Within  the  Enemy's  Lines,  not  to  return  again. 

Henry  Ludinton 
Reuben  Ferris,  Supervisor. 

Theodore  Crosby,     |       Overseers  of 

Danll.  Ketchum,      ;  Poor, 

Edmund  Baker,       j      Capt. 

[No.  4012.] 

General   Heath    to    Governor    Clinton    with    Rumors    of   Reported 
Engagements  in  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Headquarters,  Continental  Village,  Sept.  20,  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  enclosed  to  forward  to  your  Excellency, 
a  Letter  from  Congress  this  Day  received  by  Express. 

The  Transports  with  the  late  embarkation  of  Troops  at  New 
York,  fell  down  to  the  Hook  last  Saturday,  it  is  said  they  took 
all  the  heavy  cannon  from  the  Grand  Battery  on  Board,  and  that 
the  Troops  have  taken  their  Baggage.  In  a  New  York  paper 
of  the  15th  Mr.  Rivington  gives  an  account  of  a  Naval  Engage- 
ment off  the  Cheasepeake,  between  the  French  and  English 
Fleets,  in  favor  of  the  latter,  altho  joined  by  Admiral  de  Barras, 
but  his  account  is  so  lame  that  1  believe  when  the  truth  is  known 
it  will  be  in  favor  of  our  allies.  A  Packet  arrived  at  New  York 
on  the  17th.  It  is  said  as  many  ae  three  thousand  people  waited 
on  the  wharf  to  hear  the  news,  but  nothing  transpired;  coun- 
tenances were  gloomy.     Nothing  from  the  southward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  regard  your  Excellencys^ 
most  obedient  servant, 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  40ir^.] 

Captain    Henry   Dodge    to    Governor   Clinton    i)i    Ixelation    to    the 

Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

Sir,   Agreeable  to  your  orders  I  have  made  proposals  for  an 

exchange  to   Canada,  but   they   have  so   many  more  prisoners 


nrJ  Public  Patkus  of  Oi<x)rob  Clinton. 

thau  me  that  I  raimot  at  prosont  Carry  it  on,  I  ran  only  exchange 
Beventern  of  the  Inlialitants  and  they  have  near  Sixty  of  ours. 
Capt.  I>.  Px'vier  has  gone.  1  have  sent  the  proposals  with  him. 
Inclosed  I  send  four  certificates  for  the  Governers  Aprobation 
for  their  excliange — tlie  Inhabitants  of  Halls  Town  I  cannot  at 
present  exchange,  as  1  have  not  persons  to  return  for  thcni  as  I 
Cannot  ^ot  a  list:  as  for  Prisoners  of  War  I  ran  hear  of  but  four 
that  they  have  of  ours;  them  I  shall  try  to  exchange;  they  have 
several  of  Colo.  Cortlandt's  men  who  I  think  I  have  no  right 
to  exchange. 

With  the  Greatest  Esteem  &  Respect  I  remain  your  Excelly. 
Most  Obt.  Humble  Servt. 
Alby.  Sept.  21st  1781. 

[No.  4014.] 

Governor  Clinton   to  Colonel  Ludinton — The  Wchh  Case — Levies — 

Petition  of  Two  Deserters. 

Poughkeepsie,  Septr,  21st  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  reed  your  letter  of  this  Date  with  the  Petition  of 
the  Deserters  from  Capt.  Williams'  Company  &  the  request  of 
the  Overseere  of  Poor  relative  to  Mrs.  Webb. 

The  levies  you  may  remember  are  by  the  Law  put  under  the 
Command  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  i^  made  subject  to  the 
Continental  Articles  of  War.  Genl.  Ileath  has  now  the  com- 
mand of  the  Dej)artment  &  the  application  in  behalf  of  the 
Petitioners  should  be  to  him.  I  cannot  with  Propriety  interfere 
in  the  matter,  liut  at  anv  Kate  thev  ought  first  to  deliver  them- 
selves  uf)  &  offer  to  return  to  their  duty  before  they  can  expect 
a  remission  of  the  Punishment  they  have  incurred. 

With  ref^pect  to  Mrs.  Webb — the  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Justices   to  warn   her  out    of  the  State  and   she   is  to  d<'part 
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within  twenty  Days  after  Notice  given  her  accordingly,  or  be 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  law,  I  am, 
Colo.  Luddinton  Fredericksburgh. 


COLONEIi   LUDINTON    TO    GOVERNOR    CLINTON. 

Fredericksburgh,  September  21d,  1781. 

Honored  Sir:    Being  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  petition  sent  you  enclosing 
from   Semr  Arnold  and  Cowin  should  asteam  it  as  a  favour  Dun  unto  them  and  my 
Self  if  it   should  have  its  Deseard  efect.    But  be  that  as  it  may  an  answer  from  His 
Excelenz  Consearning  the  Sam  will  Mutch  obige  your  very  Humble  Servant 
To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr.   Governor. 


•Petition  op  Daniel.  Cowing  and  Seymour  Arnold. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Daniel  Cowing  &  Seymour  Arnold 

Humbly  Sheweth — That  your  Petitioners  were  by  undue  influence  and  evil  Example 
unhappily  led  to  desert  their  Station  in  the  levies  under  Captain  Williams  on  the  Lines 
In  the  county  of  Westchester  and  though  your  Petitioners  upon  the  first  reflection  were 
sensible  of  the  enormity  of  their  Crime  &  inclined  to  return  to  their  Duty,  the  dread  of 
Corporal  punishment  prevented  them  till  their  pardon  could  be  procured  from  their 
officers;  that  many  applications  for  that  purpose  have  been  made  by  persons  employed 
by  your  Petitr.  without  Effect,  that  your  Petitr.  are  heartily  sorry  for,  and  ashamed 
of  their  conduct,  are  fully  determined  and  solemnly  promise  never  to  be  guilty  of  the 
same  Crime  again  under  any  Circumstances  or  treatment  whatsoever,  that  your  Petrs. 
hope  some  indulgence  from  their  known  attachment  to  the  Public  cause  as  your 
petrs.  have  been  in  the  service  a  great  part  of  the  time  since  the  war  Commenced  and 
are  now  willing  to  make  every  amend  in  their  power  to  the  state  by  serving  longer 
than  the  time  limited  or  Otherways  as  your  Excellency  or  their  officers  may  appoint.  If 
by  your  Excellency's  Interposing  in  their  favour  your  petrs.  may  be  exempted  from 
Corporal  punishment  for  this  offence  and  at  Liberty  to  return  to  their  duty  immedi- 
ately this  your  Petitrs.  implore  &  hope  from  your  Excellencys  known  Clemency, 

And  your  Petrs.  as  In  duty  bound  will  ever  Pray. 


I 


[No.  4015.] 

Memorial  from  Inliahiianis  of  Southohl  and  Shelter  IsJajid  to 
Governor  Clinton  Depicting  the  Outrages  Committed  Under  Cover 
of  Commissions  Issued  hy  Governor  Trunihull. 

Southhold,  Sopr.  21st,  ITSl. 

To  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  &c.  &c. 

The  Representation  of  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Shelter 
Island  and  the  town  of  Southhold  in  Suffolk  County  on  Long 
Island  and  State  of  New  York; 


Public  Tai'sus  of  Gixhkir  CiSinton. 


iShewi'lii  thai  I  111'  iSubstribcrs.  Iiavc  with  the  rest  of  tlirir 
BrothcM'ii  on  this  Ishind  boon  a  loiii,'  time  j)a8t  oxposod  both  in 
tlu'ir  |M'i'soiis  and  imoimmIv  io  iIk-  Insiilis  and  ra\a«,n'S  which 
Malico  or  ANaricc  conhl  suj^fjost,  and  SubjcM-trd  to  nianv  oihci- 
inoonvonicncos  by  the  People  said  to  be  Commissioned  by  the 
8tate  of  Couueelient  for  certain  purposes,  aiJ  wliich  we  have 
heretofore  submitted  to  with  a  (h'irree  of  patienee,  wliich  nothin*^ 
but  our  attachment  lo  the  IniJ-rest  of  liic  liiiicd  Sialcs  couhl 
hare  enabled  us  to  do,  in  full  hope  that  after  a  fair  representa- 
tion of  our  situation  a  Stop  would  be  put  to  such  depredations — 
and  we  have  to  lament  that  the  Justice  we  owe  to  ourselves, 
and  family  has  nduced  us  to  the  necessity  of  spilling  the  Blood 
of  those  we  wish  to  call  onr  f(dlow  Subjects  and  to  hold  in 
Captivity  Men  whom  we  had  much  rather  meet  with  the  hand 
of  friendship.  As  the  only  means  left  in  our  hands  of  Securing 
ourselves  from  a  continuation  of  such  shameful  unjust  and 
ungenerous  practices;  And  we  beg  your  Excellency's  patience 
whilst  wp  rfdate  the  particulars  of  the  recent  transactions  of 
some  of  the  con)manders  and  Crews  said  to  liave  Commissions 
from  His  Excellency  Governor  Trumbull,  which  has  drawn  forth 
the  resentment  of  the  People  of  Southold  so  far,  as  to  Attack, 
wound  and  take  prisoners  some  of  tiic  perpetrators,  a  list  of 
whose  names  with  remarks  is  inclosed  for  your  inspection.  On 
Friday  tin-  11th  Instant  two  whale  boats  with  Twenty  armed 
men  from  Connecticut  landed  on  Southampton  and  took  four 
sheep  from  Mr.  Joseph  Havens  which  they  killed  and  dressed, 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent;  the  Evening  of  tlu»  loth  they 
went  to  the  Uouse  of  NicoUs  Havens,  Escir.  on  Shelter  Island, 
which  they  ransacked,  and  took  away  two  fowling  ]»iece8,  a 
Wrought  Silver  Hilted  Sword,  a  Silver  Mounted   Hanger,  some 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  345 

tea  and  others  Articles  designed  for  the  use  of  His  family,  and  by 
no  Means  as  Merchandize  for  sale;  from  there  proceeded  toCapn. 
James  Havens  House  &  Rumaged  the  Same  with  the  Out  Houses, 
&  took  from    Him  a  Watch,  Coat,  a  fowling   piece  and    some 
other  Articles  for  the  use  of  His  family,  from  whence  they  went 
to  the  Widow  Payne's,  and  after  insulting  her  and  threating  to 
Set  the  House  on  fire,  compell'd  the  family  to  produce  a  Silver 
Tankard,  some  linen,  a  W^atch  Coat,  a  fowling  piece  &  some 
other  articles  Necessary  for  their  use,  all  w^hich  they  took  away. 
On  Sunday  the  16th,  they  landed  early  in  the  morning  at  the 
East  End  of  Southhold  and  disarmed  a  Number  of  the  Inhab- 
itants at  their  Houses  in  their  way  up  to  the  Settlement,  and 
fired  at  Sundry  of  them  on   the  road   that  were   unarmed,  and 
on  coming  to  the  House  of  Mr.  David  Gardiner's,  they  forced 
open  the  door  and  entered  the  same  in  a  hostile  Manner  with 
fixed  Bayonetts,  when  they  took  from  him  a  quantity  of  goods, 
and  many  Articles  designed  for  his  family's  use.     Nothwith- 
standing  His  producing  permission  from  your  Excellency  and 
His    Excellency    Governor   Trumbull    for   the    removal    of    His 
Family  and  Elfects  into  the  State  of  New  York  and  that  a  part 
of  those  goods  were  for  the  use  of  the  said  State,  and  that  he 
expected  to  remove  in  a  few  Days;  after  which  they  knocked 
down   Mr.   Joseph   Peck   and   bruised   his   Arm   very   nuich   by 
repeated  striking  him  with  the  breech  of  their  Guns  without 
any  provocation  on  His  part,  except  asking  to  speak  with  Mr. 
Gardener,  before  they  took  liim  away  a   prisoner   which   th(\v 
llireaten'd  to  do;  in  tlieir  w;iy  down  lo  tiie  shore,  tin  y  insulted 
and  beat  with  their  Guns,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  &  His  wMfe,  aged 
persons,  and  threaten'd  to  set  fire  to  the  House  of  tln^  Widow 
Moore,  supposed  lo  be  in  eonseiiueme  of  an  apjMaranee  of  re.sisl- 
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nnro  tlint  a  XuiiilxT  of  tlio  jx^oplo  wcro  ])r<']>arinjj:  to  Malcc,  after 
seeinj;  the  criu*!  anil  iinprovokiMl  trcatnu'ut  their  fellow  Citizens 
were  exposed  to,  from  the  brutality  of  these  Men  and  on  renion 
stratinp  with  them  and  tellinj^  them  that  such  conduct  towards 
I  lie  Inhabitants  of  this  Island  was  not  tolerated  by  Congress, 
or  by  Ciovernor  Clinton  c^-  Trumbull,  the  said  Crew  exclaimed 
they  had  some  of  iMilincys  Cow  lioys  with  tln'in,  and  Damned 
Congress,  Genl.  Washington  and  both  the  before  mentioned 
Governors,  and  said  that  if  any  opposition  was  made  they  would 
put  to  death  Men  Women  &  Children  and  burn  the  whole  town. 
All  which  can  be  proved  by  the  Testimony  of  many  respectable 
inhabitants. 

The  Subscribers  beg  your  Excellency  will  take  such  measures 
as  you  shall  Judge  most  Expedient  to  prevent  any  further  pro- 
ceedings of  the  like  kind;  that  they  may  be  prevented  in  future 
from  being  under  the  dire  necessity  of  taking  Arms  against  any 
of  the  Subjects  of  the  United  States  by  a  Speedy  removal  of  the 
Grievance  herein  complained  of  «Js:  by  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
Avaritious  proceedings  of  a  set  of  freebooters,  who  by  their 
conduct  have  no  regard  to  Justice,  Law  or  Characters,  only  as 
they  may  serve  their  Nefarious  i)urj)Oses.  We  are  with  the 
Highest  Kespect  and  Esteem  Your  Excellencys  Most  Qbt. 
ITumble  Servants 

W  illiam  lloston,  Jr.,  William  Albertson,  Saml.  Landon,  Jared 
Landon,  Thos.  Youngs,  Nicoll  Ilavens,  James  Havens,  Joseph 
Peck. 

Steplnn  Martin,  Samuel  Hawley,  Commanders  with  a  copy  of 
David  Hawleys  Commission. 

Francis  CJibbs,  Prisoner,  Gideon  Ilawley,  Do,  Maltiah  (Jlark, 
Do,  Peter  Nostran,  Do,  soldier  under  Genl.  Waterbury;  Daniel 
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Knap,    John   Leonard,  Munson,    Stephen    Sellick,   John 

Strom,  Jared  Waid,  prisoner,  Joshua  Knap,  Saml.  Kummels, 

M-arvin,  Peter  Waterbury,  Fredr.  AVeed,  Gabriel  Smith, 

Caleb  Farris. 


[No.  4016.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Heath — Disturbed  Over  the  Frontier  and 

Forage  Questions. 

Poughkeepsie,  Sepr.  22d,  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  the  20th  in- 
stant enclosing  one  from  Congress,  for  which  you  will  please  to 
accept  my  thanks.  My  absence,  to  Kingston,  for  two  or  three 
days  past  prevented  my  receiving  your  several  favors  of  the  15th, 
17th  &  18th  before  last  evening.  The  disposition  of  the  troops 
depends  so  much  upon  our  own  strength  &  the  strength  &  de- 
signs of  the  Enemy  in  diff't.  Quarters  that  it  is  impossible  with- 
out a  complete  knowledge  of  these  matters  to  form  any  Judg- 
ment what  Distribution  of  them  will  be  most  serviceable.  I  am 
not  without  apprehensions  that  the  Enemy  will  attempt  to  re- 
peat their  Ravages  on  the  frontier  Settlements  this  fall  as  the 
Destruction  of  the  Grain  &  forage  with  which  that  part  of  the 
Country  abounds  will  of  itself  be  a  great  inducement  and  any 
force,  therefore,  that  you  can  spare  for  their  protection  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands  &  the  Coun- 
try below,  will  be  well  employed  in  that  Service.  But  whether 
Weissenfels  Corps,  which  I  think  well  adapted  for  the  Service 
on  the  Lines,  will  be  the  most  proper  to  Detach  for  this  Purpose, 
you  are  best  able  to  determine.  At  any  rate  1  conceive  the  Com- 
panies raised  in  the  lower  part  of  Orange  &  Westchester  ought 
not  to  be  removed,  as  they  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
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C^/Oiintrv  1m'1(»\v  ^:  tlic  1  iiliabitimts  jilaco  j]^ront  confldcnce  in  them. 
Yi»omnns  the  ihm'soii  vou  schi  nj)  stands  conniiittcMl  to  the  Gaol 
•of  this  riiirr  liv  ilic  civil  Authoriiv.  I  have  not  yet  liad  an  op 
porluniiy  uf  niakinj;  ihe  nect'ssar.v  cncjuiry  into  his  Character 
A  Oondnrt  to  (•na])le  mc*  to  dotonnino  wlicthor  he  is  a  proper 
object  for  exchanjjje — Tlio'  if  lie  is  ^V:  a  partial  one  shonld  take 
place,  I  had  it  in  eonteniphition  to  olTer  hlni  for  a  Mr.  Brush  an 
Inhabitant  of  this  State,  wlio  is  ])risoner  with  tlie  Enemy  &  has 
XxH^n  eonlined  in  l)un<;eon  with  tlie  most  rigorous  Treatment  for 
near  Two  years  Jl-  tliis  I  am  tlie  more  inclined  to  do  as  I  have 
reason  to  l>elieve  this  severe  treatment  is  in  consequence  of  his 
strenuous  Exertions  in  our  Cause  &  particularly  his  being  the 
princii>al  in  ajtprehending  Claudius  Smith  the  noted  Robber. 

I  am  extremelv  unhapi)V  bv  the  Distresses  you  labor  under  for 
the  Want  of  Forage  &  the  more  so  as  I  do  not  conceive  myself 
authorized  to  take  any  Measur<'s  for  your  Immediate  relief,  as 
your  present  want  is  not  in  consequence  of  any  Emergency  which 
alone  could  justify  an  im]>ress.  The  presumption  is,  for  the 
Reasons  explained  in  my  former  Letter,  that  this  Article  was 
to  b<*  j)rocured  in  the  ordinary  Mode. 

The  l^i'gislature  are  to  meet  at  this  Place  on  the  first  of  Next 
Month  when  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  your 
application  before  them  &  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  enabling 
♦he  public  Otlicer  to  procure  you  a  supply. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  yon   foi'  the  intelligence  communicated 
by  your  last  Ix^tter  &  shall  estei-m  it   a  singular  Favour  to  b(^ 
made  ae(|uainted  with  any  Thing  interesting   you    nuiy  receive 
from  the  southward  or  elsewhere.     I  am  i^c.  Js:c, 
Major  Genl.  Heath. 
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[No.  -1018.] 

Jiiciipts  from    \  arious  rrisoncrs,  Petition,  etc. 

(Omittod.) 


[No.  4019.] 

Colonel  ]\illitt  to  Governor  Clinton — Difficulties  of  Enlistimj  Three- 
Year  Men — Apologizes  for  Trespassing  I  pon  the  Governor's 
Time. 

Fort  Renslaor,  22d  Sepr.  1781. 

I)ear  Sir,  Your  favour  of  the  11th  instant  was  delivered  to 
me  two  days  ago  at  Johnstown  where  I  have  been^t  the  request 
<»f  thp  Whijxs  of  the  Lower  part  of  tlie  County  to  enquire  wlio 
were  the  proper  subjetes  to  be  remov'd  from  those  parts  agree- 
able to  the  Law,  for  removing  the  dangerous  and  disaffected 
from  the  frontiers. 

I  believe  there  is  more  arms  than  is  suflicient  at  Albany  to 
furnish  all  the  three  years  men  with  and  which  are  subject  to 
Genl.  Starks  order.  I  furnished  arms  for  some  of  those  men 
when  I  was  last  at  Albany  by  Order  of  Genl.  Clinton,  and  I  think 
there  can  be  little  difliculty  in  procuring  Arms  for  as  many  M^n 
as  are  at  present  engag'd  in  that  service.  Uut  Clothing  is  a 
very  Capital  Article,  and  in  my  Opinion  the  most  likely  means 
that  can  be  fallen  uppon  to  procure  Recruits  at  present — for  the 
Ixjvies  grow  bare  of  Cloth's  indeed,  and  will  in  general  soon  be 
nt  for  little  more  than  Garrison  duty  and  many  of  'cm  not  for 
that  merely  for  want  of  Cloths.  If,  therefore,  it  is  possible  to 
procure  a  speedy  supply  of  Clnalhing  I  conceive  it  will  enduce 
much  to  encourage  men  from  the  Leives  to  engage  in  this  service. 

Mv  Ideas  of  what  in  futer  will  be  most  effectual  in  procuring 
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men  for  the  Three  Year  Service  I  would  gladly  give  your  Excel- 
lency if  I  had  any  that  I  thought  likely  to  ensure  success.     But 
I  frankly  acknowledge  I  have  no  flattering  Ideas  on  this  subject. 
Money  and  Clothing  are  in  my  Opinion  the  best  means  of  procur- 
ing Soldiers.       Hence  I  conclude  something  that  will  make  a 
Show  as  a  Bounty  and  a  Suit  of  good  Cloaths  redy  to  Deliver 
each  Recruit  upon  his  entring  into  the  service,  will  be  as  likely 
means  as  any  to  become  effectual  in  this  business.     Land  with 
speculations  in  Land  may  do  something  but  I  do  not  understand 
that  business.     All,  therefore,  that  I  can  say  upon  the  Subject 
is,  that  I  should  be  happy  in  Contributing  in  this  Business  if  it 
was  in  my  power,  And  should  men  for  permanent  service  be 
raisM  for  the  defence  of  our  frontiers  and  a  plan  adopted  for 
their  Defence  that  looks  to  me  as  if  it  would  answer  the  Expec- 
tation of  the  publick  no  man  living  would  be  readier  to  Exert 
himself  in  this  Business  then  I  will.  But  to  serve  a  nother  Cam- 
paign with  the  embarasments  that  has  hitherto  and  is  like  to 
Continue  to  attend  this — I  hope  will  never  fall  to  my  lott  again. 
Prospects  from  the  Souther'd  are  truly  pleasing.     May  they  be 
Crowned  with  a  Success  eaqual  to  our  reasonable  expectations. 
We  have  receiv'd  some  formidable  threatning  in  this  Quarter, 
Should  the  Enemy  pay  us  a  serious  visit,  and  we  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  procure  timely  notice  We  propose  to  endeavour  to  speak 
to  them  on  their  way. 

I  wrot  to  your  Excellency  some  time  ago  respecting  the  Mode 
of  Mustring  and  paying  the  Levies.  It  is  high  Time  some  per- 
son should  be  Appointed  to  muster  them — as  I  cant  see  how 
they  are  ever  to  receive  their  pay  until  they  are  Mustered,  I 
whish  to  have  your  Excellency's  direcktions  in  this  matter  as 
soon  as  possible. 
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Thus  Imit  (Ini-iuir  my  ('oiiniiaiKl  in  tliis  (^iiartrr  I  lia\i'  Ikmii  ho 
small  trmiliK'  to  you,  bui  your  Kxci'llcucy  uiay  rely  upon  it  tiiat 
whi'ii   I  «lo  trosspnss  upon  your  time  it  is  with  rclurtauco.     M\ 
situation  has  sometimes  jiointed  it  out  as  necessary  to  be  par 
tieuhir  and  p<'rha|)s  tedious.     I  liave  and  still  do  find  obstacles 
ill  my  way  that  I  did  not  expect,  And  am  not  witliout  apprehen 
sion  from  circumstanci's  thai  have  come  within  my  Observation 
that  I  shall  have  diHicultys  from  other  Quarters     that  will  equal 
all  the  mo<loration  I  can  muster  if  not  more  t<>  bear  with;  for 
\\\e  Strange  disposition  I  have  found  in  professed  whiffs  to  Assist 
Tories  and  the  supy>ort  they  may  lind  from  Laws  which  it  is  not 
p<»ssible   lo  frame   for  every  conlin'^ency  that    may  arrive  in   a 
County  Situate  as  this  is.  drives  me  reason  from  the  present  face 
of  AlTairs  to  suppose  events  not  of  the  moste  pleasinj^  nature. 

I  have  just  hinted  those  matters  to  your  Excellency,  where  I 
whisli  to  have  it  lay  for  the  present. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest  resjx'ct  Your  Most  Obdt.  &  Ilunib.  Sert. 
^  r.  l^xrelliiuv  Governor  Clin i on. 


[No.  4020.] 

(ieneral    Heath    Spends    Encouraf/iug   \nrs    to    (lonrnnr   Clintau  — 
Reported  Disaster  to  the  liritish   Fleet. 

Headquarters  Continental  N'illage,  Sept.  2.']  1781. 
Sii-,  1  am  honored  with  youis  of  (Ik*  2'_M.  As  Captain  \\  illiam's 
and  Sacket's  companies  are  on  the  lines,  and  not  knowing  your 
wish  respi'cting  captain  Hunt's,  an<l  at  the  same  time  desirous 
that  colonel  Weissenfels  should  proceed  with  his  regiment  to 
Albany  as  respectable  as  possible,  I  ordered  captain  Hunt's 
company  to  proceed  with  the  othora — Captain  Thompson's  com- 
pany remains  in  Orange  county  where  I  apj)reliend  it  would  be 
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most  serviceable.  If  it  should  be  your  wish  to  have  Captain 
Hunt's  company  return  from  Albany,  it  shall  be  remanded. 

I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  such  measures  as  you  may 
think  proi)er  to  adopt  respecting  Yeomans. 

I  have  received  from  Congress  an  act  of  the  7th  instant,  of 
which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy.  I  shall  be  very  happy  in  being 
instrumental  in  doing  justice  to  the  State  and  any  individuals 
who  are  interested;  but  it  is  a  matter  so  complicated  that  I 
scarcely  know  where  to  begin.  I  have  written  to  his  Excellency 
the  commander  in  chief  for  his  order  on  the  Quarter  masters 
of  the  allied  araiy  to  furnish  me  with  returns  of  the  number  of 
horses  and  cattle  supplied  with  forage  in  West  Chester  county 
which  has  not  been  accounted  for,  as  one  step  towards  an  investi- 
gation. 

We  have  various  reports  from  below,  several  of  them  I  believe 
are  true.  One  that  the  British  have  had  a  severe  drubbing  from 
the  French — that  the  admirars  ship  has  returned  in  a  shattered 
condition  to  the  Hook — that  six  sail  of  the  line  wei-e  drove  on 
shore  and  one  sunk — this  through  a  good  channel.  And  another 
— that  four  ^ail  of  the  line,  one  of  which  is  the  admiral's  ship, 
have  come  up  (o  the  city  under  jury  masts,  having  been  dis- 
masted in  the  engagenieut.  Another  account  from  Long  Island 
says  a  71  gun  shi|>  \\as  (ak<Mi,  and  three  disniasted.  They  all 
agree,  the  inliahitnnls  miv  in  (lie  greatest  consternation,  pack- 
ing n|)  (Ikmi-  elVecls  wS:i'.  The  greatest  i>art  of  the  troops  with 
general  (Minion  ai-e  embarked  and  remain  near  the  Narrows. 
All  the  heavy  cannon  bolli  on  the  grand  battery  and  Governor's 
island  were  taken  on  hoard  lli<'  shi[)s.  Arnold's  loss  is  said  to 
l>e  about  HOO  kilhMl  and  \\onnded — oOl'  of  tlu^  latter  were  hmded 

at  Harlem  and  conveyed  to  the  Hospital  in  waggons,  carts,  sleds, 
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&c.  This  N\;is  (loiir  h»  |»ir\fiil  llwir  Im'Iii^j;  sm-m  Ii\  llir  Iroops 
in   (llO  i'ilV.       'I'llis   I    li;i\r  I'lniu  ;i    |M'rsuii    w  lio  s;i\\    lliriii. 

'Vhv  ciicIosimI  is  ;i  (•o|>v  of  a  Icltcr  I'l-oiii  major  I'lall  in  rolnncl 
l.awnMii'o.  .Indur  Advocate  *:<Mj('raI   nf  tlw  ariiiv. 

I  hojM'  llir  ( 'niiiiiiaii(l»M*  in  cliicr  will  inaUc  an  casv  ('on<|uest 
uf  the  (>n»'in\  in  ilu*  Snnlli;  ami  iliat  ilic  rampaiun  will  close 
wiih  ;::ivin;i'  xon  liir  iiosscssion  of  \<ini-  mci  ittpolis.  I  lia\«'  ili<* 
JMUlor  lo  1m'  wiili  llu'  jiij;li<'si  ics|ic(l,  \  uiii-  KxccI  Icnc^s  s  Mosl 
«»lH}dieiU  Jn.*i\ am 

His  Excollcntv  ( loNcrnor  ( 'lininn. 

S('|.t.  '2:\\i\  s  (.'clock  1*.  M. 
na\(»  this  niomcnl  rccci\<M|  ihc  follow  in;^'  acconnl  from  X. 
^'ork.  said  to  1m'  from  good  anllnnaly,  that  in  the  last  naval 
nigagement,  the  Hritisli  had  two  71  (lun  ships  Sunk,  throo  ships 
run  on  shoic.  foni*  or  the  taken  or  six  vet  missing;  tlu^  rest  of 
tho  fleet  liave  arrived  at  the  ITook.  The  admiral's  ship  so  much 
damjigiHl  that  he  would  not  venture  to  return  in  her — and  it 
was  i-<«poi-|cd  Cornwallis  was  cer1ainl\  Taptured;  the  Tnha])i 
lants  packing  up  llicir  ctVccts  and  ihc  crv  America  is  lost. 

W  .  Ilealli.  M.  (Jeneral. 
1  shall  oi-d«'i"  llif   Ilnrs4's  of  ilie  arnijy    to  he  shod  loiiini-1'ow    and 
the  army    to   In,'  held    in   readiness   lo   nio\e   al    a    moments   notice. 

W  .  II. 


[No.  4(VJ12.1 
Oovemor  Clint nti  toCupinin  Dinhjr — F!.rrlitnH/r  tiinl  /'r/.so/M'r.»j. 

Pokeepsi<'.   L'llh    Sept.    ITSI. 
iSir,  I  am  favoured   with  \onr  Leiirr  of  the  'Jlsi    Instant  \  now 
return  vou  enclosed  u  list*  of  the  Names  of  several  lnhai»i(ant» 


*Lt«t  Dol  found. 
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who  have  made  Applications  to  be  exchanged  &  to  which  I  have 
signified  my  Consent.  But  it  is  my  desire  that  none  of  them  be 
suffered  to  go  within  the  Enemies  lines  without  first  entering 
into  Bonds  with  good  Sureties  for  sending  out  such  Persons  as 
shall  be  agreed  upon  in  Exchange  for  them. 

The  prisoners  belonging  to  Cortlandt's  Kegt.  are  not  within 
the  Line  of  your  Duty  to  Exchange  &  indeed  if  they  were  we 
have  not  suitable  Objects  to  offer  for  them.  The  Bearer  Capt. 
Moody  will  give  you  the  good  news  of  the  Day.     I  am  &c, 


[No.  4023.] 

Governor  Clinton  Notifies  the  Albany  Commissioners  thatWeissenfels^ 
Regiment  Has  Been  Ordered  to  Albany. 

Poukeepsie,  25th  Sepr.  1781. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  19th 
Instant  with  its  Inclosures  «fc  have  since  examined  ITawes  and 
the  other  Persons  aluded  to.  The  rem'r  of  Weissenfels'  Eegt.  of 
Levies  consisting  in  the  whole  of  upwards  400  fine  Fellows  are 
on  their  way,  if  not  already  arrived  at  Albany,  .S:  I  have  con- 
fidence that  whatever  may  be  the  Design  of  the  Enemy  agt.  your 
Part  of  the  Country  with  proper  exertion  we  may  be  able  to 
frustrate  th(Mii.  I  send  by  the  ])resent  Conveyanre  to  the  Coni'v 
of  Prisoners  a  List  of  Names  of  Inliabitants  who  liav(^  hitely 
made  Aj)plications  to  be  exchanged  &  to  whicli  I  liavc*  consented 
among  those  returned  by  you,  W'olvyder  excepted. 

I  have  the  PU^asure  of  euclosiiifj:  vou  an  Extract  of  a  Letter 
of  2.*h*d  Inst,  from  Majr  0(mi1.  Heath  containing  the  very  inter- 
esting &  agreable  Intelligence  of  the  Successful  Issue  of  a  late 
naval  Engagement  olT  the  Cheasapeake  between  our  allies  & 
the  British.  There  are  such  a  variety  of  Accounts  from  differ- 
ent Quarters  confirming  the  Victory  of  the  Former  as  to  render 
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tlir  V[\i'\  Mlniost  iiHl()iilH(;i])l('  Imt  wlictlici*  llio  nctidn  lins  boon 
as  (U't'i8ivt»  as  ropri'Si'iitt'd  in  llic  enclosed  is  as  yot  uncortain. 
Von  liavo  also  oncloacd  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Oflicer 
of  Distinction  in  tlic  Army  with  the  Comr.  in  Chief  from  »?hich 
y(Mi  will  leain  their  sitnation  .S:  Hopes. 
I  am  *S:c  ^:c 


[No.  4021.] 

Alhany  Commissioucrs  Furnish  Governor  Clinton  tritJi  a  List  of 
Disaffected  Persons  Residing  East  of  Hudson  Ixivcr  and  Applica- 
tions for  Exehanye. 

Albany,  25  Septr.  1781. 

Sir,  The  inclosed  is  a  list  of  Villains  residing  on  the  east  side 
of  IIud^on's  river,  from  Kin^^sbury  down  to  near  the  New  City, 
who  have  been  very  active  a^^ainst  us  in  harbouring  and  supply- 
ing Parties  of  the  p]nemy  from  time  to  time,  &  forwarding  their 
Disjjatches;  the  most  of  them,  if  apprehended  could  be  con- 
victed; but  as  the  Vermonters  give  protection  to  all  that  Part  of, 
and  oppose  the  authority  of  this  State,  we  are  at  a  loss  how  to 
jjroceed.  We  should  have  applied  to  General  Stark  for  assist- 
ance, but  fear  he  is  rather  in  the  Int(»rest  of  Vermont,  and  would 
not  chuse  to  interfere  upon  onr  Application.     Inter  Nous  this. 

We  inclose  your  Excellency  Apj)li(ations  of  Two  Persons  who 
are  desirous  of  being  exchanged.  We  have  the  Honour  to  be 
Vuur  Kx«  elleiii  v's  Most  Obedient  «S:  huml.  Servants. 

Saml.  Stringer, 

Stewart  Dean, 

Isaac  D.  Fonda, 

John  M.  Peeckman. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esq. 

IV  S.     T!ie  T.ist  above  referred  to  is  on  the  other  side. 


Com  miss  rs. 
}  for 

Con.spiracies. 
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List  of  the  Names  of  Persons  referred  to: 

Kingsbury:  Caps.  Stephen  Caswell,  Amos  Lucas,  Philip  Bes- 
eey,  Elias  Bessej,  Andrew  Stevenson,  Old  Nalibacker,  Moses 
Lawyer,  son  in  Law  to  Nalibacker. 

William  Griffen,  Northward  of  Fort  Edward;  Old  Bell,  Dun- 
can Bell,  Son  of  Old  Bell;  Swain  at  Fort  Edward,  Solly 

Carley,   Lehy,   Brunson,   Elijah    Dunham,   Ephraim 

Crocker. 

James  Nickson,  Fort  Miller. 

Caleb  Crandell,  McNeal's  Ferry;  William  Fuller,  Do;  John 
Partelow. 


[No.  4025.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Heath  Relative  to  the  Rumors  from  the 
Chesapeake — Difficulties  in  Raising  Forage  in  Westchester. 

Poughkeepsie,  Sepr.  25th,  ITSl; 
Dr.  Sir,    I  am  honourd  with  the  rect.  of  your  Letter  of  the 
23rd  Inst,  with  its  enclosures  «&  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to 
accept  my  warmest  acknowledgments  for  this  obliging  Mark  of 
your  attention  in  communicating  the  very  agreeable  intelligence 
it  contains.     I  hardly  dare  venture  to  credit  the  Success  of  our 
Allies  in  the  full  extent  tlu\v  are  reprcseiiled.  But  1   think  we 
may  reasonably  conclude  (on  a  comparison  of  all  \Uc  Accts.)  that 
the  Issue  of  the  late  Naval  Engagmt.  has  b(HMi  favorable  to  tli(  in 
&  that  they  have  obtained  at  least  a  Brilliant  if  not  a  decic^ive 
Victory.      It    is  diniiult  to   conjecture  on   the   Designs   of  the 
Enemy  at  N.   York  from   their  pres't.  Movements.     Cornwallis 
situation  undoubtedly  calls  for  exiM'tions;  but  it  ni)]ieai's  to  me 
to  be  utterly  out  of  Sr.  Harry's  [Clinton]  power,  while  we  com- 
mand the  water,  to  succour  him  or  evi>n  make  a  serious  Diver- 
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sioii  in  liis  favor  wiih  tlif  least  probability  oi  siuct'ss.  On  ilie 
(MIkm-  haiitl  I  cannot  snpposc  liis  intentions  nro  to  ovncuatc  N. 
York.  If.  li(»w('\(  r  contrary  lo  my  i-xpeclations  he  should  make 
any  niovrnu'iits  whicli  would,  justify  your  operating;  aj;t.  the 
Posts  ho  leaves  behind  him  I  shall  be  hajtpy  in  rendering;  you 
every  aid  in  my  Power  «S:  on  sucli  occasion  I  Hatter  myself  I  shall 
be  able  lo  allord  you  a  very  respectable  au^^nenlatiou  to  your 
present  force. 

The  reason  I  had  to  wish  that  Hunt's  Company  of  Weisfsenfels 
regt.  might  remain  on  the  lines  was  that  from  their  knowledge 
of  the  Country  they  might  be  more  useful  than  an  equal  Number 
of  other  Troops  and  because  it  might  be  disagreeable  to  the 
inhabitants  who  with  all  the  Assistance  we  can  Give  them  are 
still  much  exposed  to  have  a  Company  raised  by  themselves  sent 
to  a  different  Quarter  of  the  State  but  as  they  have  already 
marched,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  recall  them, 
esi)ecially  if  their  remoNal  liaes  not  excited  the  Discontent  I  ap- 
I)rehended  it  nii^lit. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  Dithculties  you  will  meet  with  in 
executing  the  Intentions  of  Congress  by  their  Kesolution  re- 
specting the  forage  consumed  by  the  allied  Army  in  Westchester 
County.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  i)ublic  Otlicerft,  whose 
l)uty  it  was,  had  not  in  the  first  instance  so  conducted  this 
Business  a,,  to  have  done  Justice  to  the  State  .K:  Individuals 
Interested  &  faved  you  of  a  trouble  which  cannot  fail  to  perplex 
Sc  interfere  with  your  more  im[)ortant  Duties.  I  have  the  fullest 
(vonfidence,  however,  that  as  far  as  it  may  now  be  in  your  Power 
the  strictest  Justice  will  be  rendered. 

Ah  We  wait  with  anxious  expectations  for  the  most  Important 
Events  from  the  Chea«epeake  you  will  greatly  add  to  the  obliga- 
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tions  you  have  already  laid -me  under  by  continuing  to  communi- 
cate the  earliest  Intelligence  you  may  receive  from  that  or  any 
other  Quarter. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir  Yours,  &c,  &c. 
The  Honble  Major  Genl.  Heath. 


[No.  4026.]      ^ 

Messrs.  Duane  and  VHommcdieu  to  Governor  Clinton  on  Western 
Boundaries — The  Rumors  of  a  Naval  Fight. 

Philadelphia  26th  Septmr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  In  our  former  letters  we  gave  your  Excellency 
room  to  expect  that  we  should  obtain — at  least  we  promised  to 
urge  for — the  establishment  of  our  western  boundary  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  United  States.  Congress  have  remained  so 
thin  that  a  single  Dissentient  would  have  frustrated  any  propo- 
sition which  we  might  have  offered:  we,  therefore,  concluded 
to  wait  for  a  more  favorable  opportunity.  To  hazard,  under 
the  present  circumstances,  a  point  which  so  essentially  concerns 
the  prosperity  and  tranquillity  of  our  State  would  have  been  a 
proof  of  our  Zeal  but  not  of  our  prudence:  and  we  hope  we  shall 
stand  justified  for  the  delay  in  the  opinion  of  your  Excolloncy 
and  the  Legislature.  The  equily  of  our  territorial  rights  can  be 
so  fully  established  that  we  persuade  ourselves  that  a  full  Con- 
gress will  conceive  the  Limits  which  we  propose  to  establish  to 
be  moderate  and  the  (\^ssion  to  tlie  United  States  liberal. 
As  the  time  lixed  for  our  return  approaclies  we  c^hall  depute 
the  p]vidences  of  our  Jurisdictions  in  a  safe  liand  with  directions 
to  deliver  them  to  our  successors  in  the  Delegation. 

We  enclose  your  excellency  the  lU'Wi^  ])apers  which  communi- 
cate almost  all  Intelligence  which  is  publick,  and  too  often  what 
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(>ii_i:ht  to  hv  I'ont'i'iiU'd.  Tlir  j^ciu'raf  is  arrived  safe  at  W'illiains- 
biir;:li.  ('(>)iut  <]«'  (ii-nss  lias  sovcrly  (■ri])pl«Ml  the  IJritish  tleet: 
Lesly  &  ovrry  ^oul  on  board  of  a  sliip  of  war  from  \'irj;inia  to 
Charlestown  are  said  to  have  perished.  General  Green  has 
driven  the  Hritish  into  Charh^stown.  They  are  rei)resented  to 
be  sickly  and  in  want  of  every  Necessary.  Government  is  re- 
ef^tablislied  in  Georj^ia  and  Doctor  Hrannon  a|)pointed  Governor. 
Col.  Tew,  Mr.  Telfare  and  Dr.  Noble  Wembleton  Jones — a  gentl. 
it  is  said  of  distinj;iiished  merit — Delegates  for  the  ensuing  year. 

We  have  no  intelligence  from  Virginia  of  the  late  Naval  En- 
gagement: for  once  we  are  indebted  to  Kivington.  By  this  time 
our  army  are  approaching  Lord  Cornwallis:  we  are  to  suppose 
he  will  make  an  obstinate  defence  if  he  has  euflicient  Magazines 
of  provisions.  His  strength  is  computed  at  5000  regular  troops, 
900  sailors,  and  2000  Negroes. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be — with  the  utmost  respect  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Kxcellency's  most  obt.  &  most  humble  servants 

Jas.  Duane, 

Ezra  1/lIommedieu. 
Ilia  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  4027.] 

Ezra  rilommcd'uu  to  Goicrnor  Clinton  irilh  Joiinxils  of  Congress 
as  Far  a.s  rrinttd  and  Information  Diot  the  JirHish  Lost  Tiro 
Ships  and  that  Cornicallis'  Case  is  llopcltss. 

Philadelphia,  ^v\)r.  20,  1781. 
I  send  you  the  Journals  of  Congress  by  ('apt.  Jolinston  as 
conipleat  as  they  can  at  present  be  ])rocured:  there  being  none 
left  for  ihe  year  177.'.,  and  none  a«  yi't  printed  f(.r  tlir  jircsent 
jear.  This  delay  of  printing  has  been  owing  to  the  same  cause 
that  has  delayed  the  publishing  the  Votes  iV:  Laws  uf  our  Legis- 
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lature.  The  papers  herewith  enclosed  contain  all  the  news  we 
have  at  present.  Every  day  w^e  expect  to  hear  from  General 
Washington  when  'tis  probable  we  shall  be  particularly 
informed  of  the  situation  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  Some  officers  late 
from  New  York  say  that  he  is  given  up  there  as  lost;  and  that 
tis  common  to  hear  the  British  officers  say  one  to  another  ^'  Well, 
poor  Corne  is  gone  at  last." 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  British  admiral,  Graves,  received  a 
severe  Drubbing  from  Count  de  Grasse;  he  lost  at  sea  a  74  gun 
ship  the  "Terrible"  and  the  "London;"  another  ship,  of  near 
equal  force,  was  so  disabled  that  'tis  doubted  whether  she  will 
be  fit  for  service  this  season.  Some  other  ships  were  much 
damaged.  Sr.  Harry  Clinton  intended  to  have  reinforced  Corn- 
wallis with  the  Troops  he  had  embarked,  and  was  wating  for 
the  Determination  of  the  naval  superiority  in  the  Cheasapeke; 
and  was  sanguine  in  Expectations  that  the  French  could  not 
stand  before  the  haughty  British.  The  return  of  the  fleet 
altered  his  opinion.  The  troops  disimbarked  with  the  Tories, 
who  had  their  Effects  on  Board  the  Transports  in  order  to  return 
to  their  respective  Homes  in  Virginia. 

This  state  and  New  Jersey  have  been  under  great  Appre- 
hensions, that  Sr.  Harry  would  endeavor  to  make  a  stroke  at 
this  city,  or  fire  some  towns  in  New  .Jersey,  as  tis  unlikely  he 
would  remain  inactive  under  the  present  situation  of  his  a  flairs. 
Three  thousand  Militia  of  this  State  are  now  in  Arms  near  this 
Place  for  the  Defence  of  the  City,  and  to  oppose  Sir  Harry  in 
any  opperatious  he  may  design  against  this  State  or  New 
Jersey. 

The  small  Representation  for  sonic^time  past,  of  seven  states. 
has  occasioned  a  considerable  delay  in  Business  of  Consequence 
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ns  nothiiiLT  could  bo  dono  witlioiit  unnniinoiiR  consonf.  Had  we 
left  C'oii;;ri'SS  the  10th  of  Si'iitoinbiT,  all  business  for  sometime 
would  have  ceased:  whirh  rirnimstanre  may  apoloj^ize  for  our 
staying  loiij^iT  with  those  who  think  tlic  resolutions  by  which  we 
were  ai)i>oint<'d  admit  of  a  doubtful  Construction  as  to  the 
Expiration  of  the  Time  of  our  Delej^ation. 

Tis  probable  our  Finances  will  not  admit  of  our  remaininj^ 
longer  in  this  Place,  than  two  weeks  from  this  time;  on  my 
return  I  shall  continue  with  the  Assembly  which  I  hear  is  to 
meet  the  first  of  next  month.  I  have  been  happy  in  finding  that 
the  Publications  against  Mr.  Duane  have  made  no  Impression 
on  the  minds  of  the  Members  of  Congress,  to  his  Disadvantage, 
and  I  am  confident  that  it  will  be  much  for  the  Interest  of  the 
State  to  continue  him  in  the  Delegation. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  utmost  Respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedt.  Servt. 

Uis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4028.] 

General  Heath  tn  Gnrcrnnr  Clinton — liritish  Sources  Admit  British 

\(inil  !)( frdt. 

neadcjuartcrs,  Conlinental  village,  Sept.  27,  1781. 

Sir,  I  was  the  last  evening  lionored  with  yours  of  the  25th. 
Incloeed  is  a  New  York  paper  of  the  22d  containing  Mr.  Riving- 
ton's  account  of  the  naval  engagement  off  the  Chesepeak  on  the 
nth  instant. 

My  last  intelligence  from  New  York  was  of  the  L'.'^d ;  the  lleet 
were  then  at  the  Ilook  taking  every  measure  to  reflt,  being  very 
much  damaged.  My  informant  supposes  they  have  lost  three 
sail  of  the  line.     Cornwallis  is  given  over  as  lost,  and  Sir  Henry 
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appears  to  be  much  in  the  horrors  that  he  cannot  relieve  him. 
I  request  you  will  please  send  the  newspaper  to  Mr.  Loudon, 
after  you  have  perused  it,  to  whom  I  have  promised  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public. 

I  most  heartily  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  offer  of  per- 
sonal aid,  and  that  of  the  respectable  militia  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  Should  any  occurrence  invite  us  to  visit  New  York. 
I  feel  very  happy  in  the  prospect  of  such  aid,  if  it  should  be 
necessary,  and  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  early  requesting  it. 

I  will  thank  you  for  a  hint  of  your  opinion  what  mode  will  be 
best  to  investigate  the  quantity  of  forage  consumed  by  the  allied 
army  in  West  Chester  county,  conformable  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  whether  colonel  Hay  is  considered  as  the  person 
who  is  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  State. 

No  news  from  the  southward,  except  what  is  contained  in  the 
public  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4029.] 

Captain  Mai'shall  to  Governor  Clinton  with  Incomplete  Returns  of 

Colonel  Willetfs  Reijiwent. 

Albany,  Sepr.  27th  1781. 

Sir,    Enclosed  you  have  a  partial  return  of  the  Regt.  which 

the  Colo,  has  been  above  a  month  in  collecting — four  weeks  ago 

I  comnuniicahMl    tlie    C()h)'s.  orders  for    the  ])ur])()sc'  to    Major 

McKinstrv  at  Saratoga — and  have  repeatinlly  applied  since  for 

the  returns  of   the  three  companies  under  his  command,  and 

once  since  the  original  of  this  canu'  (o  nu\  but  havc^  not  been  so 
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8nrr(»ssfiil  as  to  procure  tlicin.  T  rccM  a  ron^^li  draft  of  tliis 
return  froui  the  Tolo.  a  few  days  nj^o  witli  oi-ders  to  copy,  Kipn 
his  name  i^-  forward  it  to  your  Excellency  as  it  now  stands  if  I 
could  not  obtain  McKinstry's.  The  three  vacant  companies  in 
the  return  are  those  with  him.  Tienl.  Renselaer  sent  me  his 
return  airreeahlv  to  your  order.  Genl.  Gansevoort  has  not  fur-- 
nished  me  yet. 

I  wish  to  know  from  vonr  Excellency  (as  your  orders  for 
raisinjj  the  last  levies  are  difTerently  construed  by  Colos.  ITenry 
K.  V.  Renselaer  &  me)  if  'tis  my  Duty  to  collect  detatched  Men 
from  their  places  of  Residence,  or  if  'tis  the  Commandj;.  Ollicer's 
of  Regts.  or  heads  of  Classes  to  d(>liver  them  to  me. 

Col.  IT.  K.  y.  Renselaers  Rejrt.  is  yet  12  Men  behind — which 
he  says  he  has  detached  &  insists  'tis  my  duty  to  apprehend 
them.  I  have  told  him  I  thoupjht  otherwise,  but  was  willin<^  to 
do  if  I  had  Men,  but  I  have  sent  on  the  men  by  2s  or  3s  as  fast 
as  they  arrived  so  that  it  has  been  and  still  is  out  of  my  power, 
but  if  'tis  my  duty  I  must  detain  some  for  that  purpose,  I  am 
with  due  respect,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  Most  obt.  Servt. 

Govr.  Clinton. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOL.  XIV. 


[No.  4030.] 

John  Moylan,  United  States  Clothier  General,  to  Governor  Clinton, 

in   Regaled  to   the   Transfer   of  State  Clothing   to   the   Clothier 

General, 

Newburgh,  1st  Octr.  1781. 

Sir,  By  a  Resolve  of  Congress  dated  June  18tli  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Clothing  Department,  it  was  ordered  that  all  State 
apointments  shou'd  cease  on  the  1st  September  last  &  that  all 
clothing  then  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Clothiers  shou'd  be  de- 
livered over  to  the  Clothier  General  or  his  order. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  said  Resolve  for 
your  Excellency's  Inspection,  least  the  same  Motives  which  have 
hitherto  delayed  my  carrying  it  into  Execution  may  have  pre- 
vented congress  from  giving  you  earlier  Advice  thereof. 

Yr.  Excellency  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  issue  such  orders 
to  all  those  actually  Employed  under  yr.  direction  either  in  the 
purchase  or  Distribution  of  Tublic  Clothing  as  will  best  answer 
the  Intention  of  this  new  Arrangement,  which  if  my  Endeavours 
are  seconded  I  have  no  Doubt  but  the  Army  at  hirge  will  soon 
feel  the  good  Elfects  of.  A  good  deal  Depends  on  the  limely 
Transportation  of  the  Clothing  lately  Arrived  at  lloston.  1  am 
now  on  my  way  thither  for  the  purpose  of  sending  il  forward,  «& 
not  doubting  of  yr.  Excellency's  Exertions,  if  found  necessary  to 
that  End.  I  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  Every  Sentiment 
of  Respect  ^:  Esteem,  Yr.  Excellency's  most  Obedt.  llble.  Servt. 

John  Moylan,  Clor.  Genl. 
His  Excelly.  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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[Xn.  loin.] 

I   Financial  Kahihit  of  \cw  York — TaxeSy  Notes  and  Certificates. 

A  State  of  the  Taxes  ])ai{l  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  since  the  Dechiralion  of  Independence. 

Hy  the  County  of  Albany  £875,720.   2.  .2 

Dutchess  1110,141.   2..1 

Ulster  C2(),()()S.  8,.  10 

Orange  280,741.17.  .2 

West  Chester  79,598.      ..8 

Tryon  32,450.12.  .8 

Charlotte  3,821.      ..6 


£3,008,481.   4.  .1 


Which  payments  have  been  made  as  follows  viz: 

In  Notes  Authorized  by  a  Law  passed  Hie  12t]i  Feby.  1780,  en 

titled  *'  An  Act  to  facilitate  supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  United 

States." 

Dollars 

Issued  by  .Jacob  Cuyler  781,800 

by  Col.  llay  21G,2G0 

by  Col.  Bostwick  1110,440 

by  Col.  U^wis  389,700 


$2498,200.  .  £9!)9,2S0 

In  Slate  Agents  Ceriitlcates  issued  for  sikmm*'  value,  i»ni(]   in 
at  40  for  1: 

Amount  in  Continental  .Money  to  £00,3,272.1."!.  .1 

In  Continental  ».\;  State  Money  l,ol5,928.    9.. 


£3,008,481.   4..1 
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Of  which  Sum  the  United  States  will  stand  charged  as  follows: 

The  Amount  of  the  abovement'd  Notes  £999,280. 

The  Amount  of  State  Agent  Certifs.  663,272.15.  .1 

The  amount  of  Sundry  Warrants  drawn  by  His 

Excellency  the  Presidt.  of  Congress  1062,840.  3.  .8 


£2725,392. 18..  9 


Albany  October  1st,  1781. 

Gerard  Bancker,  Treasurer. 


[No.  4032.] 

Major  Popham  Reflects  to  the  Governor  the  Popular  Sentiment  that 

Cornwallis  is  Doomed. 

Baltimore,  Octobr.  1st,  1781. 

Sir,  I  took  the  liberty  of  enlcosing  a  Packet  to  the  Care  of 
your  Excely.  a  few  days  Since  for  the  Northward  in  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  enclosing  a  few  lines  to  yourself,  informing  you  that 
the  Army  was  on  its  rout  to  Yorktown  in  Virginia.  Unfortu- 
nately an  Attack  of  a  bilious  Fever  has  confined  me  ever  since 
to  my  room,  and  prevented  my  Attendance  on  the  Gcn'l.  How- 
ever by  the  Assistance  of  a  good  Constitution  and  an  Attentive 
Physician,  I  have  so  far  recovered  that  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to 
sett  out  for  Head  Quarters. 

The  Distance  from  hence  to  the  Army,  renders  it  almost  im- 
possible to  collect  any  Intelligence  which  can  be  drponded  on, 
especially  as  there  are  no  j^ublic  Ollicers  in  this  \)h\('v  to  whom 
Packets  of  consequence  are  directed.  Tlu»  lali'st  Accounts  say, 
that  the  Genl.  has  not  yet  commenced  his  Opperations  against 
the  Enemy — that  from  the  Position  of  his  Lordshi]>,  it  is  prob- 
able a  greater  length  of  time  will  be  required  to  compel  him  to 
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surr.'iHlcr  iluxn  was  jit   lirst   iinn^^incd,  tlio'  jill  jij^rce  that  this 
inonili  will  sec  us  in  possession  of  iiiin. 

ricaso  (o  (lircct  your  Aid   (o  forward  (lie  enclosed  &  believe 
me  to  be  ^'our  K\r\.  most  obt.  llble.  Servt. 
Ilis  Excv.  (lovr.  riiuluu. 


[No.  4033.] 

Captain  Dodge  Asks  the  Governor  for  Information  Concerning  Eight 

Prisoners  Exchanged. 

Albany  Octr.  2d,  1781. 

Sir,  I  am  favored  with  yours  of  th<'  LMlh  wluM'ein  ])ermission  is 
granted  to  Ei^ht  persons  to  go  to  Canada.  Should  be  glad  to 
know  wether  those  fellows  has  jxTmission  to  take  their  Wives 
and  Children  with  them,  I  expect  they  will  go  oIT  Next  week. 
Capt.  Bevier  has  not  yet  returned.  I  am  with  the  greatest  Re- 
spect your  Excelleucys  Most  Obt.  Humble  Servt. 

N.  H.     Some  Prisnr.  of  War  has  their  \Viv(»s  at  this  place. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4034.] 

The  Governor  Furnishes  Colonel  Ann  llairkes  flay  WitJi  a  Letter  of 

Cominvmldlinn. 

[?]  October  2d,  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  1  expect  to  go  to  Connecticut  and  perhaps  to  Bos- 
ton in  two  or  three  weeks  Time  to  endeavour  to  get  into  some 
way  of  Business  to  support  my  Family,  as  I  have  been  long 
enough  serving  my  ungrat<'ful  Country,  which  will  do  nothing 
to  relieve  my  distresses,  altbo'  1  have  sullered  in  it's  cause;  1 
will,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  you  for  such  a  recommendation  and 
Pass  as  you  think  I  merit. 


I 
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I  would  not  have  troubled  your  Excellency  but  I  think  it 
highly  necessary  to  have  a  Recommendation  in  a  strange  Coun- 
try considering  my  Connection  with  Jos.  H.  Smith  &  Co.  Mrs. 
Hay  joins  me  in  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton.    I  am  with  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  Ob'  Serv't 

A.  Hawkes  Hay. 

The  Governor  to  Colonel  Hay. 
The  bearer  Colo.  Hawkes  Hay  of  known  attachment  to  the 
Cause  of  his  Country  &  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State  (having  lost 
most  of  his  property  by  the  incursions  &  ravages  of  the  Enemy) 
intending  to  go  to  Connecticut  or  Boston  &  endeavor  to  engage 
into  some  Business  for  the  Support  of  his  family,  he  is  hereby 
recommended  to  the  Attention  of  the  friends  to  the  American 
Cause,  &  it  is  requested  that  he  be  permitted  to  pass  unmolested. 


[No.  4035.] 
Jacoh  Cuyler  to  Robert  Benson — As  to  Certificate  Issued. 

Albany,  October  2ud,  17S1. 
Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ult.  by  the  direction  of  His  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  I  have  this  day  received  by  Colonel  Udny 
Hay.  In  Answer  to  which  I  can  inform  you,  that  the  amount 
of  Nine  hundred  &  Ninety  four  thousand  «S:  two  hundred  Dollars 
in  Certificates  have  been  Issued  from  my  ollice  while  D.  C.  G. 
Purchases  by  Virtue  of  a  law  of  this  State,  inlitlod  "An  Act  to 
facilitate  Supplies  for  the  army  of  the  United  States,  within 
this  State"  Passed  the  12th  of  Feby.  1780. 
1  am  Sir,  with  respect  Your  most  Obdt.  Servt. 

Jacob  Cuyler. 
994,200  dollars  in  Certificates. 

Robt.  Benson,  Esijr.  Secy. 
24 
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[No.  iiVM.] 

Colonel  ]\iUttt  to  (lovcinor  (linton  Rajardhig  Netcs  from  the  Fleet 

and  l)('s<  rfrrs. 

Fort  Kenselaer,  2d  October  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  rioaso  to  accept  of  my  lioarty  thanks  for  your  favour 
of  tl)C  2C)th  ultimo,  by  (:'ai)(ain  Moody.  The  \'ict()ry  obtained 
by  the  French  over  the  British  Fleet,  brightens  our  Prospects. 
May  it  pave  the  way  for  our  s])eedy  entrance  into  the  long  lost 
Metropolis  of  this  State. 

To  prevent  the  affluence  of  the  dissafected  from  placing  them 
into  Offices  of  Power,  I  humbly  conceive  an  object  worthy  the 
Attention  of  our  Legislature.  For  events  of  this  nature  to  take 
place  after  we  have  fought  our  way  into  the  harbor  of  peace, 
3Iust  be  truly  Mortifying  to  honest  Whigs.  May  our  Legislative 
Body  have  wisdom  to  provide  means  of  security  for  honest 
Patriots,  and  Weapons  to  punish  Villians  &  Rascals  of  every 
denomination. 

I  feel  myself  under  particular  obligations  to  your  Excellency 
for  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  the  uninterruptiou  of  my 
present  command.  Nothing  new  presents  itself  in  this  Quarter 
at  present. 

1  am  endeavouring  to  prepair  Materials  to  furnish  your  excel- 
lency with  the  State  of  my  regt.  for  October.  1  wish  to  hear  of 
means  being  provided  to  apprehend  ^:  punisli  deserters  from  the 
levies  after  the  expiration  of  their  timo.  Since  we  have  exe- 
cuted the  two  men  for  Desertion  and  transferred  one  to  the 
regular  service,  we  have  had  no  desertions  from  this  Quarter 
and  that  is  more  than  six  weeks. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  directions  respecting  the 
Mastering  of  the  levies  to  inable  us  to  prepair  our  pay  abstracts. 

I  am  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  iK:  very  humble  servt. 
His  Excellency  Govr.  riintf)n. 


1 
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[No.  4037.] 

Colonel  Weissenfels  Reports  to  Governor  Clinton  How  He  Avoided  a 

Clash  With  Yermonters. 

Saratoga,  Octobr.  3d,  1781. 
Sir,   On  the  march  from  Albany  to  this  place  I  met  with  a 
Singular  instance,  of  a  Public  insult  offered  to  your  Excellency's 
athority,  as  the  Chieff  Magistrate,  Comitted  by  one  Mr.  Fairbank 
and  his  assistant  Mr.  Lansing,  Both  Commissiond  by  Governor 
Chitterton,  (the  1st  a  Lieut.  Colo,  and  the  2nd  a  Major)  in  Col- 
lecting the  People,  at  the  New  City,  under  the  Comand  of  Cap- 
tain Tillman,  in  order  to  Chuse  a  Captain  and  subaltern,  in  oppo- 
sition to  those  Commissioned  by  the  Lawfull  authority  of  the 
State.     I  endevoured  to  disswade  him  from  the  attempt,  but  he 
insisted  upon  the  Execution  of  his  Duty,  (as  he  called  it)  Except 
I  should  oppose  him  by  Force  of  arms — in  that  case,  he  must 
submitt,   but  hostielietys  begun  on  our   side  was   what  they 
wished  for,  I  did  not  think  it  Proper  and  prudent,  in  the  present 
Situation  of  affairs,  to  be  rash,  supposeing  it  might  involve  the 
State  into  greater  disturbance  on  that  subject,  but  treated  them 
with  Disdain  and  Proceeded  on  my  Duty.     The  Sense  of  my  Duty 
and  the  alliegiance  I  owe  to  this  State  will  alwais  induce  me  to 
be  watchfull  to  oppose  any  annovation  of  this  kind,  had  I  power 
to  act.     I  am  with  sentiments  of  Kespect,  Your  Excellency's 
Most  obiedent  and  most  humble  servant 


[No.  4038.] 

General  Heath  Forwards  to  Gorernor  Clinton   the  Substanee  of  a 
Letter  He  Received  from  \Vashin(jton  at  Williamsburg. 

ITeadciuarters  Conlinental  \'iUage,  Oct.  3d  178L 

Sir,  I  have  this  nionient  receiviHl  a  letter  from  His  Excellency 

Genl.  Washinn:(on  dated  at  Williamsburgh  the  23d  ult.  in  which 
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hv  mentions  cvcrvtliinix  was  ripcnini:  for  the  coninirnrrniont  of 
their  operations  aj^ainst  Lord  Coruwallis — that  his  Lordship  was 
incessantly  at  woik  on  liis  fortifications,  and  probably  preparing 
to  defend  himself  to  the  last  extremity — that  a  little  time  would 
probably  decide  his  fate.  His  Excellency  concludes  with  observ- 
ing— "With  the  blessinu:  of  h(\iven,  I  trust  it  will  ])rove  favor- 
able to  the  interest  of  America." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedt.  Servant. 

llis  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4039.] 

General  Heath  to  Governor  Clinton  in  Relation  to  Mr.  Duggan. 
Headquarters  Continental  Village,  October  3,  1781. 

Sir,  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  letter  from  the  presi- 
dent of  Congress. 

I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  2i3th  ultimo,  by  Mr. 
Duggan.  It  is  a  long  time  since  we  have  been  totally  destitute 
of  money  in  the  military  chest — it  is,  therefore,  out  of  my  power 
to  afford  him  anv  relief  of  moni^v.  I  have  been  trving  to  find 
him  a  berth — it  is  yet  uncertain.  IJut  there  is  some  probability 
of  his  being  provided  for  in  the  line  of  the  army,  which  he  would 
prefer. 

No  news  of  coiiseijueuce  from  any  quarter.     1  have  the  honor 

to  be  with  the  highest  respect,  Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 

servant, 

W.  Heath. 
Ilis  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4040.] 

Extract  from  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Hughes  That  Gives  Details  of  the 

Battle  of  Eutaw  Springs. 

Phila.  Oct.  3,  1781. 

"  This  has  been  an  important  day  for  News,  botli  foreign  and 
domestick.  What  I  can  inform  jou  of  is  that  a  Member  from 
N.  Carolina  arrived  here  last  Night,  and  informed  that  he  has 
seen  a  Doctor  Brown,  who  was  on  furlough  from  the  Army,  and 
to  whom  an  express  came  from  General  Greene,  urging  his 
speedy  return,  informing  that  he  had  had  a  general  action  in 
which  he  lost  upwards  of  300  killed  &  wounded.  He  had 
detached  Genl.  Marion  and  Col.  Lee,  on  some  particular  business, 
when  he  was  attacked  by  the  Enemy.  The  attempt  was  first 
made  on  the  Militia  who  received  them  with  spirit.  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  into  the  Enemy^s  rear.  The  British  were  forced, 
and  fell  back;  this  making  a  front  to  Colonel  Washington,  by 
which  means  he  suffered  greatly,  loosing  every  officer  but  one, 
killed  or  wounded,  himself  taken  prisoner  several  hours,  but 
afterwards  released.  On  the  whole  the  Enemy  were  totally 
routed,  with  the  loss  of  700  killed  &  taken.  Col.  Washington  is 
wounded  through  the  side,  and  several  valuable  officers  killed. 
General  Marion  &  Col.  Lee  with  their  fresh  Troops  came  up  just 
after  the  conclusion  and  immediately  went  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy. 

We  have  also  official  information  of  a  battle  having  been 
fought  between  nine  Dutch  ships,  and  twelve  English  ships 
under  Admiral  Parker  in  the  north  Seas.  The  battle  was  severe 
and  the  English  compleatly  routed.  The  Dutcli  lost  two  of  their 
shii)s  in  returning  to  the  Texel,  not  being  able  to  keep  them 

above  wat(T.'' 

[Hugh  Hughes]. 
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[No.  4041.] 
New  MarlhoroiKjh  Petitions  for  Tiro  Ciril  .][c(ji8tratcs. 
To  his  Kxc'cllciicy  George  Clinton  Esqnire  &c  &c.  and  to  the 
Rest  of  the  IIonoiiraMc  tlu'  Council  of  Ap])olntnient. 

The  Petition  of  a  Niunbcr  of  Respectable  Inhabitants  of  the 
Precinct  of  New  Marlboronjrh  bi'ing  Convened  in  Consequence 
of  Advertisements  givin*^  incvious  Notice  to  the  Inhabitants  for 
the  purpose  hereinafter  mentioned 

Humbly  Sheweth  Tlint  by  the  Removal  of  Benjamin  Carpen- 
ter, Esqr.  the  said  Precinct  has  become  Intirely  Destitute  of  a 
Civil  Majestrate;  That  tlu*  Precinct  for  Obvious  Reasons,  are 
Labourinj]:  under  many  Disadvantages  for  want,  of  at  least.  Two 
in  the  said  Precinct  as  in  the  Vicinity  to  the  North,  there  is 
none  Nearer  than  Esqr.  Donaldson. 

That  on  Mature  Deliberation  Your  Petitioners  are  of  Opinion, 
That  Mr.  Oarrat  Van  Rumbler  on  the  west  Side  of  the  Mountain, 
and  Cai»t.  Steplien  Case  on  the  East  side,  are  as  Capable,  and 
would  be  as  Agreeable  to  the  Precinct  as  any  that  Could  be 

named. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  the  said  Gentle- 
men be  Commissionated  for  That  Purpose,  and 
Your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray  By  order  of  the 

Meeting 

Benjamin  Ely,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

New  Marlborough,  in  Ulster  County,  Cth  Octr.  1781. 


[No.  4042.] 

General  Ilmth  f!'  ports  to  the  Gorernor  the  Capture  of  Fort  Slongo 

on  Long  Island. 

lleadiiuarters,  ContinenlMl  village,  Oct.  H,  17S1. 

Sir,    I  forward  to  be  disposed  of  as  3*our  Excellency  may  think 

proper,  Joseph  Wright  of  Fish-kill.     It  MpjM'ars  he  has  been  into 
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New  York  without  permission,  to  See  his  father,  and  has  now 
returned.  He  may  be  honest — he  may  be  otherwise.  At  any 
rate  his  conduct  is  unjustifiable,  &  pregnant  with  ill  conse- 
quences. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  a  detach- 
ment from  this  army  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  surprised 
and  took  fort  Slongo  on  Long  Island.  Two  captains,  one  lieu- 
tenant, &  eighteen  rank  and  file  were  made  prisoners — two  killed 
&  two  mortally  wounded.  Two  iron  double  fortified  4  pounders 
were  destroyed  in  the  fort — one  brass  3  pounder,  a  number  of 
small  arms,  ammunition,  English  goods,  clothing,  &c  &c.  were 
brought  off.  What  adds  to  the  pleasure  of  this  success,  is  that 
we  had  not  a  man  killed,  and  but  one  wounded.  Fort  Slongo 
was  a  square  figure,  with  a  parapet  about  7  feet  high,  a  picket 
at  the  top  and  another  row  horizontal  at  the  bottom  of  the  para- 
pet over  the  ditch,  and  an  abbattis.  The  enterprize  was  planned 
by  Major  Tallmadge  and  executed  by  Major  Trescott,  with  an 
address  and  gallantry  that  does  them  and  all  concerned  nmeh 
honor. 

Nothing  new  from  the  Southward.     I  have  the  honor  to  be 
with    the   highest   respect,   Your    Excellency's    Most    obedient 
Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[\o.  40in.] 

FIKST   TAKALU:!.   ItKCrX   AT  VOKKTOWN. 

Colonel  fJithn   Lamb  Fonnirds  I titt  rcst'nuj  Xcirs  from   Yorktoim   to 
the  Governor  With  a  Luf/ubriou.s  Prediction. 

Camp,  before  York  Town,  Gth  Octobr.  1781. 

Hear  Sir,  I  have  the  jileasnro  to  con^^ratulate  you,  on  tlic  de- 
feat of  the  British  Troops,  in  South  Carolina,  on  the  8th  ultimo 
after  an  obstinate  and  bloody  conflict.  I  have  inclosed  you  the 
Return,  of  the  Killed,  Wounded  and  missing  of  General  Greene's 
Army.  The  loss  of  the  Enemy,  is  said  to  amount  to  1100  Killed, 
wounded,  and  Prisoners. 

On  the  approach  of  our  Army,  Cornwallis  abandoned  some  de- 
tached Works  in  Front  of  the  Town,  and  retired  within  his  prin- 
cipal Works. 

This  Night  the  Troops  (who  are  now  Paraded  for  that  purpose) 
will  begin  the  first  Parallel,  which  will  be  within  five  or  GOO 
yards,  of  the  Enemy's  Works.  So  you  may  depend  upon  its  be- 
ing a  Night  of  Business. 

As  the  greatest  part  of  our  Ordnance,  and  Stores,  are  now 
here,  we  shall  be  ready  to  open  our  Batteries  in  a  day  or  two; 
when  I  Hatter  mvself,  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  silence  those  of 
the  Enemy  who  have  been  firing,  every  day,  at  the  Works  they 
evacuated  (and  which  we  now  possess)  but  wilh  little  effect.  As 
thev  have  not  killed  more  than  20  Men,  since  the  Armv  took  its 
present  jKiKition. 

I  am  sorrv  to  inform  vou,  that,  the  worthv  Colonel  Scammell, 
was  wounded,  and  taken  Prisoner  on  ^fonday  last,  by  three  of 
Tarlton's  Horse,  as  he  was  reconnoitring  thr  Enemy's  ^Vorks; 
he  is  Paroled,  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  recover. 
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On  Tuesday  laet,  Tarleton  crossed  the  River,  with  his  Regiment 
and  a  Body  of  Infantry  with  a  design  to  Forage.  They  were  at- 
tacked by  the  Duke  de  Lauzun's  Legion,  and  a  few  Militia  Who 
defeated,  and  pursued  them  to  the  Town  of  Gloucester.  The 
Enemy  had  Fifty  Men  Killed,  and  Wounded.  The  Duke's  Legion 
three  killed,  and  Eleven  Wounded.  As  it  is  more  than  probable 
(from  circumstances)  that,  I  shall  end  my  Career  in  the  course  of 
this  Siege,  should  such  an  unlucky  Event  take  place,  I  must  re- 
quest the  favor  of  you  to  interest  yourself  in  behalf  of  my  little 
Family,  that  they  may  have  Justice  done  them  by  the  Public, 
with  respect  to  what  they  are  indebted  to  me. 

Please  to  present  my  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Clinton,  Mrs.  Tap- 
pen,  Colo.  Benson,  &  the  rest  of  my  Friends,  at  Poughkeepsie. 
I  am,  With  every  Sentiment  of  Respect,  Dear  Sir,  Your  Obedient 
Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4044.] 

George  Cliiiton  to  Colonel  Willett — In  Regard  to  Clothing — Arrival 
in  New  York  of  Prince  William,  Aftcncard  King  William  IV. 

Poughkeepsie,  Octr.  Gth  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  Your  favor  of  the  22nd  ultimo  is  now  before  me.  I 
wish  you  to  believe  that  I  am  always  happy  in  the  Receipt  of 
your  Letters  that  I  may  be  minutely  informed  of  your  sil nation 
and  thereby  enabled  to  give  you  every  assitslance  in  my  I*ower 
to  facilitate  your  Command  »Js:  render  it  beneficial  to  the  Public. 
With  respect  to  arms  and  Clothing  for  the  three  years  men  I 
presume  these  matters  come  more  iiniiu'iliately  under  tlie  direc- 
tion of  Genl.  Starke  or  other  Continental  ollieer  cominaiulg  the 
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Departiiu'iit,  1  imkIosc  vou  a  c()i»y  of  tlie  Resolution  of  Conj^ross 
on^njrinir  to  Clotlio  »S:  I'.iy  tlicm  »S:('.  to  w:irr:nit  any  a])plic'ation 
you  may  oonceive  noci'ssary  lo  mala'  on  (liis  subject  ami  if  any 
Difliculties  should  arise  I  will,  as  far  as  my  Influence  will  ex- 
tend, chearfully  interpose  to  remove  them.  I  would  just  ob- 
serve that  by  a  late  arranj;ement  of  the  Clothinji:  Department 
all  State  Clothiers  &  A<::(^nts  for  ])urchasin<j:  are  done  away,  & 
the  whole  Business  is  left  to  be  executed  by  the  Continental 
Clothier  Genl.,  his  Deputies  or  Assistants.  I  am  much  at  a  loss 
with  respect  to  the  mode  of  musterinj^  &.  paying  the  levies;  for- 
merly when  a  Regt.  was  detached  they  were  mustered  by  one  of 
it's  field  officers,  who  in  that  respect  performed  the  duty  of  a 
muster  master.  Whether  there  were  abuses  committed  in  this 
way  I  do  not  know.  But  last  Spring  I  reed,  a  Resolution  of 
Congress  pointing  out  a  Difif't  mode,  a  Copy  of  which  I  enclose 
you — and  altho'  I  conceive  it  was  intended  for  the  Levies  of  last 
Year,  yet  I  would  advise  you  to  pursue  it.  With  respect  the 
pres't  levies  Congress,  last  year  as  well  as  this,  engaged  to  pay 
the  levies,  but  you  will  observe  that  by  this  Resolve  they  have 
recommended  it  to  the  diff't  States  in  the  first  Instance  to  ad- 
vance the  l»ay  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  This  I  pre- 
sume they  were  driven  to  do  from  the  low  State  of  their  iiuances. 
I  laid  this  Resolution  before  the  liegislature  at  their  last  Meet- 
ing but  they  rose  without  making  any  Provision  for  this  service. 
I  shall,  therefore,  renew  my  application  to  them  on  this  subject 
by  again  laying  before  them  the  Resolution.  I  mean  to  recom- 
mend to  ihe  Legislature  the  expediency  of  prolonging  the  time 
for  compleatlng  the  Corjjs  to  be  raised  on  P>ounties  of  Lands  »S: 
the  granting  a  pecuniary  Encouragement;  but  I  confess  to  you 
that  I  am  fearful  they  will  not  be  induced  projKTly  to  engage  in 
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it  and  that  we  shall  be  still  left  to  the  precarious  expedient  of 
temporary  levies. 

No  late  Intelligence  from  the  Southw'd.  On  the  23d  Ulto.  our 
Troops  were  arrived  in  the  Neighborhood  of  the  Enemy  under 
Cornwallis  &  preparations  for  serious  operations  ag't  them  were 
ripening  &  we  have  Reason  to  believe  the  Issue  will  be  favorable. 
We  have  also  Reason  to  believe  that  the  success  of  our  Allies 
in  the  late  naval  Engagem't  was  not  so  great  as  the  Acc't  I  last 
transmitted  you,  but  the  British  most  certainly  reed,  a  severe 
Drubbing,  as  by  Rivington's  Acc't  they  were  obliged  to  set  fire 
to  the  "  Terrible "  of  74  Guns  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  French,  &  several  others  were  greatly  injured;  add 
to  this  by  our  latest  Acct's  the  "  Ruby,"  a  64,  &  several  frigates 
were  captured.  Admiral  Digby  on  whom  the  Enemy  made  great 
Dependence  is  arrived  at  New  York  with  three  line  of  Battle 
Ships  only  &  some  frigates  so  that  our  naval  superiority  remains 
as  great  as  before.  Prince  Will'm  Henry,  the  British  Tyrant's 
3d. Son  is  come  over  with  Digby,  &  Rivington's  Gazette  is  stnlYed 
with  fulsome  addresses  to  the  Boy  &  his  answers. 

I  am  &c  &c. 
Col.  Willet.  

[No.  4045.] 

Bcthiicl    Washhiini   Furnishes    Evidence    of    Flour    ISupplicd    and 
Demands  Consideration  from  Colonel  Udnij  Hay. 

Albany,  7th  Octor.  ITSl. 

Sir:  My  present  Circumstances  rendering  It  Absolutely  Necessary  that  Every  Just 
Debt  due  mc  should  be  paid,  in  a  particular  manner  those  due  from  the  State,  for  flour 
furnished  at  a  Time  when  they  were  in  the  utmost  distress  for  that  Article,  and  which 
was  the  only  inducement  to  my  parting  with  the  principal  part  of  what  I  was 
possessed,  expecting  as  I  had  a  right  from  the  Inclos'd  Obligation  from  one  of  your 
Assistants  that  I  should  not  be  long  out  of  my  property,  but  as  one  year  is  Elaps'd  and 
still  no  prospect  of  payment  In  such  a  manner  as  to  make  me  whole,  to  receive  the 
same  Quantity  of  flour  you  are  Sinsible  would  be  greatly  to  my  damage — at  the  time 
I  lent  it  the  lowest  price  was  three  Poilnrs  per  Hundred  and  it  Is  now  sold  at  Two. 
From  these  circumstances  and  your  Knowledge  of  my  having  served  the  public  several 
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7«Ara,  and  dismissed  without  ono  farthing  of  pny,  let  me  Entreat  you  to  Iny  the 
matter  before  the  Legislature  at  their  present  nioetlnK,  &  represent  the  afTnlr  In  Such 
Terms  to  that  Honorable  body  a-M  may  Induce  them  to  Order  that  Justice  may  speedily 
bo  done  me.  Dtherways  I  have  no  prospect  but  certain  ruin;  this  may  be  softened 
perhaps  by  the  Comfortable  reflection  that  It  Is  by  serving  my  Country  In  Distress, 
which  has  reduced  me  to  this  situation.  I  hope  you  will  make  use  of  your  best 
Endeavors  to  nerve  mo,  &  am  Sir,  Your  most  Obt.  SerU 
Colo.  Hay  Slate  Agent 

N.  D.  The  Greatest  part  of  the  flour  furnished  was  fine  flour  which  would  bear 
Inspection 

Albany,  30th  Novr.  1780. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  Bethuel  Washburn,  Depy  Commissary  of  Issues  has  furnished 
this  Department  with  sixty  Two  Hundred  one  quarter  and  fourteen  pounds  of  flour, 
which  I  as  assistant  State  Agent  for  procuring  Supplies  of  provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  Engage  to  repay  with  flour  of  as  Good  Quality  when  It  shall 
be  Consistent  with  the  public  Safety  and  a  Sufficient  Quantity  shall  be  In  store  to 
Enable  me  to  do  the  same. 

Isaac  Stoutcnburgh,  Assistant  State  Agent 

I  do  hereby  further  certify  that  the  above  named  Bethuel  Washburn  has  Delivered 
as  above  Twenty  one  Hundred  and  one  Quarter  of  flour,  upon  the  same  conditions  as 
above. 

Isaac  Stoutcnburgh,  Asst.  State  Agent 
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[No.   U)\l.] 

Governor  Clinton  I  nahlr  to  (irant  f/oscpJi  Sackiifs  A pplicdtioti  for 
a  I'ass  to  \<  ir  York  Hut  Holds  Out  Kncouratjcmcnt. 

Coldonbam.   Octr.  7.  17S1. 

Sir.    At  the  Assembly  Sitting  at  Albany  Sum  time  last  winter  or  Spring.  Mr.  WIsener 

wrote  me  that   be  bad    Roquostod   a   permit  for  me  to  Remove  to  New  York  or  Long 

Island.  &  It  Pid  not  sute  to  Grant  it  at  that  time;  but  that  your  Exelency  bad  nothing 

Against   my  Going  &   thoiight   I   mite   be   In    the  Right  to  go,    as  I    have  a  prospect   of 

spending    the    Short   time    I    have   to    live,    more   Comfortable    there    then    I    can    In    my 

Present  Situation,  and  if  your  Exelency  wll  be  kind  enof  to  Grant  me  a  permit  to  go  In 

a  flag  with  Mrs.   Coldlng   If  she  should   Obtain   one;   or  that  I  may   go  with   Any  flai? 

that  may  be  going;  or  grant  it  in  Aney  form,  that  your  Exelency  in  your  wisdom  and 

Goodness  thinks  most  proper,  which  will  lay  me  Under  Lasting  Obligations,  and  I  am 

with  all  Due  Regards  Your  Bxelencys  most  Humble  Servt. 

Joseph  Sackett 

Pok('0])^ie,  31st  Oitober  1781. 

Sir,  I  liave  received  your  Letter  of  the  7tli  Instant  applying 
for  Permission  to  remove  with  your  Family  to  New  York  or 
Long  Island.  Be  assured  it  would  give  me  great  Pleasure  to 
oblidge  you  but  1  do  not  conceive  myself  authorized  to  comply 
with  your  Pequost  except  by  way  of  Exchange  which  from  your 
Attachment  to  the  Cause  of  your  Country  I  am  persuaded  would 
not  be  agreeable  to  you.  Patience  a  little  longer  &  I  trust  you 
may  go  in  u  iiiuch  more  agreeable  manner. 

I  am  &c. 

[No.  4018.] 

MoHHuur  7'.  /'.  I'(n(t  Hi'ukjs  to  dovcrnor  Clintons  Xoticc  the 
Invention  of  a  Material  as  a  S^uhstitute  for  Copper  for  Sheathing 
the  Hot  torn  of  bailing  ]  csscls. 

To  the  Honble  the  Govt.  &  Council  of  the  Province  of  New  York 

Gentlemen.  I  beg  leave  to  Uke  this  opportunity  to  give  you  early  Intelligence  of  the 
new  dtscovcrien  that  have  Just  been  made  in  F'rnncc.  A  Mital  to  sheath  the  Dottnm  of 
•hips,  also  a  Mantle  to  nourltth  Iron  keep  it  from  rust  and  preserve  it  sound  for  many 
years  are  Just  Invented. 

The  Utility  of  Copper  wa»  known  long  ago.  chiefly  In  Navigation,  it  being  scarce  and 
too  dear  for  a  General  use.  most  part  of  the  merchant  Vessels  were  deprived  of  that 
advantage.    T'  resembles  Copper,  has  all  (ts  Perfection  and  sells  as  well  as 

the  Ma-<«Uc  for 

An   Exper  m«ui  lie  In  Paris  by  able  Chymlsls  A  learned   Phil 

they  Roak'd  Iron  r  d  with  the  i>ald  Mastic  In  the  most  Corrosive 

after  they  bad  laid  In  them  during  some  days;  they  were  exfrncted  fresh  and  ungnaw'd 
ao  that  they  may  be  used  Instead  of  Copper  ones  being  oetcem'd  preferable  to  them. 
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These  new  Inventions  were  scrupulously  &  minutely  examin'd  before  they  could  obtain 
the  approbation  of  the  King  with  the  authority  of  Government  to  have  their  Fabrics 
established.  Orders  are  Issued  for  the  Royal  Navy  to  make  use  of  those  articles. 
Considerable  demands  are  made  by  several  opulent  Houses  of  Holland  &  France. 

Nobody  can  deny  that  ships  sheath'd  with  Copper  will  make  double  the  Voyages  of 
others;  because,  they  sail  faster  and  are  not  detain'd  in  Ports  for  cleaning,  Careening 
&  paying  them  with  Coats.  The  Metal  remains  fix'd  as  long  as  the  ships  last;  whereas, 
before  others  that  have  no  Copper  are  unfit  for  service,  they  cost  twice  or  three  times 
as  much  as  they  did  when  they  were  built.  I  beg  you  would  consider  how  important 
these  new  Discoveries  arc  to  Trade  and  Navigation  in  General.  Manufacturers  are 
established;  the  Company  that  direct  them  have  appointed  and  constituted  me  their  sole 
Agent  to  export  their  Metal  &  Mastic  to  America  in  general;  they  have  granted  me  an 
exclusive  Privilege  to  that  Effect. 

The  Reputation  of  my  late  Partner,  Mr.  Pliamo,  has  I  make  no  doubt  reachd  you. 
I  am  known  in  America  since  the  year  1775  when  first  I  carried  to  Cambridge  Gun 
Powder,  arms  and  other  ]Military  Stores  to  defend  your  Liberty.  I  have  from  that 
time  supply'd  several  States  with  the  like  articles  besides  cloathing  &  accoutrements 
for  your  Troops.  Being  concern'd  in  your  welfare  &  Independence,  I  make  bold  to 
offer  you  my  humble  services.  I  propose  at  the  same  time  to  furnish  you  the  Metal  & 
varnish  on  the  following  Terms  Vizt:  to  ship  them  on  your  account  and  Risques;  the 
Stock  of  the  concerned  for  the  establishment  of  the  new  Fabrics  and  purchase  of  their 
materials  being  very  considerable,  they  demand  ready  money  or  Bills  at  short  dates 
when  I  dispatch  their  merchandize:  consequently  Payment  is  to  be  made  by  the 
Purchasers  either  in  ready  money  or  with  Bills  on  France,  Spain  or  Holland  drawn 
at  short  time.  A  Commission  will  be  allowed  for  my  troubles  in  shipping  them. 
Should  you  prefer  to  send  your  vessels  to  France  in  order  to  have  them  sheathed  with 
the  new  Metal,  please  to  send  them  to  my  address.  If  my  Proposals  are  agreeable  to  you 
&  your  Honble  Navy  Board,  as  soon  as  I  receive  your  orders,  I  will  comply  with  them 
and  I  shall  make  my  study  to  turn  every  thing  with  economy  to  your  advantage.  My 
attention  to  your  Business  will,  I  hope  give  you  unquestionable  proofs  of  my  true 
attachment  to  your  service.  That  I  may  be  entitled  to  the  continuance  of  your  favors 
is  the  sincere  wish  of  Gentlemen,  Your  most  obedient  &  devoted  humble  Servt. 
Nantes  Octr.  the  7th  178L 


[No.  4049.] 

Ciovernor  Clinton  to  Governor  Trumhull  in  Regard  to  WooJsey  and 

Howell  Who  Desire  Passports. 

Pokeepsie,  Stli  Octol)<?r  1781. 
Dr  Sir,  The  Bearer  Major  Woolsy  whose  Mother  and  Family 
at  present  resides  in  Connecticut  informs  iiu*  thai  (hev  left  the 
principal  Part  of  their  Property  on  Long  Islaiul  on  their  i(mu()v;\1 
from  thence  when  (he  eiuMuy  arrived  Ix^fore  New  York,  that  it 
remains  in  such  Situation  as  to  alVord  them  i*rospects  of  secvir- 
\r\<x  it  rond  they  obtain  pnssports  for  ])riniiinix  it  across  tlie 
Sound  into  your  Stat(^  nnd  ih:il  on  an  Application  hiieiy  made 
to  your  I''.\('ell(Mi('V  f(M*  th;it  rur|iose,  you  was  |tle;is(Ml  to  vu 
eourajj^e  them  to  lioj»e  foi-  this  luduluciice  should  it  iiu^et  with 
my   Approbation.     1    am,    therefoiv,   ;it    the    parlicnlar    Instance 


384  Pltblic  Papkrs  of  George  Clinton. 

of  tlif  Major  in  w  Iioso  Patrioiisin  1  j>l;u'e  ("onrMlciice  iiuluced  to 
t:ik«'  the  lilxM'tv  of  sii:nif\inir  niv  Coiiscnt  (o  tlic  irrjuitinir  of 
liis  luMiiirsi  in  siirli  Mmfiikt  as  \4mr  I^xcclleiu'V  shall  deem 
proper  &  I'onsisti'ii I  with  ihc  |»iil)Iic  Intn-cst  and  safety. 

I  ha\«'  lately  n'cei\(Ml  a  h'lter  from  a  certain  Mr.  Ilowel  of 
Lunj;  ls>lanil.  nM|ni'slin^  my  Termission  lu  remove  with  his  l*rop- 
erty  into  this  Tart  of  tln^  Stale.  He  is  so  candid  as  to  mention 
that  he  hihors  undef  yoni-  I'.xcellency's  I  >isj»leasnre,  bnt  at  the 
same  time  ICxpresses  a  ('<mfidence  that  (tii  a  full  &  impartial 
investijjation  (d'  his  condnct  to  which  he  adds  he  stands  ready 
to  snhmit  he  \n  ill  be  able  lo  ac(]uit  himself  in  the  most  satisfac- 
tory >ranner.  I  am  ipiorant  of  his  political  character  &  the 
particular  circnmstances  of  his  case,  and  1  have  therefore  de- 
clined giving  hi  111  an  Answer  miiil  1  shall  be  favoured  with 
information  from  your  Excellency  respecting  his  Conduct,  being 
determined  on  every  Occasion  to  discountenance  those  who  wish 
to  maintain  an  nndne  Inteiconrse  with  the  (.'ominon  Enemy  & 
couseijueutly  lo  reject  his  aj)plication  should  he  api)ear  to  be  of 
this  class. 


[No.  4050.] 

ThnuKis  I'rrtl.  .Jurkstm  .\  juAUx  iu,  lithalf  of  If  is  lirothvr  to  Governor 

f'linton  for  (I  Lrth  r  In  dovcnior  TnimhuU  fnr  a  rassport. 

Peekskill,  October  8th  1781. 
8ir,  1  am  informiMl  in  consetinence  of  your  I-^xcelleucies  per- 
mission, riovennu'  Trniiibnll  will  irrant  the  necossar\-  pas])ort 
into  &  through  the  State  nf  ( 'niiiuM  t  init.  to  those  who  wish  to 
Immigrate  from  Long  Island.  If  ymir  lOxcellency  will  phrase  to 
grant  iIm*  jK'rmission  I  applied  fni-  in  behalf  of  my  lirother,  it 
will  lay  nir  nndrr  a  gr«at  (»bligalion.  1  have  the  honor  to  In- 
Your  Excellencies  Mont  Obt.  Servant. 
Excellv.  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4051.] 

Governor  Clinton  Compliments  General  Heath  on  the  Capture  of  Fort 
Slongo — The  Forage  Question. 

Poughkeepsie,  Oct.  8th,  1781. 

Dr.  Sir,   I  have  been  prevented  by  Indisposition  from  making 
an  earlier  acknowledgment  of  your  oblig'g  favors  of  the  27th 
ulto.  &  3d  Instant.     I  am  afflictod  with  a  fever  ])reval(Mit  in  the- 
neighborhood  tSc  noAv  only  enjoy  an    int<Minission  without    auy 
great  hopes  of  escaping  its  Return.     I  should  be  happy  in  giving 
you  my  Opinion  as  to  the  best  Mode  of  ascertaining  the  Quantity 
of  forage  consumed  by  the  allied  Army  while  in  Westchester 
County  but  without  fuller    information    than    I  am  at    ])res<'nt 
posessed  of  respecting  the  State  &  Circumstances  of  the  County 
&  the  manner  in  which  the  public  Officers  employed  to  collect 
supplies  for  the  Troops  within  in  that  Quarter  conducted  that 
Business.     I  do  not  find  myself  able  to  form  any  Judgment  that 
would  be  of  the  least  service  to  you.     Col.  Hay  the  State  Agent 
is  now  at    Albany — on  his    Keturn  1  will    dired    liim   (o    lay  a 
State  of  the  Business  before  mo  as  far  as  it  comes  under  his 
notice  which  perhaps  may  enable  me  to  give  you  souu^  Hints 
that  may  be  useful. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  the  tltli  luM.  last 
Night.  T  beg  you  to  believe  me.  Sir.  that  it  adds  to  the  Pleasure 
1  have  ill  tiie  success  of  the  Enterprize  ag't  Fort  Sloiujo  that  it 
was  executed  by  a  Detachmt.  of  the  Army  under  your  immediate 
Command.  Wright  will  bo  duly  attended  to  by  the  Commissrs. 
of  Conspiracies  to  whoso  caro  ho  is  committed.  1  am  •Sic  ♦Jsic. 
>fajor  CtMil.  Heath. 
1*5 
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[No.  4l)r)li.  ] 
(/orn)ior  Clintnn  fn  Cnnral  Shirk       \s  to  thf  A  in  si  nf  Sohlicrs  fur 

Tavern  Debts. 

l*oiijj:likeoi)si(\  Octr.  Sth,  1781. 

Sir,  I>y  some  unaccountable  Delay  your  letter  of  the  4th  Ulto. 
(which  api»ears  by  a  mark  on  (lie  hack  to  have  been  in  (he  Post 
oftice)  did  not  come  to  my  hand  uiiiil  this  Even'g.  1  liave  had 
frequnii  representations  of  the  abuse  you  complain  of  in  the 
arrestin*;  i^  conrin'«2:  soldiers  for  tavern  Debts  &:  thereby  depriv- 
ing ihe  public  of  their  service  cV:  1  am  so  fully  impressed  with  its 
destructive  Consequences  that  it  is  my  intention  to  apply  to  the 
Tiegislaturc  who  are  now  convened  at  this  Place  to  make  Prn 
vision  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent  such  abuses  in  future. 

I  am  &c  &c. 
Brig'r  Genl.  Stark. 

[No.  4053.] 

Dr.  yathaniil  Foster  Applies  for  Permission   to  Remove  His  Son 

from  Hospital. 

May  It  Please  your  Excellency  I  have  now  In  the  hosplttle  at  New  Windsor,  a  son 
who  1h  cngag"d  In  the  four  months  service,  under  your  Direction,  Is  Labouring  with  a 
slow  fever,  able  to  walk  a  few  Rods  abroad— being  desirous  to  Contribute  Everything 
In  my  power,  toward  the  recovery  of  my  son,  I  have  made  application  to  Doct'r  Adams 
(who  has  the  care  of  the  Hosplttle)  for  permission  to  Endeavour  to  Git  my  son  home, 
where  I  think  he  might  have  such  Attendance  &c— As  to  render  his  recovery  more  hope- 
ful. The  Docfr  in  reply  says,  that  Altho  there  Is  no  prospect  In  his  opptnlon  that 
his  Recovery  to  a  Capacity  of  Rendering  Service  to  the  public  for  the  Term  of  his 
KngaRvnietit,  ho  in  not  Authorls'd  to  prrniit  his  removal,  that  i«.  permit  for  that  purpo-<e 
is  only  to  be  obtained  thro,  your  Excellency's  favour;  am,  therefore,  from  a  considera- 
tion of  my  sons  Exposedness  to  other  Dlsseases  which  prevail  in  the  Hosplttle,  as  well 
ma  from  other  Tender  Motives,  Induc'd  Humbly  to  pettltlon  your  Excellency  for  permis- 
tlon  by  (the  Bearer)  for  the  Removal  of  my  son,  for  whose  return  to  hl.s  duty  I  beg 
leave  to  pledge  myself  as  soon  as  health  will  permit  &  Humbly  to  subscribe  my  .^elf 
your  i:  ;.  8  Most  Ob't.  Humble  Serv't. 

Dutcht  >■  So.  East  Prec'L  Sth  Octr.  1781. 

His  Bxc«llency  GoTemor  George  Clinton,  Poughkeepsle. 

Robert  Benson  Repmes. 

Poughkeepsle  Octr    lOth,  1781. 
Sir.     Hlfi  Excellency  Is  too  Indlnposed  to  attend  to  the  Business  himself:     But  dlr<>ots 
IBS  to  Inform  you   that,   however  willing  ho  would  be  to  serve  you,  as  the  Levies  are 
andf>r  the  Immcdlai'  !id  of  the  (Commander  In  rhlof  of  the  Departmotit,  he  cannot 

give  any  order  rosp'  ir  »on.     Ho  does  not  doubt  however  but  Uint  on  an  applica- 

tion to  Genl.   Heath  to  whom  you  are  at  liberty  to  show  this  letter,   he  wilt  grant  the 
Indulgence  you  Request.     I  am  Ar  R.  Benson. 
Mr.  Nath'l  Foster. 
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[No.  4054.] 

John  Field  to  George  Clinton  Asking  for  Passports  for  His  Wife  and 
the  Wife  of  Dr.  J.  Crane  to  Go  to  Long  Island. 

Sir,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Address  your  Excellency  by 
Mr.  Crane,  to  request  your  Excele'y  will  be  pleas'd  to  grant  your 
permission  and  recommendation  for  My  Wife  and  the  Wife  of 
Doct'r  Joseph  Crane  to  go  under  the  sanction  of  a  Flag  from 
Stamford  in  Connecticut  to  Oyster  Bay  or  Musquito  Cove  on 
Long  Island;  they  have  both  aged  Parents  on  the  Island  whom 
they  have  not  seen  since  the  Commencem't  of  the  W^ar  and  have 
lately  had  accounts  of  their  being  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and 
of  their  great  anxiety  to  see  them.  Exclusive  of  the  above 
reasons  there  is  another  motive  which  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
your  Excele'y.  They  are  people  of  some  considerable  property, 
and  if  they  should  drop  off  before  they  see  their  child'n  it  may 
be  detrimental  to  their  interest.  My  Wife  has  an  inclination  to 
take  her  son,  a  lad  about  12  years  old  with  her;  should  be  much 
oblig'd  if  your  Excele'y  will  please  to  include  him  in  the  recom- 
mendation. I  hope  yo'r  Excele'y  will  not  look  upon  the  above 
request  improper.  I  beg  leave  to  pledge  myself  there  is  nothing 
meant  but  what  is  specified  above. 

I  have  the  Hon.  to  be  yo'r  Excll'ys  Most  Hmble.  ..^  most  Obt. 
Servt. 

So.  East  Prect.  Octr.  8,  1781. 


[No.  4055.] 

ilie  iiovvrnor  l>r)i'ns  Mrs.   Toirnsnurs  licqiwst  to    \  isif    Xi^ir   York 

on  a  Pass. 

(lOsluMi.  (>«lr.  y(»  S.  17S1. 

Dear  Sir,    Your  Excolleurv  lins  boon  kind  enough  to  inform 

me  by  Mr.  Wisner,  that  I  shall  be  lndulg(Hl  in  being  permitted 
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to  go  lo  Ni'W    VtM'k  ill  order  lo  srtdc  iiiv  accoiiiiis  and  shall  ever 

ostooni  it  ns  a  mark  of  your  kindness  an<1  Henevolen<'e — -and  bej^ 

leave  to  express  my  niosi   ;iraietnll  sentiniciils  for  ilie  same- - 

and  as  llie  Inclement  soasv)n  approach  is  fast — and  1  in  a  poor 

state  of  healtli — bei;   to   lie  jiermiited  as  soon  as  i.'ossible  and 

l»«-  pleased  lo  deliver  it  lo  -Mr.  W  isner  who  will  forward  ilt  lo 

iiie  immediately — and  am.  Sir,  with  my  Ardent  wislu^s  for  your 

happiness  your  much  oblij;ed   Humble  Servt. 

VA'w.A  TowuM. 

The  Governor's  Answer. 

Poughkeepsie,  31  st  October,  1781. 

Dr.  Madam,  1  have  receivi'd  your  JA'tler  of  ihe  J?ih  Instant; 
it  will  i,Mve  me  great  Pleasure  to  oblidge  you,  but  at  present  it 
is  not  consistant  with  my  duty  to  permit  any  Person  to  go  within 
the  Enemys  Lines  &  to  Keturn.  The  obje<'tions  against  it  may 
probably  be  soon  removed  &  when  this  is  the  case  you  may  rest 
assured  of  being  the  first  that  will  receive  the  Indulgence.  This 
is  the  Idea  1  meant  to  comnninicale  to  .Mi-.  \\  isner  when  he  con- 
versed with  me  on  the  subject. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  your  Most  Obed.  Servt. 


[No.  4050.] 
James  Jiloodyooil  I'nnrnrdx  a  I*li(irtn)i  tn  dorrnior  Clinton. 

Albany  10  October  17S1. 
Sir,    at  Last— I  have  fient  your  Phcaitton  by  Capt.  TtUman  which  haa  promised  me  to 
take  all  the  Cnre  of  It  tbnt  Inys  in  his  Power.     I  wish  It  may  ploaso  you  as  I  havn  Dun 
all   lo    my   Power  tn   hnv**   It   Hnlrhcd  as  well   as   I   cold   CJlt   It  Dun.    The  work    Is   all 
well  Dun  Except  c  -  nfc  whirh  Is  not  no  good  as  I  wish. 

Mrs.  Bloodgood    i  ■■  Joyn  m"  with  c(tir  best  HospectH  to  your  Lady  ond  self.     I 

am  Sir,  Your  very  Humble  Scrvt. 

James  Uloodgood. 

Received  Albaoy  10  October  1781  of  Nicholas  Quackenbush  A  D.  Q.  M  one  Phaeton 
which  I  Promls«  to  deliver  to  Governor  Cllntoa  at  Poughkeepsie  having  Signed 
Duplicates.    Oliver  Glean. 
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[No.  4057.] 

Robert  Benson  to  General  Heath  in  Regard  to  the  Protection  of  the 

Frontiers. 

Poughkeepsie,  Oct.  11,  1781. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Govr.  who  is  still 
indisposed  with  a  fever,  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  Copies  of 
Letters  from  Genl.  Stark  &  Genl.  Gansevoort,  together  with  a 
letter  from  Genl.  Schuyler  which  he  supposes  to  be  on  the  same 
Subject,  &  to  inform  you  that  the  confidence  he  has  that  every 
aid  will  be  given  by  you  to  oppose  the  Common  Enemy  in 
that  Quarter  which  can  be  done  consistent  with  the  Genl.  Inter- 
est &  Safety  of  the  Department  under  your  command,  makes  it 
unnecessary  to  add  any  Thing  farther  on  this  occasion.  1  have 
the  honor  to  be  &c  &c  Bob.  Benson  A.D.C. 
The  honble.  Major  Genl  Heath. 


[No.  4058.] 

Affidavit  of  Colonel  John  Van  Rensselaer,  Who  Has  Been  Threatened 
by  Ycrmonters  for  His  Loyalty  to  Neic  York. 

Albany  ss:  Coll.  John  Van  Renselaer,  of  Hosick  district  in  the  County  of  Albany, 
being  duly  sworn  deposcth  and  Saith  that  the  farm  he  occupies  and  Lives  upon  Lays 
abt.  thirty  two  miles  north  Easterly  from  Albany  to  the  westward  of  the  Massachusetts 
Line,  Continued  Northward,  that  since  some  time  in  May  Last  the  people  of  Vermont 
have  used  every  Method  to  Exercise  the  Authority  of  that  State  in  the  District  in 
which  he  Resides,  that  on  the  raising  the  nine  months  men  this  Spring  the  Class  had 
furnished  the  Bounty  for  a  Recruit  to  the  Head  of  the  Class  a  Man  was  Hired  but  the 
head  of  the  Class  would  not  Deliver  the  man  to  the  State  of  New  York  when  this 
deponent  Ordered  the  Head  of  the  Class  Detatched  and  he  was  taken  and  Rescued  by 
the  people  of  Vermont  and  threatened  that  if  this  deponent  Contin'd  to  Exercise  the 
Authority  of  the  State  of  New  York  they  would  pull  his  house  down,  that  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Vermont  have  from  time  to  time  Exercised  the  Authority  of  that  State 
In  the  District  and  have  frequently  dUring  the  Summer  and  Still  Continue  under  the 
authority  of  that  State  to  Seize  the  Effects  of  the  friends  of  this  State  and  sell  them 
at  Vendue  to  Satisfle  for  their  Dclinquenrys  to  the  Orders  of  that  State;  that  he  lately 
Received  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  that  State  dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber Last  which  he  now  Delivers  to  Rich.  Morris,  Ksqr.  to  be  delivered  to  the  Governor 
and  further  saith  not. 

Jno.  Van  Rensselaer 
Sworn  to  this  13th  day  of  October  1781  Before  me 

Rich.  Morris 

Arlington  Vt.  l.^th  of  Sept.  1781. 
Sir,    I  am  Surprised  to  find  the  Impediament  you  make  of  the  orders  I  sent  to  Colo. 
Abbot   by   you   as   you   assured   me   that   you    li.id    no   disposition   or    Desire   to    inipeade 
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or  prevent   the  RatslnR   the   men   but   would   Inourago   It  only   wanted    to   have  tt  don« 
Equltabely. 

I  found  that  what  you  had  don  In  that  way  wan  to  rais  onlcy  one  man  for  the  Class 
and  if  you  have  paid  more  than  your  part,  others  are  obliged  to  refuis  It.  •  •  •  •  • 
The  Exercise  of  the  athority  of  this  State,  which  assistants  you  may  Depend  on 
It  will  bo  HUpplyd.  If  you  do  not  aprove  of  such  exercise  It  Is  enough  for  you  to  be 
quent.  If  you  persist  In  your  opposition  you  may  depend  on  It  you  will  be  taken 
care  of.  and  that  on  the  next  acct  I  have  of  your  continuing  your  notorious,  insulting 
and  obsene  conduct,  however  I  hope  and  trust  on  cool  reflection  you  will  consider 
the  importance  of  the  most  strong  exertions  In  the  defence  of  our  frontiers,  especially 
as  we  aro  under  apprehension  of  an  innnedinte  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  you  will 
act  up  to  your  prefeLion  and  not  only  act  upon  but  give  your  Assistance  In  every 
matter  that  leads  to  our  mutual   Defence.    I   am  yours,  &c. 

Thos.    Chittenden. 
Colo.  Rensselaer. 


[No.  4059.] 
JaiiHs  fhnn ilton  f'alls  I  jintt  IJir  dorirnnr  tit  Sarc  I/ini  from  Ruin. 

Little  Brittain,  Oct.  11th,  1781. 

Hond.  Sir.  The  Attorney  Genl.  Informs  me  that  Execution 
will  be  Granted  immediately  ajjainst  me  for  them  4  Cattle  of 
Mr.  l^aws,  which  every  person  I  talk  to  on  that  subject  thinks 
very  extraordinary — after  your  Order  on  the  C.  G.  or  assist;  and 
his  beinf?  olTered  the  money  by  Mr.  Elmendorph — and  his  apply- 
ing to  Col.  Cuyler  who  asserts  that  He  offered  him  pay  for  said 
Cattle  in  Novr.  1777 — after  your  Excellency's  providing  a  law 
for  the  payment  of  all  provisions  Taken  at  that  Time — and  Your 
Last  proclamation,  1  expected  paid  him  or  Settled  the  Matter 
for  payment. 

The  Ato.  Genl.  directed  iiic  to  go  and  Settle  with  Mr.  Law 
bv  knowing  how  much  h<-  imist  have  pr  lb.  and  to  promise  him 
payment  in  H  or  r.  Weeks,  whieh  1  think  if  I  do  it  will  be  involv- 
int:  iMVself  contiarv  to  the  C  ii  ul  i*  orders,  as  he  would  not 
allow  nie  to  give  him  any  more  than  r,d.  1'.  lb.  X.  Emmission-- 
I  have  Wrote  to  the  C.  (lenl.  this  day  on  tlu-  Subject.  If  Exe- 
cution is  I>evyed  on  my  little  place  it  must  go,  for  the  Continent 
has  got  all  my  substance  and  Services,  and  I  can  get  nothing 
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therefor.    Relying  on  your  Execy.  as  you  had  the  command  at 
that  Time,  that  you  will  order  Matters  so  that  1  may  not  be 
ruined,  I  am,  with  due  Deference  Hond.  Sir,  your  Excys  mt.  Ob. 
and  M.  Hble  Serv. 
His  Excy.  George  Clinton,  Esqr.  Governor  &c  &c  &c. 


[No.  4060.] 

John  Stark  Sends  an  Alarming  Message  to  General  Gansevoort — The 

Enemy  Reported  South  of  Lake  George. 
(Copy) 

Head  Quarters  half  past  (>  O'clk,  Saratoga  11  Octbr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  By  information  this  moment  received,  I  am  In 
formed  that  the  Enemy  are  now  in  reality  on  this  side  of  Lake 
George.  For  God's  sake  hurry  on  with  all  the  Force  you  can 
collect  as  perhaps  this  may  be  the  Last  Information  I  can  Give 
you  untill  they  are  in  reality  here.  I  can  Give  no  Information  of 
their  Force  but  we  must  be  prepared  for  the  Worst. 

I  am  Dear  Sir  Your  very  Huml  Servt. 
B.  Genl.  Gansevort. 

[No.  4061.] 

General  Heath   to  Governor  Clinton — The  Seeotid  New  Hampshire 
Ordered  to  Albany — New  Yorker^s  Captured  at  Fort  Slongo. 

Headquarters,  Continental  village,  October  11,  1781. 

Sir,  I  was  yesterday  honored  willi  yours  of  the  Sth — ^am 
nnhappy  to  hear  of  your  indisposition,  but  hope  you  will  soon 
get  the  better  of  it. 

Among  tlie  prisoners  taken  at  fort  Slongo,  are  those  whose 
munes  are  on  tlie  inclosed  list  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 
York.  If  your  Excellency  should  think  pro])er  to  view  any  of 
them  in  a  dilTerent  light  than  that  of  prisoners  of  war,  they 
shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  civil  authority. 


^^^^2  Public  Pai'Kus  ok  (Jkoimm-:  Clinton. 

The  last  cvcniiii:  I  received  letters  from  ♦jenernl  Stark,  of  tlie 
7(li  and  Sth  instaiii.  in  wliidi  lie  expresses  an  apprehension  of 
a  visit  from  the  eneniv  in  some  force.  Since  1  sent  colonel  Weis- 
senfels  regiment  to  Albany,  I  have  written  to  colonel  R(\vnold8, 
of  New  IIami»shire  who  is  rendezvousinj^  a  reji^iment  of  militia 
at  Charlestowu,  No.  1,  [New  Hampshire]  to  detach  200  men 
from  his  rejximent  to  Allianv.  and  with  the  remainder  to  be 
ready  to  act  as  occasion  mav  recjuire,  either  towards  Albany  or 
the  Settlements  on  the  ujjjk  r  parts  of  Connecticut  river.  Gen- 
eral Stark  informs  me  that  he  has  received  assurances  of  aid 
from  the  jM'ojde  (Ml  the  (Jraiils,  if  it  should  be  wanted.  The  last 
evenin<r  I  ordered  the  SfM-ond  New  Tlampshire  rec^iment  of  ref!:u 
lar  troops  to  embark  with  a  delachmeut  of  artillery  and  held 
piece,  and  proceed  with  all  possible  disj>atch  to  Albany.  They 
embarked  about  11  O'clock  the  last  iiij^hi,  and  are  now  on  tin* 
river.  The  rej^inent  is  small,  but  are  very  j^ood  troops.  This  is 
all  the  force  I  can  spare  at  ju-esent,  and  which  1  hope  is  suffi- 
cient, with  the  militia,  wiio  will  naturally  collect. 

1  am  keeping,'  a  jealous  eye  over  Sir  Harry  (.'linton,  for  it  is 
]M)S8ible  he  may  have  a  desip:n  by  a  movement  at  the  northward 
m  divert  our  attention  and  draw  nnr  force  that  way,  while  he 
sudilt'iily  uuikes  an  attempt  on  the  imi)ortant  jMJsts  in  the  High- 
lands. I  hope  your  militia  will  be  ready  to  act  either  at  the 
northward  or  in  this  (Quarter,  as  may  be  necessary. 

!  :ini  exceedingly  sorry  to  tind  by  Cen<  ral  Stark's  letter,  that 
h»-  has  tried  at  a  court  martial  and  exccnnd  Lovcdess,  who  came 
with  very  particular  written  instinrtions  i(>  seize  a  prisoner 
from  th«'  iH'ighborhood  of  Saratoga,  in  which  attempt  he  and  his 
party  were  taken;  which  was  sonu'tinu*  since  nn'nti(»ned.  His 
having  written  instructions,  the  trnor  of  ilnm.  and   tie-  party 
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being  armed,  I  think  clearly  barred  the  idea  of  his  being  con- 
sidered as  a  spy,  and  upon  what  principle  he  was  executed,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  determine — and  am  apprehensive  it  will  make 
us  some  difficulty.  It  may  be  best  to  say  as  little  about  it,  at 
present,  as  possible.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest 
respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

I*.  S.     I  am  apprehensive  we  shall  be  in  want  of  flour  and  that 

very  soon.     ^Ve  obtain  from  colonel  Hay  but  a  small  proportion  of 

what  was  expected.     If  an}'  measures  can  be  adopted  to  quicken 

the  supplies,  I  request  thev  mav  be  taken. 

W.  H. 

List  of  those  prisoners  taken  at  fort  Slongo,  who  belong  to 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Capt.  Philip  Lake,  Commissioned  by  Governor  Robinson,  Capt. 
Barret  Dyer,  Do,  Lieut.  Matthias  Pendergrass,  Do. 

Privates:  Thomas  Pendergrass,  William  Huyk,  Aaron  Van 
Dyck,  Michael  FitsGcrald,  Thomas  Darling. 


[No.  4062.] 

General  \ du  Ixoif^sclarr  Ordered  to  he  Readij  to  .]fovr  at  a  }[oment's 
Xotiec  to  /\ei)iforec  Ceneral  S^tarh. 

Pouglikeepsio,  Octr.  11th,  1781. 
Sir,  His  Excellency  the  Go\  r.  lias  just  received  a  Letter  from 
Genl.  Gansevoort  enclosing  a  Copy  of  one  from  Genl.  Stark  in- 
forming of  Ills  being  a])])rize(l  thai  \ho  Kneniy  liav(^  a  consider- 
able force  at  Point  I'aii'  niuhM*  niarcliing  ordiM's  ♦Jv:  roqu(^sting 
Aid  from  (lie  Mililia.  His  Excellency  is  indisposed  wiili  a  fever 
iV:,  therefor(\  directs  me  to  inform  you  of  this  ^:  to  re(|uest  that 


.'194  I'uiiLH'   Patkhs  oi'  (ii:oKi;i:  Ci.imon. 

voii  will  hold  voiir  IJri^Mdr  in  rradiiK-ss  al  a  Moiiniils  \\arnin«»" 
to  march  tho  \\liol(»  or  sudi  Tari  of  il  as  may  l)e  necessary  to  sus- 
tain (leiil.  Stark  or  Colo.  W'illet  witlio\it  waiting  fnrtlior  orders  as 

Kmerj^encies  may  require.     I  am  •!<:('. 

H.  Benson  A  I)  C. 
Oc'ul.  Rensselaer. 

[No.  4063.] 

(jlcncral  Heath  and  the  Alarm  from  the  North — The  Flour  ^xtu4ition 
in  Westehester  County  Serious. 

Headquarters,  Continental  villa jjje,  October  12,  1781. 

Sir,  I  was  lafst  eveninjj;  honored  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Benson, 
••nelosiug  copies  of  letters  from  ;;i'neral  Stark  and  Gansevoort 
and  a  lettrr  from  general  Schuyler.  General  Schuyler's  letter 
was  of  the  4th  and  has  been  long  on  the  road.  He  also  refers  to 
another  letter  of  his  which  has  not  come  to  hand.  In  that  of  the 
4th  he  advises  me,  that  on  the  12th  of  September,  seventy 
batteaux  were  completed  at  St.  Johns,  and  the  carpenters  em 
ployed  in  rr-pjiiring  others — that  all  the  troops  at  Montreal. 
except  the  necessary  guards,  were  sent  to  St.  Johns,  w  here  there 
were  about  lOtM)  men  regulars  an«l  iirtgulars  and  seventy  In 
dian« — and  every  indication  ol  an  excursion  over  the  lake.s. 
That  about  N0()  men  had  gone  up  St.  Lawrence  said  to  relii've 
the  western  ])Osts.  and  that  by  "the  baggage  and  stores  tliey 
have  carried,  thai  .seems  their  destination  -\ 

In  mine  of  yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency what  steps  I  had  taken.  I  hop<»  the  force  I  have  sent  to 
Albany,  witli  the  militia  which  are  collecting  will  be  suHlcient — 
more  1  can  scarcely  spare  from  these  j)Osts. 

It  seems  the  enemy,  by  general  Schuyler's  account,  were  at 
Point  O'Fer,  and  their  destination  not   known      A   Mr.  Metcalf. 
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a  noted  person  in  Canada,  and  I  am  persuaded  is  known  to  your 
Excellency,  not  long  ago  came  from  Montreal  and  gave  me  an 
account  of  the  preparations  which  were  making.  It  was  his 
opinion  from  the  size  of  the  batteaux,  that  the  attempt  would 
be  made  on  the  upper  Settlements  on  Connecticut  river, — which 
I  immediately  communicated  to  the  eastern  States.  ^Yhile  the 
enemy  are  at  Point  O'Fer,  their  destination  remains  uncertain. 
I  have  ordered  a  chain  of  expresses  established  between  this  and 
Albany,  that  the  earliest  intelligence  may  be  communicated.  I 
am  very  apprehensive  if  the  enemy  make  a  serious  move  at  the 
northward,  Sir  Harry  will  make  one  on  this  side. 

My  greatest  apprehensions  are  on  the  account  of  the  want  of 
flour — and  T  most  earnestly  request  that  some  measures  may 
be  immediately  adopted  to  ensure  us  instant  relief.  Of  3,000 
barrels  expected  from  Colonel  Hay  by  this  time,  on  the  30th  of 
September,  300  barrels  had  not  been  received.  The  day  before 
yesterday,  we  had  not  more  than  one  day's  allowance  of  flour 
on  hand — and  from  colonel  Hay's  letters,  we  are  not  to  expect 
large  supplies  from  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect.  Your  Excel 
lency's  Most  obedient  Servant, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  10(11.1 
OcHddl  Svhuj/hr  I  rt/cs  the  Governor  to  Proceed  to  Saratoga. 

Albany,  8  o'clock  A.  M.  October  TJ,  1781. 

Dear  Sir,    Tliis  iiionuMit  I  received  an  ex])ress  from  Gen.  Stark 

advising  me  lliat  (lie  Mneiny  liad  landi^l  and  were  on  their  nmrch 

between  lake  George  and  Saratoga,  and  inireating  assistance.     I 

liave  written  to  General  1\oss(M(M*  of  the  Massachusetts  agreable 


300  Pf'in.n     IVm-kiis  or  (ii:<h{<;f  Clinton. 

to  Genorni  Stark's  rrrjiicst  to  March  uj*  willi  his  Militia.  I  liojx^ 
General  (Jansi'vooit  will  cxiTt  himsrlf  to  draw  out  his  IJrigade, 
hilt  1  holi«»v«'  it  will  l)o  iiullsponsably  necossar.v  for  your  Excel- 
lency to  hasten  up  or  uiuch  evil  may  arise.  Cannot  General 
Heath  send  a  reinforcement,  we  have  not  any  regular  troops  in 
this  (juarter.  1  am  l>ear  Sir,  with  great  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's inubi  obedient  Servant, 
His  Fxrellenrv  (Jov.  Clinton  iS:r  &:c. 


[No.  4065.] 

Governor   Clinton    R( quests    General   Yan    R-ensselaer   to   March   to 

Albany. 

Poughkeepsie,  Octr.  13th,  1781. 

Sir,     By  accounts  ihis  moment  reed  by  Express  from  Genl. 

Gansevoort.     It  appears  the  Enemy  are  in  force  on  this  side 

Lake  George — I  have  therefore,  to  repeat  my  request  that  you 

will  forthwith  march  your  Urigade  lo  Albany  and  from  thence 

to  surh  Parts  of  the  Frontiers  as  the  position  of  the  Enemy  on 

your  arrival  at  that  Place  shall  render  necessary.     1  am  &c, 

BrigT.  Genl.  Rensselaer. 


[No.  lor.r,.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Heath — Embarrassed  b\j  the  Delicati/  of 
His  Pftsition     Promises  Cooperation  and  Flour. 

Poughkeepsie,  Octr.  13,  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  This  morning  by  Express  I  reed  a  Ivctter  from  B.  Genl. 

Gansevoort  con'g.  a  Coj.v  nf  (»ne  from  Genl.  Stark  to  him — cojueg 

of  which  are  enclosed.     In  addition  to  the  measures  taken  by 

Genl.  cJansevoort   f<»r  reinforeini:  <;enl.   Stark.   1   have  ordered 
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Oenl.  Rensselaer  immediately  to  march  his  Brigade  for  Albany 
&  from  thence  to  detach  to  the  assistance  of  Genl.  Stark  or  Colo. 
Willet,  according  to  the  Accounts  of  the  Enemy's  Position  he 
may  receive;  for  I  am  not  without  apprehension  that  the  Ene- 
my's real  Object  is  west  of  Saratoga.  These  letters  I  presume 
were  written  before  they  had  any  information  at  Albany  of  the 
reinforcements  you  had  lately  ordered  to  that  Quarter.  The 
continued  applications  through  me  to  you  for  further  aid,  place 
me  in  a  disagreeable  situation;  as  I  cannot  possibly  form  a 
proper  Judgment  of  the  aid  you  can  safely  spare  and  I  should 
be  exceedingly  unhappy  in  advising  any  step  that  might  in  its 
consequences  endanger  the  principal  Objects  of  your  command. 
I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  barely  to  the  transmission  of 
the  Intelligence  I  may  from  time  to  time  receive,  assuring  you  at 
the  same  Time  of  every  assistance  in  my  Power,  should  an  at- 
tempt be  made  by  the  Enemy  below,  which  from  your  Accounts 
do  not  appear  altogether  improbable. 

Colo.  Hay  is  not  yet  returned  from  Albany;  but  unless  the 
alarm  to  the  northward  should  detain  him,  he  may  be  hourly  ex- 
pected and  the  Moment  he  arrives  he  shall  have  my  positive 
Orders  to  hurry  on  a  supply  of  Flour  »&  to  compleat  this  State's 
Quota  of  that  article  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  Charge  agt.  the  Prisoners 
named  in  the  List  enclosed  in  your  favor  of  the  11th  &  therefore 
suppose  they  may  with  propriety  be  exchanged  as  Prisoners  of 
War. 

I  am  &c  &c  &c, 
The  houble  Major  Genl.  Heath. 


[No.  4(Mm.T 
Thr  dnrrrmn    tn  (inurnl  (itinscmort    -t^rriHinit'ums  far  the  Defvncc 

of  the  State. 
Touj^hkoepsie,  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  Octr.  L'i,  1781. 
Sir.  I  am  iliis  luoinent  favored  with  your  lietter  of  the  12tli 
1  i»if ^'.  a  Copy  of  <lenl.  Stark's.  Since  my  last  to  yon  I  liave  reed, 
a  Letter  from  i\vu].  TTeath  informing:  me  that  lie  had  detached 
The  Now  Hampshire  Coutinental  Kejj^t.  with  a  Detachment  of 
Artillery  together  with  part  of  a  Keg't.  collecting  at  Charles- 
Town  No.  4  to  your  Assistance.  I  am  not  sufficiently  inform<Ml 
of  (Ji'ul.  lleaih's  force  below,  to  determine  whether  it  is  prob- 
able he  can  s])are  any  more,  but  from  his  last  letter  to  me  it 
would  rather  appear  he  conceives  he  cannot.  I  shall  however 
immediately  forward  him  Copies  of  your  &  Genl.  Stark's  Letter. 
Tlif  I'nemy's  Force  is  so  formidable  at  New  York  &  in  such  per- 
fect Readiness  for  some  capital  Movement  as  to  justify  an  Appre- 
iH'nsion  of  an  Attempt  agt  the  Posts  in  the  southern  Parts  of 
the  State  and  to  make  it  necessary  to  be  prepared  agt.  it.  I 
have  by  the  Bearer  repeated  my  order  to  Brigr.  Genl.  Rensselaer 
to  march  his  Brigade  for  Albany  with  the  least  possible  Delay. 
1  am  &c. 
iirigr.  (lenl.  (lausevoort. 

[No.  4068.] 

(inrrrnor  Clinton  i'uuKi/s  to  (Umral  Schui/ler  tli(   Substanee  of  tfn 
Orders  ff*f<urfl  in  Cnnscqucnee  of  the  Approaeh  of  the  Knemy. 

Pou^'likcepsie.  Octr.  13,  1781. 

\^v.  Sir.    I   am   this  moment  fav'd   wiili  y'r  letter  of  the  VJih 

inst.     1  should  l)e  hapjiy  if  the  state  of  my  lnalth  was  such  as  to 

enable  me  to  repair  to  An)any:  but    I  have  been  alllictcd  these 

10  day.«»  past  with  an  intermitting  fever  from  which  tho'  I  have 
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escaped  it  a  Day  or  two  I  am  by  no  means  recovered  so  as  to 
venture  abroad.  I  wrote  to  Genl.  Rensselaer  by  the  last  return- 
ing Express  from  Albany  and  ordered  him  to  hold  his  Brigade 
in  readiness  &  to  march  without  further  orders  if  the  Acc't  he 
should  receive  rendered  it  necessary.  I  have  now  repeated  my 
Orders  to  him  to  march  immediately  to  Albany  &  from  thence 
to  such  Parts  as  the  Position  of  the  Enemy  should  render 
necessary. 

Late  on  Thursday  Eveng  last,  I  reed,  a  Letter  from  Genl. 
Heath  advising  me  that  the  N.  Hampshire  Contl.  Regt.  &  a  De- 
tachment of  Artillerv  were  embarked  &  on  their  wav  to  Albanv 
k  that  he  had  ordered  200  of  a  Regt.  collectg.  at  Charles  Town 
No  4  to  immediately  march  for  the  same  place.  The  wind  being 
since  favorable  the  former  must  have  arrived  before  this.  I 
will  Instantly  transmit  Genl.  Heath  the  information  now  reed. 
But  from  a  I^etter  I  reed,  from  him  last  Eveng.  it  appears 
doubtfull  whether  he  will  be  able  to  spare  any  greater  force,  as 
the  Enemy  in  N.  York  are  in  very  considerable  strength  &  pre- 
pared for  some  Capital  movement,  &  he  is  not  without  appre- 
hensions that  their  Designs  may  be  ag't  the  Posts  under  his 
immediate  Command  «fc  that  the  prest.  appearance  of  the  Enemy 
at  the  Northw'd  may  be  to  favor  such  an  Enterprize. 

I  am  &C, 
The  Honble  Philij)  Schuyler,  Esqr. 


[No.  4069.] 

dctural  Hvotli  to  Hovvrnor  Clinton — Concerned  Over  the  Question 
of  Forage  and  Supplies  for  This  Campaign. 

Headquarters,  Continental  village,  October  14,  1781. 

Sir,     I  was  the  last  evening  honored  with  yours  of  the  KUh 

inclosing  copies  of  intelligence  from  general  Stark  and  general 
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liiinsi'voort.  1  liavc  ordered  two  rogiinente  more  of  regular 
trooj)s  with  another  tieldpiwe  to  niareli  imiiKHliatel}  for  Albany, 
to  take  vessels,  if  the  wind  should  br  favorable  ai  I'^ishkill  - 
if  not,  to  proceed  on  by  lan<l.  1  am  very  sorry  that  your  indis- 
position forbids  your  atYordinjj  your  presence  at  the  Northward 
on  tliis  occaf^ion  where  it  would  be  productive  of  the  best  con- 
sequeuceb. 

On  this  emergency,  and  the  present  situation  of  things,  I  re- 
quest your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  vest  colonel  lluj2:hes 
with  ample  powers  to  procure  such  forage  or  w  aj^gone  as  may  be 
necessary  to  effect  the  most  speedy  march  of  the  troops,  or  trans- 
portation of  i)rovisions — and  to  colonel  Uay  or  his  Asi^ietants, 
or  if  he  be  absent,  to  such  person  as  you  may  think  proper,  to 
afford  a  supply  of  flour  not  only  to  the  troops  at  the  Northward, 
but  for  this  army,  who  are  now  on  the  verge  of  want  of  bread. 
Let  me  entreat  some  extra  measures  may  be  taken  for  our  relief 
in  this  respect.  I  have  represented  our  situation  to  Mr.  Morris. 
I  find  by  his  answers,  that  he  depends  much  on  colonel  Hay  to 
supply  us.  Although  1  have  written  to  Mr.  Phelps  to  forward 
beef  cattle  to  Albany,  yet  the  present  emergency  may  require 
a  more  speedy  aid,  w  hich  I  request  may  be  granted. 

I  will  thank  your  Excellency  for  a  communication  of  any  intel- 
ligence that  may  come  to  your  knowledge  and  1  pray  you  to  be 
assured  that  no  exertions  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to  alTord 
protection  to  every  part  of  the  state  as  far  as  is  within  my 
power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Mo«t  obedient  servant, 
His  Excellencv  Onvornor  flinton. 
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[No.  4070.] 

Mr.  T.  Van  Wageneti  to  the  Governor  in  Regard  to  a  Flour  Contract 
— Together  With  a  Letter  from  George  Clinton  to  Sears  and  Smith 
on  the  Same  Subject. 

Kingston,  Oct.  14th,  1781. 

Sir,  I  reed,  your  Excellencys  letter,  together  with  the  copy  of  Messrs  Sears  &  Smith, 
relative  the  contract  Between  them  gentlemen  &  myself.  I  am  very  sorry  to  find  that 
there  is  so  great  a  misunderstanding  between  us,  which  can  be  occasioned  by  nothing 
but  the  miscarriage  of  my  Letters  to  them.  The  contract  would  have  been  punctually 
performed  on  my  part  long  ago  had  I  not  had  the  misfortune  of  a  severe  fit  of  the 
fever  &  ague,  which  took  me  the  same  time  that  I  had  collected  greatest  part  of  the 
Waggons  which  was  to  transport  the  flour  to  Boston,  and  upon  my  recovery  the  people 
were  so  busily  employed  in  Tilling  their  summer  Fallows  that  I  could  hire  none  till 
after  seed  time.  I  have  a  short  time  past  wrote  them  gentlemen  a  Letter  informing 
them  they  could  expect  me  in  a  very  short  time,  and  I  am  now  making  every  exertion 
in  my  power  for  that  purpose,  as  I  have  never  had  the  least  Intention  other  than  doing 
them  every  Justice  in  my  power,  but  as  to  my  taking  the  goods  without  their  consent 
is  intirely  a  mistake.  If  they  recollect  themselves  they  must  know  they  desired  me  to 
get  some  persons  of  my  acquaintance  in  Boston  to  recommend  me,  upon  which  I  applied 
to  some,  &  call'd  upon  them  to  acquaint  them  of  it,  when  they  informed  me  I  could 
have  the  articles  I  mentioned  if  I  would  call  up  in  the  morning,  which  I  did  and  not 
finding  either  of  them  at  home  I  apply'd  to  the  store  keeper  then  at  Mr.  Sears'  who 
referr'd  me  to  one  of  the  Clerks  then  in  the  store  who  delivered  the  goods  to  me. 

As  they  have  desired  a  line  from  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  I  wish  you  would 
at  the  same  inform  them  of  my  sentiments  with  respect  to  it,  I  am  Sir  with  due 
Respect  yr.   Excellencys  most  obedt.   &  Hble  Sert. 

The  Governor  to  Messrs.  Sears,  Smith  c^-  Co. 

Pokeepsie,  2Sth  October  1781. 
Gentlemen,  From  a  Desire  of  oblidging  you  ^^  out  of  Tender- 
ness to  Mr.  Van  Wagenen  who  as  a  Military  orticer  in  the  levies 
of  this  State  has  always  supported  a  fair  Character,  upon  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  I  transmitt(Hl  him  a  copy  of  it  with  my 
Sentiments  respecting  his  Conduct  towards  your  House. 
Inclosed,  you  have  a  Copy  of  his  Answer  from  which  I  woud 
charitably  hope  that  it  was  owing  to  the  Misunderstanding  in 
the  first  Instance,  &  afterwards  to  the  unfortunate  Circum- 
stances mentioned  in  his  Letter  thai  his  contract  was  not  punc- 
tually comi)lied  with,  »S:  not  to  any  fraudulent  intention  and  tliat 
these  impediments  being  now  removed,  he  will  manifest  a  dispo- 
sition of  doing  you  Justice  without  farther  l>elay  or  Troubles. 
Kost  assured,  Gentlemen,  it  will  at  all  Times  alYord  me  ^reat 

Pleasure  to  serve  you,  but  in  the  present  Instance  you  will  readilly 
20 


l(i"J  Puni.ic    l*An:us  oi"  ( 1  lioitcK  ('i. in  ton. 

jMTCt'ivr  I  cMH  onlv  do  il   hv  a  l-'riciKll  v   Intrrposil  i«ni  in  iiiv  Pii 
\:i(«'  ( 'liaraclrr.      1    am   with   sincere   Ivcj^^ard   \    llshcin,  (ienllc 
nun.  Wiwv  Most   ( )hril.  StTt. 
Messrs  Scars,  Smilh  &  Co.  IJoston. 


[No.  4071.] 

('uUisioti  livttcven  New  York  Troops  and  a  Party  of  Vcrmonters — 
Gentral  (lanst  roort  Reports  thr  Afjair  to  (lorcrnor  C'lintou   irith 

Colonrl  \(in  li>  nssrlacr's  Ixiport. 

Albany,  Octr.  15,  1781. 

Dr  Sii-.  1  yesterday  went  up  to  tbe  New  City  for  the  purpose 
of  liasteninj:  on  to  Sarjjhtofi^a  that  part  of  my  Brigade  ordered 
lo  rrinforce  (It^n.  Starks.  I  Kelmiird  in  tlic  Mvi-nin;,^  and  iliis 
morning  Ileceived  from  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer  a  I^etter  of  which 
the  inclosed  is  a  cojiy.  The  atlray  it  Describes  was  occasioned 
by  Colo.  Van  Rensselaer  having  made  ])rison(U"  on  the  evening 
of  the  13th  inst.  of  a  Certain  Fairbanks,  a  j)rivate  of  his  Regt, 
residing  at  the  New  City,  who  is  Commisioned  as  a  Colonel  and 
appointed  as  a  Select  man  under  the  new  State  (so  called).  This 
felluw  by  sonif  nicauis  eilecti'd  his  E.scape  and  CuUecled  the  men 
mentionrd  in  Colo,  ^'an  Rensselaer's  T.etter. 

As  1  Conceive  this  atlair  may  be  attended  with  some  important 
Consequences,   I   have  thought   proper  more   Especially  as  the 
I^'gislature  are  now  probably  (.'onvened,  to  write  to  your  Excel 
lency  \\\  Express  and  uonid  wish  to  ha\r  if  jjossible,  partirnlar 
InstructioDs  for  my  conduct  in  this  Business. 

I    last    night    Recrived   your    Excellency's    Letter   of   the    i:51h 
inet,  by  the  iieturu  of  my  Express.     N'rooman's  Regt.  iia\«-  not 
been  railed  from  Scholiary  and   I    niraii   lo  foruaid  to  that  jdace 
Colo.   Henry   Van   Rensselaer   with  Ana   www   <.f   tlio  Clav<'rack 
Militia  as  soon  as  thev  Come  in. 


I 
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I  have  Ordered  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer's  Brigade  to  Schenec- 
tady; this  has  now  been  the  more  necessary  as  Genl.  Starks 
has  drawn  from  Tryon  County  the  Two  Companies  of  Levies 
under  Major  Logan's  Command.  I  shall  proceed  to  Schenectady 
to  morrow  and  give  orders  to  the  officer  Commanding  the  Troops 
Collecting  there  to  hold  them  in  Readiness  to  march  whenever 
the  movements  of  the  Enemy  may  Render  it  most  necessary. 
I  must  again  mention  to  your  Excellency  that  our  want  of 
Ammunition  &  provision  still  Continues  and  that  it  is  of  the 
utmost  moment  we  should  be  spedially  Supplied  with  Both  but 
particularly  with  Ammunition. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Humbl.  Servant, 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 

Colonel  Van  Rensseilaer  to  General  Gansevoort. 

Half  Moon  Octr.  15,  1781. 
I)r  Sir,  Yours  of  the  14th  I  Received  together  with  William 
Sander,  prisoner;  after  Receiving  your  Letter  I  gaind  Intiligence 
by  a  prisoner  that  Mr.  Tanckary  with  a  party  had  weighlaid 
you  at  the  Ferry  in  order  to  make  you  a  prisoner,  for  which 
purpose  and  not  knowing  whether  you  intend  to  proceed,  1  with 
the  advice  of  the  field  officers,  Detached  a  party  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Scherraerhorn,  in  order  to  apprehend  him  and 
his  gangs.  The  Major  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Douglass 
where  they  were  assembled;  on  his  approaching  and  attempting 
((>  surround  llic  lioiisc  wliicli  lie  lind  Compleatly  etVected  in  front 
but  not  in  the  Rear  of  the  house,  they  fired,  and  made  their 
Escape  out  of  the  back  door,  excepting  one  who  is  a  prisoner; 
two  of  our  Militia  men  are  wounded,  but  I  hope  not  mortally. 
For  further  particulars  I  refer  you  to  Major  Schermerhorn. 
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I  Could  wisli  yon  would  iunucdiatcly  send  uie  a  Surgeon.     I 
am,  Sir,  youv  llinnl.  Servant 

Sigiu'd  llenrv  \'an  Rensselaer 

a  Coppv. 

[No.  4072.] 

(jtntiui  .^LfiuyUr  Kt ports  to  the  Governor  That  the  Enemy  Is  Sauth 
of  Crown  Point — AUhdu/  Threatened— A  British  Courier  Runs  the 

Lines. 

Albany,  Octo.  15th  1781. 

Dear  Sir.  Your  favor  of  the  12th  inst.  I  was  honored  with 
yesterday  afternoon;  by  the  last  accounts  the  enemy  were 
between  Crown  Point  and  Gillilands.  The  Militia  from  all  quar- 
ters move  with  so  much  spirit,  that  the  arrival  of  Colo.  Reid's 
continental  regiment  will  afford  so  much  confidence  to  them  that 
it  is  to  be  wished  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  ])enetrate. 

Colo.  Willet  advises  me  that  all  was  quiet  in  Tryon  on  the 
12th  Inst. 

By  an  intercepted  letter  we  find  the  Enemy  had  a  dark  design 
on  this  place.  A  packet  from  New  York  to  Canada  Escaped  us 
through  the  inattention  of  an  ollieer  or  his  party,  who  were  S(^nt 
to  the  Batteaux  where  the  Enemy's  messenger  was  to  Embark, 
with  one  of  the  party  who  was  taken  and  made  the  discovery, 
and  who  Escaped  after  they  arrived  at  the  boat. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  convey  my  re8i)ect8  to  the  Lieut. 
Oovernfjr:  the  express  waits  and  I  cannot  write.  The  moment 
1  return  from  Saratoga,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  we  are  advised 
of  the  Enemy's  retreat  I  shall  set  out  for  Poughkeepsie. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  are  so  much  indisposed,  but  hope  the  cool 
weather  will  prove  favorable  &  restore  you  soon.  I  am.  Dear 
Sir,  with  Great  Respect  and  Esteem  your  Excellency's  Obed. 
Servant, 
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[No.  4073.] 

John  Tayler  to  Governor  Clinton — Clever  Device  of  Mr.  Woodivorth 

— His  Capture  of  Several  of  the  Enemy  in  Tryon  County — A 

Plot  to  Seize  General  Gansevoort. 

Albany,  16th  Octr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  favoured  by  Coll.  Hay,  with  a  letter  from  You, 
flatterd  myself  that  it  would  have  contained  agreeable  news  from 
the  Southward ;  we  are  in  General  so  Exceedingly  Sanguine  in 
our  Expectations  as  not  to  Reason,  properly,  and  are,  therefore,, 
disappointed  that  events  do  not  Immediately  happen  that  we 
ought  to  look  for  Some  time  hence;  such  is  our  Conduct  Respect- 
ing Cornwallis.  General  Washington  had  scarcely  left  Phila- 
delphia when  we  began  to  look  for  his  Surrender.  News  from 
this  quarter  you  will  have  from  those  who  are  better  Informed 
than  I  am;  however,  I  would  not  wish  to  send  you  a  very  short 
letter,  &  for  the  want  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  tell  you,  how 
finely  my  Son  Grows,  what  Great  proficiency  my  daughter  makes 
in  her  Education,  &  when  I  intend  to  Send  George  to  College  &c, 
I  say  for  the  Want  of  Having  it  in  my  power  to  spin  out  a  letter 
with  occurrences  of  this  sort,  ^:  a  barrenness  of  Invention  too 
prevalent  in  me,  obliges  me  to  have  Recourse  to  my  old  method. 
Relating  snch  facts  as  have  lately  lm])]>ened  that  have  come  t(^  my 
knowledge. 

A  few  days  ago,  a  John  Cook,  an  Inhabitant  of  Tryon  County, 
come  to  I  he  house  of  a  Mr.  \\'oodwor(h.  brotluM*  to  an  oflicer  of 
that  name  that  >Nas  killed  sometime  ago  in  Tryon  County,  ^^'o^>(l- 
worth  suspecting  Cook  to  bo  u\)o\\  some  bad  IntiMit.  after  hear- 
ing from  wluMice  he  came,  began  to  Inveigh  against  tlu^  State  of 
\  ^'o^k,  spoke  much  in  favor  of  X'ernioni,  ami  by  degrees  de- 
clared himself  to  be  a  friend  of  the  British  Government,  &  so 
far  gained  the  Confidence  of  Cook  that  he  told  Woodworth,  that 
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aoiiH'  tiiiM'  m;;o  Ins  son  r:iiiu'  fioiii  <";in;i<l:i  wiili  iwchc  (ttlins  of 
Sir  Jolm's  l^^^immi.  niul  ums  womidt'd  liv  a  Smlrv  .it  .lolins 
Town  ill  llir  KncH';  lliat  no\  lun  in;::  it  in  liis  power  to  procure  a 
Snrji(*on  ohliurd  him  to  advis*'  liis  Son  to  surrender  himself,  tliat 
the  Keniain<ler  of  ihr  jiartv  were  si  ill  in  Trvon  ('oniify  \  in  a 
very  disa;:reeable  situation,  they  ha\in;,^  been  informed  (hat  iho 
Oneida  Indians  had  destroyed  their  ('ano<s  »S:  the  W'ood.s  full  of 
Scouts:  no  provision  hut  what  they  jn'ocnred  fr(nn  their  friends, 
an<l  without  some  SiuLCular  Interj»osit  ion  they  must  certainly  b<^ 
taken:  tiiar  he  ('ook.  a|»pi'ehensi\('  for  tlwui,  ^^  the  consequences 
that  mi^rlit  Hesult  to  him  if  they  should  he  taken  determined  to 
leave  the  Country  and  was  on  his  way  to  N'ermont:  Woodwortli 
livinpr  not  far  from  Hoosiek.  AN'ood worth  olf(»red  his  services  in 
assistin^r  <>f  tli«*  party  to  Canachi:  the  other  aeee])ted  it  and  In 
formed  liim  hy  ('allin;;:  at  a  Cvrtain  house  near  Johnstown  he 
inijjht  see  tluin  \  Ix*  informed  of  furtlu'r  ]>articuhu's.  He  came 
to  Albany  »S:  informed  the  Commissioners:  they  with  some  ditli- 
culty  prevailed  on  him  to  undertake  the  mana^xin;;  of  the  atVair 
&  spoke  to  ('apt.  Fink  to  assist;  he  went  up  and  took  two  of 
them  with  the  person  to  whom  he  was  directed.  Tie  Conducte<l 
himself  with  address  on  the  Occasion  ^:  would  hav<»  taken  the 
whole  party  ha<l  not  the  others  have  sot  oil"  for  Canada  two  days 
l>efore;  the  prisoners  are  momently  expected.  Woodwortli  is 
now  gone  to  (Jeneral  Stark,  in  order  to  obtain  a  jKirty  in  order 
to  follow  those  who  went  ofT  and  from  the  knowledj^e  he  has  of 
the  Rout  they  have  taken  it  is  Ima^jjined  he  nuiy  overtake  them. 
He  informs  that  a  large  packet  was  in  Tryon  County  for  Canada, 
which  he  Expects  will  be  taken.  Genl.  Stark's  letter  of  Yester- 
day, 1  am  informed  Mentions  thai  a  small  Seuut  of  his  was  taken 
&  that  two  hundred  .S:  flftv  men  were  sent  Into  Scotcli  Pat<*nt 
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to  drive  down  the  Oattle,  which  otherwise  will  be  sent  to  the 
Enemy  if  any  there  he. 

Coll  Willet  writes  that  yesterday  at  one  o'clock  the  alarm  guns 
at  the  Flatts  fired.  The  night  before  last  Major  Schermerhorn 
with  one  hundred  of  Coll  Rensselaer's  Regt  went  to  a  certain 
Douglas's  house  in  order  to  apprehend  Vermont  Colo,  Burbanck, 
a  schoolmaster  of  the  New  City  &  a  party  he  had  collected  who 
Refused  to  march.  The  Colo's  party  fired  on  ours;  it  was  Re- 
turned when  they  ran  away.  Two  men  are  wounded  of  ours, 
one  I  believe  Mortally  the  Kail  having  penetrated  to  the  Brain. 
One  prisoner  was  then  taken  a  British  deserter.  A  party  laid 
in  wait  to  take  Colo.  Gansevoort,  one  of  which  fell  into  our 
hands.  I  should  begin  a  new  sheet  but  am  apprehensive  it  will 
Intrude  to  much  on  Your  time  to  trouble  you  farther.  I  am  with 
Every  friendly  wish,  Dr  Sir,  Yours,  &c, 
Oov.  Clinton. 


[No.  4074.] 

Aiidtrw  Finck  to  Governor  Clinton  in  Regard  to  Exchanging  Trtfon 

Count]/  Inhabitants — The  Governoi''s  Rephj. 

Stone  Arabia,  Tryon  County  Octr.  IGth,  1781. 
Sir,  Inclosed  we  send  you  an  Application  of  Sundry  of  the  In- 
habitants of  this  County,  whose  Names  you  will  find  thereunto 
Annexed,  and  who  are  desirous  of  l)ein«j:  exchanged  together  with 
their  Families;  as  you  will  tind  b.v  \\w  Ap]>li('a(ion.  some  of 
which  are  young  Men  of  the  Age  of  12  and  upwards.  The  whole 
Number  of  Men  are  Twenty  three;  wifes  Fifteen,  young  Women 
above  the  Age  of  Twelv(»  Fourteen,  Children  Fourty  seven. 
Total  Ninety  nine;  To  which  Application  we  beg  you  will  give 
your  Consent,  and  cause  them  to  be  Exclianured  for  the  follow 
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injr  TtTsons,  hcrc^witli  Inclosed  \o\i  in  a  List,  the  Gonorallity  of 
wliirh  were  takon  Prisoners  out  of  this  Connty  since  early  last 
sprint;.  The  frii'nds  of  those  prisoners  have  Kxerled  tlu'uiselves 
and  brou^rht  many  of  ihc  above  Mcntiont'd  to  ns  wlio  havr  Ap- 
jdy'd  to  be  Exchan«;ed  in  the  room  of  those  taken  from  thia 
County. 

The  friends  of  those  in  Ca]>tivity  are  very  desirous  to  liave 
them  relieved  by  Kxchan<r<'  and  pray  your  Excellency  will  Con- 
sider them.  There  is  daily  A}>piicati()n  made  to  us  from  Persons 
desirous  to  be  Exchanjjjed,  which  we  will  Labour  from  time  to 
time  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency;  We  are  also  endeavouring; 
to  Collect  a  List  of  all  the  Prisoners  taken  from  every  Quarter 
of  this  County  whose  Names  we  shall  likewise  transmit!  to  your 
Excellency  for  an  Exchanj^e. 

Those  of  our  jirisoners  who  havr  returned  from  Captivity  on 
Parole  we  make  no  doubt  you  have  a  i>ro]H'r  return  of  tlnir 
Names.  If  there  are  any  other  Methods  or  Channels  throupjh 
which  this  business  can  be  properly  conducted  we  would  br  irlad 
o-f  your  Excellency's  Instructions  upon  the  Subject;  any  other 
Instructions  that  your  Excellency  shoulfl  suirilf'st  to  be  Neces- 
sary we  would  very  r<*adily  Accept,  as  we  are  youn;^'  in  the 
Business. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient  and 

very  Humble  Servants. 

By  Order  of  tlie  Board. 

Andrew  Finck.  jutir. 


romniissioners  of  Consjiiracies. 
To  his  Lxteii'ijry  Georj^e  i/linton.  Esqr  Oovrrnor  of  thr  State 
of  N  York. 

(Omitted.     List   of  petitioners  to  br  rx(  hanjred.) 
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Governor  Clinton's  Reply. 

Pokeepsie  28th  October  1781. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  this  Day  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the 
16th  Instant  and  its  Inclosures.  A  Flagg  was  lately  dispatched 
to  Canada  to  negotiate  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners  with  Letters 
to  the  Govr.  of  Quebec  on  that  Subject.  The  Gentleman  who 
conducted  it  is  not  yet  returned,  and  I  am  of  Course  Ignorant 
of  the  Success  of  his  Embassy.  If  the  Enemy  should  acquese 
to  any  Reasonable  Terms  I  shall  cheerfully  agree  to  the 
Exchange  of  the  Persons  whose  Application  you  have  trans- 
mitted, but  until  the  determination  of  the  Enemy  on  the  subject 
is  known,  it  would  be  wrong  in  me  to  signify  my  consent,  as  this 
would  be  immediately  putting  those  People  on  the  easy  and 
advantageous  Footing  of  Prisoners  of  War  without  our  deriving 
the  least  Benefit  from  the  Measure. 

I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  a  List  of  our  Friends  cap- 
tured in  Tryon  County  when  you  shall  have  completed  it,  as  also 
of  those  who  have  returned  home  on  Parole  of  whom  I  liave 
never  had  any  Return. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  great  regard,  Your  most  &.c  &c. 


[No.  4075.] 
■Jacobus   W'lpikooi)  RcnioitstrdUs  Aydinst  a  Court  Moitial  Finding. 

To  your  Excelency  Georgo  Clintou,  Esqr.  Governor  of  ibe  State  of  New  York,  General 
■and  Commander  In  Chief  of  all  the  Militia,  and  admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

I  do  by  these  presents  make  my  humble  address  To  your  Excellency  for  Relief  of  a 
Judgment  Past  by  a  Court  Martial  against  me.  held  at  Marbleton  the  Second  and  Third 
Pays  of  October  1781;  When  and  Whore  I  did  personally  appeared,  in  order  to  answer 
■  the  Charge   Laid  against  me,   which   is  as  follows   vizt. 

(Whoreas  you  stand  charged  with  Crime  of  Disobedience  of  orders  of  the  Late  Incur- 
sion of  the  Enemy  at  Wawasink  as  well  as  similar  ofTences  I'requently  heretofore  Com- 
mitted, you  are.  therefore,  &  hereby  ordered  to  appear  before  the  Court  Martial  which 
is  to  sit  at  the  House  of  Joliannis  Saks  the  second  day  of  October  Next  at  Ten  o'clock 
In  the  morning  To  shew  Cause  if  any  you  have  for  such  Conduct.  Given  under  my 
Hand  this  29th  of  September  1781.     John  Cantine.  Collo.) 

Whereas  I  have  Showed  such  Cause  to  the  Court  Martial,  as  foll'o  Vi/.t.  as  to  the 
first    part  of   the   charge   above   Recited    (Comprehended   In   these   words)    the   Crime   of 
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l>iM»bedliMuo  of  orders  on  the  Lato  lucur.Hlon  of  tho  Kncniy  at  Wawaslnk;  Which  I 
answered  with  the  foll'o  words  VIzt.  that  I  was  not  guilty  of  the  first  part  of  sd. 
Charge  Bctauso  I  bad  no  orders  of  any  kind:  at  the  TIrao  of  tho  Incursion  Last,  as  I 
wail  with  all  my  family  at  my  dwolllng  House  and  heard  but  tho  Craks  of  Two 
Guns  after  which  I  saw  tho  smoke  lllslnR  at  Several  Places  at  Wawaslnk.  I  then 
suddenly  moved  my  family  all  a  foot  to  Mr.  Jochem  Schoonmakors  fort,  Before  wee 
EntiTod  tho  fort  I  recelvo<l  word  that  the  Kncmy  was  at  Ilcnjra  Hoornbecks.  then  wo 
entered  the  aforesd  fort;  Imedlately  after  that  I  and  Esqr.  Jochem  Schoonmaker,  Junr.. 
marched  up  to  oppose  the  enemy  (as  I  though  It  my  Duty)  So  far  untlll  we  met  Lt. 
John  Depuy.  who  Informed  us,  that  the  Enemy  was  on  their  Return;  Just  after  which 
wee  was  Informed  that  Smoke  was  seen  that  morning  on  Jacob  Smith  Land,  Where  I 
and  Esqr.  Schoonmaker  &  his  brother  Capt.  Petrus  Schoonmaker  with  several  others 
more  Did  Visited  that  place;  found  some  body  had  been  there  and  Returned  to  Collect 
provisions  for  the  Men  to  go  In  Persult  of  Enemy;  persuant  to  a  Request  of  Lt.  John 
Depuy;  after  which  I  thought  myself  not  able  to  go  In  pursuit  of  the  Enemy;  as  to 
the  second  part  of  the  Charge  Laid  against;  Is  the  similar  offences  frequently  Hereto- 
fore Committed;  as  I  answered  not  guilty;  Because  I  have  made  my  attendance  at 
Every  Envaslon  or  alarm  which  happened  hero  about  heretofore,  as  to  the  Incursion 
at  Peemp'k  I  marched  up  with  Lt.  Dirk  Wesbrouk  untlll  send  back,  which  he  con- 
fessed to  the  Court;  as  to  the  Incursion  at  Andrles  Shurger  &  Miller,  I  made  my 
attendance  then  and  there,  and  I  assisted  to  bury  the  Corpse  with  Capt.  Kortreght, 
Cornelius  Oosterhout,  Dirk  Hoornbeck  and  several  others  more;  as  to  the  Incursion 
at  Fontynkill,  I  marched  on  to  the  Dwelling  of  John  Kittle  and  stayed  untlll  Capt. 
Kortreght  made  his  request  to  Collo.  Cantine  that  I  should  go  back,  which  the  Colo. 
Granted;  as  to  the  Calling  of  the  Mllltia  Last  Year,  I  made  my  attendance  at  the  house 
of  Johannis  Vernooy,  under  the  command  of  Lt.  Dlrck  Westbrouk,  untlll  Discharged; 
he  Confessed  to  the  Court,  after  I  made  my  answers  to  the  Court  Inform  aforesd  the 
Court  has  adjudged  me  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  one  pound  hard  money,  and  four 
pound  New  Emmlsslon.  which  fine  to  be  Inflicted  on  me  against  the  above  Truth  of 
my  Cause  to  them  and  with  some  of  tho  members  of  them  showed;  I  think  it  not  right; 
therefore,  I  find  my  self  obliged  to  address  and  Beseech  Your  Excelency  in  a  most 
humble  manner  as  one  of  your  falthfull  and  True  subjects  In  the  Cause  of  America 
from  the  first  Beginning  of  the  Contest,  to  take  this  Metter  In  Your  Excelencys 
Serious  Consideration. 

And  as  I   Conclude  to  Inform  your  Excelency  that   Every  Case  of  my  address  to  you 
Humbly  Meant,  I  am  able  to  Git  It  Testlfyed  by  sufUclent  Evdences.     No  more  as  that 
I  Remain  your  Excelencys  most  obedient  and  humble  Servt. 
Ro<hester,  October  the  17  anno  1781     To  his  Excelency  George  Clinton,   Esqr.  Governor. 


[No.  4076.] 

(inn  ml  /fmlli  \sLs  (iitrrrnor  (lintnn  to  Ihthl  Fiftcni  Uundrrti 
Milititi  l(,  hr  liunlj/  to  ]fmch  <it  <i  Momitit's  \oticc  -The  Fcdrxil 
(toiei  nun  nt  /'alls  Utirl:  I  pon  thr  Stntr  for  S^upplirs. 

Private.      Headquarter.^,  Contiiieiitjil  village,  October  17,  1781. 

Sir,    Tlie  army   is   aliimst    t<^tally  destitute  of  Hour — I    liave 
heeu  rc|K-ulcdly  juthhiiig  .Mr.  Morris  for  a  supply,     lu  his  lasi 
letter  of  the  0th   instnnt.   he  tlnishcs   with   ohservin*r     "  1    ^vlll 
emleavour  to  f;ill  upon  Home  ways  ;iim1  im  ;iiis  nt  makiii;:  rvriit 
ual   arranj^emeiitH;    hut    ;it    preneiit   your   reliumr   ]i\\\t-\    hr    nii 
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the  specific  supplies  from  the  State  of  New  York,  which  you 
will  not  omit  to  require  by  every  proper  opportunity. '^ — As,. 
therefore,  we  have  at  present  no  other  means  of  relief,  I  ear- 
nestly request  it  from  your  Excellency. 

From  some  late  intelligence  I  am  induced  to  request  your 
Excellency  to  hold  fifteen  hundred  of  your  nearest  militia  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice  with  five  or  six  days 
provision,  should  they  be  called  for.  1  wish  to  have  this  done  in 
a  way  that  will  cause  as  little  suspicion  as  possible — It  may  be 
covered  under  a  pretence  of  supporting  the  Northern  frontier 
now  invaded,  although  I  have  another  view,  which  I  dare  not 
commit  to  paper.  If  the  militia  are  now  under  orders  to  turn 
out  properly  equipped  and  provided  on  the  shortest  notice,  it 
may  be  best  not  to  issue  further  orders:  But  of  this  your  Excel- 
lency can  best  determine.  I  pray  this  may  be  kept  a  most 
profound  secret. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect.  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant, 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4077.] 

Du  Simitirrc  Thanks  Governor  Clinton  for  Ad<1in<j  to  His  Collection 
of  Curiosities  and  Modesthi  t>u(j(jests  a  Xumher  of  Rare  and 
]'aluahlc  Ai'ticles  Will  Prove  Acceptable. 

Philadn.  (October  17ili.  17S1. 
Sir,  It  is  with  ^^Vi^ixi  j>l(^asure  that  I  have  to  acknowh'tl.m'  iIh' 
honour  of  your  Kxcclleucy's  letter  of  \\\r  'JDth  nil.  It  is  a  Sinn 
that  I  am  not  (init<'  forgotten  and  causes  agreable  retlexions. 
The  Curiosities  delivered  to  nie  by  Dr.  Tappen  were  very 
acc('i>Uibi('  and  Iwnr  fonnd   liicir  rcspcctivo  place  in  my  collec- 
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tiou  1  lntr  l<';i\ «'  ((»  rt'liirn  my  ixratr'fiil  lliniilvs  fnr  i  Im- smiiic  Mini 
for  your  Kxcellency's  promise  of  more  of  this  kind  of  curiosities, 
to  whii'li  a  belt  of  wMnij)um  would  Ix'  a  valuable  addition.  I  sup- 
pose it  was  oniniission  that  1  did  not  receive  the  Laws  and  votes 
of  your  ir^'islaiuro  which  you  inlVuiiu'd  nic  I'oriucrly  yuu  liad  col- 
lected for  luc;  liowcvcr.  your  Kxccllcncy  may  have  souk^  other 
opportunities  this  fall  to  send  them  l»y.  The  books  printed  in 
tho  Indian  lanj^uajjes  will  be  extremely  acceptable  and  useful, 
but  those  weapons,  utensils  ^c  of  Stone  and  earthen  ware,  that 
have  formerly  been  in  use  amonj^^  the  Indians  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Europeans  and  are  dayly  found  abroad  in  fields,  in  places 
where  they  had  their  aboch'.  these  are  very  much  desired  by  me, 
as  fjreat  and  instrueilve  curiosities,  which  time  does  not  i>ermit 
to  explain  here;  therefore  shall  quit  the  subject  for  the  jtresent. 

Your  Excellency  will  se('  by  the  inclosed  minutes  of  the  last 
session  of  our  Lej^islature  that  they  liave  been  ]>leased  to  take 
some  notice  of  a  memorial  which  I  had  the  houonr  to  present 
to  them  in  April  last,  bur  the  circulal  ion  of  that  kind  of  money 
which  they  have  ^'ranted  uie  beintj  now  Sta}4;nated,  it  is  of  no 
present  use.  I  propose  to  foi  ward  your  I']xcc»lhMi(y  a  memorial 
to  be  presented  to  your  lion.  Iy4';ci^^lat  ure  much  to  I  he  same  pur- 
pose as  that  mentioned  above  but  I  am  advised  to  wait  till  the 
winter  sessions,  before  which  time  1  shall  ha\t'  the  honour  to 
explain  myself  more  fully  to  your  Excellency  on  the  subject. 

I  have  at  last  received  informal  ion  iliat  i  he  rii<:;ravin«;s  done 
in  Taris  fr(»m  my  collection  of  portraits  have  reached  this  Con- 
tinent, luit  the  packet  from  Monsr.  (Jerard  fi)r  me  is  in  Col.  Lau- 
rens's ba^KiiK<*  which  he  has  left  at  T*rovidenc«'  and  nothinj^  ia 
more  uncertain  than  when  I  shall  receive  them.  I  have  now  by 
me  the  pictures  of  President  Thos.  McKean,  Gen.  Sullivan,  Gen. 
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St.  Clair,  Robert  Morris  &  James  Duane  ready  to  be  sent  to 
France  by  the  first  opportunity. 

1  have  with  great  pleasure  received  into  my  homely  hermitage 
your  friend  and  brother  in  law  Dr.  Tappen  &  Mr.  Barnes;  they 
will  give  your  Excellency  some  account  of  what  they  have  seen, 
but  I  lament  greatly  that  I  did  not  know  of  Dr.  Tappen's  having 
his  lady  with  him  till  yesterday  afternoon,  which  has  prevented 
me  from  entertaining  that  Lady  with  the  Sight  of  such  parts 
of  my  collections  that  is  not  in  view,  and  is  by  far  the  most 
curious,  but  which  is  but  on  particular  occasions  shewn. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect,  Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4078.] 

Captain  E.  Marshall  to  Governor  Clinton — The  Alarm  at  German 

Fluts — Colonel  Reid^s  Regiment  Advances  to  Saratoga — Prepared 

to  Meet  the  Enemy  at  Albany. 

Albany,  Octr.  17th,  1781. 

Sir,  I  yesterday  morning  Rec'd.  a  letter  from  Col.  Willett 
dated  Fort  Plain  Oct.  15  1  o'clock  P.  M.  in  which  he  said  ''  I  this 
moment  hear  the  alarm  Guns  fire  at  Fort  Ilerkimer  '' — desiring 
me  "to  forward  this  intelligence  to  the  necessary  quarters"  »!^- 
to  "  hurry  on  the  Militia  "  which  I  did.  Last  night  another  let- 
ter was  lianded  me  from  him  in  which  is  "  Intirely  contrary  to 
my  expectations  this  alarm  has  blown  over;  the  Guns  were  fired 
at  the  (Jerman  Fhitts  on  account  of  two  of  the  inliabitants  beinj: 
killed  and  another  taken  prisoner  by  a  Small  party  who  imme- 
diately disai)peared  ''  also  desiring  me  "  forward  this  intelligence 
as  far  as  the  other  went  •'.     400  Militia  had  arrived  at  Schenec. 
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l:i<lv   vrst«'i*da.v-    oiir   of   tin-   oilifi-    litiiiilni-    l{«*;rt*s   I'lnni    l».'lo\v. 

aic  al  the  ovorslaujili      ihr  oilier  iin-ii  in  the  rear,      lieid's  Reji^t. 

iKi'gular)   iiiarrluHl    veislordav    wiili    die   artillery   for  Saratojj^a. 

I  fear  the  whole  alarm  will  juove  abortive,  for  now  we  are  so 

well  prepared   1   could  aliiu)st  wish  them  to  come.     1   am  with 

imu'h  respect,  Sir,  your  Exeellencys  most  ob.  St. 

E.  Marshall,  Capt.  Cou't's. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4070.] 

Governor  Clinton  Kj-pnsscs  to  (iencral  Gansevoort  His  Views  on  the 
Aggressions  of  the  Vermonters — Again  the  Question  of  Supplies. 

i'ou^hkeepsie,  Oct.  18,  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  15th  Inst  was  delivered  to  me  on 
the  Eveng.  of  the  Kith.  I  have  delayed  answering  it,  in  hopes 
That  the  Legislature  would  ere  this  have  formed  a  (luorum  & 
that  I  might  have  availed  myself  of  their  advice  on  the  Subject 
to  which  it  relates:  but  as  this  is  not  yet  the  cae<e,  «S:  it  is  uncer- 
tain when  I  shall  be  enabled  to  lay  the  matt(M'  I.efoi'e  th«Mn,  T 
<  oiicrive  it  might  be  improiK'r  longer  to  defer  expressing  my 
own  Sentiments  to  yoii  on  the  Subject. 

The  different  \  iinwarraniablt'  aitemjits  during  the  whole 
summer,  of  the  I'eople  on  the  (i ranis  lo  establish  their  usurped 
Jurisdiction  oven  beyond  their  former  (Maim  X'  the  repetition 
of  it.  alluded  to  in  your  l>etter,  in  direct  opposition  to  a  Kesoln- 
tion  of  Congress,  injurions  to  this  Stat(»  \  favorable  to  their 
I>roject  of  Inde|>enden('e  it  at  a  Tim<*  when  tin*  common  Enemy 
are  ad\ancing.  ran  onl,\  be  accounte<l  for  by  what  oIIhm'  ])arts 
of  their  Conduct  has  given  u^  too  much  Keasou  to  suspect:  dis- 
:'.ffection  t«)  the  common  Cause.     On   n>y  part.  1   have  hitherto 
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shewn  a  Disposition  to  evade  entering  into  any  Altercation  with 
them  that  might  in  its  most  remote  Consequences  give  encour- 
agement to  the  Enemy  &  expose  the  frontier  Settlements  to 
their  Ravages,  and  from  these  Considerations  alone,  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  insults  which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  borne 
with  and  I  could  have  wished  to  have  continued  this  line  of 
Conduct  until  the  approaching  Season  would  have  secured  us 
against  the  incursions  of  the  common  Enemy.  But  as  from  the 
Acct's  contained  in  Colo.  Rensselaer's  Letter  to  you,  it  w^ould 
appear  that  the  Militia  embodying  under  Mr.  Chittenden's  Or- 
ders are  for  the  Service  of  the  Enemy  &  that  their  first  Object 
was  to  make  you  a  Prisoner,  it  would  be  unjustifiable  to  suffer 
them  to  proceed.  It  is,  therefore,  my  Desire  that  you  maintain 
your  Authority  throughout  every  part  of  your  Brigade,  and  for 
this  Purpose  that  you  carry  the  Laws  of  the  State  into  execution 
ag't  those  who  shall  presume  to  disobey  your  lawful  Orders. 
I  would  only  observe  that  these  Sentiments  are  founded  on  an 
Idea  that  the  accounts  given  by  Colo.  Rensselaer  in  his  Letter 
may  be  relied  on.  It  being  still  my  earnest  Desire  for  the 
Reasons  above  explained  not  to  do  anything  that  may  bring 
Matters  to  Extremities  at  least  before  the  Close  of  the  Cam- 
paign if  it  can  conveniently  be  avoided. 

In  my  last,  I  should  have  mentioned  to  you  that  it  was  not  in 
my  Power  to  send  you  a  Supply  of  Ammuuitiou,  but  as  1  had 
reason  to  believe  you  was  gone  to  Saratoga.  I  conceived  it  im- 
proper 1o  say  any  Hung  on  tlic  Subject  least  my  Li^tter  might 
miscarry.  You  may  recollect  that  the  whole  of  the  sui)i)ly 
ordered  by  Genl.  \\  ashington  last  spring,  went  to  Albany  for 
the  use  of  (lir  militia  &  500  lb.  is  all  tliat  has  been  since  received 
into  the  State  Magazine  which  you   will  n^adily  conceive  to  be 
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far  short  of  wluit  was  neressarv  fur  \\w  other  exposed  parts  of 
thr  Stale.      W  iili  respect  to   Provisions  it  is  eiiually  out  of  my 
I'owrr  to  furnish  you  witli  any  but  wliat  the  State  Agent  who 
its  now  with  you  may  be  abh'  \o  procure.      I  ani  *S:r. 
Hrigr.  (Jen),  llansevoort. 


[No.  4080.] 

Oovcnwr  Clinton  Deplores  to  General  Heath  the  Lack  of  Provisions 
— Impress  Warrants  Issued  for  Teams  and  Forage. 

Poughkeepsie,  Octr.  18th,  1781. 

1  »r.  Sir,  1  was  last  ni;^^hi  honored  with  your  fa\()r  of  yester- 
day. It  is  a  painful  reflection  to  me  that  the  Army  under  your 
Command  should  be  in  w^ant  of  Provisions.  Colo.  Hay  who  liaa 
the  sole  management  of  collecting  the  supplier  required  of  the 
Slate  is  not  vet  returned  from  Albauv,  and  as  I  am  not  vested 
with  legal  Power  to  issue  impress  Warrants  on  this  Orrasion 
it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  afford  you  any  Relief.  Vou  may  be 
assured.  Sir  the  moment  he  arrives  I  will  order  him  to  use  every 
exertion  to  procure  a  supply  of  Flour  as  well  for  the  Troops  at 
the  Northward  as  those  under  your  immediate  Command.  This. 
all  I  ran  do  unless  the  Legislature,  who  have  not  yet  formed  a 
Quorum  to  proceed  to  Business,  make  some  further  i)rovision 
on  the  subject. 

The  Militia  have  been  under  Orders,  all  the  Season  and  still 
are  to  hold  themselves  in  readine^^s  to  march  on  the  shortest 
Notice,  &  I  have  no  doubt  tliat  in  case  of  an  alarm,  the  whole 
would  turn  out  with  spirit  X'  disj)atrh:  but  it  will  be  difficult  to 
detach  a  8i>eciflc  number  for  a  particular  Service  with  that 
Secrory  Sc  promptitude  that  might  be  necessry;  especially  if  any 
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Thino-  should  intended  to  be  done  by  surprise  &  the^-  to  be 
employed  in  it. 

In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  I  have  issued  im- 
press warr'ts.  to  Colo.  Hughs,  for  Tgams  &  forage  to  transport 
the  Troops.  By  my  last  Accts.  from  the  North'd.  it  appears  the 
Enemy  were  still  on  Lake  Champlain  somewhere  betw^een  Gilli- 
land«  &  Crown  Pt.  so  that  Genl.  Stark's  information  of  their 
being  on  this  side  of  Lake  George  was  premature. 

I  am,  &c  &e. 
The  hoble.  Major  Genl.  Heath. 
27 
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[No.  4081.] 

rO.M.MISSAKV   IIOKTOX  STTOT  MV  A    DKACOON. 

Gawral  Hmth    h'< porls  DiHoriivrs  Jiilow  the  Linvs — A   Thivj   Wlio 
Unhhvil  (in  OIJ  Woman  A  pprrhcndcd. 

IIciul  quarters.  Continental  villajje,  October  19,  1781. 

8ir,  1  was  the  last  evening  honori'd  with  vours  of  the  18th. 
1  thank  yonr  Excellenrv  for  \hr  aid  alToided  to  colonel  Hughes. 
My  last  accounts  from  the  Northward  corroborate  those  men- 
tioned by  your  Excellency.  If  the  enemy  should  not  soon 
advance,  two  of  the  three  regiments  of  regular  troops  sent  to 
Albany,  will  return — the  third  will  remain  at  the  northward  for 
ihe  present. 

A  most  infamous  practice  has  long  been  exercised  by  a  set  of 
people  who  steal  below  the  lines,  and  plunder  men,  women  and 
children,  putting  many  to  extreme  torture  to  compel  them  to 
discover  their  money  &c.  This  induced  the  Commander  in  chief 
on  the  first  of  August  last,  to  issue  an  order  forbidding  any  per- 
son or  j)crsons  going  below  the  army  or  on  its  Hanks,  with  or 
without  arms,  unless  the}'  were  formed  into  comi)anies  under 
command  of  an  otTicer  or  oHiccrs,  under  the  authorit}'  of  their 
State  or  the  election  of  thcii-  company:  and  if  any  were  found 
otherwise,  they  were  to  be  taken  nj)  and  sent  to  the  provost. 
This  has  still  been  considered  as  a  standing  order.  But  notwith- 
standini:.  at  pvory  opportunity  wlien  fliev  could  steal  by  the 
guards,  these  peopl(»  continued  their  ])raetices,  and  have  in  sev- 
eral instances  of  late,  committed  abuses,  contrary  to  all  laws, 
civil,  military,  human  and  divine.  Besides  these,  they  almost 
totally  obstruct  and  break  up  those  channels  of  intelligence 
which  the  good  of  the  service  require  should  be  preserved.  An 
inBtanoe  of  this  haj)j)ened  a  few  days  since:  an  old  woman  was 
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employed  to  go  to  a  certain  place,  where  she  was  to  receive  intel- 
ligence; her  person  and  her  age  rendered  her  unsuspicious;  on 
her  return,  near  Dobb's  ferry,  she  was  met  by  three  or  four 
persons  who  stopped  her.  Searched,  and  took  from  her  nine  dol- 
lars in  money.  Soon  after  a  patrol  of  our  troops  came  near  a 
house  where  they  were,  when  they  ran  into  the  woods  as  from 
an  enemy.  They  were  fired  upon  but  not  hit.  The  woman 
knowing  one  of  the  gang,  Robert  Campbell,  induced  Captain 
Pray  to  endeavor  to  apprehend  him.  He  was  taken  up  yester- 
day, crossing  the  ferry,  and  is  now  sent  up  to  your  Excellency, 
to  be  proceeded  with  as  you  may  think  proper.  He  owns  he 
took  the  money  and  now  has  it.  Two  or  three  atrocious  acts 
have  been  committed  since.  Campbell  declares  he  had  no  hand 
in  them.  If  Campbell  should  be  brought  to  tryal,  captain  Pray 
will  attend  and  produce  the  necessary  evidence  against  him. 

The  day  before  yesterday  a  dispute  happened  between  an 
officer  and  the  issuing  commissary  a  Mr.  Horton,  and  a  dragoon 
on  or  near  the  lines.  Horton  and  the  dragoon  drew  their 
swords,  when  Horton  wounded  the  dragoon  on  the  shoulder,  on 
which  the  dragoon  discharged  his  pistol,  shot  Horton  through 
the  body — he  expired  in  about  fifteen  minutes.  The  dragoon  is 
confined  in  the  provost.  As  this  crime  is  a  breach  of  the  civil 
law,  which  it  is  m.y  endeavor  to  sup])ort,  I  make  this  report  to 
your  Excellency,  that  the  civil  authority  may  take  cognizance 
of  it,  if  you  think  pro[)er.  The  culprit  will  be  delivered  up  when 
called  for. 

It  is  supposed  the  British  fleet  saihnl  yesterday  or  {he  day 
before.  It  is  also  reported  that  on  Saturday  a  British  74  gun 
ship  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  rendered  useless. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  tlu^  higlu^st  regard,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant, 

W.  Heath 
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1*.  8.  Some  of  the  most  notorious  plunderers  on  the  lines 
are  said  to  bo  a  Serjeant  Payne  and  another  Payne,  his  brother, 
formerly  of  Massaehusetts,  and  after  discharj^ed  from  the  Ser- 
vice, have  fixed  on  the  lines.  They  may,  probably  be  taken  up — 
but  are  generally  skulking  about  as  much  out  of  sight  as 
possible. 

w.  n. 

Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4082.] 

DISTRESSED  CONDITION  OF  OUR  FINANCES. 

Robert  MotTis^  Circular  Letter  Exposes  a  Number  of  Financial 
Fallacies — Cost  of  the  War  $20,000,000  Annually — No  More 
Pecuniary  Aid  to  he  Afforded  Us  by  France — The  Questions  of 
Revenue  and  Taxation. 

Circular.  Office  of  Finance,  Oct.  19th,  1781. 

Sir,    I  am  now  to  address  you,  on  a  subject  of  very  great 
Importance.     I  am  to  detail  some  Facts  which  will  demand  the 
most  serious  Attention,  from  every  Legislature,  and  from  every 
public  Officer  in  the  United  States.     It  is  my  Determination  to 
administer  the  Affairs  intrusted  to  my  Care,  according  to  Plans 
which  are  founded  in  Sincerity  and  Truth.     Convinced  of  the 
Folly  of  our  Enemy  in  supposing  that  any  considerable  Body  of 
men  in  the  United  States  are  opposed  to  the  Revolution,  I  am 
persuaded  that  in  Order  to  remove  the  greater  Part  of  our  Diffi- 
culties, the  first  proper  step  is  to  state  them  fully  to  the  People, 
thro  their  Representatives.     It  shall,  therefore,  be  a  Part  of 
my  study  to  prepare  every  Transaction  for  the  public  Eye,  so 
that  the  meanest  Individual  may  be,  in  due  Time  informed  of 
those  Affairs  in  which,  as  a  free  Citizen,  he  is  interested.     The 
various  Reports  which  have  been  circulated,  the  Publications  in 
the  several  Gazettes,  and  even  Letters  from  some  who  ought  to 
have  known  better,  all  these  Things  have  conspired  to  infuse  an 
opinion  that  every  Power  in  Europe  is  favourable  to  us,  that 
great  sums  of  money  are  already  advanced  to  us,  and  that  still 
greater  may  be  obtained.     Whatever  may  be  the  Fate  of  my 
Administration,  I  will  never  be  subjected  to  the  Reproach  of 
Falsehood    or    Insincerity.      I,    therefore,    take    the    earliest 
moment,  in  which  I  am  permitted,  to  make  those  Communica- 
tions which  will  give  an  Insight  into  our  real  Situation. 
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\\ith  ri'S])('('t  lo  \ho  SitiiMlion  and  Politics  of  Kuroix*,  it  is  not 
my  Husincss  to  detail  thcni,  ncitlici-  am  I  in  rai)acity  to  do  it 
with  Cortainty.  IJiit  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  tlie  Disposition 
of  the  EiiroiH\an  Powers,  however  friendly,  has  been  too  much 
relied  on.  As  a  proof,  I  need  only  observe  that  not  a  sinfjjle 
State  has  acknowledged  our  Independence,  except  France,  altho 
our  Alliance  with  that  respectable  ^Tonarchy  has  now  subsisted 
near  four  Year.  Yet  that  Monarchy  is  certainly  the  first  in  the 
^Vorld.  It  is  in  the  closest  connection  with  Spain.  Spain  has 
long  been  engaged  in  the  ^Var,  and  still  longer  solicited  to  form 
an  Union  on  the  Basis  of  the  Treaty  with  France.  The  armed 
Neutrality,  which  gave  such  splendid  Hopes  to  many,  has  not 
yet  produced  the  Benefits  expected.  I  will  not  proceed  on  the 
Ground  of  Conjecture,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  longer 
on  our  political  State  with  Respect  to  foreign  Powers.  But  as 
there  is  little  reason  to  expect,  so  I  hope  there  is  no  American 
who  would  wish,  an  Alliance  with  any  Em])ire  on  Earth  untill 
they  shall  be  so  sensible  of  our  Importance  as  to  treat  on 
Principles  of  Equality. 

The  public  opinion  as  to  the  Conduct  of  other  Princes  and 
States  has  greatly  injured  us,  by  relaxing  our  Exertions.  But 
the  opinion  as  to  jK-'cuuiary  Aid  has  siill  been  more  pernicious. 

People  have  flattered  themseTves  with  a  visionary  Idea  that 
nothing  more  was  necessary  than  for  Congress  to  send  a  Min- 
ister abroad,  and  that  immediately  he  would  obtain  as  much 
money  as  he  chose  to  ask  for;  tliat  when  he  Oj^ned  a  Ix)an, 
hundreds  would  run  to  see  wlio  should  have  the  Honor  of  sub- 
scribing to  it  and  the  like.  But  surely  a  moment's  lUliection 
should  liave  convinced  every  rensonable  Man,  tliat  witliout  the 
clear  ProHp<'ct  of  Kepayment,  People  will  not  part  with  their 
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property.  Have  the  Efforts  to  borrow  in  this  Country  been  so 
successful  as  to  ground  any  Hope  from  abroad?  Or  is  it  to  be 
supposed,  that  Foreigners  will  interest  themselves  more  in  our 
prosperity  or  Safety  than  our  own  Citizens?  Or  can  it  be 
believed  that  Credit  shall  be  given  abroad,  before  solid  funds 
are  provided  at  Home?  Or  could  it  be  imagined,  that  the  Dis- 
order necessarily  incident  to  a  great  Revolution,  would  be  con- 
sidered as  a  better  source  of  Trust  and  Confidence,  than  the 
Regularity  and  Consistency  of  ancient  Establishments? 

The  Congress,  conformably  to  the  public  Wish,  have  appointed 
Ministers,  requested  grants,  and  opened  Loans.  In  Holland 
they  have  got  nothing.  And  in  Spain  but  very  little.  Loans 
were  expected  from  Individuals  in  Holland,  but  nothing  of  that 
sort  has  been  or  probably  will  be  obtained.  Loans  were  not 
expected  in  Spain,  unless  from  the  King,  and  from  him  they 
have  been  solicited  with  but  little  success. 

The  distressed  Situation  of  public  Affairs  forced  the  Congress 
to  draw  Bills  of  Exchange  on  their  Ministers.  Some  were  drawn 
on  France,  some  on  Spain  and  some  on  Holland.  The  first  were 
honored  and  paid,  the  others  were  accepted,  but  Recource  was 
finally  had  to  the  Court  of  France  for  the  Payment  of  those  also. 
They  were  drawn  at  long  sight,  the  Sales  were  slow,  they  were 
remitted  from  Time  to  Time,  and  every  Opportunity  allorded 
the  Ministers  of  the  Ignited  States  to  obtain  the  monies  for  dis- 
charging them,  but  in  vain.  Of  Consequence  these  Kills  have 
been  regularly  referred  to  tlu'  Court  of  France  for  payment. 
And  this  has  done  us  Injury,  by  anticipating  tlie  .\id  wiiich 
France  has  been  disposed  to  alVord  us,  and  at  tlie  same  Time 
has  justly  alariiuMl  mid  greatly embarrasstMl  tin*  French  Ministry. 

These  Things  it  Jippi'ars  necessary  that  you  should  know,  and 
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your  Lrt^Mslatuit'  will  iiiuloubtedlj^-  draw  the  i)roiH'r  Inferences. 
T1h\v  will  see  how  ninrli  has  horn  snfTered  hy  (h-layinj;  to  call  for 
the  Uesoiirces  of  onr  own  Country,  and  relyinj^  on  the  empty 
Bubbles  of  Hoik*,  instead  of  the  solid  Foundations  of  Revenue. 
They  will  I  trust  clearly  see,  that  all  our  Hopes  and  Expecta- 
tions are  narrowed  down  to  what  France*  may  give  or  lend.  But 
here  :!-;  in  filler  Casi'S,  Delusion  takes  j)la('e  of  Reality;  we 
tlattcr  ourselves  with  ideal  Prospects,  and  are  only  convinced 
of  our  Folly  by  the  fatal  Crisis  of  national  Distress.  In  order 
that  y<»u  may  clearly  understand  the  Succor  afforded  by  France 
I  inclose  an  Account,  extracted  from  a  State  [Statement]  lately 
furnished  to  Congress  by  the  Minister  plenipotentiary  of  his 
most  Christian  Afajesty. 

You  will  observe  that  his  Majesty  granted  to  the  United 
States  as  a  Subsidy,  for  the  current  Year,  of  six  Million  Livres. 
And  on  a  representation  of  our  Distresses,  he  was  pleased  to 
become  Security  for  a  Loan  to  be  opened  on  our  Account  in 
riollnnd.  And  when  it  appeared  that  there  was  little  probability 
of  obtaining  any  Money  there,  in  season,  he  further  agreed  that 
the  Sum  to  be  borrowed  should  be  advanced  for  us,  in  the  first 
Instance,  from  the  Royal  Treasury.  Thus  the  Gift  and  the  Loan 
together  amount  to  sixteen  niilljon  Livres,  which  would,  if  in 
this  Country,  be  erpinl  only  to  two  Million,  nine  hundred  and 
sixtv  tw(»  thousami  iiiii*-  ImnditMl  and  sixtv  two  I)()l]ars;  allho 
at  the  Rate  of  estimating  Dollars  in  France,  it  is  there  equal  to 
three  Million  and  forty  seven  thousand  six  liundred  and  nineteen 
Dollars.  Hut  at  I  In-  highest  rate  of  Kxchange  which  has 
hitherto  taken  Tlace,  this  sum,  if  drawn  for,  would  have 
amounted  to  no  more  than  two  ^filljnn  live  ImiimIinmI  and  sixty 
thousand  Dollars. 
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I  have  been  thus  particular  with  respect  to  this  Sum,  because 
the  difference  of  Currencies  very  often  tends  to  deceive  those 
to  whom  their  real  Value  is  not  a  familiar  Subject  of  Attention. 

The  enclosed  Account  is  in  Livres,  and  the  two  first  Articles 
contain  the  Total  of  the  Grant  and  Loan  amounting  to  sixteen 
Million  Livres.  The  Remainder  contains  the  Deduction  to  be 
made.  The  two  first  Articles  whereof,  amounting  to  two  Million 
three  hundred  thousand  Livres,  is  for  the  Payment  of  Bills 
drawn  on  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  which  1  have  already 
mentioned;  the  produce  of  the  Sales  whereof  has  been  applied 
to  the  public  Service  long  before  my  appointment.  The  next 
Article,  being  two  Million  of  Livres,  is  appropriated  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  Interest  Bills,  wherefore  no  Part  of  it  can  be  applied 
to  other  Purposes.  The  fourth  Article  I  need  say  nothing  of 
here,  as  it  has  long  been  in  the  mouths  of  every  body.  The  fifth 
and  sixth  Articles,  are  for  those  Stores  which  were  laden  on 
board  four  Transports  by  order  of  Colo  Laurence,  [Laurens] 
three  of  which  have  safely  arrived,  and  the  other  put  back  in 
Distress.  The  seventh  Article  is  in  Consequence  of  the  Loss  of 
that  valuable  Ship,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  which  contained 
a  great  Number  of  public  Stores,  the  replacing  of  which  is  neces- 
sary for  the  Army  and  its  Operations,  and  which  will  aiiiouut  to 
that  Sum. 

The  last  Article  contains  the  amount  of  Monies  deposited  to 
answer  my  Drafts,  which  have  been  made  from  Time  to  Time, 
and  the  Produce  appropriated  to  the  Service  of  the  current  Year. 
On  the  whole  there  remains  a  Ballance  of  three  Milli«Hi  and 
sixteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  nine  Livres.  This 
with  the  sum  brought  by  Colo.  Lauren('(\  may  be  considered  as 
of  the  ^'alue  of  about  one  Million  Dollars,  which  is  the  utmost, 
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for  it  wiMild  ('xcccii  tlial  only  by  Iwciityoiic  tlionsnnd  five  liuii- 
(Iml  and  soventy  fonr  Dollars,  if  il   wn-c  now  in  lliis  Country. 

Thus  then  voii  see  the  Extent  of  that  iM'cuniarv  Succor,  whicli 
has  filled  the  Minds  of  all  with  such  teeniinj;  Ex])ectation,  is  nar- 
rowed down  to  one  trillion  of  Dollars.  But  by  the  best  Accounts 
and  Estimates  1  have  bien  able  to  procure,  this  War  had  hitherto 
cost  about  twenty  ^Tillions  annually.  T  do  indeed  expert  that 
the  future  ExjK'nditures  will  be  "greatly  curtailed,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  most  ripd  Oeconomy  has  its  bounds,  and 
that  it  cannot  exist  without  the  punctual  P(M"formance  of  those 
Engaj^emeuts  on  which  the  first  step  toward  il  must  depend.  As 
soon  as  the  pro])er  Estimates  for  the  next  year  can  be  made  out, 
the  Demands  founded  on  Ihem  will  be  stated,  and  I  shall  shortly 
advertise  for  Contracts  as  the  most  effectual  Mode  of  husband- 
ing our  Resources.  I  feel  it  my  Duty,  however,  to  observe,  that 
a  Xote  this  Day  sent  to  Congress  of  some  of  my  principle  En- 
gagements, for  money,  amounts  to  uj^wards  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand Dollars.  ^'«t  the  Calls  for  it  from  every  (luarter  are  in- 
cessant. 

I  would  gladly  «iuit  the  subject  of  foreign  Sui)j»lies  and  Expec- 
tations here,  but  it  is  necessary  that  the  States  should  know^  all, 
an<l  I  should  not  answer  the  views  of  Congress  if  1  did  not  add, 
that  the  Court  of  l*'"rance  })lace  the  aid  now  atTordcd  us.  anions 
the  number  of  those  Extraordinary  ElTorts  which  cannot  be  re- 
I)eated.  Tlie  Declaration  that  no  more  pecuniary  Assistance  can 
bo  afforded  to  us,  is  as  plain  as  Language  will  admit  of;  and 
altho  Applications  may  and  probably  will  b«*  made  by  our  .Min- 
isters to  the  Conrt  of  Versailles,  yet  surely  no  ])rudent  Man 
would  form  any  Reliance  on  such  application,  in  the  Face  of  such 
a  pointed  and  express  Assurance  to  the  contrary:  and  especially, 
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when  to  every  Request  a  short  Answer  can  be  made  by  asking 
what  we  have  done  for  ourselves.  Sir  I  must  speak  to  you  most 
plainly.  While  we  do  nothing  for  ourselves,  we  cannot  expect 
the  Assistance  of  others. 

This  is  a  very  painfull  Subject  to  dwell  upon,  but  a  Considera- 
tion of  very  great  Magnitude  remains  behind,  and  sooner  or 
later  it  must  come  forward.  Prudence  therefore  bids  us  to  ex- 
amine it  now,  and  provide  for  it  in  Season.  The  Neglect  in 
funding  the  public  Debt  has  introduced  a  Practise  of  issuing 
Loan  Office  Certificates,  for  the  Interest  due  on  other  Loan  Office 
Certificates.  This  I  have  absolutely  forbidden,  nor  will  I  ever 
consent  to  it.  Such  Accumulation  of  Debt,  while  it  distresses 
the  Public,  and  destroys  its  Credit,  by  no  Means  relieves  the 
unfortunate  Individual  who  is  a  public  Creditor;  for  if  Revenue 
is  not  provided,  increasing  the  Certificates  would  only  lessen 
their  value.  This  would  be  such  a  fraud  as  would  stamp  our 
National  Character  with  indelible  Marks  of  Infamy,  and  render 
us  the  Reproach  and  Contempt  of  all  mankind.  It  is  High  time 
to  relieve  ourselves  from  the  Ignominy  we  have  already  sus- 
tained and  to  rescue  and  restore  the  national  Credit.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  solid  Revenue.  Disdaining  therefore  those  little 
timid  Artifices  which  while  they  postpone  the  moment  of  DiOi- 
culty,  only  increase  the  Danger  and  confirm  Ruins  I  prefer  the 
open  Declaration  to  all  of  what  is  to  be  expected,  and  whence  it 
is  to  be  drawn.  To  tlie  ]iublic  Creditors  thiM'efon*  I  say,  that 
untill  the  States  ])rovide  l^evenue  for  li(|uidatiiig  the  Principal 
and  Interest  of  the  public  Debt,  they  cannot  be  paid.  And  to 
the  States  I  say,  that  they  are  bound  by  every  Principle  which 
is  held  sacred  among  M(mi,  to  make  that  Provision. 

1  liave  gone  thro  the  task  wliich  I  proposed  to  myself  in  writing 
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vour  Mxcrllcncv  tliis  L«'t(('r,  wliicli  I  ])v:\y  you  to  comnninicate 
to  tbo  Ix?j:islatiire  of  your  State.  1  liopc  the  Conj^ress  will  soon 
be  enabled  to  transmit  their  Requisitions,  and  I  shall  endeavour 
that  they  be  as  moderate  as  posible.  Rut  I  must  pray  that  every 
Man,  whetlier  in  i)ublie  or  ]H'ivate  Life,  will  seriously  consider 
the  Importance  of  coiuplyinj^  with  those  Kecjuisitions.  It  is  not 
by  the  brilliant  successes  of  War.  the  Splendor  of  Conquest,  or 
the  Shouts  of  Victory,  that  a  wise  Ministry  are  to  be  affected, 
The  suiRM-iority  of  national  Resources  is  the  sure  Ground  on 
which  to  hope  for  success,  and  that  superior  Resource  steadily 
and  perseverinj;ly  applied,  must  eventually  attain  its  Objects. 
It  is  for  these  Reasons  that  the  Enemy  have  hoped  every  Thing 
from  the  Derangement  of  our  Finances,  and  on  the  other  Iland, 
as  I  am  well  informed,  it  is  from  the  Establishment  of  a  national 
Bank,  and  the  forming  of  Contracts  to  supply  our  Armies,  that 
they  have  the  greatest  Apprehensions.  By  the  Bounty  of  the 
Almighty  we  are  jjlaced  in  a  Situation  where  our  future  Fate  de- 
pends on  our  present  Conduct.  We  may  be  hai)py  or  miserable 
as  we  j)lease.  If  we  do  our  Duty  now,  this  War  will  soon  be 
brought  to  a  Close.  If  not  it  may  last  for  many  years,  and  what 
will  then  be  its  Termination,  it  is  not  in  human  Wisdom  to  fore- 
see. Thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Enemy  must  ask  Peace, 
wlienever  we  are  in  a  condition  vigorously  to  ])rosecute  the  War; 
and  that  \ye  shall  be  in  that  Condition  whenever  our  .MTairs  are 
reduced  to  Order,  and  our  Credit  restored;  and  that  for  these 
i'urposes,  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  a  jjroper  System  of 
Taxation:  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  my  Sentiments  on  the  Sub- 
ject in  all  the  Warnith  with  which  they  flow  from  my  Heart.  I 
ho|M'  and  pray  that  the  Facts  I  have  stated  may  meet  with  that 
calm  Attention  which  is  due  to  their  Importance,  and  that  such 
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Measures  may  be  taken,  as  shall  redound  to  the  Honor  and  In- 
terest of  our  Country.  With  all  possible  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  Obt.  and  humble  Sert. 

Robt.  Morris. 
His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  New  York. 

Subsidy    granted    by   the    King   to    the 

United  States  6000,000 

Loan  opened  in  Holland  to  be  advanced 

from  the  Royal  Treasury  10000,000 

16000,000 


To  Doctor  Franklin  for  Answering  Bills 

drawn  by  Congress  800,000 

To  Colo.  Lawrence  [Laurens]  to  be  sent 
out  to  America  by  the  Way  of  Holland 
but  stopped  by  Doctor  Franklin  to 
answer  Bills  drawn  by  Congress  &  pre- 
sented to  him  for  paymt.  1500,000 

To  so  much  appropriated  for  payment  of 
the  Bills  to  be  drawn  by  the  Congress 
during  the  year  1781  note  this  is  for 
the  Interest  Bills  which  are  now  Ne- 
gotiating 2000,000 

To  Colo.  Lawrence  [Laurens] 
which  he  brought  out  with 
him  in  Specie  2500,000 

To  same  by  sundry  Articles  of 
(Jloa thing,  Arms  and  Am- 
munition furnit^hed  by  the 
doi)artments  of  War  and 
Marine  which  he  brought 
and  sent  out  2289,10!) 


ilM) 
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To  auiuuiit  of  Artit'U'8  re- 
maininj::  to  l)0  8uppli«Ml  on 
his  Ki'qiiisition  3!)7,0()0 


To  so  much  reserved  for  furnisliinj^  Ar- 
ticles e(iiiival('iit  to  those  taken  on 
board  the  Sl»ij)  Maiujuis  de  la  Fayette 

To  so  nnich  deposited  at  the  Request  of 
llie  (.'hcvaliiT  de  la  Luzerne  to  Answer 
the  drafts  of  the  Ani'ericaii  Minister  of 
Finances.  Note  this  Sum  has  been  al- 
ready Applied  for  the  Current  service 
of  the  Campaign. 


olSOJOl) 


2J1)7,302 


12()0,()()0 


121)83,501 


301G,499 


[No.  4083.] 

Officers  Delegate  Captain  Dodge  to  Represent  Them  on  the  Clothing 

Proposition. 

Saratoga,  October  10th  1781. 
Sir.  We  the  subscribers  being  officers  who  formerly  belonged 
to  the  several  Continental  Battalions  of  this  State,  but  now 
Deranged  by  reason  of  (lie  late  resolve  of  the  Honorable  Con- 
tinental Tongr^'ss,  being  informed  that  a  supply  of  Cloathing  is 
arived  for  the  use  of  the  Officers  of  the  line  of  this  State.  And 
as  we  conceive  ourselves  Justly  Intitled  to  onr  jiroportion  for 
our  past  Services,  we  have  Ai»i)ointed  Capt.  Dodge  to  wait  on 
Your  Excellency  and  if  we  should  be  thought  Intitled  lo  ihein  to 
request  an  order  from  your  Kxcellenry  to  draw  the  Clothing 
for  ufl.  as  we  cannot  personally  Attend  ourselves.     When  your 


i 
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Excellency  considers  the  Distruction  that  those  Northern  coun- 
tries are  to  Cloathing,  the  Exhorbitant  Sum  that  it  Costs  to  pur- 
chase new  Cloath  and  the  small  appearance  of  receiving  our 
pay  soon  to  purchase  them  with,  you  will  easily  Excuse  our 
Troubleing  you  at  present. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  most  obedient 
Humble  Servents. 

Fred.  Weissenfels  Lt.  Colo.  Comdt.,  Saml.  Logan,  Major, 
Henry  Godwin,  Capt.,  Thos  Hunt,  Lt.  4th  N.  Y.,  Alexr.  Mc- 
Arthur,  Lieut.,  A.  Tuthill,  Lieut  4th  N.  Y.,  F.  Gil^ersleeve,  Lieut 
Late  of  Colo.  Spencers  Regt.,  E.  Mott,  Lieut  late  oth  N.  York 
Regt. 

[No.  4084.] 

Memorandum  of  Tax  Notes, 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4085.] 

General  Heath  Complains  to  the  Governor  Concerning  the  Want  of 

Bread. 
[Private.] 

Headquarters,  Continental  Village,  October  21,  1781. 
Sir,  The  wish  expressed  in  mine  of  the  17th,  that  a  certain 
number  of  your  militia  might  be  held  in  readiness,  was  with  a 
view  of  striking  the  enemy  in  some  part,  should  they  make  such 
reinforcements  to  aid  Cornwallis  as  wouhl  rationally  invite  us  to 
such  an  attempt.  To  hint  any  thing  of  the  kind  to  the  militia, 
would  certainly  t(Mid  to  discover  the  design,  as  your  Excel U'ucy 
observes.  I  was  in  hopes  it  could  be  done  without.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  strike  the  enemy  if  they  give  me  a  fair  opportunity; 


i:v2 
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but  at  prosi'iit,  should  one  ever  so  favorable  olTcr,  a  fatal  bar  is 
in  tlio  way — For  four  or  livo  dixyfi  \n\nt,  tlio  army  have  received 
I'lit  a  part  of  their  allowance  of  bread.  For  any  movement  that 
can  be  made,  four  or  five  days  bread  at  least  should  be  on  hand. 
The  want  nf  this  does  and  will  prevent  our  makinj^  any  move- 
ment, slu)uld  the  opportunity  be  ever  so  favorable.  If  Colonel 
TTay  has  returned,  T  most  earnestly  wish  that  four  or  five  hun- 
dred barrels  of  Hour,  if  })Ossible,  may  be  immediately  forwarded; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  not  the  most  distant  hint  be  given  that 
any  intended  movement  requires  it. 

As  the  jtretsenl  season  of  the  year  requires  the  militia  being 
at  home  to  secure  their  harvest,  and  as  the  enemy,  by  the  last 
accounts  do  not  appear  to  be  advancing,  I  have  advised  General 
Stark  to  dismiss  those  who  were  turned  out  on  the  late  occasion 
and  for  tln'  ])res(»nt  huve  ordered  the  brigade  of  regular  troops 
sent  to  the  Northward,  to  remain  in  that  quarter;  which,  with 
the  other  troops  and  militia  that  can  be  called  out  in  a  short 
time,  will,  I  think  be  fully  sufficient.  If  your  Excellency  should 
think  otherwise,  please  write  to  general  Stark  by  the  express, 
to  detain  such  of  the  militia,  and  for  such  time  as  you  may  think 
necessary. 

I  wish  to  be  informed  for  what  time  colonel  Willet's,  \Veis- 
senfel's  and  McKinstery^s  corps  are  engaged,  that  measures  may 
lx»  thought  of  for  a  winter  arrangement? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  the  greatest  respect.  Your  Ex- 
crellency's  Most  obedient  Servant, 
TTi^  Fx.>.  11.  ncy  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4086.] 
Lieutenant  Ephraim  Snow  Asks  the  Governor  for  Money  for  Recruits. 

Albany  22iid,  October  1781. 

Sir,  Agreeable  to  your  Instructions  I  have  delivered  the 
enlistments  of  the  Recruits  I  had  enlisted  out  of  the  Levies  to 
Oapt.  Moody,  but  finding  a  difficulty  arises  respecting  the 
remainder  of  their  Bounty,  Capt.  Moody  desired  me  to  procure 
Money  for  this  purpose,  as  1  have  paid  them  only  a  Trifle  when 
I  engaged  them.  I  cannot  learn  that  the  Classes,  who  are  still 
Delinquent  are  endeavouring  to  make  up  Money  to  raise  During 
War  Men,  and  understand  that  there  are  several  of  them, 
instead  of  furnishing  a  Recruit,  have  delivered  in  the  Treasury 
the  Sum  of  Money  prescribed  in  the  Law.  As  the  New  Emission 
Money  (I  presume)  will  answer  for  discharging  this  Business  I 
would  be  exceedingly  glad,  if  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased 
to  transmitt  me  an  Order,  to  draw  out  of  the  Treasury  here, 
such  sum  of  New  Emission  Money  as  will  be  necessary  to  enable 
me  of  executing  the  above  business. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellencies  Most  Obt.  &  Vr.  Humble  Servt. 

George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

28 
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[No.  4087.] 

CAPTURE  OF  CORXWALUS  ANNOUNCED 

III  (in  Extract  from  a  Let  try  to  Colonel  Hiifjhes  from  Colonel  ]filc8, 

Pliiladclphia,  Octr.  22n(l,  1781. 
**  Sir,  lic'forc'  1  say  anything;  on  Kusiiioss  I  must  indulj^e 
myself  in  ronuratnlatinix  yon  on  tin*  Captnro  of  Cornwallis  and 
all  Ills  aiiny  on  tlio  17th  Inst.  The  ]>articular8  are  not  yet 
arrived,  bnt  the  President  of  Congress  has  jnst  received  a  Copy 
of  Connt  de  Orasse's  Letter  to  the  Governour  of  Maryland,  for- 
warded by  Water  to  Annapolis. 

"The  Connt  has  taken  all  his  troo])s  on  Board,  and  j^one  out 
to  meet  Mr.  1  >ij:l)y.  Tho  the  particulars  are  not  come,  the  fact 
is  not  to  be  doubted."  (Extract  from  Col.  Miles's  Tetter  to 
Colonel  Hughes.) 


[No.  4088.] 

Colonel    Willett    S^iiggests    to    Governor    Clinton    the    Neccssitif    of 
Appointinf/  o  Major  to  }fuster  in  the  Netc  Levies. 

Fort  Rensselaer,  22nd,  October  1781. 
Dear  Sir.  I  nin  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  Gth  Instant 
Inclosing  two  Kesolutions  of  Congress,  one  Respecting  the  pay- 
ing and  subsisting  the  two  ]^\c:im(»nts  of  Militia  to  be  rais<'d 
in  this  Ktal«'  this  Canij>aign  and  for  Subsisting,  Cloathing  and 
paying  the  two  Regiments  of  Infantry  to  be  raised  for  three 
Years.  The  other  directing  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  Trans- 
mit to  the  Executives  of  the  Several  states  the  names  of  the 
new  Levies  Recommending  it  to  the  said  states  to  make  them 
Payment.  P.ut  as  neither  of  these  Resolutions  say  any  thing 
about  who  is  to  Muster  tlie  Ix^vies,  I  am  still  ir  the  Dark  about 
that  Matter. 
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By  the  Present  regulations  of  the  Army  of  these  states  Every 
Brigade  is  to  have  a  sub-Inspecter,  which  Sub-Inspecter  is  Com- 
missary of  Muster  for  that  Brigade.  But  as  our  Levies  are  not 
Brigaded  and  have  no  Inspector,  I  know  not  who  to  call  upon 
to  Muster  them.  This  is  the  Particular  Point  to  which  I  for- 
merly Requested  your  Excellencies  Directions.  But  as  the  mat- 
ter still  Remains  Undetermined,  I  beg  leave  to  Suggest  that  it 
Appears  to  me  Absolutely  necessary  to  have  some  Person 
Immediately  Appointed  to  this  Business.  A  major  from  the 
Brigade  is  the  proper  person  for  this  Purpose.  The  appoint- 
ment I  should  suppose  in  this  case  would  come  Properly  from 
your  Excellency  unless  the  Council  of  Appointment  should  be 
sitting  when  Perhaps  it  might  be  best  for  them  to  do  it.  But 
most  surely  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  it  as  the  levies  are  much 
Scattered  and  it  will  Require  great  Activity  in  any  one  man 
to  Compleat  the  business  before  the  men's  time  Expire.  Hence 
it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  some  person  whom  it  will  be 
known  will  Immediately  set  about  it,  least  a  Non  Acceptance  of 
the  appointment  might  impede  the  Business.  If  it  could  be 
done  and  he  will  undertake  it,  I  think  Major  Hitchcock  would 
io  for  this  Purpose. 

Nothing  New  in  this  Quarter.  I  shall  bo  happy  in  having  an 
answer  from  your  Excellency  upon  this  Subject  as  soon  as 
possible  and  the  very  best  Answer  will  be  the  Arrival  of  a  Clus- 
ter Master. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  Most  Obedient  v'v: 
Very  Hum.  Servt. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4080.] 
Colonel  Hay  to  Governor  Clinton — Account  of  All  Taw  Certificates. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4090.] 

Mr.    Duane    Balances    a    Loan    With    Jfr.    Vllommcdieu    Through 

Governor  Clinton. 

Mr.  Duane  presents  bis  most  resi)ectful  Compliments  to  bis 
Excellency  Governor  Clinton  and  requests  tbe  favour  of  bim  to 
give  Mr.  L'llommedieu  the  seven  balf  Jobs  of  which  Dr.  Living- 
ston has  taken  Charge.  If  that  Gent,  should  be  gone  home,  Col. 
Floyd  will  receive  it.  If  both,  bis  Excellency  will  be  so  good 
as  to  keep  it  till  one  of  them  returns  to  the  Legislature.  It  is 
money  I  borrowd  from  Mr.  L'llommedieu  at  Philadelphia. 
Manour  Liv'n  23d  Octb.  1781. 
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[Nos.  40914092.] 

ENEMY  REPORTED  MOVING  ON  SARATOGA. 

Two  Letters  from  Lord  Stirling — Disturbed  Over  Forage — Colonel 
Tupper  Moving  Northward  from  Albany. 

Albany,  October  23, 1781. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the 
enclosM  Intelligence  received  last  Evening  from  General  Stark 
— I  have  written  to  Brigadiers  General  Ranselaer  and  Ganse- 
voort  desiring  them  to  have  their  Brigades  in  readiness  to  march 
as  soon  as  the  advance  of  the  Enemy  shall  render  it  necessary. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem,  Your  Excellencys  most  Obdt. 
humb.  Servt. 


His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Stirling. 


John  Stark  to  Colonel  Tupper. 

Headquarters  Saratoga  22d  Octr.  17S1. 

Dear  Sir,  By  intelligence  this  moment  received,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  the  Enemy  are  making  this  way — you  will  there- 
fore March  to  this  Post  without  a  INIoment's  delay — I  hope  this 
will  meet  you  on  the  road,  but  if  not,  loose  not  a  moment  in 
putting  your  Troops  in  Motion.  36  or  48  hours  from  this  time  is 
the  longest  that  I  expect  to  prepare  in,  but  if  you  can  Arrive 
by  that  time  I  shall  be  under  no  great  Appreiientions — I  iucloee 
a  coj)y  of  the  intelligence  received. 

I  am  dear  Sir  your  Most  Obt.  &  Very  Iluml.  Serv. 

John  Stark,  B.  G. 
Copy. 

Colonel  Tupper. 
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Tjr.T'TKV  AVT-(\^l(»\KI.     I'^MCTCll  KU    AlAKMICD    CONCEllNINCi    Fo!:T 

Waunkk. 

Hear  (iciuM-al.  Last  oveiiiiii;  I  rocHMvcd  Tiilclliixcncc  ^rnm 
Crown  Point  by  Captain  Stark,  that  Friday  last  at  .'{  oV-lock 
P.  M.  a  Lar«;e  Pody  of  the  Eniiny  was  hinded,  and  a  Landing  at 
that  place  and  private  intelligence  wliich  I  received  within  the 
last  twenty  four  hours  satisfy  me  that  this  Garrison  together 
with  Adjacent  frontier  Towns  its  the  Enemies  Object  or  at  least 
one  of  tlieir  Objects. 

The  Above  is  Copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Lt.  Colo.  Fletcher 
Commanding  at  Fort  Warner. 
Copy. 
Colonel  Tupper. 

Albany,  October  24, 1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  wrote  your  Excellency  yesterday  by  Express.  The 
State  of  our  Intelligence  is  not  altered  Since,  except  that  a 
report  is  Come  thro.  Pennington  that  the  Enemy  are  advanced 
to  Ticonderoga;  this  is  yet  too  Vague  to  induce  me  to  Call  out 
your  Militia  again;  however,  I  have  informed  the  General  oflicers 
of  it,  that  they  may  hold  them  in  readyness  to  march  on  the 
S!iorte*<t  notice. 

On  entjuiry  of  Major  (^uackcnbush  I  find  that  the  warrant 
of  empress  he  is  possessed  of  from  your  Excellency  to  Col. 
Hughes,  extends  only  to  a  Certain  Number  of  Waggons  &  horses 
and  forrage  for  them,  so  that  the  horses  of  the  train  nf  Artillery 
and  of  the  General  field  and  staff  Ofllcers  are  left  to  Starve;  in 
this  Seituatiou  il  is  impossible  for  us  to  do  our  duty;  1  must, 
therefore,  intreat  your  Excellenny  will  as  soon  as  possible  fur- 
nish Qnackenbush  with  an  aihlitional  Warrant  that  will  Com- 
prehend forrage  for  those  other  Services. 
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Colonel  Tupper  marched  this  morning  with  the  whole  of  the 
Brigade  he  Commands  for  Saratoga,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes 
General  Stark  will  be  able  to  resist  any  light  body  that  can 
come  against  him  with  rapidity,  and  that  w^e  shall  have  time 
enough  to  move  the  Militia  in  Case  the  Enemy  advance  with  a 
more  Serious  force.  With  great  regard  &  Esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  Most  Humble  Servt. 


His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Stirling. 


[No.  4093.] 

Abram  Skinner  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  from 
Elizahethtown,  New  Jersey,  Reports  the  English  in  New  York 
Despondent — All  the  Officers  of  Militia  of  New  York  Exchanged. 

Elizth  Town,  24th  Octr.  1781. 

Sir,  In  Obedience  to  your  Excellency's  Commands  I  have  at 
last  effected  the  Release  of  Mr.  Townsend  who  will  be  here  to- 
morrow. I  have  met  Mr.  Loring  and  Exchanged  all  the  officers 
of  Militia  belonging  to  the  State  of  New  York,  except  Lt.  Colo. 
Hammond  who  I  have  got  out  on  Parole  and  engaged  for  liim 
that  he  shall  return,  unless  he  is  Accounted  for  as  an  officer,  but 
I  am  not  at  Liberty  to  do  this  unless  I  receive  your  Excellency's 
Orders,  or  the  Commander  in  Chief's  for  the  purpose. 

Tlie  people  at  New  York  begin  already  to  feel  the  effects  of 
Lord  Cornwallis's  fall  and  are  anxiously  waiting  the  Event  of 
the  Meeting  of  the  Two  Fleets.  Digby  Sailed  on  Saturday  last 
and  their  spirits  werc^  never  lower  in  New  York  than  they  arc 
now.  Their  Fleet  of  ^'ict nailers  (40  sail)  have  arrivi'd.  They 
cannot  bear  to  be  tohl  of  CU'neral  Green's  Pat  tie  on  the  Sth  Sept. 
but  lhe[y]  begin  to  fear  the  (^onse(|uence.  I  think  Mr.  elohn  IT. 
Cruger  goes  next.     In  Short,  Sir,  T  am  very  much  pleased  to  find 
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from  Mr.  Loriii;;  that  tlu'v  are  very  uneasy  at  New  York;  in 
dosed  are  2  of  the  latest  Papers  which  I  enclose  for  your  Perusal 
and  ;ini  with  the  hi«^hest  respect  Your  Excellency's  mo.  Ob.  Hum. 
Servt. 

Tlie  Enemy  have  neither  an  t)nic('r  or  Piivale  in  the  Military 
Service  now  a  Prisoner  at  New  York.  This  has  never  been  the 
c;"!se  before  durinjj  the  War. 


[No.  4094.] 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  Foncards  to  Governor  Clinton  a  Memorial  to 
the  Legislature  for  Promotion. 

Albany,  October  25th,  1781. 

Sir,  The  memorial  which  Accompanies  this*  I  wish  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  Lay  before  the  Ix'gislature;  as  you 
know  my  Situation,  that  of  being  Superceded  so  often  as  I  have 
been,  is  most  Disagreeable  and  unless  the  Legislature  Interposes 
and  gets  me  promoted  to  a  Brigadier,  I  shall  be  verry  Illy  Re- 
warded for  a  Six  year's  Service  after  spending  my  Substance  in 
the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are  Engaged,  as  an  Attention  to 
my  Circumstances  forbids  me  from  Resigning  my  Commission 
without  a  Compensation.  I  am  Confident  your  Excellency  will 
favour  my  Case  as  farr  as  you  Consistently  can. 

1  am  with  great  Regard  «&  Esteem  Your  Excellency's  obedient 
&  very  Humble  Sert. 
Ills  Excellency  George  (Jlinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  4()l).j.] 
The  Uovcmor  Appoints  Four  Commissioners. 
By  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  Escjr.,  Governor  &c. 
By  Virtue  of  the  Authority  in  me  vested  by  a  certain  Act  of 
the  lA»gislature  entitled  ;in  Act  relative  lo  the  OlTice  of  State 

*Not  fOUDd. 
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Agent  passed  the  first  Day  of  July  last  I  do  hereby  approve  of 
John  Hathorn,  John  Lansing,  Thomas  Storm  &  John  Bruyn,  Es- 
quires, together  with  the  State  Agent  to  ascertain  &  determine 
from  Time  to  Time  the  Pay  &  Allowances  to  be  granted  to  the 
Assistants  of  the  said  Agent. 

Given    under    my   Hand    at   Poughkeepsie   the   25th    day   of 
October,  1781. 


[No.  4096.] 

Governor    Clinton    Declines    for    the    Present    Thomas    Barclaifs 

Proposition. 

Pokeepsie,  26  Octr.  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  lately  received  your  letter  of  the  2oth  Augt.  and 
have  to  thank  3'ou  for  your  polite  attention  to  me  and  the  State 
over  which  I  have  the  Honor  to  preside.  Deprived  as  we  are 
of  our  Sea  Ports  we  can  at  present  have  no  commands  to  France 
of  a  Commercial  Nature.  If  in  future  during  your  stay  in  Eu- 
rope this  Obstacle  should  be  removed,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 

availing  mvself  of  your  obliging  Offer,  and  am  &c. 

(G.  C.) 


[No.  4007.] 

General  Heath  to  Governor  Clinton  Over  the  Conflicting  Reports  from 
the  North — Troops  Suffering  for  Want  of  Flour. 

Head  quarters,  Continental  village,  October  26,  1781. 
Sir,  I  am  this  morning  honored  with  yours  of  the  '2T)\\\.  I(  is 
really  sur])rising  that  accounts  from  the  Northward  are  so  vague 
and  uncertain.  At  one  time  the  enemy  are  beyond  tli«'  lakes,  at 
another  this  side  the  lakes,  at  another,  between  them — and  some- 
times it  is  not  known  wliiu'e  they  are.     The  inclosed  I  received 
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Inst  ov<Miin;,'.      I  liavc  writtc  n  to  ^cTicrnl  Slnrlc  not  lo  mil  out  tlio 
militia,  nnli^ss  lie  is  certain  of  tlio  advaiico  of  the  oiioiiiy. 

N\  (•  art'  still  in  ^roat  distress  on  acconnt  of  tlic  want  of  flour. 
The  troo])s  liavo  boon  noarlv  witlio\it  bread  live  (»r  six  days. 
Tlipr(»  is  much  mnrnHirinj:^,  J^n^^  tliis  niorninj^  tlio  qnartormastor 
iuforius  nic  tlu'  artilicors  bad  rcfiisod  to  work.  I  lind  colonel 
riay  is  returned.  I  earnestly  request  tbat  instant  relief  may 
be  sent  us.  l»y  .ill  Mr.  Morris's  replies  to  my  letters,  I  tind  he 
depends  on  your  State  for  flour,  as  be  does  on  the  Eastern  States 
for  ni.ai.  1  am,  tberefore,  constrained  to  ur^^e  the  speedy  send- 
ing; in  tbe  speciiic  supplies  witliout  wbicb  I  cannot  answer  for 
conseiiuences. 

I  have  tbe  bonor  to  be  Witb  tbe  bij^best  respect.  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4098.] 

A  SKIRMISH  NEAR  JOHNSON  HALL. 

Major  Ross  Overtaken  hy  Colonel  Willett  Who  Drives  Him  From  the 

Field  With  Serious  Loss. 

Schenectady,  26th  October  1781.  6  O'Clock  P.  M. 
My  Lord,  Last  night  about  10  O'clock  I  sent  of  Mr.  Van  Ingen, 
a  young  Gentlemen  who  is  my  Clerk,  to  Colo.  Willet  in  order  to 
bring  me  the  particulars,  who  this  moment  returned.  The  Colo. 
had  no  time  to  write.  He  has  made  a  State  of  what  has  hap- 
pened as  near  as  he  can  recolet,  he  has  been  on  the  place  where 
the  Action  was,  which  1  herewith  inclosed  Colo.  Wemp  with 
ths  greatest  part  of  his  Regiment  and  the  Albany  Militia  and 
about  30  Warriers  of  the  Oneidaians  left  this  in  the  Morning 
for  Colo.  Willet.  Colonel  Schuyler's  Regiment  went  on  this 
afternoon.  1  look  out  for  the  amunition  which  will  be  forwarded 
the  moment  it  arrives;  please  to  excuse  my  writing  in  great 
hurry. 

I  am  your  Lordships  Most  Ob.  Hum.  Servant 

H.  Glen. 

Major  Genl.  Sterling. 

Major  Ross  commanding  ofticer  at  Bucks  Island  with  about 
450  men  left  that  place  inBatteaux  and  proceeded  to  Oneida  lake 
where  they  left  their  Boats,  some  provisions  &  about  -0  lame 
men  to  take  care  of  them,  and  proceeded  from  thence  by 
the  way  of  Cherry  Valley  to  the  Mohawk  river,  and  made  their 
first  Appearance  at  the  place  opposite  to  Anthony's  Nose  from 
whence  they  proceeded  lo  Warrens  Bush  and  its  Vacinity  and 
destroyed  ui)wards  of  20  fdnii  houses  with  out  houses,  great 
quantity  of  grain  and  idlled  (wo  persons;  after  that  they  crossed 
the  Mohawk  River  at  a  fouling  place  about  20  miles  Above  this 
place  and  proceeded  in  Order  to  Sir  William's  [Johnson]  Hall, 
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whcrt'  they  arrived  about  one  Quarter  of  an  lioiir  before  Colo. 
Willet  with  his  body,  who  had  crossed  the  river  about  0  miles 
hijiher  and  Marched  also  for  tbt*  same  place.  Colo.  Willet  com- 
menced an  Action  with  the  IJritish  which  was  much  in  his  favor, 
had  not  some  of  his  troops  which  covered  a  field  piece  pave  way, 
which  was  the  loss  of  the  ])iece  and  Ammunition  Cart  which 
in  a  little  while  after  he  bravely  recovered,  the  Enemy  had, 
however,  striped  the  Cart  of  all  its  Ammunition.  The  Evening 
coming  on  put  an  end  to  the  Action;  part  of  Colo.  Willets  Men, 
however,  passed  the  hall  all  ni«rht.  The  Enemy  reti-eated  about 
G  miles  back  into  the  woods;  when  the  last  Account  just  now 
comes  leaves  them;  about  thirty  r>ritish  have  been  taken  during 
the  Action  ami  in  the  Morning  before  the  Action  coumienced 
yesterday  in  the  Afternoon.  Colo  Willet  went  in  persuit  of 
them  this  morning  with  a  force  about  equal  to  theirs — an 
Account  is  also  come  to  hand  (altho  not  ofTicial)  that  a  party  is 
sent  from  Fort  Herkimer  to  destroy  their  boats  &  provisions — 
there  are  7  of  the  enemy  found  dead  on  the  field  of  action  this 
Morning  and  3  of  ours  between  thirty  &  40  wounded  on  both 
sides. 

26  October  6  O'clock  P.  M. 
For  Major  Genl.  Lord  ^Sterling. 


[No.  401)0.] 

Eliafut  Payne  at  Charlestoini,  IV/mo;//,  to  Governor  Clinton 
Communiratinij  the  I*roccidinf/s  af  ffir  Lcf/islaturc  of  }crmont 
AppuiutuKj  Connnissionvrs  With  Full  J'mrir  to  Srttir  IJir  Dispute 

/icttrcrn  the  Tico  States. 

Charlestown,  Octr.  27tli  1781. 

Sir,    The  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  State  of  Vermont 
to  negotiate  and  compleat  the  settlement  between  that  state  and 
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the  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively,  agre- 
able  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  beg  leave 
herewith  to  transmit  those  Resolutions,  together  with  a  Dupli- 
cate of  their  Commission  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York. 

The  Commissioners  are  ready  to  attend  the  Business  of  their 
Appointment,  whenever  they  shall  receive  an  Answer  in  the 
Premises. 

In  Behalf  of  the  Commissioners,  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's 
Most  Obedt  Humble  Servt.    Elisha  Payne. 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 

Proceedings  of  Grand  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont  at  Charles- 
town,  from  the  16th  to  the  19th  of  Octr.  1781.     (Transcribed  &  attested.) 

STATE  OF  VERMONT,  Charlestown,  IGth  October  17S1. 
The  Governor  and  Council  having  joined  the  General  Assembly  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Report  of  the  Honorable  Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen, 
and  Bezabeel  Woodward,  Esquires;  who  were  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
in  the  Mouth  of  June  last,  to  repair  to  the  American  Congress,  with  Powers  to  pro- 
pose to,  and  receive  from  them.  Terms  for  an  Union  of  this,  with  the  United  States, 
&c.  His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esqr.  in  the  Chair.  The  said  Agents  laid 
before  the  Committee  the  following  Papers,  which  were  read  by  the  Secretary  in  their 
order,  viz;  , 

1st  &  2nd.  A  copy  of  their  Letter  to  the  President  of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  August 
last,   inclosing  a  Duplicate  of  their  Commission. 

3rd  The  Resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  7th  and  Sth  of  Augt.  last. 

4th  Brigadier  General  Bellows  and  Associates  Petition  to  New  Hampshire,  25th 

May  1781. 

5th  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Swanzy  to  New  Hampshire,  June  Sth,  1781. 

fith  Honorable  Mesheck  Weare,  Esqr's  Letter,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  dated 

20th  June  1781. 

7th  Messr'R  Duane  and  Ezra  L.  Hommedieu's  Memorial  and  Prayer  to  Congress 

of  the  :^id   Day  of  August  1781;   together  with   Ira  All  Stephen  R. 

Bradley  Esqr's  Remonstrance  to  Congress,  dated  Sepr. 

Sth  Resolve  of  Congress,  dated  17th  August  1781. 

9th  Written  Proposals  to  Committee  of  Congress,  dated  August  18th  17S1. 

]Oth  Questions  proposed   to  the  Agents  of  Vermont,   by  the  Committee  of  Con- 

gress, August  18th,  1781. 

11th  The  foregoing  questions  with  the  Answers  annexed. 

12th  Resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  20th  August  1781. 

The   further   Consideration   of  the   Report   boIiiK   referred.    Adiourned    'till   Tomorrow 
Morning  9  o'clock. 

OCTOBER  ITtli.  M  ling  to  . 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  the  Cm  on  of  the  of  Congress,  of  the 

20th  Day  of  August  aforesaid,  nnd  other  Papers  mentioned  In  the  Report  of  said  Agents, 
and  after  some  Time  spent  thereon, 

RESOLVED  that,   In  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  the  Legislature  cannot  comply 
with  the 'Resolutions  last  referred  to.  without  destroying  the  Foundation  of  •  ut 

universal    Harmony   and    Agreement    that   subsists   In   this"  State,    and    a    \  of 
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Bolomn  Compact,  entered  intu  by  Articles  of  Union  and  Confederation.  The  further 
Consideration  of  the  Report  boing  postponed,  Adjourned  to  9  O'clock  Tomorrow 
Morning. 

October  18lh. 

The  Committee  having  resumed  the  further  Consideration  of  the  said  Report, 

RESOLVKD,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Resolutions  of  Congress,  of  the  7th  and  20th  of 
August  last  did  by  no  Means  comport  with,  but  entirely  preclude,  any  ProposltionB 
mnde  by  our  Agents;  it  is  therefore  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Propositions 
made  by  our  Agents  to  the  Committee  of  Congress,  on  the  ISth  of  August  last,  ought 
not  In  future  to  be  considered  as  binding  on  the  Part  of  Vermont. 

RKSOLVKI),  that  it  bo.  nnd  is  hereby  reioniineiuled  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
that  their  Thanks  be  returned  to  their  honorable  Agents,  for  their  good  Services  In 
Dchalf  of  this  State,  on  the  Business  of  their  late  Mission  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

And  this  Committee  recommend  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to  remain  firm  in 
the  Principles  on  which  the  State  of  Vermont  first  assumed  Government,  and  to  hold 
the  Articles  of  Union,    which  connect  each  part  of  tlie  State  with   the  other,    Inviolate. 

And  for  the  further  Information  and  Satisfaction  of  the  Honorable  the  Congress,  and 
the  World,  do  recommend  to  the  Legislature,  to  publish  the  following  Articles,  which 
respect  the  Admission  of  Vermont  into  the  fedral  Union  Viz; 

Art.  1st.  "That  the  Independence  of  the  State  of  Vermont  be  held  sacred,  and  that 
no  Member  of  the  Legislature  shall  give  his  Vote,  or  otherwise  use  his  Endeavours  to 
obtain  any  Act  or  Resolution  of  A'^sembly  that  shall  endanger  the  Existence,  Independ- 
ence and  Well-being  of  said  State;  by  referring  to  its  Independency  to  the  Arbitrement 
of  any  Power." 

Art.  2nd.  "That  whenever  this  State  becomes  united  with  the  American  States,  and 
there  shall  then  be  any  Disputes  between  this,  and  any  of  the  United  States,  respecting 
Boundary  Lines,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont  will  then  (as  they  have  ever 
prcposed)  submit  to  Congress,  or  such  other  Tribunal  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  on, 
fo»   the  settlement  of  any  such  Disputes." 

And  that  the  impartial  World  may  be  fully  convinced  of  the  good  and  laudable  Dis- 
position of  Vermont  and  of  her  Readiness  to  comply  with  any  reasonable  Proposal  for 
the  Adjustment  of  the  Disputes  respecting  Boundary  Lines,  between  this  and  the 
Neighbouring  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York;  This  Committee  further  recom- 
mend to  »he  Legislature,  to  make  the  following  Proposals  to  the  said  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively. 

THAT  WHEREAS  Disputes  have  arisen  between  the  States  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  relative  to  Jurisdictional  Boundary  Lines.  &c.  The  Legislature  of  Vermont, 
being  willing  and  desirous,  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  promote  Unity  and  good  Accord 
between  the  two  States;  do  propose  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  that  all  Matters 
relating  to  the  aforesaid  Dispute  shall  be  submitted  to  five  or  more  Judicious  unpreju- 
diced Persons,  who  shall  be  mutually  agreed  on.  elected  and  chosen  by  a  Committee  of 
Legislature,  on  the  Part  of  each  State  respectively. 

And  that  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  &  Vermont,  do  pledge  their  Faith,  each  to  the 
other,  that  the  Decision  had  by  the  Persons  so  elected,  being  made  up  In  writing, 
signed  by  the  President  of  such  Commissioners,  and  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  each 
State  respectively,  shall  be  held  sacredly  binding  on  each  of  the  said  States  of  New 
Hamp?<hire  and  Vermont  forever. 

And  that  Proposals  of  the  same  Tenor  be  also  made  to  the  Legislature  of  New 
York.— 

And  this  Committee  do  further  recommend,  that  nine  Persons  be  elected  Commis- 
sioners by  the  legislature  on  the  Part  of  Vermont,  to  treat  with  Commissioners  to  be 
elected  on  'le  Part  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively,  for  the  adjusting 
the  aforess  d  Jurifdirtlonal  Boundary  Lines;  And  that  they  be  Commissioned  by  His 
Excellency  the  Oovemor.  and  the  Faith  of  this  State  bo  by  him  pledged,  in  Behalf  of 
the  state,  that  the  Decision  thus  had;—  shall  In  future  be  held  as  sacredly  binding  on 
the  Part  of  Vermont  — 

ThI*  Committi»e  further  recommend  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Committee  be  ofTlrlally  transmitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they 
be  Inclosed  In  a  Letter,  under  the  signature  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and 
directed  to  the  President  of  Congress.— 

And  this  Commltt«»e  do  further  advise  the  Legislature,  to  recommend  to  the  Authority 
In   every    Part   of   the   State,    to   remain    firm    In   the   support   of   Government,   and   the 
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punctual  Execution  of  the  Laws;  Notwithstanding  the  various  Measures  taken  to  create 
Divisions  &  Discords. 

The  Commissioners  chosen  for  the  above  Purpose;  The  Honorable  Elisha  Payne, 
Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen,  and  Peter  Olcott,  Esq'rs.  Daniel  Jones,  Esqr;  Colonel  Gideon 
"Warren,  Phinehas  Whiteside,  Esqr;   Colonel  Joseph  Caldwell,  and  Ezra  Stiles,  Esqr. — 

Resolved,  that  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  said  Commissioners,  that  they  prepare  and 
make  the  necessary  Defence  in  the  Premises;  and  that  they  introduce  the  said  Matters 
to  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  in  such  way  as  to  them  shall  appear  best. 

October  19th,  1781. 

Voted  that  this  Committee  be  disolved.     (signed)  Beza.  Woodward,  Clerk  of  Committee. 

State  of  Vermont.  In  General  Assembly,  Charlestown,  Octr.  19th,  1781.  The  afore- 
said Report  being  read,  and  the  Question  being  put,  it  was  unanimously  approved  and 
accepted,     (sign'd)    Roswell  Hopkins,  Clerk. 

In  Council,  19th  Octr.,  1781.    Read  and  concurred,     (sign'd)    Joseph  Fay,  Secry. 

October  30th,  1781.  The  preceeding  is  a  true  Copy  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the  said  State,  (sign'd  Micah 
Townsend,  Secry. 

Novem'r.  14th,  1781.  The  foregoing,  transcribed,  and  carefully  examined,  by  the  Com- 
mand of  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Thomas  Tolman,  P.  Secry. 


His  Excellency,  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esq.,  captain  General,  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  in  and   over  the  State  of  Vermont. 

To  the  Honble.  Elisha  Payne,  Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen,  and  Peter  Olcott,  Esqrs;  Daniel 
Jones,  Esqr;  Colonel  Gideon  Warren,  Phinehas  Whiteside,  Esqr.  Colonel  Joseph  Cald- 
well, and  Ezra  Stiles,  Esqr. 

GREETING. 
Agreable  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Governor,  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  at  their 
Session  held  at  Charlestown,  this  Instant  October,  appointing  you  Commissioners  for, 
and  in  Behalf  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  to  enter  upon  a  Negotiation  for  the  Settlement 
and  Adjustment  of  the  Boundary  Lines,  as  well  between  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont,  as  between  the  State  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  agreable  to  your 
Directions  contained  in  the  Resolution  aforesaid. 

These  are  therefore,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  to  authorize  and  amply  empower  you  the  said  Elisha  Payne,  Jonas  Fay,  Ira 
Allen,  Peter  Olcott,  Daniel  Jones,  Gideon  Warren,  Phinehas  Whiteside,  Joseph  Cald- 
well, and  Ezra  Stiles,  or  any  five  of  you  the  said  Commissioners,  to  compleat  and  carry 
Into  Execution,  the  Negotiation  and  Settlement  of  the  said  Boundary  Lines  of  Juris- 
diction between  the  said  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  with  the  said  State 
of  Vermont  respectively,  agreable  to  said  Resolutions 

And  I  do  hereby  pledge  the  Faith  of  the  said  State  of  Vermont,  that  the  Determina- 
tions had  in  the  Premises,  shall  be  held  sacredly  binding  on  the  Part  of  Vermont. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  this  State 
to  be  affixed.  In  Council,  this  2r.th  Day  of  October  Anno  Domini,  1781,  And  In  the  Bth 
Year  of  the  Independence  of  this  State. 

„     ^,.    „       „  Thos.  Chittenden. 

By  His  Excellency's  Command 

Tho.  Tolman  Dep.  Sec'ry. 
(Duplicate) 

[No.  4100.] 

Lord  Stirlitif;  Informs  the  Governor  of  Colonel  WUhtrs  Victorjf  Near 

Johnson  Hall — Conditions  Along  the  Frontier. 

Albany,  October  27tli.  17S1. 
Sir,   I  wrote  your  Excolloncy  tho  LMtli  that  Coll.  Tn]i]>or  had 
marched  with  the  Now  riauipshiro  Bri<]:ado  to  join  General  Stark 
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at  Saratoga;  before  he  reacli'd  that  place  1  found  it  expedient 
to  give  him  a  variotv  of  Orders,  which  wore  founded  upon  the 
different  Events  which  took  place,  or  rather  upon  the  different 
kinds  of  Intellijjence  which  1  receiv'd. 

The  25th  at  1  oclock  P.  M.  accounts  came  to  General  Ganse- 
voort  that  the  Enemy  were  advancing  in  considerable  force 
within  Eight  miles  of  Schenectady  burning  and  destroying  all 
before  them. — Tliat  part  of  General  Gansevoort's  Brigade  which 
is  on  the  East  side  of  the  River  had  orders  from  him  the  day 
before  to  march  immediately  to  Albany,  but  as  they  had  not 
arriv'd,  1  found  there  was  no  other  means  of  reinforcing  Schenec- 
tady with  that  degree  of  rapidity  which  the  case  seemM  to 
require,  but  by  ordering  Coll.  Tupper  (then  on  his  march  to 
Saratoga)  to  that  place,  I  dispatch'd  one  of  my  Aides  with 
Orders  to  him  accordingly.  At  the  same  time  I  requested  Gen- 
eral Gansevoort  to  turn  out  the  Militia  of  Albany  which  he 
accordingly  did  and  sent  off  about  fifty  mounted  on  horseback.  I 
likewise  sent  an  Express  to  General  Ranselaer  desiring  him  to 
call  out  his  Brigade  and  march  to  this  place. — About  8  oclock 
in  the  Evening  I  receiv'd  Intelligence  from  Schenectady,  that 
the  Enemy  after  burning  Warrens  Bush  ]iad  ntird  by  the  way 
lif  s.  iinii  iiM.  vviiirh  Intelligent**  '  "tie  so  direct,  and  .'>>»-.  iving 
iL  ii.<  roll.  Tupper  to  puiiiue  his  march  at  sucn  a  dis- 

tance  in  the  Enemie's  rear  I  thought  best  to  send  him  orders 
by  Express  to  turn  to  the  right,  and  march  towards  Saratoga. — 
General  s  apprehension  of  an  attack  from  the  Northward, 

firiil    roliflili'Tif     tlic    »i:it-fv    TicMr    Ssi'lii'tn'cf  :m1  V    ctiiild    lie    liuf     sliinll^ 

LuijuiLTiiiaiideu  jiiy  uiai  UruL'ia  and  Uii'r<L<'u  »,«'ii.  lupptT  to 
tarry  with  him. 

His  expected  attack  from  the  Northward  is  founded  upon  the 
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folowing  intelligence  which  he  receiv'd  from  General  Enos  com- 
manding the  Vermonteers  at  or  near  Castle  Town. 

"  By  *a  Scout  from  the  Northward  of  Dead  Creek  near  Tie 
[Ticonderoga]  I  am  inform'd  that  several  Tents  were  standing 
at  old  Tie — he  also  heard  the  beating  of  the  Long  Roll  to  the 
South  of  the  Mount  (supposed  to  be  at  the  old  Scotchman's)  but 
in  the  situation  he  was  in,  it  might  be  heard  from  the  mills, 
and  since  we  make  no  further  discovery,  it  is  my  opinion  the 
Enemy  have  proceeded  to  Lake  George." 

This  he  observes  is  all  the  intelligence  he  has  received  since 
their  being  at  Ticonderoga.  Yesterday  morning  General  Ganse- 
voort  received  accounts  that  the  Enemy  had  attacked  Coll 
Willet,  had  gain'd  the  ground  of  him  and  had  taken  a  Field 
Piece  from  him  and  obliged  him  to  take  post  in  a  little  Fort  at 
Johnstown,  with  very  little  provision;  in  this  situation  I  could 
not  think  it  probable  he  would  be  relieved  by  the  Militia  so  soon 
as  might  be  necessary.  I,  therefore,  wrote  to  General  Stark 
desiring  him  to  send  a  reinforcement  to  Coll  AVillet  if  he  judg'd 
it  could  be  done  without  too  much  weakening  his  force  at  Sara- 
toga, but  I  conclude  the  same  arguments  will  operate  with  liini 
in  this  case  as  against  Coll.  Tupper's  going  to  Schenectady,  that 
upon  the  whole  he  will  judge  no  troops  can  be  spar'd  from  that 
Post — however,  by  an  I'lxpi'css  which  mriNM  al  l\  oclock  1*.  M. 
the  2(I(h  T  ;nn  much  easier  on  the  subject  -the  Letter  which 
came  to  hand  from  Coll.  Willet t  was  dated  Johnstown  Octr. 
25th  8  oclock  V.  M.  niul  was  directed  to  Capt.  Martial  (Command 
ing  at  this  City  pre\i(iiis  to  my  arri\ai)  (Icsiiiiii;  a  (luantily  of 
ammunition  inigiil  be  ininiedialely  seni  liini,  as  lie  had  unfortu- 
nately lost  four  r>()xes  crossing  tho  Ki\(>i-.  and  does  not  give  a 

particular  account  of  the  action,  but   by  a   l.ctier  which  came 
20 
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enclos'd  from  NN  ilU'lt's  Doctor,  it  appears  the  Action  was  sevens; 
ho  mentions  10  or  50  wounded  men;  that  in  the  beginning  of  the 
action  Coll.  \\'ille||  lost  l»is  I'ield  jiicce,  but  recover'd  it  again; 
that  it  was  liard  to  say  which  gain'd  the  victory,  but  that  Willett 
remained  master  of  the  Field;  the  Express  rider  who  brings  this 
account  says  he  stood  Sentry  over  twenty  two  Prisoners,  chiefly 
British,  which  Coll.  Willett  had  taken  and  sent  to  Fort  Hunter; 
takin^j:  all  the  accounts  together  I  think  Willett  must  have  had 
the  advantage. 

1  immediately  sent  on  a  quantity  of  ammunition  to  him  and 
am  every  moment  in  expectation  of  farther  intelligence. 

I  must  entreat  your  Excellency  to  send  the  Warrant  for 
Forage  to  Major  Quackenbush,  as  mention'd  in  my  Letter  as 
soon  as  possible  or  the  inconveniencies  which  will  be  suffer'd 
for  want  of  that  Article  will  be  exceedingly  great. 

Since  writing  this  letter  an  Express  has  arriv'd  from  Schenec- 
tady the  intelligence  you  have  enclos'd. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  and  Kespect  Your  Excellencys  most 
Obdt.  liumb'l  servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

I  sincerelv  thank  vour  Excellencv  for  vour  letter  of  the  25th 
and  give  me  leave  to  con'.natulate  you  upon  the  important  intelli- 
gence— important  to  the  Liberties  of  America,  and  may  I  not 
add  to  those  of  mankind  at  large. 

I  am  &c  

[No.  4101.] 
Governor   Clinton    to   a  Correspondrnt,    rnknoim,   for  Fonrardinfj 

Confirmation   of   the   lit  porta  of  CorniniUis    Surrcndcr—Colond 

WillftCa  Victory. 

Poughkeepsie,  27th  October,  1781. 

Dr.  Sir,    Be  pleased  to  accept  my  warmest  Acknowledgs.  for 

your  Favour  of  yesterday  with  the  Confirmation  of  the  Accounts 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  451 

of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  &  his  Army  &  of  my  Congratu 
lations  on  this  interesting  Event.     It  would  add  to  my  happi- 
ness if  upon  this  Occasion  we  coud  spend  the  day  Together  but 
this   is   a  Pleasure   I   cannot  promise   myself  under   Present 
Circumstances. 

Since  writing  you  Yesterday  a  Report  is  brought  by  a  gentle- 
men immediately  from  Albany  that  on  Wensday  or  Thursday 
last  Colo.  Willet  had  an  Action  with  the  Enemy  at  or  near 
Johnstown.  The  Enemy  consisted  of  about  500  &  Willet  had 
about  an  equal  Number  of  Levies  &  Militia.  The  Particulars 
had  not  arrived  at  Albany  when  the  Gentlemen  left  it,  but  from 
the  General  Tenor  of  the  Information  it  would  appear  that  Wil- 
let kept  the  ground  tho  without  gaining  any  Capital  Advantage. 
He  had  forty  killed  &  Wounded,  took  some  British  Prisoners 
but  the  other  Loss  of  the  Enemy  is  not  mentioned.  If  proper 
Measures  are  taken  at  Saraghtoga  it  will  be  almost  impossible 
for  the  enemy  to  Return  to  Crown  Point  and  I  am  informed  that 
the  Troops  there  were  in  Motion,  I  am 


[No.  4102] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Heath — Colonel  Hay  to  Take  Up  the 
Food  Question — Neivs  From  the  North. 

Poughkeepsie,  Octr.  28,  1781. 
l)r  Sir,  I  am  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  2(51  h  cong.  the 
Extract  of  Genl.  Stark's.  The  moment  Colo.  Hay  arrived  from 
Albany  1  iiit'oniuHl  him  of  your  Distress  Situa(i(Mi  for  \ynnt  of 
Bi'(Nul  iV:  of  the  DepiMuhnuc^  ])ln('(Ml  on  the  speciTu'  supplies  re- 
quired of  this  Stat(*  for  your  Relief  Mud  ur^ecl  in  the  most  press- 
ing Terms,  his  innuediate  and  strcuuous  exertions  for  eol- 
leeting    «.K:    delivering    (he    full    (}uola    :U     the    IMaee    assigned. 
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Ih-  has  pi-()inlsr<l  n  faillil'iil  < 'omplx  aiicc  as  lar  as  il  iiiav  he  "m 
liis  rower  \  to  L;i\t'  voii  a  pari  iciilar  Accoiini  as  well  of  tin* 
Wlioat  iV:  Flour  ln'  lias  now  on  Hand  as  of  liis  fiiniio  rrospccts. 
1  liavo  also  nM|ii('sttHl  him  as  so(»n  as  ho  can  pnr  iho  IJusiiioss 
of  ncroTirv  in  tliis  Qnartor  in  ])ro]>rr  Ti-ini.  lo  wait  npon  yon  at 
vour  (Quarters,  to  sujrj^L'St  snth  ina  iters  as  may  have  come  to 
his  knowU'd;:!'  rospi'ctinjr  the  I'^orajj^i'  consnnied  by  tlie  allied 
army  in  Wostchostor  ronnty  whicii  may  ho  nsefnl  in  the  invosti- 
tration   ^:  scttlomont  (d'  that   intrirato  Business. 

Tho  nnccftainty  of  our  Xorthoin  Intelligoiico  is  most  pcrplox- 
inL'.  Mv  lasj  letter  fi'om  T.ord  Stirling  montioiif;  a  TJcport  bv  tho 
Wav  of  Beniiitrton  of  Iho  Mnemv's  havin<^  landed  in  consider- 
able  Force  at  Ticondero«j:a.  If  this  is  true  then  tli<'y  have  nn 
(b)nbtedly  divided  &  those  mentioned  in  a  former  Arronnt  to 
liave  hnnh'd  at  Crown  Point  are  destined  for  Tryon  County  liy  ;i 
Route  from  tliere  leadini:  West  of  the  Scliroon  Lake  to  Saran- 
da;:a  river  or  Johnstown.     This  was  Sir  Jolm's  Koute  last  June. 

Yesterday  I  received  a  lethr  from  Coh).  \\illet  on  the  su]>ject 
of  liavin^  tlie  levies  under  his  Commaml  mustered.  As  tliese 
Troops  are  much  dispersed  it  will  take  considerable  Time  lo  i>er- 
form  that  Service.  T  liavo  therefore  to  rerpiest  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  L^ve  tin*  n<'ci*Hsaiy  hinciions  respecting  this  matt(»r; 
as  tliese  l{ej;ts.  are  not  r,i  ii^aded  iliey  ha\e  of  course  no  Inspec- 
tor &    therefor*'   cannot    Im-   mnstered    by    the   oidinarv   Otlicer. 

HoI'etof(»re.    the    le\  ies    liaVe    been    mastered    by    one    of    the    lleld 

Dllicers  of  tile  liegt.  \  C«do.  W  ilht   mentioned   .Maj«»r   llilclicock 
as  a  pro|K*r  jhtsou  to  mnsier  his  iV  Major  \';in  r.nns«'liot  t«'n  can 
conveniently  niuater  l'awlin;:s. 
1  am  &ii  &c 
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[No.  4103] 

Loyalty  of  Morris  Hazzard  Suspected — Correspondence  from 
General  Heath  to  Governor  Clinton — From  Governor  Clinton  to 
General  Heath  and  From  Captain  Thompson  to  General  Heath. 

Headquarters,  Continental  village,  October  28,  1781. 

Sir,  The  inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  this  moment  received 
from  captain  Thompson. 

Hazzard  frequently  in  passing  my  quarters,  has  called  upon 
me,  from  an  old  acquaintance  contracted  in  1776,  when  he  was 
A.  D.  Q.  M.,  to  my  division,  which  your  Excellency  will  recollect. 
I  have  of  late  had  some  suspicions  of  him,  but  never  mentioned 
them.  He  lately  passed  into  Jersey  and  called  at  my  quarters 
for  a  pass  which  was  given  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  my 
family.  Lieutenant  Myers,  the  bearer  of  this,  informs  me,  that 
he  thinks  Hazzard  has  some  effects  left  near  Kings-ferry,  and 
that  in  coming  for  them  he  may  be  seized  (which  I  will  direct  it 
to  be  done).  It  is  possible  he  may  have  obtained  permission 
from  governor  Livingston  to  go  into  New  York.  I  submit  the 
matter  to  your  Excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  greatest  respect.  Your  Ex- 
cellency's Most  obedient  Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Hkatii. 

Pokoepsio,  30(li  October  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Receipl  of  \^^\\v  liMtcr  of  the 
28t]i.  Hazard  to  whom  it  rebates  has  lived  in  this  Neighborhood 
from  about  the  beginning  of  177S;  great  part  of  whicli  Time  he 
has  acl(Ml  ns  jui  Assi.  to  ^Ir.  SchiMick  his  l>ro<l)(M'  in  law  in  the 
Commissary's  Depaitnient.     Allho  lie  has  always  sustained  the 
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rliaractor  of  n  W  l»i;r,  1  lunc  never  liad  sullicieiit  reason  to  sus- 
pect liis  Atlacliineiil.  I  never  conid  enlerlain  llie  least  Opinion 
of  hiuisell'  or  liis  coniieei  ions.  His  jiolitical  N'irhie  always 
appeared  to  nie  to  l»e  of  an  easy  son  ».V  inlei'est  to  be  tlie 
Govornin;:  rrineijde  of  liis  l-'ainily.  This  a|i|ieaied  jo  nie  to  be 
liis  reason  foi-  nioxini,^  lo  dersey,  for  wliicli  i'liipose  he  obtained 
n»y  Pass.  I  entertain(^d  a  sus])icion  at  the  time  that  his  object 
in  setllin^^  near  Newark  was  trade,  but  this  coud  not  justify  my 
refusinir  him  a  pass  to  crn  tluM'o,  esperially  as  T  liad  not  tlie  most 
distant  idea  of  his  joininij;  the  enemy,  or  that  he  woud  be  dis- 
posed to  communieate  intelligence  to  them  if  in  his  power.  The 
evidence  however  of  his  havinj^  been  in  New  York  appears  to  be 
so  direet  that  it  will  hardly  admit  of  a  doubt  &  it  is  therefore 
my  opinion  it  woud  be  ])roper  to  secure  him  should  he  be  found 
in  the  vicinity  of  any  of  our  Tosts.  If  he  has  obtained  Governor 
Livinj^ston's  permission  to  go  into  New  York,  which  I  do  not 
believe,  he  will  be  able  to  produce  it  or  at  least  evidence  of  the 
fact  in  his  justification.  If  he  has  left  any  effects  in  the 
neigliburhood  of  Kings  Feri'v  it  is  also  my  opinion  he  onght  not 
to  be  suffered  to  remove  them  till  his  conduct  in  respect  to  his 
having  b(H»n  with  the  enemy  is  properly  inquired  into,  &  I  have 
ordered  the  bearer  Mi*.  Uarclav  to  discover  where  thev  are 
deposit<*(I  and  take  measures  to  prevent  their  removal,  lie  has 
also  my  directions  lo  jirocecd  as  far  as  Newark  to  investigate 
this  business  if  it  shall  be  necessary.  I  have  also  desired  him 
to  call  on  Captain  Thompson  and  obtain  the  aflidavits  of  the 
woman  who  saw  Ila/ard  in  New  York. 

Mrs.  Golden,  wife  of  Cadwalledar  (N)hlen,  who  was  about  tw<» 
years  since  8«iit  within  the  enemy's  lines  for  Toryism,  has  ap- 
plied to  me  for  leave  to  pass  with  her  family  .and  effects  to  New 
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York,  which  will  be  granted  if  you  have  no  objection  to  her 
passing  down  the  river.  If  a  Flagg  should  be  granted  for  this 
purpose  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  conduct  of  it  to  a 
careful  officer,  and  to  forbid  the  least  traffic  that  way  on  board 
on  the  return  of  the  Sloop  except  for  which  my  special  per- 
mission can  be  produced.  I  beg  your  early  answer  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

This  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Sterling,  a  copy 
of  which  with  the  information  referred  I  enclose,  least  you  have 
not  received  later  or  more  particular  Accts  from  that  Quarter. 
I  am  &c.  &c. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  been  favored  with  yours 
of  equal  date.  You  will  find  enclosed  the  latest  Intelligence  1 
have  received  from  the  Northward.  If  any  further  Accounts 
should  arrive  before  Tomorrow  Morning  when  my  Messenger 
will  set  out  with  this,  they  shall  be  transmitted.  It  would  give 
me  great  Pleasure  to  wait  upon  you  Tomorrow  but  the  present 
state  of  my  Business  will  not  permit  me  to  do  my  sell"  iliai 
Honor. 

sir,  Thero  Is  one  Morris  Hazzard  that  has  passed  thro  this  Towu  frequently  with  a 
pass  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  and  latly  moved  to  Newark  by  a  person 
from  New  York.  I  am  inform'd  that  the  said  Morris  Hazzard  was  at  the  Mayor's  Ofllce 
in  New  York*  endeavouring  to  get  protection— and  in  the  hearing  of  the  above  person 
was  told  ho  should  go  &  get  a  recommendation  before  he  could  receive  protection.  I 
inform  you  this  on  account  of  my  hearing  the  said  Morris  Hazzard  say  that  he  fre- 
quented General  Heath's  Quarters. 

With  respect  I  remain  your  Humble.  Sorvt. 

Andrew  Thompson,  Capt.   York  Levies. 
Orangetown,  Octr.  27th,  81. 
Major  General   Heath. 
(Coppy) 

•  

Stale  of  Now  York  I 

Orango  County      * 

Evangel  the  Wife  of  William  Tool,  I'pon  her  oath  before  me  salth  that  she  was  in 
New  York,  yo  23,  24  &  25th  day  of  October  last,  that  about  the  24.  as  near  as  this 
Deponent  can  Hccolect.  she  wn.-^  than  at  the  City  Hall  in  New  York,  and  there  see  a 
Morris  Hazard,  a  person  that  she  before  had  seen  and  knew  him  to  bo  the  same  person, 


*Tho  nflldavit  of  Evangeln  Pool  herewith  subjoined  is  numbered  document  41.W  in  the 
Clinton  MSS  and  for  obvious  reasons  is  transferred  to  document  il«i  to  which  no 
doubt    It    originally    belonged.— State    Histouian. 


♦  •'^^^^  PriiMc   1*aim:i:s  «.i    (ii:(.K<;i:  ri.iNToN. 

•Yho  waM  called  by  thnt  nnme  nnd  bad  before  Boon  hlin  at  CIarkntown  In  Orange  County, 
And  that  hlH  buslnosH  ih.TO  was  with  tho  Mayor.  Mr.  Mathewh,  of  New  York  and 
others  Coniiudls.  to  deliver  himself  up.  and  had  a  Hpokennmn  with  him.  to  thlH  De- 
ponent Unknown,  and  that  he  was  but  cooly  re.d  by  the  Mayor  and  tho  Mayor  said 
thai   ho   must  procure   another   rcconjondatlon. 

Cevangelab  Pool, 
bworu  before  lue  the  Olh  Novr.  1781.     David  Pyo.  Justice. 


[No.  4101.] 

Oovcnwr  Clinton    to  Mr.    l/nlLdr,   Knchtsint/  jlis   l^jcquatur  as 

Consul. 

(Oiuillcd.j 


[No.  4105.] 

(Jorcrnor  Clinton  to  Lord  ^tirluKj  liaiarduKj  Wdrrnnts  for  Forage 
tind  the  Alarms  from  the  Frontiers. 

Octr.  2nili.  17S1. 
Sir,  I  liMvo  had  tlio  honor  of  receivin*^^  voiir  Lordship's  Letters 
of  tho  I'.'lid  \  L'llli  liisi.  I  mil  rxi  rcjiirlv  unlinjijiv  1(»  liiid  lli<' 
Troo])s  under  your  CoiiiiiiaiKl  distressed  for  want  of  Forage 
espeeially  when  il  is  out  of  iny  i'ower  lo  alliud  tiit'iii  Kelief.  The 
emerfrenrv  vV'  .*;iiddon  luovenicnt  of  the  'rro(>j)s  lo  Iho  norlliward 
ahine,  eouhl  liave  jutitified  \\\y  issiiin*::  tlie  impress  Warrants 
jijranted  to  Colo.  IIuj^lis,  as  I  am  altoj^ether  Mnaiillioriz<il  l».v 
Law  to  make  impiocs  for  tlic  ordinary  Supplies  of  ilic  Army. 
I  should,  liowr\«'r,  ima;;iiiu  tiial  as  I  he  Troops  wcro  U-ansi)orU*d 
to  Albany  hy  W'ator  Mhat  thn  extraordinary  XumhcM*  of  Teams 
api»Ii«'d  for  ninhi"  an  iih-a  dial  lh<y  wrir  to  marcli  l»y  land)  can- 
not now  be  wanhd  \  thai  the  Foraj^e  iiupres^id  for  ttiat  S<»rvice 
niny  imu  In*  a|)pli(>d  to  the  uses  mciitiom'd  hy  ymir  Lordship  & 
that  this  will  alTord  a  compi-tent  Sujiply  at  least,  until  the 
i^v.  Mr.  can  procure  more  hy  imrchase.  IJy  the  ICeturns  of  ihe 
State  A  pent  it  appears  tliat  the  full  ipiota  of  Forage  dr'inanded 


lilMiliiilll 


TniXTTY   ("TirRrTr.   Nfw   Yot^k.  17D1. 


I 
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of  this  State  has  already  been  delivered.  Your  Lordship  will 
believe  me  when  I  assure  that  motives  of  personal  Consideration 
as  well  as  a  Desire  to  promote  the  Public  service  would  induce 
me  to  do  every  thing  in  My  Power  to  facilitate  your  Command. 
If  the  former  Acct.  of  the  Enemy's  landing  at  Crown  Point  & 
the  latter  of  their  having  since  landg  at  Ticonderoga  are  both 
true,  I  should  imagine  they  have  divided  their  forces  &  that 
those  who  landed  at  Crown  Point  w411  take  the  route  Sir  John 
did  last  year  on  the  West  side  of  Scharoon  Lake  &  etricke  the 
Settlements  on  the  Mohawk  River  tho,  the  season  appears  to  me 
so  far  advanced  as  to  render  such  an  Enterprise  extremely 
precarious. 

The  Intelligence  of  the  Capture  of  Cornwallis  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  transmitting  your  Lordship,  is  not  yet  confirmed,  nor 
is  it  contradicted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c  &c  &c. 
The  Rt.  honble.  .Alajor  Genl.  Lord  Stirling. 


[No.  410G.] 
Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Wilhit  in  Rei/ard  to  ^fllstering  Levies. 

Poughkeepsie,  Oct.  20th,  1781. 
Sir,  I  liav(^  received  your  favour  of  the  l!l!d  instant.  If  you 
attend  (o  my  l(Ht(n*  of  llie  (Ith  you  will  fnul  I  have  ]>ointed  out 
the  Mode  in  which  the  former  Levies  hav(^  been  mustered  and 
unless  iho  liesoliilion  of  Congress  a  Copy  of  which  1  transmit ((m1 
you  can  be  considered  as  e<stablishing  a  new  Rule  for  conducting 
this  Business,  I  would  advise  that  it  be  performed  (as  hereto- 
fore) by  sucli  of  your  Field  OlVicers  as  you  sliall  judge  best 
(Jualilied  for  the  SerN  ice.  1  am  certainly  not  authorized  by  any 
Law  of  the  State  or  Act   of  Conure^s,  eithei-  alone  or  with  the 
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Coumil  of  Apj>(>intin('iit  to  api)oint  a  Muster  Master.  For  altlio 
I  am  (lirccttd  to  form  the  l/'vies  into  Ke^iineiits  &  witli  the  Ad- 
vice of  the  Council  to  appoint  the  necessary  Ofllcers,  yet  you  will 
readily  jx^rceive  this  does  not  authorize  the  Appointment  of  a 
Cluster  Master  wliose  Duty  is  by  no  means  confined  to  a  Regt. 
nor  can  he  in  any  seiuc  be  considered  as  a  Ke«;imental  Officer. 
Resides,  Congress  have  invariably  &  I  am  informed  for  good 
Reasons,  reserved  to  themselves  those  Appointments. 

It  ai)pears  to  me  most  proper  that  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Department  under  whose  order  the  Levies  are  should 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  Mustering  them  and  I  ehall 
accordingly  write  to  General  Ileath  &  press  his  immediate  atten- 
tion to  this  Subject. 

The  intelligence  of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  &  his  army  on 
the  17th  instant  transmitted  you  by  my  laet  letter,  tho  not  as 
vet  confirmed,  I  flatter  mvself  will  not  be  contradicted. 

I  am  Sic. 

[No.  4107.] 
ratri'l:   lUirlnr   to   (iortiiior  Clinton   (is   to    rropcrti/  of   Benjamin 
f^tnith  and  as  to  His  Ovn  Sons  Who  \\'(  re  Wounded  at  York- 
toun — Governor  Clinton's  Rejdu. 

Ortobor  29th.  1781. 

Dear  Sir.  The  Wlddow  of  Samuel  Fawloa  has  npplycJ  to  me  on  acrount  of  a  fambly 
of  neRrofl  five  In  number,  that  we  tho  Commltloiiars  of  sequestration  soUl  at  Vanduo 
to  Paml.  Fawlp.  In  the  year  77  fliat  had  been  the  property  of  fienjlman  Smith  In  New- 
Burgh.  We  also  sold  all  the  other  Effect.**  that  was  under  our  notlne  the  f>ame  time,  the 
WIddow  tellH  me,  that  Smith  ba«  Beaded  one  of  the  wenches  and  deteanes  her.  and 
alxo  InAlxu  to  have  the  Rent,  an  he  nays  the  I^Kl^^Iature  has  Restored  him  to  hln 
Estate  Doth  real  and  Perxonal.  I  Could  not  think  that  Smith  should  be  so  much 
indulged,  nor  that  the  I^RlHlaturc  would  Lay  us  open  to  tho  troubles  of  Consequence 
must  follow;  I  promised  tho  WIddow  that  I  Would  Inform  my.sclf  If  what  Smith  said 
wan  true,  and  let  her  know  what  she  was  to  Do  as  soon  as  I  Could  have  a  Letter 
from  you. 

I  hope  Sir.  you'l  obliRo  mo  With  you  answr  on  the  above.  I  am  Sorry  to  give  you  the 
trouble  as  I  do  not  know  that  It  Is  your  Business,  nor  Neither  Do  I  know  Whos  Busi- 
ness It  Is  Which  Led  me  to  Trouble  you. 

I  have  not  had  any  account  from  my  sons  for  thre«  months  Pant  that  Is  With  the 
forceses.  If  you  know  any  thing  of  tho  Army's  returning  I  should  bo  glad  you  Would 
mention  it 

I  am  With  Esteem  your  Huml.  S«rt  Whilst  I  live. 
Oouvemor  Clinton 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  459 

Governor  Clinton  to  Patrick  Barber. 

Pokeepsie  9th  Novr.  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  It  is  some  da^^s  since  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of 
the  29th  of  last  month  and  you  should  have  had  an  immediate 
answer  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  have  given  you  a  satisfac- 
tory one.  I  never  missed  an  Opportunity  of  inquiring  for  your 
sons  among  my  other  Friends  at  Camp  but  untill  yesterday 
Evening  I  could  obtain  no  certain  Account  of  them.  I  was  told 
indeed  they  were  slightly  wounded  but  that  was  all  I  could  learn. 
Yesterday  evening  Colo.  Hamilton  who  was  immediately  from 
Yorktown  called  upon  me,  who  assured  me  that  tho  the  Accounts 
of  their  being  wounded  was  true,  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  the  wounds  they  received.  The  Colo's  was  a  slight  touch 
of  a  Bayonet  in  his  Lips,  the  Major's  was  by  a  Cannon  Ball  that 
grsuBed  his  side  &  took  out  some  flesh  &  tho'  a  very  narrow  es- 
cape it  does  not  prove  a  dangerous  Wound.  With  respect  to 
Benjm.  Smith,  1  believe  the  Legislature  has  never  done  any  thing 
to  restore  him  his  Estate.  The  question  then  will  l>o  whether 
he  has  ever  forfeited  it  &  this  I  am  by  no  means  able  to  Answer 
as  depends  upon  Facts  concerning  which  I  am  uninformed.  Pray 
present  my  best  respects  to  your  Fa m illy  &  believe  me  &c  &c. 


[No.  4108] 
General  Ucath  to  Governor  Clinton   \\  itJi  a  AO/c  for  Colonel  A. 
Pawling  as  to  Muslcring  and  In^pcctin^  Jiis  l\r(iit)icnt — Gov- 
ernor Clinton's  Dircclions  to  i>oloncl  I*inrlin<i. 

Head  iiiiarters  ConliiuMiial  viliaLic,  (><•(.  :*().  17S1. 
Sir,     Not  knowiiin  where  cohtiu'l   Taw  liiiu   is  at    present.  I  iv- 
quest  your  lCx,cell<Mi('y   will   have   the   -ioodness   to  diiuM't    the  en- 
closed letter  and  cause  it  to  be  forwarded  by  tho  first  opportu- 
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nifv,     The    IctltT  is  mi    ihr  siiI»j«mI    nt    imishM-in;;   :iimI    iiisjicct  iiii; 

tln'  i*r«;iiiu'ii(. 

1  hav<'  the  hoinn*  to  Ik>  With  <Irr;it   rcsjtcct.  \i)\\y  KxccWcucy^s 

Most  obodient  s<'iv;iiii, 

W  .    IIcallL 
His  I^X('('II(*n(\v  rjovornor  ( 'Union. 

The  Governor's  Secretary  to  Cof.onel  Albert  Pawling. 

Sir.  I  ;ini  dinMi^'d  hv  liis  lOxcellonrv  ilio  Govr.  lo  forward  to 
voii  the  incloscMl  J^cLlcr  Iroin  <l«'id.  Ilralii  on  llio  sultjr'rt  of  niius- 
tcrinjr  tlio  Ivovios  under  yonr  Oonnnand  and  to  inform  yo\i  tliat 
additional  Jvcvies  fninisJMMl  \\\  \]\v  Mililia  Ii4';^ls.  of  I'lstrr  ^: 
Oi*ange  in  pnrsuanrc  id"  iiis  l^xcelioucy's  orders  of  iM  May  last 
commanded  hy  Yeoman's  »S:c  as  well  as  those  of  ihelale  Levies 
as  are  em|)loye<l  on  ihr  I'ron tiers  of  rist<'r  »S:  ( )ran<j:e  ai-e  to  be 
muslenMl  as  belongin^^  to  yonr  iiogt.  (Inard  at  (he;  Alarm  Gnu 
at  this  lMa<e  consist in;r  <>f  J>  Seriil.  &  Coiiion^al  ^:  tw<dve  Privat«\s 
must  not  be  ()niitt<Ml.  I  Uiiow  not  to  what  ('«HM|»aiiy  ihry  h^hmg. 
1)111  Major  \'an  i'.unlsliol  ten  can  inform  yon.  I  retnrn  yon  yoni* 
commissions  uiih  ihc  |»ro|M'i-  r<'rt  ili<at<'s  (•n(lors<'(l. 

I   am  N:r  &•<•. 


[No.  4101).] 
Kcziah  Toicnscnd's  Letter  Relative  to  Oht(iini)nj  Ihr  IJfJrcts  from 

New  York. 

Goabcn,  October  yc  30ib,        8L 
'       r  Sir,     AfUr  roriKratnluting  you  on  thn  Lnte  Victory  gnin'd  over  tbe  DritiHh:  and 
i'.    your    Exrcllenry    Every    Follrlty    that    attondH  n   I'erson    In    thiH   Life— I    [beg] 
I,.  ruore  to  Adc!ro«g  you - 

Mer  Informed  luv  that  you  wai<  kind  enousb  to  Promlne  tbat  I  nbould  be 
Indulged  wltb  a  rermll  and  Protection  to  HrlnK  out  my  Property  from  New  York,  and 
aa  I  bave  tblji  nioment  t>ern  Informed  tbat  Mrs.  Coldcn  Is  IndulK'd  wltb  a  Water  Flag 
to  go  down  to  New  York,  I  bope  your  Rxcelleocy  will  be  no  good  as  to  Send  my  penult 
by  tbe  Bemrmr.  tbat  I  may  ro  Down  and  return  with  my  Property  In  the  Flag  that 
Ooe«  from  N«w  Windsor:  aa  I  am  Very  anxious  to  go,  as  I  am  Sensible  tbat  some 
oCr  tbos«  Persons  tbat  Is  Indebted  to  me  will  I^eave  New  York.  If  It.H  Likely  to  be 
BMelged:   wblcb    I    bope   Itt    may   and   Itt  will   be    Extremely    Hard   that   my    Children 
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should  lose  whats  there  Lawfull  [theirs];  as  an  Inclement  season  off  the  year  Is 
advancing  fast,  and  I  find  my  Constitution  much  Impaired:  I  shall  Ever  Esteem  itt 
as  a  mark  off  your  Excellencys  favour  if  you  will  Immediately  Indulge  me  with  the 
above  request.  I  shall  Expect  to  hear  by  the  Bearer,  or  Mr.  Wisner,  whether  I  am 
indulged  to  go  with  the  Flag  or  not— and  am  In  the  Interim  with  Due  respect  Your 
Most  Obedt.  Humbl. 


[No.  4110.] 

Governor   Clinton  to   Colonel   Van  Schaick  Announcing   That  the 
Lattefs  Memorial  Has  Been  Laid  Before  the  Legislature. 

Poughkeepsie,  31st  October,  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  25th  Instant  inclosing 
your  Memorial*  which  agreable  to  your  Request  was  immedi- 
ately laid  before  the  Legislature.  From  the  Disposition  I  have 
Invariably  discovered  in  your  Behalf,  you  have  the  best  As- 
surance of  my  Concurrence  in  any  proper  Measures  for  obtain- 
ing you  the  Justice  you  claim. 

I  am,  Sir,  With  i&c. 


[No.  4111.] 

General  Gansevoort  Forwards  to  the  Governor  a  Letter  from  Lord 
Stirling  Announcing  That  the  Enemy  Are  Moving  Southward  from 
Lake  George. 

Albany,  31st  October,  1781.     One  O'Clock  A.  M. 

Sir,  The  Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  this  moment  received 
by  express  from  Saratoga.  No  time  shall  be  lost  in  complying 
with  My  Lord's  requisition. 

Your  Excellency  has  doubtless  been  informed  of  an  Action 
Colonel  Willett  having  had  with  the  enemy  at  John's  town  in 
Tryon  County,  the  particulars  of  which  have  not  yet  come  to 
hand;  the  last  Accounts  from  that  Quarter  is  that  the  Colonel 

•  See  document  4094,   page  440. 


4^2  Public  Paticrs  of  Gkorge  Clinton. 

li;hl  Drawn  five  days  provisions  for  liis  ^fcn  at  Fori  Hcikimcr  & 
is  still  in  jxTsiict  of  tlu^  I^ikmhv  and  in  all  ]H'()l)al>ility  will  <;ive 
a  good  ac't'ounl  of  llicin. 

I  am  Your  Kxcellencvs  Most  Obt.  TTuin.  Srrvl. 
His  Kxc'ollency  Governour  Clinton. 


Gbnehal  Stirling  to  General  Gansevoort. 

Saratoga,  31st  Octr.,  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  By  Intolligence  Just  received  I  think  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  Enemy  being  in  force  on  T^ke  George  and  mov- 
ing this  way;  I  must  therefore  Desire  you  will  put  all  such  of 
your  Militia  at^  have  not  yet  moved  in  Immediate  motion  and 
bring  them  up  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible,  furnished  with 
five  or  Six  Days  provisions; 

I  am  Your  most  Hum,  Servt.  Stirling,  M.  G. 

Brigadier  General  Gansevoort. 
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[No.  4112.] 

TROUBLES  OF  A  QUARTERMASTER. 

Colonel  Udny  Hay  Outlines  to  the  Governor  the  Points  of  Differences 

Between  His  Department,   the  Quartermaster   General  and   the 

World  at  Large. 

Pouglikeepsie,  Octr.  31st,  1781. 

Sir,  Enclosed  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your 
Excellency's  perusal,  my  Returns  up  to  the  first  of  this  Month, 
with  an  account  Current  in  Cash  betwixt  the  United  States  & 
this  State  on  Account  of  Specific  Supplies,  and  shall  attend  at 
such  Time  and  place  as  you  are  pleased  to  order,  for  explaining 
any  part  thereof  your  Excellency  may  think  proper  to  require. 

In  the  course  of  my  Business  since  the  last  Meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  I  have  made  several  Observations  which  I  now  take 
the  Liberty  of  mentioning  in  as  brief  a  Manner  as  I  possible 
can;  and  if  it  is  thought  proper  I  should  have  the  Honour  of 
a  personal  hearing  either  by  Your  Excellency,  or  a  Committee 
of  the  Legislature,  shall  then  point  out  more  fully  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  me  to  make  them. 

1st  By  the  present  Tax  in  paper  Currencys  those  who  granted 
Supplies  to  the  State  on  the  Agents  Certificates,  and  pay  them 
for  the  Tax,  give  at  least  twice  as  much  Value  for  the  same 
nominal  Sum  as  others  do,  who  granted  no  Supplies  in  that  way. 

2dly  Previous  to  the  repeal  of  the  Tender  Law,  the  Agent 
obtained  considerable  quantities  of  Flour  and  other  Articles, 
partly  by  Impress,  partly  by  voluntary  Purchase,  yet  unpaid 
for,  and  there  is  no  provision  by  Law  which  enables  him  to  allow 
at  present  for  such  Flour  or  other  Articles  more  than  the  then 
stipulated  Prices,  though  the  Money  in  which  he  luusi  pay  is 
not  nearly  of  the  same  Value  as  at  the  Time  such  Impress  or 
Purchase  was  made.  ^ 
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.'Ully  Ac<  1Nh)|)1o  in  «::('noral  liav(»  been  \vd  to  brlU've  tliat  the 
Agent's  ( '«  it  ilicatcs  aiv  not  dosip^nM  to  ho  rcdcHMiiod  in  any  other 
way  but  by  Taxes,  a  Law  explaining;  the  real  Design  of  them 
wonil  probably  be  very  beneficial. 

4thly  As  I  have  not  yet  got  Returns  from  all  tin'  Supervisors 
of  the  Tax  Lists,  upon  which  tlie  last  Tax  for  \Vheat  \t^  founded, 
and  as  the  expeuce  of  warning  the  l*eo|)le  of  the  C^uautity  each 
Person  is  assessed,  in  the  way  the  Law  at  present  direct3,  ie  very 
exj)ensive,  perhaps  the  Ix^gislature  may  think  proj)er  to  adopt 
some  other  Mode,  attended  with  much  le^s  Cost,  and  equally 
efficacious. 

5thly  There  is  a  considerable  part  of  Albany  and  Tryon  Coun- 
ties in  which  the  Wheat  Tax  cannot  at  present  be  regularly 
collected,  though  in  the  last  of  these  Counties,  I  believe  more 
lias  been  obtained  by  purchase  and  Impress  than  their  Tax 
would  amount  to. 

Gthly  As  many  Persons  who  have  been  assessed  Wheat  or 
Flour,  and  have  delivered  it  either  to  the  Public  Commissarietj 
or  Millers,  whose  Receipts  they  are  possessed  of,  have  not  brot. 
in  these  Receipts,  wou'd  not  a  Law  excluding  them  from  Pay- 
ment after  a  certain  l*eriod  be  both  just  ^:  beneficial  as  1  cannot 
possibly  close  my  Accounts  till  all  those  Receipts  are  lirst 
got  in. 

iLhly  As  1  cannuL  make  a  liiial  scuiemenl  wilh  all  my  Assiet- 
auts  till  I  am  possess'd  of  all  the  Certificates  they  have  coun- 
tersign'd,  is  it  not  neceesary  to  pass  a  Law,  desiring  the  Treas- 
urer to  give  me  up  all  the  Agents'  Certificates,  which  have  come 
into  his  hands  by  Taxes,  taking  my  Rect.  for  the  Amount  sixjci- 
fled  therein,  ^the  Interest  excluded.) 

8thly  Tliougli  I  have  wrote  frequently  and  pressingly  to  the 
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Deputy  Qr.  Master  &  Commissaries  within  this  State,  requesting 
they  would  Appoint  a  Time  and  Place  where  I  should  Attend 
for  delivering  to  them  the  many  Vouchers  I  had  from  their  As- 
sistants &c.,  and  take  their  General  Eeceipt  for  the  same,  that  I 
might  bring  the  Accounts  of  the  State  under  my  direction  into 
a  narrower  Compass,  as  well  as  into  a  plain  and  easy  System, 
I  have  been  able  to  accomplish  my  wish  on  that  Subject  but  in 
a  very  small  degree,  nor  do  I  think  I  shall,  till  Congress  give 
their  Officers  positive  Instructions  to  comply  with  my  request, 
declaring  the  Nature  of  the  Vouchers  they  are  to  esteem  valid. 

9thly  The  present  situation  of  the  dispute  betwixt  the  Quarter 
Mr.  Genl.  of  the  United  States  and  the  Agent  of  this  State  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Forage  used  by  the  Army  this  Campaign  in 
Weet  Chester  County,  with  the  resolve  of  Congress  thereon, 
will,  I  humbly  conceive,  render  it  necessary  for  the  Legislature 
to  take  that  whole  matter  under  their  consideration. 

lOthly  Wou'd  it  be  proper  to  grant  a  farther  Day  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  residue  of  the  Lands  purchased  by  John  Williams, 
Esqr.  and  sundry  other  Persons,  which  was  to  have  been  paid 
for  by  Agent's  certificates,  provided  they  did  at  a  short  Period, 
make  the  whole  of  that  payment  in.  Beef  only? 

11th  By  an  Act  of  1st  July,  I  was  authorised  to  purchase  for 

Money  at  the  Current  prices;  as  the  Act  did  not  appear  to  me 

to  imply  a  positive  Order  to  purchase  all  I  could  and  as  by  the 

depreciation  of  the  Money  it  was  plain  the  State  was  a  great 

loser  by  such  Purchases.     I  have  made  none  in  that  way  but 

what  I  thought  absolutely  necessary  &  should  therefore  wish  to 

know  whether  the  Legislature  approved  of  my  Conduct  in  that 

respect,  or  if  it  is  their  pleasure  I  purcliase  whatever  I  can,  at 

the  Current  prices  of  the  Country. 
30 
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rjth  As  all  (lie  Hour  which  can  now  be  expoctod  to  bo  obtained 
Ly  any  Assos*;nicnt,  or  Tax  hitherto  laid,  will  Ix'  but  Irillin;;  in 
comparison  of  what  will  soon  be  wanted,  shon'd  it  be  jn-oposed 
to  procnre  any  more  either  of  that  Article*  or  Forage  in  the 
same  way,  permit  me  to  lunt  the  advantage  that  wou'd  arise 
from  laying  that  Tax  this  present  Session  of  the  T.egislature, 
because,  if  deferred  lill  another,  the  Koads  will  begin  to  break 
up  before  tlie  P(*o])le  can  have  proper  notice  of  wliat  each  is  to 
deliver,  and  soon  after  the  Koads  get  passable  the  Farmer  will 
be  busily  employ'd  in  sowing  his  Seed,  and  before  that  necessary 
part  of  his  Business  is  compleated,  there  will  be  found  many, 
especially  of  the  poorer  sort,  who  will  have  disposed  of  What- 
ever of  these  Articles  they  had  to  spare,  and  will  not  be  able 
without  the  greatest  distress,  to  pay  either  in  them  or  in  Money. 
In  addition  to  the  above  observations,  which  in  a  great  Measure 
came  officially  under  my  Notice,  permit  me  to  mention  to  your 
Excellency  the  extreme  Misery  to  which  many  valuable  Subjects 
of  this  State  are  reduced,  not  only  by  a  Non  payment,  but  even 
from  a  non  settlement  of  the  l)ebtf>  due  them  from  the  Quarter 
Master's  and  Commissary's  Department  while  the  State  itself 
is  so  far  from  reaping  any  advantage  from  this  Credit  given 
the  Public,  that  every  Person  of  common  Observation  must 
see,  it  is  not  only  an  almost  unsurmountable  Obstacle  in  the 
colleclion  of  ihe  necessary  Taxes,  but  by  a  conliuualion  of  ihese 
Accounts  in  their  present  unsettled  State,  an  elTectual  oj)ening 
is  given  for  the  most  enormous  frauds  and  N'illainies  by  forged 
or  false  Vouchers,  which  it  will  be  very  ditlicult  to  contradict 
or  even  discover,  when  the  persons  whose  Vouchers  are  thus 
presented  caunol  be  brought  on  the  spot,  or  ihe  Transactions 
upon  which  they  are  founded,  must  have  escaped  their  memory: 
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besides  which,  the  delaying  the  settlement  of  these  Accounts 
is  an  Act  of  the  severest  Cruelty  upon  every  Officer  who  has 
faithfully  served  his  Country  in  either  of  these  Departments, 
and  stands  in  the  Gap  betwixt  the  United  States  and  their  much 
injured  Creditors,  my  long  aquaintance  with  one  of  these  De- 
jjartments  occasions  my  writing  with  a  Degree  of  assurance,  as 
to  facts  which  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  forgive. 

I  shall  only  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  be  indulged  with  one  Observa- 
tion more,  which  is,  that  if  the  State  wou'd  take  upon  itself,  the 
Settlement  of  these  Accounts  (provided  Congress  will  not  do  it 
within  a  certain  Day)  and  order  at  same  time  State  Certificates 
upon  a  good  Fund,  to  be  issued  in  lieu  of  the  present  Specie 
Certificates  given  by  the  Public  Officers,  to  all  such  Subjects 
of  the  State  as  chuse  to  receive  the  same,  it  would  not  only 
give  the  State  an  opportunity  of  proving  in  an  incontestible 
way,  the  proportion  of  the  Expences  they  have  borne  in  the 
general  Cause,  but  by  laying  Taxes  payable  in  Certificates  only 
or  hard  Cash,  oblige  the  disaffected,  in  whose  hands  scarce  any 
of  these  Certificates  now  lay,  to  buy  them  from  the  well  affected 
at  a  price  nearly  perhaps  altogether  equal  to  their  nominal 
Value. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  much  Respect,  Your  Excellency's 
Most  Obedt.  humble  Servt. 

P.  S.     By  sundry  Accounts  very  lately  reed.  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve, unless  some  Specie  can  be  got  to  purchase  Flour  Casks, 
it  would  be  an  advantage  to  permit  a  part  of  the  \\  heat  to  be 
sold  for  that  purpose. 
Governor  Clinton. 


408  Public  PArEus  of  Oeorob  Clinton. 

[No.  111.3.] 
Janus  ilainiltou  yuniitrs  His  (hirvafurs  to  Governor  Clinton. 

May  It  please  your  Excellency,  I  was  at  your  Mouho  YeKterday  In  order  to  acquaint 
you  of  my  Grievances  In  respect  o(  ihoni  Catllo  Taken  from  Mr.  Law.  The  Atlo. 
Genl.  recooimonded  It  to  me  to  go  and  Settle  with  him,  which  wou'd  be  entirely  Con- 
trary to  the  Commissary  Oonls.  orders,  and  If  I  did  It  very  like  It  must  be  all  at  my 
own  suit.  He  tells  me  an  Execution  must  be  Granted  against  me,  which  I  think  Is 
very  hard.  I  have  but  a  little  small  place  and  If  Its  Taken  from  me,  for  my  faithful 
Services  to  the  Public  instead  of  pay  I  am  ill  rewarded. 

I  then  acted  under  your  Direction,  therefore  I  hope  you  wont  let  me  be  the  sufferer. 
Relying  on  you   to   Direct  the  Atto.  Genl.   how  he  shall  Act  so  as  that  I  may  not  be 
Distressed.    In  hopes  that  you  are  better,  I  am  May  it  please  your  Exc.  your  mt.  obt. 
and  Mt   Hble.  Servt 
George  Clinton  Esqr.    Governor  &c.  &c.  &c. 


[No.  4114.] 

General  Ilrath  to  Governor  Clinton  as  to  a  Flag  to  Convey  Mrs. 
Cadiralnder  Cold  en  to  Wew  York. 

Head  quarters.  Continental  village,  Nov.  1, 1781. 

Sir,  Yesterday  I  was  honored  with  yours  of  the  30tli  ultimo, 
respecting  Mr.  llazzard.  The  gentleman  you  have  entrusted 
with  the  business,  will,  I  am  confident,  conduct  it  properly. 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  intelligence  from  the  North- 
ward.    Pray  a  continuance  of  the  favor. 

I  have  not  the  leaet  objection  to  Mrs.  Colden^s  going  to  New 
York  by  water,  if  it  be  your  Excellency's  wish.  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  master  of  the  vessel  be  a  trusty  person.  He 
must  obtain  permission  from  general  McDougall  to  pase  West 
point.  If  I  remain  here  until  the  vessel  comes  down,  she  will 
come  to  at  Peniart's  landing,  where  the  master  will  apply  to  me, 
when  a  flag  under  the  conduct  of  a  careful  oflicer,  and  with  the 
restriction  you  are  pleased  to  mention,  shall  be  granted,  and 
prescribed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  Iw  with  the  highesl  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servant. 
Ilis  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4115.] 

Petition  of  Arnold  Ecynohl.s  for  I*finh)n. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  411G.] 

Petition  of  Gideon  Baker  for  Pardon. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4117.] 

Petition  of  Casey  Eldridge  for  Pardon. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4118.] 
Cash  Quotas  of  the  States  for  the  Year  1182 — New  York's  Share 

$373,598. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled:    October  30th,  1781. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  respective  States  be  called  upon  to  furnish  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  with  their  quotas  of  Eight  Millions  of  Dollars  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  Civil  List  the  ensuing  Year,  to  be  paid  quarterly  in  equal  proportions,  the 
first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

RESOLVED,  That  a  Committee  consisting  of  a  Member  from  each  State  be  appointed 
to  apportion  to  the  Several  States  the  quotas  of  the  above  Sum. 

November  2d,    ITSl. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  sum  of  Eight  Millions  of  Dollars  required  to  be  raised  by 
the  Resolution  of  the  thirti«>tli  day  of  October  last,  be  paid  by  the  States  in  the 
following  proportion: 

New    Hampshire  373.598 

Massachusetts  1,307,596 

Rhode    Island  21G.G84 

Connecticut  747,196 

New  York  373,598 

New   Jersey  485,679 

Pennsylvania  1,120,794 

Delaware  112.085 

Maryland  933.996 

Virginia  1.307.594 

North  Carolina  622,677 

South  Carolina  373.598 

Georgia  24.905 


Dollars    SMXV\0(X) 


That  the  said  sums  whon  paiil  shall  \h'  irtnlitod  to  tlio  AiHOunts  of  the  Several  States 
on  interest,  to  be  hereafter  adjiistod  agreeably  to  the  Reaolutions  of  the  6th  of  October 
1779. 
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Thivi  certificates  which  mny  be  Klvcn  by  tho  Quarter  Mnator  General  or  other  OfBcers 
properly  authorised  to  give  them,  for  supplies  that  shall  hereafter  be  furnished  shall  be 
accepted  In  payment  of  tho  aforonnld  sums. 

That  such  cerllflcatoa  for  Supplies  heretofore  furnished,  shall  bo  accepted  from  the 
Stato8  produciiiK  them.   In  payment   of   what  imiy   bo  due  on   former  requisitions. 

KKS()LVKI>.  That  It  be  reionwnended  to  the  Several  StutoH  to  Iny  taxes  for  raising 
their  Quota  of  money  for  the  United  States,  separate  from  those  laid  for  their  own 
particular  use.  and  to  pass  Art.s  dlre<-tinB  the  Collo<'tor.s  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Loan  Office,  or  such  other  Person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  finance  to  receive  the  same  within  the  State,  and  to  authorise  such 
receiver  to  recover  the  monies  of  the  Collectors  for  the  use  of  tho  United  States.  In 
the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  State  taxes  are  recovered  by  the 
Treasurers  of  the  respective  Stiites.  to  be  subject  only  to  tho  order  of  Congress,  or  the 
Superlnteudant  of  Finance. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Cbas.  Thomson,  Secy. 


[No.  4111)] 
John  Moylan,  Clothier  (Jencral,  Jxcporls  to  Governor  Clinton  That 
He  Has  Succeeded  in  Puttinij  the  Clothing  in  Motion  for  the 
Troops. 

IJoston,  Novr.  1781. 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  to  addivss  your  Kxtx^llenoy  from  New- 
bury on  ihe  siibjecL  ul"  my  l!!rraii(l  lo  this  phu'C.  I  hn\«'  iioav  tho 
Pleasure  to  inform  yon  that,  aft  or  a  iXinu]  deal  of  'I'ronhh'  & 
Diniculty,  1  haAr  at  hist  Ihmmi  (Mial)hMl  to  jmt  the  chKhing  in 
Motion.  This  State  has  generously  provided  for  ilic  I'x|K»nse  of 
transporting  it  as  far  as  l-'islikili,  wliere  it  will  arrive  on  the 
l^til,  -Otii  c^  -."jtii  Inst,  from  ihenee,  Sir,  I  chiellv  relv  on  vour 
Kxertions  for  the  means  of  jiushing  it  forward  to  IMiihidelphia 
the  place  of  it8  Destination.  The  Winter  is  a|>proa(liing  fast, 
&  this  parcel  of  Clothing  is  our  only  n'sount^  f<M'  Covering  under 
the  Inelenieney  of  liiat  rigorous  Stsison  tlH>s4>  brave  fellows  n\  ho 
have  lately  l\lntitle(l  thenis4*lves  in  si)  partiiailar  a  manner,  to 
Every  mark  of  .\t  tent  ion  we  can  shew  tln-m  motives.  I  dan*  sjiy 
fully  Hullirirnt  to  Int«*n's|  yoiir  lixcellen<y  warmly  in  their 
Ik»half.  1  liave,  therefon*.  r«i|in'st«'d  Colonel  Hughes  lo  apply 
for    youi'    Asttistiince,    confident    that   every    h<'li»    that    yon    can 
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afford  him,  will  be  given  to  the  dispatch  of  this  necessary  piece 
of  business. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  Congratulate  you  most  heartily  on  the 
late  glorious  Events  to  the  Southward  w'ch.  have  added  so  much 
Lustre  to  the  American  Arms,  &  which  shoud  for  Ever  bedear 
the  Name  of  a  Frenchman  to  this  Country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect  &  Esteam, 
Yr.  Excellency's  most  obedt.  Hble.  Servt. 
His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


17J  Pri-iif  Papers  of  Oeorcjb  Ci/INTON. 

[No.  4120.] 
DKFi:\'l'(M'  M  A.TOIJ  KOSS  A  T  .!<  )IT\J=;0\  TTATJ.. 

Colotul  Willi  tt  ronranis  His  h^rport     Death  of  thr  lirutal  Walter 

liuthr. 

Fort  Rensselaer,  2inl,  November  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  just  returned  from  a  most  faliirninc:  pnrsnit 
of  tlie  Knemy  and  tlio  it  lias  nol  hccn  in  my  j)Owei*  lo  lake  er  kill 
tlie  wliole  of  I  lie  Detachment  llial  lately  made  tlieir  Appearance 
in  this  Quarter,  yet  I  Hatter  myself  they  are  very  little  better 
olT  As  thosc^  that  are  not  amonfi:  the  killed  and  taken,  are  in  a 
famishing'  situation  scattered  throughout  the  Wilderness  on  the 
rout  to  r.nck  Island  Avher<'  any  of  them  that  may  arrive  will 
have  tales  of  Horror  only  to  Relate.  After  the  AtTair  at  Johns- 
town, which  happened  on  tlie  2r)th  ultimo,  and  which  would  at 
once  have  proved  fatal  to  them  had  the  Ri^ht  Winjr  of  the 
small  number  of  Troops  I  had  en«,^a«;ed,  behaved  half  as  well  as 
the  left,  the  enemy  took  in  ihr  wilderness  and  tindinu-  it  nut 
of  their  l*ower  to  ]>ass  us  so  as  to  get  to  the  Oneida  creek 
wiiere  they  liad  hft  their  Roats,  they  Directed  their  Rout 
towar<ls  Ruck  Island  keeping:  far  bark  in  the  Wilderness;  This 
Determined  me  to  cut  aertiss  from  the  German  Fhitts  in  order 
to  Intercept  them  on  that  T\out.  Accoi-dinLrly  on  the  eveninc: 
oi  the  2Sth,  havin;:  furnished  near  UMi  mm  and  sixty  Indians 
who  liad  just  jrdned  nie  with  four  days  and  a  half  I'i'ovisions, 
which  was  all  I  (  oiild  j>rornre.  i  ('rossed  the  M<diawk  from  Fort 
Herkimer  and   IneanijMd  in  the  NN'oods. 

The  20th  we  marched  North  ujiwaids  of  Twenty  miles  in  a 
snow  storm,  and  nt  Kijrlit  oclock  A.  .M.  of  the  .?t)th  we  fell  in 
with  the  enemy,  wh(»  without  makin*:  any  K»  sislanre  worth 
nientioninj^  lied  from   tiiat   time,  until!  ni^ht;  \\<-  piiisiu  d   them 
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as  Closely  and  warmly  as  Possible.  Nor  did  they  ever  attempt  to 
Check  us  in  our  Advance  Except  at  one  Difficult  ford  in  Canada 
Creek,  where  they  lost  several  of  their  men.  Amongst  those 
killed  at  that  Place  was  Walter  Butler,  the  Person  who  com- 
manded the  Massacre  at  Cherry  Valley  in  November  1778.  He 
was  called  Major,  but  by  the  Commission  found  in  his  Pocket 
appears  to  be  no  more  than  a  Captain. 

A  Number  of  Prisoners  have  been  taken  and  many  were  killed 
in  our  Intercourse  with  those  Gentry. 

To  Pursue  them  any  farther  was  thought  Improper;  many  of 
the  Troops  as  Well  as  the  Indians  had  laid  aside  their  Blankets 
and  Provisions  in  order  to  pursue  with  Greater  ease.  And  in 
the  evening  we  found  ourselves  at  least  Twenty  miles  from 
those  packs.  The  woods  was  strewed  with  the  packs  of  the 
Enemy;  Provision  they  had  none.  The  few  horses  they  had 
amongst  them  when  first  we  fell  in  with  them,  they  were  obliged 
to  leave;  except  five,  which  were  sent  a  Considerable  way  in 
front,  with  some  of  their  Wounded  and  a  few  Prisoners.  Their 
flight  was  performed  in  an  Indian  file  upon  a  Conslnni  Irott, 
and  one  man's  being  Knocked  in  the  head  or  falling  otT  into  the 
woods  never  stoped  the  Progress  of  his  Neighbour,  not  even  the 
fall  of  their  favourite  Butler,  could  attract  their  aitention  so 
much  as  to  Induce  them  to  take  even  the  Money  or  anything 
Else  out  of  his  Pocket,  altho  he  was  not  Dead  wIku  f(Mind  by 
one  of  our  Indians,  who  finished  his  business  for  liiui  and  got  a 
Considerable  Booty. 

Strange  as  i(  may  npjx'nr,  yd  i(  is  tru(\  thai  noi  withstanding 
the  Enemy  had  been  four  days  wilh  only  half  a  pound  of  horse 
fi(*sh  for  (^ach  man  ])vv  day.  yet  they  did  not  hall  fiM^ni  the  time 
we  began  (o  Tursue  (hem  unlill  iliey  had  Proceeded  more  than 
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tliirtv  iiiiU's:  (and  tlicv  Coiitinunl  ihcir  Koiit  ii  Coiisitlcrabk'  part 
of  tlic  iiiirlit)  —  In  this  Situation  to  tin*  Compassion  of  a  starving: 
^^'ihU'^n(^ss,  wc  l«f(  (lu  in  in  a  fair  way  of  licccivinjjj  a  I'unish- 
incnt  bt'ttcr  suit«'(l  m  ihcir  Mcrii  liian  a  nins(|n<'|  l»a]l.  a  Toma- 
hawk or  ( 'ajii  i\  ii y. 

The  onoiny  wvvo  Coinmandcd  hy  a  Major  Koss,  formerly  Cap- 
tain of  the  L^ranadicrs  of  the  Thirtv-fourth  lvc'«;t.  and  were  com- 
posd  of  the  folh)winLr  T^etachments: 

Eif^'hth  Kejrt.  25  Men 

Thirty-fourth  do  100    do 

Eighty-fourth  do  30    do 

Sir  Jno.  Johnson's  Corps  120    do 

Butler's  Corps  150    do 

Lake's  Corps  40    do 

Yawger's  Corps  12    do 

Indians  130    do 


Total GOT 

I  am  sure  the  loss  of  the  Enemy  must  be  great.  It  is,  however, 
out  of  my  power  to  assertain  it.  The  man  who  sent  such  a  fine 
Detachment  of  Troops  upon  such  a  Paltry  Business  when  they 
Bet  urn,  will  be  best  able  to  say  how  great  their  loss  has  been 
and  to  him  1  leave  it.  T'jiwards  of  Fifty  Prisoners  are  Beturned 
to  me  to  be  taken.  Their  Killed  is  by  no  means  Trilling  and 
many,  very  many,  must  be  scattered  about  the  Wilderness 
almost  sure  of  Perishing  there. 

1  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  an  JO.xact  Kdurn  of  our 
Killed  and  Wounded  but  from  my  Present  Accounts  we  must 
have  liad  in  the  whole  about  Ten  Killed  and  Thirty  Wounded. 
Captain     *     *     *     of  my  Begt.  of  I^evies  is  Missing.     I'imhi  the 
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whole  tho.  I  think  the  affair  might  have  turned  out  better,  yet 
it  is  a  most  Capital  stroke  in  favour  of  the  County  of  Tryon. 
A  full  Conviction  that  I  have  omitted  nothing  in  my  Power  to 
make  it  as  Capital  as  it  could  Possible  be  follows  me.  Was  I 
disposed  to  find  fault  I  think  I  have  cause  to  do  it  the  calling 
away  Major  Logan  with  those  two  Companies  under  his  Com- 
mand from  Johnstown  by  General  Stark,  has  undoubtedly  been 
an  Essential  Injury  to  us;  such  an  Addition  to  our  strength  at 
Johnstown  must  have  assured  us  a  most  Compleat  victory  at 
that  Place  and  the  Calling  of  those  Troops  from  this  Quarter 
to  a  part  w(h)ere  they  have  the  whole  Eastern  world  at  hand 
to  Reinforce  them,  appeared  to  me  as  unaccountable  at  that 
time  as  it  has  Proved  Injurious  since. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and 
very  Humble  Servt. 
Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4121.] 

General  Ten  Broccic  to  Governor  Clinton  Touching  Complications 
That  Followed  Courts  Martial. 

Albany,  2d  Noyenibor,  ITSl. 
Sir,  Last  November  I  appointed  Lt.  Colo.  Wendell,  President 
of  a  General  Court  Martial  to  tr}-  all  Delinquents  in  Collos. 
Schuyler's  and  Cuyler's  Regiments — On  the  Twenty  third  De- 
cember I  adjourned  the  Court  untill  the  Sixth  February;  this  I 
was  induced  to  do  at  the  Solicitations  of  several  of  the  Field 
ollicers,  wlio  were  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  (ienl.  Pardon,  either 
from  your  Kxcellency  or  Ww  Lcgislaliirc*:  you  will  nMolliH't.  Sir, 
that  while  you  was  \wve  last  Winter  during  the  selling  of  the 
Legislature,  I  several  times  mentioned  this  Matter  to  you.     By 
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two  or  tlii-«'r  snbs(M]ii(Mit  (>r<lrrs.  llio  rourls  ^y('^('  fiii'llicr  jid- 
jounnd  miiill  ilir  'riiiid  I);iv  ti\'  A|>iil;  before  llic  \\vt<{  Adjourii- 
iin'iit,  iioarlv  .ill  tlio  1  >(']iii(ni('iiis  in  Colonel  Cnyler's  Kcj^hntMit 
were  tri'<l  innl  reported  lo  me  on  the  Fonrlli  .Innnnrv.  I  ap- 
ju-oved  of  all  Itnt  a  few  Sentences,  hui  did  not  issne  the  Orders 
iintill  I  was  satislied  that  no  (Jenl.  I'ardon  wonld  be  had; 
Colonid  Cnyler  insists  Hint  lie  (]id  not  reeeive  tlie  Sentences  con- 
fii'iiied  by  nie  and  the  ()rd<'is  lo  |iiil  llie  same  into  immediate 
Execntion  mil  ill  afief  my  Kesi^nalioii  and  therefore,  thinks  liini- 
t^elf  not  oblij^ed  to  observe  Them  and  has  md  ])nt  a  sin;j:le  Sen- 
tence into  Execution  and  still  declines  doinji:  it;  Genl.  Gause- 
voort  also  declinc^s  doinjj:  any  thin^  in  it. 

Colonel  \\'end(dl  infornies  me  that  he  has  Two  or  Three  Writs 
on  him  already  and  <'\pects  more  fi*om  the  olTicers  forming  the 
Court  and  from  cdliers,  for  Kxpences  incurred  by  the  Court;  I, 
thei'efore,  recpiest  your  Kxccdiency's  Interposition  and  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  issue  such  orders  as  the  Case  retpiires. 

Witli     jrreat     Esteem     I     remain    Yours     Excidlency's     most 
Obedient  Servt. 
Ilis  Excellency  George  Clinton. 


[No.  4122.] 
The  Gonrnor  Onlvrs  Provisions   to   Fort  Schui/hr  Before  Winter 

Sets  In. 

Pokeepsie,  Novr.  LM,  1781. 

Sir,  As  tlie  Water  ronimunication  to  Vmi  S<huyler  will  very 
soon  U'  iuieriiii'ied  by  ice,  and  W  ••isseuiei's  iie^it.  is  wait';^  at 
Rchcnoctndy  to  .  >.  ..rt  up  n  Supply  of  Provisions  for  that  Cinr- 
rison,  I  Iiave  to  entreat  iliat  no  Means  in  your  Power  may  be  left 
unessayed  that  a  sutT't.  Quantity  may  be  collected  iS:  forwarded 
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before  the  Frost  sets  in.  The  consequence  of  a  failure  will  cer- 
tainly be  the  abandonment  of  the  Garrison  in  the  course  of  the 
Winter.  Let,  therefore,  no  possible  Exertions  be  wanting  for 
immediate  execution  of  this  necessary  Business. 

I  am  &c 
Udny  Hay,  Esqr. 
In  his  absence  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  &  Richd.  Lush,  Esqr. 


[No.  4123.] 

Orders  From  Governor  Clinton  to  General  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  to 
March  His  Brigade  to  Saratoga  Without  Delay. 

Poughkeepsie  Novr.  2nd,  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  this  moment  reed  a  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling  in- 
forming me  that  the  Enemy  were  crossing  Lake  George  in  force 
&  that  he  had  ordered  your  Brigade  to  reinforce  the  Troops  to 
the  northward.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  3'ou  will  not 
suffer  the  least  Delay  but  collect  &  march  your  Brigade  to  join 
his  Lordship  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

I  am  &c  &c  &c 
Brig.  Genl.  Rensselaer 


[No.  4124.] 

John  Younylovc  of  Camhridgc  to  Governor  Clinton — Suggesting  an 
Association  to  Resist  the  Plans  of  the  Vcrmonters. 

Cambridjjo.  2(1  Novomr.  IT^t. 

Sir.  A(  Ihc  Kcquost  of  scvcriil  Inlmhilants  of  llio  l>ls(rlct  t)f  ('jimbrkl.m\  I  li.ivo  Ivon 
Tr^M'd  to  Sii;:(>sl  tho  rroprlaty  of  Obtaining;  from  your  Kxi-cllonoy  a  rroolamation 
OnloriiiK  under  such  Mod»>s.  as  will  l)o  most  IOllgt*l)lo  an  Association  of  tho  Inhabitants 
In  our  Ucvoitod  Tarts  of  tlio  Stnto. 

A  Sclu'om  of  this  kind.  1  lliiltcr  niysoif  would  W  I'roducliv*'  of  (iood  I'lTocts  :  sovi«ral 
of  those  who  have  talvon  I'lirt  wlih  Vermont.  I  nm  lVrsua«b^l  will  .loyn  tbosothor  with 
those  whom  we  can  Depend  on.  Maye  in  all  1-ikeleliood  form  a  l\»nneetlon  so  fi>r- 
madable  as  will  set  Aside  the  Plans  of  those  Secret  I>esl;:nlnR  Men  of  Involving  our 
(\)ntery  in  the  farther  Caliamities  of  War. 

I  am  with  Respect  your  Excellency  Moat  Obt.  Ilumblo  Sorvt. 
Ills  I'xcellency  tJeo.  (."'linton. 


478  ruHLic  Paters  of  George  Clinton. 

[No.  4120.] 

General  i^tirlintj  Dismisses  the  Militid  Willi  a  Congratulatory  Order 

— A'o  Trouble  Kjpeeted  from  the  Xorlh — The  Condition  of  the 

Frontier. 

Saratoj^a,  November  3r(l,  1781. 

l>ear  Sir,  I  had  (lie  Honor  to  receive  your  Excellencie's  T^et- 
ter  of  the  liDlh  on  the  lirst  instant;  «S:  a  conlirniation  of  the 
Glorious  New8  of  th(^  Surrender*  of  th(^  Karl  of  Cormvallis  with 
all  the  Force  under  his  Command,  to  our  Illustrious  Commander 
in  Chief  on  the  10th,  an  event  that  has  few  parrallels  in  History: 
and  of  the  hij^hest  imi)ortance  in  the  scale  of  this  War;  one  of 
its  probable  conseiiuencrs  will  bo  the  Establishment  of  this  In- 
(lepen<lant  Empire  acknowlodjxed  by  Great  liritain  and  all  the 
Maritime  powers  in  llurope;  and  I  do,  most  sincerely  conj^ratu- 
late  you  on  it.  \\  <•  h;id  il  announced  here  by  fourteen  Cannon, 
the  last  in  Compliment  to  our  Friends  in  Vermont,  who  have 
with  ;;r».'at  alertness  joined  us  to  repel  the  attempts  of  our  com- 
mon Enemy. 

Considering'  the  advanced  season  of  the  year;  the  lat(^  heavy 
Ha  ins,  which  have  swolen  the  Rivers,  so  as  to  render  every  Ford 
impassabh',  the  piobability  of  the  Lakes  soon  beinj]:  rendered  nn 
navijrable  by  the  Ice,  to^^^etln'r  with  ilic  last  intelli«rence  from 
Iho  J.ak**« — wlii-  h  was,  that  on  Thursday  last,  tln're  was  not  the 
least  appearance  of  nn  Enemy  on  this  side  the  narrows  of  T>ake 
George,  &  but  a  frw  at  Tii  tmderoga,  1  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  there  is  im  hmi^er  any  dan;.;er  df  tln'  Mnt-mies  invadeinj; 
this  Country  in  Force  &  conseciuently  tlien*  is  not  any  necessity 
of  keeping  the  Militia  longer  in  the  Field.  This  opinion  induced 
nie  this  morning  tu  ta!  <•  ''••  Si-ntinicnts  of  G<!i.  Srhuyler,  Gen- 
eral  Stark,   and   all    iIm*   ulher  (jeneral   Oflictis   \    onhrrs  com- 
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manding  Brigades,  on  the  subject,  and  finding  they  all  agreed 
with  me  in  opinion,  I  issued  the  orders  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
Copy. 

I  have  no  intelligence  from  Colonel  Willet  since  the  28th  when 
he  was  preparing  to  pursue  the  Enemy.  I  am  exceeding 
Anxious  to  hear  the  result  of  it. 

I  have  advised  General  Stark  to  errect  two  enclosed  Redoubts 
on  certain  Heights  at  this  place  in  order  to  cover  the  Barracks 
from  a  surprise — this  is  become  the  more  necessary  from  the 
apprehension  of  the  Enemies  establishing  a  post  at  Ticonderoga 
in  which  case  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  that  the  two  Xew  Hamp- 
shire Regiments  remain  at  this  place,  and  Tupper*s  at  Albany — 
they  can  all  be  commodiously  covered.  Some  troops  will  be 
necessary  on  the  Mohawks  River  when  the  term  of  Enlistment 

of  Col.  Willet's  Corps  is  expired. 

Albany,  November  G,  17S1. 

I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Willet  since  his  return 
from  pursuing  the  enemy — he  pushed  them  seven  or  eight  miles 
beyond  Canada  Creek;  before  his  arrival  at  that  place  he  fell  in 
with  about  40  of  the  party  who  were  in  the  rear,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure provisions  which  he  instantly  dispersed — at  the  Creek  he 
came  up  with  iheir  renr  and  instantly  attacked  th(MU.  Major 
AYalter  Bulkn*  and  a  number  of  others  fell — he  mentions  in  his 
letter  that  he  had  sent  an  exact  return  of  the  Enemie's  strength 
&c  «S:c  whirh  by  some  mistake  never  canu^  to  hand,  thai  I  am  at 
present  unable  to  give  you  liuiher  particulars.  The  situation  in 
which  (N)lon('l  \\\\\vi  left  the  EncMuy  in  the  Wihlcrm^ss  without 
any  kind  of  provisions  seven  or  Ij.uIH  Pays  Marcli  from  any  j)ost 
or  Country  wlicre  they  could  W  supplicul.  nnIII  amount  to  the 
same  in  my  opinion  as  a  total  defeat.     Colonel  Willett  through 
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this  whole  ;ilV;iir  smiis  In  h:i\c  Jiclcd  Ihr  part  of  m   N'i^'ihnit,  jH'il- 

(h'lii,  ('X[n'ririirM  (  Mlicrr,  \  alllio   the   Ijhuiv   linallv  ovadcd   liis 

|»ui*t<ui(,  liis  Condncl  was  such  as  iiiiisi  rcMccI  (he  lii^host  honor 

upon  liis  Military  Charnctor. 

1    have   ihc  honor  lu  be   Voiir  Kxcelleucies  Most  Obedient  & 

llunildi*  SiM'vnnt 

Stirling. 
His  Exeelly.  (Jovr.  Clinton. 

General  SriRi.TN(;'.s  Order  of  Tcvm  mendation. 

Ilcadiinaricrs  Saratoga  Xovonihor  I^rd,  1781. 

The  advanrod  season  of  I  lie  vcai*.  tlic  late  li('a\v  l^iins,  to- 
gotluT  with  the  last  Intelligence  recel\ed  from  the  l^'^rontiers, 
renders  it  very  inijiroliable  that  the  Mneniv  will  attempt  any 
further  in<'ursions  into  this  Country  diirein;;  this  Campaign; — 
Major  General  Lord  Stirling,  therefore,  takes  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  ridieve  the  Malitia  from  the  severe  service  they 
liave  necessarily  been  engaged  in;  he  recjuests  thorn  to  accept 
his  wainiest  thanks  for  the  readiness  and  spirit  which  Ilrigadier 
General  Starks  assures  him  I  hey  have  re]M'at('<lly  shewn  in  h'ave- 
ing  tlieir  peaceful  homes  to  partake  in  the  hardships  &  dangers 
of  War,  in  repelling  the  atidiipis  of  an  invading  Enemy,  a  be- 
haviour which  will  ever  i)rove  the  higliest  security  to  their  Lib- 
erty &  proi>c»rty.  lie  di'.sirii>  the  Cununanding  Ollicers  of  Regi- 
ments may  March  them  into  their  respective  districts  iK:  dismiss 
them  with  the  fullest  appr<d)a  t  i(»n  of  their  Conduct. 

The  (leneral  with  great  satisfaction  takes  this  o]»i>ortunity  to 
thank  (Jeneral  Stark  for  his  attcniioti  to  the  motions  of  the 
Enemy,  and  the  prudent  and  spirited  measures  he  lias  taken  to 
render  their  di*signs  abortive,  he  also  with  phasure  returns  his 
tlianks  to  all  the  Oflicers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Aiiny  for  thrir 
Btoady  and  pro[MT  behavioui  nn  tiiis  occasi'jn. 
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[No.  4126.] 

Colonel  Allison  to  Governor  Clinton  in  Regard  to  Money  Advanced 

for  the  Relief  of  Prisoners. 

Goshen,  3d  Novr.  1781. 

Sir,  In  order  to  be  able  to  present  you  with  a  fair  ac't.  of  the  advances  of  Cash  and 
orders  your  Excellencj'  was  kind  Enough  to  afford  for  the  Releaf  of  the  Prisoners  of 
this  State  with  the  Enemy,  I  called  on  Colo.  McClaghry  on  My  Way  from  Poughkeepsie 
as  some  of  the  Receipts  for  Money  with  which  we  were  jointly  Interested,  lay  with  him, 
but  as  he  could  not  Conveniently  find  them,  I  have  Endeavoured  to  Lay  before  you, 
a  fair  State  of  Such  as  I  am  possessed  of.  With  the  Vouchers  indors'd,  one  of  which 
was  taken  on  bord  the  Prison  Ships,  and  although  the  Money  Came  Very  timeously 
to  us,  yet  our  Situation  Did  Not  admit  of  the  Recept  being  taken  as  far  as  I  could 
wish.  Those,  with  Colo.  McClaghry,  I  Expect,  will  be  handed  you  with  this;  the  whole 
I  hope  will  be  found  Elligeble,  and  the  Differant  Distributions  we  Made  of  the  Money 
Meet  with  your  Excellencys  Approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  Due  Respect  your  Excellencys  Most  Obedt.   and  Very 

Humble  Servt. 

Wm.  Allison. 
His  Excellency 

George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

P.  S.  I  have  Inclosed  for  your  amusement  a  Representation  and  Petition*  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Kings  County  as  will  appear  from  the  Thing  itself,  but  to  Do  Justice 
to  the  Inhabitants,  I  must  Observe  that  I  firmly  beleive  they  Never  had  any  Meeting, 
or  by  any  other  Means  authorized  or  Impowered  Any  person  in  the  Different  Towns  to 
sign  such  an  Instrument  in  behalf  of  the  Whole,  as  set  forth  at  botom.  But  that  it 
was  Fabricated  by  Colo.  Axtill  and  push'd  a  Considerable  Length  Until  it  came  to  New 
Utrecht  where  it  Meet  with  opposition  and  fell  through,  which  Occasioned  some  warm 
words  between  Mr.  Axtell  and  Nicholas  [paper  destroyed]  a  Number  of  the  signers 
were  freinds  to  government  &  hartily  concur'd  in  the  Measure. 

W    A 
the  Date  was  omited  but  It  was  in  1778  the  petition  was  propogated. 


[No.  4127.] 
Colonel  Willctt  Files  With  the  Governor  the  List  of  Casualties  at 
Johnson  Hall,  Together  With  His  Order  of  Congratulation  to  His 
Troops. 

Fort  Ronselaor,  4th  Novr.  81. 

Dear  Sir,  I  indose  yon  a  list  of  our  killed,  wouiuUhI  and  Miss- 
ing in  the  late  Encounters  we  have  had  with  the  oniMuy.  I  like- 
wise send  a  Copy  of  Orders  I  have  distributed  in  Consequence  of 
those  successes  Intended  as  a  Stimalis  for  an  hereafter.  These 
orders  will  help  to  exhibit  to  your  excellency  the  Conduct  of  the 
different  Classes  of  men  we  had  upon  this  Occasion. 

I  have  Just  reed  Your  Excellencies  favor  of  the  20th  nit.  And 
am  really  fearful!,  that  for  want  of  havlii.i,^  our  men  Mustered, 
we  shall  never  have  it  in  our  power  to  draw  pay. 

•Not  found. 

31 
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I  liavr  Ihc  honor  to  be*  yonr  Kxci'llcnrios  most  olxdiml  J<:  Very 
huinb.  Servt. 
His  Excellency  Govr.  riinton. 

A  R<'tnrn  of  the  killed,  wonndrd  niul  niissin;,'  in  llic  Action  of 
tli«'  -."itli  riiiiiu)  at  .lohnsiown.  York  Lovii-s  kilk-il,  one  Lit'U- 
tennnt,  Six  l^ulk  and  File;  ^^'onndod,  four;  Missinjr,  One  Cap- 
tain, tlirce  Kank  and  File;  Massacluisits  Levies,  wounded  One 
Major,  One  Captain,  One  Lieutenant,  Five  Rank  and  file;  Militia 
killed,  five  rank  and  File;  Wounded  one  Lieutenant  Eleven  R. 
[rank]  &  tile;  Missinjj:  One  Lieutenant. 

Killed  in  the  ])nrsnif  the  HOth  intinio,  one  Man  beloni^inp:  to  the 
Artillery. 

Total  Killed,  one  lieutenant,  twelve  Rank  and  File;  Wounded, 
One  >Lnjor,  One  Captain,  One  Lieutenant,  twent^'  Rank  and  File; 
— Missin;j:,  On(^  Captain,  One  Lieutenant,  tliree  Rank  and  File. 
Besides  the  above  their  were  about  a  Dozen  of  the  Inhal)itants 
made  Prisoners  at  their  Places  of  Residence  in  the  Night  before 
the  Day  of  the  Action  at  Johnstown,  some  of  whom  afterwards 
made  their  Escape. 

\.  15.  Wo  have  taken  about  f>0  Prisoners;  the  nund)er  of  the 
<'n«'nii<'s  KilhMl  and  lost  in  the  \\'ild<'rness  we  leave  for  them  to 
Count  :    we  AW,  very  sure  tiny  are  Considerable. 

COLOXKI,     Wn.LKTT    CoM  I'M  M  K.NTS    THK    TlU'oi-s     i\      His    Co:MMANn 

IN  General  Oudehs. 

Fort  Rensselaer,  2nd  November  1781. 
Tryon  County  Orders: 

Colonel  Willett  presents  his  thanks  to  Major  Kowly  and  the 

Onicers  and  Soldiers  under  bis  command  for  their  Services  since 

they  have  been  upon  this  frontier,  and  Especially  to  those  few 

troops  of  this  Corps  who  were  with  Major  Rowley  in  the  Action 
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of  the  25th  Ultimo  at  Johnstown,  whose  Bravery  Demands  Par- 
ticular Acknowledgments. 

The  Companies  of  Captains  Marsh,  Clark  and  Hecocks  are 
discharged,  as  the  time  for  which  they  were  engaged  is  Expired. 

The  Officers  Commanding  those  Companies  will  see  that  the 
men  deliver  their  Ammunition  to  the  Commissary  of  Ordnance 
at  Fort  Rensselaer. 

Particular  thanks  are  given  to  the  Militia  of  this  County  for 
their  Alertness  in  Turning  out  to  Oppose  the  Enemy  in  their 
late  Incursion  upon  these  frontiers.  Colonel  Willett  feels 
happy,  whilst  he  is  Compelled  in  the  strongest  terms  to  testify 
his  Approbation  of  the  behaviour  of  those  few  brave  men 
amongst  them  which  Composed  a  part  of  the  left  wing  that  so 
Nobly  fought  and  Repulsed  the  Enemy  in  the  Action  of  the  25th 
Ultimo  at  Johnstown,  it  gives  him  Particular  Pleasure  to 
Acknowledge  his  Obligations  to  those  few  Choice  Souls  who 
went  out  with  him  into  the  Wilderness  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy. 
To  the  men  of  Colonel  Bellinger's  Regt.  Commanded  by  the 
Colonel  himself,  to  the  men  of  Colonel  Clyde's  Regt.  Commanded 
by  Major  Copeman,  to  tlie  men  of  Colonel  Clock's  Regt.  Com- 
manded by  Captain  Backbrend,  to  the  men  of  Colonel  Visscher's 
Regt.  Commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  Veder,  and  to  those  few  Militia 
from  Schenectady  Commanded  by  Captain  Fonda. 

The  success  that  has  Attended  this  march  must  be  a  sutVicient 
Compensation  for  their  Great  Toil,  and  (he  Consequences  very 
Beneficial  to  (liese  frontiers.  The  Spirit  that  has  been  Exhib- 
ited upon  this  Occasion  must  Convince  the  Enemy  that  these 
are  People  not  to  be  Trilled  with,  nnd  will  rndoubtedly  danip 
that  Dirty  spirit  of  Enterprize  that  can  hiwc  nothing  but  the 
Destruction  of  Individuals  for  its  Object. 
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The  Particular  attention  fxvoixt  l^ilif^onco  and  manly  Deport- 
ment of  Andrew  Finck,  Esijiiire  tliroiij;^h  the  whole  of  this  AlTair 
(who  performed  the  service  of  Hrij^ade  Major)  merits  everything 
that  ean  be  said  in  his  praise.  He  is  Requested  to  Accept  of 
this  Sincere  Acknowledirment  of  his  Services. 

The  Patience  and  Fortitude  that  has  Discovered  itself  in  the 
officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  TAMies  throughout  the  w^hole  of  this 
fatigue  does  them  great  Honor.  And  the  few  Artillery  men, 
under  the  Command  of  Capt.  Moody  with  the  Rest  of  his  OfTicers, 
who  Voluntarily  became  Musqueteers  that  they  might  partici- 
pate in  these  Toils,  merits  Particular  Applause. 


[No.  4128.] 

Dominic  J.   Daniel   Gros  Congratulates   Governor  Clinton  on  the 
Surrender  of  Cormcallia  and  for  Colonel  WilletVs  Victory. 

Albany,  this  5th  of  Nov.  1781. 

Fir.  Plcape  to  permit  me  heartily  to  congratulate  you  on  the  happy  Success  where- 
with It  has  pleased  allml(?hty  God  to  bless  the  American  Cause  by  delivering  Into  our 
Hands  the  famous  Lord  Cornwallis  with  his  whole  Army;  and  to  accept  my  Sincere 
Wishes  for  Such  additional  Blessings  of  the  Lord  upon  the  further  Operations  of  our 
Armies  and  those  of  our  Allies  by  Sea  and  Land,  as  will  macko  our  haughty  Enemies 
think  of  a  speedy  closing  of  the  horrible  Scene  of  Slaughter  and  Rapine,  and  of  accept- 
ing terms  of  Peace,  which  may  be  both  honorable  to  the  United  States  of  North 
America  and  a  lasting  Inheritance  to  the  Posterity  of  the  brave  Inhabitants  thereof. 
While  I  Joyfully  reflect  on  the  Several  Victories  of  Col.  Wlllet.  the  downfall  of  the 
bloody  Butler,  I  must  lament,  that  having  been  Indisposed  for  two  Months  past  I  was 
prevented  from  sharing  In  the  honor  of  thorn.  That  the  Lord  may  bless  your  Excel- 
lenrys  Person,  dear  Family  and  arduous  Administration,  with  every  Blessing  Is  the 
constant  Prayer  of  Sir,  Your  Exrellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant, 
To  hia  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esqr. 


[No.  1120.] 

Letter  from  i^eth  Smith  and  Others  of  Urattlchnro  to  Goi^ernor 
Clinton  in  Rcjard  to  Affairs  in  \nr  Hampshire  Grants. 

May  it  Pleas  your  Kxrelency,  we  the  Committee  of  those  Towns 

that  have  subscribed  our  names  to  your  Excelenry  think  it  fit  to 

make  Known  to  you  the  great  Deficulty  we  Tyeighbour  under  of 

Publiekly  Manifesting  our  Di.^^approbation  of  the  foreas'd  Bases 
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of  Government  by  Reason  of  some  persons  in  Authority  Threat- 
ning  that  if  any  should  subscribe  such  a  Paper  as  we  have  sent  to 
your  Excelency  they  shall  be  committed  to  Goal.  There  is  vast 
numbers  that  hold  to  your  State  and  Likewise  to  Congress  that 
dare  not  Act  through  fear.  We  have  Directed  Lent.  Smith  to  Act 
for  us  under  the  Direction  of  your  Excelency  as  you  in  your  Wis- 
dom shall  Direct,  We  Refer  you  for  a  more  Particular  Account  to 
the  Bearer  hereof  Leut't.  Israel  Smith;  we  subscribe  ourselves 
your  Excelency^s  most  Obedient  and  Humble  Servants 

Brattleborough  Novem'r.  5th,  1781. 

Seth  Smith 

Elijah  Prouty 

Daniel  Shepardson 

Hezekiah  Stowel. 


[No.  4130.] 
(See  Document  4103,  page  455.) 


[No.  4131.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Heath — As  to  Iinpress  of  Hogs,  Cattle^ 
Forage  in  Westchester  County  hy  a  Regular  Force. 

Pokeepsie,  6th  Novr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,   The  difficulty  of  procuring  a  competent  Supply  of 

Meat  for  the  Troops  stationed  on  the  Frontiers  in  the  ordinary 

Mode  as  well  as  a  Desire  of  preventing  the  supplies  to  the 

Enemy,  having  induced  the  Legislature  to  direct  an  immediate 

Impress  of  all  the  Fatt  Swine  &c  below  the  American  Lines  in 

West  Chester  County  over  and  above  what  mav  be  barelv  snffi- 

cient  to  subsist  the  Inhabitants,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 

be  pleased  to  countenance  the  Business  by  ordering  such  regular 

force  as  you  shall  deem  necessary  as  a  covering  Party  on  this 

Occasion.    The  Propriety  of  the  Measure  &  the  Knowledge  I 
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have  of  voiir  Disposition  render  it  iinnecossary  for  mo  to  add 
an.v  Thin;:  l<>  indiiro  a  < 'oinpI,\ ancc.  The  Tr()oi)s  stationed  on 
llie  Frontiers  are  under  ihe  Direction  of  tlie  ('(unniander  in  Cinef 
and  r<)n;;ress  liave  iiiLra^ed  to  sid)sist  tlieni,  tliev  are  interested  in 
this  l)usiness.  1  have  taken  liie  Liberty  to  inclose  an  ()r(h*r  for 
tlie  Militia  of  the  County  to  assist  in  this  l>usiness  &  if  you  shall 
deem  their  aid  necessary  &  for  this  ruipose  have  put  them  under 
your  Diivction.  Colo.  Hay,  the  State  Agt.  is  also  directed  to 
impi-ess  the  Surplus  Forage  in  that  Quarter  for  the  use  of  your 
Army. 

Chief  eTustiee  Morris  from  Claverack  wliich  Place  he  left  the 
day  before  yesterday,  informs  me  that  the  Militia  of  that  Neigh- 
bourhood are  ret'd  from  the  Northward  &  report  that  the  Enemy 
who  were  at  Ticonderoga  did  not  exceed  400,  and  no  appearances 
to  Justify  the  idea  of  their  taking  a  iM-rnianent  Post  at  that 
Place,  that  ('(do  \\  illet  had  relnrnrd  from  his  jmrsnit  of  tlie 
British  under  Major  Koss,  had  taken  in  the  whole  about  70  pris- 
oners &  killed  &  Scalpt  Young  Bulhr.  These  are  my  last  tho' 
not  oflicial  Accts.  from  that  Quarter.     1  am  &c. 


[No.  4i:}2.] 

Robert  Liiimjston  to  Governor  Clinton — Losses  at  Yorktoicn — The 
Governor  'I'rdnsmits  \('irs  o/'  Colontl  \\'illitt\s  Victory  at  John- 
son Hall. 

ethNovr.  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  1  enclose  you  a  Lic^t  of  Prisoners,  Stores  wVc  taken  at 
York*.  Coll:  lljiniillon  leaves  me  no  time  to  add  anything,  but 
my  deHJre  to  hear  from  yon  what  jKisses  in  onr  State. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  With  great  regard  iV  e8tei»m   ^'our  Most  Obt. 

Humble  Kervt 

Kob.  K.  Livingston. 


*  Not  found.  ...^^.muiLd 
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Dr.  Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letters  of  22  ult  &  6th  Inst 
and  tho  a  late  Hour  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  Capture 
of  L'd  Cornwallis  &  the  army  he  commanded. 

The  Enemys  Attempts  to  the  Northward  have  not,  contrary 
to  my  Expectations,  ended  in  a  mere  Matter  of  Amusements.  I 
do  not  believe  that  there  has  been  more  than  400  of  them  if  any, 
at  Ticonderoga,  and  no  design  of  fortifying  them  there,  tho  re- 
peated Accounts  to  that  Purpose  from  the  Grants.  On  the 
Western  Frontier,  a  Major  Ross  with  upwards  of  600  of  the  Ene- 
my made  his  first  appearance  at  Warrens  Bush  where  he  de- 
stroyed 20  or  25  Houses.  On  his  Return  he  was  attacked  at 
Johnstown,  by  Colo.  Willott  with  an  inferior  Force*  who  re- 
mained in  Possession  of  the  Field  with  40  Prisoners,  chiefly 
British.  Major  Ross  then  retreated  with  Rapidity  but  was  over- 
taken at  Canadfl  Creek  by  Colo.  Willett,  who  cut  off  a  Part  of 
his  Rear,  among  whom  Major  Walter  Butler  fell  a  sacrifice  to 
the  Oneidas.  There  is  the  highest  Probability  that  the 
Remainder  of  the  Part}^,  extremely  fatigued  and  almost  desti- 
tute of  Provision  and  having  before  them  a  great  extent  of 
Wilderness  will  never  be  able  to  reach  their  Boats. 

Nothing  has  passed  the  Legislature  which  wo'd.  at  present 
engage  Your  attention.     As  usual  tho'  some  of  the  most  iiu])ort- 
ant  Business  is  still  incoaiplete;  they  Daily  lalk  of  Adjourning 
and  I  sup})0se  will  rise  early  in  [he  ensuing  week. 
Pokeepsie  Novr.  11,  ITSL 

[No.  nx).] 

Vohmii    Wilhf!    Inform.^  (iovcnior   Clinf.on    Uc  \Voul(i  TTavc  Done 
JiiUcr  Had   If  is  Scouts  linn   .][orc  Mtjilant. 

Fort  Rensselaer  Tili  Xovb.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,    Last  evening  1  lind  llu>  Pleasure  of  a  Iciter  from 

General  Heath  Couvering  one  for  Major  Hitchcock  requesting 
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him  lo  liiileitaUi'  ihe  Muslfrin^^  of  our  Trooi)s.  This  IcttcT  I 
shall  imiiicdiatrly  send  down  to  Major  Hitchcock  and  hope  I 
shall  ^r'we  your  Excellency  no  farther  trouble  upon  that  Subject. 

By  the  best  Accounts  I  can  Collect  the  Enemy  did  not  Destroy 
quite  three  Thousand  bushels  of  Wheat  on  their  late  visit  at 
Warrens  Hush.  And  what  they  did  destroy  was  much  the  Great- 
est i)art  of  i.  the  Property  of  Disaffected  persons. 

Wretched  Indeed  has  been  the  Exploit  of  Major  Ross  with  his 
fine  Detachment. 

The  trouble  I  have  had  since  I  have  been  in  this  Quarter  in 
keeping  out  Proper  Scouts,  is  Inconceivable  and  had  the  scouts 
have  done  their  Duty  that  I  had  out  wliile  the  Enemy  were  on 
their  way  to  these  frontiers,  we  should  have  had  advice  of  their 
Approach  before  there  arrival,  in  which  case  I  am  well  convinced 
they  would  not  been  able  to  have  struck  any  of  our  Settlements. 

As  it  is,  However,  the  Injury  they  have  done  is  by  no  means 
Great. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellencies  Most  Obedient  & 
very  Hum:  Servt. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  41;M.] 
General  Heath  to  (loninor  Clinton  as  to  /'o/ayr  ///   Wcstehfiiter. 
Head  (juarters,  Continental  village,  Nov.  7,  1781. 
Sir,    I  was  this  day  honored  with  yours  of  the  Gth  inclosing 
ropy  of  an  order  to   the  colonels  of  militia  in   West  Chester 
county. 

I  will  with  j)ieaburu  order  a  detacliiacnt  of  regular  iioojis  to 
cover  the  people  who  may  be  sent  to  drive  the  hogs,  and  collect 
the  forage  from  West  Chester  count}'.     I  do  nol,  however,  iin 
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agine  the  number  to  be  so  considerable  as  many  seem  to  appre- 
hend. It  will,  I  am  apprehensive,  be  a  piece  of  business  a  little 
critical.  It  is  going  through  so  many  hands  that  the  enemy  will 
undoubtedly  get  knowledge  of  it.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  having 
returned,  and  his  troops  being  at  present  on  board  the  trans- 
ports, may  possibly  attempt  to  counteract  the  plan.  It  will  be 
inadviseable  to  go  so  low,  or  continue  so  long  as  we  might  have 
done  had  he  not  returned.  And  it  will  be  necessary  that  what- 
ever is  done  be  done  with  great  dispatch.  Colonel  Hay's  plan 
should  be  well  digested,  and  perfectly  understood  by  those  who 
he  intends  shall  execute  it.  Nothing  is  to  be  expected  of  the 
regular  troops,  but  that  they  will  cover  the  people  who  are  to 
collect  and  drive  off  the  hogs,  &c. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  of  the  good  fortune  of  colonel  Willet — 
thank  your  Excellency  for  a  communication  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4135.] 
General  Ueath  Writes  Sceptically  of  the  Quakers  to  Governor  Clinton. 
Headquarters,  Continental  Village,  Nov.  7,  1781. 
Sir,  Several  of  the  people  called  Quakeits  some  time  since,  as 
they  say,  came  from  Long  Island,  have  been  into  the  country, 
and  yesterday  were  returning,  were  stopped  by  the  officer  on  the 
lines  and  sent  up  to  me.  Colonel  Hughes,  who  was  at  my  i]uar- 
ters  when  they  came,  knew  one  of  tlieni,  a  Mr.  Kicknian,  who, 
he  says,  was  always  reputed  a  dicsalTected  person  in  New  York. 
These  people  always  express  inucli  inolTensiveness,  and  that  they 
do  not  meddle  with  politics;  but  I  have  known  some  o{  them  to 
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collrrt  v(M*v  ir^od  intclliircnce — if  tlH\v  will  do  it  on  ono  f^ide, 
they  will  on  the  other.  However,  not  knowin«j;  what  has  been 
the  mode  with  this  sort  of  people,  I  have  sent  them  to  your 
Excellency.  Tliey  own  tliat  they  sometime  since  a])i>lied  to  Gen- 
eral Washinjxton  for  leave  to  come  over  from  Long  Island  to 
tlu^  main,  and  that  he  refused  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  \\"\{\i  th<'  highest  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lencies Most  obedient  Servant. 
Hifi  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  i\m.] 

James  Duanc  is  Hopeful  that  Sir  Hennf  Clinton  May  Be  Forced  to 

Surrender  to  Washinr/ton. 

Manour  Livingston,  7tli  Novemb.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  troubled  your  Execlency  with  a  Line  &  some 
Money  which  I  borrowed  from  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  to  support  me 
at  Philadelphia — l)y  Dr.  Livingston — Mr.  L'llommedieu  since 
desires  me  to  remit  it  to  our  friend  Mr.  Tayler  at  Albany.  If 
Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  as  lie  expected,  returned  home  before  the 
Doctor  reached  Poghkeepsie.  may  I  request  your  Execlency  to 
give  it  to  one  of  the  Albany  Members  with  directions  to  i)ay 
it  to  Mr.  T;iyl.T. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  warmest  Congratulations  on  the  sur- 
render (»f  Lord  Cornwallis  &  his  army.  The  hands  of  General 
Greene  will  now  be  es]M»ciaIly  strengthened  to  give  com])leat 
freedom  to  the  south,  ami  Sir  Ibnry  (.'lintou  will  <nmiiiaii(l  (nir 
attention.  I  hope  he  will  soon  be  roused  from  his  brokcm  slnin 
bers  iV:  be  compeled  to  lay  the  royal  standard  at  the  feet  of 
our  General.  Be  «o  obliging  as  to  give  me  early  notice  of  his 
Excelency's  return  to  our  State  and  any  Inteligence  which  may 
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be  interesting,  &  present  my  most  respectful  Compliments  to 
Mrs.  Clinton,  and  to  believe  me  to  be  With  the  utmost  regard 
and  most  inviolable    attachment    Dear    Sir,  Your   Excelency's 
Afectionate  &  most  Obedient  servant. 
His  Excelency  Governour  Clinton. 


[Nos.  4137-4138.] 

General  Heath  Apprehensive  That  the  Enemy  Meditates  an  Attack 

Upon  the  Highlands. 

Head  quarters,  Continental  village,  November  8,  1781. 

Sir,  In  consequence  of  some  intelligence  this  moment  received, 
it  will  be  inadviseable  to  attempt  the  forage,  driving  off  the 
hogs,  &c.  as  was  proposed,  at  present.  I  have  grounds  to  con- 
clude that  the  enemy  are  meditating  a  blow  on  the  posts  of  the 
Highlands,  and  suppose  the  troops  are  kept  on  board  the  trans- 
ports for  that  purpose.  This  will  oblige  me  to  call  in  my  detach- 
ments, instead  of  increasing  them.  And  I  wish  the  militia  may 
be  ready  at  a  moments  notice,  if  called  for.  I  must  also  entreat 
that  a  quantity  of  flour  may  be  immediately  sent  to  West  Point. 
We  still  remain  destitute  of  tliat  article,  exct'pt  from  hand  lo 
mouth. 

A  few  days  will  determine  the  enemy's  designs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  groat  regard,  Dear  Sir,  Your 
most  obedient  Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 

The  Governor  to  General  Heath. 

Polvoepsie  8th  Novr.  1781. 
Dear  Sir:    I  am  iliis  moment  favoured  with  yours  of  equal 
Date.     The  State  Agent  slinll  have  Orders  to  forward  inimedi- 
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atoly  wlint(^vor  Flour  is  on  HmtkI  or  can  bo  j)r()tur(Ml  to  West 

Point  iV:  the  Mililia  held  in  Kea(lin<»ss  (o  move  to  your  Assistance 

on  the  t;horte8t  Notice. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem  Your  &c. 

G.  C. 
Majr.  Genl.  ITeath.  

[No.  4139.] 

Cornelius  Ihr'hrouck  to  Governor  Clinton — Expressing  Penitence  for 
His  Ofjenees,  tcith  a  Memorandum  of  Persons  in  the  Secret 
Services  of  the  Enemy. 

Novembr.  8th.  1781. 

Sr.  Conscious  of  Guilt  for  Past  Offences  leaves  me  Heart  sick.  Buf  If  a  Confession 
of  my  Crimes  Or  the  Sorrow  I  Conceive  at  the  Sence  Thereof,  Could  Raise  Any 
Compa.'-slon  In  Your  Breast  for  One  Who  Ever  was  his  Countrys  and  Has  Acted 
his  Addressers  Friend,  But  His  own  Greatest  Enemy,  is  Buoyed  up  with  Hopes  he 
may  be  Forgiven  &  Admlted  to  Return  to  his  Once  PeasfuU  Home.  Not  But  Shame 
Forbids  there  Being  A  Stain  left  which  will  Remain  and  Cannot  be  Removed.  But 
be  Assured  Sr.  my  last  offence  that  of  Going  to  New  York  was  without  Any  ni  Inten- 
tion, to  the  American  Arms.  But  was  Fully  Actuated  from  Sinister  Motives  which 
I  have  communicated  to  MaJ'r.  Brush  and  shall  leave  the  Relation  to  Him.  Not 
but  what  they  was  Or  may  be  Conslder'd  Devilish,  Although  in  future  shall  not 
stick  at  Any  Pennance  which  If  Possible  might  be  the  Means  of  Reestablishing  me. 
I  therefore  beg  A  Pardon  may  be  given  which  I  am  Imboldlned  to  Ask  and  Please 
my  self.  It  will  be  Granted,  will  Your  Honor  Only  Consider  the  Nature  of  Heaven 
which  Is  to  forgive  Humble  Penetants  when  they  Pray  for  Mercy.  I  therefore  Pray, 
that  You  who  the  Helm  of  state  here  will  not  bo  more  Severe,  whose  Compassion 
Grace  &  Pardon  for  Offences  Past  will  Leave  me  to  €k)nvlnce  the  world  of  my  True 
Penetants  &  Once  more  to  Enjoy  and  live  In  those  Freedoms  which  over  did  wish 
to  defend  &  support  if  this  may  not  be  Grantid  I  Humbly  beg  that  I  may  be  Indulged 
to  Continue  On  the  main  uninterrupted  and  I  remain  with  Every  Sentiment  of  Sin- 
cerity  Your   most  Obedient  &   Humble  Serv't, 

Corn's.   Hasbrouck. 
To  His  Excellency  G.   Clinton  Gov'r.  Comman'r.  &c. 

Memorandum   of  Names  of  rERSo.vs  said  to  be  in  the  Sf.crbt  Servicb  of  thh 

Enemy. 

Capt  .Dughty  of  Colon'll  I.4imbs  Reg't.  of  Altilery  Now  In  the  Family  of  Gen'll 
Knox.  I  was  Told  by  MaJ'r  Brown  did  act  in  Behalf  of  Government  &  Rec'd  British 
Pay  for  the  same. 

Governor  Clinton  Is  to  be  Taken  And  Dellvor'd*  Into  N.  York  by  George  Harden, 
Jnnios  Kiley  &  Two  others  from  l))jtchos8  County  whnso  Naiiics  I  Have  Forgot,  for 
which   they  are  to  Receive  200  Gulnels. 

Philip  Coke  of  Hlllbcrgh.  16  Miles  Above  Albany,  Conveys  Intclajlnco  from  the 
Noihd   to   S'r  Hen'y  Clinton. 

Joseph  Clerk  of  Warwick  is  Imploy'd  to  Convey  Letters  to  Niagara  by  the  way  of 
Senkehannah  ft  other  ways. 

Sfnphin  Clerk,  to  Dnvid  Rnmnitn  Ron'lovlus  at  Pathrl^k  MrPonala.  from  which 
IMn' o  be  Is  a  Pilate  Threw  the  Mountain  Below  Suverlgns  and  Is  Allow'd  by  the 
R©fuKe<»i»  Bord  of  Directors  one  Dole'r  per  Head   for  Each   Person  Arlvlng  In  N.  Y. 

Matbow  Devlnicport.  of  ShaJughtlng  Borough  Iron  Works.  N.  Jersey,  Is  A  Ren- 
devlUH  to  A  Certain   Moody  when  on  his  Rout  to  Sussex  and  Other  ways  in  Jersey. 

Sain'll   Odden  of  Boon   Town   Do 
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Isaac  Ogden,  An  Attorney  at  Lay  In  Elizabethtown,  Is  Imploy'd  to  Collect  &  Con- 
vey to  G'll  Skinner,  on  Staten  Island,  Intiligence  of  Every  Nature  which  may  be 
Hurtfull  to  American  Arms. 

Antony  Gerlang  &  One  Timsharp,  at  or  Near  Eliz'th  Town,  did  Take  a  cross  S'r 
Henr'y  Clintons  Propossles  To  the  N  Jersey  Revolted  Trops  in  their  Incam't  and 
was  still  Performing   their  servlses   &C  &C 

A  Mr.  Galloway,  Son  by  Law  to  Asten  Smith  in  the  Clove,  is  A  Rendevies  for 
Rich'd   Smith,    George   Warden   &  Others  &c. 

The  Above  is  A  minute  of  Some  Villns  which  I  think  may  be  Detected  with  Ease 
Let  Proper  Measures   be  Taken. 


[No.  4140.] 

Governor  Clinton  Asks  for  Colonel  Willetfs  Sentiments  in  Regard  to 
Continuing  in  Command  on  the  Tryon  Frontier, 

Pokeepsie,  8th  Novr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  yours  of  the  second 
Instant  and  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  Re- 
turn to  Fort  Rensselaer  &  your  different  successes  over  the 
Enemy  in  Tryon  County.  I  am  sensible  of  the  Dangers  &  DifiQ- 
culties  you  had  to  encounter  on  this  Occasion  «&  I  am  persuaded 
much  is  due  to  your  Personal  Exertions  &  that  nothing  was 
wanting  on  your  part  to  have  Conceived  a  complete  Victory  & 
I  trust  the  vigor  with  which  the  Enemy  was  attacked,  routed 
&  pursued  will  be  attended  with  the  most  salutory  Consequences 
to  the  Frontier  Settlements.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
Alarm  to  the  Northward  it  was  my  Opinion  that  the  real 
object  of  the  Enemy  was  to  the  Westward  of  Saraghtoga  &  this 
was  the  Idea  I  invariably  endeavoured  to  inculcate  in  my  letters 
to  Genl.  Heath,  Gansevoort  &  to  every  other  Person  to  whom  I 
had  occasion  to  write  on  the  subject.  This  being  the  case  I 
leave  you  to  judge  of  my  sentiments  respecting  the  Removal  of 
Major  Logan  «S:  hi«  detachment. 

Before  this  you  will  have  reed  Genl.  Heath's  Instructions  for 
mustering  your  Levies  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfactory.  The 
Legislature  is   now   sitting.     I  have    recommended   to  them   to 
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;h1<>iii  s(';is(>iial>l('  X-  |)ro|K'r  .M(»a6^iiros  for  llic  fuhirc  I  Jefcnce  of 
tilt'  I-'ronlicrs;  wlial  (lirv  will  be  I  am  not  yet  able  to  determine 
but  I  frar  not  sucli  as  coud  be  wIsImmI.  I  wish  (o  know  your 
Sentiments  respeetinp:  your  Continuanc*'  in  the  rommand  and  to 
hv  t'urnishi'd  with  a  list  of  the  Ollicers  willin*^  to  arcept  &  whom 
you  would  recommend  to  be  reaj)i)ointed  as  early  as  possible. 
Sinee  tlie  capture  of  Corn\>anis  noihiiiii  material  has  transpired 
in  this  Quarter.  Tlie  two  Fleets  are  at  sea  and  various  accounts 
circulate  of  a  Naval  Engagement  in  which  it  is  said  our  Allies 
have  been  victorious,  but  they  want  authentication.  I  refer  you 
U)  .Major  Throop  for  further  particulars. 
I  am  iSrc. 

[No.  4141.] 

Corrrnor  Clinton  Xotifics  Governor  TrumhuU  As  to  the  Arrest  of 

Joel  Beach. 

Poughkeepsie  Novr.  8th  1781. 

Sir,  I  was  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letters  of  the  15th 

Bept.  last  yesterday.     Agreable  to  your  request  a  Warrant  is 

issued  by  the  Chief  Justice  for  apprehending  &  securing  Joel 

Beach;  Whenever  he  is  taken  your  Excellency  will  be  informed 

of  it  &  the  Ollicer  who  may  have  the  I'risoner  in  custody  will 

be  directed  to  deliver  him  to  the  order  of  your  (lovt. 

His   Excellency  Govr.  Trumbull. 


[No.  4142.] 

General  lUath  to  Governor  Clinton     A.s  to  Uvnry  nifcndorff,  Who 
Uad  Been  a  Prisoner  icith  the  Enemy. 
ITead  quarteps  Continental  Village,  Nov  8,  1781. 
Sir,    I    forward,  one  Henry   DefendoriT,  who   left  New  York 

the  night  before  last  with  three  others,  and  arrived  here  the 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  495 

last  evening.  Defendorff  is  a  very  intelligent  man,  says  he  was 
a  Lieutenant  in  the  Third  New  York  Regiment,  retired  as  Super- 
numery,  was  taken  at  Newark  and  with  his  wife  and  Child  car- 
ried to  New  York,  where  he  inlisted  into  Arnold's  Corps  with  a 
view  to  get  his  Liberty  the  first  opportunity  that  offered, — his 
wife  and  child  are  down  at  Niack  with  the  water  Guard.  Your 
Excellency  who  probably  knows  his  Character  will  best  know 
how  he  is  to  be  treated.  Defendorff  has  been  employed  in  a  way, 
that  has  given  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  situation  of 
the  Enemy  as  well  as  any  man  I  have  seen,  and  can  give  you 
many  particulars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  your  Excel- 
lencys  most  obedient  Servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4143.] 

Governor  Clinto7i  Suspicious  of  Quakers  and  So  Informs  General 

Heath. 

Pokeepsie  10th  Novr.  ITSl. 
Dear  Sir,  Since  writing  you  yesterday  evening  I  am  favoured 
with  your  three  Letters  of  the  7th  &  Sth  Instant.  The  Quakers 
&  ^Ir.  Defendorff  are  consigned  to  the  Coni-y.  of  Conspiracies. 
Tlie  latter  I  presume  will  receive  their  Permit  to  take  his  Family 
to  Schenectady  where  his  Relations  reside  &  his  political  Char- 
acter can  be  better  ascertained  than  at  this  Place.  The  Quakers 
have  already  given  us  so  much  trouble  ^:  have  it  in  their  Power 
to  do  us  so  much  Mischief  under  the  a  specious  Cloak  of  Religion 
that  some  means  must  be  fallen  u])on  to  ])revent  the  Intercourse 
with  the  Enemy  which  their  Attendance  at  their  Quarterly  & 
Monthly   Meetings   occasion,  .S:    perhaps   a   confinement   of   the 
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pr(>sont  Oentry  or  a  pr. vent  ion  of  (luir  IJcluni  to  Lon^^r  island 
imiy  have  the  desired  effect. 

I  liavt'  directed  Colo,  llav  lo  hasten  down  all  I  he  Flour  he 
can  possibly  procure.  lie  informs  nie  the  want  of  cash  in  a 
great  Measure  prevents  a  Compliance.  Is  there  not  empty  casks 
at  the  Posts  by  which  he  could  be  supplied. 

Nothinj;  more  is  expected  from  your  troops  than  to  cover  the 
Persons  employed  under  Colo.  Hay  in  Westchester  County.  I 
am  &.C 

[No.  4144.] 

Governor  Clinton  Directs  Captain  Honeywell  to  Impress  Hogs  and 
Forage  in  a  Certain  Westchester  District. 

Pokeepsie,  lOlh  Xovr.  ITSl. 
Sir,  To  prevent  the  fatt  lloj^ss  &  Forag:(^  in  a  certain  District 
of  West  Chester  County  over  and  above  what  shall  be  sufficient 
for  the  Consumption  of  the  Inhabitants  &  their  Stock,  from 
fallin*^   into   the   Hands   of  the   Enemy,   the   Lejjjislature   have 
directed  the  State  Agent  or  his  Assistants  to  imi)ress  &  bring 
off  the  same  to  Places  of  Safety   within   the   American   Lines, 
and  it  being  represented   to  me  by  (he  State  Agent,  that  the 
Refugees  embodied  under  your  Direction  might  be  particularly 
serviceable  as  a  covering  Party  to  the  Persons  employed  in  the 
Execution  of  this  Business,  I   liave,  therefore,  to  reijuest  you 
to  call  them  out  on  this  Occasion,  not  doubling  a  ready  vK:  cheer- 
ful Compliance  &  every  assistance  in  your  Power  to  make.     A 
detachment  of    Hegular  troops  &  of    tlie  mililia  of    the  County 
will  also  be  employed  in  this  Service.     The  Agent  will  inform 
you  of  the  Day  ou  which  the  Business  is  to  commence.    I  am  with 

pr.;if    ?-('i;d. 

G.  C. 

To  Capt.  Israel  Honeywell. 
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[No.  4145.] 

General  Heath  Complains  to  the  Governor  of  the  Practice  of  Driving 
Beef  Cattle  into  Jersey  via  Kings  Ferry. 

Head  quarters,  Continental  village,  November  11,  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  10th 

The  great  and  still  encreasing  practice  of  driving  beef-cattle 

from  the  eastward  by  the  way  of  Kings  ferry  into  the  Jersies, 

and  the  grounds  there  are  to  apprehend  those  cattle  are  designed 

for,  or  do  find  their  way  to  the  enemy,  require  consideration,  and 

some  measures  to  be  adopted  for   the   prevention   of  it.     The 

lines  on  the  East  side  of  the  Hudson  are  now  so  well  guarded 

as  renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  those  who  drive  to  get  by 

the   guards.     The  case   is   different   in   the  Jersies — and  this 

infamous  business  is  all  turning  into  that  chanuel.     A  person 

lately  from  New  York  informs  me  that  it  is  surprising  to  see 

the  large  quantities  of  beef  in  the  markets — they  never  were 

fuller  in  time  of  peace.    Nor  can  we  be  at  loss  how  it  is  obtained. 

I  have  forbid  the  public  boats  at  Kings  ferry  passing  any  beef 

cattle,  hogs  or  sheep,  coming  from  the  eastward,  unless  designed 

for  the  American  or  French  armies — or  unless  the  drivers  can 

produce  a  passport  from  me.     But  this  will  not  remedy  the 

evil — it  will  only  render  their  journey  a  little  longer — th(\v  will 

pass  at  Fishkill,  or  other  ferries  above.    I  therefore  beg  leave 

to  submit  the  matter   to  your   Excellency  to   write   governor 

Livingston  on    the  subject,  that    some    mode    may  be    jointly 

devised  for  putting  a  stop  to  practices  wliich  tend  to  encourage 

and  feed  the  enemy,  and  consecpKMitl.v  ])rotract  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  llu'  highest  respect  Your  Excel 

lency's  Most  obedient  Servant 

W.  TToath 

M  General 
32 
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[No.  n  h;.] 

/*.  nan!  Forwards  Couyratulations  to  Oovenior  Clinton. 

Sir,  III  (lie  midst  of  a  most  S<Min(»st(»red  r<l  ir<inont  I  liavc  few 
Oppoit  unit  vs  of  licarin;,^  from  my  friends  or  even  of  cndul^^in"^ 
myself  in  ilic  cnjoymrnt  of  those  pleasures,  wliicli  the  real  well 
Wishors  to  our  Country  have  had  so  many  «fc  frcqueut  Occasions 
to  exult  "at  in  the  Course  of  the  last  Campain. 

As  it  is  Again  Utterly  out  of  my  power  to  leave  my  business 
here  unless  the  service  of  my  Country  (whirh  I  t?hall  always  pre- 
fer to  any  private  Concerns)  Calls  upon  me,  ])ermit  me  Sir,  after 
beging  my  most  respectfull  Compliments  «fc  hearty  Congratula- 
tions to  Mrs.  Clinton —  to  remind  you  that  there  is  in  the  world 
such  a  person  as 

Your  Most  huml.  Servt. 
B.  \'ale  Xovr.  1L\  1781. 

[No.  HIT.] 
Solomon   Pendleton   Lays  Ills  Grievances  before  Governor  Clinton. 

Sir,  As  it  is  my  oppinnion,  that  I  can  convey  my  Ideas  to 
your  Exclency,  better  in  this  way,  then  in  i)errsonal  conversa- 
tion, by  reason  of  the  many  iniei-rui»tions  which  naturally 
happen,  therefore,  I  beg  your  Kxclencys  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing Circumstances,  ah  Imu^h  some  of  them  lia\e  been  already 
niention'd;  viz:  As  the  case  is  at  present  eirc  umstani'd,  it  ;ii> 
pears  to  me  repugnant  to  reason,  for  me  to  enter  into  any  kind 
of  publick  buisness,  until  1  ran  have  the  benefit  of  a  Court  of 
enquiery;  whereby,  1  can  defend  myself  against  the  Ceii*iureii  of 
the  nielitious  part  of  mankind.  For  almost  every  day  gives  me 
fresh  proof,  that  my  Character  daily  sulTers  with  imi)unity,  in 
every  part  of  the  State  where  I  am  known;  which  was  first  set 
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on  foot  by  melitious,  and  desineing  men;  and  now  continued  by 
the  ignorent,  for  want  of  proof  to  the  Contrary.  Your  Exelencys 
generosety,  politness,  and  I  believe  I  may  say  friendship,  Justly 
demands  my  utmost  gratitude;  and  be  assured  Sir,  I  entertain 
a  due  sence  of  it.  I  presume  your  Exelency  will  readily  concur 
with  me  in  sentiment,  that  it  would  not  be  so  much  in  my  power, 
to  obtain  that  entire  Confidence  in  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  of 
tollerable  good  abillities,  while  in  my  present  predicament,  as 
it  would  be,  if  I  were  entirely  clear  of  those  Censures;  and  able 
to  buoy  myself  upon  the  strength  of  truth,  and  Justece,  above 
the  reflections  of  the  melitious,  and  ignorant.  The  propositions 
your  Exelency  made  me  the  9th  Instant,  I  have  weighed  with 
the  coolest  reflection.  It  is  my  most  antious  wish  to  serve  the 
States  in  general,  as  well  as  this  State,  and  your  Exelency  in 
peticular.  Had  the  proposition  been  to  resque  my  life,  or  my 
interest,  I  should  not  have  hisetated  a  moment;  but  should  have 
given  a  direct  answer  in  the  afiflrmative;  But  when  I  conceiv'd 
my  reputation  at  stake,  I  at  first  shuddered  at  the  thought;  how- 
ever, this  matter  may  be  confirmed,  in  a  manner  Consistant 
both  with  external  and  internal  honour.  If  your  Exelency 
should  think  of  some  Office  in  the  pretended  State  of  Vernionnt, 
that  will  answer  the  purpose  propos'd  good;  if  not,  1  am  of 
oppinnion  that  a  Command  in  Albany  would  answer  as  good  a 
purpose.  There  is  such  a  variety  of  Charrectors  in  Albany,  that 
are  immediately  connected  with  N'ermouiit,  that  1  sliall  be  able 
to  find  such  an  introduction  into  the  New  State,  as  will  most 
probably  answer  my  design:  And  if  1  have  a  Milleiary  Command 
in  Albany,  I  shall  be  better  able  to  transniii  the  earliest  intel- 
ligence to  your  Exelency,  than  if  1  weri'  altogether  burr'd  in 
Vermount.     Were  I  to  attempt   to  introduce  myself  amongst 
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these  people,  on  a  pretence  of  buyinjr  landt<,  without  first  fallinpj 
upon  some  rcj^ular  met  hod  of  support  inj^  m^'Silf  there,  in  that 
Charrt^ctor  and  without  a  sullieiencv  of  nioncv  to  pay  for  those 
Lands,  in  siicli  cmsc,  I  should  most  prohably  fall  short  of  the 
purpose  which  was  lluicby  intended.  My  interest  at  present, 
heinjx  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  j)uhliek,  or  Milletary  men, 
nither  of  whieh,  can  make  me  any  return:  and  I  find  myself 
daily  t^inkinj;  in  my  present  state  of  suspence.  As  to  my  ap- 
pointment althou^^h  there  is  no  vacancy  at  present,  in  the  Line 
of  this  State,  to  my  knowledge,  in  which  I  can  take  Command 
airreahle  to  my  Kank;  yet,  though  the  appointment  should  be 
supernumerary,  there  is  nothing  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
president:  and  I  am  of  oppinnion  that  Your  Exelencys  represen- 
tation of  this  matter  to  Congress,  or  the  Board  of  War,  would 
readily  prevent  any  disputes  that  might  otherwise  arise.  As  to 
the  dispute  in  Kank,  between  some  of  the  officer^!  of  the  Line, 
and  myself,  I  am  rea<ly  to  submit  that  point  to  the  decition  of 
Congress,  from  whence  those  resolves  respecting  our  several 
Circumstances  originated;  who,  will  undoubtedl}'  be  the  best 
interpreters  of  their  own  Resolutions. 

If  1  am  wron;:  in  any  one  jjoint  here,  1  hope  it  will  be  pardon- 
able: For  I  beg  have  to  assure  your  Exelency  it  wa<^  not  in- 
tended,     I  remain,  with  due  respect 

Your  Exelencvs  most  obediant  And  verv  humble  Servt. 
Poughkeci)Hie  Nov.  12th  1781. 

liiii  Exclenecy  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4148] 

Governor  Clinton^s  Account  against  the  State  for  Specie  Advanced 
1)1/  Him  for  Prisoners  an  Long  Island. 

The  State  of  New  York 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton:         Dr. 

21st  Nov.  1777.  To  Cash  in  specie  advanced 
to  the  OfiQcers  &  Privates  belong 
to  the  State  of  New  York  Prison- 
ers with  the  Enemy  at  New  York 
&  Long  Island  as  pr.  Vouchers 
No.  1  &  2  £164.5.3 

11th  Feb.  1778  To  Do  for  Do  as  pr.  Lieut 
Jno.  McClaghry's  Kect.  in  my  Day 
Book  ready  to  be  pro.luced,  the 
Rects.  of  the  particular  Distribu- 
tion of  it  not  being  as  yet  reed  108.0.0      £272.5.3 


October  1778  To  do  for  Do.  by  an  Order  on 
my  own  Private  Credit  on  Long 
Island,  as  pr.  voucher  A  £300.0.0 

Octobr.  1779  To  Do  for  Do  by  Do,  as  pr. 
voucher  B  &  Colo.  McClaghry's 
Letter  200.0.0 

Augt.  1780  To  Do  for  Do.  By  four  Orders 
on  Long  Island  for  £500  each  as 
pr.  Voucher  No.  4  2000.0.0 

£2500.0.0 


£2772.5.3 

N.  B.    Th(»  :il>:>v(^  Accl.  is  exclusive*  of  some  small  sums  advanced 
bv  Bi-iiir.  (Icnl.  . I  nines  (Minion  h\   inv  order  iS:  for  which  I  stand 
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char«x«'»l   ^^itll   tli<'  Ain't,  wliorcof  I   am   not  y(»t   furnished   ,.^'  of 

others  advani'tul  l»y  myself  \   Tor  whi(  li   N'om  hers  coud  not  be 

obtained. 

Errors  Excepted: 

Geo.  Clinton. 

Pokcepsie  13th  Novr.  1781 


[No.  4149] 

General  Ueath  Represents  the  Desperate  Condition  of  the  Troops 
for  Bread  to  Governor  Clinton — The  Governor's  Reply. 

Head  quarters,  Continental  village,  Nov.  13,  1781. 

f^ir,  I  was  in  hopes  not  to  have  troubled  your  Excellency  again 
on  the  subject  of  our  wants  of  bread,  but  necessity  compels  me. 
This  army,  in  addition  to  their  want  of  pay  and  almost  naked- 
ness through  want  of  clothes,  have  scarcely  received  two  davs 
full  allowance  of  bread  in  tlie  course  of  tin's  week  past.  The 
detachment  now  gone  to  drive  off  the  stock  from  West  Chester 
county,  were  obliged  to  borrow  flour  before  they  could  go  on  that 
duty.  Such  is  our  situation  when  placed  in  the  most  important 
posts  in  America — may  I  not  say,  the  i^rincipal  ])illars  on  which 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  at  present  rests?  IIow 
extremely,  then,  are  they  put  to  the  hazard?  When  I  apply  to 
the  hon'ble  Mr.  Morris,  he  informs  me,  that  1  nnist  depend  on  the 
Rtate  of  New  York  for  the  specific  supplies  which  they  are  to 
furnish  and  which  are  yet  <lu<'.  1  have  applied  again  and  again, 
until  I  fejii"  I  liave  w«*ari«(I  your  pali«n<'r  with  repetitions.  I 
have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  answers,  that  the 
most  pointed  orders  have  issued  fn  the  Stale  Agent  i(»  hasten 
the  supplies;  but  the  army  do  not  obtain  them.  At  some  times 
the  wheat  is  not  collected — the  mills  cannot  grind  Un-  want  of 
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water — or  there  are  not  cash  or  bags  to  forward  the  flour. 
While  these  are  the  excuses,  the  army  are  perishing  with  hunger 
as  well  as  the  posts  put  to  the  hazard.  For  God's  sake  relieve 
us  from  this  situation.  Nothing,  except  marching  to  meet  the 
enemy,  will  give  the  army  greater  pleasure  than  to  march  where 
they  can  find  bread.  They  will  bring  it  in  their  blankets  if  no 
other  means  can  be  devised.  Let  me  know  where  it  shall  be 
found.  I  will  myself  march  at  the  head  of  the  troops  to  fetch  it, 
with  pleasure.  But  it  is  a  trial  too  hard  for  me  to  sit  here  and 
see  them  pinching  with  hunger.  Nor  can  I  hold  myself  account- 
able for  consequences. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Governor  Clinton's  Reply  to  General  Heath. 

Pokeepsie  Novr.  15, 17S1. 

Sir,  I  am  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the  13th  Inst,  and  am 
sorry  for  the  Distresses  to  which  the  Troops  under  your  Com- 
mand are  reduced  for  want  of  bread.  I  have  laid  your  Letter 
before  the  Legislature  and  recommended  that  Measures  be 
immediately  adopted  to  relieve  your  Necessities  but  whether  the 
Provision  which  they  may  make  will  prove  equal  to  the  present 
Exegency  I  dare  not  venture  to  determine;  of  this,  however,  I 
am  persuaded  that  every  thing  in  tlieir  power  will  be  done. 

I  am  informed  there  is  at  present  confined  in  Ihe  Provost  at 
Fish  Kill  a  certain  Amos  Marrch  one  of  tlie  Citizens  of  this 
State — from  the  Representation  of  several  reputable  Inhabit- 
ants of  ^\'est  Chester  Counlv  in  his  Favor  I  am  induced  to  desire 
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tliat  lit'  may  be  released,  unless  you  may  luive  sonic  particular 
K(\asons  with  which  1  am  unacquainted  that  may  render  it 
improper.     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  &c  &c 


[No.  4151.] 

Colonel  Marinu!^  WiUctt  Forwards  to  the  Governor  a  Return  of  the 
Damage  Done  hj/  the  Knomi  in  Trifon  County  and  S^ur/grsts 
Snow  Shoes  for  the  Troops. 

Fort  Rensselaer,  16th  November  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  been  making  enquiry  among  the  persons  who  suf- 
fered by  the  enemy  in  their  late  Incursion  in  this  County  of  the 
damage  done  by  thorn  and  find  it  Trifling.  I  inclose  your  Excel- 
lency a  Return  of  it. 

Many  of  the  Horses  as  well  as  the  Horned  Cattle  &c  were  shot 
and  left  lying  dead  without  the  Enemies  Receiving  any  Advan- 
tage from  them. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  know  from  your  Excellency  what  Troops  are 
intended  to  Winter  in  this  Quarter  as  a  State  of  Security  can 
never  be  Justifyed  as  long  as  the  war  lasts  and  this  County  Con- 
tinues to  be  a  Frontier.  I  wish  some  Attention  may  be  given 
to  its  Protection  during  the  Winter  season:  And  I  should  think 
it  proper  wherever  the  troops  Intended  for  its  Protection  are  to 
make  their  Winter  Quarters,  there  ought  to  be  a  number  of 
Snow  Shoes  in  store,  as  it  is  not  Impossible  but  that  the 
Enemies  parties  may  make  winter  Visits,  against  which  parties 
there  can  be  nothing  attempted  without  snow  shoes. 

We  have  nothing  new  her(*  I  am  told  there  have  been  some 
Indians  «fc  Tories  at  Schohary.  Put  as  Captain  Dii  Hois  who 
commands  at  that  Place  has  sent  me  no  Account  of  it  I  can  say 
notliing  to  your  Excellency  about  it  nor  do  I  know  whether  it  is 
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True  or  not.    I  am  with  the  most  Sincere  Esteem  Your  Excel- 
lencies most  Obedient  and  very  Hum.  Servt 
Governor  Clinton. 

A  Keturn  of  Damages  done  by  the  Enemy  at  their  late  Incur- 
sion in  Tryon  County.     Fort  Rensselaer  16th  Novh.  1781. 
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N.  B.    A  few  Horses  and  Cows  were  Killed  at  Johnstown 
which  are  not  mentioned  in  this  Return. 


[No.  4152.] 

John  Russell  Writes  a  Disquieting  Letter  to  Governor  Clinton  Con- 
cerning the  Lattefs  Land  in  Vermont. 

Sur,  understanding  you  own  a  large  track  of  Land  In  the  Town  of  Cavendish,  In  the 
State  of  Vermont  And  as  there  is  a  tax  on  all  Land  of  Ten  Shillings  pr  100  acres,  I 
take  this  opertunity  to  Inform  your  Excelency  It  is  said  by  some  that  you  have  Not 
the  original  Hampshire  Title,  &  therefore,  Say  they  you  Cannot  hold  the  land,  and 
some  Intend  to  take  it  up  and  settle  It  for  them  selves,  as  they  Say  if  you  would  in- 
form about  the  title  the  tax,  and  whether  you  would  sell  the  Land  &  what  price 
you  will  take,  you  will  perhaps  oblige  your  self  &  your  friend  John  Russell  who  now 
Belongs  to  Cavendish  &c. 

Sur,  if  you  Give  some  Man  the  Care  of  your  Land  on  account  of  the  tax  &  to  sell 
the  land  if  you  would  sell  the  same,  it  May  Prevent  Trouble  &  Cost. 

Sur  Excuse  My  hurry,  but  you  will  understand  What  I  would  inform  you  of,  you 
will  please  to  send  as  Soon  as  possible  you  Can. 

Dated  November  ye.  16  day  1781  this  from  your  friend  &  humble  Srvant 

John  Russell. 


[No.  4153.] 

Captain  James  Black  Appeals  to  Oovcrnor  Clinton  to  Assist  Him  in 
Procuring  Funds  for  the  Final  Settlement  of  His  Department. 

Newburjjh,  Novombr.  17th.  1781. 

Sir,    By  a  Rosolution   of  Conj}:ress  hitely  passinl,  a   copy   of 

which    I    herewith    enclose    for   your    Excellency's  perusal,    all 
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riothini::  <>n  liaiul  inii-cliasfd  l»v  ilip  Several  Slnfcs  on  ronfi- 
iHiilal  Acconni.  is  iiiniHMliatclv  to  !»o  dcliNcicd  lo  tlio  Clotliicr 
Gonoral  wlio  lias  cnllcd  iij)on  inc  for  wliat  brloiijjs  to  tliis  Stato, 
and  as  all  appoiniiiirnls  in  (liat  I  )i'pari  iiicni  on  jmldic  Account 
will  soon  cease,  to  prepare  for  a  Settlement. 

I  jiresented  n  ^f«'nH>rial  to  llie  Lejj^islat  nto  inforniiiij^^  tlicin 
of  ihe  alteration  in  the  Clothini::  Dcjiartnient,  tliat  I  had 
exi)eu(led  ni.v  «»\\  n  money  ever  Since  I  had  been  in  the  present 
Office,  sometimes  for  Transport inj;  clothinfj  as  well  as  my  neces- 
sary exix^nces  «fc  a  small  snpply  of  cash  was  wanted  for  present 

Srl'vircS. 

IMihlic  sho(»s,  stockinp^s  &c  are  scattered  in  different  parts  of 
the  State  and  onjjht  to  be  collected,  the  season  for  Distribution 
beinjj:  come,  and  1  cannot  depend  on  the  Quarter  Master  for 
Transporting^  them.  The  Cluthin^^  lat(dy  purchased  by  the  Com- 
i.Missioners  for  that  purpose  suitable  for  the  common  soldiers 
should  likewise  be  delivered  to  the  Continental  Clothier  and 
charged  to  the  Public  account. 

I  bepc  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  ur;,-e  the 
niulter  that  before  the  risiu<<  of  tlie  Lej^nslature  I  may  bj 
enabled  to  collect  and  drdiver  in  the  articdes  alrc^idy  I'nrc  based. 
There  is  on  hand  a  f<\\  Artielcs  nf  little  service  either  to  the 
Officers  or  Soldiers  should  the  I^'ji^islature  think  Proper  they 
mi;;ht  Ik'  ni)](\  to  defray  expences  in  the  pres(Mit  case. 

1  am,  Sir,  wiiii  the  greatest  Kespect   Vuur   M\( 'Ihiicys  Most 
obedient  Most  Humble   Servant. 
His  Kxcidlencv  Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4154.] 

Col.  Hugh  Hughes  to  Governor  Clinton  Regarding  the  Talcing  of 

Governor   Clinton^ s   House   at  New   Windsor  for   Washington's 

Headquarters. 

Fishkill,  Nov.  17th,  1781. 

Sir,  If  your  Excellency  will  not  pardon  me  for  attemping  to 
turn  a  Tenant  out  of  your  House  without  your  Excellency's 
Permission,  I  am  very  confident  you  will  when  I  do  myself  the 
Honour  to  acquaint  you  that  it  was  to  accomodate  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  and  that  your  Excellency's  Tenant  goes  out 
voluntarily,  on  being  amply  provided  for  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
probably  where  Headquarters  were  last  Winter. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  what  has  been  done 
in  this  Affair,  was  at  the  Request  of  Colonel  Humphreys,  Aid  de 
Camp  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  now  here,  on  this  and 
other  Business. 

The  time  of  his  Excellency's  Arrival  is  not  yet  known,  as  he 
was  in  Virginia  when  the  Colonel  came  away. 

With  the  greatest  Respect  and  Esteem,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  your  Excellency's  most  odbt 
His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 


[No.  4155.] 

Governor  Clinton  Informs  John  Taijlvr  that  Sentiment  Has  Changed 

Respeeting  Vermont — The  British  Fleet  Reported  to  Hare  Sailed 

from  Sandy  Hook. 

rokeepsi(\  ISth  Xovr.  17S1. 

Dear  Sir:    At  the  request  of  Mr.  Duane  1   now  transiuit  you 

3621.4.0.      which    lie    borrowed    of    Mr.    1/lloininedieu    and    was 

directed  by  liini  (o  i)ay  (o  yon.     1  \\ill.  ('t>utidiiig  in  ihe  noodiiess  of 

your  Disposition,  omit  making  any  apology  for  ihe  Troubh*  this 
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Part  of  my  T.t'ltcr  will  jxive  you.  Tliore  is  no  news  in  tliis  qnar- 
ter  worth  coinnHinicatinj;.  All  is  quiot  bolow.  It  is  roportod 
that  the  Hritish  Fleet  has  sailed  from  the  Hook,  supposed  for 
the  West  Indies  which  I  tliink  most  j)robahle.  By  a  Letter  from 
(\)lo.  ilu;4;hes.  1).  Q.  M.  <!.,  I  am  informed  that  he  has  taken  my 
house  at  New  Windsor  for  lid.  Quarters  at  the  Request  of  Colo. 
Humphreys.one  of  the  (lenl's  Aids, who  was  at  Fishkill  Yesterday. 
The  GenM.  is  yet  in  Virj^inia;  when  ho  may  be  expected  this  way 
is  uncertain.  Colo.  Lush  will  be  able  to  inform  you  (more  fully 
than  1  coud  write)  of  the  Transactions  of  the  present  Session.  A 
very  difTerent  temper  prevails  respectinp^  Vermont  from  that 
which  discovered  itself  in  Albany  last  Winter.  In  all  my  com- 
munications I  have  been  perfectly  silent  on  the  Subject  merely 
referring  them  to  the  Papers  which  were  hiid  before  the  Legis- 
lature at  the  opening  of  the  Session  without  any  Comment. 

Mrs.  Clinton  who  with  our  two  eldest  Girls  have  been  very 
unwell    for    some   Time    past,   desires    to   join    in    affectionate 

Respects  to  Colo.  &  Mrs.  Tavler  with  &c  I  am  &c. 

(G.  C.) 
John  Tavler,  ICs(]r. 


[No.  4156.] 

Oovaiior  Clinton  Assures  Dominie  Gros  He  Is  Ahcai/s  Anxiously 
Concerned  for  the  Safety  of  the  Frontiers. 

Pokeepsie  t!)th  Novr.  178L 

Dear  Sir,    I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  oblidg- 

ing  Favour  5th   Instant  and   to  tlinnk  yoii   fop   this  additional 

mark  of  Attention;  He  assuri'd  Sir,  tin*  Interest  which  you  give 

me  Reason  to  believe  I  have  in  your  Friendship  iK:  Good  Wishes 

afford  me  great  Pleasure. 

While  the  Brilliant  Success  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  Crown 

our  Anns  with,  to  the  Southward,  give  us  Reason  to  hope  the 
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happiest  Consequences  to  the  American  Empire,  I  feel  my  Hap- 
piness increased  by  a  Hope  that  the  exertions  of  Colo.  Willett 
&  the  troops  under  his  Command  will  be  productive  of  the  most 
salutary  Effects  to  our  distressed  Frontiers,  for  whose  safety 
I  need  not  assure  you  I  am  at  all  Times  anxiously  concerned,  and, 
altho  your  Indisposition  prevented  your  being  personally  present 
at  the  late  Reencounter  with  the  Enemy  near  Johnstown,  I  am 
too  well  acquainted  with  your  Zeal  &  Conduct  to  doubt  of  the 
Services  you  have  rendered  your  Country  in  the  Course  of  the 
present  as  well  as  former  Campaigns.  Mrs.  Clinton  desires  to 
join  in  respectful  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Gross,  with,  Dr.  Sir, 
Your  Affectionate  &c 

P.  S.  Mrs.  Clinton  beggs  Mrs.  Gross  Acceptance  of  a  Barrel 
of  Winter  Apples  sent  by  the  Bearer;  as  they  came  here  in 
Barrels,  she  is  ignorant  of  the  Quality. 

[No.  4157.] 

Colonel  Thaddeus  Crane  to  Governor  Clinton  As  to  Vacancies  in 

His  Regiment  of  Officers. 

Salem,  20th  Novr.  17S1. 

Sir,  The  Command  with  which  I  am  Honoured  under  you  In- 
joins  upon  me  to  Report  to  your  Exelency  a  Deficiency  of  officers 
in  my  Regmt.  Which  at  this  time  I  think  proper,  as  the  Council 
of  appointment  is  siting.  I  have  Inserted  a  list  of  Such  persons 
who  I  would  Recommend  to  be  Commissioned  wliicli  are  as 
follows: 

In  Capt.  Benjamin  Chapman  Company,  Salem 
Isaac  Wiuthrop,  1st  Lt. 
Abraham  Fa  ushers  2d  Do 
Jesse  Seymour,  Ensign 
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Ill  ("api.    h;iiiit'I    I'miton's  (V>nip:niv.   INtmid   Kidico. 
KlM^nezer  Avon,   Isi    Ij. 
SanuH'l  Wati'rbiiry,  Eiisij^ii 

In  (apt.  Samll.  Lewis's  Company, 
Hcnajali  Hrown.  1st  Lt. 
.It'hiol  Uoutoii  L*  do 
Xalhan  Lock  wood,  Kiit<ij;n 

Tlio  W'liolo  {)['  ('a]d.  Lewis's  Company  hatli  turncMl  out  as 
jjfrenadiers,  wliicli  if  tlioii«j:ht  i)ropei'  by  llic  Council  would  have 
Commissions  accordinj^ly,  as  to  the  alTairs  of  Capt.  Trusdells 
(\)inpany  your  I^xceleiicy  liaili  been  inlornied  by  Capt.  Trusdell 
as  well  as  by  a  line  from  me.  I  have  likewise  Desired  Major 
D<'livan  lo  wait  on  his  Excelency  on  the  alTare  Which  if  it  can 
be  done  at  this  time  it  will  much  oblige  your  Excelency's  most 
obidcnt  and  vcrv  humble  Servt. 


Thaddeus  Crane. 


To  his  lOxclcucv  (Iont.  <'liiit<m 


I  No.  4158.] 
Circular  to  the  Counties  Riquiriny  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes. 

Poughkeepsie,  20  November,  1781. 
(Circular) 

Sir:  I  have  thouKbt  proper  to  apprise  you  that  the  time  limited  by  Law  for  collecUng 
the  flr«t  Moiety  of  the  Specie-Tax  In  certain  specific  Articles. pur.suant  to  the  Act  of  the 
27th  March  and  collating  the  whole  of  the  Tax,  Specie  and  Taper  Currency  pursuant 
to  the  Act  of  the  30th  June  last,  la  very  probably  expired.  The  Law  has  charKcd  you 
with  the  immediate  Superinlcndance  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Supervisors  Assessors  and 
Collociors  with  rcspo<*t  to  those  Taxes  &  has  vested  you  with  ample  Powers  to  compel 
these  OfDcers  lo  their  Duly.  I  must  therefore  require  you  forthwith  to  proceed  to  the 
Execution  of  these  Powers  should  any  part  of  either  these  Taxes  be  Id  arrear  within 
Your  County.  A  Delay  on  Your  part  will  subject  you  lo  a  Prosecution  which  in  such 
Case  I  shall  direct  the  Attorney  General  to  institute  against  You.  I  have  a  Conddcnct 
however  that  your  Attention  and  A.sslduity  will  save  Me  from  this  disagreeublt 
AllemaUTe. 


(No.  4ir.:>.| 

A  Carpenter's  Hill,  Etc. 

(Omitted,) 
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[No.  4160.] 

Governor  Clinton  Submits  a  Plan  for  the  Protection  of  Certain 
Sections  of  Westchester  County. 

Pokeepsie,  21st  Novr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Favour 
of  the  11th  Instant.  There  is  a  Law  of  this  State  subjecting 
all  fat  Cattle  purchased  with  intent  to  sell  again  to  seizure 
which  if  duly  attended  to  I  presume  will  prove  an  adequate  pro- 
vision agt  the  Mischief  mentioned  in  your  Letter,  &  the  State 
Agent  is  apprized  of  the  abuses  you  apprehend  &  has  pointed 
Directions  to  put  the  law  into  Execution  agt.  the  Offenders 
in  future. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Bedford  &  Poundridge  in  West  Chester 
County,  alarmed  at  their  present  exposed  Situation,  have  ap- 
plied to  me  to  interest  myself  in  their  Behalf  &  to  Bequest  that 
the  two  Companies  of  Levies  commanded  by  Capt.  Williams  & 
Sackett  may  be  disposed  of  for  their  Protection.  I  am  ignorant 
of  the  Position  or  Strength  of  the  Troops  Stationed  on  the 
Lines,  and,  therefore,  would  not  venture  to  advise  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  if  it  can  consistently  be  done,  I  sincerely  wish  their 
request  may  W  granted,  otherwise  I  fear  those  settlements  will 
be  abandoned.  Colo.  Tliomas  iK:  IMajor  Delavan  who  are  charged 
with  this  Letter,  arc^  of  o])piiii()n  that  if  a  couple  of  lUock 
Houses  were  erected  on  certain  commanding  Heights  in  ilie 
Neigliborhood  of  Tx'dford,  great  security  woud  be  thereby 
afforded  lo  that  ^:  the  Neighbouring  Settlements  &  iliat  the 
Inhabitaiils  woiid  chcarfully  contribute  to  this  service  as  well 
as  tlic  Lal)()ur  and  (caniaiic  in  innkinL!;  iIkmh  and  in  dc^fending 
tJKMn  wlicn  (•(>nii)l('al(M].  Tliost^  (lenthMncMi  will  explain  lluMr 
Ideas  lo  you  on  lliis  snbjoci  nioic^  fnlly  tlnni  1  can.  1  conft^ss  I 
conceive  their  ri;in  an  (dligildi^  one  and  cond  wish  il  nnglit  be 
adopted.     I  bave  (he  Honor  to  be  Dr  Sir,  Your  most,  &c. 
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[No.    tlOl.] 
Goirrnor  Chittenden  Sends  a  Note  of  Warninfj  to  Henry  Dcnl'cr. 

Arlin^'ton,  Novr.  22d,  1781. 

Sir.  I  Mill  inforniod  that  vou  luive  boon  warniiijr  tlio  l*ooplo  in 
\'i('iiii(y  of  the  Now  City  to  pay  a  Cortain  I*rovision  Tax  to  the 
State  of  Now  York. 

Proposals  boinjx  made  by  this  State  to  the  Lopslature  of  New 
York  for  tlio  settlement  of  Boundary  Lines  it  is  the  wish  and 
desire  of  this  State  not  to  be  necessotated  to  impose  coercive 
^loasuros  diiriii<;  the  consideration  of  such  prosals. 

And  is  what  they  would  over  bo  oblig'd  to  do  with  the  j^jreatost 
Reluctance. 

At  the  same  time,  bound  to  equally  protect  her  Citizens,  your 
dosistinjj:  in  those  Matters  of  Authority  for  the  present,  will 
prevent  Consequences  of  which  I  think  it  well  for  you  to  be 
advisod  and  which  must  attend  you  in  pursuiiij^  a  ditleront  Con- 
duct. 

I  am  sir  your  Ilum'le.  Sorvt. 

Tho.  Chittenden.* 
Henry  Donkor. 

N.  I>.  TIh'  interlines  ai-e  not  as  I  found  tliein  but  was  done 
tliroii;;!]  hast(e). 

[No.  4102.] 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Pairling  to  Robert  Benson  Coneerning  Commis- 
sions for  Ofjieers  and  Diseharges  for  Men. 

Saportios,  November  22d.  1781. 
Dr    Sir.      Inclo.ned    you    have    Caj»t.    Livinj:«ton's    i*^    Lieut. 
0^.^t^ande^8  Commissions  which  please  to  antidate;  many  of  the 
M.ii  in  tlio  Company  weri'  by  tlieiii  iinistfTed  ^:  received  the  5th 
of  April  their  ronnnissions  are  date(l  tho  27th. 


•S<^  document  41M.  page  BM. 
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The  orders  those  Gentlemen  had  to  attend  were  verbal  &  from 
Major  Van  Bunschoten.  As  the  Bearer  belongs  to  Capt.  Liv- 
ingston's Company,  I  wish  you  to  return  the  Commissions  by 
him. 

I  am  Sir,  yours  sincerely 

P.  S.  I  hope  you  have  in  Mind  the  Discharges  I  put  in  your 
Hands  of  a  few  of  the  Men  who  engaged  with  Lieut.  Conolly  to 
serve  till  the  15th  December,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  10 
Bushel  of  wheat;  &  I  should  be  glad  you'd  send  them  if  in  your 
Power,  so  fixed  as  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  wheat  to  me 
soon.     I  am  frequently  asked  for  them. 


[No.  4163.] 

Captain  D.  Niven,  an  Engineer  Officer,  Propounds  Certain  Questions 
to  Governor  Clinton  Concerning  Pay  and  Clothing. 

Fort  Clinton,  Nov.  22,  1781. 

Sir,  Being  assured  by  sundry  examples  of  your  Excellency's 
goodness  to  others  as  well  as  myself,  made  me  use  the  freedom 
of  troubling  you  on  this  ocation. 

I  am  inform'd  there  was  a  Law  passed  sometime  ago  allowing 
Cloathing  and  other  necessaries  to  all  the  oflicers  and  men 
Credited  to  this  state,  serving  in  the  several  Corps  of  the  Army. 
I  was  included  in  this  Law. 

Another  Law  was  i>assed  granting  Depreciation  of  jta.v  ^:c  to 
Ihe  afore  sjiid  oIVumm's  and  soldiois,  formerly  liihabiLauce  of  this 
State. 

By  lliis  T^aw,  as  an  Engineer  I  was  neglected.     Last  winter 
have  pray'd  the  Legislature  to  put  me  on  equal  footing  with  the 
other  troops  included  in  the  above  Law.     lii  Consiquance  state 
33 
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iiDtrs  f<»r  {\iv  DriHTci;!  I  inn  nl'  |>;iv,  :is  :ni  I-ln^^inccr  ;is  will  :js  for 
tho  lime  liave  sorvM  in  flic  .iddii  ional  iroops  was  granted. 

Last  summer  ii  was  said  iliai  a  Law  was  passed  ordoriiif:  .'ill 
the  ( 'l«)at  liiii;::  ilien  <»ii  hand  lo  Ite  deln-ered  lo  the  ollU'ers  of 
Coloncd  Lamb's  all  ilery  and  ihe  I  w  n  Infantrv  Ilejj^ts.  lUdng  not 
iiu'iudiHi  ill  ilu'se  Corps,  havi'  made  iio  a{)plieaiioii. 

As  am  iniafinant<Ml  with  the  sevcM'al  Law  respc^rtinp:  llie  troops 
of  this  State,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to  Let  me  know  whiether 
or  no  am  entitled  Itv  Law  to  L»|nal  ]iri\iled^e  wiih  (he  oflicers 
of  Coloiud  [Lanil)'s]  Ariiliry  and  the  two  Infaiidiy  Kej^ts.  on 
Contiiieiiial  esiahliehmeni. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  Sir,  voiir  Kxcelh'iicy  very  obedt.  Ser- 
vant. 
His  Hxcelleney  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4104.] 

Governor   i'liutfni    /o   /*.   h'.  J/ulmjston    in   Rajard   to   the   ^\'anton 
Destruction  o/  I'r()iiirti/  hij  the  Enemy  in  this  *S7a/p. 

rok(^epsie,  LMtli  Xov'r.,  ITSL 

Sir,  I  liave  the  Honor  lo  inform  you  tliat  the  Le^^islature  to 
whom  1  eommunicated  youi-  Letter  of  llie  1-th  Instant  have 
charged  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  the  Busine#?s  of 
collect  in-;  Kelurns  uf  llie  dama;^'e  done  by  the  enemy  within  the 
State  by  tlie  wanton  I^estruction  of  Prf)perly  J»c  the  ])r()i>er 
evidence  fm-  ascertaining^  the  sami-.  As  soon  as  the  i'.usiness  is 
acconijdished  A:  the  K(  turns  come  to  my  iland^  1  will  with  pleas- 
ure cause  Duplicates.  pio|>ei-Iy  ant  lient  ica  led.  to  be  ii-ansmitted 
to  your  onice  a;rreea!)le  to  yrnir  Keipiest. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sii    with  ;:icat   K4'j;ard  »S:  Esteem  Sir, 
Your  Most  Obed.  Sent. 
The  honble.  l{<>bt.  K.  Livingston,  Es-<|r. 
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[No.  4165.] 

Robert  Benson  to  Colonel  Thaddeiis  Crane  Regarding  Vacancies  in 

His  Regiment. 

Novr.  24th,  1781. 

Sir,  Your  lertter  of  the  20th  did  not  come  to  hand  until  long 
After  the  Legisilature  &  Council  of  appointment  were  adjourned 
&  all  gone  home  so  that  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  Business  at 
pres't.  His  Excellency  directs  me  to  inform  you  of  this  &  to 
desire  of  you  to  send  a  New  Lisit  of  Vacancies  &  Persons  to  fill 
them  in  your  Regt,  specifying  particularly  whose  Place  the  Per- 
son to  be  appointed  is  to  fill  &  the  Cause  of  the  Vacancy  whether 
removal  out  of  the  Regt.,  Resignation  or  Death — this  will  be 
necess'y  to  be  laid  before  the  Council  at  their  next  Meeting. 
I  am  &c 
Colo.  Crane. 


[No.  41G6.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  Neio  York  Delegates  in  Congress  with  Resolu- 
tions of  the  State  Legislature  in  Regard  to  the  Yerniout  Question. 

Poughkeepsie,  Novr.  24th,  17S1. 

Gentlemen,  Agi-ecable  io  {ho  Request  of  th(^  Senate  i^'  Assem- 
bly I  how  do  myself  th(^  lionor  (o  (Miclose  you  a  certified  Copy  of 
their  concurrcMit  lU"S'(i.lutions  of  (he  Lllh  .K:  lUih  Inst,  expressive 
of  (heir  Sense  on  llie  AcUs  of  Congresis  n^lative  to  that  part  of 
this  State  cnlled  (lie  New  1  Ininpsliire  Grauls',  for  vom-  Use  «S: 
Guidance. 

A  Copy  attested  under  (lie  Great  Seal  of  (lie  S(:i((^  is  also  for- 
warded by  (his  Con\('vaii('e  lo  his  Kxcellev  ilu^  Prcvsidt.  of  Con- 
gress. 

My  other  Despatches  to  Congress  are  also  enclosed  under  a 


51C  PiiiLir  I'ai'KRS  of  Ororgr  Clinton. 

flyiiij;  s«al  for  your  Infoi-iii;i(  ioii ;  wliicli  wlicn  von  liavc  jxM'iisod 
ynii  \\\\\  plt'jisc  (()  close  \  (IrliNcr. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo  &c  &c  &c 
Tht'  I)(»lrirMt('s  of  Nt  w  York  in  Confess. 


[No.  iini.T 

Governor  Clin  I  on  to  ihc  rnsidrnt  of  Congress  with  certified  Copies 
of  the  Resolutions  of  the  New  York  Lefjislature  Concerning  Con- 
gress and   till'   \rnnotit   (Question. 

Pouj^hkeepeie  24t]i  Novr.  1781. 

Sir,     Ajrivable  to  th(^  Keqnost  of  tho  Senate  and  Assembly  of 

this    State    I    liave    the    lionor    to    transmit    Yonr    Excellency 

enclosed  a  Copy  of  their  concurrent  Kesolutions  of  tlie  ir>(h  & 

10th  Inst.  resjK'ctively  duly  certified  and  attes'ted  and  declarative 

of  their  Sense  on  the  Acts  of  Congress  relative  to  that  Part  of 

this  State  distinguished  by  the  name  of   the  New  Ilampehire 

rjrants.*     I  have  the  honor  to  be  »S:c  ^:c 

liis  Excellency  The  l*resident  of  Congress. 


•Thursday  Morning,  November  15th,  1781.    The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  Aijournment. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  this  Senate,  from  the  joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses,  on  tho  Papers  relative  the  North-eastern  Part.s  of  this  State,  was  read,  and 
a^rreed  to  by  aU  the  Members  present,  except  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Whiting,  who  voted  in 
the  Negative:    Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  from  sufficient  P>idcnce,  that  Congress  did,  by  their  Act 
of  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  inter  alia,  earnestly  recommend  to  the  States  of  New- 
HBmp«hlre.  Ma.«<.sachuf etts-Bay,  and  New-York,  to  pass  Laws  expressly  authorising 
C'  to  hear  and  determine  all  Differences  between  them,  relative  to  their  respec- 

ti\  larles,   in  the  Mode  prescribed  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation-  and  also  by 

express  Laws  for  the  Purpose,  to  refer  to  the  Dechlon  of  CoiiKress,  all  DlfTorences  or 
Disputes  between  them  relative  to  JurLsdlctlon,  which  they  mlpht  respectively  have 
with  the  People  of  the  District  called  tho  New-Hampshire  Grants;  and  also  to  authorise 
ConBrcsfl,  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  all  Disputes  subsisting  between  the 
Grantees  of  the  said  States,  respectinK  Titles  to  Lands  lying  within  the  said  District: 
and  also  that  <  did  the:'  '    e  their  Knilh.  after  a  full  and  fair  llearInK  of 

all   the  said    I>.  and    Di  •>  decide  and  determine   the  same  according  to 

Equity,  and  carry  into  Execution,  and  support  their  Determinations  and  Decisions  in 
the  Premises. 

"  Resolved,  That  It  appears  from  the  like  Evidence,  that  at  the  Time  of  parsing  the 
said  Act.  and  for  above  a  Century  and  an  half  before,  to  wit;  from  the  first  Settlement 
of  the  Colony  of  New-York,  now  thin  State  of  New-York,  the  said  Colony,  and  this 
Sute.     Included,    by     roost  \>lf^    Right    and     Title,     both     of    Jurhdlrtlon     and 

Property,   all   the  I^ands  a:  •  rs.   to   tho  Westward   thereof,    lying   North   of  the 

North  Bounds  of  the  Ma«Mu:hu<>«itit-Day,  up  to  the  Latitude  of  45  North,  and  extendinf 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  517 

between  those  Boundaries  from  Hudsons  River  to  Connecticut  River,  including  the 
Waters  of  the  northern  Lakes,  and  other  Waters  within  those  Boundaries— That  the 
above  Extent  of  Territory,  which  includes  the  District  called  the  New-Hampshire 
Grants,  was,  by  a  Decree  of  the  British  King,  to  whom  the  Soverignty  thereof,  as 
Parcel  of  the  Colony  of  New-York  belonged,  made  in  his  privy  Council  the  twentieth 
Day  of  July,  17G4,  between  the  Colonies  of  New-York  and  New-Hampshire,  declared  to 
be  Parcel  of  the  said  Colony  of  New-York;  that  in  Consequence  thereof,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  expressly  ceded  and  relinquished  all  Claim  and 
Title  of  Jurisdiction  to  the  above  Territory.  That  thereupon  the  same  were,  by  Acts 
of  Legislation  of  the  Colony  of  New- York,  formed  into  Counties;  and  such  Parts  thereof 
as  were  settled,  were  represented  in  the  Legislature  of  that  Colony.  That  they  were 
also  represented  in  the  Provincial  Congress  and  Convention  of  this  State  of  New-York, 
received  Aids  from  them  as  Parcel  of  this  State,  both  before  and  after  the  Declaration 
of  the  Independence  of  these  United  States;  assisted  by  their  Representatives  in  form- 
ing the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  fully  submitted  to  the  Jurisdiction  thereof,  'til 
in  the  Year  1777. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  of  Record,  that  notwithstanding  the  above  clear  and  con- 
clusive Evidence  of  Right,  on  the  Part  of  this  State  of  New-York,  to  the  Territory 
above  described,  including  as  aforesaid,  the  New-Hampshire  Grants;  and  tho'  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  might  therefore,  consistently  with  the  strictest  Justice,  have 
asserted  their  Dignity  and  Sovereignty  over  the  District  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants; 
yet  they  respectfully  adopting  the  Sentiments  of  Congress,  that  it  was  essential  to  the 
Interest  of  the  whole  Confederacy,  carefully  to  avoid  all  intestine  Dissentions,  and 
maintain  domestic  Peace  and  good  Order,  acquiesced  in  the  Submission  recommended 
by  the  said  Act  of  Congress,  and  accordingly  on  the  21st  Day  of  October,  1779,  passed 
a  Law  of  this  State  for  that  Purpose. 

Resolved,  That  it  satisfactorily  appears,  that  in  Consequence  of  the  said  Law,  the 
Agents  thereby  appointed  to  manage  the  Controversy,  on  the  Part  of  this  State,  at  very 
great  public  Expence  collected  the  necessary  Evidence,  to  support  the  Facts  asserted 
in  the  second  above-mentioned  Resolution;  and  that  after  many  and  repeated  Delays, 
they  were  at  length,  on  the  19th  Day  of  September,  1780,  in  the  Presence  of  all  the 
Parties  interested,  (except  the  State  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  who  had  not  passed  the 
necessary  Act  of  Submission)  indulged  with  an  Hearing  before  Congress;  in  the  Course 
of  which,  such  Evidence  as  above-mentioned,  was  produced  on  the  Part  of  this  State, 
as,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Agents  of  this  State,  fully  proved  to  Congress,  the  several 
Facts  contained  in  the  said  second  above-mentioned  Resolution;  and  that  on  the  27th 
Day  of  the  same  Month,  all  Parties  being  present,  (except  the  State  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  and  Messrs.  Allen  and  Bradley,  Agents  for  the  People  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  claiming  to  be  a  separate  independent  Jurisdiction,  who  tho'  duly  notified,  then 
declined  any  further  Attendance.)  The  State  of  New-Hampshire,  who  had  also  sub- 
mitted by  their  legislative  Act,  had  an  Hearing  in  Congress,  in  Support  of  their  Claim 
to  tho  Jurisdiction  over  the  District  called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants.  That  this 
State  has  on  their  Part,  fully  complied  with  every  Requisite  contained  in  the  said 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September,  1780,  and  has  accordingly  from  that  Day  to 
this,  abstained  from  the  Grant  of  any  Lands  within  the  said  District:  and  also  from 
the  Exorcise  of  Jurisdiction  over  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  District,  who  had 
not  acknowledged  the  same;  that  on  the  Contrary,  the  revolted  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
District,  having  arbitrarily  erected  themselves  into  a  separate  and  iudepoudent  State, 
unrecognized  as  such  until  this  Day  by  this  State  or  the  other  United  States;  and 
having  framed  a  Governniont,  they  have  passed  Laws,  granted  Lands,  and  exorcised 
civil  and  military  Authority  over  tho  Persons  and  Property  of  those  Inhabitants,  who 
profess  themselves  to  bo  Subjects  of  this  State,  in  manifest  Subversion  of  tho  Right  of 
Sovereignty  and  Property  of  this  State,  and  in  direct  Contempt  and  Infringement  of 
Koveral  Acta  of  Congress.  That  altho'  they  had  contented  themselves  with  the  Exo:•ci^e 
of  Jurisdiction,  principally,  up  to  a  Line  running  nearly  parallel  to  Hudson's  River,  at 
twenty  Miles  distant  therefrom,  until  the  Month  of  Juno  last:  yet.  that  at  that  Time, 
notwithstanding  the  Censure  and  Prohibition  of  Congress,  and  In  Contempt  of  their 
Reconinioiulation  and  Authority,  by  an  Act  of  their  usurped  Government,  they  exte-idod 
a  jurisdictional  Claim  over  all  the  Lands  situate  North  of  the  north  Line  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  and  extending  the  same  to  Hudson's  River;  then  East  of  the  Centre 
of  the  deepest  Channel  of  said  River  to  the  Head  thereof;  from  thence,  East  of  a  North 
Line,  being  extended  to  Latitude  45,  and  South  of  tho  sajiie  Line,  including  ail  the 
Lands  and  Waters  to  the  Place  where  the  said  pretended  State  then  assumed  to  exer- 
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clsfl  Jurisdiction.  Insortlur  at  tbo  samo  TImo  In  their  said  Act.  a  Clauno  not  to  oxerclM 
Jurisdiction  wlthlu  their  Jurisdictional  CInUn,  for  the  Tlnio  being. 

That  of  these  Matters.  CouKrcsa  have  been  fully  apprlHcd  and  tho'  repeatedly  Boliclted 
thereto  by  the  DeleRaies  of  this  State,  have  not  hitherto  made  any  DeclHlon  and 
Determination  of  the  Hald  ConlroverKy.  according  to  liquKy.  oh  by  their  nald  Act  of  the 
24th  of  September.  1771*.  they  plodKed  them.volves.  and  by  the  Law  of  this  Slute  they 
were  authorized  to  do.  That  to  put  an  ICnd  to  this  Delay,  so  injurlouH  to  tho  Jurisdic- 
tion of  this  Slate,  bo  subvi-rsive  of  Its  Interests.  Teace  and  Tolity.  so  promotive  of  a 
Repetition  of  those  violent  Acts  of  usuri>ed.  civil  and  military  Authority,  which  In  the 
Judgment  of  Congress,  det  lared  in  their  llesolutiou  of  tlio  lid  of  October,  1780.  were 
highly  unwarrantable  and  subversive  of  tho  I'uace  and  Welfare  of  the  United  States; 
and  from  which  they  required  the  People  Inhabiting  the  said  Grants,  to  delist  until  tho 
Decision  and  Determination  of  Congress  in  the  Tremises,  they  have  actually  presumed 
to  exercise  sovereign  Authority  and  Jurisdiction  to  tho  full  Extent  of  their  said 
Jurisdictional  Claim,  by  appointing  civil  and  military  OtDcers,  mailing  Levies  of  Men 
and  Money,  rescuing  Delinquents  from  tho  Hands  of  Justice  of  this  State,  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Blood,  and  the  Loss  of  the  Life  of  one  of  tho  Subjects  of  this  Stale  In 
the  Execution  of  his  lawful  Duty,  and  forbidding  the  Oflk-ers  of  Justice  of  this  State 
to  execute  their  Offices,  as  appears  from  the  Papers  attendant  on  bis  Excellency  the 
Governor's  Speech,  and  other  due  Information.  That  among  these,  to  shew  the  actual 
Exercise  of  Jurisdiction  by  the  usurped  Government  of  the  said  Grants,  by  Stile  and 
Title  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  over  the  Territory  contained  within  tho  said  jurisdic- 
tional Claim,  Is  the  Copy  of  a  certain  Proclamation,  bearing  Date  the  18th  Day  of 
July.  17S1,  purporting,  to  bo  under  tho  Seal  of  the  said  pretended  State,  signed  by 
Thomas  Chittenden  who  stiles  himself  their  Governor;  which  after  divers  Falsities  and 
Absurdities  therein  contained,  asserts  that  Commissions  both  civil  and  military,  had 
then  been  lately  Issued  by  the  supreme  Authority  of  the  said  pretended  State,  to 
Persons  chosen  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and  Customs  thereof.  In  the  several  Districts 
and  Corporations  within  the  Limits  of  the  above-mentioned  western  or  jurisdictional 
Claim,  strictly  requires,  charges  and  commands  all  Persons,  of  whatsoever  Quality  or 
Denomination,  residing  within  the  said  western  claim  of  Jurisdiction,  to  take  due  Notice 
of  the  Laws  and  Orders  of  the  said  pretended  State;  and  to  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly, on  Pain  of  Incurring  the  Penalties  therein  contained;  and  strictly  requires, 
charges,  and  commands  all  Magistrates,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  Constable.-^,  and 
all  other  civil  and  all  military  Omcers,  to  be  active  and  vigilant  In  executing  the  Laws 
aforesaid,  without  Partiality. 

Resolved.  That  the  Legislature  of  this  State  Is  greatly  alarmed  at  the  evident  Inten- 
tion of  Congress,  and  from  political  Expedience,  as  it  is  expressed  in  a  Letter  from  his 
Excellency  the  President  of  Congress  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  State,  of 
the  8th  of  August  last;  and  as  Is  evinced  In  their  Acts  of  the  7th  and  2Ist  of  the  same 
Month,  enclosed  therein,  to  establish  an  arbitrary  Boundary  whereby  to  exclude  out 
of  this  State,  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Territory  described  In  the  second  Resolution 
above-mentioned,  belonging  most  unquestionably  to  this  State,  as  Part.  Parcel  and 
Member  thereof;  and  to  erect  such  Dismemberment  possessed  by  the  revolted  Subjects 
of  this  State,  Into  an  Independent  State,  and  as  such  to  admit  them  Into  the  fcvderal 
Union  or  these  United  States,  especially  as  the  said  two  last  mentioned  Acts  seem  to 
•xpre.s.H  the  Sense  of  Congress,  that  the  Territories  of  this  State,  by  the  articles  of 
Confederation  are,  and  as  In  Fart  and  Tmth,  they  are  by  the  2d  and  3d  Articles 
thereof,  guarantied,  and  still  more  e.npeclally.  as  by  a  Proviso  in  the  9th  Article  It  is 
provided  that  no  State  shall  be  deprived  of  Territory,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  Sense  of  the  Legislature,  that  Congress  have  not  any  author- 
ity by  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  In  any  Wise,  to  Intermeddle  with  the  former 
territorial  Extent  of  Jurisdiction  or  Property  of  either  of  these  United  States,  except  In 
Cases  of  Dispute  concerning  the  same,  between  two  or  more  States  In  the  Union;  nor 
to  admit  into  the  Union  even  any  British  Colony,  except  Canada,  without  the  Consent 
of  Dine  States;  nor  any  other  .State  whatsoever;  nor  above  all.  to  create  a  new  State 
by  dismembering  one  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  without  their  universal  Consent. 

Resolved.  That  In  Case  of  any  Attempt  by  Congress,  to  carry  into  Execution  their 
said  Acts  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August  last,  this  Legislature,  with  all  due  Deference  to 
Congress,  are  bound  In  Duty  to  their  Constituents,  to  declare  the  same  an  Assumption 
of  Power  In  tho  Faro  of  the  said  Act  of  Submission  of  this  State,  and  against  tho 
clMLT  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the  2d.  3d.  9th.  and  lltb  Articles  of  the  Confederation,  and  a 
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manifest  Infraction  of  the  same;  and  do  Therefore  hereby  solemnly  protest  against 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  a  Copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  forthwith  made,  and  certified  by  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  in  Presence  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  who  is  hereby  requested  to  attest  the  same  with  the  Great  Seal  of  this 
State,  and  transmit  it  without  Delay  to  Congress;  to  the  End,  that  the  same  may  be 
entered  on  their  Journals,  or  filed  in  their  Archives,  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriam:  That 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  Copy  so  certified  as  aforesaid, 
to  each  of  the  Executives  of  the  other  United  States;  and  that  another  Copy,  so  certi- 
fied as  aforesaid,  be  delivered  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  for  their  Use  and  Guidance; 
and  that  they  be,  and  hereby  are  expressly  directed  and  required,  to  enter  their  Dissent 
on  every  Step,  which  may  be  taken  in  and  towards  carrying  the  said  two  last  men- 
tioned Acts  of  Congress,  into  Execution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Wisner  carry  a  Copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolutions,  to  the  Hon- 
orable the  House  of  Assembly,  and  request  their  Concurrence  thereto. 

Concurred  in  by  Assembly  November  19,  1781. 


His  Excellency  George   Clinton   Esq'r,   Governor  of  the   State  of  New   York  General 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 
To   all   to  whom   these  Presents   shall   come. 

ICnow  ye  that  the  honorable  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  Esqr.  President  of  the  Senate  of 
the  said  State  and  the  honorable  Evert  Bancker  Esqr.  Speaker  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  said  State  did  in  my  Presence  severally  certify  the  Copy  of  the  concurrent 
Resolutions  of  the  said  Senate  and  Assembly  to  these  Presents  annexed  In  Testimony 
whereof  agreable  to  the  Request  of  the  said  Senate  and  Assembly  in  the  said  Resolu- 
tions contained  and  for  the  better  and  more  perfect  Attestation  thereof  I  have  caused 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  State  to  be  hereunto  affixed  at  Poughkeepsie  this  24th  Day 
of  November  in  the  sixth  Year  of  the  Independence  of  the  said  State  1781. 

Geo:   Clinton 
By  His  Excellency's   Command  Rob.   Benson   Secry. 


[No.    11  (IS.] 

A  STRONG  DEFENCE  OP  THE  STATE'S  POSITION. 

(jovernor  Clinton  Assures  rnsidait  Hanson  'Hint  tlir  Spirit  of 
J\itrioti-Kni  Ihis  A O/  W'anrd  Dcf^pitc  the  Misfortunes  and  Injuries 
Suffered — lie  Deplores  the  Dt  feets  in  the  Powers  of  Contjress. 

Poii^likcepsie  Novr.  2ttli,  1781. 

Sir,  Durinfr  tho  Recess  of  the  I^egislatiire  of  this  State  I  re- 
ceived several  Ix^tters  from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance; 
which  were  laid  before  them  in  their  late  Session  and  the  Result 
of  thi'ir  Deliberatious  were  certain  Kesolutions,  a  Copy  whereof 
agreable  to  their  Request  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
your  Excellency. 

AVith  the  Legislature  I  may  venture  to  pledge  myself  for  the 
Truth  of  the  Facts  contained  in  the  Resolutions  <&  in  the  letter 
of  the  loth  of  Fi'i>y.  hist.  liKk'cd  (lie  essi'iilial  Fads  and  i'loiii 
which  the  Inability  of  the  State  is  necessarily  to  be  inferred, 
namely  the  I)ei)rivation  of  Commerce,  the  Loss  and  Devastation 
of  Territory  by  the  Enemy,  the  Usurpations  of  our  revolted  Sub- 
jects and  the  subsistence  of  the  greater  Part  of  the  Army  in  the 
articles  of  Bread  and  Forage  for  a  series  of  Campaigns  on 
credit,  and  the  Amount  of  the  Debts  thus  contracted  still  due, 
either  to  the  Inhabitants  individnnlly  or  to  the  State  in  conse- 
quence of  receiving  the  Purchasing  Oflicer's  Certificates  in  pay- 
ment for  Taxes,  are  of  such  universal  notoriety  that  I  shall  pre- 
sume it  unnecessary  furtlur  to  evince  them;  1  shall,  therefore, 
only  observe  in  addition  that  lliere  is  more  than  a  Hazard  that 
we  shall  not  be  able  without  a  Change  in  our  Circumstances 
loDg  to  maintain  our  civil  Government. 

This  State  I  flatter  myself  Ims  for  its  Spirit  4.Vc  Exertions  in 
llic  War  stood  e(pial  in  point   «»f  K«i>ui;ni(»n  with  any  oilier  in 
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the  Union,  and  notwithstanding  our  Misfortunes  &  Injuries,  and 
notwithstanding  our  Legislature  is,  with   respect   to   the   Indi- 
viduals who  compose  it,  fluctuating,  I  am  confident  the  People  at 
large  and  their  Representatives  in  Gov't,  still  retain  the  same 
Spirit  &  are  equally  disposed  to  every  possible  Effort  in  the  com- 
mon Cause.     I  mention  this,  lest  it  be  supposed  that  we  were 
sinking  under  our  Distresses  or  were  attendg  to  our  particular 
Interests  without  a  due  Regard  to  the  Gen'l.  Good.     I  trust 
there  can  be  no  higher  Evidence  of  a  sincere  Disposition  in  the 
State  to  promote  the  common  Interest,  than  the  alacrity  with 
which  they  passed  the  Law  for  grant'g  to  Congress  a  Duty  on 
Imports,  and  their  present  Proffer  to  accede  to  any  Propositions 
which  may  be  made  for  rendering  the  Union  among  the  States 
more  intimate,  and  for  enabling  Congress  to   draw  forth  & 
employ  the  resources  of  the  whole    Empire   with    the    utmost 
Vigor;  for  altho'  we  are  unable  in  our  present  condition  to  con- 
tribute an  immediate  pecuniary  Aid,  we  have  Prospects  of  future 
Wealth  &  Ability,  when  by  a  Peace  and  the  Determination  of 
the  Controversy  relative  to  our  Boundaries,  we  shall  be  restored 
to  the  entire  Possession  of  the  State.     These  Prospects  we  are 
willing  to  anticipate  &  I  do  not  hesitate  to  give  assurances  that 
this  State  will,  on  her   Part,    chearfully   consent   to    vest   the 
Sovereignty  of  the  United  States  with  every  power  requisite  to 
an  effectual  Defence  against  foreign  Invasion  &  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  internal  Peace  &  Harmony;  and  as  an  Individual,  I  can- 
not forbear  declaring  my  Sentiments  that  the  Defects  in  the 
Powers  of  Congress  are  the  chief  Source  of  present  Embarrass- 
m'ts,  and  as  a  Friend  to  the  Independence  &  True  Interests  & 
Happiness  of  America,  1  could  wish  to  be  indulged  in  expressing 
an  earnest  Desire  that  Measures  might  be  taken  to  remedy  these 
Defects.     While  Congress  in  their  Requisitions  are  subject  to 
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tlu'  Controul  of  xhv  several  Legislatures,  we  can  have  no  Reason 
to  expert  tliat  the  a^rjrrejjate  Stren^^th  of  the  ('ountry,  including 
in  tlie  Idea,  .Mm  Money  i^-  Suitjtlies  of  every  kind,  can  be  properly 
ai)plied  to  tlu'  j^reat  Purposes  of  the  Union. 

\\'ith  respect  to  the  Applicati(Ui  f<tr  a  loan  of  Powder,  I  would 
observe  that  out  State  Maf!;azine  is  now  entirely  exhausted,  and 
we  have  no  means  to  supply  it ;  the  Stock  which  we  have  hitherto 
had.  has  been  wholly  expended  in  the  common  Defence  and 
should  the  Militia  be  called  out,  we  could  not  avail  ourselves  of 
their  Services  for  want  of  this  essential  Article. 

The  case  of  the  Artificers  in  the  several  Departments  within 
this  State  is  truly  deplorable.  Many  of  them  are  Refugees  from 
the  Parts  of  the  State  in  the  Possession,  or  open  to  Incursion.^, 
of  the  Enemy,  with  Families  and  no  Means  of  Subsistence  other 
than  their  Waj^es.  There  are  Arrears  due  to  many  of  them 
since  1778  and  they  are  reduced  to  the  utmost  Distress;  unless, 
therefore,  they  can  be  relieved,  they  must  inevitably  leave  the 
Service,  which  will  be  attended  with  the  most  injurious  Conse- 
quences, as  it  will  be  impossible  to  procure  substitutes.  As  I 
am  informed  by  the  State  Ap^ent,  that  he  has  lately  addressed 
a  Letter  to  the  Sujierini  indriit  of  I-'inance  exjilaiiiin^  fully  the 
necessity  of  a  Sjiccdy  sci  i  Irnnnl  of  his  Acrouni  s,  1  will  only  beg 
leave  to  adil  nn  ilmt  Subject  ili;it  there  is  a  Reason  lo  ajtj)re- 
hcnd,  sluiuld  this  r.usiness  be  delayed,  thai  tin-  greatest  Care  & 
Attontion  of  the  juildir  Ofticers  concernfMl  will  not  be  sufficient 
to  prevent  Abuses;  as  from  the  nature  of  the  Service,  the 
Delivery  of  the  Suj»plies  must  frequently  be  made  to  Roatmcn 
&  others  of  low  Character  and  whose  Receipts  are  the  only 
Vouchers  the  Agent  can  in  these  Circumstances,  Procure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c  &c  &c 
ili.s  Excellency  John  Hanson,  Ksfp'., 
Presidt  of  Congress. 
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[No.  4169.] 

The  Oovernor  Informs  Ro'bert  Morris  That  the  Embarrassed  Situa- 
tion of  the  State  Has  Prevented  the  Printing  of  the  State  Laws 

for  a  Tear, 

Poughsie  Novr.  24th,  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  your  several  Dispatches  from  the  6th  of  July  to  the 
19th  of  October  last  inclusive,  and  I  now  Inclose  for  your 
information,  a  Copy  of  the  concurrent  Kesolutions  of  the  Senate 
&  Assembly,  the  result  of  their  Deliberations  on  the  Subjects  of 
your  Letters. 

I  am  unhappy  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  transmit  the 
Information  requested  by  your  Letter  of  the  26th  of  July  last. 
The  embarrassed  Situation  of  the  State  has  prevented,  for  more 
than  a  year  past,  the  printing  of  our  Laws;  and  the  Returns 
from  the  different  Counties  into  the  Treasury,  owing  to  the 
frequent  incursions  of  the  Enemy  into  several  of  them,  are  at 
present  too  imperfect  to  be  relied  on.  The  Legislature,  however, 
at  their  late  Meeting  have  adopted  Measures  which  when  exe- 
cuted will  enable  me  to  accomplish  this  Business  and  you  may 
rely,  Sir  that  it  shall  not  on  my  Part  meet  with  the  least  un- 
necessary Delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c  &c 
The  honble.  Robt.  Morris,  Esqr.,  Superdt  of  Finance. 


[No.  4170.] 

Lewis  li.  Morrix  Informs  the  Governor  lie  Will  Aeccpt  an  Appoint- 
mm  I  As  Lns'ujn  in  the  Neic  Yoi-k  Line. 

riiilndcliiliia.  L»l(li  Novr.  1781. 

My  d(\nr  Sir,    1  |;ik(^  ihc  lilwM'ty  in  inform  you  from  tlie  advice 

of  some  of  my  friends,  I  liave  detormined  (o  accopi  my  Appoint- 
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iiH'iil  :is  Mil  liiisij^n  in  llir  Xcw  ^'nrlv  Liiif.  mikI  ciKh^avoiir  to 
obtain  from  (^onjjjrcss  a  fnrloii«::li  to  iMMiiain  witli  Mi".  Livingston 
till  th«'  activt*  duties  of  the  cnsninjij  Canipaifijn  may  call  mo  to 
the  fu'Ul.  till  tlicn  I  (latter  myself  your  Excollenry  will  coincide 
in  Smtinicnt  with  mc,  tliat  from  llu-  nnnihcr  of  OHiccrs,  the 
service  cannot  sulTer,  hy  my  absence. 

This  will  be  handed  yoii  by  my  freind  Major  Popham,  who 
remaininjj  a  day  lonjj^er  in  this  town,  than  he  intended,  has 
afTorded  me  the  pleasure  of  addressinjx  your  Excellency,  as  busi- 
ness in  the  Oflice  entirely  deprived  me  of  doing  it  Yesterday. 
To  him  T  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  every  particular  respect- 
ing Myself.  News  we  have  none.  Unless  the  Report  of  Minorca 
being  taken, — it  is  generally  beleived  the  Enemy  only  retain 
possession  of  Fort  St.  Philli})s. 

Tender  my  most  KespectfuU  Comi>liments  to  Mrs.  Clinton  and 
the  Children  and  believe  me  with  much  Respect  and  Esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  much  Obliged  and  most  Obedt.  Hum  Servant. 
Ilis  Excellency  Govenor  Clinton. 


[No.  4171.] 

Colonel  niKjh  Tlufjhcs  to  Governor  Clinton^ — Concerning  Clothing  for 

the  Army. 

Camp,  Nov.  24th  1781. 

Sir,  Since  the  receipt  of  the  Inclosure,  General  Heath  has 
received  advice  from  :he  r.oard  of  War  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  Clothing  refi-rr'd  to  |>y  Mr.  Muylan,  is  to  i)e  detained  at 
Newburgh  till  the  Commander  in  Chief's  Tleasurr  is  known. 

This,  the  General  has  advised  Mr.  Moylan  of  by  a  Person  who 
bro't  your  Excellency's  Ix'tter  &  his  own. 

When  the  Clothing  is  all  arrived  and  it  is  known  what  Part 
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must  be  forwarded,  I  will  do  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  on 
your  Excellency,  if  it  should  be  requisite. 

With  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem,  I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obdt.  and  very  Humble  Servt. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4172.] 

General  Heath  Informs  Governor  Clinton  That  He  and  Washingtov 
Prefer  Light  Parties  Moving  Along  the  Lines  to  Block  Houses- 
Disposal  of  Prisoners  of  War. 

Headquarters,  Highlands,  Nov.  26,  1781. 

Sir,  I  was  not  honored  with  yours  of  the  1st  [21st]  instant  by 
colonel  Thomas  and  major  Delavan,  until  the  day  before  yes- 
terday, i 

Upon  an  application  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Bedford,  I  had  ordered  captain  Pritchard  with  a  company  of 
Continental  soldiers,  and  captain  Sacket  with  his  company  of 
levies,  to  that  quarter.  It  is  my  intention  to  continue  about  the 
same  force  during  the  winter;  which  I  hope  will  be  sufficient. 

I  rather  doubt  the  general  utility  of  blockhouses  on  the  lines. 
They  tend  to  make  their  garrisons  Secure;  they  cover  but  a  small 
space,  and  the  enemy  will  either  form  enterprises  to  surprise 
them,  or  they  will  pass  between  them  with  impunity.  I  have 
always  thonglil,  that  light  parties,  constantly  nu)ving  on  the 
lines,  from  the  uncertainty  wliore  they  are,  prove  the  best  check 
to  the  enemy,  as  well  as  protection  to  the  inhabitants.  And 
this  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  coiuinander  in  chief,  who  in 
a  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  one  of  the  last  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  receive  from  him  on  the  subject  of  alVording  protection  to 
the  countrv,  obscM'ves  this,  '*  I  think  mav  be  luiu-h  better  effected 
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by   k(M'j)iii^   li^lit    ]>Mrli«'S   iij>oii    tlic   lines   flinn   hy   ostablisliinpj 
IHM'inaiu'iit  ]>osls.'' 

If  tlu^  niilitiii  >visl>,  not  w  ilhslniidin;^,  lo  (mmm(  block-houses,  I 
have  no  obji'clion.  They  sliall  lia\r  lin-  iiid  of  capiain  Sacket's 
company  to  assist  tlioni,  and  tlio  advice  of  an  cn^^inccr.  More 
I  cannot  promise  tlicni. 

Ainonjx  the  prisoners  taken  by  colonel  Willett,  are  some  who 
formerly  belonged  to  the  State.  I  do  not  know  their  (diaracters. 
If  your  Excellency  thinks  proper  to  treat  any  of  them  in  a  lij^ht, 
ditYerent  from  that  of  i)risoners  of  war,  they  shall  be  delivered 
over  to  the  civil  authority;  if  not,  as  our  numbcT  of  prisoners 
is  now  become  too  unwieldy,  they  shall  be  sent  with  others 
which  I  intend  soon  to  remove  to  Lancaster. 

I  desired  judj]je  Lawrence  souk^  days  since,  to  examine  and 
discharge  Amos  Morrill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  the  hij^hest  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  41T;I.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  dcneral  ffcath  As  to  the  Diftposal  of  the  Army 

Durintj  thr  Winter. 

Pokeepsie,  27th  Novr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,    As  the  time  for  which  the  Ix?vies  Stationed  on  the 

Frontiers  of  this  State  ni'e  enj^aj^ed  to  serve,  will  expire  in  the 

Course  of  next  Month,  1  iihuuld  be  happy,  if  consistent,  that  1 

miplit  be  informed  of  tlie  \\*inter  Arrancrements  of  lln'  army  in 

this   Department   as  early   as    Ihey  are  settled.   ;is   from    tji.-ni 

alone  I  shall  l>e  able  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be  necessary 

for  me  to  supply  the  Place  of  the  present  Levies  by  n»  w  Detach 
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ments.  If  it  is  intended  that  the  two  regular  Regiments  now 
at  Saraghtoga  are  to  continue  at  that  Place,  &  it  is  not  in  con- 
templation to  send  a  detachment  into  Tryon  County,  it  will  in 
that  case  be  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  by  draft  from  the 
Militia  Garrisons  for  the  different  small  posts  on  the  Mohawk 
River,  especially  for  Fort  Herkimer,  to  which  Place  the  Ord- 
nance &  Stores  were  removed  from  Fort  Schuyler  &  I  have 
Reason  to  believe  great  Part  of  them  still  remain  there.  For 
altho  we  have  not  to  apprehend  any  formidable  Body  of  the 
Enemy  on  our  Frontiers  in  the  Course  of  the  Winter,  yet  tliey 
have  seldom  failed  visiting  us  with  small  Parties,  sufficient 
to  annoy  these  posts,  should  they  find  them  abandoned  or 
possessed  only  by  the  neighboring  Inhabitants  &  to  deso- 
late the  Country.  The  raising  of  Levies  at  this  Season  will 
be  attended  with  a  great  Expence  &  Difficulty  and  an  additional 
Consumption  of  our  Provisions  &  Stores.  I,  therefore,  sincerely 
wish  it  might  be  avoided  &  I  would  fain  hope  that  such  a  Dis- 
position may  be  made  of  the  Army  as  to  render  it  unnecessary. 

I  ajii  Dr  Sir,  with  great  Regard,  Your  Most  Obedt  Servt. 
The  honble.  Major  Genl.  Heath. 


[No.  4174.] 

Robert  Yates  Reports  the  Apprehension  of  Tico  Xotorious  Characters 
at  Sehodat'h—The  Oorcrnor's  Rrpfi/. 

Albany  Novr.  29th,  17S1. 
Sir.  The  noted  Tom  Wood  and  one  Robert  Whoolor  wore  last  Saturday  night  appre- 
hended at  Sliodac  by  Cornelius  Schcrmerhorn,  after  having  robbed  hiu)  in  his  House 
of  a  Considerable  sum  of  money  (as  Is  said),  indulwinp;  themselves  into  the  too  free  use 
of  Liquor  which  they  found  in  the  House,  it  afforded  an  opperty  to  Mr.  Sohermerhorn 
to  apprehend  them.  It  Is  the  wish  of  the  Inhabitants,  they  should  bo  tryod  as  soon  as 
possible.  As  the  last  eomission  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  expired  last  October— no  special 
session  can  be  held  unless  your  Excellency  will  give  directions  for  issuing  a  new 
Commission.     I    am    with    the    greatest    respect,    Your    Excellency's    Most    obedient    & 

Huml.  Servt. 

Robert  "iates. 
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TuE  Governor's  Reply. 

Nov'r  [Dvc]  3(1,  1781. 
Dr  Sir,  I  am  liaj)py  in  hoariiij:^  of  the  ai)i)r('li('n(linp  of  tb*^  two 
\'illaiiis  inontioiHvl  in  yv  Ldt*  r  of  I  lie  L'l>  ulto.  JMrvjons  to  tin' 
roc't  of  it  Xew  Coniiuissiims  of  Oyer  iVic  liad  issikhI  for  the  sev- 
eral Counties  in  tho  State.  Tlic  Ally  (iciil.  lias  them  .K;  I  expect 
will  forwd  the  one  for  Albany  wiih  (lie  J*r(Hei>t  by  this  Con- 
veyanee  as  I  apprized  him  of  the  Contents  of  yr.  Letter. 


[No.  4175.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  Isaac  Roosevelt — Tico  Officers  Captured  and 
Conveyed  to  Xciv  York  Who  Went  to  Lomj  Island  to  Procure  Cloth- 
ing for  the  State. 

Novr.  20th,  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  The  bearers  Mr.  MeFarren  «fc  Mr.  Thos.  Greenell 
waited  on  me  last  night  to  inform  nie  tliat  Major  Davis  &  Capt. 
Greenell  who  went  over  to  rx)ng  Island  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing &  bringing  off  Clothing  on  Acct.  of  this  State,  were  on 
Friday  last  made  Prisoners  by  the  Enemy  &  taken  to  New  Yorlv. 
They  had,  Mr.  Gretinll  informs  lie  has  reason  to  believe,  col- 
lected to  a  consid«*ra]>l('  Amount,  whicli  wilh  some  belonging  to 
Mr.  McFarren  lay  ready  to  be  brought  olT;  but  as  the  Permits 
were  in  Major  Davis'  Hands,  the  business  could  not  be  effected. 
These  Gentlemen  now  wan!  further  Directions  on  the  subject, 
and  as  1  have  liad  no  particular  Agency  in  the  lousiness  since 
yourself  &  Colo.  Floyd  have  had  the  mnnairenient  of  it,  Sc  as 
Colo.  Floyd  is  gone  to  Phiia.  I  iliought  it  niowt  advisable  to 
direct  them  to  wait  on  you  for  ihr  Purpose.  I  enclose  you  two 
blank  Permits  which  lif  you  conceive  it  expedient)  you  will  fill 
uj»  wilh  the  names  of  such  p«  rsmis  as  you  niay  ihink  proper. 
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Mr.  McFarren  &  Mr.  Greenell  are  acquainted  with  the  Traine 
of  the  Business  &  will  I  presume  be  able  to  recommend  proper 
Persons  to  have  this  part  of  it  executed.  I  would  only  observe 
that  McFarrens  Effects  were  to  be  brought  off  under  such  con- 
ditions &  Restrictions  as  should  be  directed  by  the  Comr's.  &c.  & 
I  was  led  to  believe  Major  Davis  had  so  conducted  as  that  the 
public  service  was  to  be  advanced  by  this  indulgence  which  I 
still  believe  to  be  the  case. 

I  am  &c  &c 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  Esqr. 

By  His  Excellency  Geo:  Clinton,  Esqr.  Govr.  &c  &c 

Permission  is  hereby  granted  to to  proceed 

to  Suffolk  County  on  Long  Island  and  bring  oft'  from  thence  to 
such  other  place  in  this  State  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Com- 
mission for  procuring  Monies  on  Loan,  &c  for  the  use  of  this 
State,  such  Articles  of  Cloathing  and  Necessaries  for  the 
T'roops  of  this  State  as  were  procured  by  Major  John  Davis 
including  those  agreed  to  be  delivered  by  ^Fr.  Thomas  McFarren. 
Given  &c  this  20th  Novr.  1781. 


[No.  4176.] 

General  Ilcath  I)ifonns  Governor  Clinton  As  to  the  Disposition  of 

the  Troops  for  the  Winter. 

ir(^nd(innrlors,  lliirli lands,  XovtMnlxM'  !>(),  178L 
Sir,  I  am  lliis  morning  honored  wiili  your's  of  the  2Tth.  It 
was  my  intent  ion  llinl  (lu^  (wo  New  I  Lnnpsliiri^  rc^inuMits,  now 
at  the  NortlnvMi'd,  should  winltM*  in  liial  (luarter,  and  appre- 
hended they  would  be  snUiiicnt  for  the  po<<ls  on  the  Mowhawk 
river  also,  aftc^r  the  tiim^  of  srrviot^  for  wliiciA  tln^  li^vii^s  are  en- 
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paped,  oxpiro.  T  liiivo  seasonably  Ixm'r  ordrrinp  provisions  to 
Alliany  U'xot'pt  Hour)  ;iih1  cniii  ioniiiL;  ( !<'ii(i;il  Si;m1;  to  mail  him- 
self (if  i1h>  h«'s(  opjiortimities  to  liave  tluin  sent  jo  those  posts 
which  will  itMiiiire  thfiii  diirini;  the  winter.  1  have  wriUen  to 
the  coiinnanih  r  in  cliirf  and  informed  him  (►f  my  intention;  if  be 
approves  it,  the  two  repinn-nts  above  mentioned  will  parrison 
the  northern  district.  Their  strength  will  probably  be  between 
three  and  four  hundred  each;  which,  I  think,  will  l»e  sullicient 
during  the  winter.  If  you  think  otherwise,  1  will  ihank  you  for 
a  hint  on  the  subject. 

I  cannot  spare  any  regular  troops  for  other  of  the  western 
frontiers,  and  the  state  must  provide  for  them  if  necessary. 
The  moment  I  receive  the  approbation  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  I  will  direct  General  Stark  to  send  a  detachment  season- 
ably to  relieve  the  levies  on  the  ^lowhawk  river. 

The  distribution  of  the  army  to  winter  quarters,  is  as  follows: 
The  Jersey  line  near  Morristown.  the  New  ^'oI•k  line  between 
that  and  the  North  river,  jierhaps  near  Pompton,  the  Connecti- 
cut line  at  the  huts  built  by  them  the  last  year,  the  Rhode  Island 
regiment  brigaded  with  ihe  ConneclicuL  line,  two  Massachusetts 
brigades  at  West  point,  one  near  the  south  redou])t  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  and  one  reginnnt  in  the  huts  built  the  last  year 
l>y  the  New  Hampshire  troops,  the  second  regiment  light 
dragoons  in  Connecticut,  the  artillery  at  West  point.  laght 
parties  will  be  kej»i  on  the  lines  below  (  rompond  and  at  l>ed- 
for«l.  for  the  protection  of  the  country. 

I  think  there  will  l»e  no  alteration  at  the  Niui  hw  ai<l,  unless 
brigadier-general  llazen's  r<'ginient  should  go  to  that  quarter 
instead  of  th.-  two  New  Hampshire  regiments.  This  I  shall 
know  wlien  I  hear  from  the  commander  in  chii'f. 
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I  will  thank  you  for  information  what  places  at  the  North- 
ward will  be  most  probably  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy  during  the  winter,  and  when  and  in  what  numbers  the 
troops  will  be  most  advantageously  cantoned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  very  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  servant. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4177.] 

President  Hanson  to  Governor  Clinton — With  the  Act  of  Congress 
Requesting  the  Several  States  to  Pass  Laws  to  Punish  Viol-ations 
of  the  Rights  of  Amhassadors,  Etc. 

(Circular.) 

Sir,  Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  herewith  a  copy 
of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  instant,  respecting  violations 
of  the  laws  of  Nations,  and  the  erection  of  proper  tribunals 
for  punishing  them. 

Such  is  the  importance  of  the  objects  recommended  in  that 
act,  and  so  obvious  is  the  necessity  for  some  regulations  respect- 
ing them,  that  I  feel  satisfied  they  will  engage  the  immediate 
attention  of  your  Excellency  and  the  Legislature  of  your  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  Sir,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Obedient  &  very  humble  Serv't. 
Philadelphia,  31*  Nov.,  17S1. 
His  Excellency  The  Governor  of  New  York. 

Act  of  Conguess  bkquestinq  tijk  skvkiial  States  to   i'ass   laws  to  punish  all 

VIOLATIONS    OV    THE    lUUlirS    OK    amhassadors    ANP    ATI,    WHO    AUE    I  Nl>EU    FLAGS    OF 
TUUCEj   ETC. 

liy  tho  United  States  In  Congress  Assembled. 

November  23a,  1781. 
On  ft  report  of  a  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a   recommendation  to  the  States  to 
enact  laws  for  punishing  infractions  of  the  laws  of  nations — 


•The  following  Is  inserted  in  pencil; 
You  mean  30  Nov. 
My  dear  Sir, 

"30  days  bath  September 
"April,  June  and  November." 
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Rc8olvcti  i  nai  ii  bo  rocoinuuMiilcd  to  the  Legislaiurcs  of  the  Bcvcral  SLatca  to  provide 
cxpcdllluut*.   exemplary  uiul  ad<-<iuatti  puiuslitiu'ia. 

First— (or  the  violattou  of  hafo  couUucts  or  I'abspurts,  exprcbbly  t^rauted  uudur  tUo 
Authority  of  Cojiktcss  to  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power  In  llnio  of  War. 

Secondly— fur  the  commission  of  Acta  of  bohtlhly  agaluut  such  as  are  In  Amity  leaguo 
or  truce  with  the  I'ulted  States,  or  who  aro  wliblu  tho  same  under  a  general  Impitod 
Safe  conduct. 

Thirdly— for  the  Infractions  of  tho  immunities  of  Ambassadors  and  other  public  Min- 
isters authorlHcd  &  received  as  such  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled— by 
animadverting  on  violence  offered  to  their  persons,  houses,  carriages  &  property  under 
tho  liuutatiuns  allowed  by  tho  Usiuge^  of  nations,  and  on  disturbance  given  to  tho  free 
exercise  of  their  religion  by  annulling  all  writs  and  procoi^ses  at  any  time  sued  forth 
against  an  Ambassador,  or  other  public  Minister  or  against  their  goods  and  Chatties, 
or  against  their  domestic  servant,  whereby  his  person  may  be  arrested:    And 

Fourthly— for  Infractions  of  treaties  and  conventions  to  which  the  United  States  are  a 
party. 

The  proceeding  being  only  those  Offences  against  the  law  of  Nations  wUkh  arc  most 
obvious,  and  public  faith  &  safety  requiring  that  punishment  should  be  co-extenslve 
with  such  crimes. 

Resolved,  That  It  be  farther  recommended  to  the  several  States,  to  erect  a  Tribunal 
In  each  state,  or  to  vest  one  already  existing,  with  power  to  decide  on  Ofences  against 
the  law  of  Nations  not  Contained  In  the  aforegoing  enumeration  under  convenient 
restrictions. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  farther  recommended,  to  authorize  suits  to  be  Instituted  for 
damages  by  tho  party  Injured,  and  for  compensation  to  the  United  States  for  damage 
sustained  by  them  from  an  injury  done  to  a  foreign  power  by  a  citizen. 

Extract  from  tho  Minutes, 

Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 


[No.  4178.] 

General  John  Morin  Scott  Imrprcsscs  Upon  the  Mind  of  the  Governor 
the  Xeccssiti/  of  Having  Cash  Before  Proceeding  to  Congress. 

Fish  Kill  Saty.  Ever.  1st  Deer.  1781. 
Dear  Sir,  Doctor  ;McKni«^'lit  will  set  olT  in  the  morning  for 
Poghkepsie.  I  improve  this  opportunity  to  inform  yon  that 
Colonel  Nicolas  will  depart  for  Philadelphia  on  Monday,  who 
will  alTord  a  safe  means  of  Conveying  any  dispatches  You  may 
liave  for  f'ongrcss,  if  you  have  not  already  sent  the  Matters  com- 
mitted to  your  Care  by  the  concurrent  Resolutions  of  the  two 
Houses.  Whether  those  are  sent  or  not  I  should  be  obliged  to 
your  Excellency  for  directing  Colonel  Hejison  to  inclose  to  Me  all 
that  the  Legislature  has  charged  on  the  Delegates,  that  I  may 
transmit  them  to  Colonel  Floyd,  to  whom  1  shall  write  by 
Colonel  Nicolas.  As  it  is  fixed  that  I  go  to  Congress  without 
Loss  of  Time,  I  am  impatient  to  be  gone;  and  as  nothing  but 
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some  unforeseen  Accident  or  the  Want  of  Money  will  detain  me 
a  Moment,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  when  I  may  have  the  prospect 
of  being  supplied  with  cash;  for  I  dare  not  put  myself  to  any 
extraordinary  Expence  for  the  Journey  till  that  be  rendered 
certain.  Mr.  Harper,  I  request,  may  be  ordered  to  make  out 
the  General  Commissions  to  the  Delegates  immediately,  that  I 
may  send  it  to  Colonel  Floyd.  The  Exemplifications  may  be 
made  out  as  they  are  wanted.  Colonel  Varick  is  my  sworn 
deputy  and  will  assist — as  Mrs.  McKnight  will  go  with  the 
Doctor,  and  they  will  probably  be  out  a  Night  or  two,  would  it 
be  amiss  to  send  the  above  Matters  by  Berkley,  lest  Colonel 
Nicolas  should  be  gone?  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect  Your 
Excellency's  most  obt.  Servt. 
His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton. 


[No.  4179.] 

James  Duane  Notifies  Governor  Clinton  That  New  York  State  Papers 
in  CongressWere  Deposited  in  a  Box  with  Mr. Secretary  Thomson. 

Manour  Livingston,  2d  Decemr.  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  When  we  left  Philadelphia  we  deposited  the  State 
papers  in  a  Box  with  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson.  The  Key  I 
neglected  to  deliver  to  your  Excelency  as  I  passed  thro'  Pogh- 
kepsie  and  it  is  now  sent  by  Col.  Troup  for  tlu^  use  of  such  of  the 
delegates  as  are  appointed  to  attend  Congress.  In  this  retired 
Situation  I  can  have  nothing  to  communicate,  but  the  sincere 
Respect  of  Mrs.  Duane  and  myself  to  your  Lady.  My  friends  at 
Philadelphia  write  me  nolhiiig  material. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  Esteem  and 
Regard,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  afectionate  &  Obedient  huiul.  Servant 
His  Excelency  Governour  Clinton. 
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[Xo.  4180.] 

Captain  J  hum  I   WilliatHS  liCitorts  to  the  Uovcrnor  the  Dofcrtion  o/ 
Thirtii  Men  of  His  Company. 

Continantall  ^'ill:l^'('  I )(MM'iiiber  2,  81. 
Dear  Governnr:  1  iidw  Address  vour  Kxleiicv  on  A  Subject  I 
trust  as  Disaj^reable  to  yourself  as  nie;  nij^b  tirty  of  my  men 
Last  Ni<rhl  l)eserted,  occasiuued  by  iiiCuri-i^MueuL  ;;iveii  them  by 
Milisha  olVieers  at  liomc.  tbat  tlie  Assembly  bad  ]»assed  A  law 
tliat  they  Should  bee  disebaiid  at  the  end  of  Last  Month,  and  if 
they  would  Dissert  they  would  pertect  them;  Som  of  the  Lead- 
ing Min  is  likewise  Concerd  in  the  same  by  the  Soldier's  Ac- 
counts. I  shall  endevoiii*  to  A|>])rehen(l  iliciii  if  ]»nsible  and 
should  bee  ^^lad  of  your  1  )ii-t'ct  ions  in  i  lie  Mailer  and  Kcmn  your 
Elceneys  Most  obdient  mble  Servt 
His  Kxi'v  (iouvernor  Clinton. 


[No.  4181.] 
Colonel  John  Cantinc  to  Governor  Clinton  As  to  Powder. 

>rarbletown,  Deeombr.  ye  3d,  1781. 

Sir,  Colo.  Paulin^^  iWlio  I  spoke  to  on  tlic  Subject)  informs 
me  he  had  a  Quantity  of  Ammunition  on  hand  Drawn  from  the 
public  stor<*s  for  the  use  of  the  Levies  under  his  command.  This 
beinp:  an  article  my  Ivc;,^!  \\'ill  ;,n-<'atly  stand  in  Need  of  Next 
spring:,  I  beg  to  have  your  opinion  By  the  first  Convenience, 
Whether  or  Not  the  Colo,  would  be  justifiable  to  let  me  liave  it 
on  my  giving  his  Quarter  .Mnsto!-  ;i  K«  rcipi  fui\\li;ii  I  i;ike.  Ho 
Wishes  with  me  to  have  it  remain  on  the  frontier  but  at  the 
same-time  Cannot  Consent  to  l^-t  me  have  it  Without  an  order 
for  the  purpose  or  your  advice  favouring  it.  I  am  Sir,  With 
Sentiments  of  Esteem, 

Your  most  obedt.  ^^  TLimbl  Servt. 
Govt.  Clinton. 
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[No.  4182.] 

Representative  William  Floyd  Writes  to  the  Governor  for  the  Key  of 

a  Box  to  State  Papers  which  James  Duane  Forgot  to  Deliver  to 

the  Governor. 

Philadelphia,  December  3d  1781. 

Sir,  I  have  been  here  about  ten  days  but  am  not  able  to  give 
a  Vote  in  Congress  as  my  Collegue  is  not  yet  arrived.  Several 
States  being  unrepresented  as  well  as  ours,  which  makes  a  very 
thin  house  and  Difficult  to  do  Business  as  every  Question  Re- 
quires seven  states  to  agree  to  it  before  it  can  pass. 

I  have  not  got  the  key  to  the  Box  which  contain  all  the  papers 
which  belong  to  our  State  here.  Mr.  L'hommedieu  informed  me 
that  Mr.  Duane  Intended  to  leave  it  with  your  Excellency.  I 
hope  Mr.  Scott  will  bring  it  on  with  him  if  he  Comes;  if  he  does 
not,  I  hope  another  of  my  Colegues  will  come  on  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, for  it  is  very  Disagreable  for  me  to  be  attending  here  with- 
out being  able  to  give  a  Vote  on  Interesting  Questions.  I  would, 
therefore,  beg  that  you  would  urge  the  Attendance  of  some  one 
or  other  of  them. 

There  is  nothing  material  passed  Congress  since  my  Attend- 
ance here  and  for  the  News  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
Inclosed  papers,  and  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  Respect  your 
most  Obedt.  and  luiiuble  Servt. 


[No.  4183.] 

Gorornor  Clinton  Asks  Ihc  I nlcrcrssion  of  WiJIidni  Ilni/d  in  the 
Matter  of  a  Financial  Obiujalion  wliivli  lie  hicnncd  in  Hchalf 
of  the  Govcrnnii  lit  Fire  Years  Frcrious. 

rok(H'psi(»,  ;>r(l  Dorr.  1781. 
D(^ar  Sir,   As  I  Imvc*  for  llu^so  sevei*al  v(>ars  past  by  ;iii  Altni- 

tion  to  tlie  public  utterly  neglected   u\\  own   private  r>usiness. 
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1  liinl  I  w;in(  ilic  :issistaiu'i'  of  a  Friciid  (o  procure  the  scttlo- 
mt'iit  of  :in  Old  Account  coutractcil  oui  of  zeal  for  tlio  public 
8orvici\  t'sprcially  as  I  am  ap])r(»lu'nsivo  sliould  it  bo  lonpor 
noploctod  I  may  loose  the  nallanco  wliicli  1  can  by  no  means 
afford  i^'  I  know  of  no  lN>rson  but  yourself  that  I  wou'd  venture 
to  Trouble  on  the  Occasion.  In  llie  year  1T7»)  when  I  lay  with 
my  "Rrii^ade  at  Kinir's  Bridc^e,  rnmmissai'y  Trunil)ull  (the  Army 
likely  to  fall  short  of  Bread)  requested  me  to  send  one  of  my 
officers  uji  the  river  to  purchase  5000  Busliells  of  Wheat  or  an 
equivalent  in  I'lour  for  public  Use.  I  accordinpjly  complied;  the 
Quantity  was  purchased,  but  the  Military  ch("st  beinj:^  exhausted 
he  was  either  unable  or  nc^p^lected  to  furnish  rnsli  to  make  Pay- 
ment c'v:  I  was  obliji^ed  to  advance  of  my  own  and  money  I  bor- 
rowed (which  i>ay  interest  for  to  this  day)  for  the  Purpose.  After 
some  considerable  Time,  Wm.  Paulding  one  of  the  Deputies  paid 
me  a  i»art  in  a  depreciated  State,  but  there  yet  remains  due 
£100rj.  .9.7  which  I  am  informed  is,  as  some  Time  since,  audited 
&  settled  with  Corny  Trumbull's  or  his  I>epy.  Paulding's  Ac- 
counts, &  Paulding  in  my  absence  left  at  my  house  a  CeHifi- 
cate  or  Note  for  the  Ballance.  I  do  not,  however,  find  myself 
more  likely  to  obtain  the  Cash  or  projjer  security  for  it  than 
before  the  settlement  iS:  his  certificate  does  not  intitle  me  to 
Interest,  i^  whenever  1  apply  for  Payment  I  am  told  Congress 
have  not  enabled  him  to  make  it.  In  this  Situation  I  have,  there- 
fore, to  request  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  inform  yourself 
by  making  the  necessary  Kinpiiry  at  the  proper  Otlices  an<l 
advise  me  in  What  manner  1  am  to  proceed  to  rec«)ver  or  secure 
the  Ballance  du*-  me  with  Interest.  I  am  sensible  the  Kstate  of 
Mr.  Trumbull  &  his  Dep'y.  Paulding  arc  answerable  for  my 
debt,  but  a  .«<uit  agt.  them  woud  be  hard  \  disagreeable  to  me. 
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If  Colo.  Trumbull  the  Gen'l.  Secr'y.  should  be  at  Philadelphia, 
I  wish  you  to  speak  to  him  on  this  subject,  as  he  was  appointed 
to  settle  his  Brothers  Acct's.  &  may  perhaps  conceive  it  proper 
to  interest  himself  in  the  settlement  of  mine.  I  have  not  a 
Word  of  News.  Judge  Smith  who  will  deliver  this,  will  be  able 
to  inform  you  of  everything  relative  to  the  State.  You  will 
oblige  me  by  an  Answer  on  his  Return.  I  am  &c  G.  Clinton. 
The  honble.  Wm.  Floyd,  Esqr. 


[No.  4184.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Gansevoort  as  to  Providing  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers  During  the  Winter. 

\  Pokeepsie,  3d  Dec'r.  1781. 

Sir,  The  Legislature  having  at  their  late  meeting  provided 
for  the  further  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  by  authorizing  the  Per- 
son administering  the  Government,  occasionally  to  draw  out 
into  actual  service  from  all  or  any  of  the  Districts  of  the  Bri- 
gades or  Regt's  of  the  Militia  as  often  as  he  shall  deem  it  neces- 
sary for  the  defense  of  the  State,  and  as  in  our  presi^it  dis- 
tressed situation,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  as  much  as  may  be 
consistent  with  my  duty  to  the  Frontier  Settlements  to  avoid 
burthening  the  inhabitants  with  unnecessary  expenses  or 
trouble.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  opinion  and  the 
sentiments  of  such  of  the  Field  Ollicers  «&  other  principal  Gentle- 
men within  the  district  of  your  lirigade  as  you  can  wiih  con- 
veniency  and  Expedition  consult  on  tlie  oecasidn,  wlietlier  it 
will  be  necessary  to  carry  iuio  oxeculion  ilu'  above  provision 
before  the  opening  of  the  Spring,  if  so,  tlu^  number  of  Men 
wanted  for  the  protection  of  ilie  I'rontiers  of  Albany,  Char- 
lotto  and  Trvon  counties  in    the   \\  inter  Season,  and   ihai    vou 
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will   iransiiiif    in«'  tlir  itsuK    wiili    the  lr;is(    possiltlc  drhiy.     T<> 

i'iial>lr  vou  l«)  (li'ttTiuinr  ii|i(ni  lliis  suhjrcl,  ii  is  luojicr  to  iiifoi'iu 

vou    thai     I    am    advised    l»v    (Icii'l    llcalli     (to    whom     I    applied 

for   the  ^\iIlI»•^    ariaii.uomciil     (d"    the     Afiiiv,   ]»arl  inilarly  as   it 

rciaii'd   to   ihr   Iroiilicrs  of   ihi.s  StaU'j   thai    it   is  liis  iiitt'iition 

that  tho  "2  New  TTaTn]>s]ni'(^  I'f^jxts.  now  at  tlic  Xorlhward,  and 

whirli  ho  montiuns  as  Ixiiii::  each  hct  wren  .'I  \    Idd  strong,  shall 

garrison    the   Xoiihrm   Posts,  cK:    those   on    the    Moliawk   river. 

I  am,  \(' 

Bricrr.  Gen'l  Gansevooit 


[No.  418.J.] 

Gorcrtwr  Clinton  Solicits  the  Views  of  General  Van  Rensselaer  in 

the  Matter  of  Proviiruuj   Df fence  for  the  Frontiers  During   the 

^V  inter. 

Pokeepsie,  3d  Dec'r.  1781. 

J^ir.  The  Lefj^ishitui'e  havin^•  al  theif  lafe  Afeetinc:  provided  for 
tlir  further  Defenee  of  the  Frontiers  by  autliorizinp^  the  Person 
administering  the  Government,  occasionally  to  draw  out  into 
aetnal  service  from  all  or  any  of  the  Districts  of  the  Brigades 
or  K«'gt's.  of  the  Militia  as  often  as  he  shall  deem  it  necessary, 
sneh  Nnmlter  of  ^fen,  not  exceeding  IHOO.  v^-  for  sncli  term  of 
Time  not  exceeding  1  year  from  tin'  1st  l>ay  of  Jan'y.  next,  as  he 
nhall  deem  most  conducive  (o  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  as 
in  <nir  present  distressed  situation,  it  is  my  earnest  Desire  as 
mueli  as  may  be  consistent  with  my  Duty  to  the  Frontier  Settle- 
ments to  avoid  liuii  lulling  thr  iidialiiiants  with  the  least 
iinneceBsnry  Expenses  or  Trouldr.  I  havr,  therefore,  to  request 
your  opinion  and  the  sentiments  of  such  of  iIk-  1-^ioId  Oflicers  .S: 
prinripal  Gentlemen  of  your  County  with  whom  can  with  eon 
venienry  &  Expedition  consult  on  the  Occasion,  whether  it  will 
he  nerissnry  to  carry  the  above  I'ro vision  ,is  far  as  it  respects 
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the  Western  Frontier  of  your  County  into  execution  before  the 
opening  of  the  Spring  &  if  it  shoud,  what  Number  of  Men  will 
be  necessary  for  its  protection  in  the  Winter  Season  &  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  transmit  me  the  Result  with  least  possible 
Delay.     I  am  &c. 

Eadem  die — A  similar  letter  to  Colos.  Allison  &  Snyder — 
leaving  out  in  Snyder's  the  words  icith  ivhom  you  can  tvith  con- 
veniency  and  expedition  consult,  &  insert'g  instead  thereof  luJio  it 
is  my  desire  may  he  consulted. 


[No.  4186.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  John  Morin  Scott  in  Relation  to  Neiv  York  State 
Matters  to  he  Considered  by  Congress. 

Poughkcepsie,  Deer.  3d,  1781. 

Dr  Sir,  About  a  week  since  a  safe  conveyance  offered  for 
Philadelphia  by  which  (as  your  setting  out  depended  on  a  Con- 
tingency which  might  detain  you  sometime)  I  transmitted  to 
Congress  &  Colo.  Floyd  all  the  Papers  respect'g  Vermont  agre- 
able  to  the  Request  of  the  Legislature.  I  also  sent  forward  by 
the  same  opportunity,  my  letter  to  the  I^resd't.  covor'g  a  Copy 
of  the  concurr't  Resolutions  of  bolli  Houses  c^i  llic  liahilily  cif 
the  State  under  a  Flying  Seal  to  Colo.  Floyd.  Tlieii*  mnv 
remains  no  other  Matters  to  be  sent  to  (^)ngress  exce])t  the 
Cases  of  Colo.  Van  Schaick  ^S:  Sir  James  Jay;  on  wliicli  1  liavo 
not  yet  prepari'd  my  Letters  neiihcr  do  1  conceive  it  very  neces- 
sary until  our  Stat(^  is  re]>r(^sent(Ml. 

Colo.  Hay  I  am  |H'rsuaded  is  using  every  means  to  procure 
iiion(\v,  but  I  really  do  not  believe  (liat  lie  has  yet  elTt^^ed  any 
Thing,  from   wliieli  it  can  be  deleriniiied   wlun  you  may  expect 
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to  bo  fiirnislicd  ^viIll  m  sujijilv  to  ciiahl*'  you  to  pror(»o(l  to 
(*on«xross. 

I  linvo  directed  Mr.  Harper  to  prepare  the  Commissn  wliirh 
will  he  forwarded  to  you  iininediat<dy  wIkmi  fmislied.  Colo. 
Benson  informs  u\r  that  Colo.  Floyd  took  wiLli  him  a  certified 
copy  of  tlio  Resolntion  of  tlie  Senate  on  the  last  election  of 
Delejj^ates,  which  he  supposed  w'd.  enable  liim  to  take  his  Seat 
♦S:  answer  every  Purpose  until  tin*  State  is  represented. 

I  enclose  you  the  Copy  of  a  Ix^tter  from  the  Presd't.  of  Con- 
gress for  your  Perusal  from  which  you  may  see  their  want  of 
more  Assistance. 


[Xo.  41S7.] 

[n    Ordinance   ARccrtnininf/   What   Captures  on    Water  Shall  Be 

Lawful. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4188.] 

Governor  Clintnn  to  (hneral  lliath  in  iielatian  to  the  Protection  of 
the  State  anil  lt.<  FmnticrR — Disposal  of  Prisoiu^rs  of  War. 

Pokecpsie,  4th  Deer.  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  been  duly  Honored  with  your  favois  of  i  he  2(Uh, 
20th  &  iiOth  ultimo.  I  am  much  obli^^'d  to  you  for  the  particular 
Detail  of  the  Di.stribution  of  the  .\rmy  to  Winter  Quarters 
which  you  have  ;^iven  nie,  iho'  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have 
troubled  you  for  more  than  what  immediat(dy  related  to  the 
Protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  this  State.  The  two  New  Hamp- 
shire regiments,  if  they  exceed  300  each  &  the  season  should 
not  prove  milder  than  Common,  so  as  to  render  the  Country 
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more  easy  of  access  to  Light  Parties  of  the  Enemy,  I  am  of 
Oppinnion  may  by  judicious  &  proper  Disposition  Answer  the 
Purposes  for  which  they  are  intended,  tho  if  Hazen's  coud  con- 
veniently be  added  to  that  Service,  it  woud  not  only  ease  those 
Regts.  in  Point  of  Duty  which  I  fear  will  otherwise  be  severe 
but  give  greater  Security  &  confidence  to  the  exposed  Settle- 
ments. 

The  Posts  usually  occupied  in  the  Winter  &  I  believe  best 
calculated  to  cover  the  Country  are  Saraghtoga  to  the  North- 
ward (from  whence  Detachments  can  be  made  to  White  Creek 
&  Balls  Town)  &  Fort  Herkimer,  Fort  Rensselaer  iSs:  Johnstown 
on  the  Mohawk  River  (from  which  small  detachments  can  also 
be  occasionally  made  to  other  small  Posts  in  their  respective 
vicinities)  and  Schohary  about  30  miles  West  of  Albany.  I  am 
not  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Importance  of  these  differ- 
ent Places  relatively  considered  as  to  be  able  to  determine  what 
Proportion  of  the  Troops  each  ought  to  have;  but  generally  it 
appears  to  me  that  at  least  the  largest  (sic)  Reg't  of  the  two, 
ought  to  be  distributed  to  the  Western  Posts  above  mentioned 
&  this  not  Diminished  by  any  Detachments  which  may  be  neces- 
sary to  leave  at  Albany  or  Schenectady  for  the  security  of  the 
public  Stores  &c.  The  Norihern  Frontier  is  not  so  extensive  nor 
more  exposed  to  the  Enemy,  and  can  derive  more  speedy  &  effect- 
ual Succor  from  the  ^lilitia.  The  Western  Frontier  of  Ulster  ^: 
Orange  being  more  remote  from  the  l'^neniy'i>  Posts  ♦S:  of  course 
less  liabh^  io  lluMr  Incursions,  (^specially  in  tlu^  Winter  Season, 
niiiy  Willi  grealer  ease  be  dertinhd  by  ilic  Miliiia  of  those  Coun- 
ties who  are  remarkably  wrU  alVci'tcd  vS:  favorabl.v  situated  for 
the  Pnri)()se.  ^^'ith  rcsjicit  to  NN'est  Chester  county  it  is  so  cou- 
tignous  to  «S:  connecjird  wiili   ilic  Army  \   under  ilie  Eye  of  the 
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ComiiiniHiiii^  (  MVkci-  of  ilic  I  »('|»:nlin('nl.  tlial    lie  cjm  .-iIwmvs  host 
«1rtrriiiilii>    nl'    llic     McMSiircs    v^     IniTc    for    ils    (Irfciirc    ^:     I     WOUld, 

tln'1-rfnrr.  wisli  to  he  •^itNcriicd  bv  liis  Advico  ;is  In  tho  oinbody- 
inj;  niiv  Addit  ioiKil  Force  for  tluit  (^narh-r.  Ii  was  (lie  iinpor- 
tunit  V  of  some  of  t  lie  principal  liilial)ilaiits  alone  iliaL  could  have 
inchn-rd  nn'  to  have  nicntion<'d  tin*  crcclinp:  of  Pdock  TFoiisos  in 
I  he  \'iciniiv  of  r.cdrord,  ».K;  if  llnv  can  ho  made  contented  wilh- 
(Mii  thrni,  I  sliall  he  perfectly  so;  hut  I  wood  ^M'atify  thcni  wilh 
ahnost  anything,  rather  than  that  ihcy  should  abandon  their 
settlements. 

It  is  my  o])ini()n  it  will  be  best  to  treat  all  the  Persons  taken 
by  Colo.  Willet  alike  as  Prisoners  of  War.  If  they  should  be 
delivered  over  to  the  Civil  Authority  of  the  State  (if  consistent 
with  Policy),  it  would  be  diflicult  if  not  impracticable  to  bring 
them  to  iryal,  for  the  Off(*nces  they  have  committed  &  the  result 
would  be  either  an  Mscape  from  our  Prisons  or  a  liberation  on 
Pail  ..K:  we  should  in  either  loose  the  advantajr*'  of  an  Exchange. 
I  am,  I)r  Sir.  «S:c. 


I  No.    IISO.] 

David  McCarti/  Intncalcs  fur  Miss  Uann  rslij/s  Passage  to  New  York 

to  See  UcrJirothcr. 

Coeyetnans  West  manor,  Rensselaerwyke  Deer,  4th,  1781. 
Sir.  MIhh  Anne  Hamernloy,  late  a  UcHldent  of  New  York  and  Now  of  this  place 
(bavelng  recently  heard  that  her  Brother  Mr.  Andrew  llamorslcy  of  New  York,  hath 
lately  lost  his  wife,  who  hnth  left  Sx  or  Seven  small  children)  ilnth  requested  me  to 
write  to  your  Excellency  to  Solicit  pcrmlnhion  for  her  to  ko  down  to  tho  Lines  near 
Kinics  nrldge.  to  see  whether  who  can  procure  an  Interview  with  her  brother  or  Other- 
wlfie  to  KO  Into  New  York  to  see  him  for  two  or  three  dayn.  MIhs  Haraorflcy  would  go 
with  Sleigh  and  hnrHox,  Ono  Fcmnic  Companion,  And  a  Driver,  and  moKt  erncHtly  Dogs 
your  Excellency  to  Con»lder  her  SIttuatlon  as  thU  Is  her  only  lirothor  llvelng.  And  I 
myself  If  your  Excellency  conceives  It  admlssable.  Would  beg  tho  Indulgence  for  her. 
which  If  granted  please  to  Order  a  Line  to  your  Excellencys  ropst  Obedient  and  very 
hur  *  '  vant 

Hi  acy  George  CllntoD. 
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[No.  4190.] 

Sir  James  Jay  Illustrates  to  Governor  Clinton  a  Shining  Instance 
of  the  Disadvantage  of  Indulging  in  Financial  Transactions  with 

the  Government. 

Poughkeepsie,  Decemr  4.  1781. 

Sir,  Agreeably  to  your  Excellency's  desire,  I  shall  give  you 
an  Account  of  the  Debt  due  to  me  from  the  Continent: 

In  July  1778,  soon  after  my  landing  in  Boston  from  France,  I 
was  going  to  lay  out  20,000  Continental  dollars  in  purchasing 
Loan  OfiSce  Certificates  which  bore  interest  payable  in  France; 
and  which  were  then  circulating  at  par  without  counting  the 
interest  due  upon  them.  The  Clothier  General  in  Boston  knew 
that  I  was  going  to  Philadelphia  to  deliver  certain  papers  I  had 
received  in  France  for  Congress.  He  assured  me  that  I  could 
get  such  Certificates  in  Philadelphia  and  requested  as  his  depart- 
ment was  in  great  want  of  cash,  that  I  would  advance  him  the 
money  and  take  his  Bill  on  the  Clothier  General  in  Philadelphia. 
To  serve  the  Public,  I  complied  with  his  desire:  advanced  him 
20,000  dollars,  and  took  his  bill  for  that  sum  on  ^Ir.  Mease, 
Clothier  General  in  Philadelphia.  The  Bill  was  drawn  payable 
5  days  after  sight,  which  the  Clothier  General  told  me  was  done 
merely  as  a  precaution  in  case  of  losing  or  being  robbed  of  the 
Bill,  but  that  nevertheless  i(  would  be  paid  at  sight.  On  my 
arrival  in  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Mease  was  not  in  tnsh  (o  i>ay  the 
bill.  1(  was  necessary  to  api)ly  1o  Congress  on  the  subject.  A 
misunderstanding  subsisted  between  Mint  TTonble  Body  v^-  liini. 
It  was  not  (ill  about  a.  forlniglil  nflcr  the  money  ought  to  have 
becMi  ])ni(l,  tlmt  ii  wnrrant  IssikmI  for  [hv  ]»avni('iit  of  it?  In  {ho 
mean  while  1  coud  uol  hear  of  any  such  cert  ilicatcs  as  I  wantrd. 
being  to  be  had  in  Philadelphia.  .\s  llu>  delay  thai  ha]>i)en('d 
respecting  the  payment  of  the  liill,  extended  to  a  Period  when 
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other  Eiifrafronionts  wliich  I  li;i(l  inado  took  placo,  it  deprived  me 
of  both  tinH'  and  opport  unit  v  to  dispose  of  tlie  money  as  I  otlier- 
wise  would  have  done;  and  induced  luf*  to  leave  it  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  to  deposit  the  ^^'arrant  with  the  Loan  Oflicer  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  rase  I  should  afterwards  think  it  ]»roj)er  to  take  out 
Certificates  at  that  office.  The  Warrant  remained  in  that  Gen- 
tleman's eustudy  till  October  1771).  It  was  then  taken  up  and 
the  nominal  sum  soon  aftc^rwnrds  received  upon  it  at  the  Treas- 
ury. As  I  have  not  my  pai>ers  by  me,  &  do  not  recollect  the 
precise  times  of  these  transactions,  1  (an not  specify  the  dates; 
nor  is  it  indeed  material  in  regard  to  the  Equity  of  my  Claim. 

iL  has  been  su^jposed  by  some  gentlemen  who  were  strangers 
to  me,  that  in  advancing  my  money  to  the  public  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned,  I  was  acuated  not  by  a  desire  of  promoting 
the  public  service,  but  by  the  view  of  transferring  my  property 
from  Boston  to  Philadelphia  with  ease  and  safety.  How  ill 
founded  such  a  sui)position  is,  will  be  immediately  evident  to 
you,  Sir,  who  know  that  as  Fishkill  was  the  residence  of  my 
family,  and  1  should  j>robably  reside  there  myself;  and  as  it  is 
situated  about  half  way  between  Boston  &  Philadelphia,  it  must 
have  l)een  the  same  thing  to  me  whether  I  carried  my  money 
from  Boston  to  Fishkill  or  from  Philadelphia  to  Fishkill. 

n  has  also  been  said  that  after  1  got  the  waiiant  it  was  owing 
lo  my  own  negligence  that  I  did  not  I'eceivr  the  money;  and  that, 
therefore,  I  ought  to  lose  by  tin?  depreciation.  I  can  assure 
your  Excellency  upon  my  honour,  I  hat  ilu-  delay  respecting  the 
payment  of  the  Bill  prevented  me  from  receiving  the  money  at 
the  time,  and  induced  me  to  leave  it  in  the  Treasury,  ^S:  lo  dej>osit 
the  Warrant  with  the  Loan  OHumt,  as  I  mentioned  before.  And 
in   regard   to   what  happened  subseijuent  to  that   period,   Your 
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Excellency  will  know  that  in  the  Autumn  Session  of  the  Legis- 
lature I  was  chosen  into  the  Senate,  that  I  regularly  attended 
that  Session;  that  in  the  Recess  of  the  Legislature  I  was  em- 
ployed by  Authority  in  making  Enquiries  into  the  introduction 
of  goods  &  merchandize  from  the  Enemy,  Abuses  in  the  Commis- 
sary &  Quarter  Master  Departments,  and  Infractions  of  the 
Embargo  Laws.  You  may  likewise  recollect,  Sir,  that  I  attended 
in  the  Legislature  the  Spring  following.  From  these  circum- 
stances you  will  be  able  to  judge  whether  my  application  to  pub- 
lic business,  to  say  nothing  of  family  concerns  admitted  of  my 
going  to  Philadelphia  till  the  summer  1779.  I  need  not  remind 
you  that  I  had  been  but  a  short  time  there,  before  the  operations 
of  the  enemy  at  Stony  &  Verplanc's  points  hurried  me  back  with 
the  greatest  expedition,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  join  you  at 
the  Militia  Camp  in  the  Highlands.  I  recall  these  circumstances 
to  your  mind.  Sir,  merely  to  show  how  ill  founded  the  Assertion 
which  I  have  mentioned  is,  not  to  derive  any  benefit  from  refut- 
ing it.  I  most  candidly  acknowledge  that  I  never  had  an  Idea 
that  in  a  Case  so  clearly  &  favorably  circumstanced  as  mine  was, 
the  Public  would  pay  less  than  it  had  actually  received. 

I  must  further  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  when  I  ad- 
vanced the  money  in  Boston,  the  Exchange  there  between  Con- 
tinental »&  specie  was  ;>  for  i;  and  of  courjse  the  -0,000  ])aper 
dollars  were  eqnall  to  OOOOf,  silvtM*  ones.  On  the  road  from 
thence  to  Philad('li)liin  I  mcl  willi  but  a  single  iiistaiu-e  where 
the  exchange  was  higher.  W  lun  1  received  the  20,000  dollars 
in  Philadelphia  in  177!),  the  Exchange  there  was  from  25  to  30 
for  1.  Your  KxcelU-ncy  will  n  adily  believe  that  I  was  not  insen- 
sible at  the  tim(\  that  according  to  the  lowest  exchange  at  only 
25  for  1,  the  20,(100  dollars  I  receive<l  were  worth  hut  800  in 
35 
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npt'cii.'.  I  Mill  i>t'rsii;i(|((l  tli;it  llic  iiniroriii  Iciku-  of  my  condiict 
will  imlucr  you  to  ln'Iicvr  me.  wli.n  1  nssiiir  you  (hat  ((Mil'Kh'nce 
in  lilt'  puhlir  lailli,  wiiicii  IuhI  ihiii  hccii  laU'ly  ri'iicwt'tl  in  the 
most  solrmn  ti-rms.  a  hearty  (hsirc  to  cooiH-ratc  in  the  intended 
appreciation,  and  a  fuli  conNiction  of  I  lie  Jusiier  of  Congress  iu 
ease  the  appreciation  should  not  succeed,  iiindered  me  from  tak- 
ing n(»lice,  at  the  lime,  of  the  dilTerence  in  the  real  valu«\ 

To  elucidate  the  subject,  1  shall  state  an  Account  iu  general 
terms.  ltetwe«Mi  tlie  Pultlic  and  myself.  Considering  that  the 
Money's  being  lefi  in  the  Public  Treasury,  was  owing  to  the 
Public,  not  to  me,  that  that  circumstance  operated  to  my  disad- 
vantage, noi  iu  my  fa\our;  and  that  the  Public  had  the  Henefit 
of  it  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  rcM'eived  on  Loan;  it  seems  not 
unreasonable  that  1  should  l)e  allowed  interest  from  the  time  it 
was  adxanced  !<»  the  Clothier  in  P»oston.  On  this  j>rinciple,  the 
Plan  of  the  Account  will  be  as  follows;  the  Dates  being  only 
ascertaim'd,  and  the  Cahnilat ions  made  accordingly.  To  take  it 
in  a  gross  way: 

1778 

July   H;  To  LM),0(I0  dollars  at  ::  for  1  OrjOfi  2/3  specie 

To  interest  on  1  >o.  at  <•  pr  ct.  from 
Iti  duly  ills  to  Oclobr.  Hi,  177!> 
beini:  IH  months  HOf) 


lllU  7ir,f;L>/3 

Octbr.  Hi    P.v  <'asli  reciMVed  on  the  above  NM) 


i^Ialanee  remaining  C366 
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1781 

Octr.  16  To  interest  on   6366   Dollars,   the 

above    balance,   from    Octr.    16, 

1779  to  Octr.  16,  1781,  being  two 

years,  at  6  pr  ct.  763 


I  remain.  Sir,  with  great  respect.  Your 
Excellency's  Most  Obt.  &  humble  Servt. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


7129 
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[No.  4192.] 
A  Request  for  an  Indigent  Family  to  Pass  to  Long  Island. 

Sir,  The  Famely  of  Ebenezer  Ryder  who  went  from  this  Precinct  to  the  Enemy 
Bome  years  ago,  yet  Remains  with  us,  a  Report  having  prevailed  for  some  time  past 
that  the  said  Ryder  was  not  Living,  and  the  peculiar  Helpless  state  the  family  has 
occasioned  a  Reluctance  in  the  minds  of  authority  Touching  the  measures  prescribed 
by  a  Late  act  of  the  State.  Ryder  it  seems  is  yet  Living,  has  been  over  in  a  flag  boat 
to  Standford  and  applied  to  General  Waterbury  for  permission  for  his  Wife  and 
Famely  to  Cross  the  Sound  to  Long  Island  from  Standford:  the  Genl.  Refuses  to  per- 
mitt  them,  unless  your  Excellency's  Consent  is  obtained,  in  which  Case  has  no  objec- 
tion; has  advised  Ryder  to  apply  therefor;  we  think  it  Duty  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  the  Removal  of  the  Famely  would  be  approv'd  of  by  the  Good  people  of  the 
precinct  as  a  measure  tending  to  public  good;  the  woman  a  Weekely  person,  has  six 
Children,  viz;  4  Sons  &  2  Daughters;  her  Eldest  Child  is  a  Son  between  15  and  16 
years  of  age  has  for  several  years  been  Incapable  of  erning  his  Bread,  by  Reason  of  a 
fever  Sore,  which  bids  fair  to  Render  him  Incapable  of  supporting  himself  thro  Life;  his 
State  is  such  at  present  that  no  person  here  would  engage  for  his  maintenance  for  his 
Labour,  after  this  Representation  of  the  Case  your  Excellency's  Pleasure  Touching  the 
matter  will  be  fully  satisfing  to  your  most  obedient  and  very  Humb'l  Servt. 

Wm.  Mott,  Just,  pease, 

Joseph  Crane 
South  East  Precinct  5th  Deer.  1781. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4193.] 

Thomas  Moffat  Informs  Governor  Clinton  That  Mr.  Wright  Can 
Procure  Supplies  for  the  Army. 

Blooming  Grove,  5  Decern.,  1781. 

Sir,  The  bearer  Mr.  Obadiali  Wright,  informs  me  that  he  has 
it  in  his  power  to  procure  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  \Yool- 
ling  Cloths,  Linnens  &c  suitable  for  our  Army,  and  will  dispose 
of  them  for  that  purpose,  if  he  can  obtain  your  Excellencies  per- 
mission to  bring  them  off  Long  Island. 

Mr.  Wright  will  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  he  will  Supply  the  publick  with  those  Articles  wliirli  will 
enable  you  to  Judge  of  the  propriety  of  (he  measure. 

I  am  with  (he  most  ])rofound  respect,  Your  Excellencies  most 
Obedient  &  very  Ihiml.  Servant 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


550  PrnLif  TArKiis  of  (Ikohob  Clinton. 

[No.  41!U.] 

Governor  CUttfnn  ]\'rit(s  to  Is<i(ir  lioosrrclt  Ixajardinrj  Mr.  Wr'n/JiVs 
Proposition  to  Scairr  Supplies  anil  Specie. 

r()ii<:lik(M'i.sir.  I)«MT.  5tli,  1781. 

Sir.  Siiicr  inv  last  by  Messrs  ( Ircciicll  \  Md'airrn  I  aiu  iii- 
foriiH'd  tliat  tlic  state  of  Coiiiicct  icut  ]^a^•('  called  in  all  llicir 
INTmissioii  for  luin^in;^-  any  Tliiiii:  t'roiii  Lon^^  Island  nndcr  any 
Pretence  whatever  so  tliat  iliis  Hiisiness  as  far  as  it  respects  or 
(lejx^nds  on  that  Slate  is  at  an  end.  TIk'  hearer,  however,  Mr. 
Obadiali  Wright  informs  nu'  lie  can  Itrin;^-  olV,  without  ])assing 
tliro  Connect ieiit.  Merchandize  »I»c  Specie  to  a  considerable 
amount,  for  wliitdi  no  money  is  to  bo  sent  oviT  in  return  «& 
amon*,'  which  will  Ite  articles  suitable  for  public  use  if  he  could 
ol)tain  a  Permission.  He  is  willin*^  to  enter  into  a  contract, 
which  if  elTected  I  think  it  may  i)e  beneficial  to  the  state;  but 
as  I  am  unauthorized.  I  have  directed  him  to  you  for  the  Pur- 
pose. If  you  should  come  to  any  Afj^reem't.  witli  him,  whatever 
Passport  from  nu*  you  shall  think  necessary,  will,  on  a  line  from 
you,  be  immediately  made  out.  I  am  &e. 
Isaac  Roosevelt  Esqr. 

P.  S.  Should  not  the  Croods  or  Money  be  at  Mr.  Wright's 
Risque  until  deliNcred  to  some  I'erson  appointed  by  you  to  re- 
ceive I  hem? 


[No.  41  !>:).] 

(Jovcrnor  Clinton  to  \hij(tr  Mih  inslrj/  o)nl  ilir  Proposition  to  lirrriiit 
!  nihr  the  iStatc  Land  Jiounti/  Law. 

Pou«;hkeep8ie,  Deer,  ."ith,  17S1. 

Sir,    I  am  favored  with  your  bin  i>i  (»f  the  :uith  ult.  &  3d  In- 

Btant  by  Lieut.  Mooi*e,  and  am  extremely  sorry  that  the  success 
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attending  the  exertions  of  the  gentlemen  to  recruit  a  Regt.  ap- 
pointed under  you  on  Bounties  of  unapropriated  Lands  is  not  in 
season  to  intitle  them  to  the  Encouragement  held  out  by  the 
Law  for  that  Purpose,  which  on  referring  to  their  Warrants 
they  will  find  limited  the  time  for  compleating  those  Cori)s  to 
the  1st  Day  of  Augt,  at  which  Period  the  Recruits  that  were 
engaged  Sc  mustered  appeared  to  be  less  than  two  thirds  of 
the  Number  necessary  to  compose  the  Regts;  it  became  my 
Duty  to  arrange  &  form  them  into  an  Independent  Corps  with- 
out the  least  authority  in  me  to  continue  the  Recruiting  Service. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  which  was  not  till  some- 
time in  October,  tho'  it  appeared  b}^  the  Muster  blaster's  re- 
turn that  not  more  than  GO  ^len  were  inlisted  for  both  Regts, 
I  nevertheless,  principalh'  moved  by  the  Encouragement  given 
me  by  yourself  and  Major  Throop,  recommended  a  Revision 
of  the  Law  that  the  Time  for  complcaliug  the  Corps  might 
be  prolonged  &  aditional  P^ncouragement  of  a  small  ])ecu- 
niary  Bounty  granted.  The  Legislature,  however,  did  not 
it  seems  think  jiroper  to  adopt  the  Measure  vK:  as  iliey  liavc^ 
provided  in  a  dilTerent  way  for  (he  Del'enee  of  liie  State 
I  have  but  lillle  liojics  tiial  tli(\v  will  reasunie  lliis  T.usi- 
ness  at  a  fuhire  Meeling.  I'roni  you  (MiaractiM*  of  Mr.  Moore,  1 
wish  to  serve  liini;  and  lie  may  rest  assured  it  he  has  reeruiled 
such  ]*ro])ortioH  of  I  he  Men  engaged  before  ihe  lirsi  of  August  as 
to  inllMe  him  (oa  Preferenee  (as  from  llie  Keliirns  iran.^iniiled 
by  you  I  believe  to  bo  (lie  ease),  I  will  ehearfully  consent  lo  his 
AppoinlmeiU  to  a  Lieulenaney,  Iho  this  cannot  be  d(»ne  nnlill 
the  next  Miu'ting  of  Ihe  Council.  The  Slate  is  not  possesed  of 
an  ArticU^  of  Cloatiiing  wiiich  1  ha\e  i  lu^  right  to  dispose  of. 
Congress  engaged  to  pay,  Cloath  vK:  sultsist  these  Corps  and  tho 


.■).")•_*  Pri.i.if   IV\ri:i:s  of  CJiiouck  Olinton*. 

ii  Im  iincfi-iain  wIuiIh  r  ii  is  ai  prisi'iil  in  llu'ir  Power  lu  supply 
tlicin,  yrf  a  I'roprr  Krtiiiii  «S:  .\|i|»li(at ion  oiiirht   to  ]k'  made  if) 
the  r<»iuinaiHliii;4  olliccr  of  1  lie  1  )('i>;i  rl  iiiciil   l'(»rlli;it    l*iii-[)()se. 
I  am  iVc 
Major  .MrKiiisiry. 


[No.  410().] 

Mutiun  in  Oenrral  ddtisciuxul's  liriffiulc — Colonel  Van  Rensselaer 
Taken  I*riso)ur  hij  Some  of  Wis  Oini  Men  i)i  Sympathy  with  Ver- 
mont— Prompt  Measures  Applied  by  the  Briga<le  Commatider. 

Albany,  (Jili  Dcccni'r.,  1781. 

Sir,  On  the  Htb  Instant  I  received  a  Letter  from  Lt.  Col.  John 
Van  Rensselaer  of  wlii(  li  ilie  inclosed  is  a  copy,  in  consequence 
wliereof  I  instantly  dispatclied  orders  to  Colonels  Yates  & 
Henry  \'an  Kensselaer  to  march  their  K^'gts.  to  the  relief  of  Lt. 
Colonel  Van  Kensselaer  and  for  (piellinp:  the  Insni'rection  men- 
tioned in  liis  Letter.  Copies  of  ili«'  orders  I  also  <lo  mys<'lf  the 
Honor  of  inclosing. 

This  morning  two  oclock.  Mr.  House  called  upon  me;  he  left 
Ll.  Col.  dohn  \'an  liensselaer  at  7  yesterday  eyening  and  is  sent 
by  him  expressly  for  the  ])ury)ose  of  recjiiesting  further  assist- 
ance, as  it  is  impossible  to  say  Nyhal  consequences  may  result 
from  the  present  disinrbances  and  as  I  haye  not  received  from 
your  Excellency  any  dire<'tions  on  this  subject  since  the  rising  of 
the  Legislature  at  their  last  Meeting,  who  1  am  informed  lia\e 
passed  some  resobition  retJpecting  the  Controversey.  I  have 
tliought  proper  to  defer  calling  (oit  any  other  part  of  my 
r.rigade,  until!  I  shall  heai-  froin  ymir  Kxcellency  farther  on  this 
business.     Mr.  Kouse  who  goes  express  will  deliver  your  Kxccl- 
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lency  this  Letter.     To  him  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  particu- 
lars of  his  capture  &  proceedings  of  the  Insurgents. 
I  am  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  very  Hum  Servt 

Peter  Gansevoort. 
To  His  Excellency  Governour  Clinton. 

Lieutenant    Colonel    John    Van    Rensselaer    Reports    the 
Affair  to  General  Gansevoort. 

St.  Coick  [Saint  Croix]*  Decern.  4th  1781. 
Dear  General,  These  are  a  Short  narative  to  inform  you  of 
the  Deplorable  Situation  we  are  in  &  reduced  to,  caused  by  the 
oparation  &  usurpation  of  Tirannical  Ruffians  who  have  dis- 
avowed alegiance  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  say  they  are 
subjects  to  the  State  of  Vermount;  a  few  days  ago  I  was  taken 
prisoner  by  them  with  Col.  Bratt,  Mr.  Fonda  and  other  Gentle- 
men, who  were  carried  to  Bennington,  treated  in  a  most  scan- 
dilous  manner  and  abused  when  we  ware  carried  to  Benning- 
ton, where  they  expected  aid  &  assistance;  they  were  treated 
with  contemjjt  by  the  Authority  of  Vermont;  we  were  treated 
by  them  like  Gentlemen,  were  discharged  and  told  we  coud  go 
home  about  our  Business.  Yesterday  Mr.  Rouse  of  Tomhanick 
was  taken  by  an  armed  force,  was  rescued  on  his  way  to  this 
place  by  a  number  of  faillifull  true  subjects  to  the  State  of 
New  York.  I  have  collected  an  armed  force,  but  very  incon- 
siderable, and  mean  to  support  our  jxu'sons  and  property  under 
the  Authorily  of  N(mv  York  at  the  exponce  of  my  Lifi^  aij:ainst 
all  assalts  and  userpation — therefore,  I  beg  Icavo  to  iutn^at  you, 


•Mr.  A.  J.  Wclse,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  author  of  the  "  History  of  Ronsselner  Countj  " 
and  "Troy's  One  Hundred  Yenra,"  stales:  "the  name  Saint  Croix  wus  given  by 
tlic  Invading  French  In  (heir  descents  Into  the  Hudson  Valley  and  parts  adjacent,  to 
th*?  tract  of  laud  at  (he  confluence  of  the  'Walloomsac*  and  Ilooslck  rivers.  The 
first  named  stream  was  often  denominated  (he  'St.  Cole'  or  '  Walloomscolc  '  river, 
and  Is  found  odierwise  written  *  Sancock.'  'St.  Coych.'  '  Sancoick."  'St.  Hoick,* 
*  Sancolx,*  and  •Snintcoix."  Hauni  begins  one  of  his  letters:  '  Sancolk,  llth  August, 
1777.'  " — St.vtk  HisToiu.w. 


."»."» i  Pl'ulic  PAricHs  of  Okorce  Clinton. 

Sir.  MS   ;i    I)('ar   fi-imd    IjiLrnj^^rd   in    llic  same   caiisr,    to  ^'ivc   mo 

all    tin*   Assistance   with   tlir  ;j:r<'at«'st    dispatcli   jiossil»l<\   least    I 

8hall    Im'    ro(lu('(Ml    to    the    iirccssit  y    of   snhjict  ini,^   myself    to    a 

SnjMri(»r   forco.     1    am,    \)i'   Sir,   with   respect  your   \"erv   sincere 

friend,  and  very  Hum  Servt. 

Jiu).  y-Au  I^'Hsselaer  Lt.  Colo. 
Oen.  Oansevoorf. 

General  Gansevoort^s  Orders  to  Colonel  Henry  Van  Rens- 
selaer AM)  TO  Colonel  Peter  Yates. 

Albany,  5  Deer.  1781. 

Sir,  T'pon  I\eceij>t  liereof  you  will  witli  all  Dispatch  march 
your  He^riment  to  St.  Coyck*  to  th(»  House  of  Lt.  Colo.  John  \'au 
Rensselaer  and  co-operate  with  Colo.  Yates  in  qu(dlinp:  an  Insur- 
rerti«m  whiih  lia^  taken  I'lace  in  his  Rej^iment,  the  late  Colo 
Van  Woerts,  and  your  own,  danj^'erous  to  the  TTonor  and  author- 
ity of  this  State.  \ini  will  be  exceedinglv  cautious  how  vou 
conduct  yourself  in  this  matter — tlie  utmost  eircumsix^ction  is 
to  be  observed  and  should  any  of  the  Insurj^ents  fall  into  your 
Hands  !>efore  you  reach  that  ]dace,  you  will  send  them  down  to 
this  iMace,  to^n-ther  wit  h  t  lie  Evidence  you  will  be  able  lo  collect 
against  them  and  fmm  Time  to  Time  report  your  Proceeding's 
to  me. 
(k)lo.  II.  \'an  Rensselaer. 

Sir,  I  am  informed  hy  Letter  from  Lt.  (.'olo.  dnlm  \  an  Itens- 
selner  of  your  Re^jiment.  tViat  an  Tnsurrertjon  exists  in  Part  of 
your  JCe^iment .  and  the  Re^^'iment  of  l.t.  Coin.  Ibniy  \'an  Reus- 
stdaer;  vou  will,  therefore,  withoni  I)ela\  marrh  as  manv  of 
Your  Rejjiment  as  yon  <an  mlleet  at  St.  Coyck*  to  the  House  (»f 
Lt.  (olo.  .lohn  \'an  Rensselaer,  where  you  will  be  joined  by  Lt. 
Colo.   Ifenrv    K'.    \an    Rensselaer   with   his    Regiment,  and   take 

•S<*»-    |»;iK»-  .!.».. 
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such  measures  for  quelling  the  Insurrection  as  shall  appear 
necessary  and  expedient.  I  must  recommend  to  you  the  greatest 
Precaution  and  Circumspection  in  the  Matter  and  from  Time  to 
Time  report  your  Proceedings  to  me. 

Albany  5  Dec.  1781. 
Colo.  P.  Yates.  ' 

[No.  4197.] 

Representative  William  Floyd  to  Governor  Clinton  Concerning  the 

Action  of  Congress  on  Neto  Yorlc's  Resolutions  in  Regard  to  the 

Vermont  Dispute. 

Philadelphia,  December  6th,  1781. 

Sir,  Since  writing  to  your  Excellency  two  days  ago  I  have 
been  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  24th  of  Nov'b'r.  with 
Several  others  therewith  enclosed,  all  which  are  Delivered. 

The  Concurrent  Resolves  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  Respect- 
ing the  New  Ilampshire  Grants  has  been  Read,  and  I  did  my 
Endeavour  to  have  them  Entered  on  the  Journals,  but  Could 
not  Succeed  in  that;  Gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  it  urged, 
that  it  was  unprecedented  and  very  Improper  to  Enter  on  their 
Journals,  Concurrent  Resolves  of  any  State,  which  had  a  direct 
tendenc}^  to  Criminate  Certain  Resolutions  of  Congress.  It 
Stands  Entered  on  <he  eTonrnal  tlial  tliey  were  Ri^ad  and  ordered 
to  be  Filed  in  the  Secretarie's  oflice. 

The  other  Resolves  with  your  Excellency's  I^^tter  Shewing 
the  Distressed  Circumstances  of  our  Stati^;  T  liavi*  got  Com- 
mitted lo  a  Special  Connuil  ti'c  and  ns  soon  as  tlie  Dotrrniiiiat  ion 
of  Congr(^ss  is  had  tlu^'iMin.  1  will  do  myself  (ho  ploasuro  to 
advise  you  lluToof. 

From  Sir  your  Most  Obodl.  and  very  luinihle  Si^rvt. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton, 
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I  No.   U1I8.] 

Fsolomon    Pnidhtan    Depicts  to  Govcnior  Clinton  the  Situation    in 
Vciinnnt  and  Suhfiiits  a  Schonc  to  I  tilizr  liritisJi  Prisoners. 

AllKiiiv,  Till  Deer.  1781. 
Sir,  I  rcturiuMl  last  eveniii^^  finm  ilic  I'ronticrs  of  X'crmont, 
wluM'o,  oviTv  tliinjTj  seems  to  bo  in  the  j^rcatest  confusion;  every 
thin«j:  is  said,  and  done,  but  what  tends  toward  j)oace,  and  regu- 
larity. Your  Exelenry  is  undoubtedly  arciuaintcd,  Hint  all  those 
Inhabitants  that  lives  west  of  the  twenty  mile  Line,  and  others 
without  the  bounds  of  their  former  Claim,  are  called  by  the 
Common  peoph%  Cattermountors;  &  those  within,  Vermounters. 
These  two  sets  of  people,  are  now  at  variance;  and  their  enmity 
daily  increases  toward  each  other.  The  Cattermountors  Com- 
pose a  sort  of  an  outrageous  mob;  and  are  supported  only  [by] 
the  Gouvernor,  Council,  and  a  few  hot-headed  people  in  Ver- 
mount;  but  their  supporters  daily  decrease  in  number  and 
strength.  1  likewise  find,  that  many  of  ihe  people  in,  and  about 
I»ennington,  and  other  parts  of  A'ermount,  ar(^  daily  falling  off 
from  their  new  State;  and  would  desert  yet  faster,  if  they  were 
sure  they  should  meet  with  ])ardon  for  th<'ir  former  conduct, 
from  the  State  of  New  York.  This  change,  is  owing  to  the  three 
following  reasons:  first,  the  incousistant  and  troblcsome  con- 
duct of  the  Catternionntcrs :  who,  so  far  overrun  the  bounds 
of  political  reason,  that  it  makes  them  sick  of  their  power. 
Secondly,  the  late  secret  negotiations  witli  the  Enemy  by  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  a  few  more  desining  men,  has  disgusted 
those  who  have  ever  had  a  sincc-ar  regard  ft)r  the  freedom  of  the 
T'nited  States  in  General.  And  thirdly,  their  paper  Currency, 
which  tliey  emited  as  a  State,  has  answir'd  them  no  better 
pur|K»se,  than  to  drain  all  the  hard  money  out  of  their  Treasury; 
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and  in  the  roome  of  it,  they  have  their  paper  Currency  of  no 
Credit.  The  hard  money  thus  set  on  float,  has  gone  to  different 
States  for  Merchandise:  so  that  they  have  now,  as  little  hard 
Cash,  in  proportion  to  their  wants,  as  the  State  of  New  York. 
To  remedy  this  false  step,  they  have  laid  a  heavy  Tax  in  specie; 
not  only  upon  all  the  Inhabitants  of  Vermont,  but  likewise  upon 
the  Cattermounters,  which  three  forths  of  the  people  of  Ver- 
mount  reject,  as  belonging  to  their  State.  I  have  already 
observed  to  your  Excelency,  that  the  Cattermounters  are  sup- 
ported only  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  a  few  others,  who 
seem  to  be  actuated  by  madness,  or  dispare.  Circumstances 
thus  considered,  I  am  of  oppinnion,  that  these  people  will,  of 
themselves  do  the  business  for  the  State  of  New  York.  It  only 
remains,  for  the  State  to  act  with  spirit  upon  the  one  hand; 
and  humanity  and  good  policy  upon  the  other.  I  understand 
there  is  an  application  gone  to  your  Exelency,  for  a  Military 
force,  to  quell  some  disturbances  that  are  now  existing,  between 
those  people  that  are  true  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the 
Cattermounters,  which  are  mixed  one  among  another;  but,  I 
am  of  oppinnion  that  this  method  may  better  be  postponed  to  a 
futer  day.  I  hope  your  Exelency  will  pardon  me,  for  i^iving  my 
oppinnion  so  freely;  while  I  Ix^g  leave  to  asure  you,  tlial  it  is 
not  my  design  to  incroach  upon  your  better  Judgment.  Inclosed 
I  send  your  Exelency  the  Coppy  of  a  Tvotter  from  Governor  Cliit- 
t(^nden  to  Mr.  Henry  Denker,*  in  Hk^  Manner  of  RensU^ar  Wyek 
I  liave  b(H^n  v(M-y  (^xart  in  taking  (liis  Copiiy:  I  liave  ovcu  ])lao(Ml 
the  Lines  as  I  found  (luMn. 

I  am  informed  by  good  authority,  that  there  is  several  British 
Soldiers,   lally  Ca])tur'd  by  Col.   W  illet.   who  are  prejudiced  in 

*See  document  41C1,   page  612. 
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favoi-  of  I  lie  fr»M(l(»in  of  (his  ('(Miiilrv;  iiiid  w  isli  (o  \)v  frcr  from 
tlio  Urilish  Army.  I  was  likcwisr  infoi'inM  llmt  tlioro  wore* 
sovim'mI  of  tlit'so  riisoiirrs,  wlio  uisliM  lo  iii^f.ii^c  as  Servants  to 
Aniciican  OlVicors.  or  i>ri\at('  ('o-iil  Icinrn.  ( )ii  my  way  from 
rou«;likeoj)sic  lo  Albany,  I  camo  to  a  rosoliition  to  take  out 
on«'  of  tliosi'  Pris()n(M*s  from  tlie  (^ity  •^^oal,  where  tlicy  were 
conlinrd;  and  keep  him  for  a  jtci-sonal  at  t<'n(hiiit .  inlil  I  had 
provM  liis  sincorily  and  lidrliiy:  and  wln'n  I  liad  sntVicicnt ly 
attach'd  liim  (o  my  Interest,  and  bent  liis  mind  to  my  purpose, 
I  intended  to  ^ive  him  orders  to  desert  me,  in  the  nij^lit,  and 
repair  to  sucli  pla(M'  as  I  slionld  direct:  tliere  to  remain  in  the 
service  of  such  peoph'  as  wouhl  best  answer  the  purpose 
intended:  when  lie  liad  sufficiently  jxain'd  their  confidence,  to 
receive  their  dispatches  for  the  Knemy  at  Xew  York,  and  brinj; 
tlM-m  to  me:  When  I  had  taken  projjper  methods  to  open,  and 
Coppy  their  Contents,  I  would  Seal,  and  send  them  on  to  New 
York;  with  propper  directions  to  return  wilh  tiie  Knemies  dis- 
patches to  me.  I  be«^  leave  to  pro])ose  to  your  Kxelency,  whether 
these  i)eoph'  mi«^ht  not  be  made  usefull  Tools  of,  to  the  advan- 
tage, not  (»nly  of  this  State,  bni  of  the  Iniied  States  in  general. 
IJefore  my  arrival  at  Albany,  all  ili<'  iliiiish  Prisoners  that 
were  ronfin'd  in  this  <,'ity,  were  sent  down  lo  West  Toint  ;  and 
of  course  my  desij:n  was  frustrated.  However,  I  further  bejj 
leave  to  projiose  wheth.r  the  Plan  uould  nol  still  be  {^ood. 
Your  Kxelency  will  please  to  consider,  ilial  llie  man  propos'd 
is  a  P.ritish  Soldier,  taken  Prisoner  by  ("ol.  W  illei.  belon^^ing 
to  the  State  of  .\ew  ^'o^k•,  thai  he  is  still  a  Prisonei-;  will  desert 
from  the  said  Slate;  and  from  an  OlVner,  liiat  is  well  known  to 
be  an  Enemy  to  their  whole  proceeding's.  These  circumstances 
consider'd  if  the  Soldier  was  true  to  his  trusl.  il  would  be  next 
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to  impossible  for  these  people  to  discover  the  fraud.    As  to  the 
Soldier;  suppose  him  to  be  national,  and  so  far  attached  to  his 
native  Country,  that  he  would  not  willingly  act  against  it,  yet, 
he  would  probably  consider  this  as  an  internal  dispute  among 
ourselves;  and  that  it  did  not  Immediately  affect  him,  or  his 
nation:  and  that  it  would  be  his  interest  to  make  the  most  he 
coud  of  it,  to  his  own  advantage.    If  your  Exelency  thinks  these 
propositions  worthy  of  notice,   I  beg  you  will  write  to  Genl. 
Heath,  to  forward  one  of  these  Prisoners  to  me,  or  to  Albany 
gaol;  from  whence  I  can  receive  him.     There  are  among  these 
Prisoners  several  Mechanics  of  different  kinds.     If  one  that  is 
most  attached  to  this  country,  should  happen  to  be  a  Tayler, 
or  a  Shoe  Maker,  all  the  better;  as  he  could  introduce  himself 
from  house  to  house,  among  the  first  class  of  People,  without 
the  least  mistrust.    If  your  Exelency  has  anything  to  communi- 
cate to  me,  please  to  write  by  the  Post,  which  will  be  both  safe 
and  Direct.     I  presume  my  Title,  and  pretentions  to  Rank  in  the 
Line,  will  screen  me  from  Postege. 

Upon  the  4tli  Instant,  in  the  Night,  one  James  Vates,  living 
upon  the  western  boundaries  of  Pitts! own.  Murdered  liis  AVife 
and  four  Children  with  an  Ax;  l]i(>  eldcsl  ('»  years  ot  age,  and 
the  youngest  a  sucking  child.  He  likewise  iKJlled  liis  two  liorses, 
his  Cow,  and  his  l>og,  which  was  all  llie  living  ci-eainres  he  had 
abont  liis  hons(\  The  mni'deriM*  was  the  lii'st  that  niadi'  ilu^ 
discovery;  nor  did  he  attempt  to  make  his  escai>e.  lie  was 
broughl  inlo  lliis  Cily,  (his  aftei-neen. 

I    remain.   Sir,    wilh   all    due    respect,    A'eur    Kxcelencys    most 
obediant.  And  very  humble  Servant, 
His  l<'xel(Micv  Cioverncu'  Clinton. 


r»«»()  Pl'rlic  Patkus  ok  Okorcjk  Clinton. 

[No.    11!)!). 1 

William   Wills  K.r plains  tn  the  (lonDinr  11  is  licasons  for  Lrarifuj 
the  State — The  (lovcrnor's  Ivcph/. 

Pliila(l('lj)]iin,  Docoinr.  Tlli,  17S1. 
Sir,  Tlir  luanv  sinj^ular  in«laiHcs  of  vonr  Kxcclh'iicv's  favours 
lavs  iiM'  uiKh'i-  iiinic  ( )hliL;ali(>Tis  lliaii  T  fear  I  ovor  sliall  bo  able 
to  rrquito.     And  tlio.  at  prcst-nt  1  may  be  deprived  of  Power,  I 
am  iK^t  of  Will,  nor  1  trust  never  sliall,  and  I  hope  if  Providence 
restores  mo  a^ain  lo  my  former  sitnaiicni  in  life  that  a  great 
fulnosse  of  past  favours  may   he  d<('j)ly   imprest  on   my  mind. 
And  on  that  account  and  on  the  Tnanimily  of  the  People  in  their 
chojoe  for  mo.  both  Kxecutive  «&  Representative,  wou'd  be  a  great 
objection  to  mo  to  leave  the  State.     And  1  esteem  our  Form  of 
Government  better  than  any  I  have  yet  been  Acquainted  with, 
And  I  ill  ink  ihe  Council  of  Revision  a  good  check  at  sometimes 
upon  the  precipitate  Art  of  iiuili  Houses.     I'll  Instance  that  of 
the  Confiscation   IJill.     And    1   was    straniously    [strenuously] 
for  selling,  but  when  you  gave  your  reason  to  the  contrary,  you 
fullv  convinc't  me  I  was  wron;^,  and  from  that  time  I  made  use 
(,f  your  objections  foi-  suspending  the  sale  of  the  Principal  Es- 
tates which  liad  the  desirod  alTect:  and  1  strove  to  convince  the 
People  as  mticli  as  possiblo  that  your  views  was  for  their  good; 
Foi*  as  your  I'amily  ( 'onn<ri  ions  ware  but   few,  there  was  the 
more  Safety  to  be  expected,  for  I  allways  was  (vV   I  hope  ever 
shall  hi')  opposed  to  At  si    .Nb  n   with  mmh  powor,  whose  Intlu- 
ence  might  be  dangerous,  on  Account  of  tiieir  numer<»us  R<da- 
tions.  for  I  think  tlint  a  designing  Covernor.  witli  a  Xumber  of 
his  Friends  to  answer  his  purpose  might   sap  oui-  Constitution 
and  establish  an  Aristocracy  in  its  place;  but  these  little  hints  1 
shall  submit  to  your  Kxcellenry's  superior  W  isdome. 
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I  shoud  have  qualified  and  settled  the  Dispuie  in  Tryon 
County  agreeable  to  your  desire,  But  the  great  confusion  the 
People  was  in,  prevented,  and  when  I  left  that  Octr.  1780,  I  ex- 
pected to  return  in  a  Month,  but  hearing  of  the  Conflagration  of 
the  remainder  of  the  Settlements,  I  concluded  my  return  wou'd 
be  of  no  advantage  to  the  Inhabitants  nor  myself,  as  the  Enemy 
destroyd  my  place  and  all  the  Crops.  I  purpose  soon  to  Return, 
and  if  the  Vacancy  still  remains  I  will  Except  it,  if  it  is  agree- 
able to  you;  1  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  late  happy 
event,  in  the  Capture  of  Earl  Cornwallis  and  his  Army,  which 
I  hope  will  be  productive  of  Establishing  the  Independence  of 
America  and  an  Honourable  and  perminent  Peace.  I  went  to 
Virginia  last  Winter,  and  I  was  offerd  a  Deputation  to  Survey 
at  Kane  Tucke  [Kentucky]  or  any  other  of  their  Settlements  at 
Ohio,  and  a  Number  of  Gentlemen  offerd  to  purchase  Warrants 
(as  the  Land  Office  was  then  open)  and  give  me  the  1-6  part  of 
them  and  pay  me  for  surveying;  But  I  met  with  great  opposition 
from  Mrs.  Wills,  fearing  I  shoud  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Enemy  (as  I  had  often  narrowly  escaped)  which  prevented  me 
from  going;  But  1  hope  in  a  little  time  something  in  that  way 
offer  in  our  State. 

There  is  nothing  new  here  at  present.  But  this  City  is  crowded 
with  People  from  Georgia,  the  Carolina's  particularly  Charles 
Town,  and  many  from  the  State  of  New  York  and  from  all  the 
Frontiers;  which  has  occasiond  lUuit  to  rise  to  double  to  what 
they  use  to  he,  wiiicli  1  think  is  very  ungenerous  In  the  Free- 
holders of  the  City  to  Take  the  Advantage  of  iho  distressed  In- 
habitants of  th(^  otluM*  Stat(^s.  I  slioml  l^steoni  it  as  a  great 
favour  if  your  woud    Honour  uio   wiili  a   few  line«s  (as  soon  as 

Convenient,)  Directed  to  the  Care  of  the  Ilonble  Kobert  Morris, 
36 
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E8<]r.,  Pliiladrlphia)  W  liicli  will  Much  ()l>lig«'  Voiir  Most  Obedt. 
Uumbli'  S«'r\anl 

ITis  Fxr(^]](>ncy  (lovcrnor  ('liuton. 

Tin:  Ciuvi:knou\s  Kki'Ly. 

Pok(H^psi('  21  s(  Jnnnnrv  1782. 

Sir,  I  have  been  dnrly  favoured  with  youi-  Letter  of  the  7th 
ritinm  au(i  thank  ynu  i'nv  (his  Mark  of  Alleuiion.  1  trust  it  is 
unnecessary  to  assure  you  how  nun  h  I  refj^ret  the  Calamities  & 
Wanton  destruction  of  i'ropei  ty  whicli  occasioned  your  leaving 
the  State,  or  thai  1  receive  particular  satisfaction  in  the  Attach- 
ment you  express  X;  tlie  assurances  you  ;^nve  of  your  intention 
to  return. 

No  chanj^e  has  taken  place  in  the  dilTerent  Ofiices  to  which  you 
was  appointed  iS:  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  see  you  in  the 
Execution  of  tlieui  when  the  Ivavages  of  War  shall  so  far  cc^ase 
as  that  you  may  be  able  with  safety  to  return  to  your  former 
Ilesidence. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Regard  &  Esteem,  Your  ^Most  Obedt.  Servt. 
William  Wills,  Esq. 

[No.  4200.] 

Governor  i'lintun    Xoti/ics  (ioKrnor  Lir'nu/slmi    II i    lias   (Srantcd  a 

PaHH]nnt    to    Sir   J  nines   ,Jay    ta    Assist    Him    in     l\t  jxiiriuij    Hix 

fmpairc^l  Forhoir. 

Pokeepsie,    7tli    Deer.    1781. 

Dear  Sir,  The  heavy  losses  whieji  ijic  Hearer,  Sir  James  Jay, 
has  sustained  in  tin-  ('ouise  of  tli*'  War  by  his  .\ttachment  to 
the  Cause  of  his  Country  ami  an  iniplieit  (onlidence  in  public 
Credit,  have  redueed  hiiu  to  the  disagrecaMr  necessity  of  en- 
deavoring to  rais(*  a  sum  to  siijiply  his  j»resent  wants  on  the 
Credit  of  his  Lands.  ^:  he  intends  to  repair  to  your  State  where 
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he  has  better  Prospects  of  effecting  it  than  in  this.  Should  he 
be  unsuccessful,  his  next  Resource  is  to  attempt  drawing  a  Sum 
of  specie  from  within  the  Enemie's  Lines  and  from  a  Desire  of 
serving  him  and  because  I  have  always  considered  the  acquiring 
of  specie  from  that  Source  when  it  can  be  done  unconnected 
with  Traffic  as  a  real  Advantage  to  the  Country,  I  have  granted 
him  my  Passport  for  any  Sum  which  may  be  forwarded  to  him 
from  New  York  or  Long  Island,  trusting  that  shoud  it  be  neces- 
sary, it  will  receive  your  Excellency's  Sanction. 

1  take  this  Opportunity  (tho  a  late  one)  to  acknowledge  the 
Receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Favours  of  the  23d  July,  31st  Augt. 
last  and  to  thank  you  for  the  Transmission  of  the  Counterfeit 
Bill  of  the  Massachusetts  New  I^mission  &  for  the  marks  by 
which  the  Deception  is  discoverable. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  to  believe  that  1  was  influenced  to  inter- 
est myself  in  Mrs.  Bancker's  Favor  by  a  Representation  of  her 
Character  directly  opposite  to  that  which  by  'your  Excellency's 
Letter  I  am  informed  is  her  true  one,  and  as  it  was  not  my  in  ten 
tion  to  sollicit  an  Indulgence  for  a  Tory,  I  do  not  in  the  least 
regret  the  Fate  of  her  Application. 

I  am  with  the  highest  Esteem  &  Respect  &c. 


[No.  4201.] 

Ocncral  Ilcath  Asks  the  Go/c/y/o/'x  Assista)nr  in  ncspatching  Cloth- 

\n<j  io  the  Xdkcd  7'/7)o/).s'. 

TTead  quarters,  Highlands,  Decembor  7th,  ITSl. 

Sir,     A  large  quant ily  of  clotliing  is  on  its  way  from  Boston 

to  Newburgh  for  tho  use  of  the  nrniy,  in  wliicli  tlu^  troops  of  all 

the  Stat(^s   from  Now   Hampsliin^   to  Pennsylvania   art^  equally 

interested.     For  tho  oaso  of  transportation,  a  largo  proportion 
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is  8i'iit  to  Clavt'iiU'k  -unfortunately  the  river  lias  frozen  sooner 
than  was  exjxM^tod.  The  naked  situation  of  the  troops  forbids 
that  a  moment  should  be  lost,  and  the  elothing  must  be  brou«;ht 
down  bv  land.  I  pray  your  Excellency  will  {];ive  orders  for  such 
assistance  of  teams  to  be  immediately  furnished  to  the  Deputy 
quarter  master  as  will  ensure  the  certain  and  speedy  transporta- 
tion of  the  <,^oods  to  Newburgh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Willi  the  highest  respect  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  Obedient  Servant, 
Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4202.] 

General  Heath  Reports  to  Governor  Clinton  a  Scrimmayc  with  Dc 
Laneeys  Men — The  Protection  of  Westchester  County. 

Headcpiarters,  Highlands,  December  7,  1781. 

Sir,  1  am  this  evening  honor'd  with  yours  of  the  4th  instant; 
and  thnnk  yon  for  your  opinion  where  it  niny  l>e  most  eligible  to 
station  the  troops  destined  for  the  Northern  district;  which  I 
shall  hint  to  General  Stark.  I  had  mentioned  to  the  commander 
in  chief  the  sending  Ilazen't*  regiment  to  the  Northward;  but  he 
thinks  that  regiment  Las  already  had  a  large  share  of  fatigue, 
and  that  the  two  New  nnni|)shire  regiments  will  be  fully  sutTi- 
cient  for  the  Northern  frontiers  during  the  winter.  (JencM-al 
Stark  writes  me  he  is  informed  hy  Colonel  Wiliett  that  he  has 
between  eiglity  and  one  hundred  men  in  his  regiment  engaged 
for  three  years.  Are  these  designed  to  remain  win  re  th<y  .ire, 
or,  what  are  your  intentions  respecting  this  eorps? 

You  may  depend  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  West- 
Chester  county  sliall  claim  my  attention,  as  far  as  is  compatible 
with  the  ot*ier  objects  of  my  command.     It   i.^  my  intention  to 
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keep  a  body  of  about  250  light  troops  on  the  lines,  150  on  the 
upper  side  of  Croton,  patroling  from  Hudson's  river  to  Pine's 
bridge  and  downwards  occasionally,  and  100  near  Bedford. 
These  I  think  will  be  sufiQcient  to  render  the  lines  tolerably 
Secure. 

I  am  much  in  Sentiment  with  your  Excellency  respecting  the 
prisoners  taken  in  arms,  and  will  treat  them  accordingly. 

Captain  Sackett  was  unfortunately  taken  prisoner  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d  near  Harrison's  purchase,  being  at  a  little  distance 
from  his  men.  The  enemy,  soon  after,  about  45  horse,  attacked 
Lieutenant  Mosher  with  about  26  men,  who  made  a  most  gallant 
defence,  and  defeated  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  colonel  Holmes  of 
Delancy's  corps  and  captain  Kipp  had  their  horses  shot  under 
them — Kipp  wounded  [it  is]  said,  mortally — one  man  killed  and 
six  or  seven  wounded,  without  having  a  man  killed  or  wounded 
on  our  part. 

Captain  Williams  of  the  levies  has  lately  lost  near  twenty  of 
his  men  by  desertion  home.  He  has  apprehended  seven  of  them. 
One  of  the  principal  offenders  he  has  sent  up  here,  and  wishes 
he  may  be  tried  by  a  general  court  martial.  But  by  the  regula- 
tions of  the  army,  although  the  levies  and  militia  in  Service  are 
to  be  tried  by  the  same  rules  and  articles  as  the  Continental 
troops,  the  court  that  Iries  them  is  to  be  composed  of  oflicers 
of  the  same  denomination;  and  our  levies  and  militia  having 
gone  home,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  constitiitc  a  proper  court 
to  try  him.  He  must,  therefore,  be  tryed  by  a  garrison  or  de- 
tachment court  martial,  coiiipouscd  of  ilie  ollicers  of  iho  iwo  com- 
panies, unless  llu^  laws  of  yonr  State  ])oint  out  a  remedy. 

1  liave  this  evening  received  a  Iriier  from  a  iifUU'naut  Solo- 
mon Pendleton,  a  gentlemen  unknown  to  me.      He  represents 
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lliai  hr  was  (.'Itlisl  lieutenant  in  ilie  Titli  Xew  VorU  re^^inient 
ronininnded  !)y  colonel  l^nlu^is,  that  lie  was  taken  at  fnit  Mont 
j^oniory  {hv  ilili  of  ()(inlirr.  1777,  and  reiiiiiiiHMJ  a  i»i'is(inei-  until 
the  2r)tli  of  last  .lanuafv.  when  he  was  dulv  exchanj^HMl,  that  dur- 
ing; his  ('aj>tivity  his  ehaiaeter  was  injuicd  by  some  ^M'oundlesfl 
reports,  in  eonseciiience  of  whirh  he  was  deranj^ed  in  the  summer 
of  177S.  !)nt  supposes  liimself  rrstored  hy  a  res(dution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  iMih  i^\^  Xoveniher.  fdHowin;^' — hut  that  he  declines 
doinj:  any  military  duty  until  he  convinces  the  ])uhlic  of  the 
falf^ity  of  the  reports  ^^llich  have  been  thrown  out  against  him 
during  his  ahsence;  and  therefore  re(iu('sts  a  court  of  eniiuiry 
to  investigate  his  conduct.  TIad  In^  :i]ipliod  immcMliatoly  upon 
his  being  exchanged,  1  should  Imvc  tlKuii^^ht  his  request  ought 
to  be  granted.  The  length  of  time  which  has  (dapsed,  raises 
some  doubts  in  my  mind.  I  wish  to  be  informed,  whether  upon 
his  being  exclianged,  lie  exprest^ed  his  desire  to  return  to  the 
service,  within  the  lime  meniioiied  in  the  resolve;  and  wheiher 
he  is  considered  as  standinir  eligible  for  a  \acancy  in  the  line  of 
the  State.  I  will  thaid<  you  for  an  answer,  and  your  opinion,  as 
the  whole  is  altogether  novel  to  me. 

I  have  th»-  hoiinr  tn  be  wiih  the  highest  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant, 
Ills  Exrcdlencv  (lovernor  Clinton. 


f.\o.  rjo::.] 

Govrrtwr  ('linlmi    fit   (iiurrul   Ihdtli      .1    I'rop()siti>,n    to   Adjudicate 
till    W'l  strhrstrr  Fnnujv  t'aats. 

His  Kxrellency,  the  (iovr.  will  api)rove  of  the  I'loposition 
made  by  Major  (lent,  II<'afh  for  .'i|»|toi?it  ing  thre<'  Persons  (one  to 
be  elected  by  (!•  iil.  Ile.ith.  nne  by  the  State  agent  \-  the  third 
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to  be  chosen  by  the  two  so  elected)  for  ascertaining  the  quantity 
of  Forage  consumed  by  the  allied  Army  in  Westchester  County 
last  Campaign  on  the  following  conditions,  viz:  first.  It  shall 
ai)pear  that  the  ordinary  Certificates  were  withheld  from  the 
Proprietors  of  forage  by  the  public  officer,  either  because  he 
did  not  conceive  himself  justifiable  in  granting  them  or  for  any 
other  cause;  that  in  such  case  the  expence  attend'g  this  Business 
shall  be  borne  by  the  Public  &  the  returns  from  the  diff't. 
departm'ts  of  horses  &  cattle  belonging  to  or  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Army,  shall  not  be  considered  as  conclusive  evidence  for 
ascertain'g  the  quantity  of  Forage  consumed  as  afores'd,  but 
such  other  circumstantial  or  presumptive  evidence  as  the 
Parties  may  be  able  to  off(^r  shall  also  be  rec'd.  &  have  its  due 
weight. 

2dly.  That  in  estimating  the  quantity  of  Pasturage,  it  shall 
be  reduced  to  Hay  accord'g  to  the  ordinary  Proportion  having 
a  due  regard  to  its  quality. 

3dly.  That  as  nearly  as  Circumstances  Avill  in  the  pres't  case 
permit,  the  rules  which  have  been  ordinarily  pursued  by  the 
public  officers  within  (his  State  for  adjuet'g  Forage  Accounts, 
where  the  quantity  could  not  be  ascertained  with  Precission, 
shall  be  adhered  to  in  (he  pres't  Instance. 

Dec'r  8th,  17S1. 

[No.  4LM)1.] 

Governor  Clinton  Ixcqursts  tlir  Dclcijatcs  in  (^onc/rcss  to  Secure  Jus- 
tice for   Colonel    Van    ScJmivk    I'nlrss    lie    Was   Superseded   for 

Miscondnvl. 

PoiiG^hkec]isi(\  Dcvr.  Sth.  17S1. 

Gents.  Agreable  (<>  llie  coTicnrrcMit  lu'sohujon  of  the  Senate  & 
Assembly  of  [\\v  oOtli  Oct.  ♦S:  Isi  of  Novr.  last,  a  Copy  whereof 
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I  do  inysi'lf  tlic  Iwnior  (o  enclose,  I  luive  to  iiislnict  vou  to  in- 
(jiiire  into  Uie  Keasoiis  why  Coll.  \'an  Schaick  wa^^  superceded 
in  (»flic«'  and  tliat  should  il  a]>]»eni'  on  sucli  en(|uirv  to  have  been 
f«)i-  misconduct,  vou  inform  me  thereof,  but  if  otherwise  that 
vou  earnestly  reijuest  Congress  to  do  justice  to  liis  military 
Kank  ♦S:  ( 'liaracii-r. 

1  am  \:e'  «S:c 
The  honble.  the  Deleixates  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  Congress. 


[No.  4205.] 

Captain  Job  Writjht  Asks  the  Governor  for  Information  Concerning 
Future  Service — The  Matter  of  Lieutenant  Grant. 

r.allston,  8th  Decem'r,  1781. 

To  his  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esqr.  Govenor  of  the  State  of 
New  York  &c  &c. 

Dr.  Sir,  I  am  Informed  that  the  late  Session  has  done  uoth- 
injr  with  Kespect  to  pivincr  any  further  Enrorairnnents  to  the 
oflicers  that  have  Engaged  in  ilie  three  Year«  service,  and  as 
there  is  no  pro})abilit3'  of  any  further  Encouragement  in  Recruit- 
ing, am  very  Solicitious  that  myscdf  wiili  Lieutenants  More  and 
llubbell  may  be  Coufsidered  and  Kec(;ive  some  compensation  for 
our  timo  and  trouble,  and  if  wo  are  to  b(^  continued  that  we  may 
be  comniissi<»ned,  a«  we  are  (he  only  oflicers  that  has  been  out 
with  the  three  Years  Troo|>s.  Agreeable  to  youi*  Ordei-  1  have 
the  command  of  what  nun  lias  l)een  Hai»<Ml  in  both  Kegiments. 
I  sujipose  by  till'  tim<*  that  this  reaches  your  hands,  that  Colo. 
Willet  will  be  with  your  Excellenry  and  should  be  very  happy  to 
know  what  uill  Im*  the  Iv<>nlt  :  if  the  IJegiment  if<  to  go  on.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  know,  or  whether  they  are  to  be  Incor- 
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porated  into  a  Company  as  there  is  a  Sufficient  number  already 
in  service  for  a  full  Company. 

I  am  Informed  that  there  is  a  Petition  gone  to  your  Excellency 
for  the  Redemption  of  Lieut.  Grant  who  was  confined  for  hold- 
ing a  Correspondance  with  the  Enemy;  am  very  anxious  to  know 
the  names  of  the  Petitioners;  if  your  Excellency  will  please  to 
favour  me  with  them,  I  will  assign  you  the  Reasons  another  day. 

I  am  Your  Excellencys  most  obedient  Humble  servant. 
To  Governor  Clinton. 

[No.  4206.] 

General  Stark  Orders  Colonel  Yates  to  Stand  on  the  Defensive  and 

Not  to  Begin  Hostilities  with  the  Vermonters. 
(Copy) 

Saratoga,  8th  Decem'r,  1781. 

Sir,  Reed,  yours  of  this  day — The  Insurrection  you  mention 
must  be  the  result  of  folly  &  madness  you  will  be  very  cautious 
not  to  begin  hostilities  with  them  but  stand  your  Ground  and 
Act  defensively  till  reinforced.  Genl's.  Gansevoort  and  V.  Rens- 
selaer are  raising  their  Brigades  with  the  utmost  dispatch  for 
your  Assistance.  I  am  ready  to  march  the  whole  Garrison  whtn 
occasion  may  require  of  which  you  will  please  to  give  me  the  ear- 
liest inteMigan(c)e. 

I  am  with  respect  Your  Hum.  Servt. 
To  Col.  Yates. 


[No.  4207.1 

(lorcrtior  Clinfoii  f\)y;/;//r//J.s^  Coh)}]vl  Wilh  If  (mil  Siulmnts  nircctio)}.^ 
Looking  to  the  Protection  of  the  MoJiairk  Fro}itirr. 

Pokeopsio,  J)th  December,  1781. 

Sir,     The  Lt^gislatiire  liaviiiu-  at   ilu'ir  late  Meeting  authorized 

the  drawing  out  from  Ihe  Militia  into  aitual  Service  a  Number 
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not  lo  I'XciHvl  l.liHI  Men  tor  ihc  rui-tlicr  Ih'fi'uco  of  i\w  Stall',  1  sliall 
!>(»  liap]\v  in  tlio  rout  iiinat  ion  of  your  S<»rvic('s  in  t!io  T'oniniand  of 

«m»'  of  lilt'  ('ol'jis  \n  lie  folMM'tl  fl<»lii  siirli  I,c\i('S  ;in;i  llic  iiKH'o 
csjH'oially  as  it  will  |>roiiai>iy  lir  stal  ioiird  in  ilic  i)istii<t  of  your 
present  Comma  ml.  win  it  I  lia\  <•  i  In-  iilrasm-c  to(ti>srivo  youi*  past 
Condurt  has  afforded  ihc  mosi  |kiIV(I  k^atisfaclion.  The  two 
Now  HaniiK-^liirr  Ko^iimonts  now  at  the  Noil  liw  aid  aro  to  garri- 
son (liirini:-  tlir  Winter  season  tin'  Posts  in  tliiM  (Jiiartor  and  those 
now  oi'cuiiied  iiy  \onr  iJo.ut.  on  the  .Mohawk  Kiver;  it  may,  tlicre- 
fore,  not  lie  m'cissary  la  carry  ilie  altovo  l*rovision  into  Execu- 
tion before  tilt'  ()j»enin^  of  the  Sjiiiiiij:,  l»iii  it  is  essential  in  tho 
Meantinio  tliai  cvi'ry  Preparatory  arranj^ouR'ni  be  made  ^^u  ihaL 
tho  Tyevies  may  lie  omliodied  vK:  roady  to  take  th(^  Field  the 
nionnnt  the  Frontier  settlements  become  accesvsible  to  tlie 
Enemy  an<l  the  more*  especially  as  at  that  Pericul  it  is  probable 
the  Ke«,nilar  K^'j^iments  may  be  withdrawn.  It  is,  therefore,  my 
Desire  as  soon  as  yon  are  (lisenga«j;(Ml  from  your  Present  Com- 
mand, yon  prepai'e  v^  i'e])ort  to  nu*  a  list  of  such  OtVicors  as  yon 
can  recommend  ^:  are  willin;;  t<>  seiNc  in  the  proj)osed  Kefjt.  Iiav 
ing  regard  in  the  Command  you  would  wish  lo  have  conferred  on 
them  to  their  fornu'i-  lank  and  ser\  ices.  And  as  in  ihe  course  of 
the  winter,  I''inei\iiemies  may  exist  which  may  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  Militia  to  rep(d  the  I'nemy,  it  is  of  iinp<M-taTice  that  an  ( )nicer 
Accpiainled  wiih  llie  frontier  count  ry  of  Miliiaiy  Iv\|)erience 
shonhl  l»e  ready  t<>  l:ike  char^^c  of  sinh  deiailimenis  as  may  fi'om 
time  l)e  called  into  nminl  service;  for  iliis  jnnpose  it  is,  there- 
fore, my  I>esi!-e  that  \nii  |»erf<trm  this  ser\iee  as  far  as  it 
respects  Tr^vou  County,  and  in  the  same  time  Desire  that  you 
call  iipon  the  Coinmamiin':  ollii-ers  of  Pediments  in  tliat  Tonnty 
for  Keturns  of  their  respective  Kegiments  &  transmii   the  same  to 
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me  with  such  Information  as  you  may  (be)  able  to  collect  respect- 
ing them  as  may  lead  to  Arrangements  which  will  render  them 
more  serviceable.  The  Advantages  of  Snow  Shoes  in  case  of 
Incursions  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Winter  season  is  so  obvious 
that  I  have  only  to  express  my  earnest  Desire  that  a  small  sup- 
ply of  them  be  procured  if  possible  without  creating  an  Expence 
which  we  have  not  in  our  Power  to  discharge.  By  the  returns  made 
me  by  the  Person  appointed  to  muster  the  Recruits  on  Bounties 
of  unappropriated  lands,  it  appears  that  a  number  nearly  suffi- 
cient to  form  a  Company  were  engaged  &  mustered  within  the 
time  limited  by  law  for  that  Purpose,  and  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Job  Wright.  This  Company  you  will  Please  to 
assign  to  such  Post  as  you  may  conceive  will  conduce  most  to  the 
public  service;  appointing  such  one  (or  two  if  necessy)  of  the 
Subalterns  as  shall  appear  to  have  enlisted  the  greatest  number 
of  men,  to  do  duty  as  such  therein.  ]5y  the  Representation  of 
the  officers  of  these  Corps,  I  am  informed  that  a  nuinber  of  men 
have  been  enlisted  since  the  time  limited  by  law,  uiulei'  an  idea 
that  the  Legislature  at  their  late  meeting  had  prolonged  the 
time.  With  Respect  to  these  I  am  unauthorised  to  give  any 
orders,  but  if  they  will  voluntarily  consent  to  couiinue  niidcr 
their  pres't.  engagenrt.  until  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  can  be 
tak(Mi  res])ecting  tlieui  at  llicir  next  uunMing,  lluM'e  can  l)e  no 
objection  ag't.  it,  otlierwise  they  are  discliar.mMl,  of  touise,  as  the 
officei''s  authority  for  enlisting,  had  ceased. 

1  am  Sir  &c 
Colo.  Willet. 
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[No.  -1208. J 

'I  In    ^^ryrnil  Stntr.^  Callnl  f  pan  to  Fill  Tlidr  (^hiotds  hij  tlir  1st  of 

Mil  nil,  nsj. 

By  the  Liiilcd  Slulcs  In  Congress  Asscniblcil. 

Doccmbar  10th.  1781. 

Resolved,  Thnt  the  legislature  of  each  State  raise,  at  the  expeuro  thereof  In  the  first 
Instance  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States,  so  many  men  as  may  be  necessary  to 
compleat  the  quota  assigned  to  such  State,  out  of  the  number  of  land  forces  agreed 
upon  In  the  resolution  of  the  third  and  twenty  first  days  of  October  1780  calrulatlnR  the 
deficiency  upon  the  number  of  men  whose  time  of  service  will  expire  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  March  1782. 

Resolved,  That  the  legislature  of  each  State  be  called  upon  in  the  most  pressing 
manner  to  cause  the  quota  thereof  of  land  forces  to  be  comploated  and  in  the  field  by 
the  first  day  of  March  next  and  to  provide  for  replacing  those  men  whose  time  of  ser- 
vice shall  expire  between  the  said  first  day  of  March  1782  and  the  last  day  of  November 
In    the    said    year. 

Resolved,  That  It  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  each  State  to  fill  up  the 
quota  thereof  of  land  forces  by  cnlistn-cnts  for  three  years  or  duriuR  the  War. 

Resolved,  That  such  States  as  now  have  any  Non  commissioned  officers  or  privates 
In  any  of  the  regiments  of  Cavalry,  legionary  corps.  Artillery  or  Ilazen's  regiment  be 
credited  In  their  quotas  for  such  men  according  to  the  numbers  from  time  to  time;  for 
which  purpose  the  Commander  In  Chief  is  hereby  directed  to  specify  such  Non  com- 
missioned Officers  and  privates  to  the  States  to  which  they  formerly  belonged  In  the 
returns  which  he  shall  make  to  the  States  and  In  his  annual  return  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  cause  returns  to  be  made  as  speedily  as 
pos.<'ible  to  the  legislature  of  each  State  as  well  of  the  number  of  men  whose  time  of 
service  expire  before  the  first  day  of  March  1782  as  of  those  whose  time  of  service  will 
expire  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  November  in   the  yo.ir  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Se<*y 

[No.  4200-10.] 

Petitions  for  Pardon  of  Thomas  Wood. 

Omitted. 


[No.  4LM1.] 

Governor  Clinton  Turns  the  Matter  of  the  Insurrevtion   in  Ganse- 
voort's  lirifjadc  Over  to  the  Ciril  Authorities. 

Pouglikccpsio,  Deer,  lltli,  1781. 
Rir,  By  a  Ix*ttcr  from  Brij^V.  Gcn'l.  Ganscvoort  of  the  6th 
Inst,  transmitted  b}'  Kxprcss.  I  .nii  inforiiKd  tliat  a  (lanjxcrous 
In.surrection  ha.s  tak«n  plac*'  within  his  I>rigad«';  and  that  con- 
formable to  the  Law  for  r«';;iilat  injr  tlic  ^tilitia,  lie  has  detached 
part  of  his  Hrifjade  to  qnidl  the  Insurgents;  altho*  I  approve  of 
his  Conduct  in  this  Instance,  yet  it  is  my  earnest  wish  as  far  as 
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may  be  consistent  with  my  Duty  &  the  immediate  Safety  of  the 
State,  that  Offences  of  this  kind,  should  be  referred  to  the 
cognizance  of  the  civil  Authority,  I  have,  therefore,  requested 
the  bearer,  Mr.  Rous,  one  of  the  Persons  who  was  captured  by 
the  Insurgents  &  who  has  a  knowledge  of  their  Proceedings,  to 
wait  on  you,  that  3^ou  may  take  his  Examination  on  the  subject; 
I  have  only  to  add  that  should  you  conceive  it  proper  to  issue 
Warrants  agt.  them,  that  I  will  chearfully  afford  the  officers  to 
whom  they  shall  be  directed,  every  Assistance  in  the  execution 
of  them  which  may  be  required  and  consistent  with  my  Duty  to 
grant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c  &c 
The  honble  Mr.  Justice  Yates. 


[No.  4212.] 

Act  of  Congress  Requesting  the  States  to  Take  a  Census. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled 

December  11th,  1781. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  States  to  cause  to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  Congress 
as  soon  as  practicable  the  number  of    the    white    Inhabitants 
thereof  pursuant  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  Confedi'ration. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

Chas.  Thomson,  Seoy. 

[No.  4213.1 

Corcnwv  Clinton  I\cqucsts  (ictural  lii)bcrt    ]  an   RcnsstUui'  to  Co- 
operate with  General  Ganscvoort. 

Pouglikeepsie  Deer,  llili.  17S1. 

Sir,     I  enclose  you   the  Copy  of  a    Letter   from   Litut.  Colo. 

Rensselaer  to  Genl.  Gansevoort  i^-  of  one  fioni  him  to  me,  bv 


TiTl  I'lr.i.ic    Tailks  <»i-  (Ikokjjk  Ci.in'pon*. 

which  von  will  ohstTNc  lliat  a  (hniircroiis  Iiisiii  reel  ion  lias  taken 
IMacr  in  his  Hi'i«:a<h'.  I  lia\r.  t  licirfoi-c.  to  rcMiucst  that  von 
will  on  his  apjiliral  ion  alVoid  him  such  aid  from  vonr  Tlri^adc  as 
shall  he  nocossarv  fop  (|urllinL,r  (|,,.  Insurrection  ».V:  ai>j)r('h('n(ling 
tin-  OlTcndcrs.  I  am  «S:c  &c 
Hri«:r.  (li'iil.  Kcnssolaer. 


[No.  4214.] 

Coloiul  Paui'uKj  Jicconnncnds  llic  Levies  he  DUchargcd  for  Want  of 

Provisions. 

^rarblctown,  DiH'cmbcr  11th,  1781. 
Dr  Sir,  As  tlu^  Want  of  Provision  at  the  (lifferent  Posts  is 
very  great,  and  the  Season  of  (he  Year  so  far  advanced  as  will 
in  m\-  <)|»ini(ui  remove  all  Dani^er  from  our  I-'rontiers  this 
Campaign,  1  take  the  freedom  to  signify  my  W  ish  and  that  of 
the  Inhahitants  also,  to  liave  your  Excellency's  immediate 
Orders  to  have  this  l*art  of  tlu'  Kegt.  along  those  Frontiers 
mustered  ^Vc  discharged.  Judge  \\  ynkoop  who  has  been  called 
upon  for  Cattle,  says  he  cannot  furnish  us  with  any.  Mr.  Wood, 
Assi.  Stale  Agent  for  Orange  County,  makes  the  same  Answer, 
as  will  appear  by  the  inclosed;  and  all  we  have  on  hand  does  not 
CXce«d  two  or  three  Head.  Shoud  your  Excellency  agree  to 
grant  my  JCeijuests  I  wish  that  Majoi"  Uunschoten  who  is  ajv 
pointed  to  muster  the  Hegt.  l)e  immediately  sent  over  to  execute 
the  lousiness.  I  am.  Dr  Sir,  with  Esteem  ^'our  most  Obedt. 
Ilundd.  Sert. 
Governor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4215.] 

Captain  Sacketfs  Plea  for  Permission  for  Silvamis  Pine's  Son  to 

Cross  to  Long  Island. 

Dear  Sir,  With  this  conveyance  you  will  Receive  Mr.  Silvanus 
Pine's  Son,  I  am  Exceeding  Sorrow,  and  it  Gives  me  Pain  to 
Trouble  you,  but  from  Principles  of  humanity  am  compeled  to 
Remind  you,  that  Mr.  Pine  has  been  a  very  great  Sufferer  for 
want  of  a  permicion  to  go  on  to  Long  Island  to  Take  proper  care 
of  an  Estate  that  his  uncle  Left  him,  who  died  the  fall  after  the 
Enemy  took  possession  of  Long  Island;  if  you  should  fail  in  giv- 
ing your  Permicion  it  may  be  the  means  of  his  Loosing  an  Es- 
tate, which  is  worth  as  I  am  informed  at  Least  Eight  or  Ten 
Thousand  Pounds;  he  is  Determined  not  to  go  over  the  Lines 
without  your  Permicion,  tho'  some  designing  persons  have 
Taken  pains  to  stain  his  Character  as  an  Enemy  to  his  country, 
I  coud  wish  that  one  half  of  our  whigs,  was  as  serious  in  the 
defence  of  the  Country  as  he  is;  your  answer  by  the  Barer  will 
Greatly  oblige,  Dear  Sir,  your  Sincear  and  Real  friend  &  most 

Obediant  humble,  servt. 

Nathll  Sackett, 

Camp  Cont.  Line  Dec.  ilih,  1781. 

nis  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 


[No.  421(;.] 

A/fiiliirit  of  JU\:(ili(il  riiclps  Slioiriut/  ISundri/  Dcsii/ns  a(i(n}ist  Colonel 

Yates. 

.  rarsonally  nppoard  Hoznlial  Pholps.  who  being  sworne  saitli  that  ho  has  Hln  admlted 
Into  tho  Coun.'-cl  from  time  to  time,  held  one  time  by  Giural  Safford,  CoUo  Moses 
Robison  &  others  from  HonninKton.  in  Conipany  with  and  att  other  times  held  By 
John  Abbit,  Joel  Abbit.  one  Fairbanks  <&  others,  which  Result  was  as  followeth:  that 
they  woold  Disparro  the  party  now  under  tho  Command  of  CoUo  Yates.  Hy  taking 
tho  Lives  or  making  prisoners  of  Collo  Yates.  Collo  Van  Renslor,  Daniel  Hratt.  Capt. 
Thomas  IJrown.  If  not  dlspnrsed  before  they  could  git  att  them;  also  informs  that  he 
has  seen  writ  Executed  for  the  purpose  of  apprihending  the  gentlemen  last  mentioned. 
In  order  to  secure  them  untill  the  Vermont  Laws  be  in  force,  as  also  to  Recover  from 
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them  all  costs  ft  Damages  of  the  party  Now  under  arms,  &  that  they  shew  themselves 
forward   to  Come   to  Talrms  with   Collo  Yates   Id   order  to  gltt   an   advantage   to   take 
them:   also   that   they   bad   agreed   Last   Wensday   to   fall   on   Collo   Yates   &   party   and 
put   them   to   the   Swordo  and   further  salth    not 
Swonie  in  Cambridge  this  11  Deer.  12  att  Night  1781  before  me  John  Younglove  Justls. 


[No.  4217.1 

Got'crnor  Clinton  Notifies  Gi^nvral  Ganscvoort  lie  Approves  of  His 

Conduet    l)urin(j    the    Recent    Insurrection    and    Forwards    lllni 

Advisory  Information. 

Poughkcepsio,  Deer.  11th,  1781. 

Sr,    Your  letter  of  the  Gth  Instant  with  its  encloeures  was 

lianded  to  nie  by  Mr.  Rous  on  Sunday  last.     The  Legislature  at 

their  late  meeting  entered  into  certain  Resolutions  respecting 

the  conduct  »S:  usurpations  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Grants  & 

declarative  of  their  sense  on  the  ])ro(eediugs  of  Congress  with 

respect  to  that  part  of  this  State,  out  no  measures  were  adopted 

which  can  influence  your  Conduct  relative  to  the  Insurrection 

which  has  lately  taken  jjlacc  within  the  limits  of  your  Brigade. 

Your  duty  on  this  Occasion  is  so  clearly  jtointed  out  by  the 
Militia  Law  as  to  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  particular  order 
from  me.  I  perfectly  approve  of  your  Conduct  and  have  only 
to  add  that,  should  the  force  already  detached  prove  insufficient 
to  quell  the  Insurrection,  you  will  make  sudi  addition  to  it  as 
to  render  it  effectual.  1  have  transmit t('<l  to  (Jeiil.  Rensselaer 
the  information  contained  in  I.ieut.  Colo.  Rensselaer's  Letter  and 
have  directed  him.  in  case  it  should  be  necessary,  on  your  appli- 
cation to  give  aesistance  from  his  Brigade. 

.\ltho'  it  wouhl  appear  from  Colo.  Rensselaer's  I^etter  that 
tlie  Insurgents  wore  not  countenaced  by  the  authority  of  tlie 
usui-jH-d  Govt,  of  Yermont,  yet,  lest  you  should  be  deceived  by 
ft  false  confidence  in  their  Conduct.  I  tViink  it  my  duty  to  apprize 
you    that   the   Legislature  of   that   pretended   Stat*',  di<l  <»n   the 
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19th  of  October  last  by  an  Act  which  appears  to  be  unanimous, 
reject  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  Augt.  last 
respectg.  the  extension  of  their  assumed  jurisdiction  ''  as 
destructive  of  their  universal  harmony  &  agreem't  &  a  violation 
of  the  solemn  Compact  entered  into  by  Articles  of  Union  d  Con- 
federation &  recommended  to  the  authority  in  every  Part  of  the 
State  to  remain  firm  in  the  support  of  Govt.  &  the  faithful  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  notwithstanding  the  various  measures  taken  to 
create  divisions  &  Discord  among  them." 

I  am  &c  &c. 
Brigr.  Genl.  Gansevoort. 


[No.  4218.] 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Heath  in  Regard  to  New  Levies ,  Cloth- 
ing, Courts  Martial  and  Lieutenant  Pendletan. 

Pokeepsie,  12th  Dec'r,  1781. 
Sir,  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  7th  j^esterday.  Colo. 
Willet  some  time  ago  informed  me  that  there  were  a  consider- 
able number  of  Men  recruited  for  three  years;  but  as  they  were 
chiefly  from  the  Nine  Months  Levies  their  Cloathing  wore  worn 
out  &  they  coud  be  of  little  Service  unless  supplied.  I  directed 
him  to  appoint  a  suitable  number  of  Officers  to  take  cliarge  of 
them  &  to  make  such  Disposition  of  them  as  in  their  situation 
shoud  appear  most  conducive  to  the  public  service  ^:  promised 
him  at  the  same  time  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  have 
as  yet  received  no  regular  Kelurn  of  them.  I  am  sensible,  how- 
ever, that  the  cor]>s  are  not  nearly  ('oiu]>U'a(od ;  but  it  would  be 
a  public  loss  to  discliar.m^  llie  few  thai  are  engaged,  whicli, 
unless  they  can  speedily  be  sii]>iilie(l  with  Cloathing,  must  be 
the  Case.  I  woud  only  observe  that  these  trooi)6  being  subject 
37 
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to  tlu'  ordiT  of  the  (Joiii'r  in  (Jliirf,  Cou«;rt'Ss  m^Mj^cd  to  pav, 
Clonthe  and  subsist  thoni  iK:  tho  Stato  lias  not  made*  any  Pro- 
vision for  the  Purpose. 

The  Laws  of  the  State  subject  its  Levies  to  the  Articles  of 
War  of  the  Army  of  Tlic  United  States,  «S:  enact  Hint  (V>urt  Mar- 
tial for  their  Trial  ^hall  consist  of  OtTicors  bolonp^inj]^  to  the 
Army  of  the  Ignited  States,  to  the  Militia  of  this  State  or  to  the 
Corps  to  which  they  belong,  as  the  Person  Administring  the 
Government  for  the  Time  being  shall  order  &  direct,  &  agreeable 
thereto  I  have  now  the  Honor  to  inclose  you  an  order  to  justify 
the  Trial  of  the  deserters  from  Capt.  Williams'  Company,  by  a 
Court  to  be  composed  of  Otliccre  of  your  Army,  who  I  presume 
can  (not  only)  be  most  easily  &  expeditiously  convened  for  the 
purpose  but  will  be  most  likely  to  adjudge  Punishment  accord 
ing  to  the  Measure  of  the  Offence. 

Mr.  Pendleton's  Representation  to  you  of  his  having  been  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  oth  New  York  Kegt.  captured  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery i^-  while  a  prisoner  in  the  year  1778  deranged,  is  per- 
fectly true,  but  whether  his  Derangement  was  in  Consequence 
of  Reports  injurious  to  his  Character  or  not,  I  am  unable  to 
determine,  as  the  Business  was  conducted  by  the  Field  OfQcers 
of  the  Kegt.  &  not  reported  to  me  'til  conipleated  nor  does  it 
appear  material.  On  his  Return  from  ra])tivity  i^'  within  the 
time  limite<l  by  the  Resolution  of  Congrest<  alluded  to  in  liia 
letter,  he  duly  signified  to  me  his  Intentions  of  continuing  in 
service,  and  I  accordingly  laid  his  application  before  the  Coun- 
cil (if  Appointment  at  their  then  next  meeting,  and  he  of  course 
stands  a  Candidate  for  the  next  Vacancy  to  which  his  R:ink 
would  entitle  him,  if  the  above  Resolution  of  Congress  is  yet 
in    force,    so    that    an    en(iuiry    into    his    conduct    may    not    be 
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improper.  The  Officers  who  were  captured  at  the  same  time 
are  best  acquainted  with  him.  I  know  nothing  to  his  Disadvan- 
tage, 

I  am  sorry  for  Capt.  Sacket's  misfortune  but  it  is  in  some 
Measure  compensated  by  the  gall't  Defence  made  by  his  Lieut. 
^  the  repulse  of  the  Enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c  &c 
The  honble.  Major  Genl.  Heath. 


[No.  4219.] 

Colonel  Peter  Yates  Reports  to  General  Gansevoort  the  Situation 

with  the  Insurrectionists. 

St.  Coick,  12th  December,  1781. 

Dear  General,  In  your  last  you  left  me  at  Liberty  to  enter 
into  any  Agi^eament  I  thought  best  subject  to  his  Exelency's 
Will.  As  nothing  of  that  is  likely  to  be  done,  they  being  filled 
with  deseipt,  as  you  will  sea  by  the  inclosed  affidavet,  &  as  by 
my  orders  I  was  sent  hear  for  the  purpose  of  Quelling  the  Insu- 
rection,  I  Beg  to  have  the  troops  forwarded  with  all  spead  as  I 
am  weak,  only  about  80  men,  &  the  Insorrectors  about  IIG;  as  to 
the  People  of  the  Grants  I  cannot  from  every  information  1  can 
git,  Belive  that  they  will  do  any  more  then  make  a  grate  shoe  & 
incorage  the  others  on;  as  the  Rioters  are  secured  in  a  block 
hous,  I  beg  you  wold  send  me  a  field  peace  with  some  artelary- 
men,  for  we  cannot  think  of  lieviung,  the  ground  nniill  the  mat- 
ter can  be  brought  to  a  Docesion,  or  we  shall  all  he  takou  anuMli- 
ately  by  the  other  parly  i^-  be  ableged  to  comi)ly  <<>  (heir  will. 

General  Starkjsf  has  declared  If  occation  shold  Kequiiv,  he  wold 
march  his  whole  camp.  I  make  no  dout.  Sir,  you  have  ordired 
out  the  most  of  yonr  IJregad  llia(   \ou  will  lake  the  command. 
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If  not.  Sir,  I  Ih';^  (hut  soinr  I*ci-t  i('iil;ir  ircnl  Icincn  ^^(»l<l  (•oiiic  up 
aincdijitclv  ami  assist  in  connccl  on  |)<M't  icular  ('iiciinistancos, 
as  tlu'  seafson  of  the  year  is  trohlcsome.  The  nion  is  very  iin<»ti8y 
wantinj;  (Mthcr  to  fiijlit  llicni  or  jro  lionic  I  exported  some 
answers  as  (o  Trovesion  nicntiontil  in  niy  last,  as  to  farllier  i>er- 
tieulars  I  refer  you  to  tlie  barers  Messiires  Brat  «S:  V  Kensselaer. 
I  am  Sir  Yonr  verv  Inimble  sarvent 


[No.  4220.] 

Captain    Andrew    Moodic    Appeals    to    the    Governor — Exposed    to 
a  Financial  Loss  Unless  the  Governor  Assists  Tlim. 

West  point,  12th  Decem'r,  1781. 

Ilononrd  sir,  I  have  Enlisted  a  number  of  men  in  the  service 
of  the  state  for  during  the  war,  i>roviding  they  be  payd  a  Bounty; 
from  one  of  the  Classes  as?  directed  by  law  to  till  up  the  three 
Continantial  Higements  raised  by  this  state.  I  have  Enlisted 
nin  on  the  above  conditions,  that  if  they  do  not  receve  thir 
bounty  before  I  lie  lirsi  of  .Tnny.  1TS2.  or  satisfactory  security 
given,  they  are  to  W  discharged  from  service.  Their  names  viz 
Thomas  Katling,  Stephen  ThaclK  r,  Isaac  TerBush,  Joseph  lian- 
loy,  Conrot  TTify,  Jolm  Welch,  .lonathon  KufT,  James  White, 
Zekel  Euinmos.  They  are  all  able  bodied  men  &  I  beleve  good 
soldiers  &  reily  such  men  as  I  conld  .ilwjiys  wi^h  to  enlist  or 
compose  the  army. 

Lt.  Coll.  \'aiialstaiu  from  KinderhooU  was  here  a  few  days  ago 
X*  informs  me  fliaf  the  Rigoment  where  he  resides  have  all  their 
Classes  !)elin<pient  iV  he  believ<?^  if  ili:it  yoni-  Excllanency  was  to 
writt  to  the  Colin,  on  the  subject,  that  the  Kigement  would  hire 
all  the  above  men.  He  say8  that  thier  is  a  great  many  disaffected 
amongst  every  Class  &  that  th<»  Colin,  can  do  nothing  with  them, 
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without  your  Exellencys  Emediate  directions  for  that  purpose  it 
would  be  injuris  to  the  service,  that  those  men  already  enlisted 
should  be  discharged  &  it  will  emmediately  injure  me,  as  I  have 
Clothed  them  as  soon  as  enlisted,  &  the  nature  of  the  service  has 
been  so  severe  this  Campaign  on  the  Mohake  that  their  Clothes 
are  almost  &  some  altogether  wore  out;  which  I  fear  will  be 
my  loss  should  they  be  dismissed  the  service. 

Induced  by  these  considerations  to  beg  your  Exellaucy  advice 
and  assistance. 

Convinced  that  your  Exellancy  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than 
the  good  of  the  Country  and  the  cause  we  are  Embarkd  in,  the 
many  proofs  of  your  Exellancys  disposition  not  only  to  your  own 
but  to  assist  as  far  as  consist  ant,  others  in  the  execution  of  every 
public  Duty  Emboldens  me  to  Creave  your  Exellencys  attention 
a  few  moments,  Whill  I  ashure  you  that  nothing  but  business  of 
this  nature  could  induce  me  to  truble  at  a  time,  when  your  atten- 
tion are  doubtless  calld  by  more  important  objects,  and  beg  you 
will  plas  to  pardon  the  intrution  aud  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
Exellancys  very  huml.  servant 
His  Excellany  Governor  Clinton 


[No.  4221.] 
Delegate  William  Floyd  to  the  Governor  on  Sundry  Trifling  Affairs. 

Philadelphia.  Decinbr.  15(h,  1781. 

Sir,  Your  Exellencys  lyt'lliM'  of  ilic  ;'.  Insiaiit  bv  Judge  Smith 
is  Come  to  hand,  juul  I  have  attended  to  its  Contents.  Mr.  Milli- 
gan,  the  Controler  of  Accounts  informs  me  that  the  Financier 
has  Directed  iliat  all  accounts  ivf  that  Naiiii-i'  (at<  there  is  not 
money  to  pay  tlu  in)  should  be  Registered  in  ihe  Hooks  of  the 
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Controlor's  oiVicv,  if  ilu'v  Iiave  hwu    pi-opci'ly    Set  led.  Hraring 
Interest  from  the  time  tliey  became  Due. 

Therefore,  if  (he  Account  you  mentioned,  has  been,  settled  by 
Colo.  Trumbull,  who  was  appointed  to  settle  all  his*  Brothers 
accounts,  his  CiTiilicaie  Asccrtaiiiing  the  lialauce,  and  the  time 
it  became  Duo,  will  bo  Entered  in  the  niaTinor  above  mentioned 
and  tho'  this  will  not  soon  procure  the  money.  Yet  1  think  it 
Effectually  Secures  the  Debt  with  Interest. 

Colo.  Trumbull  is  j^one  to  Connecticut,  where  I  expect  he  will 
spend  most  of  the  winter;  if  the  Certificate  which  you  have  j^jot, 
is  not  a  proper  one  and  your  Excellency  can  take  the  Necessary 
steps  for  procuring  one  that  is  so,  and  if  you  will  send  it  to  me, 
I  will  see  that  the  Entry  is  properly  made. 

I  am  in  hopes  to  procure  the  pow^der  mentioned  in  your  former 
letter,  and  get  some  mode  adopted  for  the  Settlement  of  our 
Agents  Accounts. 

With  the  Greatest  Regard  and  Esteem  I  am  Sir,  your  .Most 
obedt.  and  humble  Ser\-t 
liis  Excelency  Governor  Clinton. 


[Xo.  4222.] 

Robert  Benson  to  Colonel  Tan  AUtyne  Regarding  the  Delinquents  in 

Eis  Regiment. 

Poughkeepsie,  Deer.  15th,  1781. 

Sir,     llis  Excellency  the    Gov'r.    is    informed    that  there  are 

great  Delinquencies  in  your  Rejrt.  in  raising  the  proportion  of 

Men  for  oompleating  the  cont'l.  Battalions  of  this  State,  that 

they  have   neither   furnished    the   men   nor   the   money.     Capt. 

Moody  has  lately  enlisted  in  his  Company  of  Artillery,  a  number 

of  very  good  soldiers  on  Condition  that  he  pay  them  the  Bounty 


Public  Papers  of  George  Clinton.  583 

before  the  first  of  Jany.  and  as  the  public  Service  absolutely 
requires  that  money  should  be  immediately  procured  for  this 
Purpose,  His  Excellency  directs  me  to  write  to  you  on  the  sub- 
ject &  to  require  that  you  will  forthwith  on  rec't  of  this,  proceed 
to  the  Business  &  cause  the  money  from  all  the  delinquent 
Classes  in  yr.  Regt.  to  be  collected  &  paid  accord'g  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Law  in  that  case  made  &  provided.  Capt.  Moody  is 
willing  to  assign  to  each  of  the  Classes  of  your  Regts.  who  shall 
furnish  him  with  money  to  pay  the  Bounty  of  one  of  the  above 

men  by  him  enlisted.    I  am  &c  &c 

Robt.  Benson. 

Colo.  Van  Alstyne,  Kinderhook. 

~  Deer.  19,  1781. 

Sir,  Since  writing  you  on  the  15th  His  Excellency  reed  the 
enclosed  Letter  from  Capt.  Moody*  by  two  of  the  men  who  are 
willing  to  engage  for  any  of  the  delinqt.  Classes  of  your  Regt.  & 
who  he  has  sent  up  for  the  purpose  of  agreaing  with  them.  His 
Excellency  directs  me  to  send  the  Letter  to  you  &  to  inform  you 
that  such  of  the  Classes,  as  shall  engage  with  any  of  these  Men 
and  produce  Capt.  Moody's  Certificate  thereof  will  have  credit 
therefor  as  having  procured  their  man  as  the  men  are  a  more 
desirable  object  than  the  Money.     I  am  &c  R.  B. 

Colo.  Van  Alstyne 

[No.  4223.] 

Qovcnior  Chittenden  Notifies  General  Stark  He  Proposes  to  Convene 

the  Vermont  Legislature  and  Rcqu<:sts  Him  Not  to  Interpose  with 

His  Troops. 

Arlington,  Docbr.  L^)tb,  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  consulted  my  Council  on  ihv  perplexed  Situ- 
ation of  this  State,  and  have  ressolvcd    to    call  the    L(^gis>lature 

*See  document  4220,  page  6S0. 
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tlK'i'Oof  to  iiKM't  ai  r»«'iiiii;;i()n  as  soon  as  may  be  at  wliicli  Tinio 
tboy  will  iloiibtloss  coni<ult  sucli  Measures  as  may  tend  for  the 
Peace  and  Traniiuiliiy  of  iliis  and  the  United  States. 

In  the  Moan  Tinio  1  earnestly  reqneet  that  you  write  to  tlie 
Oflicers  of  2s  York  ihal  are  daily  nuikiiij^^  Doprtdations  to  the 
West  to  suspend  any  fnrtlior  Operatif)n.s  of  tliat  kind  until  the 
Assembly  meet  and  thai  if  ilicy  do  not  comply  you  will  not  inter- 
pose with  your  Trooi)s.  And  I  do  as.sure  you  that,  if  they  com- 
ply with  said  request,  and  liberate  the  prisoners  they  have  taken, 
I  will  suspend  the  Exercise  of  Jurisdiction  or  Law  over  any 
Person  or  Persons  who  profess  themselves  Subjects  of  New  York 
durin^,'  that  Time. 

I  am  Sir,  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem,  Your  Most  Obedt.  and 
Most  Humble  Servant. 
Honble  Brigr.  General  Stark. 


[No.  4224.] 

Anonijmous  Communication  to  Governor  Clinton  Relating  to  Major 
Davics  and  Captain  Greentcell,  Prisoners  with  tJw  British  on  Long 
Island. 

Decembr.  16th,  1781. 

Sir,  The  Subject  of  this  letter  Is  of  a  singular  nature  and  It  Is,  therefore,  requisite 
that  the  author's  name  be  concealed.  The  relation  of  the  situation  of  Major  Davis  & 
Capt.  Grceuwell,  as  Viewed  by  this  Government,  I  consider  as  a  matter  of  consecjuence; 
as  reasons  may  not  occur  to  your  Kxccllnicy  to  obviate  the  accusation  of  their  Captors, 
which  place  them  In  a  criminal  light  It  Is  the  opinion  of  Genl.  Clynton,  that  Major 
Davis's  conunisHlon  and  Instructions  from  your  Kxcellency  was  not  legal  and  that  his 
situation  win  authorise  the  most  summery  measures  against  him.  As  an  Officer,  ho 
could  not  bo  executing  any  business  only  In  his  military  capacity  In  forcelng  of  It  by  a 
number  of  Men  which  he  was  Imprudent  enough  to  plead  exemption  from  and  that  the 
Armed  Galley  was  only  there  accidentally  and  not  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  his 
business.  Your  Viewing  this  part  of  the  Inland  In  any  other  light  than  as  Brlttlsh 
torrllory,  and  the  Sul)JectB  thereof,  any  otherwise  than  as  Brltllsh  Subjects,  Is  utterly 
inadmlssable— as  they  have  all  sworn  allegiance  to  be  faithful-  and  of  course  any  con- 
nections with  them  must  be  treasonable — on  the  footing  that  Nation's  Contend— they  fur- 
ther say  the  presumption  Is  that  as  an  ofUcer,  he  was  obtaining  Intelligence,  and  that 
the  mercantile  concern  was  only  held  up  to  expedite  his  Intentions— by  covering  appear- 
ances. 

A  represenUtlon  of  his  conduct  in  this  Quarter  has  been  made,  informing  that  his 
conduct  has  l)«en  uniformly  friendly  towards  the  Inhabitants  and  that  he  has  re-squed 
property  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Plunderers— the  reply  was,   that  it  waa  neceasaxy  to 
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observe  that  line  of  conduct— to  compleat  the  purpose  of  his  mission— It  may  be  thought 
presumption  to  suggest  a  train  of  arguments  for  your  Excellency's  Information  on  this 
occatlon,  yet  I  hope  you'll  pardon  it  from  the  motive. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  Subjects  of  this  Island  may  be  deemed  Brittish,  yet  In  that 
part  where  these  gentlemen  were  taken,  there  was  neither  a  millitary  nor  a  Civil 
Power  to  inforce  any  malter,  or  concern  of  Government— therefore  it  can  not  legally  be 
deemed  a  situation  that  would  authorise  rigorous  treatment  against  the  subjects  of  any 
other  power— this  I  think  may  be  plead.  They  are  confined  in  the  Provost  and  no 
Person  is  allowed  to  speak  to  them.  I  think  it  would  be  proper  to  propose  an 
exchange — and  then  the  reasons  will  be  deduced  In  Vendication  of  the  treatment  they 
receive. 

I  hope  the  haste  I  am  under  will  excuse  any  defects  as  I  have  only  had  about  half 

an   hour  to  pen   this  representation.    The  Adj.    Genl.   has  said   that  they  Vewed  their 

situation  more  serious  than  they  expected  Captivity  would  reduce  them  to.    I  am  &c 

your 

G  H 

I  have  not  as  yet  received  an  answer  to  my  former  Letter,  from  Your  Excellency- 
should  esteem  It  particular  favour  to  be  honored  with  one.  I  stated  fully  to  your 
Excellency  my  situation — and  hope  a  favourable  reply. 

And  til  another  opportunity  Offers,  I  remain  with  every  mark  of  Esteem  your  Excel- 
lency's Most  Humble  Servant 

G  H 
His  Excellency  Govr.  Clynton  

[No.  4225.] 

Colonel  Abbott  Notifies  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  That  Negotiations 

Are  Broken  Off. 

Sir,  I  have  this  Minute  received  orders  from  my  Superior 
v^^hich  Debars  me  from  holding  any  further  Treaty  with  you, 
therefore  I  shall  not  meet  you  at  time  and  place  appointed. 

I  eliall  not  admit  of  three  or  four  of  your  men's  coming  into 

my  Camp  to  bring  one  Letter  as  they  have  done  heretofore. 

I  am  Sir,  your  humble  Servant, 

John  Abbot,  Colo. 
Deer.  16th  1781. 

lit.  Colo.  Henry  V  Rensselaer. 


[No.  4226.] 

John  Moylan,  Clothier-General,  Requests  the  Governor's  Compliance 

icith  the  Act  of  Congress  Requiring  State  Clothing  to  be  Turned 

Over  to  the  Clothier-General. 

Newburg,  lOtli  Deer.  1781. 

Sir,    I  had  the  honor  of  \Vriting  your  Excellency  the  2d  Ulto. 

from  BoshDii,  {since    whicli    you   li;i\c  been     Infornu'd   that    the 
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Board  of  War  IkhI  •^ivcii  Uiroctions  to  liavo  all  tlio  clotliinpj  I 
had  gone  lluro  Id  iiui'st  of,  Doposited  in  this  Store.  It's  with 
pleasure  I  now  Inform  you,  that  the  greater  part  of  it  is  Ar- 
rived, &  that  a  general  Distribution  will  shortly  take  place  By 
the  resolve  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  from  this  in  my 
Letter  of  the  1st  Octr,  you  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  all 
clothing  purchased  by  the  States  on  continental  Account  & 
Actually  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Agents  is  to  be  I>elivered 
over  to  me.  I  request  from  your  Excellency  such  Measures  in 
this  case  as  will  best  Answer  the  Intention  of  Congress,  &  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  &  Esteem, 

Y'r  Excellencys  most  Obedient  Servant. 
His  Excellency  the  governor  of  the  State  of  N  York. 


[No.  4227.] 

Captain  Thonias  ^fachin  Praises  the  Qovernofs  Nephew — The  Gov- 
ernor's Reply. 

Philadelphia,  IGth  December  1781. 
Sir,  The  York  Rc»giment  of  Artilery  will  Quarter  at  Burling- 
ton this  Winter.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will 
please  to  send  an  apointmont  for  Mr.  Tappen  Down  by  the  first 
Safe  opportunity;  if  I  conlinnt-  with  the  lU'giment  this  Winter  I 
shall  be  frequently  at  riiiladelphia  and  can  get  his  Commition. 
y\v.  Tappen  is  Doing  Duty  wiili  my  CompMny.  1  can  asure  you 
that  he  iH  well  like(l  in  tin-  Krgiment.  and  I  make  no  Doubt  will 
mak<'  a  good  ollic  r;  In*  behaved  with  ;:reat  steadness  in  the 
Trenches  at  York.  I  have  jmt  him  in  the  K«lnin  for  (Moathing 
at  York  and  he  Drew  twenty  pounds  worth  of  goods.  Youl 
please  give  my  Complements  to  Mr.  Tappen  and  informe  him 
that  I  Khali  advance  any  sum  of  mcmey  that  hi.s  son  may  want 
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that  is  within  my  power.     Please  give  my  Complement  to  Mrs. 
Clinton  and  family,  and  permit  me  to  Remain  your  Excellencys 
Most  Obt.  Humble  Servt. 
His  Excellency  Govr  Clinton 

The  Governor's  Eeplt. 

Pokeepsie  13th  Jany  1782. 

Dear  Sir,  I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  16th  Ultimo 
a  few  days  ago.  I  am  happy  in  the  good  opinion  entertained  of 
Mr.  Tappen  &  particularly  oblidged  to  you  for  your  Friendly 
Offers  respecting  him,  which  shall  be  communicated  to  his 
Father.  The  Warrants  for  the  several  Gentlemen  lately  ap- 
pointed to  your  Regiment  will  be  forwarded  by  the  present  con- 
veyance to  the  Colonel  as  also  Certificates  of  their  Appoint- 
ments to  the  War  office. 

I  have  nothing  worth  communicating.  Mrs.  Clinton  begs 
you  to  accept  the  Compliments  of  the  Season  &  believe  me,  Dr 
Sir,  With  great  Regard,  Your  Most  Obedt  Servt. 

P.  S.     I  enclose  you  a  Letter  which  I  presume  from  the  super- 
scription to  be  from  our  Friend,  Mr.  Barnes. 
Capt.  Machin. 

[No.  4228.] 

Colonel  Willett  Writes  to  the  Qovenmr  of  His  Rank  and  the  Injustice 

of  Military  Promotion. 

Albany,  lOth  l>ocinr.  1781. 
Sir,  I  have  received  your  excellencies  letter  of  the  01  li  In- 
stant, and  shall  be  carfull  not  to  omit  paying  proper  attention 
to  the  several  niatlcrs  contained  in  it.  To  comply  with  your 
Excellencie'e  wish  in  continuing  in  service  will  be  as  agreeable 
to  me  as  it  can  possibly  be  to  your  excellency.     l>iu  whilst  I 
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roflort  on  my  foi-mcr  and  ])r(»srnt  sitiiMtioTi,  T  hoconic  i  he  subject 
of  sonsati<»ns  of  a  v<  ry  iiiipli'asiuj;  iialiirc.  Having  vory  early 
received  an  ajjpointnunt  in  ilic  (Joiilincntal  army  and  by  i)rop(»r 
and  I'egular  gradation  aiiixrd  lo  llic  mmmand  (^f  a  r('i;iiin-nl.  I 
felt  mys(df  rather  nnliappy  when  (lie  army  became  new  modeled 
at  ilie  close  of  the  Campai^^n  in  the  year  17S0  to  find  that  it 
became  my  lott  to  iM^ire.  The  cause,  liowever,  of  that  arrange- 
ment being  nrged  by  arguments  of  ecconomical  import,  and  the 
finances  of  my  Country  requiring  particular  attention  to  this 
article,  to  find  fault  or  to  repine  at  a  measure  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  common  cause  would  be  incon^^istent  with  those  prin- 
cipals of  patriotism  wliich  have  always  bore  sway  in  my  breast. 
However,  therefore,  contrary  to  my  secret  wishes  of  continuing 
in  the  line  Millitary  (as  long  as  there  was  a  Brittain  or  a  British 
Ally  to  fight  against  in  the  American  States)  it  might  be,  I  de- 
termined cheaifully  to  put  on  the  habiliments  of  a  private  Citi- 
zen and  was  Industriously  employed  in  arranging  my  atTairs  for 
doing  business  as  sucli,  when  I  was  previous  to  the  opening  of 
the  last  Campaign  called  upon  to  receive  the  command  which  I 
at  present  possess,  and  which  agreeable  to  your  excellencie's 
desire  1  am  (juile  willing  to  cuniinue  in,  if  it  can  be  done  with- 
out Injustice  to  my  former  appointment^!  and  rank  in  the  Con- 
tinental army. 

Your  Excellency  is  well  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which 
tlie  reformed  oHlcers  were  obliged  to  retire  from  Actual  service, 
and  inu-t  know  that  when  they  reiired  their  forim-r  rank  ceased. 
I^  ;>  ii..i  iiiy  Intention  to  enter  into  arguments  concerning  the 
propriety,  conveniency  or  illconveniency  of  this  mode.  I  remem- 
b<T  well  that  one  argument  which  was  made  use  of  at  the  time 
of  its  taking  place,  was,  that  if  reformed  oflicers  were  to  have 
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their  rank  retained,  and  be  entitled  to  promotion  agreeable  to 
their  rank,  it  might  happen  that  an  officer  who  had  spent  several 
Campaigns  at  home  entirely  devoted  to  his  private  concerns, 
would  step  into  a  vacancy  over  the  head  of  an  officer  who  had 
encountered  a  large  portion  of  fatigue  and  danger  during  the 
whole  time  in  the  field.  This  had  the  appearance  of  bearing 
hard  upon  the  officers  who  were  continued  in  Service,  but  this 
objection  can  by  no  means  lay  against  me.  Your  Excellency 
well  knows  that  four  months  had  not  elapsed  from  the  time  of 
my  being  obliged  to  retire  from  service  untill  I  w^as  again  called 
upon,  and  engaged  to  accept  of  military  Command  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  our  State;  a  service  that  has  been  accompanied  with  a 
proportion  of  Toil  and  Hazard  equal  perhaps  to  any  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  short  time  in  which  I  had  a  recess 
from  service  was  when  the  army  w^as  in  winter  quarters  so  that 
the  argument  which  I  have  before  mentioned  can  no  way 
opperate  against  me. 

In  this  situation  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  excellencie'e  attention 
to  my  case.  On  the  28th  of  June  1775  I  received  an  appointment 
of  second  Captain  in  the  First  New  York  Continental  regiment. 
Wlien  the  army  was  new  formed  in  the  fall  of  177(),  I  received 
without  superceeding  a  single  officer  in  the  York  line,  (who  was 
continued  in  service)  an  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  in 
the  Third  regiment,  and  by  the  resignation  of  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Filth  regiment  on  the  L'L'iul  of  December  1771),  the 
comiunnd  of  that  regiment  witli  the  ai)pointment  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Commandant,  fell  lo  me.  In  tliis  commaiul  I  continued 
untill  the  first  of  January  1781  when  upon,  the  army's  being  New 
Modeled,  it  fell  lo  my  Lott  to  retire.  Four  months  had  not 
elapsed  b(»fore  1  was  again  called  upon  and  have  served  a  Cam- 
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paij^n  accompanied  with  (lill'uiiKics  f^iiporiour  to  any  that  has 
ft'll  to  my  sliart*  in  any  one  Campaign  dnring  the  war.  I  am 
happy  in  meeting  with  your  Excellencie's  approbation  of  my 
Conduct  durinp:  the  Campaip:n,  and  am  not  only  willing;,  but 
disirous  it  my  Countiy  recinires  my  service,  to  continue  in  my 
present  Command,  if  this,  as  I  have  before  observed,  can  be 
done  consistent  with  my  former  appointments,  and  rank  in  the 
American  Army. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  be  unacquainted,  that  by  the  rules  for 
ihe  Government  of  the  American  Army,  all  officers  of  the  same 
l>enomination  receiving  Commissions  from  any  particular  State, 
are  to  take  rank  after  officers  who  have  Commissions  from  Con- 
gress, even  tho'  the  commissions  from  the  State  should  be  of 
elder  date  than  those  from  Congress.  This  being  the  case,  your 
Excellency  must  at  once  see  how  ditjagreeable  my  situation  is 
while  I  continue  to  serve  under  my  present  appointment,  liable 
every  day  to  be  commanded  by  officers  who  I  have  always  been 
acustomed  to  command  and  wlio  by  no  just  rule  ought  on  any 
account  to  Command  ine,  and  a  submission  to  which  in  the 
Ordinary  course  of  things  would  be  degrading  to  the  Millitary 
character.  That  this  cannot  be  either  just  or  right  is  I  humbly 
conceive  exceeding  clear.  And  for  this  reason  beg  leave,  to  re- 
quest your  excellency  6  assistance  in  endeavouring  to  procure, 
for  me  from  Congress,  a  Power  to  rank  agreeable  to  my  former 
appointment  in  the  American  Army. 

Xoihing,  1  do  most  sincerely  assure  your  Excellency  less  than 
a  full  conviction  of  tho  Justice  of  this  Measure  could  prompt  me 
to  ask  your  aid  in  this  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 
liis  Excellency  Gouvernor  Clinton. 
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[No.  4229.] 

Indications  that  the  Conditions  at  SchaghticoJce  Are  Uncertain  and 

Warlike. 

Advertisement. 

Notice  Is  hereby  given  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Scorticook  that  they  are 
forbid  by  all  that  Concerns  Christianity  and  regular  order  that  they  Cease  from  all 
Seditious,  factious  Conduct. 

And    we   command    all    the    Inhabitants   of   this    said    Scorticook,    by    the    Authority 

Invested  in  us  by  the  Authority  of  the  free  men  of  Vermont,  that  they  leave  off  their 

advising   the   people   and    trying   to    Disafect   them,    and    spreading    Evil    Reports    and 

Raising  Sedition  among  the  people  of  this  Town,  and  that  they  act  no  farther  in  that 

nature,  thus  to  Destroy  the  peace  and  comfort  and  entrest  of  the  people,  for  they  may 

expect  to  meet  with  trouble  from  said  Authority,   according  to   the  law  of   said  State 

made  for  the  Defence  of  the  Good   people  of  said  State.     This  by  Order  of  the  well 

wishers  to  all  peace  and  good  order. 

Scorticook,  Octr.  ye  15th,  1781.  Edward  Jewett,        |      Justices  of 

Thomas   Benedict,  )       the  peace. 
Memorandum  on  back  of  above  letter: 

A  few  days  ago  the  friends  to  New  York  Appointed  a  meeting  where  we  found  this 
Advertisement  stuck  up;  this  was  not  all;  the  Vagabon  Jewit  had  the  Impudence  to 
come  with  a  party  of  Armed  men  &  ordered  us  to  disperse;  we  paid  no  regard  but 
finished  our  Business. 

I  Expect  we  shall  soon  be  at  blowes. 

S.  Rowland. 

[No.  4230.] 

Colonel   Walhridge  Submits  Proposals  to  Colmiel  Van   Rensselaer 
Regarding  the  Vermont  Imbroglio. 

Mapletown,  Deer.  17,  1781. 

Sir,  Inclosed  are  the  Articles  I  wished  to  have  sent  for  jour 
Approbation,  upon  my  first  Arrival. 

The  Settlement  of  the  present  unhappy  Dispute  in  an  Honor- 
able and  peaceable  manner,  were  the  only  Motives  which 
induced  me  to  offer  the  Articles  as  inclosed. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  by  your  sudden  Departure,  &  by  taking 
sundry  persons  with  you  as  I*risoners,  will  rather  widen  the 
Breach,  &  prevent  a  Settlement  upon  such  a  Ba^^is,  as  will  tend 
to  the  Peace  &  safety  of  each  Party. 

For  particulars  I  refer  you  to  the  Gentlemen,  the  Bearers 
of  this. 

I  am  Sir,  your  very  Obt.  Sort. 

E.  Walbridge,  Colo.  Comman't. 
Coin.  Henry  Vn.  Rensalaer. 
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Pkoi'ositions    kkom    Colonki.    Walhuidub    tu    Coi.onkl    Van 

Kknssklakk. 

Maple  Town,  17th  Deer.,  1781. 

Sir,  Yours  of  this  dav  to  Gcnl.  SalTord  has  been  duly  consid- 
eivd,  and  as  vou  are  pleased  to  say,  that  you  are  not  authorised 
lo  Treat  with  aiiv  but  subjects  to  the  State  of  New  York.  It  is 
Iinniajjiued  there  is  no  such  opposed  to  you.  Those  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  authority  of  N.  York,  now  in  Armes;  Inhabitants 
of  ihitj  Teritority  Claimed  by  your  State,  who  profess  to  own 
allegiance  to  Vermont,  now  propose  for  your  consideration,  and 
request  your  immediate  answer,  viz; 

1st.  That  you  Release  all  the  prisoners  which  is  in  your  Cus- 
tody, belonging  to  the  Claims  in  dispute. 

2d.  That  You  make  good  all  Damages  sustained  by  Individ- 
uals by  the  Troope  under  your  Command. 

3d.  That  all  those  Inhabitting  said  Teritory  respectively  pro- 
fessing to  own  allegiance  to  N.  York  &  Vermont,  shall  rest 
Quiet  and  T'nmolested  in  their  persons  and  properties,  until 
the  dispute  shall  be  finally  Adjusted  by  Congress,  or  such  other 
Tribunal  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  on  by  the  Contending. 
Power. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  most  obt.  Humb.  servant. 

E.  Walbridge,  Colo.  Cominand't. 
Col.  Henry  \'an  Uensselaer. 


[No.  4231.] 

Orders  to  the  Justict'8  of  Ixhinchcck,  Clavcrack,  Etc.,  to  Assist  in 
Foncarding  Troops  to  the  Frontier. 

Poughkeepsie,  Deer.  17th,  1781. 

Gentlemen,   TTis  Excellency  the  Govr.  relying  on  the  Zeal  of 

the  Justices  &  Inhabitants  to  assist  in  forwardg  this  Detachmt 
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of  regular  Troops,   deetined  for  the   further   Defence   of  the 

Northern  &  Western  Frontiers,  conceives  it  unnecessary  to  use 

the  authority  vested  in  him  for  the  Purpose  &  therefore  expects 

that  the  Justices  at  Rynbeck  will  cause  the  sleds  which  go  on 

that  service  from  Poughkeepsie,  to  be  relieved  at  that  Place  and 

provide  sleds  to  proceed  with  them  to  Claverack  from  whence 

they  are  to  be  forwarded  to  Albany.     The  Justices  are  requested 

also  to  attend  to  the  providg.  these  Troops  with  comfortable 

Billets  on  their  Route. 

I  am  &c 

R.  Benson,  A.  D.  C. 

To  the  Justices  of  Rynbeck,  Claverack  &c  &c  &c. 


[No.  4232.] 

The  Governor  J  Through  Robert  Benson^  Informs  Captain  Williams 

His  Conduct  Is  Approved. 

Poughkeepsie,  Deer.  17th,  1781. 

Sir,  His  Excellency  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  Rec't.  of 
your  Tetter  of  the  2d  Inst.  &  to  inform  that  he  approves  of  your 
Conduct  in  endeavoring  to  have  the  Deserters  from  your  Com- 
pany &  those  who  persuaded  them  to  desert  discovered  »S:  appre- 
hended; and  that  he  has  sent  an  Order  to  Genl.  Heath  which 
will  justify  the  Trying  of  such  of  them  as  you  shall  report  as 
proper  Objects,  by  a  Gen'l.  C't.  Martial  of  officers  from  the  line 
of  the  Army,  who  will  be  most  likely  to  iutlict  Punishments 
equal  to  their  Demerits. 

I  am  Sir  Your  most  Obcd.  Servt. 

Capt.  Williams. 

38 
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[No.  4233.] 
CoiKjrcss  Issues  an  Appeal  for  More  Funds  inul  Mrn. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assomblcd  (o  ilic  Lci^'islatures 
of  tlie  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island 
and  rrovidi'iice  plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virj^inia,  North  Caro- 
lina. Soutli  Carolina  «S:  Georgia. 

Gentlemen,  We  are  happy  to  observe  that  the  present  year 
hath  been  distinguished  by  the  reduction  of  a  powerful  British 
garrison  in  Virginia  and  that  our  arms  have  al.so  been  pros- 
perous in  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  But  to  infer  that 
our  inexorable  foe  is  subdued  beyond  recovery  may  bo  attended 
with  ruinous  consequences.  These  events  will  yield  but  moment- 
ary advantages  unless  supported  by  vigorous  measures  in  future. 

From  an  assurance  that  peace  is  best  attained  by  preparations 
for  war  and  that  in  the  Cabinot  of  ncgociations  those  ai-giimcnts 
carry  with  them  the  greatest  weight  which  are  enforced  not  only 
\\ith  a  retrospect  of  important  victories,  but  by  a  well  grounded 
prospect  of  future  successes,  we  have  called  upon  you  for  Eight 
Millions  of  Dollars  and  for  your  respective  deficiencies  of  the 
Military  establishment. 

Seven  years  have  nearly  passed  since  the  sword  was  first 
unsheathed.  The  sums  expended  in  so  long  a  period,  in  a  just 
and  necessary  War,  must  appear  moderate  nor  can  this  demand 
for  pecuniary  aid  be  deemed  exorbitant  by  those  who  compute 
the  extent  of  public  exigencies  and  the  prop()rti«»n  oi  the  requi- 
sition to  the  abilities  of  the  States. 

Supjiose  not  that  funds  exist  for  our  relief  beyond  the  limits 
of  these  States.  As  the  possessions  of  the  Citizens  constitute 
our  natural  resources  and  from  a  sense  of  their  sufficiency  the 
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standard  of  War  was  erected  against  Great  Britain,  so  on  them 
alone  we  now  rely.  But  even  if  loans  were  attainable  their 
amount  would  be  merely  commensurate  with  our  ability  &  inclin- 
ation to  repay,  and  by  nothing  can  both  be  more  satisfactorily 
evidenced  than  by  a  generous  exertion  amidst  the  languor  of 
Public  Credit. 

Arguing  from  the  former  dilatoriness  of  supplies,  the  enemy 
after  having  abandoned  serious  expectations  of  Conquest  by 
arms,  anticipate  it  in  imagination  from  the  dissolution  of  our 
public  Credit.  They  can  not  however  deny  the  firmness  of  the 
basis  on  which  it  may  be  placed,  when  they  survey  the  wide 
limits  of  this  Confederate  Country,  the  fruitfulness  of  its  soil, 
&  the  industry  of  its  people. 

But  the  want  of  money  is  not  the  only  source  of  our  difficul- 
ties, nor  do  the  Enemy  gather  consolation  from  the  state  of  our 
finances  alone.  We  are  distressed  by  the  thinness  of  our  Bat- 
talions; so  vulnerable  does  the  boldness  of  Navigation  render 
the  very  bosom  of  these  States  so  dispersed  in  some  parts  is 
the  population  and  so  rapid  our  Enemy  in  transportation  that 
they  seize  and  exhaust  large  districts  before  their  ravages  can 
be  checked.  The  requisition  for  the  completion  of  your  Bat- 
talions is,  therefore,  not  only  reasonable  but  indispensible. 

Tardiness  in  the  collection  of  our  troops  has  constantly 
encouraged  in  our  enemy  a  suspicion,  that  American  opposition 
is  on  the  decline.  Ilence  money  from  time  to  time,  is  poured 
into  the  Coffers  of  our  Enemy  and  the  lender  perhaps  is  allured 
by  the  prospect  of  receiving  it  with  an  usurious  interest  from 
the  spoils  of  Confiscation. 

To  whom  then  rather  than  yourselves  who  are  called  to  the 
guardiausliip  «S:  Sovereignty  of  Your  Country  (.an  ihese  consid- 
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orations  ho  ncMrc^sscnl?  Joint  T.nbourors  as  wc  arc*  in  tlio  work 
of  hulciH'ndcncv  duty  impels  us  to  adinonisli  you  of  11h»  Oisis. 
We  possess  no  funds  wliicli  do  not  orijxinatc  willi  yon.  WC  ran 
connnand  no  levies,  wliicli  arc  not  raised  iindrr  your  own  ads. 
Wrll  shall  wc  aciiuit  ourstdvcs  to  tin.'  World,  should  peace, 
towards  the  acquisition  of  whirli  so  illustrious  a  ]»oint  liatli 
been  jxaiued  now  escape  our  embraces,  by  the  inadeijuacy  of 
our  Army  or  our  treasure:  for  an  appeal  to  this  exposition  of 
your  alTairs  will  demonstrate  our  watchfulness  of  your 
bai)piness. 

We  conjure  you  to  remem])er  what  confidence  we  shall  estab- 
lish in  the  breast  of  that  great  Monarch  who  has  become  a  party 
in  our  political  Welfare  by  a  bold  energetick  display  of  our 
ability. 

We,  therefore,  trust  in  your  attention  »S:  Zeal  to  avail  your- 
selves at  this  important  Crisis  of  the  j^lorious  advantaj^es  lately 
obtained  by  a  full  comi)liance  with  the  requisitions  of  men  & 
money  which  we  have  made  to  you,  the  necessity  of  which  hath 
bven  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  maturest  Consideration  on  the 
present  circumstances  of  these  United  States. 

liy  order  of  Congress 

John  Hanson,  Presid't. 
December  17th,  1781. 

[No.  4234.] 

Colonel   Willctt  Points  Out  t(p  the  Govcnior  Iiiasons   ir/j//  Lung&r 
Service  ^V^}uld  Prove  Intolvrablt. 

Albany.  ITlh   Deer.,  81. 
8ir,    On  application  to  the  Ommissioners,  I  have  f<»nnd  that 
their  powers  to  stdl  lands  ceased  twenty  days  after  ihe  rising 
of  the  last  siting  of  the  Legislature.    So  that  1  came  a  few  davs 
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too  late.  Numbers  have  taken  care  to  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  purchasing  lands  in  that  way  lately.  But  our  fortune  was  to 
come  too  late.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  to 
forward  my  requisition  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  you  can,  as  I 
am  very  desireous  to  know  the  Issue  of  that  attempt.  I  shall 
do  everything  in  my  power  to  forward  the  several  matters  agree- 
ably to  your  Excellencie's  directions  in  the  Letter  handed  to  me 
when  I  was  at  Poughkeepsie.  But  to  serve  another  campaign 
under  such  disadvantages  as  I  did  the  last,  and  to  come  home  in 
the  winter  and  sit  down  with  empty  pockets  is  what  I  cannot 
find  a  Dissposition  to  Comply  with  Unless,  therefore,  some  better 
prospect  should  open,  I  hope  none  of  my  friends  will  say  I  do 
wrong  if  I  try  to  look  out  for  something  else.  The  Restoring  to 
me,  however,  if  it  can  be  done  my  former  Rank  as  the  Army 
appears  to  be  new  Established  with  the  prospect  of  receiving 
such  pay  as  would  free  me  from  present  difficulties  would  make 
the  Command  your  Excellency  desires  to  keep  me  in  very  pleas- 
ing to  me.  But  without  this  I  dont  see  how  I  can  continue. 
All  these  things,  I  think  it  not  amiss  to  make  known  in  Confi- 
dence to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Excellencies  most  obdt. 
humble.  Servt. 

[No.  4235.] 
Governor  Clinton  to  General  Moylan  in  Regard  to  Clothing. 

Poughkeepsie,  Deer.  18th.  1781. 

Sir,     Your  favors  of  the  1st  Octr.  last,  L\l  Ulto.  .^  KUh  Instant 

were  duly  delivered  to  me  «&  I  should  have  acknowledged  the 

Rect.  of  the  first  at  an  earlier  Day  had  you  not  mentioned  your 

Intention  of  immediately  setting  out  for  Boston  which  rendered 
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it  unrtTtain  where  to  direct.  It  was  with  its  enclosure  laid 
before  the  Lej::i8latiiro  at  tlu^r  late  Meeting,  where  it  w^ns  re- 
ferred to  a  special  Committee  in  both  Houses  but  not  reported 
on  before  their  risinj::.  I  have  it  not  in  my  Power  at  pres't.  to 
inform  you  of  the  particular  state  of  the  Clothinf^  in  the  sub- 
Clotliier's  Hands;  but  from  the  j^reat  disadvantages  this  State 
has  during  the  whole  War  labored  under,  in  procuring  Clothing 
for  its  Troops,  I  am  lead  to  believe  the  quantity  must  be  very 
small.  Capt.  Black,  the  Gentleman  who  executed  that  office 
under  this  State,  I  presume  has  delivd.  them  over  to  your  Order, 
agreable  to  late  Regulation  of  the  Department  and  if  he  has  not, 
will  on  your  application  give  you  the  necess'y  information  on 
the  subject.  The  state  procured  on  private  Acc't  last  Summer 
a  small  Quantity  of  Clothing  suitable  only  for  officers,  which 
they  directed  the  Commissioners  to  distribute  among  them  on 
Acc't  of  their  pay  i^  a  small  quantity  since  obtained  is  directed 
to  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner.  The  Quarter-Master  on 
his  application  to  me  was  immediately  furnished  with  the 
necess'y  Aid  of  Teams  for  the  transportation  of  the  Clothing 
agreable   to  your   Request. 

I  am  &c. 
Jno.  Moylan,  Esqr.  Clothr.  Genl. 


[No.  4230.] 

General  ^Vat€rhury  Coiicn'ncd  Ova'  a  Flag  lie  Had  fiivcn  .]fcs8rs. 
GiMerslceve  and  Nciccamb  to  F*afis  from  Connecticut  to  Lonrj  Island. 

Stamford,  December  18th,  1781. 

Sir,     A  few  days  past  there  came  to  my  Qunrtors  ^fr.  Daniel 

Newcomb  and  Mr.  Finch  of  Gildersleeve,  with  permission  from 

your  Excellency  to  cross  to  Long  Island  on  their  obtaining  a 
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Flag  from  me  for  that  purpose,  the  former  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  a  Negro  fellow  from  thence  belonging  to  his  Father, 
and  the  latter  to  pass  for  a  visit  to  his  Friends;  they  desired 
that  I  would  permit  Capt.  Gregory,  an  Inhabitant  of  Norwalk, 
to  go  Master  of  the  Flag  that  I  should  grant  for  that  purpose. 
I  told  them  I  did  not  chuse  to  let  any  person  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  a  Flag  granted  by  me,  except  an  officer  belonging  to 
the  Troops  under  my  Command,  as  I  could  not  call  any  Inhabit- 
ant to  an  Account  if  they  should  be  found  to  carry  on  a  clan- 
destine trade  with  the  Enemy  (which  I  have  reason  to  believe 
has  been  too  much  practised  by  Flags  of  Truce  that  have  been 
sent  from  this  Shore  to  Long  Island);  they  answered  that  they 
supposed  the  expense  would  be  greater,  if  one  of  my  Officers 
took  the  command  of  the  Flag  than  what  it  would  if  the  person 
should  go  whom  they  had  propose,  as  they  had  already  agreed 
with  him  for  that  purpose;  I  replied  that  could  be  no  Objection 
to  my  proposal  as  neither  myself  nor  the  Officer  Commanding 
the  Flag  should  take  any  thing  for  setting  them  across. 

I  accordingly  ordered  my  Major  of  Brigade  to  prepare  a  Boat 
and  granted  a  Flag  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  to  Long 
Island  agreeable  to  the  permission  granted  them  by  youv  Excel- 
lency; they  left  my  Quarters  and  agreed  to  return  the  second 
day  following;  but  I  have  neither  heard  nor  seen  any  thing  of 
them  since.  Have  thought  proper  to  give  your  Excellency  the 
above  information  and  am  with  the  greatest  Respect  Your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  Humble  Servant 

David  Walorbury,  B.  G, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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(JoviiiNoK  Clinton's  KErLY. 

Pokocpsio.  2:U\  Jan  v.,  1782. 
Sir,  I  have  been  favoured  wilb  your  Letter  of  the  18th 
Instant,  and  tliank  \<mi  for  ilie  many  ()blid«,nnj;  Marks  of  atten- 
tion which  you  have  been  i)lease(l  to  favour  nie  with.  I  cannot 
help  at  the  same  time  expre^sini;  my  Concern  for  tlie  Trouble 
Messrs.  (lildersleeve  «&  Newcomb  have  given  you;  from  the  Char- 
acters they  siustain  I  am  not  in  the  least  Apprehensive  of  lln-ir 
doing  anything  injurious  to  their  Country  &  if  they  should  be  so 
imprudent  as  to  bring  themselves  into  Trouble  by  departing  ifrom 
your  Orders,  tliey  must  abide  the  Consequences,  as  they  w^ere 
sunicicntly  apprized  of  the  Danger  of  pa^jsing  to  the  Island  with- 
out the  sanction  of  a  Flag.  Let  me  intreat,  Sir,  that  you  will 
not  at  any  Time  out  of  Complaisance  to  me  indulge  any  Person 
who  may  have  my  Permits  to  pass  to  the  Island  with  a  Flagg 
when  it  is  inconvenient  to  yourself,  or  there  is  the  least  Reason 
to  suspect  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  public  safety.  When  the 
latter  is  not  the  case  I  am  persuaded  you  will  be  desirous  to 
give  every  reasonable  indulgence.  I  am  Sir,  with  great  Regard 
&  Esteem,  your  Most  Obedt.  Servt. 


[No.  4237.] 

Colonel  Willett  Submits  to  the  Governor  a  Plan  for  Managing  the 

Indians. 

Albany,  18th  Deer.,  1781. 

Sir,  A  visit  with  a  Dun  from  somr  of  tlie  Oneida  Indians 
put«  me  in  mind  of  my  i>romise  to  your  Excellency  to  offer  my 
thoughts  upon  the  situation  of  our  Indians. 

The  few  Indians  who  have  continued  among  us,  belonging 
prinrij>ally  to  thf  Oni-ida  iV:  Tnsearora  Nations,  ;\vv  such  as  when 
their  settlements   where  bruke   uj*  «  hoose   to  ninane  amongst 
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and  take  part  with  us.  These  Indians  have  been  and  must  con- 
tinue to  be  supported  by  us.  This  being  the  case  it  is  without 
doubt  our  Wisdom  to  have  as  much  service  from  them  as  we  can, 
for  supported  by  us  they  must  be.  But  in  the  way  they  are  sup- 
ported at  present,  such  is  their  make  that  altho  they  may  receive 
from  the  Commissioners,  provisions  and  Clothing,  whenever 
they  are  wanted  by  an  officer  to  perform  the  least  service  they 
Look  for  pay — nor  will  they  be  satisfied  without  being  paid  for 
every  petty  scout  or  other  piece  of  service  they  may  do.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  avoid  this  supernumerary  expence,  I  humbly 
conceive  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  officer  who  commands 
upon  the  frontiers,  to  have  the  Indians  put  under  his  directions, 
and  that  he  have  the  charge  of  supplying  them  with  provisions, 
and  that  such  Indian  Clothing  &c  as  may  be  procured  for  the  use 
of  the  Indians  be  subject  to  his  order.  This  will  put  the  officer 
in  such  a  situation  that  he  can  call  upon  the  Indians  for  their 
services  and  pay  them  for  those  services  with  such  things  as 
otherways  they  receive  without  having  the  benefit  of  their  ser- 
vices. 

That  the  Indians  may,  if  they  are  disposed  to  it,  be  verj-  use- 
full,  is  undoubtedly  true,  and  the  way  to  create  and  preserve 
this  disposion  is  to  keep  'em  in  a  state  of  de])(»nd(^nco  iqion  the 
person  who  may  from  time  to  time  want  their  services. 

From  this  sketch  your  excellency  will  perceive  u\\  plan  to  be, 
that  Congress  adopt  a  new  system  in  iluir  Indian  alTaii's  in  this 
Quarter,  Which  is  that  the  provisions  and  Cloihing  wiih  which 
they  must  be  sn])i)lyed,  1)(^  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Officer 
who  may  Command  on  the  frontiers  where  their  Services  will  be 
immediately  wanlrd.  And  in  this  way,  I  am  (iniic  (dear  that  con- 
siderable advantages  might  be  gained  from  Indian  assistance. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Kxcellencies  most  obedient  humble 
servt, 
llis  Exeellency  Governor  Clinton. 

P.  S.     I  believe  your  excellency  forgot  to  auswer  Captain  Mar- 
sha ll's  letter  by  me. 

M.  W. 


[No.  4238.] 

General  Gatisevoort  Danands  an   Explanation  from  the  Officer  in 
Command  of  a  Body  of  Vermonters  for  Invading  New  York  State. 

Sir,     In  Pursuance  of  a  Law  of  this  State  a  Part  of  my  Brigade 

has  been  detached  to  suppress  an  Insurrection  of  some  of  the 

Subjects  of  this  State  residing  in  the  district  of  Schachtikoke 

and  Iloeeck.     For  this  Purpose  I  arrived  here  this  Day  and  to 

aid  the  Sheriff  of  this  County  to  apprehend  the  Insurgents  by 

Virtue  of  legal  Process.     On  my  arrival  here  I  am  informed  that 

a  large  Body  of  Troops  from  the  Grants  are  marching  in  Force 

with  Artillery;  in  Consequence  of  which  the  small  body  of  Men 

who  were  detached  as  above  mentioned  have  returned  back  to 

this  Place.     Before  I  proceed  any  farther,  I  thought  it  expedient 

to  write  to  you  requesting   you    to    infonn  me  by  the  Bearer, 

Stephen  Vielen  Q.  M.  and  Abraham  Vielen  what  is  the  Object  of 

your  present  Movement  into  the  interioi*  P;u(fs  of  this  State  with 

a  military  force  and  by  what  Authority. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Hum  Servt. 

P.  Gansevoort,  B  Genl. 

Head  Quarters,  Schachtikoke,  18  Dec.  1781. 
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[No.  4239.] 

Robert  R.  Livingston  to  the  Governor  on  His  Retirement  from  Con- 
gress— Difficulty  of  Maintaining  Representation — News  of  the 
French  Fleet  Destined  for  the  West  Indies. 

19th  Deer.  1781,  Philadelphia. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  been  for  sometime  your  debtor  but  do  not 
the  less  readily  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  debt.  Mr. 
Smith  enables  me  to  discharge  it  &  I  hope  soon  after  this  comes 
to  your  hand  to  receive  a  receipt  in  full  from  you.  I  am  happy 
to  find  that  the  last  sessions  passed  off  with  so  much  harmony, 
but  am  surprized  that  you  have  not  fallen  on  effectual  means  to 
keep  up  a  representation  here,  when  I  consider  the  important 
interests  you  have  to  manage;  your  poverty  is  a  radical  evil 
which  only  time  &  skill  can  cure,  in  the  mean  While  it  must 
appologize  for  all  your  other  defects.  From  this  quarter  you 
expect  news;  I  wish  I  could  satisfy  your  expectations.  The 
favourable  accounts  we  have  received  of  late  has  rendered  us 
delicate  &  nothing  but  what  is  high  seasoned  will  go  down. 
Should  I  give  you  reports  or  probable  prospects  they  would  seem 
vapid  &  unsatisfactory.  However,  there  is  something  so  promis- 
ing in  what  we  have  received  today  that  I  will  venture  to  com- 
municate it.  The  Armament  equipped  at  Brc^t  left  that  harbour 
&  went  down  to  the  road  on  the  25th,  in  order  to  sail  with  the 
first  fair  wind;  it  consists  of  10  sail  of  the  line  under  tlie  Mar- 
quis De  Veudruil  &  SOOO  Land  forces  &  is  destined  for  the  West 
Indias  where  it  has  probably  arrived,  so  that  we  may  shortly 
expect  interesting  news  from  thence. 

1  should  have  resigned  my  Commission  before  this,  had  I  not 
thought  it  could  be  of  no  consequence  to  the  State,  till  the  next 
Session  of  the  Legislature,  or  till  some  business  is  ripe  in  the 
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court  of  ClKincrry  ».^  indrcd  that  it  would  he  a  savinj^  of  cxjK'nce 
to  koep  il  in  suspriico.  At  pi'osout  I  aui  dcU  ruiincd  to  quit  this 
Deit  sprinj;,  uiilese  the  api)ointnKMit8  of  I  lie  olVice  are  rendered 
more  adecjuate  to  tlio  oxponre  than  they  are  at  present,  which 
must  be  ascertained  before  the  I^efi^islature  meet  on  whom  I  ])ro- 
poee  to  attend-  .S:  in  the  course  of  the  winter  1  shall  return  & 
try  s'ucli  causes  as  may  be  set  down  for  hearinji^  so  as  to  suffer 
no  injury  to  accrue  by  my  ab»sence.  This,  however,  is  submitted 
to  your  Excellency;  if  you  should  conceive  that  the  public  sus- 
tains even  a  temporary  injury  by  this  line  of  conduct  I  will  if 
you  t^h'dW  so  advise  quit  either  one  or  the  other  commission.  I 
have  the  tlrmest  reliance  on  your  friendship  ^:  feel  in  return  that 
warm  attachment  with  which  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  eay  I  am 
Dear  Sir,  Your  Excellencys  Most  obt  Hum  Servt. 


[No.  4240.] 

Oencral  Hrnth  Draws  a  Graphic  Picture  of  the  Pitiahlc  Condition 

of  II  is  Troops. 

Head  quarters,  Highlands,  December  11),  17S1. 
Sir,  The  distress  of  this  army  for  the  want  of  bread  hafi 
become  almost  insupportable — they  are  nearly  half  their  time 
without — this  obliges  them  to  eat  a  larger  quantity  of  meat 
than  is  good  for  their  health  -their  naked  condition  for  want 
of  clotliing  obliges  many  of  the  soldiers  to  lay  in  the  barracks 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  time;  thwe  complicated  wants  are 
destroying  their  health  numbers  are  falling  sick.  A  consider- 
able quantity  of  flour  is  yet  expected  from  the  State  Agent. 
I*«Tmit  me,  Sir.  at  this  critical  and  distressing  moment  to 
request  your  orders  to  the  agent,  instantly  tn  push  down  a 
relief   of  Hour,  if  possible — and   if  any  extra  aid   of   teams  is 
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necessary,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  order  them  impressed. 
A  more  pressing  emergency  I  have  scarcely  known.  It  is  but  a 
few  days  before  the  contract  will  take  place  and  we  are  led  to 
hope  the  supplies  will  be  ample.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  that 
such  relief  of  flour  may  be  thrown  in  to  the  troops  in  the  interim, 
as  will  relieve  them  from  their  present  distressing  wants,  and 
remove  the  grounds  of  those  serious  consequences,  which  I 
assure  your  Excellency  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to  fear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect,  Your  Excel- 
lency's Most  obedient  Servant 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4241.] 

Colonel  Thomas  Thomas^  Dismal  Description  of  the  Situation  in 

Upper  Westchester  Coiinty. 

Bedford,  Decb.  20th,  1781. 
Dr  Sir,  In  pursuance  of  your  Excellency's  Recommendation  I 
have  consulted  with  the  military  officers  and  the  principal  Inhab- 
itants of  the  County  respecting  future  Protection  which  will  be 
shortly  requisite,  as  the  Levies  Times  of  Service  will  expire 
next  Sunday,  who  are  then  to  be  discharged.  I  must  refer  your 
Excellency  for  Particulars  to  Lt.  Colo.  Crane  the  Bearer.  I 
must  palrticularly  inform  you  that  our  Situation  is  truly  dismal; 
our  strength  exhausted,  and  our  Poverty  great;  the  Burden  so 
heavy  on  all  sides  that  it  is  impossible  we  can  bear  any  further 
assistance  as  a  Count v;  1  earncsllv  bcir  vour  Kxcclloncv's  Altt^n- 
tion  to  our  Situation,  that  you  will  nlTcM'd  us  the  most  ready 
Ivclief,  as  the  least  l>(^lay  may  bo  j^roductive  of  bad  Conse- 
quences to  the  good  People  on  the  Frontiers  being  exposed  to 
a  ravaging   Enemy  making   frequent    Incursions   Amongst   us. 
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Tliat  vour  Excollonry  will  sif^nify  your  Pleasure  to  the  Bearer 
wlio  forward  this  AlTair,  1  am  with  Esteem  your  Excellency's 
most  Oh.  ♦!<:  very  II.  St. 


[No.  4242.] 

Affhiarits  Taken  before  Judges  Morris  and  Yates  As  Indieating 
Ixumors  of  Negotiations  between  Certain  Vermont  Leaders  and  the 
British. 

Albany,  Deer.  20th,  1781. 

Good  Sir,  Yesterday  the  Bearer  of  this  Applied  to  us  intimat- 
injj  he  coud  give  Important  Information  relative  to  tlie  Conduct 
of  the  Leaders  of  the  people  in  the  North  East  Quarter  of  this 
State;  we  accordin<;ly  took  his  Affidavit  which  is  Inclosed.  Just 
as  we  had  finished  it,  David  Abeel  called  on  other  Business;  as 
he  had  Lately  returned  from  Canada  where  he  had  been  a  Pris- 
oner, we  were  led  to  ask  him  6ome  Questions;  his  Answers 
Coroboratinj:  the  Examination  of  Edjrar  we  thought  it  proper 
to  taken  them  on  oath,  which  we  Also  Inclose;  we  conceive  they 
may  be  of  use  to  our  Country  and  submitt  to  your  Excellency's 
better  Judgment  to  put  them  into  that  Road  of  Utillity,  and  are, 
with  the  Greatest  Respect,  Your  Excellencys  most  obedient 
Ilumb.  Scrvts. 


R.  Morris. 
Robert  Yates. 


His  Excellency  Govr.  Clinton. 


Affidavit  of  John  Edoar. 
Albany  ■•:  John  Edgar  late  of  the  Detroit  being  duly  Sworn  Dcposctb  and  Saltb, 
that  he  Commanded  a  Veancl  belonKlni?  to  the  King  of  Grout  Urttuin  on  the  Lnko'fl 
Huron  and  Erie,  from  aom«  time  in  the  year  1772  to  nome  time  in  the  year  1775:  that 
be  then  gave  up  the  iiald  Command  and  went  Into  trade;  that  on  the  24th  day  of 
August  1779,  be  waa  taken  Into  Custody  at  Detroit  by  one  Major  Lenolt  [Lernoult]  of 
the  Eighth  or  King's  Regiment,  chnrgeing  tbiii  deponent  with  corresponding  with  tb« 
Americans  and  CounMlling  the  Savagcn,  Ac;  that  be  was  put  in  prison  and  In  Irons, 
and  in  two  days  S«ot  of  in  Irons  for  Niagara,  where  be  continued  In  Irons  for  nine 
month!*,  and  In  prtw^n  fr»r  eleven;  thnt  h»  wn.n  tlion  sent  on  to  Bucks  Island  where  he 
was  Continurd    In    •  nt   for    f  'hn;    thnl   ho   wna   then    Uonioved   to    Mon- 

tnml  whara  ba  was  •  i  for  six   .'  it  the  end  of  Wbicb  time,  after  Repeatad 
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Applications,  he  was  by  Genl.  McClean,  Granted  the  Lyberty  of  the  town;  that  on  the 
30th  day  of  September  Last  he  was  sent  for  by  one  Thomas  Johnston  who  had  before 
been  taken  by  the  Brittish  from  the  Lower  Cohass  [Coos];  that  on  his  calling  on  the  said 
Johnston  he  told  this  deponent  that  he  was  privy  to  his  design  of  makeing  his  Escape, 
and  that  he  was  desirous  of  Sending  Some  Important  Intelligence  to  Genl.  Bailey,  and 
on  this  deponent's  Engageing  to  Deliver  any  message,  the  said  Johnston  informed 
this  deponent,  that  he  had  not  been  Confined  since  he  had  been  brought  there;  that 
he  was  one  of  the  persons  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Vermont  (as  he  called  it)  who 
had  been  in  treaty  with  the  Brittish  touching  an  Agreement  to  deliver  up  that  Country 
Into  the  Hands  of  the  Brittish;  that  they  had  compleated  the  Agreement  and  desired 
him  to  Inform  Genl.  Bailey  of  it  and  Desire  him  to  gett  some  one  to  be  exchanged  for 
him  on  his  Arrival  which  he  Expected  soon  to  do  on  his  parole  and  then  he  would 
make  Known  the  Whole  Affair;  that  this  deponent  understood  that  the  two  Fays  and 
Ira  Allen,  were  with  others,  agents  for  that  tract  of  Country,  called  by  them  the  State 
of  Vermont,  and  that  one  Captn,  Sherwood  and  one  Doctor  Smith,  who  formerly  lived 
in  Albany,  were  two  of  the  Agents  on  the  part  of  the  Brittish;  that  the  said  Agents 
sometimes  mett  in  Castletown  in  the  Grants  and  Sometimes  in  Canada;  that  this  Depo- 
nent has  also  understood  that  part  of  the  Agreement  between  the  British  and  the 
people  calling  themselves  the  people  of  the  State  of  Vermont  was  that  they  were  to 
Raise  two  or  Three  thousand  Men  for  the  British,  who  were  to  be  oflBcered  by  the 
people  of  the  Country,  and  were  never  to  be  drafted  into  other  Regiments,  and  never 
to  be  employed  out  of  the  Country;  and  these  men  were  to  be  fed,  paid,  Cloathed  and 
otherways  Supported  by  the  British  and  that  Britain  was  to  furnish  and  maintain  a 
twenty  Gun  ship,  which  was  to  be  kept  for  them  upon  the  Lake,  and  this  deponent  fur- 
ther saith,  that  Since  his  Escape  from  Canada  at  the  Lower  Cohass,  he  saw  the  above 
named  Thomas  Johnston  at  his  own  house  there  who  had  been  permitted  to  come  on 
his  Parole,  but  was  not  then  Exchanged,  that  on  this  deponents  comeing  to  Cohass  he 
went  from  there  East  to  Newberry  port,  to  Avoid  Comeing  down  through  the  Grants 
least  he  should  be  taken  up  and  sent  back  to  Canada,  and  further  this  deponent  saith 
not. 

John  Edgar. 
Sworn  this  19th  Day  of  December,  1781  Before 

R  Morris, 

Robert  Yates. 

Affidavit  of  Davtd  Abbel. 
State  of  New  York  ss.  David  Abell,  of  Katts-kill  In  the  County  of  Albany,  Yeoman, 
being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith,  that  some  time  in  the  month  of  April  last  past, 
he  was  taken  prisoner  at  his  own  House  by  a  party  of  Indians  and  Tories,  and  carried 
to  Niagara,  and  from  thence  to  Montreal;  that  on  his  way  to  the  latter  place,  at  the 
Cedars,  he  saw  one  Johan  Jost  Herkimer,  who  informed  this  Deponent  that  the  people 
on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  headed  by  Colo.  Alen,  would  join  the  British  with 
fifteen  hundred  Men;  that  a  Major  Alen  was  then  gone  down  to  Quebec  for  that  pur- 
pose; that  at  Montreal  it  was  the  General  Report  that  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
would  join  them;  that  this  Deponent  saw  at  Isle  L'Noix,  a  Major  Fay,  on  Board  a 
Vessell  called  the  Royal  George,  and  who  this  Deponent  understood  was  an  Inhabitant 
on  the  said  Grants;  that  on  Board  of  the  said  Vessell  was  one  Doctor  Smith,  Captain 
Sherwood  and  another  person,  whose  name  the  Deponent  does  not  recollect,  who  were 
appointed  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  said  Major  Fay;  that  the  said  Fay  brought 
with  him  upwards  of  thirty  Hessians,  doscrtod  from  Burgoin's  Army,  for  exchange,  as 
this  Deponent  was  informed,  and  which  he  delivered  to  the  British,  and  further  this 
Deponent  saith  not. 

o  x»  .     „«  ,-   .  David  Abeel. 

Sworn  this  20th  day  of  December,  1781  before 

R  Morris, 

Robert  Yates. 

[No.  4243.] 
Treasurer  Ihinckcr's  Letter  with  Brigade  Major  Lansing's  Aeeount. 

(Omitted.) 
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[No.  4244.] 

Captain    Jatncs    lilaLrshvs    Letter    Respecting    the    Pay    of    His 

Com  pant/. 

Brattk'borough,  20th  Deer.,  1780. 

Sir,  The  great  Distance  of  my  Residence  from  the  Seat  of 
Government,  I  hope  will  sufTiriently  apologise  to  jour  Excel- 
lency for  the  trouble  of  this  Letter. 

The  men  which  wore  under  my  Command  last  summer  are 
anxious  to  receive  their  Wages;  and  as  it  is  intirely  uncertain 
whether  the  Money  is  in  the  Treasury,  or  when  it  will  be  in  my 
Power  to  draw  it,  I  beg  that  your  Excellency  will  be  kind  enough 
to  let  your  Secretary  inform  me  by  a  Line,  when  it  may  be  had, 
and  what  steps  I  must  take  to  entitle  me  to  receive  it. 

Should  also  be  glad  of  Directions  in  what  manner  I  may  pay 
the  Money  your  Excellency  was  kind  enough  to  advance  me. 

I  am  With  Sentiments  of  the  highest  Gratitude  &  Esteem, 
Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed't.  Servt. 

P.  S.  A  Line  diriH'ted  undor  cover  to  Mr.  Townsend  I  imagine 
will  be  most  likely  to  come  to  hand. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton, 


[No.  4245.] 

Judf/c  Robert  Yates  Furnishes  Governor  Clinton  irith  the  Affidavit 
of  Casper  Rouse  in  Relation  to  the  Actions  of  Certain  Vermonters. 

Albany,  December  25th,  1781. 

Sir,     I  inclose  your  Excellency  the  Examinations  of  Mr.  Rous 

and  Green,  and  the  persons  therein  named  as  Insurgents  I  have 

issued  a  warrant  against,  directed  to  the  sherilT  who  has  been 

up  as  far  as  Tomheuick  [Tomhann^K^k]  in  ord<M'  to  apprehend 

them.    I'pon  his  return  he  informs  me  that  (Ik-  force  sent  from 
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the  Grants  to  aid  and  protect  them,  rendered  it  impracticable 
to  procet^d.  Genl.  Gansevoort  will  inform  your  Excellency  by 
this  opportunity  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  lo  dischar^'o 
the  Militia. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  Your  Excellency's  most  obt. 

humble  servant 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


Casper  Rouse's  Affidavit. 

Albany  ss.  Casper  Rouse,  of  the  District  of  Schaghtekoche  in  ttie  County  of  Albany, 
being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  the  third  day  of  December  Instant,  on  his 
way  home  from  Coll.  Israel  Thompson,  in  Schaghtekoche  District  aforesaid,  he  wa.s 
taken  Prisoner  by  one  Barney  Hyat,  who  told  the  Deponent,  he  was  a  Constable  under 
the  Authority  of  the  State  Vermont,  and  that  he  took  the  Deponent  Prisoner  by  Virtue 
of  a  Warrant  granted  by  Esquire  Benidict;  that  upon  this  Deponent  refusing  to  submit 
to  the  arrest  and  denying  the  authority  of  Vermont,  the  said  Barney  Hyat  called  to  his 
Assistance,  Johannis  Snyder  and  Frederick  Reemer,  two  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Schaghtekoche  aforesaid,  who  were  armed  with  each  Guns,  and  that  the  said 
Barney  Hyat  delivered  the  Deponent  over  to  the  said  two  armed  men  with  directions  to 
carry  the  Deponent  before  the  said  Benidict;  that  the  said  two  armed  Men  carried  the 
Deponent  about  a  Mile  Prisoner  and  then  took  his  Parole  to  appear  before  the  said 
Benidict;  that  the  Deponent  agreeable  to  his  Parole  went  to  the  said  Esquire  Benidict. 
whom  he  found  to  be  Thomas  Benidict,  an  Inhabitant  of  and  residing  within  the  said 
District  of  Schaghtekoche;  that  Edward  Jewitt  of  the  said  District  was  with  the  said 
Benidict,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Benidict  and  Edward  Jewett  acted  as  Justices  of 
the  Peace  under  the  Authority  of  the  State  Vermont:  that  this  Deponent  asked  the 
said  Benidict  and  Jewett  what  Crime  was  alledged  against  the  Deponent,  that  the  said 
Benidict  told  tlie  Deponent  he  should  know  his  Crime  when  the  Constable  returned; 
that  at  Benidict's  there  were  about  fifteen  Persons  assembled  all  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
District   of  Schaghtekoche  aforesaid;   that  the   Deponent   does  not  know  the  Christian 

Names  of  the  Persons   so  assembled   besides   the  said   Justices,   but  that Reed. 

Martin,   a  Son   in  Law  of  William  Shepherd,   of  the  District  of  Schaghtekoche 

aforesaid,  two  Sons  of  the  said  Thomas  Benidict;  that  when  the  Deponent  was  before  the 
said  Justices  he  exclaimed  against  their  Authority;  that  the  said  Justices  told  the  De- 
ponent he  must  go  to  the  said  William  Shepherd's  which  he  refused;  that  shortly  after 
the  said  Justices  went  away,  and  some  time  after  this  the  said  Reed  told  the  Deponent 
he  must  go  to  the  said  William  Shepherd,  which  he  refused;   that  thereupon  the  said 

Reed  ordered  the  said  Johannis  Snyder,  Frederick  Reemer,  Root  and  others  to 

take  and  carry  the  Deponent  to  the  said  William  Shepherd's;  that  the  said  Johannis 
Snyder,  Frederick  Reemer  &  Root,  laid  hold  of  the  Deponent  and  forcebly  car- 
ried him  out  of  the  House  of  the  said  Benidict  in  order  to  bring  him  to  the  said  William 
Shepherd's;  that  all  the  Persons  in  the  said  Benidict's  House  (except  one  Andrew)  wore 
aiding  and  assisting  in  the  taking  and  carrying  the  Deponent  as  aforesaid. 

And  this  Deponent  further  saith,  that  sometime  last  Summer,  a  Meeting  of  about 
sixty  Persons  Inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Schaghtokocho  .nforosaid.  and  of  the  East 
District  of  the  Manor  of  Renssolaerwyck.  in  the  County  of  Albany,  aforesaid,  was  held 
at  the  House  of  one  Henry  Jackson  in  the  District;  that  this  meeting  was  called  by 
Adverti.semcnt  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  Governor  and  Representatives  of  Assembly 
for  the  State  of  Vermont;  that  the  said  Advertisements  were  signed  by  the  said  William 
Shepherd  and  one  Doty,  who  lives  on  the  Farm  of  William  Rogers.  Deed,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Schaghtekoche  aforesaid;  that  at  this  Meeting  were  present  Schadrlck  Phelps. 
Henry  Jack.son,  Jurry  Wetzel,  Peter  Crawberger.  David  Smith.  Edward  Henderson. 
Jacob   VanWormer.    Hondrlck  VnnDerHoof.   Thomas   Benidict  Edward  Jewitt  all   of  the 
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IMatrlct   of   Si  liaKlitPkocho  afori>Mutd: FalrbankH. Kubimrd.  of  tho   Ka»t   Dis- 

trltl  of  ihc  Manor  of  lleiiHaolaorwyrk.  nforesald;  that  all  the  Hald  Pcthoiih  above  named 
voted  at  the  said  elcctlou  and  took  the  Kreeraan'8  Oath  to  tho  Slate  of  Vermont;  that 

the  said  Oath  wos  adralnlHtered  by  the  nald  Thonms  Henldlct,  Kdward  Jewit  and  

Fairbanks,  who  severally  arted  as  Justices  of  tho  I'earo,  under  the  said  State  of  Ver- 
mont at  tho  Dlstrlot  of  SohaKhtekoi  ho  aforesaid:  that  at  the  said  raeethiK.  was  prohonl 
l>o*tor  Wood,  whose  name  this  Deponent  Is  Informed  Is  John,  and  altho  he  Did  not 
Vote.  It  appeared  to  the  Deponent  that  the  said  Wood  Is  an  advocate  for  the  Hald 
State  of  Vermont,  and  a  supporter  of  t!i<.  c.nv  r.i  tuii>'i>i  thereof,  over  the  said  District 
and  further  this  Deponent  salth  not 

Sworn  to  before  me  the  HUh  Day  of  Deer.  17M. 
I^obtTt    Vales. 


JAMKS    GUKKN'S   AFKII>AVIT   as  to    rnOCKKDINT.S    OF   SlNPIlV    rKUSONS  or  TIIK    Vkkmoxt 

Pahtv. 

Albany  ss.  James  CJreen  of  the  f'ity  of  Albany  beliiK  duly  sworn  depoaeth  and  saith, 
that  some  time  at  the  District  of  Schajihtlkoche  in  the  County  of  Albany  last  Summer 
he  was  taken  Prisoner  by  Virtue  of  Warrant  issued  by  Samuel  Fairbanks  of  the  New 
City  In  the  Fast  District  of  the  Manor  of  Hensselaerwyi-k  in  the  County  of  Albany 
ui>on  the  Complaint  of  David  Smith  and  Ket-ompence  Smith;  that  the  Deponent  as 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  had  taken  Hecompence  Smith  by  Virtue  of  Process 
i.<(sued  otit  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  IMeas  for  tho  City  &  County  of  Albany: 
That  among  the  Party  who  took  the  Deponent  were  the  said  David  Smith.  Recompence 

Smith   and   Hubbard    That   after   the    Deponerit    was   a    Prisoner   he    was   carried 

before  the  said  Samuel  Fairbanks,  as  a  Magestrate  under  the  Authority  of  the  pre- 
tended Stale  of  Vermont;  that  the  Deponent  in  order  to  get  Released  from  his  Imprison- 
ment was  compelled  to  give  Hail  for  his  appearance  at  a  Court  to  be  held  at  Penning- 
ton nt  n  future  day.  That  after  the  Deponent  was  a  Prisoner  he  was  ('arried  to  the 
I  Chnstupher  IMIIman.  at  New  City  aforesaid,   wliere  Daniel  Toneray  came  in. 

ired  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  therein  and  approved  of  the  Proceedings  against 
tne  Deponent,  and  the  Deponent  further  saith  that  he  was  taken  by  virtue  of  the 
Warrant  aforesaid  for  having  exercised  his  Authority  as  Deputy  Sheriff  aforesaid  at 
me  said  District  of  SohaRhtlkoche  In  the  County  of  Albany  aforesaid,  in  manner  as 
Iwfore  mentioned,  and  further  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

James  Oreen. 
5«.wrii   lTf.,r«>  no  this  16th  day  of  December  1781. 

Robert  Yates. 
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[No.  4246.] 

ALMOST  A  CRASH  OYER  THE  VERMONT  AFFAIR. 

ij/eneral  Gansevoort  Forced  to  Retire  before  Superior  Xumbers — He 
Suggests  That  Governor  Clinton  Should  Call  the  Legislature  in 
Session — Correspondence  and  Affidavits. 

Sir,  If  your  Excellency  should  call  the  Legislature  in  Conse- 
quence of  the  inclosed  dispatches,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest 
the  Propriety  of  their  Sitting  at  Albany-,  as  there  will  be  a 
Number  of  Persons  who  reside  to  the  X.  E.  of  this  County  whose 
Examinations  as  ^Vitnesses  may  perhaps  be  wanted. 

Your  Excellencys  most  Hum  Servt. 

Peter  Gansevoort 
21  Deer.  1781. 

Colonel  Ebenkzlu  Walukilxje  to  (Iknkual  (i ansevookt  as 
TO  THE  Exercise  of  Jurisdictiox  by  Yekmont  ix  Schaghti- 

COKE  AND  HOOSICK. 

Bennington,  lOih  December  1781. 

Sir,  Yours  of  yest(^rday's  dale  (directed  to  tlu'  ofticer  com- 
manding the  Troo])s  from  the  Grants  ^Vcc)  was  this  morning 
handed  me  by  Mr.  X'ich'ii;  and  nlll»o  not  properly  addressed  to 
me  or  any  other  person  as  an  otlicer  of  this  State,  yet  to  prevent 
as  much  as  in  me  lies  confusion  and  an  Increase  of  animosities 
and  the  clVnsion  of  Unman  Rlood,  it  lie  Trt)ops  having  b«M  n  pni 
under  my  Command),  1  will  <Mideavonr  in  general  Terms  to  com- 
municate th(»  object  of  their  Movements. 

The  Claims  of  the  State  of  X'ermont  to  the  Teritory  being 
East  of  and  adjoining  to  the  IJiver  llndson.  («>gciii»'r  wiili  the 
principles  n|>(»n  wliicli  Jurisdictien  \\as  rxiinded  ;ind  a  Fnion 
entered  into  with  the  people  inhabit  ting  the  said  Territory,  and 
the  failh  (»f  the  State  ]d(Mlg(Ml  for  their  security  on  conditions. 


^12  1*1  lU.lc     r.MKUS    OF    (iKOI{<;i:    riJXTfJN. 

vuu  iiiuiuubifiilv  havr  lu-fort'  vou,  wliich  it'iidtTs  it  uniu'ccssary 
for  mo  to  Entor  partimlnrly  into  tlioin.  niid  ('oniplaints  by 
Hiindry  jhtsohs  (having:  Itrcn  duly  made  on  <»a(li  lo  proptT 
Aui  lM»rity,i  thai  a  Nninltci  of  mcii  who  pi'ofcssrd  lo  nwc  Alh* 
^'iancr  to  thr  State  of  \»\\  ^'(>^•k^  were  ('(dlrcied  N\ithin  tlx'  said 
TtTi-iiory  for  liir  a\(>\v<'<i  jtui-posc  of  lai^injj:  hy  fonr  and  Impris- 
oning: snndry  lnhal)itants  wlio  do  !)y  ^'i^tllo  of  said  I'nion  profess 
tluinselvt'S  C'itizons  of  and  to  owe  Allegiance  to  iliis  State,  and 
tliai  a  hody  of  Troops  from  tlie  state  of  \.  Voi  k  were  collocted 
in  foree  Willi  Armes  and  lias  thrown  ni>  fortifirations  to  assist 
in  I  lie  snpport  <d"  siirli  nndne  Measures,  a  number  of  Troops  were 
directed  and  ]»ut  under  my  Command  to  assist  the  Sherill'  ()f 
the  County,  to  Execute  Ins  orders  in  Apprehending  those  Trans- 
fjressors  in  due  form  of  Law.  Nevertheless  agreeable  to  my 
direetions  I  have  ever  held  and  still  hold  uji  to  view  to  the 
<dlieers  eommandin;;  the  said  Troops  from  N.  York,  that  upon 
their  dis(diarf:in<r  the  prisoners  in  tiieir  custody,  and  becomin<r 
obli;:aied  that  the  State  of  X.  York  should  not  exercise  Author- 
ity over  any  of  those  persons,  u  ho  profess  to  owe  alh'jjiance  to 
the  State  of  Vermont  until  tlie  matter  could  be  ammicably 
adjusted,  either  by  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  Articles  of  con- 
federation, the  j)roj)osals  adoplid  by  the  J>egislatur<'  of  this 
State  \  Transmitte<l  to  his  Excellency  (Jovr.  Clinton,  or  any 
other  Method  that  may  be  Mutually  agreed  on  by  the  States  of 
\.  York  &  Vermont  resjK'ctively,  that  no  authority  of  this  State 
shall  be  exercised  over  any  in  said  districts  who  profess  to  owe 
Alegiance  to  the  8tate  of  X  York,  during  the  Xegolialiou  of  this^ 
Matti  r,  loit  tlmt  each  party  TJest  unmolested  duriu';  that  time 
both  in  their  persons  and  proiH'rties. 

Should  these  proposals  he  Ilejected,  and  the  jx'ople  who  pro- 
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fess  to  be  Citizens  of  Vermont,  be  imprisoned,  and  their  property 

destroyed,  I  cannot  be  answerable  for  the  Consequences,  to  this 

I  Request  your  Answer  until  which  time  I  am  Sir,  your  Most 

obedient  Humble  Servant 

Ebenezer  Walbridge,  Colo.  Commandant. 
Genl.  Gansevoort. 

Affidavits  of  Dirck  Swart  and  Major  Daniel  Dickenson. 

Dirck  Swart  Esq.  and  Major  Daniel  Dickenson  being  duly 
sworn,  depose  and  say  that  on  the  16th  day  of  Decemr.  Inst, 
they  joined  Coll.  Yates  who  lay  with  his  Men  at  the  House  of 
Lieut.  Coll.  Renselar  at  Sinkaick;  that  these  deponents  requested 
Coll.  Yates  to  give  them  Liberty  to  go  to  Bennington  in  order 
to  obtain  Intelligence  relative  to  the  Designs  &  Movements  of 
the  People  of  Bennington  and  the  Grants,  that  by  lA^avt'  of 
Coll.  Yates  these  deponents  on  the  ITth  day  of  Decemr.  liisr. 
accordingly  set  out,  and  on  their  way  about  two  Miles  and  a 
half  from  Bennington,  tlu^se  de])on('nts  sto])])ed  at  the  House 
of  Captain  Maus,  who  informed  these  deponents  that  tIu-  Vw- 
mont  People  were  ordered  out  and  that  a  Man  from  Bennington 
had  passed  his  House  a  few  Minutes  ago  witli  Ammunition,  and 
that  five  hundred  men  from  Arlington  with  a  tichl  ])i(H't'  were 
to  be  at  one  Mr.  Waits,  where  tlu^  Ammunition  was  to  br  car- 
ried; that  these  deponents  then  ])roceede(l  to  Bennington  and 
W(Mit  to  Mr.  Dewy's  Tavern,  where  they  saw  about  one  hundred 
Men  collected  with  Arms;  that  after  being  sonn*  short  Time  in 
the  house  not  exceeding  half  an  Hour,  those  dopoutnis  heard 
Major  Titchner  (in  Conversation  with  Gonl.  Kthnn  Aliens 
declare,  that  he  would  witli  iiis  Lil'o  and  Fortune  protect  the 
m^w  T^nion,  and  quoted  some  Andior  that  a  General  should  not 


ill  \ 


Pi  iti.n     r.\n:i:s   or  (iKniji;!-:  ('i.inton, 


l«'l  his  MiH'inx  kimw  \\  lini  Ik-  iiii  cmlrd  in  sliikf.  l»ul  ^ivc  tli<* 
r»I«>\N  .111(1  ihiiilv  .il'lriu  .lids,  iiiii]  s;\'\(\  tli;il  lie  \\;is  m1s(»  of  tli;it 
opiuinii  (|i«l.ii-in^  ;ii  ilir  s;mn'  'riiiir  lli.ii  iKtw  llic  'rime  MM-  llonn 
Wiis  comr;  iijMin  wliich  said  .\ll<ii  aiisw  iird.  ii<»\\  ymi  lM';j;in  In 
talk  stuiiri  Iiini:  like  and  dcdaicd  irniiscir  in  lie  (d"  llir  saiiK* 
sfiil  iiinnls ;  tli.ii  ilns<-  <I<|miiu'IiIs  do  iioi  siiitjiosi'  lliat  tlic.v  woi'c' 
known  l»y  said  'rihliiK-i-  and  Alh-n.  wliilc  I  licy  \\<t»'  in  llic  said 
llonsc  of  I>t'\\(\  win  TO  said  < 'on\  orsation  was;  llial  on  llndr 
KrlMin  ilh\  a.uain  st(»|i|t<-d  al  llir  llonsc  (d'  ('ajilain  Mans,  wlio 
said  iliai  a  rcriain  doiioi-  hirkcnson  of  runniiiLilon  liad  l»ofn 
on  lin-  ilasi  sid<-  <d"  I  he  Monniain  wIkic  tin-  Poople  lold  said 
<l(H|or  liial  ilioy  were  joalons  ilial  lln-  IN'ojdo  of  tlio  West  side* 
wtTo  in  Alliance  wiili  ilic  Mnciny  in  ('anada:  lliai  the  said 
<lorioi-  n-tniiicd  In  llcnninLiion  and  on  inakin;^  Mntpiiiy.  found 
llial  it  was  al»s<dnioly  iinr.  and  I  hoioniion  do(laicd  iio  would 
as  loaxo  1m'  dc.id  as  lo  li\o  ainon^  ilicni;  ih.ii  ilicsc  «l('|ionrnls 
tinn  lofi  ('a|ii.  .Mans  and  in  coining:  o]t|>osil<'  Mi-.  Wail's  ion  this 
side  of  iIm'  twonlN  mile  Lino  and  iliioc  Miles  fioin  ('oil.  i{ons«'- 
lai's  al  Sin  Kairk  saw  a  NninlM  r  i)\'  .\rincd  Mm  al  said  Wait's 
and  a  li»  Id  riccc  dia  w  n  1»\  fonr  o.xcn  i  Ino  i  he  ( 'icok.  a  nd  Ix-t  w  oon 
ihai  and  said  <<•"  I '■  n^-  lai's,  iuv\  hvwiaI  .Mm  in  Arms  ;ioin;x 
las  a|i|H-aid  l«»  i  ii<  x  di  imncnt  si  tif  join  tin-  said  Nciniontofs  at 
Haid   Wail's,  and    farther   these    hepniieiits  say   not. 

I  >irek  Swart . 

I  >aniel    I  Mekinson. 


>WM|||     "JIMll      hecMII.      17>1      iMlnle     |||e     nlie     ti\'     tile     Alderiiiail     of 
the    rjty    of    All»an\     \     one    nf     the    .Ilislires    of     the     |(eare    of    1  |m' 

<'ify  &  riHinty   of  .\lhaiiy. 

Pelei-    W  .    ^  att*8. 
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(jEXEUal    (jaxsevoout's    Katiier    Hr.\iiLiATi.\(;    Ketort    ox    the 

Crisis. 

Albany  Decern.  21  ITSI. 

Sir,    Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  11th  Inst,  sent  by  Mr. 
RouSj  I  did  not  receive  until  the  15th  Inst,  in  the  Evening.     On 
the  16th  I  set  off  for  Saratoga  and  applied  to  General  Stark  for 
a  Field  Piece  and  some  of  his  Troop<s  in  order  to  assist  those  of 
my  Brigade  at  Schachtekoke  »fc  Iloseck,  detatchcd  there  for  the 
Purpose    of   suppressing  the   Insurreclion.     I    was    induced    to 
make  this  Application  in  Consequence  of  a  Letter  from  Genl. 
Stark  to  Coll.  Yates,  dated  the  8th  Inst.,  wlunein  lu'  declares 
his  Readiness  to  march  his  whole  garrison  (in  order  lo  f<u[)press 
the   lusuri'ection — when  ()c(*asion  might    re(niirei  and  of   which 
he   desires   Coll.   Yat(^s   to   give   him    the   earliest    Intelligence. 
With  a  field  Piece  and  a  few  Troops  from  (Jeiil.  SiarU.  added  to 
the  ^lililia  tlieii  on  the  ground,  T  tiattered  iiiyscit  ihai   I  should 
ha\'e  been  able  to  dislodge  tiie  Insurgents  tioiii  ihe  lUockliouse 
in  which  liiey  were  [XKsied,  and  lo  iia\('  (lis|»ersed  er  capli\ated 
them,      lint   (leiil.  Stark   informed  me  lliai,  llio  lie  was  disjtosed 
to  gi\('   ine   Aid,    vel    he   did    not    think   il    juslitialtle   wiilioui    an 
order  from  (lent.  Ilealli.  and  al   1  lie  same  Time  (h-clared  ilial  his 
Men  were  alniosl  naked.      \N  hellier  lliese  were  ilie  line  Reasons 
of  his  l^'fnsal  or  on  .\cconin  o\'  i  lie  h-iier  he  recei\ed  from  ('liit- 
teiideii  daled  I  lie  ir)(h  Inst,  i  reiiiiesl  ing  him  no!   lo  iniertere  wilh 
his  I'roojisl  your   Ivxceiiency   will   be   able    lo   deierniinr.      I'lton 
this  I  went   Irom  Saratoga  in  oi'd«'r  lo  take  tiie  ('omniand  of  l  lie 
.Militia  at   Schaclitekoke  and   Hoscck.      Shortly  afier  my  .\rrival 
at    llie  House  of  ('liarlci-;  'I'oll  at    Schachleoke.  the  SlirritT  of  Al- 
bany   (with    a    .Magistrate    and    some    jtrivate    gt'inlemenl    came 
there  with  a   W'aiiaiil   mauled  b\    Mr.  .Instice  ^'ales  in  order  to 


appri'liciKl  ;i  NiiiiiImt  of  ilic  1  nsiii-<:ri!is.  W C  liad  iioL  hvim  llicre 
ahovi'  liair  an  llmir  licforr  i  Ik-  Miliiia.  on  tlicir  Kctrcat  from  tlio 
lioiisc  of  Coll.  Joliii  \;iii  Ucnst'hir,  ami  from  i  he  W  hiic  House, 
consistinj:  of  alioni  sn  .Men,  ani\<'<|  aiMi.  Toll's.  This  retreat 
was  ordered  by  Coll  Vales  in  Conseciuenee  of  Orders  I  liad  «;iveu 
h'ln  not  to  lisU  an  Action  nnlcf^s  he  liad  a  prosjx'ct  of  Success 
tS:  not  to  I'U^age  if  thr  (lisjiarilv  of  Xnmbeis  ajrainst  liim  was  too 
jjfreat.  This  appeared  to  Im*  the  ("asc  from  the  Inlellij^ence  he 
had  received,  previous  to  the  Retreat,  uliic  li  was  that  the  Militia 
of  the  pretended  Stale  of  W'rmont  (consistinp:  ^>f  at  h^ast  500 
Men.  witli  a  field  ])iece)  had  joined  tlie  Insurjj^ents  and  were  on 
their  march  witliin  a  few  Miles  of  ('oil.  Jolm  Kensselar's  House 
and  the  ^^'hitc  Hou^e  where  our  Troops  were  stationed.  And 
Coll.  Henry  ^'an  Kenselar  informs  me  that  the  Vermonters  ap- 
peared in  sijxht  of  the  White  House  within  one  mil<-.  when  he 
h*fi  it.  In  this  Situation  of  Matters.  I  d(HMned  it  advisable  to 
retire  live  Miles  farther  to  the  town  of  Schachiekoke  where  the 
Men  mif^ht  be  housed  fr<»m  the  Inclemency  of  the  cold  weather 
an«l  to  prevent  th«'  Interception  of  our  Ketreat  in  Case  tin*  In- 
stirpents  (who  had  divided  their  Force)  shotild  advance,  which 
from  their  t-upeiior  NuiuImm-s,  I  had  Keason  to  expect.  On  my 
arrival  at  the  'i'own  of  Schachtekoke  Alderman  I'eter  \\  .  Yates 
made  f)ut  I'roress  against  four  Insurirents  whom  we  had  taken 
and  sent  them  to  gaol.  I  then  wiote  a  Letter  to  the  oflicer  com- 
manding the  Insurgents  dated  the  is  h.Mein.  Inst.  fe(pn*siing 
him  to  inform  me  by  what  Authority  they  came  witli  such  a 
military  Fore.-  into  the  Interior  Tarts  i)(  this  State  and  the  de- 
sign of  li.  Althf)  1  was  well  satisfied  as  to  both  in  my  own 
Mind,  yet  if  i  could  obtain  an  Answer.  I  supi)osed  it  might 
answer  some  good  I'urpose  at  a  futur<*  day.  before  the  I^gis- 
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lature,  or  Congress.  I  waited  for  an  Answer  until  the  next  day 
the  19th  Inst,  near  Sun  Sett;  but  receiving  none  and  the  Mes- 
sengers who  carried  my  Letter  not  returning,  I  ordered  the 
Militia  to  be  discharged.  To  w^hich  I  w^as  induced  from  various 
Considerations.  With  onlv  80  Militia  who  had  already  been  a 
considerable  Time  from  Home,  unsupplied  with  Provisions,  I 
could  not  expect  to  engage  the  Insurgents  with  the  least  Pros- 
pect of  success.  To  augment  our  Number  in  due  Season  to 
answer  any  salutary  Purposes  I  deemed  impossible.  Out  of  the 
Regim't.  of  Coll.  Yates,  Renselar,  VanVechten,  &  Major  Taylor, 
only  80  Men  appeared  on  the  ground.  From  that  of  Coll.  Vau- 
Vechten,  were  only  himself  and  a  few  officers  and  one  private. 
Add  to  this  that  had  my  whole  Brigade  with  that  of  Genl.  Ren- 
selar been  called  out  on  the  Occasion,  I  am  confident  that  they 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  suppress  the  Insurrection,  as 
the  People  from  the  Grants  were  all  ordered  out  to  aid  ilic  In- 
surgents and  a  large  Body  of  them  in  Force  already  on  their 
March  with  a  Field  Piece  towards  us.  I  was  induced  to 
believe  that  ^'ermont  did  not  mean  to  interfere  or  assist  the 
Insurgents,  but  from  the  Letters  of  Chittenden  and  the  officers 
under  him,  which  are  inclosed  (and  some  of  which  are  in  Pos- 
session of  Coll.  Yates  which  will  be  transmitted  to  your  Excel- 
lency as  soon  as  I  obtain  tluMu)  and  the  actual  Movonienr  of 
their  Troops  against  us,  even  on  this  Side  of  the  twenty  Mile 
Line,  I  was  at  Length  undeceived.  This  being  the  Case  I 
thought  it  mo^t  expedient  upon  tin*  whole  to  discharge  the 
Militia  and  advise  your  Excellency  of  every  Thing  relative  to 
the  Matter,  in  order  that  your  K.xcellency,  tiie  Legislature,  or 
Congress  may  adopt  some  speedy  iS:  effectual  .Measures  in  Conse- 
quence  thereof.     The   Inhabitants   residing  in   the  districts  of 


nis 


I'l  I'.i.n     r\ri:ijs  m-  <Ji:ni:<;i:  ri.isToN, 


Ilosirk  \  SclijilihUnUr  (A:  tsjMMiallv  lliohit*  \\\h*  liavi'  lakt'ii  ait 
ariivi'  Part  a;rMiiisi  ilir  I  iisiiiir«nt  si  arr  in  a  vci'v  pcrarious  Situ.i- 
linii.  NiiiiiIm'is  lia\r  ((HiiitlaiiKd  lo  nx-  on  ilir  sniijcrl.  They 
sav    linn    lln*\    dailv    cxim-ii    io    Im'    talvi'H    l>v    i  lie    |ico|iIc   of    ilic 

<  Jianis  and  l  lial  l  Ih\  will  ho  rodnrod  i  o  i  iio  A  lloma  I  i\  o  of  oil  Iht 
swoarin;:  Ailo^^iaiiro  io  i  lio  Sial«'  of  \  oinioni  or  ahandoninj^ 
llnii'  I  laltilai  ions,  and  (Init  sovciai  nf  iliom  lia\«'  hcon  already 
lodncod  to  ilial  I>iloinina.  I  Innc  jnoinisod  lo  sialc  ilioir  ( "asc*» 
Ir- yoni'  l!\collon(  y,  assiirin;^  I  hem  llial  I  his  l;o\  ci-nnioni  (nM'on- 
jjrcss  wouhl  nii(h>nhiodiy  adojM  f^onn*  speedy  vij^orons  and  ef- 
fccinal  Moasnros  lor  ihcir  litdief. 

Ahleiinan    "N'alt'S   has   taken    two    Dispositions    which  are   in 

<  losod.  ami  is  to  tako  some  niorr'  from  IN^rsons  whom  lio  expeotfl 
slioii  Iv  in  'I'ow  n  for  i  ho  rui-jtosr.  Tlioso  lio  infiU'ins  me  will  tend 
f"  |ii'<»\o  thai  iIm-  rioioiidcd  SlaH*  of  \ornioni  is  in  Alliamr 
\\\\\\  I  ho  I'liioniy.  I  lia\o  ordciod  lin-  ollicois  who  did  nol  turn 
<»nt  on  iliis  onasion.  lo  bo  pni  in  arrest. 

I  am  yonr  Kxcellcm  y's  most  ohodt.  and  very  Ihini.  Soi\  i. 

Peter  <  lansoN ooi  i . 
r.  S.     I  ihis  .Momoiii  rocoivod  ('oil.  \\'alIl>rid;:o's  Answer  dated 
lIMh   to  niino  of  iho   iMh    liisi.   whirh   1   lia\e  also  i  ho   Honor  to 
ifirhise, 

I  o  his  l-!.\rollenr\   t\->>   <'linlon  l-]s(|.  (ioNcrmn-  \e  id   l  ho  Siale  of 
Now    ^■o|•k. 


[No.    PJ17.) 

ht  IK  litis    \un    L'l  iissi  !in  r   timl   flnnstrtHirt    In   (lunnini    f  liiilmi    uitfl 
ihr   Annr.ntI    I'tsnlt    of   n    i  uusultntinn    ns    In    lln     Ihjinii    of   Ihr 
Frantirr. 
Sir.     Aj;realde   lo  yoin-    l",\rollonrios  oi«hrs   tn  ns.  of  i  ho  '.U\ 

IiiHt.   we  rr'i|iie#*led   tlie  Field  <  Mlijers  nf  oni    P.ri^rndes  and  such 
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of  llw  J'liiicipal  (Jent-men  as  could  conveniently  be  collected,  to 
meet  us  at  the  City  of  Albany,  to  deliberate  and  determine  what 
Number  of  Men  in  tluMr  oT)inion  would  be  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence  of  the  >\'estern  Fi'ouli<Ms  of  this  ('ouniy.  and  Inclose  you 
the  result  of  their  Deliberation  with  the  Names  of  such  as  did 
a  (tend. 

A\'e   have    the   honour   to   be   your   Excellencies   most   obedt. 
humbl.  Servt 


Kobt.  Van  Rensselaer. 
Peter  (lansevoort. 


Albany,  21  J)ecemr.,  1781. 

To  His  Excellency  Goyernor  Clinton. 


At  a  Meeting  of  a  Xuraber  of  Gentlemen  convened  in  the  City  of  Albany  at  the 
Request  of  Geneials  Rensselaer  &  Gansevoort  the  I'oth  day  of  December  ITSl. 

Present 
Brigadier  General  Rensselaer. 

'  Gansevoort. 

Colonel  \'an  Alstyne. 

Colonel  (^uylei". 

Lt.  Col.  Wendell. 

Major  Price 

The   Honble.    Richard   Morris,    Esqr. 

Robert   Yates,  Ksqr. 
Leonard   (Jansevoort  Esqr. 
.John   Hansen 
Abraham    Schuyler 
.lohn  .1.    Heecknian 

Feter  W.    \  ates  ICsqrs.  Aldermen 

Cornelius   Cuyler 
Thomas  Hun 
Robert  McClailen 
Matthew  Vissi-her,   Ksqr. 
Tsaae  I).  Fonda.  E.'-qr. 
Leonard  (Jjcnscxoort,  .lunr..   Ksqr. 
The  Honble   Henry  Oothout,    Ksqr. 
John   N.    Hleecker,   Kscii-. 
.lacob  Cuyler,   Ks(|r. 
(Jeraiil   Ibnuker,    Ks(ir. 
Tlic  lioiible  .\braham   Yates,  Ksqr. 
.  ll»Miry   Wendell,    Ksqr. 
Philip   Van   Rensselaer,  Ksqr. 
.lohn  TenHroeck,   Ksqr. 
John   Lansing,   ,lunr.    Ksqr. 

His  Kxct^llcncy  the  Governor's  Letters  to  Genl's  Ren.'?.selner  and  (lansevoort  being 
read     several   Questions  were  agitated  and  pas.sed  In   the  Negative. 

The  (Juestion  whether  it  was  necessary  to  raise  any  Number  of  Mei\  for  the  IVfence 
of  the  Western  l-'rontiers  of  this  County  befoie  the  openiug  of  the  Spring  was  put  and 
passed  in  the  Afhrmative  by  a  great  Majority. 


(;-jo 


Pchlk;   Pai'kus  ok  (ihx>ucjK  Clinton. 


After  M$veral  Questions  woro  put  relative  to  the  Number  of  Men  necessary  lu  bo 
nils«d  for  the  Defence  of  the  Wosiorn  Frontiers  and  pnsHod  In  the  Negative,  It  was 
mored  that  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting  that  200  Men  are  noccKHary  for  the  imme- 
diate Defence  of  the  Western  Frontiers  of  this  County  &  upon  the  Question  being  put 
It  passed  In  the  AlTlrmatlvo  l>v  a  great  Majority 


[No.  4248.] 

Ctovenior  Clinton   \\'rit<s  to  (lin( ml  lliath   in   Ihtjard  tn  Hread  for 

the  Troops. 

Poughkeepsie,  Deer.  2l8t,  1781. 

Sir.  Your  Letter  of  the  IDtli  was  hamled  to  me  late  last 
Evening.  It  was  a  standing  Direction  to  the  state  agent  to 
collect  &  forward  the  supplies  of  the  State  with  the  utmost 
Mxpeilition,  and  ii  lias  been  faitliliilly  rej)eated  on  every  applica- 
tion from  you  for  bread  for  tiie  troops.  Your  lA^tters  on  that 
subject  which  were  rec'd  before  the  rising  of  the  lA'gislature 
were  also  laid  before  them.  1  shall  now  notwithstanding 
renew  my  Orders  to  the  Agent  and  ])ress  him  in  the  most  ear- 
nest Terms  to  relieve  you  from  your  present  Distress  and  if 
Teanifi  are  wanting  for  the  Purpose  N\  ;iiranls  of  Iiiij>ress  shall 
be  issued.  I  am  nnliaj>py  to  hear  of  the  miked  condition  of  the 
soldiery:  and  it  adds  to  my  distress  when  1  reflect  that  this  must 
arise  fiom  thr  uaiu  of  exertion  to  forward  iliem  frcuii  Boston 
where,  all  accounts  agree,  they  arrived  many  .Mouths  ago — the 
Moment  the  (^r.  Mr.  informed  me  that  hr  <<lioiild  ha\e  occasion 
for  Teams  to  trausjjori  flu'  Clothing  thro,  this  Stale  notwith- 
standing the  extraordinary  sliai*-  (»f  'i'rans|KUla  I  ion  which  fi'oiu 
our  peculiar  Situation  we  are  charged  with,  he  was  furnished 
with  the  Means  of  acquiring  them,  so  that  in  this  res])ect  we 
shall  at  lea6«t  stand  acquitted  «S:  T  am  lead  to  believe  that  if  the 
other  8tate«  generally  had  as  nearly  delivered  their  (piotas  of 
specific  supplies  as  this  has.  you  would  not   feel  your  present 
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Want  of  Bread.  I  wish  not,  however,  to  be  understood  as  offer- 
ing this  as  a  Reason  for  not  completing  our  Quota.  It  is  my 
earnest  Desire  to  have  it  perfected  and  I  have  confidence  it  will 
be  done;' but  whether  it  will  be  possible  to  effect  it  in  season  to 
relieve  your  prest.  Distresses  I  am  unable  to  determine. 

I  am  &c  &c  &c. 
The  honble.  Major  Genl.  Heath. 


[No.  4249.] 

Governor  Clinton  Forwards  to  Mr.  Floyd  the  Key  of  the  State  Box 
hy  John  Edgar  Who  Has  Been  a  Victim  of  the  Vennont  Conspiracy. 

Private : 

Pokeepsie,  24th  Deer.,  1781. 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  been  duly  favoured  with  your  Letters  of  the 
3d  <S:  Otli;  the  latter  is  acknowledged  in  my  Othci.-il  Letters  of 
this  day.  The  Key  of  the  Box  containing  the  state  Papers 
together  with  the  Delegates  Commissions  are  in  the  hands  of 
Genl.  Scott  who  I  am  informed  intends  setting  out  for  Phila- 
deli)hia  in  (he  course  of  the  present  week,  which  I  hope  will  be 
the  Case,  as  the  obstacle  which  hitherto  prevented  his  Departure 
to  wit,  a  .sup])ly  of  cash,  is  (I  have  reason  to  believe)  now 
removed. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Kdgar,  is  the  (Jcntleman  nluded  to  in  my 
Official  I^etter,  a  Copy  of  whose  Deposition  respecting  the 
traitorous  CorresiioiHieiice  of  i  lie  Lendeis  on  ilie  (JimiHs  wiih 
tlio  enemy  is  theicwiih  I  raiisii.il  ted.  lie  is  ;il>le  (o  inform  yon 
of  many  particulars  not  mentioncMl  in  liis  .\ftidavii  wliich  tend 
to  corroborate  his  Tc^stimony  on  that  subject,  lie  appears  to 
be  a  sensible  l^iscr(M»t  Man  iV-  as  by  ;i  Letter  from  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  Albanv,  to  nu^  in  his  l^ivour  <•<:  otiier  Documents  in  his 
Possession,  I  am  induced  to  ci^iitide  in  his  InhiiiiiN  \-  lo  l»eli('Vi' 


(i'2'2  Ti  iii.h     IVm'kus  <h    (ii:oU(;i:  ( 'i.i.\i-nN. 

tluil  lir  li;is  sutTrrrd  iiiiH'li  l>v  his  A  Mjirlmn'iii  to  lliis  ('«»iiiilr\ 
\'  if  vou  ran  In-  of  anv  s<M'vico  to  liiiii  i(  will  Im-  an  a<i  ol  llmrxn 
hncr    wliirli    I    am    iM-isnadrd    will    i,M\<'    v(mi    I'li-asinc   \   nhli^c 

I  »|-  Sii-,    \^^\\l'    Most    (  >Im(||    Srr\  |. 
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(icmrul  Ihath  to  (lunrndr  (liiiln)i      li<ari)i(/  on  ('lof/iim/.  Ihscihis. 
Liiutouiiit  Piudlcton  and  Jircad. 

TT<'a(l(inai-t<'rs.  TTiiililands.  l^ccrnil-iT  2  I.  17S1. 

Sir.  I  ]\:\\o  hrcn  lionorcd  willi  vonr's  of  tlic  12th  and  21st', 
Thi'  insii  iirt  i«)ns  for  ilic  issue  of  <Iotliini:  iisiiiri  nir  lo  thr 
Coniin<'nial  Line  of  the  army  only,  whicli  at  jjri'seni  prevents 
my  furnishini;  clothinir  to  the  rocrnits  inlistod  by  colonel  Willett; 
hut  I  liave  written  liis  Excellency,  the  (■onimand<'r  in  chief,  on  the 
subject,  and  have  requested  his  direction. 

I  ha\e  dir<'cied  lliaf  the  deserters  from  ("a|Maiii  William's 
conjpany  of  levies  he  l>rou^Oit  to  trial  conformaide  to  the  sij^ni- 
fication  of  your  pleasure. 

I  have  (>r<lcre<l  a  court  of  inrjniiy  for  Mr.  Tendleion,  ajrreeable 
to  his  request. 

I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  youi-  renewed  assurances  of 
alVordin;;  evei-y  aid  in  youi-  power  foi-  relievini;  the  arm\  fi«»m 
their  present  dist  revues  on  account  of  liiuir  want  of  luead  - 
and  I  J. ray  your  Kxcellency  would  be  assured  that  wiiile  I  am 
fref|uently  recpieslinj:  ami  ur^ini:  the  s|»eritic  suji|dies  of  llour 
from  the  folate  of  New  York,  which  1  am  hd  to  do  by  the  <lis- 
tresses  of  the  army  and  kx-al  sii  nation.  1  am  \^\  no  means 
unuiiiulful  of  llie  numerous  and  cheerful  exertions  made  by  this 
Htate.  and  wliich  !  very  frequently  ludd  uj*  as  a  |uercdenl  lo 
other»--nor  shall  i  attempt  to  palliate  the  c«)ndu<  i  of  any  who 
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jiiay  be  delinquent  in  their  quotas,  or  slow  in  exertion<s  on  any 
occasion.  It  is  natural  in  limes  of  distress,  to  cail  on  ili<)se 
nearest  to  us.  Happy  when  we  can  find  a  friend.  Such,  you 
are  sensible  the  wi^e  man  tells  us,  is  better  than  a  brother  far 
off. 

I  hope  our  supply  of  clothing-  will  be  adequate  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  troops.  All  the  lines  from  Delaware  eastward, 
except  colonel  Lamb's  regiment  of  artillery,  corps  of  sappers 
and  miners,  general  Ilazen-s  regiment,  and  colonel  Olney's  of 
Rhode  Island  (who  are  otherwise  provided  for)  will  e(|ually  i)ar- 
take  of  the  distribution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  great  respect  and  esteem.  Your 
Excellency's  Most  obedient  servant, 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4251.] 

Governor  Clinton  Communicates  with   the  New  York  Dcler/ates  in 
Regard  to  the  Charges  of  Treacher j/  against  Certain  Yermontcrs. 

rokeei)sie,  24th  December,  ITv^l. 

Gentlemen,  The  inclosed  Pai)ei's  relate  1<>  Matiers  so  highly 
interestinig  to  the  United  States,  that  (^msidera lions  of  Regard 
for  the  General  I*eace  and  safety  iiKhice  me  ilirough  yon  lo  com- 
municate them  toOongref^s  without  Delay. 

My  situation  may  easily  be  eonjectui-ed  and  my  Lelier  lo 
P>rigr.  Geiil.  (lanscvoort  riilly  e\iiu'es  my  Senlinieiils  X  l>etermi- 
nation  \Nilli  respect  to  \\\\-a\  I  conceixc  my  undciiialilc  d'l'.x  on 
t  his  Oiwasion. 

The  Hearer  (►!'  lliese  I  >ispai  dies.  Mr.  iMlgar.  wlio  is  cnie  of  ihe 
]>eponents  and  whose  Dejjosilion  appears  lo  be  of  ilie  m<«st 
mnf(M-ial  import,  will  hr  able  to  giv(^  Congress  ihe  fullest   Infor- 


f>2l  IMiu.ir   r.\n:i:s  nv  ^U:^^n^'.]:  Clinton. 

iMMtioii  ami  will  suj^^r.si  ilif  rinju-icl  v  of  imi  ion  firrlv  (li\iil;;in;^ 
tin-  iiMiiM"  of  Mr.  .lohnson.  lln-  IN  rsoii  imiiliniKMl  in  his  h-jiosi- 
tion.  fin*  I  li;n«'  l\<ns(m  to  Ik'IIcnc  thai  could  his  'rcstiniouv  l»r 
obtaiiKMl,  it  woiihl  furnish  llx  idnuc  still  luofr  explicit  of  wjiat 
lias  loni::  Immm  stispcclrd.  a  Ticasoiiahh'  Iiitci-couis<'  hetwoen  tho 
L«'suk'rs  (d"  tin-  iimii|hmI  ( io\  (mhiiiciu  on  the  <Iiauts  and  the 
Kncniy. 

Oil  ihvav  Couniiiiniiaiions  i  siiall  only  lakr  the  Lihcriy  lo 
observe,  that  it  cannot  ])ossihly  consist  with  th(»  jinhlic  Safety, 
That  IN'i'sons  aj^aiiist  whom  i  hcic  aic  such  iin<|iirslional»h  i'roof 
of  a  tfaitorous  ( 'oifcsiiondciicc.  should  he  iicrniittod  to  '^o  at 
largje  with  Impunity  and  even  at  Timet;  he  at  tending;  (Mii-  jMiblic 
CounL-ils.  Fiom  ,\oui-  Know  Icdj^c,  ( lontlonhii,  «d  tin*  State,  you 
mtist  be  sensible  of  the  disagreable  Impression  which  this  has 
madr  on  the  minds  of  many  of  out-  m<^st  Zealous  Friended,  who 
have  not  hesitated  to  attribute  to  this  (Jausc  in  a  j^reat  Measure 
our  Mi^Jsfortunes  on  the  Frontiers  durin^^  this  and  the  last  Year. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be  &e 
The  llonble  The  Delej^^aies  ul"  this  Stale  of  ^ew    York  in  Con- 

jcress. 


[Xo.  4252.] 
I  If  rrtUous  it   I  i>  nith  (i    I'rirdtc  Cnintuun'icittion   to  tJir  DvUgaks. 

l'oukee|)*<ie.  24th  l)ecr.,  ITSl. 
flentlemen,  M.n  oiIm  i  L«  tier  which  you  will  receive  with  this 
I  intend  fcM*  a  public  Heading  in  Congress  with  its  Inclosures, 
and  I  have  onl\  to  add  in  this  f<n'  woir  Confidence,  an  earnest 
I)e8ire  that  yuu  will  apprize  me  by  every  earliest  Conveyance,  of 
any  Moasuros  which  Conjxro**H  may  adopt  or  of  what  yon  may 
HiippoKe  to  be  tUv  Sentiments  or  Intentions  of  (  onj^ress  in  Con- 
sequence of  the  Intellijjonce  now  comniunirated. 
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I  have  been  duly  honored  with  Colo.  Floyd's  Letter  of  the  6th 
Instant  acknowledging  the  Keceipt  of  mine  of  the  24th  Novem- 
ber, inclosing  the  concurrent  Resolutions  of  the  Senate  &  Assem- 
bly respecting  the  New  Hampshire  Grants.  His  Attention  to 
that  Business  cannot  fail  meeting  the  Approbation  of  his  Con 
stituents  &  altho  he  failed  in  his  Endeavour  to  have  them  entered 
at  large  on  the  Journals  of  Congress,  the  Entry  of  their  being 
read  ♦&  Order  for  their  being  filed  in  the  Secretary's  Office  I  tlac- 
ter  myself  will  suffice. 

I  will  be  much  obliged  by  an  early  Communication  of  the 
Result  of  the  Deliberation  of  Congress  on  the  subject  Matter  of 
my  Letter  representing  the  distressed  Circumstances  of  the  state. 

I  Am  &c  

[No.  4253.] 

Draft  of  Impress-Warrant  for  Teams  to  Take  Flaur  to  the  Posts  in 

HigJilands,  Etc. 

state  of  New  York  ss: 

By  His  Excellency  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  Gen- 
eral &  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia  &  Admiral  of  the  Navy. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Dutchess  and  to  the  Constables  within  the  Precincts 
hereinafter  named  and  each  of  them  Greeting: 

Whereas  Major  General  Heath  commanding  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
within  this  State  hath  represented  to  me  that  the  Troops  at  the  several  Posts  in  the 
Southern  parts  of  this  State  are  mostly  destitute  of  Flour  and  hath,  thereon, 
requested  me  to  furnish  teams  for  transporting  an  immediate  supply  of  the  said 
Article,  I  do,  therefore,  on  this  special  and  extraordinary  Emergency,  authorize  and 
require  you  and  each  of  you  to  impress  all  the  Waggons  in  the  Precincts  of  Pough- 
keepsie,  Rhinebeck  and  Charlotte  in  your  County  with  two  Hort-es  and  a  Driver  to 
each  Waggon  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  and  conveying  Flour  from  Poughkecpsle 
Precinct  and  from  Van  Sicklen's  Mill  in  Ilumbout  Precinct  to  the  several  Posts  and 
Garrisons  in  the  Southern  Parts  of  this  State.  Provision  being  made  to  Use  for  the 
Payment  of  the  Services  to  be  performed  by  the  snid  Teams  &  Drivers— and  for  so 
doing  this  shall  be  your  Warrant.  Given  under  my  Hand  this  25th  day  of  December 
1781.  

[No.  4254.] 

Oencral  Heath  Reports  to  the  Governor  the  Successful  E.rpedition  '^f 
Captain  Will'unns  to  Morrisania. 

Headcjuarters  Highlands.  Deer.  25tli,  17S1. 

Sir,     After  wisliing  you  a  Merry  Christmas,  1  have  tlic  ])leas 

.ure  to  acquaint  you,  thai  on  the  night  of  the  2od  iiisiani,  fajit. 
40 


6-t;  I'llJMC    PAI'ICUS    OF    (il.X)UOE    ClINXON. 

Williams  of  the  N<'W  York  levies,  wiili  (wnily  live  X'oluntcer 
Uorso,  \uiu\v  an  I'xcursion  to  Morrit^iania,  and  made  jn-isoners, 
One  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  seven  juivates  without  any  loss 
on  our  side.  (.'apt.  rritohaid  moved  down  with  a  Detachment 
of  Infantry  to  cover  tlie  retreat  of  the  Horse,  in  ease  it  had  been 
necessary,  but  iln'  Enemy  <li(l  not  tliinlc  proper  1o  pursue.  I 
intend  lo  exchan;;e  tlie  ('apuiiu  ininiediately  for  Capt.  Sacket. 

I   liave  the  lionor  to  be   witli   p:reat  respect   &  Esteem  your 
Excel lencys  Most  obed.  Servant, 
Ills  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 


[No.  4255.] 

Colonel  Ahram  J.  Van  Alsiync  Reports  to  the  Governor  His  Failure 
in  Rnisintf  thv  Lrvivfi  in  If  is  Regiment  and  Gives  the  Reasons. 

Kiuderhook,  2G  Deer.,  1781. 

Sir,  Yt»6terday  1  received  your  Excellencys  two  Letters  of  the 
15  &  lJ)th  Instant  with  Capt.  Moodie's  inclosed  by  the  Men 
therein  mentioned.  Immediately  on  the  Kecept  of  them  1  went 
with  the  Men  to  the  Heads  of  some  of  the  Classes,  who  warned 
the  reet  to  meet  this  day  for  the  J*uriH)se  of  aKi"<HMng  with  the 
Men,  and  from  the  entourajjement  f^iven  in  Capt.  Moodi(*'s  Letter 
of  their  being  willing;  to  take  part  of  the  Tay  in  Produce  iS:c  I  had 
great  hopes  they  would  have  Imm  n  lii)<'<l,  )nit  when  ihe  Classes 
met  they  would  not  agree  lo  serve  for  lec^s  than  Forty  five 
Pounds  hard  money,  to  be  paid  to  them  in  liand:  this  the  People 
declared  themselves  unable  to  do  and  1  readily  believe  it.  for  1 
do  not  think  there  is  one  fourth  part  of  the  liard  money  it  would 
require  in  the  District,  so  that  all  hoj>e«  of  agreeing  with  them 
wa«  at  an  end  and  the  Men  re^olvcMl  to  Return. 

I  am  sorr\    tli.  \    would   not     agrer    to    tak*-   I*ari    in    Produce 
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Security  &c.  lor  I  believe  some  of  the  classes  would  otherwise 
have  hired.  Early  last  summer  I  furnished  the  Assessors  of  this 
District  with  the  Names  of  the  People  who  compose  the  Delin- 
quent Classes,  and  directed  them,  to  proceed  to  assess  them 
according  to  Law,  but  nothing  has  been  done  therein  to  my 
knowledge. 

Pursuant  to  your  Excellency's  Command  I  will  again  direct 
them  immediately  to  proceed  against  the  Delinquent  Classes,  and 
probably  the  new  Emission  may  be  procured,  which  is  the  best  I 
have  reason  to  expect  the  People  will  do. 

I  am  Sir  Your  Excellencys  most  Humble  Servant 
His  Exelly.  Govr.  Clinton. 

[No.  4256.] 

Ehenezer  Clark  and  John  Rmvan,  of  New  Perth,  to  Governor  Clinton 
in  Behalf  of  William  Moncrief  against  the  Sentence  of  a  Court 

Martial. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4257.] 

Thojnas   McFarren's    Letter    Concerning    Uis    Goods   Detained    in 

Connecticut. 

Norwich,  Decern.  20th  1781. 

Sir,  by  promichan  from   the  governor  and   Council   of   this 

Steate  i  was  promited  to  bring  off  my  goods  from  Long  Island 

to  this  place,  which  i  have  don,  but  to  my  Surprico  the  are  de- 

teaned  heare  till  the  oppinon  of  the  asembly  is  known  on  the 

Matter,  and  what  the  may  meacke  of  it  is  so  unsartin  it»  \\\y\  tliat 

i  pray  your  Excellency  Seport  and  protection  otluM'way  i  n^ally 

may  Looze  what  is  hoare;  i  recpiist  a  line  from  your  ExceUency 

to  the  Asembly  or  to  the  governor:  indeed    nothing    less    will 

Seave  the  goods;  indeed  \\\v  sooncM-  i  can  have  them  to  your 


n2^  PuiiLic  TV\ri:its  ok  OicoRr.K  Clinton. 

St(»jU('  is  Uk'  brlUT,  as  sum  of  tlic  jiooils  is  been  very  weet, 
and  no  ])lare  to  driy  thoin;  tlu*  hearer  Mr.  Clark  will  inform 
your  Kxcelleiicy  the  way  they  are  in  the  Asembly;  set  the  10th 
of  Nixt  niunth  at  Hardfoard  and  a  line  from  your  Excellency  in 
my  favore  no  doubte  will  do  the  bisness. 

I  could  not  jj:et  any  of  Mesr.  Davis's  ji^oods,  althoupjh  then*  was 
Sum  in  Sum  of  their  horns,  but  want  of  an  order  from  him,  the 
were  not  willini;  to  p:ive  them,  and  i  had  no  time  to  Speare;  when 
i  was  on  the  Island  to  meak  much  inquire  about  any  thing  but 
what  was  ready  lo  ])u(  directly  on  Itoai'd  (lie  vesell.  and  com  oW 
with  what  i  have  heare;  i  am  with  due  respect  your  Excellency^ 
very  humble  Servant 

[No.  4258.] 
.Ic^  of  Congress  Incorporating  the  Bank  of  Sorth  America. 

An  Ordinance  to  Incorporate  the  Subaeribers  to  the  Bank  of  North  America: 

Whereas  Congress  on  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  May  last  did  from  a  couvic- 
Uon  of  the  Support  which  the  ttnances  of  the  United  States  would  receive  from  the 
eetablishraent  of  a  National  Bank  approve  a  plan  '.ur  .such  an  Institution  submitted  to 
their  consideration  by  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  and  now  lodged  among  the  Archives  of 
Congress  and  did  engage  to  promote  the  same  by  the  most  effectual  means;  And. 
whereas,  the  Subscription  thereto  Is  now  filled  from  an  expectation  of  a  Charter  of 
Incorporation  from  Congress,  the  Directors  and  President  are  chosen,  and  application 
hath  boon  made  to  Congress  by  the  said  President  and  Directors  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration; and  whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States  render  It  Indispenslbly  that 
•U(  h  an  Act  be  immediately  passed. 

Bo  it,  therefore.  Ordained  and  It  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  United  States  In  Congress 
Assembled  that  Uiose  who  are,  and  those  who  shall  become  Subscribers  to  the  said 
Bank  be  and  for  ever  after  shall  bo  a  corporation  and  body  politic  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  by  the  name  and  Stile  of  "  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  North  America." 

And  be  it  further  ordained  that  the  said  Corporation  are  hereby  declared  and  made 
able  and  capable  In  Law  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  retain  lands, 
rontfl.  tenements.  Hereditaments,  Goods,  Chatties  and  Effects  of  what  kind,  nature  or 
qu&llty  so  ever  to  the  amount  of  ten  Millions  of  h  Silver  milled  Dollars  and  no 

more;  and  also  to  sell,  grnnt.  demise,  alien,  or  ■:  '  the  •■nme  lands,  rents,  tene- 

ments, Hereditaments.  Goods,  Chatties  and  Effects. 

And  be  It  further  ordained  that  the  said  Corpotati'  hall  be  for  ever  here- 

after able  and  capable  In  Law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded:  answer 
and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  defended  In  Courts  of  Record  or  any  other  place 
wbatiioever.  And  to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things  that  to 
them  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do. 

And  be  It  further  ordained  that  for  the  well  provf<mlng  of  the  Said  Corporation  and 
the  ordering  of  their  AfTairs  they  shall  have  '  "ers  as  they  shall  hereafter  direct 

or  appoint  provided  nevertheless  that  twelve  «  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  Presi- 

dent of  th«  Corporation,  be  of  the  number  of  their  OfHcers. 
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Aud  be  it  further  ordained  that  Thomas  Willing  be  the  present  President,  and  that 
the  said  Thomas  Willing  and  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  James  Wil- 
son, Henry  Hill,  Samuel  Osgood,  Cadwallader  Morris,  Andrew  Caldwell,  Samuel  Inglis, 
Samuel  Meredith,  William  Bingham,  Timothy  Matlack  be  the  present  Directors  of  the 
said  Corporation  and  shall  so  continue  until  another  President  and  other  Directors 
shall  be  chosen  according  to  the  Laws  and  regulations  of  the  said  Corporation. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Corporation 
shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  power  for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the 
Affairs  of  the  said  Corporation;  aud  of  holding  such  occasional  meetings  for  that  pur- 
pose as  shall  be  described  fixed  and  determined  by  the  laws,  regulations  and  Ordi- 
nances of  the  said  Corporation. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  that  the  said  Corporation,  may  make,  ordain,  establish 
and  put  in  execution  such  laws,  ordinances  and  regulations  as  shall  seem  necessary  & 
convenient  to  the  Government  of  the  said  Corporation.  Provided  always  that  nothing 
herein  before  contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorise  the  said  Corporation  to  exer- 
cise any  powers  in  any  of  the  United  States  repugnant  to  the  laws  or  Constitution  of 
such  State. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  that  the  said  Corporation  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  make  have  and  use  a  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they 
shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  that  this  ordinance  shall  be  construed  and  taken  most 
favorably  and  beneficially  for  the  said  Corporation. 

DONE  by  the  UNITED  STATES  in  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED  the 
thirty  first  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand 
seven    hundred    and    eighty-one,    and    in    the    SIXTH    YEAR    of   our 

Independence. 

John  Hanson.  Presdt. 
Attest  Chas.  Thomson  Secy. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  December  31st  1781. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislature  of  each  State  to  pass  such  laws 
as  they  may  Judge  necessary  for  giving  the  foregoing  Ordinance  its  full  operation 
agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  according  to  the  recommenda- 
tions contained  in  the  resolutions  of  the  26th  day  of  May  last. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Chas.  Thomson,  Secy. 


[No.  4259.] 

List  of  an  Assessment  Laid  on  icithin  Persons. 

(Omitted.) 


[No.  4200.] 

Westehester  Countji  Field  Offieers  Appeal  to  the  Governor  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Frontier  of  That  County. 

To  Tlis  Excellency  Georj^e  riinton  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York  Gcmkm'mI  and  GonnnnndiM-  in  Cliief  of  nil  the  Militia 
and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same. 

The  Memorial  and  Pi^tition  of  the  Snhscribers  beinp:  Field- 
Otlicers  of  ]Militia  and  other  Inhaluianls  of  the  ('ounty  of  West- 
eheslcr. 


»».'W)  I'Liii.it;   Tai-kus  Ml    (Ikoik;!-:  Clinton. 

Shewetli,  That  it  is  wiili  Keliictance  they  are  constrained  to 
applv  lo  vour  Kx<'ell('iirv  Tor  Kclicf;  l)ut  wlicii  they  view  a 
p:enoral  and  snbstaiilinl  defence  i*^'  Security  alTorded  not  only  by 
the  I'nited  States  but  by  th<^  State  of  Ni^w  ^'oik  to  the  other 
frontiers  of  this  State,  and  the  frontiei*  (►f  \Ve8tche8ter  County 
left  ojxMi  to  the  Kavajjes  of  a  tliievish  Enemy,  worse  than  Bar- 
barians, we  feel  within  us  a  jealousy  of  nep:lect.  We  mean  not 
to  impute  thi'  cause  of  it  to  your  Excellency,  who,  we  with 
reason  believe,  have  exerted  your  influence  and  Aid  in  our 
protection.  We  would  take  the  liberty,  however,  to  remonstrate, 
that  we  have  not  only  furnished  our  quota  of  Troops  upon  every 
Requisition  for  our  frontier,  but  have  also  furnished  a  Company 
of  Men  for  the  support  of  the  Northern  frontiers  the  last  Cam 
l>ai«,'n;  which  we  conceive  an  hardslii])  and  iTU]>osition,  as  it  is 
well  know  that  we  have  had  a  constant  «&  jjjarrisoned  Enemy  in 
our  County  for  five  years  past,  who  issue  out  as  occasion  offers, 
and  destroy  and  butcher  our  People.  We  are  ihiaccustomed  to 
complain,  but  when  Grief  by  tlie  lo^^s  of  friends  and  property 
urines,  the  Complaint  must  be  justiliable.  Sir,  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  County  have  exerted  thenisr-lves  in  tlie  course  of  this 
\\  AV  in  a  manner  that  must  have  attractted  your  notice;  and 
we  -Avr  ,\  body  of  Militia,  tho'  small,  yi^t  worthy  of  notice.  The 
Times  of  our  Levies  are  nearly  expired  and  wr  have  only  one 
Company  of  Continental  Trooi>s  on  our  Lines,  an<l  no  prospect 
of  furtlier  support,  whi.^h  strenj^h  is  entirely  insunicient  to 
oppose  the  force  of  the  Enemy  within  reach  of  us.  It  is  true  a 
Law  has  passed  i<»  raise  Troops  in  ihis  State,  but  we  can 
inform   vour   Excellencv  that   this  Countv  is   so  debilitated   bv 

•  •  •  ,  • 

th*'  War  as  to  render  the  raisin;:  of  M«'n  a  matter  of  liurden; 
b»-^iil«  s  u.-  t.'.illy  believe  that  \\\>n-  is  not  n  possibility  of  raisin;; 
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men  at  this  time.  We,  therefore,  pray  your  Excellency  to  inter- 
cede in  our  behalf  with  the  Continental  Commanding  Officer  in 
this  department,  to  send  more  Troops  to  our  Relief,  and  that 
they  may  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  as  the  Continental  Troops 
and  Levies  have  been  distributed,  by  being  posted  in  the  Vicinity 
of  Bedford  and  North  Castle.  Your  Excellency's  particular 
interposition  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged. 
Thomas  Thomas,  Coll.  Israel  Lyon 

Thaddeus  Crane,  Lt.  Coll.  Samll.  Lyon 

Joseph  Benedict,  L  Colo  Benj.  Miller 


Ezra  Wilson 
John  Rundell, 
Benjamin  Hays 


Ebenr.  Slason,  Major 
Jesse  Hunt,  Sheriff 
Gilbert  Drake,  Judge 
James  McDonald,  Justic  peace    Joseph  Rundell 
Peter  Lyon,  justice  of  peace,         Josiah  Miller 
Benj.    Stevenson,   Justice    of      Isaac  Smith 
Pease,  Jonas  Halt. 

Danl.  Horton,  Justice  of  the  P.    Philip  Pell,  Jur. 


Marcus  M  )seman,  Capt. 
Moses  St.  John,  Capt. 
Gilbt.  Lyon,  Capt. 
Silas  Miller,  Lieut. 
Joseph  Miller,  Lieut. 
Isaac  Miller,  Lieut. 
Isaac  Clark,  Lieut. 
Peter  Fleming 


Edward  Thomas, 
John  A.  Miller, 
Peter  Holmes, 
Becher  Holmes, 
Gilbert  Reynolds, 
Jesse  Truesdell,  Capt. 
Isiah  ]\Iavnard, 
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[No.    tl'Cl.J 
Mtmorial  of  Charles  I*hiliis  of  CiihiIh  rhnid  Coniiti/  il/.i. 

To  the  honorable  the  United  States  In  Congresu  Assembled 

The  memorltil  of  Churlea  IMiclps  of  the  County  of  Cuinburland  In  thut  purt  of  the  State 
of  Now  York  conuuouly  IcaUrclJ  the  New  Hanipahiro  (IruntH  humbly  shewcth,  that  your 
Memorialist  with  a  great  majority  of  the  InhabitanU  of  the  said  Cuunly  are  attached 
to  the  Govornment  of  the  State  of  New  Yorlt  &  profess  to  owe  alligiance  to  the  same. 
Thut  by  the  resolutions  of  Cougress  of  the  liUh  of  September  ITT'J  and  the  2d  of  June 
ITSO  those  Inhabitants  considered  themselves  protected  &  secured  In  their  persons  and 
properties  from  any  authority  which  might  be  attempted  to  bo  exercised  over  them 
(cither  civil  or  military)  by  the  pretended  State  of  Vermont,  especially  as  those  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  so  wisely  adopted  to  preserve  the  peace  of  that  District  of  Country, 
have  been  religiously  observed  by  the  Inhubilants  professing  alleKianee  to  the  state  of 
New  York  &  Newhampshire,  who  arc  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  Inhabitants  resid- 
ing on  the  East  side  of  the  Green  Mountains,  west  of  Connecticut  river,  and  in  no 
Instance  have  been  violated  by  them.  In  exercising  any  authority  under  the  state  of 
New  York,  over  those  Inhabitants  who  profess  to  owe  allegiance  to  the  pretended  state 
of  Vermont.  That  the  said  pretended  State  of  Vermont  in  direct  violation  of  the  said 
resolves  of  Congress  in  the  mouth  of  June  last  did  make  &  publish  a  pretended  Act, 
Inflicting  the  most  cruel  and  unheard  of  penalties  on  such  of  the  Inhabitants  residing 
on  the  Newhampshire  Grants,  who  should  not  submit  to  the  authority  of  their  usurped 
Government,  a  copy  of  which  Act  is  herewith  presented  to  Congress  for  their  inspec- 
tion: And  Ethan  Allen  (who  holds  a  commission  of  Colonel  under  the  United  States;  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  act  and  in  obedience  to  the  authority  of  Vermont,  so  called,  did 
in  September  last  past  with  some  hundreds  of  armed  Men  make  a  sudden  descent  upon 
the  said  county  of  Cumberland  and  has  taken  &  confined  In  Prisons  a  number  of  repu- 
table Inhabitants  of  the  said  County,  particularly  the  high  Sheriff  and  other  officers 
both  Civil  &  Military,  holding  commissions  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  some  of  whom  have  been  fined  in  large  sums,  others  are  condemned  to  banish- 
ment; not  to  return  on  pain  of  death,  and  their  Estates  confiscated;  and  to  add  to 
their  atniction,  tis  said  &  believed  they  will  be  sent  Into  Canada  to  be  delivered  up  to 
that  power  with  whom  the  Executive  of  the  said  pretended  State  of  Vermont,  the  last 
year,  made  a  treaty  of  Alliance. 

That  your  Memorialist  Is  duly  authorised  by  a  convention  of  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land to  lay  before  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  the  unhappy  and  deplorable 
situation  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County  as  profess  Allegiance  to  the 
State  of  New  York  as  by  the  Certificate  of  the  chairman  of  the  said  convention  here- 
with presented,  more  fully  may  appear. 

Therefor  your  Memorialist  humbly  prays  that  Congre-s  would  immediately  interpose 
by  their  authority  for  the  relief  &  protection  of  those  unhappy  sufferers  who  are  now 
.  or  banished,  and  to  prevent  any  violences  of  the  like  kind   in  future:     This 

i  ;i   &  relief  they  humbly  conceive  they  have  a  right  to  expect  and   receive  as 

good  citizens  of  the  United  States,  professing  allegiance  to  the  Stale  of  New  York,  & 
having  Inviolably  ob-erved  those  rosolulions  of  Congress  which  Intitles  them  to  the 
notice  ti  protection  of  the  United  States. 

Your  Memorialist  further  begs  leave  to  observe  that  unless  a  restoration  of  property 
In  ordered,  and  the  authority  of  the  United  States  interposed  for  the  preservation  of 
that  peace  which  by  their  resolves  thev  have  declared  to  be  so  necessary  to  the 
federal  Union  A  which  they  were  determined  to  support  &  maintain,  many  hundreds 
of  famlllps  owning  allegiance  to  the  State  of  New  York  will  soon  be  reduced  to  a  stale 
of  the  Krcalc»t  poverty  &  misery  which  will  evlrlcntly  appear  by  a  nutnb«r  of  affidavits 
and  other  papers  herewith  prcsrnled  to  your  honorable  body  relative  to  the  violent 
prorccding''  of  the  Vermonlcrs  in  pursuance  of  their  said  pretended  a''l.  besides  the 
Information  your  memorialist  Is  able  to  give  of  the  pre.^enl  Stale  of  that  district  of 
Country  If  he  should  have  the  honor  to  be  heard  before  a  Commllteo  of  Congress  on 
that  tubjert.  and  your  roemoriallHt  as  In  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

Cbarleii  Phelps. 
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